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TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY, 


INA 
SERIES OF LETTERS; 
Written in German by the Baron RIESBECK, 


AND TRANSLATED BY 


The Rev. Mr. MATY. 
Late Secretary to the Royal Society, and under Librarian to the Britith Mufeum. 


a 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


oe following letters were written in the German language by the Baron Cafpar 
Riefbeck, a native of the Dutchy of Wurtenberg. 

As the author has affumed the chara@er of a Frenchman, it has been prefumed, that 
he was of that nation : But, befides that the work was never publifhed in France, the free- 
dom and feverity with which he every where treats the natives of that country, convey 
fufficient proof that he did not belong to it himfelf. He died February 5, 1786, ofa 
fever, at Aran, in Switzerland, aged thirty years. 

‘The many inaccuracies which may be found {eattered up and down in the tranflation, 
will meet with fome apology in the bofom of the candid, when they are pleafed to confi- 
der the painful and tedious illnefs, under which the tranflator laboured, and which at 
laft put a period to his life. And if the reader, in the perufal of the work, fhould meet 
with paflages which have the appearance of indelicacy, he may be affured that many 
more are omitted, which may be found in the original, and even thofe which remain, 
hardly fufficient to give offence to the moft fcrupulous, were intended to hays. been 
expunged by the tranflator, whofe purity of thought could only be furpaited? by the 
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purity of his life. In hort, whatever inaccuracies may have efcaped the attentiqn of 
the tranflator of thefe letters, b3 


———— guas aut incuria fudit, 
Aut humana parum cavit natura— 


it is jrefumed that they will be amply compenfated by the entertainment and infor. 
mation with which they abound. TS 


TRAVELS, Se 
LETTER 1. 


DEAR BROTHER, Stutgart, April 3, 17802 


ERE I have pitched my firft camp, and intend to make excurfions from hence 
into the different parts of Suabia, according as opportunities offer. 

I have made it a rule to myfelf to take particular parts of Germany as middle points, 
and from thence to ramble round the country till I have feen all that [ think worth notice. 
It is my intention to ftudy Germany thoroughly, without, however, extending my inqui- 
ries to the numberlefs landgraviates, margraviates, baronies, republics, &c. &c. As to 
thefe, it is doing them honour enough to fay that they exift. ‘ 

You know that I ftayed fome time in Strafburg, as well for the fake of learning to 
Speak a little German, as to make myfelf acquainted, by the help of maps and books, 
with the country I mean to travel through. In this purfuit I found more affiftance than 
I could have expeéted, and it is certainly not the fault of the German geographers and 
politicians that their country is fo little known by foreigners. ; 

Having fometimes been fo kind as to allow me a genius for the obfervation of men 
and manners, you may reafonably expect fomething more in my letters than what you 
have commonly met with in our French and Englith travellers. Thefe, indeed, have 
ufually been gentlemen, who having travelled in clofe poft-chaifes to the great courts, 
as if (as Yorick fays) they were riding poft from death, have given us the few anecdotes 
they have picked up, either at the poft-houfe, whilft they were changing horfes, or from 
their bankers, or from their opera-girls, as true accounts of the flate of manners, legif- 
lation, religion, &c. of the country. 

‘A man who would know all orders of people, fhould mix with them all; but this is 
what a common traveller feldom either can or will do, on the contrary, they are ge- 
nerally compelled to live in a narrow circle, where they hear of nothing but the plea- 
fures and occupations of the company ; therefore, again, a man mutt be a ftudious tra~ 
veller by profeffion, to enter into the peculiarities of awhole people. After all, let him 
be ever {o willing, and ever fo well prepared, he will find it more difficult to know Ger 
many than any cther country ; for it is not here as in France, where, as all ape the man- 
ners of the capital, by going thither you fee all, as it were, in the compafs of a nut-fhell. 
In Germany there is no town which regulates the manners of the whole, but the coun- 
try is divided into a numberlefs variety of large and fmall fates, differing from each 
other inreligion, government, opinions, &c, and which have no band of union whatever, 
except their'common language. «. 

You 
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‘You know that I commonly travel on foot when I cannat get into a public land or 
water carriage; but thele are inexpreflibly pleafant to me on account of the coupes, 
I meet in them, even fhould that cornpany happen to confift only of Jews, Capuchins, 

en. 
eed Pacw too that I am eriough a citizen of the world to find fome good out of my 
own country, arid not to be outrageoufly out of humour when all is not as 1 Is oe 

You may depend on receiving one letter at leaft every week, in which you wi a 
an account either of a German town or of fome part of the country. eneral o 2 
vations I mutt, of courfe, defer to the end, when I fhall have put together the fevera 
broken parts of the narrative. I fhali not troubie you. with any of the nonfenfe which 

_ you mult have enough of in our daily publications. oO 


LETTER IL 


. i . Stutgart, April 10, 1780.- 
- | HOPE that you received my letter of the third, which was intended as a‘kind of 
introdudtion to our future correfpondence. Though I know how odious letter-writing 
is to you, I muft neverthelefs infit on an anfwer to every fix of mine, and if you cannot 
bring yourfelf to fit down to work, defire Nannette to do it for you.—But to my diary: 
As I was geting into the poft-waggon at Strafburg, who fhould come in, in a pott-chaife 
and four, but Mr. B ! No doubt, you muft have feen him at Paris at Madame 
H——--—’s._ ‘ Whither,’ fays he, ‘fo fat? “A pilgrimage through Germany,’ 
fays I. Out upon the flupid country,’ fayshe; I have juft travelled over it, but in 
truth it is not worth the trouble’ At firft I thought that he muft at leaft have made 
fome {tay in fome of the principal German towns; but when I came-to inquire, 1 found 
that what hé called having travelled over the ftupid country, was a fmall excurfion from 
Switzerland, through part of Suabia and Bavaria, as far as Munich, and from thence 
into France again by Augfburg, Ulm, and Friburg. “As there happened to be a map of 
Germany behind the door of the poft-houfe, with the point of my {word I traced the 
parts of the country he had been over, and fhewed him, that far from having travelled 
through Germany, he had {carce feen any part of it; but this did not affect him atall: 
Go you,’ fayshe, ‘go you; for my part I have feen it.’ ; 

My company confifted of a wine-merchant from Ulm, with a melancholy face, who 
was always fhaking his lips as if he had tafted four wine, and an elderly lady, who faid 
fhe was hired as a governefs in a great houfe at Vienna. As neither of thefe compa- 
nions had any peculiar charms for me, I amufed myfelf as we travelled along the banks 
of the Rhine, with confidering the idea perfons who live in the great Parifian world en- 
tertain of what they call with us /e Nord. 1 had been led into this by the gafconade of 
M.B , and the fight of the German poft-map. Here, then, thought I to myfelf, 
(as I rup over in my mind that track of country which reaches from the fpot I was then 
on to the frozen fea,) in ancient times dwelt the Cimbri, the Goths, the Franks, the 
Saxons, the Suabians, and the Allemanni ; and here now are the Swedes, the Pruffians, 
and the Ruflians; andall this great country, together with the formidable poffeflors of 
it, we difpofe of ina word that conveys much the fame ideas to the readers as les Pais 
Bas, the low countries. Les Pais Bas and the Nord, a Frenchman confiders as only fo 
many dependencies on the omnipotent France, There is really nothing to be faid to 
this but what Triftram Shandy fays upon a like occafion: * The French have a pleafant 
way of treating all great matters.’ I could not hep laughing inwardly as thefe thoughts 
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game into my head, and the fight of the ruined fortifications of Kehl gave my laugh 
freth force, from the recolleétion that the mighty Louis, whofe great mind had it in con-® 


templation to annex the fmall dependencies of the Nord and the pais bas, together with 


Italy, Spain, &c. to the French monarch » had built this fort asa key to his conqueits on 
the other fide the Rhine. ‘By my trot,” faid I, as I confidered oti barracks we 
tiges of the old fortifications, “this is pleafant.’—And it is pleafanter ftill, that Beau- 
marchais ‘meant to print his Voltaire in thefe barracks. «In the name of merriment,’ 
faid I, (and my internal laugh then broke out,) ‘is the great France grown too fmall, 
fince the days of the mighty Louis, to hold a dozen letter preffes in’ it a 

The fmall contraband trade with Strafburg excepted, France has nothing to fear from 
this fame Kehl. The place, which ig contemptible in every refpect, belongs, with fome 
other villages, to the-mzrgraves of Baden, but the ftates of the Holy Roman Empire - 
claim a right to the ruined fortifications, 

_—“kne way to Carlfruhe raifed many thoughts in my mind. On fight of the caftle of 
Rattadt, where a termination was put to the war between France and Auttria in 1714, 
I felt myfelf a Frenchman all over. All the great chiefs and ftatefmen, who from the 
beginning of the laft century.to this period had adorned our annals, and fet us far abov. 

“the nations of the earth, feemed to rife before me, and I fat for fome time in a kind of 


trance, fighting their battles and inventing their civil improvements over again. In an \ 





, 
SE 
\. 


mr, 


| 


unlucky minute, however, I was awakened by the recolleétion that this was now allat \, | 


an end; that in 1714 our greatnefs terminated ; that my country no longer produced 
great men; and that the powers whom we had then funk fo low were now rifing, nay, 
that fome of them had already rifen, to fink us. I would then have wifhed to have for. 
gotten that I was a Frenchman, and fought for confolation in the thought of being a 
citizen of the world, and that much as we had loft, E ‘ope in general had gained {till 
‘more in the time that had elapfed ;. but this was impoffible, the traces of defolation which 
many of our generals had left in the places I was travelling through, made me lament 
my having been fo proud of their exploits before. gtete 

I ftayed fome time at Carlfruhe, and was lucky ene to get acquainted with a gen- 
tleman, who, to the beft of hearts, an excellent under! anding, and unremitting exer- 
tions in the fervice of his prince, unites a very fine tafte for German, French, and Eng- 
lith literature. ‘The court of Carlfruhe poffeffes many fuch perfons, fome of whom I 
had been fortunate enough to know at Strafburg. With this gentleman I went to Spires 
to vifit fome of his relations. Our way lay by Bruchfal, the refidence of the bithop of 
Spires. The country we went through had many woods, which, however, were broken 
by a few well cultivated vales. ‘Thefe woods, the timber of which is carried to Holland 
(where it fells very well) by the Rhine, makes a great part of the revenue of the courts 
of Spires and Carlfruhe. “The wood through which we travelled afforded a ftriking 
inftance of the advantage an hereditary kingdom has over an clective one, The woods 
of Baden are kept up with the greateft economy and attention, becaufe the prince 
knows they will be fources of wealth to his remoteit defcendants; whereas at Bruchfal, 
where the defcendants of the prince have nothing to hope, every thing gives way to pre- 
fent enjoyment.—It is needlefs to add that in this refpeét the woods are an emblem of 
the whole country. 

Bruchfal is a pretty little town, and the bithop’s palace a handfome building. The 
prefent prince bifhop, fome effufions of ill humour only excepted, is no bad governor. 
This humour principally thews itfelf againft the young women. I am affured that if he 
could he would make all the girls nuns. He cannot fee one without falling into 
a paflion. His revenue is about three hundred thoufand florins, or thirty thoufand 

10 pounds 
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pounds per annum, and I am forry to add that he is by no meang one of the richeft bi- 
fhopsin Germany. * ; : 

Spires is a fall free city, which was formerly handfomer than it is now; towards the 
end of the: laft century it was entirely deftroyed by the French army ;. fince that time 
it has long lain in ruins, and is now hardly above half built up again. It was one of 
the fir! Roman colonies on the banks of the Rhine, and many Roman coins are ftill 
found in the country. z 

Here, brother, T was in the midft of that theatre from whence, in the laft century, 
our troops fpread defolation from the Rhine to the Mofelle ; where Melac, appearing 
not as the leader of a mighty hoft, but the head of a murderous band, laid fixty flow. 
rifhing towns in afhes, and made a defert of one of the fineft countries on earth! Where 
Turenne, the greateft gendtal of the greateft monareh in the world, anfwered the ge» 
nerous.elector, who, ftruck with the wrongs his country was enduring, would bravely 
have rifked his life for his people, and challenged the incendiary to fingle combat, with 
abon-mot, faying, ‘that fince he had the honour to ferve the king of France, he fought 
only at the head of twenty thoufand men.’ How little in my eyes did then appear the 
great Turenne, whofe bon-mot, turned into common-fenfe, amounted to no more tha 
this: ‘ Thefe twenty thoufand men give me a right to lay your country in afhes !™ 

Myfriend carried: me to the cathedral, half of which is {till inruins. Here I faw the 
tombsof the old emperors, whofe fepulchres our foldiers plundered, and whofé bones. 
they flewed on the ground. ‘This happened,’ faid my friend, ‘in your golden age, 
under'Louis the fourteenth, when your greate{t poets, reafoners, and philofophers flou- 
rifhed, when you was fuppofed to have arrived at the higheft pitch of polith of which 
a nati is capable, when we Germans were no more in your fight than fo many Che- 
rokees; and fome of your academicians had the infolence to propofe, as a queltion fit 
for difeuffion, “‘ Whether it was poflible that a.German fhould have any ¢/prit ?”— 
Brothe:, I was almoft afhamed to be a Frenchman. 

Both at Spires and Bruchfal I found, in the few houfes where we made our flying vi- 
fits, mere eafe and knowledge of the world than I expeGted. I remarked that people: ° 
are veryfond of ftrangers in this country. : ey 

I reclon the few days I fpent at Carlfruhe amongft the happieft of my life. I fawa 
prince sho truly lives only for his people, and feeks his own happinefs in theirs ; ‘one- 
whofe dtive and enlightened mind pervades the whole country, and by its influence 
makes al thofe who have a fhare in the adminiftration patriots like himfelf. Education, 
police, acouragements to induftry and agriculture ; every thing, in fhort, here breathes. 
a fpirit ¢ philofophy and the warm love of mankind. O that Icould make many mil~ 

lions as hppy as the margrave of Baden makes two hundred thoufand men ! ; 

After a¢ electors, and the houfes of Wirtemburg and Heffe Caffel, the margrave of 
Baden isone of the greateft potentates in Germany. ‘The princes of Bareith and’ 
Darmftad are the only ones who can enter into any competition with him; his revenue 
is one milion two hundred thoufand florins, i. e. one hundred and twenty thoufand 
pounds peainum. The margrave’s country extends along the right fide of the Rhine. 
from Bafiltcnear Philipfburg, and from thence through part of Alfatia. to the Mofelle.. 
If it all laytgether it would be more produdive. ‘ 

They carr,on a large trade in cattle, wood, and wine, which laft is extremely good 
in the enviros of Bafil. The country, likewife, produces a kind of marble, which 
fome think qual in goodnefs to the Florentine or Carara; but this:is exaggeration. 
The mildnefiof the government fecures to the people the quiet enjoyment of the re- 
wards of theiinduftry. There are not indeed opportunities of making great fortunes, 
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as the court is very ceconomical, and lives at a fmall expence ; bug the fame caufe pre. 
vents the preflure of extreme poverty from being felt by any one. The facility of ex. 
porting their labours, which is afforded by the navigation on the Rhine, is a great incite. 
ment to induftry. The manufactures in confequence increafe every year, and fone of 
them, particularly the earthenware one at Durloch, are in high cflimation. They have 
ikewife made fome fuccefsful experiments in making filk. 

"Phe margyave is as amiable in private life as he is refpectable in public He and the 
margravine, who is a princels of D’Armitadt, have every polite accomplithment, 
fo that the court is the beft fociety in Carlfruhe. Strangers find little difficulty to gain 
admiffion there. : 

‘This court hag been mich refle€ed upon for its ceconqny, and poffibly may have 
gone rather beyond the line in fome points; but whatever the excefles may have been, 
the prince himfelf is not chargeable with them. The fact is, that the debts of the fa- 
mily were numerous and great. Thofe in the hereditary dominions have arifen from 
frequent wars, and the neceflary provifion for the younger part of the family; but be- 
fides thefe, when the margrave fucceeded to the government of Baden, which fell to 
him by the extenfion of another branch of the family, he found every thing in the pt. 
moft confufion. Priefts, miltreffes, huntfmen, and cooks, had long vied wit eack offer 
for the honour of accelerating the bankruptcy of the court of Raftadt* ; and in the lait 
adminiftration every thing had been purpofely left to go to ruin, on the principle that 
the fucceffor was a proteftant. Under thefe circumftances the prince’s mother thought 
the greateft ceconomy neceflary, and fhe carried it fo far as to caufe the flowers which 
grew in the court garden to be fold, inftead of permitting her daughters to wear them in 
their bofoms. For this, though without the ftriéteft ceconomy the family mut have 
been ruined, the was much laughed at ; perhaps in fome degree defervedly ; but the 
mirth was kept up by fome beaux e/prits in the neighbourhood, whofe mercenary expec- 
tations the court had failed to gratily. 

Carlfruhe is a neat little town confifting entirely of wooden buildings. It isbuilt on 
a regular plan, and ftands in the middle of a large foreft, the remnant of tha which, 
in the time of ‘Tacitus, covered all Germany. Through this foreft there are tlirty-two 
regular avenues extending to a great diffance. The town, built in the fhape sf a fan, 
ftands upon ine of thefe; but you will have a better notion of it from tle plans, 
which are fold upon the fpot, and are very well worth purchafing, than from :ny thing 
Ican fay. ‘ 

I sauna omit an anecdote which happened about forty years ago, and does he prince 
of that time great honour. A traveller who paffed through expreffed his Srprife at 
fecing a palace entirely of wood. «True, Sir’, faid the prince, ‘you may thiné it ought 
at leaft to have been of brick; but I could not be more magnificently lodzd without 
laying expenfive taxes on my fubjects, and J wanted only a roof to lay my had under.’ 
Certainly the difference between a king of Vrance and a margrave of Bakn is very 
great ; and yet it would not have been amifs if the builders of the Louvre, Veriailles, 
and Marli, had attended a little more to fuch confiderations. 


* Radftadt is worth paffing through by ftrangers who have occafion to go from Manhim to Strafburg, 
were it only to fee the little clofet in which Eugene and Villars figned the Treaty of Utreht, and fome ra- 
ther uncommon monuments which itand in the middle of the ftreet. 


LETTER 
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= LETTER III. 
Stutgart, April 14, 1780. 


FROM Carlfruhe I returned here on foot, through a romantic, but in general very 


well cultivated country. 

When you come into Lorraine from Champagne, you.are ftruck with a remarkable 
difference between the circumftances of the farmers in old France, and thofe of the 
new’y acquired country, notwithftanding that the governors have of late years done 
every thing that they could to make them alike; but in Alface the contrat is ftill greater. 
The farmer of Alface is quite a gentleman when compared with the old Frenchman. 
You will hear indeed heavy complaints of high taxes even at Strafburg ; but it is only 
from fuch as have no opportunity of eftimating the advantage of their fituation by com- 

arifonr. , 
In the part of Germany I have hitherto travelled through, the inhabitants are ftill 
happier than in Alfatia. The form of government protects them from oppreffion in 
the lager ftates, fuch as Wirtemberg, &c. and the emperor himfelf frequently interpofes 
in the fmaller ones, In my way from Carlfruhe hither, I could not fufficiently admire 
the thiving {tate of the people. ; 

Befere I give you any account of my excurfion into the neighbouring parts of Sua- 
bia, I nuft make you acquainted with the prefent ftate of this court. No doubt, from 
what yar have formerly heard, you will expeét accounts of fumptuous feafts, balls, illu- 
minatiais, hunting parties, concerts, and the like, but with any thing of that kind I thal! 
not be ible to entertain you. They no longer make artificial lakes on the tops of hills, 
and conpel the peafant to fill them with water, for the purpofe of hunting a {tag there ; 
they nolonger light up immenfe forefts, and bring out fauns and dryads to dance mid- 
night dnces inthem; you meet with no more winter gardens abounding in all the flow- 
ers of m European fpring : even the famous opera-houfe, where Noverre exhibited 
when hs fame was“at the higheft, is nowa folitary ruin. This change aftonifhes you. 
Icannoiexplain it better than by giving you the duke’s own words. 

In 1778 this worthy prince took the opportunity of his birth-day to publifh a mani- 
fefto of wiich the following is the fubftance: “Being a man, and, from the condi- 
tion of m= nature, far removed from the ftandard of perfection, and likely to remain 
fo, it coul: not but fall out, that partly from the weaknefs incidental to human nature, 
and partlyfrom the want of fufficient fagacity, and other caufes, many events fhould 
have taker place, which h.ai they net happened, things would have been very different 
from what:hey now are, or are likely to be hereafter. ‘This lacknowledge freely, as it 
is the dutyof every upright thinking mind to do, and the confideration of it reminds 
me of dutié obligatory to every man, but {till more fo to the anointed of the Lord upon 
earth. I onfider this day, in which I have entered into my fiftieth year, as beginning 
the fecondseriod of my exiftence.—I aflure my loving fubjeéts, that every fuccefiive 
year of life which it fhall pleafe divine Providence to beftow, fhall be dedicated to the 
promotion f their happinefs.—~Henceforwards fhall the profperity of Wirtemberg be 
eftablithed @ the joint and firm bafis of the fovereign’s love for his people, and of the 
people’s cofidence in the affection of their fovereign.—A fubje@, who thinks as he 
ought to de will fee that many circumjtances mutt arife, in which the good of the indivi- 
cual muft gye way to the good of the whole, nor murmur if things do not always take 
the turn wich he would have wifhed them to do.—We truft that every man will, for 
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the future, live in. the confidence that he has a provident and anxious father in his 
prince: yes, may the conteft who fhall do moft.to miake his native country happy, be 
trom this day forth the only cont&{t that ever arifes between us.” 

The duke is now quite a philofopher; he founds fchools, farms, cultivates arts and 
fciences, and eftablifhes manufa€tures: in fhort, he endeavours int every way poflible to 
make up for what has been wrong. . 2 

Many caufes had contributed to miflead this prince in the earlier parts of lifey and 
to give his mind, naturally a lively and impetuous one, a falfe direCtion. Amongft the 
foremoft, we may reckon the fathion of the times, the bad examples fet him by the courts 
of Manheim and Drefden, the tafte for falfe magnificence, which he had acquired in 
Iraly, and the corruption of thofe who furrounded him; many of whom, I am afhamed 
to fay it, were French, Thefe were the caufes of that diffipation of which Europe has 
heard fo much. The confequences were {uch as might naturally have been foreleen ; 
debt, oppreflive taxes, refiftance on the part of the’ ftates of the country, and finally, a 
commiifion of inquiry iffued by the imperial court. The debts, upon examination, were 
found to amount to 1,200,cool, The evil counfellors, you may think, were removed ; 
but this would have done little, but for the change which about this time took place in 
moft of the leffer courts of the empire, the princes of which, from being opprefive and 
expenfive tyrants, fuddenly contraéted a tafte for political ceconomy and Philobphical 
purluits, Into thefe the duke ran with as much ardour as he had formerly doneinto ju- 
venile diffipation. ‘ od 

I thould now give you an account of the feveral new eftablifhments for edication, 
and particularly of the military academy ; but I believe that you are already ac(uainted 
with them, and as to myfelf, I muft confefs ingenioufly, that they do not pleafeme. I 
fuppofe that as things are now circumftanced, it is neceflary to pour a grea deal of 
knowledge into boys, before the mind is fit to receive it; fill I own that Icamot bear 
to fee the intention of nature fo perverted. My children, if I am bleffed with ay, thall 
grow up to thefe years like young Coflacks.—But I thall take another opjortunity 
to give you my fentiments on education—at prefent fomething mare concernng Wir. 
temberg. d 

The greatef part of the dukedom confifts in an extenfive valley, which is bonded on 
the eaft by a chain of hills called the Alps; on the weft by the Black Fore; on the 
north bya part of the mountain of Oden-Wald, and an arm of the Black Fueft; and 
on thefouth by the joint arms of the Alps, and the Black Foreft *, On tk whole it 
inclines to the northward, and is watered in the middle by the Necker. Seveal fmaller 
arms run off from the furrounding chains of hills towards the centre, crofs ach other 
in various direGions, and form little vallies, which are watered by an infinit of rivers. 
The land is rendered exceedingly fruitful by thefe leffer hills, which fhelte the vallies 
from the cold winds, and colleét the heat of the fun between them. The fiuthern fides 
of thefe mountains and hills are planted with vines very high up, and abovethere is ex- 
cellent dyers’ wood, and bruth wood; and at the bottom is a grey. coloured ‘ght mould, 
which yields all kinds of corn, but particularly barley, in aftonifhing plenty Upon the 
whole, this country very much refembles the middle part of Lorrain; tt the foil is 
much better, and there are not fo many {tones in it. Excepting falt, whic’ itis obliged 
to have recourfe to Bavaria for, it abounds in all the neceffaries of life. Wht corn is not 
confumed in the country is fent to Switzerland, and. the wine goes as far aEngland. 


- © The*Black Forcft is the largeft wood of Germany, being fixty days journey in lengs, and nine in 
breadth, 
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‘The whole extent of the country does not contain more than two hundred German, 
or two hundred and fixty-fix French fquare miles. In this circuit there are about five 
hundred and fixty thoufand inhabitants ; that is, about two thoufand eight hundred to 
every German {quare mile. Excepting thofe parts of Germany which are in the neigh- 
bourhood of fome capital cities, and fome diltri€s of Italy, and the Netherlands, there 
is certainly no country in Europe fo populous in proportion to its extent, as this is, It 
-is however {¢ fruitful as to be able to Support as many more inhabitants. 

‘rhe incone of the duke amounts to three millions of florins *, or about 300,000], 
per annum. I know that many printed calculations make the fum {maller. But as 
there are fev parts of Germany in which the taxes are not eftimated at five florins per 
head, and infome they pay much more, why {hould it not be fo in Wirtemberg, which 
is one of the lazgeft territories in Germany, and in which the fubje@ is not more 
f{pared? 

P After theeleQors, the duke is beyond comparifon the greateft prince in Germany, 
though the landgrave of Heffe Caffel, who has not above two thirds of the fubjects or 
yearly income, is of more confequence in the empire, on account of his conneétion with 
England. —_ 

“The govemment of this dukedom is not fo fimple and unmixed, as that of the terri« 
tory of Bacen. Here are {warms of counfellors, fecretaries, proétors, and advocates, 
of which nore tian half might be fpared; but the nature of the government allows 
them to enpy thir appointments in idlenefs. Many of them, it is true, belong to the 
ftates, whot duty it is to limit the authority of the prince; but notwithftanding the many 
reductions i the noufehold itfelf, it is {till much too large for the duke’s circumftances, 

The duk’s arny confifted formerly of fourteen thoufand men; and if his debts were 

" paid, and te other expences moderated, fuch an eftablifhment might always be fup- 
ported, as tie population and revenues of the country appear to allow it. At the time 
of the chang, however, they were reduced to abput five thoufand men, and thofe feem 
to be none oithe belt troops, 

Stutgart co.taias about twenty thoufand inhabitants, and fince the duke is returned, 
the populationha: been conftantly on the increafe, During the conteft, in which Stut- 
gart took a vey volent part, he removed to Louifburg. Stutgart was inftantly fenfible 
of her lofs by ; the made every poflible effort to obtain his return, but all in vain: but 
after a reconciation between the prince and the ftates, the with of the Stutgarders was 
at laft accomphhed. 

The city is ell built: the inhabitants are a handfome, ftout people. The women 
are tall and fluder, with fair and ruddy complexions. The natural riches, the eafe 
with which a wintenance is to be procured, either at court or in the country, caufe them 
to live exceedigly well. What would provide for twelve of our people, feems here to 
be only the paion of fix. The Stutgarder is fo attached to his home, that if you 
remove him bi thirty miles from it, he is immediately feized with the maladie du pais. 

‘Though theountry throughout is proteftant, and the Duke alone a catholic, there 
ftill prevails : reat deal of fuperftition and bigotry. The clergy are members of the 

tiates, have ¢jrifdiction of their own, and are very wealthy. : 

The affeia of the Wirtembergers towards their prince is remarkable. Even when 
the duke feeed to have no other care-than how he fhould load them with new taxes, 
he did not ffeit their attachment. The curfes of the people fell on his fervants, and 
the crew of pjectors who led him aftray. But fince thefe have been banifhed, he is 
become the il of his fubjecis; and he deferves to be fo, —— Farewell. 


* A German florin is two hhillings of Englith money. 
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LETTER IV. 
Stutgart, May 20, 1785. 

MY excurfions in the neighbouring ftates of the circle of Suabia, did not produce the 
rich booty I had promifed to myfelf. I vifited a dozen free imperial towns, in which, 
notwithftanding the republican form of government, not a {park of liberty or patriotifny 
was to be feen. ‘The inhabitants of thefe have, through the oppreffion of more powerful 
neighbours, long fince loft all fenfe of the value of independence ; but thoagh afhamed 
to mention the name of their native country out of their own walls, within them they 
mimic the forms of old Rome, and after the manner of thofe governors & the worl, 
infcribe their public buildings of ftate with Senatus Populufque Hallevfis, Bopfingenfis, 
Nordlingenfis, &c. 

In the fifteenth century, the imperial cities of Suabia acted a very diferent part. 
They were then united in leagues, not only with each other, but with the cties of i’ran- 
conia and the Rhine. Even the Emperor had fometimes caufe to be alarmed at their 
increafing power, which indeed made Charles V. difunite them, From thp.time of the 
affociation of the Hanfe towns, the gold had flowed from all the country int the cities, 
Thefe were the exclufive feats of indultry, and their wealth drew intotheir dependance- 
the neighbouring princes, who at that time lived by robberies. 

If the fpirit of trade which then prevailed, had fuffered them to place mere value on 
the poffeffion of landed property, they would to this day have preferved bmewhat of 
their, former fplendour, as with their power they might have made many coiquefts, and 
with their wealth many purchafes. 

All hopes are now vanithed of their ever becoming again confpicuous... As foon as: 
the princes difcovered the value of induftry, and gave it free encovragenent in their 
dominions, it fled into their prote€tion, and abandoned the dark walls of dties in which: 
a fyftem of monopolies, little policy, and narrow-minded envy of the fircefsful, laid it 
under fo many reftraints. In confequence, the towns are {fo reduced, 3 to be obliged 
to fell the little landed property they have, to difcharge their debts This has lately 
been the cafe with Ulm; the largeft town in Suabia, next to Augfbary. OF the im- 
perial towns which I have vifited, I can fay nothing particular, but tat Heilbron is 
beautifully fituated, and Halle has a falt manuta@tory, which brings inthree hundred 
thoufand florins, or thirty thoufand pounds per annum. 

Having left thefe ftates, I ran over in a very fhort time, about a doze principalitics,. 
and prelacies, with the names of which I fhall not trouble you. Aholt the whole 
country confitts of well-wooded mountains and hills, and fertile vales,.1 in high culti- 
vation. ‘The great population which prevails here is wonderful, when ou contider the 
untoward circumftances of the country. By untoward circumftances, lean the extor- 
tions of petty mafters, who all keep their miftreffes, their ftag-houas, their French 
cooks, and Englifh horfes; the perpetual quarrels amongft neighbours, ‘ich ariie from: 
the various perplexed governments of the empire; the {mall profits atndant on ine. 
duftry within fuch a confined fpot; and laftly, the conftant decreafe of in, swing to 
the fums of money expended by the governors ef the country in fearch ° forei.n lus- 
uries. As religion, manners, attachment to the native fi.0i, temperanceind frugality, 
all of which 1 am willing to allow that thefe people poflcis, do not appr to me fnfli- 
cient of themfelves to counterbalance thefe evils, | have but one way ofecounung for 
the profperity I fee; which is this: > Th 
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‘She right of holding property of their own, which the country people of thefe parts 
enjoy, could not of itfelf prevent thefe ftates, which exift entirely by agriculture, trom 
decay; becaule the extraordinary fruitfulnefs of the women would in time require fuch 
a partition of property, as would not leave enough to-each farmer to buy beds for his 
children. I believe therefore that it is the emigrations, joined with this, that are to 
folve the phenomenon I am endeavouring to explain. Though Suabia is the moft po- 
pulous country in all Germany, there is no one of the inhabitants of which migrate in 
fuch large quantities. | “ 

Thefe emigrants are of two kinds. The major part are an idle fet, who fell their 
property to furnifh themfelves with money to travel into foreign countries, in fearch of 
imaginary projeéts of fortune. The others are young men, who go out to try their for- 
tune as mechanics, and when they fucceed, part with their land to their other brothers 
for a {mall confideration. By thefe caufes no greater load is thrown upon agriculture 
than it is able to bear; and it is well that there is not; for the fole refources of fuch” 
finall diftricts as thofe we are now fpeaking of, are in their agriculture. For the limits 
of their luxury are too narrow to admit of that variety of employments, and ways of 
gain, which diverfify the callings of men fo infinitely in other countries; nor is it pofli- 
ble that manufactures fhould thrive among them, whilft they are circumftanced as they 
are ; that is, farrounded by powerful princes, who lay great duties on their imports, in 
order to protect-their own eftablithments, and fituated in a country which fupplies them 
with few, if any, of the prime materials for work. They mut therefore depend entirely, 
on their agriculture, and they do fo. I donot however mean to fay, that, cultivated as 
it is, this country is not fufceptible of a much greater degree of improvement. It cers 
tainly is; and much more might be done. 

Still, what has been done is furprifing ; nor is the caufe lefs worthy of admiration. 
For it is owing toa fteady adminiltration of juftice, and a fet of political regulations 
which are to be met with in the {malleft parts of the country, and which raifed my won- 
der as often as I had occafion to confider them. We not only hear nothing here of 
the oppreflions of private individuals, but there are inftances in which caufes have been 
given againft the petty lords of the country in theit own courts. Indeed they have need 
tobe careful; for no man who is not {trong enough to bring a force in the field againft 
the emperor, to whom there is always an appeal, would be fuffered to go on long with 
impunity. Itis but a few years fince, that. redre{s was obtained againft a petty prince of 
Suabia, who was going to drive his fubjects out of their poffeflions, in order to make 
way for his tags and wild boars. But it muft be owned, that fuch extreme remedies 
as thefe are feldom neceflary. There is an integrity flill adherent to the German cha- 
yacter, and a kind of jovial humour about them, which makes the princes of the country 
ftart from the aéts of wanton oppreffion and cruelty, which, with the fame powers, would 
no doubt be exercifed in Spain, Italy, and even in France. Give a German prince but 
yoom and food for his dogs and horfes (for about the welfare of thefe he is uncommonly 
folicitous) and you have little to fear from him in other refpeéts ; —~ that is as an indi- 
vidual, for in the grofs they will clip you as clofe as they can. 

There is, however, one obje& in which there is great need of reformation, and that 
is the adminiflration of criminal juflice. The torturc is net yet abolifhed in thefe coun- 
tries, and they {ill behead, hang, break upon the wheel, and impale fecundu’h pracepta 
legis Caroline. It is not very long fince they burned a woman for being a witch; but 
that I believe is over. ‘The civil law too, is not yet reduced to that perfe ftate which 
might be defirable. Not that I am for getting rid of all forms, with your modern phi- 
lofophers, and leaving every thing to the wifdom of the judge, under the pretence that 

€2 forms 
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forms confume too much time and money. - That they confirme time and money Iam 
ready to allow ; but thefe are well employed when @ow inveltigation brings fecurity in 
the final decifion, and the neceffity of abiding by forms prevents cupidity from practifing. 
on avarice. Give me a Socrates for'a judge, and I will be content to abide by his de- 
cifions ; but whilft judges are what they are, whilft.philofophy comes out of the mouth 
and expires on the lips, it is better to truft toa mode of procefs, which leaves little room 
for the bad paffions to play. I own that fomé of. the Gothic forms fill. praétifed in 
moft of the German tribunals, might be abolifhed without doing mifchief. But there 
are many in which the Gordian knot has been cut inftead of being loofened. —— Fare 
thee well. 


LETTER V. - 
; ; 7 Augsburg... 

I HAVE made you wait thus long for a letter, as a punifhment for your intolerable 
lazinefs ; but as you appear penitent in the hort epiftle I received yefterday, and Nan- 
nette intercedes for you in the poftfcript, thall refume the correfpondentes.:.5 22; 55.07 4° 

At Stutgart I met with a friend with whom.I made, an excurfion very far into th 
Black Foreft. The inhabitants of thofe parts of it which belong to the dutchy of Wir- 
temberg are not near fo handfome, well-made, or lively, as thofe who live near the 
Necker, and in the adjoining vallies. ‘Themen are clumfy, and the women yellow,, ill» 
fhaped, and wrinkled at the age of thirty. They diftinguifh themfelves from their: 
neighbours, by a more frightful tafte in drefs, and a fhocking want of cleanlinefs. Kalb: 
is the beft town in thefe parts. It has confiderable manufactures, and the inhabitants ; 
diftinguifhed themfelves in the contefts with the duke, by an uncommon degree of {pi<- 
rit, love of liberty, and attachment to the conttitution. : 

I am not able to account fatisfactorily to myfelf for the uglinefs of this: people.. 
Hard labour and little food may contribute to it, but cannot be the only. reafon ;. for in 
the country of Furftemberg, and particularly in the Auftrian parts of this:great chain 
of hills, we faw very handfome people who did not feem to live better than the Wir- 
tembergers do. Poffibly the uglinefs of the latter may be owing to the fituation, and 
depth of the vallies, to the air, and perhaps to the water. , 

Thefe journies over the mountains had particular charms for me. I fancied myfelf 
in a new world. One inchanting profpect exceeded another in variety and beauty. 
Mountains, and chains of mountains of the moft extraordinary forms, cataraéts, woods, 
fmall lakes in the deep hollows, precipices; in fhort, every thing I faw was in fo grand 
a ftyle, that 1 am not vain enough to attempt to defcribe it in a letter. 

After refting fome days with my friend at Stutgart, 1 fet out for the lake of Cone . 
ftance, where my wifhes had long gone before me. In my way thither, I came over 
another chain of hills called the Alps, which run through the middle of Suabia 
from north-eaft to fouth-weft, This chain ftretches from the frontiers of Suabia, be- 
tween Bavaria and Franconia, as far as Fichtelberg, and joins with the mountains of 
Bohemia. : : . 

The obje& moft worthy notice in this journey, was the family feat of the King of 
Pruffia. Who would believe that the great Frederick, who withftood the united ftrength 
ef the greateft powers of Europe, and preferved the balance in the north, was the de- 

- fcendant of a younger branch of the houfe of Hohenzollern, the fmalleft principality of. 
Germany, the two iurviving branches ef which, Hechingen and Siegmaring, have not 
together 
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’ together feventy thoufand florins, or feven thoufand pounds, income? The younger 
brother of one of our marquiffes beg informed of this by a-Pruffian, gave a fnap with 
His fingers; and faid, Voila un Cadet qui a fait fortune: ; 

We travelled directly through the princedom of Hohenzollern,. the breadth of whicts 
is little more than ten miles. It may be about fifty miles in length, but, includipg the 
detached part of Siegmaringen, does not contain more than twelve thoufand peoples 
The country is exceedingly full of hills and woods, and the princes have always been 
great hunters. Thofe who now {way the fceptre are amiable men, who, you may fups 
pofe, do not forget that the King of Pruffiais their relation. If 1 miftake not, a count 
of Hohenzollern was not long fince made coadjutor to the chapter of Ermeland by the- 
King. : 

We viewed the caftle of Hechingen, whieh ftands on a high mountain, and commands- 
an extenfive profpeét over the dutchy of Wirtemberg, and the neighbouring countrys - 
I have heard that one of the ancient governors of this fmall territory, could not forbear” 
faying, ashe was-walking with his attendants on the caftle terrace, and furveying with: 
delight’ the wild and beautiful country round him, “The /ittle-country of Wirtemberg 

would bé a pretty addition to the territory of Hohenzollern.” if this anecdote fhould 

not be true, it is not ill invented, the /ittle country of. Wirtemberg. being at-leaft thirty 

times as large as the whole territory of Hohenzollern. . 

I.was tranfported at the fight of the lake of Conftance ; but fhalk not attempt any 
poetical defcription of it, as 1 fhould ufe a very rough crayon indeed, to portray a feene: 
of infinite variety and beauty.. I-fhall therefore only give you my philofophical and pos - 
litical refleGtions on the country and its inhabitants... Indeed you well know, that where - 
my feelings are the moft interefted, I am teaft happy in expreffing them. : 

What at firft fight is moft: ftriking in this great piece of. water, which divides Gers 
many from Switzerland, through. fo great a length of country is, that there fhould be - 
no town of-any importance about it. Conftance, whieh is the moft refpectable, hardly 
contains fix thoufand inhabitants, whilft Schaffhaufen, St..Gallen, Zurich, and fome ° 
places which are not far diftant, though lefs advantageoufly fituated, are very flourifhing 
Cities. It has no trade to fignify, nor the fmalleft manufacture of any kind. This is - 
miore extraordinary, becaufe, throughout. the country, the Bavarian peafant feems not- 
only more alive and alert than.the Swifs, but has an advantage over him in morals and 
induftry. ; 

In Conttinge one is ftrongly-induced. to confider this want of indultry, the neglect of © 
the advantages which nature holds out,.and the vices which prevail as- entirely owing 
to the religion. In Alface, and among the lower Suabians, I-had’already found more 
fpirit of trade in the proteftants than in the catholics,. whom numerous: holidays, .pil+ - 
grimages, holy fraternities, the immoderately inculcated doftrine of the contempt of - 
worldly things, the expectation of fome wonderful fupport from God, the eafe of find. 
ing a provifion in cloifters, and laftly, very narrow and contracted minds, all contribute « 
to corrupt. Thefe difadvantages, however, .as far as concerns the peafants of the two 
countries we are {peaking of, are compenfated by the heavinefs and favagenefs of the re- 
formed Swifs; fpecinens of which, I fhall at a future time lay before you ; but in the 
towns, the greater number of churches and cloifters, added to the above caufes on the 
one fide, and the greater degree of knowledge on the other, create a-difference which is 
very ftriking, and is infinitely increafed by a number of cther caufes befides religion. 

It is evident, I think, from the example of France, the Aufirian Netherlands, and 
various-Italian flates, that the Roman: catholic religion does not of itfelf ftifle induitry, . 
of which there may exilt a great deal with a flrong tinge of fuperftition, juft-as the 
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Anight ef La Manca, when taken out of his quixotifm, fhewed himfelf both a gentleman 
and a philofopher. In this country likewife, religion is not fo much the principal as the 
acceflary caufe; and it is owing to local circumftances, that the German catholic is not 
fo induftrious as the French or Genoefe. 

The chief of thefe is certainly the mode of education. You would be aftonithed to 
fee the difterence-of education in the German proteftant, and the German catholic towns, 
as well as between the French and German catholic. All I need to fay on the fubject 
is, that the Jefuits, to whom we owe fo much on this head, and whem all our patriots 
fo much with for back again, are in Germany the protectors of every thing barbarous 
and favage, ‘Lhey ftrive as ardently to fupprefs every emanation of genius here, as 
thofe of their order endeavoured to Kindle it amongft us. 

But ancther obftacle to induftry in this country, is the ftupid, ridiculous pride of the 
nobles. Whilft the Swifs merchant and manufacturer bears a part in the government 
of his country, the Canon of Conftance looks with contempt on the citizen who is in- 
debted for his riches, not to’ a doubtful genealogy, but to his underftanding and induf- 
try. This makes a deep impreffion on the citizen ;_ who, in{tead of increafing his capital 
‘by his induftry, purchafes a title, endeavours to put on the noble, and then with a pride 
till more contemptible, infults his fellows. 

In the next place the frugal way of living of the Swifs very much contributes to the 
increafe of their manufactures. The daily repaft of an inhabitant of the middle ftation 
of life in Conftance, would make a fumptuous feaft for one of St. Gallen. True it is, 
that as every ill hasits attendant good, their conviviality may be the caufe why the Sua- 
bians are evidently fo much better tempered than the Swifs. Add to all this, that Con- 
ftance is in a manner neglected, on account of its diftance from the Court of Vienna. 
The Swils, it is faid, made overtures to-eftablifh manufa€tures there, but they failed. I 
am ignorant whether the failure was owing to the intolerance of the court, to the jea- 
loufy of the fenate of Conftance, which is conftantly folicitous to preferve fomething 
of its former importance as a free imperial town, or to the above mentioned pride of the 
nobles. 

The bifhop refides at Moerfburg, a fmall town on the oppofite border of the lake. 
¥e has an income of about feventy thoufand florins, or 7oool. per annum. He has very 
confiderable poffeffions in Switzerland. ‘The other places worth notice on the German 
fide, are Uberlingen and Lindau. 

The Swifs fide of this fmall lake is more pleafant to view than the German. The 
beautiful mixture of the neighbouring hills planted with vines, the {traggling appearance 
of the farm-houfes with orchards round them, the fmall and varied patches of all the 

different kinds of agriculture, make it more agreeable to the eye than the Suabian vil- 
lages, the houfes of which fland together as in towns, and are often encompafled by a 
great corn field or a wide meadow. Upon the whole, I believe that both fides of the 
lake are equally well inhabited. The Swifs foil is more {tony and heavy than the Ger. 
man, and though the Thurgaw is one of the beft parts of Switzerland, it is indebted to 
Suabia for a part of the prime neceflary of life, to wit, corn, which it repays in wine and 
fru 

They little think in Holland, how much they owe to the lake of Conftarce. As 
ma‘ters even now are, they can hardly guard againift the fand, which being waflied down 
from the Alps by the Aar, and other rivers into the Rhine, threaters to itop up the 
mouth of rhe latter, and already leaves room to apprehend fome violent revolution, by 
the great fand banks it has raifed. But if the great refervoir we {peak of did not inter- 
ass degre? aati nt fad “shacks shin- Saeed Aeon At this: le bine aiaihoo 
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from the high Buntnerland, Holland muft have been already buried under a new fand, 
and the courfe of the Rhine, being altered by it, mult have totally changed-the figure of 
thecountry. It is true that thee e changes mult neceflarily happen. However confider- 
able the depth of this lake may be, it muft at laft be filled up, and the feoner, becaufe 
the ftream, as it flows from Conftance through the upper parts of Germany, is always 
deepening its bed, and the lake lofes exactly fo much water as it gains in fand. On the 

_ other hand, if we reflect how much fo great a bafon as this lake may contain; if we cal- 
culate its contents as De la Torre did thofe of Vefuvius, we fhail think that the Dutch 
are fecure for many generations. 

It was impoffible for me to leave this country without vifiting the famous Fall of the 
Rhine at Lauffen, where I beheld the fineft fpe€tacle I had ever feen. As no painting 
or print of this magnificent feene of nature had ever come in my way, and T knew it only 
trom general report, that which probably happens to all who do not carry with them 
fome diftinét idea of it happened to me. My imagination had. deceived me. I had fan-- 
cied to myfelf one of the wildeft {pots of the world, and the Rhine falling from a great 
height into an unfathomable gulf. The contrait between the reality and my idea, made 
the 1 furprize more agreeable. Indeed the circumftance took place here, which generally 
attends all great works of nature and art, the true greatnefs and beauty of which do not 
ftrike at firft fight, but are feit on clofer obfervation and comparifon cf their parts. I 
found the fall not near fo high, but tar more beautiful than I had expected. The am- 
phitheatre of hills covered with trees; the two rocks, (on one of which is placed the 
caftle of Lauffen ; on the other, a village, with a mill before it,) which, like the two 
front pillars of a theatre, fland on each fide of the fall; the breadth of the fall; the 
beautiful divifion of its different defcending waters; the rich bafon underneath; the 
agreeable, and almoft artificial mixture of wild cultivated country; in fhort, every thing 
was more delightful than my expectation had formed it. 

‘The height trom which the water falls, is near fifty feet, including the little inclination 
it makes preparatory to its precipitation, which can only be feen from the rifing ground 
above it. It was formerly confiderably higher, and many perfons {till living remember: 
a piece of the rock in the middle of the precipice, which has been worn away by the 
water. I think I could obierve, from the rock on which the caitle of Lauffcn hands 
that the ftream was gradually deepening its courfe. It follows therefore, as 1 faid be- 
fore, that the lake of Cofiftance muft diminifh in proportion as the Rhine deepens its 
bed. © In my jcurney hither, I faw evident marks of new land near Lindau. ‘The lake 
of Conftance has this in common with all lakes, which lay high. This diminution mutt. 
be the moft remarkable in the lake of Neutchatel. 

linade af agreeable litéle tour to the ifland of Meinau, a commandery of the Teuto-- 
nic order at a faiall dillance from Conftance. Tne commander’s houfe is a handfome 
new building, and commands an excellent profped over all the lake of Conftance. Mr. 
Coxe feems not to have underftood the plan of the caftle gardens. Fle contiders it asa 
want of tafte to have obftructed th» free view of the lake, by plantations of fhrubs; but 
thefe lead a ftranger imperceptibly to the defired fpot, where he is furprifed with the 
profpeét, and iees the whole lake, and all the fplendid landfeape around, im full beauty, 
An uninterrupted view of the wat«rfrom the garden would not be very pleating, as it 

may be cuntiantly enjoved from the winsows of the palace, 

Before | leave Conftance, | muft recal to your memory, a man, whe, for fome years 
paft, has made fome noifz in the public prpers. It was on this flage that the celvbrated 
Geiner began his career, wao in a short time expelled fo many miiions of devils, and- 
cured fo many hundred bigots, An order of the bithop of Conftance having prchibited 

7 fuch 
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fuch miraclesin his diocefe, forced him to take refuge under the-protection of the pre- 
‘late of Salmanfweiler, who, by the ftrength of hard gold, always purchafes of the pope 
an exemption from the bifhop’s power. ‘In oppofition to the bifhop, the prelate efpoufed 
the part of the refugee with much warmth; and his fortune-was made by the perfecution 
he underwent. ‘he prelaté’s {teward fupplied him with fome barrels of ftinking oil, 
and other commodities, which he ufed for the purpofe of his cures, and.in the furnifh- 
ing of which the other found his account. 


LETTER ‘VI. 
e Augsburg. 

AFTER having gone all round. the lake of:Conftance, I directed my journey from 
“Lindau hither, and pafled through fome decayed imperial cities, which had been under 
-the neceflity of :requefting from the emperor an exemption from furnifhing their pro- 
portion of tax for. the public exigencies of the empire, and were now aétually dwindled 
anto villages. Memmingen, however, is an-exception. It has fome manufactures in it, 
-and ftill refembles a town. I-met, by acciderit, with an extract from the chronicle of 
this little town, which runs in the fame old womanith ftyle with all other chronicles of 

fmall towns. .I will tranfcribe.fome paffages from it, as they paint the charaéter of the 
people. 

ola the year 1448, the taverns of the town were exhaufted of wine; :the fenate fenta 
-formal deputation to the Necker, to procure this inditpenfible neceffary for its fubjefts. 
As the waggon with the wine was approaching, the body of the citizens went in. procef- 
-fion to meet it, with drums. beating, .and colours.flying, and:there.was.a public bonfire 
ordered.— 

‘In the year 1449, there happened, on ‘St. Galen’s day, in the church of St. Martin, 
fome difpute among the women concerning the pews, which at laft bred a fray among 
‘them in the church itfelf. ‘The clergy imagined it neceffary to new confecrate the church, 
which had been thus prophaned; but the.fenate oppofed it with all their power, as it 
chad only been.a.fray of: women.’ 

Both thefe charaéteriftics.of the people ftill.prevail. ‘The Suabian has ftill the fame 
veneration for wine, and the fame maftery over his wife, 

From hence I came through numberlefs earldoms and lordthips, the moft confider- 
able of which are the poffeffions of the counts Trucchfeffe and Fugger; thefe might 
‘be confidered as principalities, were they not divided among fo many branches of the 
families, 

The whale tract of country, from the lake of Conftance here, is not near fo well cule 
tivated as lower Suabia. The manners of the.people alfo are much-inferior. ‘There is 
a ftriking difference in the perfons.of themen, The inhabitants of thefe parts aré ugly, 
and their features are fo diftorted that the fight difgufts one. Nature'too has done {till 
lefs for them, than'for their neighbours. The whole of their country is a plain, which 
Js interfected only by one ridge of woody hills, between Lindau and Leutkirchen. The 
foil is only fit for tillage; whereas, in Lower Suabia, the mixture.of mountains, hills, 
and valleys, allows of every kind of agriculture. - 

The efficient caufe.of the ruin of this country is its being parcelled out into fo many 
{mall baronies ; many of the owners of which live at the great courts, and draw the mo. 

mey out of thecountry. It is needlefs for a traveller to atk, if the mafter of thefe pot 
feflions refides upon his property ; as one can eafily difcover ia the looks of the people, 
Sg 
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wad the forfaken alpe@t of the country, that he does not. Whilft the. baron is making 
a figure at court, his vaffals are expefed to the oppreffions of a rapacious fteward, who 
generally contrives, in the fpace of a few years, to amafs fo much wealth as to enable 
him to refign his office, and commence baron himfelf. 

If a life of extravagance, and a ridiculous paffion for titles, was not fo univerfat 
amongit them; if they had more love for the arts and feiences; if they had a tafte for 
more elegant pleafures than horfes, equipages, and fervants can afford ; if they could 
bring over from France fomething more becoming than a {tiff carriage, an affected walk, 
a taite for gaming, and a wretched jargon, the German nobles might be the happieft 
clafs of human beings. Almoft entirely independant, as the nature of the conttitution 
makes them, they might become, in the fulleft fenfe, the creators of the happinefs of 
their fubjeéts, and in return receive their adoration. But they appear not to have fuf. 
ficient fenfibility to follow fuch a line of condué. Nature takes her revenge, and the 
confequence of their idle extravagance at the court is, that their eftates run gradually in 
* debt, and their refources vanith. 

Augfburg is one of the oldeft towns in Germany, and one of the moft remarkable of 
them, as itis there, and at Nuremberg, that you meet with the oldeft marks of German 
art andinduftry. In the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, the commerce of this town 
was the moft extenfive'of any part of fouth Germany, and contributed much to the civie 
lization of the country, by the works of art, and variety of neceffaries to the comfort and 
convenience of life, which it was the means of introducing. Many things originated 
in this town, which have hada great influence on. the happinefs of mankind. Not to 
mention the many important diets of the empire held heres here, in 952, did a council 
confirm the order for the celibacy of prielts ; here, in 1530, was the confeffion of faith 
of the proteftants laid before the emperor, and other eftates of Germany, and here, in 
2555, was figned the famous treaty of peace, by which religious liberty was fecured to 
Germany. ; 

Many of the houfes are old and ugly, and are built with fo little attention to the rules 
of modern tafte, that Winckelman renounced living in Germany after he had feen, 
them ; but this is what the Englith call peevifhne!s; and to be fo much taken up with 
beanty and form, as to be blind to every other confideration, is folly and vice. The 
houfes in Augfburg muft not be confidered as Roman and Greek temples, but as monu- 
ments of the architeCture of the times in which they were built. Whoever confiders 
them in that light, and compares them with the houfes built at Lubeck and Nurem- 
berg in the fame century, will fee to what a much greater degree of magnificence Augf- 
burg had arrived in thofe early times. He will fee, too, a great deal of real beauty of 
proportion, uniformity, correfpondence of parts, &c. &c. 

The looks of the inhabitants of Augfburg have fomething very ftriking in them. 
‘They are a conppound of the Suabian and Bavarian features. ‘The proteftants are moft 
like the Suabians, and the catholics the Bavarians. It is an obfervation, which has 
been frequently made, and undoubtedly a true one, that you may diftinguifh a proteftant 
of Augfburg, from a catholic, by his looks and manner. Any perfon who goes into 
their refpective churches, will fee ftriking charaeriftical differences in the face. As 
the catholics are more catholic at Augfburg than in any other part of the world, and as 
the followers of the feveral religions feldom inter-marry, this difference may the more 
eafily be accounted for. 

‘The beft account of the fucceflive variations of the government of Augfburg, which. 
is ariftocratical, is to be met with in D. Langemantel’s Hiftarie des Regiments der Stadt 
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Augsburg, fol. and'in P. von Stelten des altern Gofchichte von Augsburg, 2 vol. in gto, 
which carry it down to the year 1649. ee 

The police of the place is very good, and though the town has no territory, it has no 
debts. The water works of Augfburg deferve notice much more than thofe of Marly, 
the mechanifm of them is much more fimple, and the advantage of them much more 
confpicuous. 

Augtburg is, however, no longer what it was. It no longer hasa Fugger, and a 
Wrelfer in it, to lend the emperor millions. In this large and handfome town, formerly 
one.of the greateft trading towns in Germany, there are no merchants at prefent to be 
found, who have capitals of more than 20,o00l. ‘The others, moft of whom mutt have 
their coaches, go creeping on with capitals of 3 or 4,000l. and do the bufinefs of bro- 
kers and commiffioners. Some houfes, however, carry on a little banking trade, and 
the way through Tyrol, and Graubundten, occafions fome little exchange between this. 
place and Germany. 

After thefe brokers and doers of bufinefs by commiffion, the engravers, ftatuaries, 
and painters, are the moft reputable of the labouring part of the city. ‘heir productions, 
like the toys of Nuremberg, go every where. There are-always fome people of genius 
amoneft them ;. but the-{mall demand for their art affords them fo little encouragement, 
that to prevent ftarving, they are moftly confined to the fmall religious works, which 
are done elfewhere by Capuchin monks. ‘They furnith all Germany with little pi€tures. 
for prayer-books, and to hang in the citizens’ houfes. Indeed the arts meet with little 
Support in this country. The man of fathion had much rather keep horfes and hounds,. 
and a ufelefs train of fervants, by whom he is cheated, than provide for an ingenious 
artift, and even when, in obedience to fathion, he is compelled to make fome facrifice to 
genius, he refts no confidence in the abilities of his countryman, As he is feldom pof- 
feffed of tafte and difcernment himfelf; he is directed in his choice by the reputation of 
fome foreign artift, and leaves merit in his own country to ftarve. In other provinces’ 
of Germany, matters appear to be no better ordered; Mengs, Winckelman, Gluck, 
Haffe, Handel, and many others, were obliged to acquire reputation abroad, before their 
merits were acknowledged at home. 

There is an academy of arts inftituted here, under the protection of the magiftrates. 
It feems, however, like its patrons, to have no other aim than to produce: good mecha- 
nics, and preferve the manufaCtures-of thecity. The fenate, for fome time paft, has 
been deliberating on fimilar projeéts, for the encouragement of induftry. As I take 
part in any improvement for focial happinefs, I was extremely mortified to fee thefe in- 
tentions thwarted by the very governors of the town themfelves. 

‘The grounds of this inconfiltent oppofition, arile in a great meafure from the form of 
government. The patricians, who, with a very fmall addition of the mercantile part, 
govern the town ariftocratically, cannot bear to fee the plebeian enabledsby his induftry 
to carry his head above them, Though they extol induftry in the fenate, they hate and 
perfecute it in the workfhop. One Shulin, who has made his fortune by a great cotton- 
work, is a'lamentable example of this duplicity. As the millions bis induftry has 
brought, allow him to live more fplendidly than the patricians with empty titles, he is bes 
come the objet of their moft furious perfecution *. 


4 Mr. Nicolai is of a different opinion, he fays that the burghers take great part in the government, 
and that this is one of the free imperial cities in which there is mo liberty, infinitely more than at Nurem- 
berg or Ulm, : 


This 


RIESBECK’S TRAVELS. THROUGH GERMANYY py 


‘This defpicable pclicy takes its origin in the general corruption of the country. 
Nine-tenths of the inhabitants are the most infamous rafcals imaginable, fellows, who, on 
the leaft fignal, are rcady to cut one ancther’s throats on account of religion; who 
{pend their week’s wages every Sunday in ale-houfes, and never reflect on the greatnels ” 
of their predeceffors, but. when the liquor is fermenting in their brain. I have told you 
already, that the government Is partly catholic, and partly proteftant. Upon the whole, 
the catholics may, I believe, be more numerous than the proteftants. It is quite impol- 
fible to give any. idea of all the ridiculous incidents occafioned by the religious difputes. 
Every day produces fome unexpected occurrence, which makes one both laugh and 
complain. ‘They never brufh a cobweb from a public building, without mingling reli- 
gion in the bufinefs. The catholics; who are more zealous than the proteftants, fup- 
port acontroverfial preacher here, as they do in all the towns, where the religion is of 
the mixed kind. ‘This man, at certain times, fets one half of Augfburg a laughing, the 
other a raving. He who fills this part at prefent, is an ex-jefuit; who is of one the beft 
comedians of the kind I have feen. The exceflive poverty and indolence of the people, 
make them regardlefs of their own rights. The ariftocracy would not be fo powerful 
if the people had more underftanding and attachment to their conftitution. But liber. 
ty is no dearer to them than the chaftity of their daughters, whom their canons, whofe 
incomes are about 2ool, per annum, purchafe every year by dozens. 

The other tenth of the inhabitants confifts of fome patrician families, amongft whom 
there are fome very polite people, of the merchants, artifts and clergy. But there is.too 
much idle extravagance among{t even the moft prudent, and too many jealoufies about 
them all for true patriotifm to take root amongft them. This town, which is nine miles | 
and a half in circumference, contains hardly thirty thoufand people*, and their collective 
capital fcarcely exceeds 1,500,0col. fo that their yearly decreafe becomes more 
and mofé apparent. If fome fortunate circumftances do not arife, another century will 
fee them reduced to abfolute beggary. ; 

The more modern part of this town is truly beautiful; and the fenate houfe is one of 
the handfomeft buildings that I have feen in all my travels. One would believe, that 
in proportion as the internal refources had diminifhed, the magiftracy had become more 
attentive to external decoration. But it is as with the falfe bloom on a courtezan’s 
chéék, it may beguile the pafling ftranger, but whoever fees her at her toilet will foon be 
undeceived. A fhort time fince, on the publication of an order for the water fpouts, 
which ufed to fpout the water upon the ftreets, and injure the pavement, to be in future 
carried through their houfes, a company of merchants entered a proteft, beginning with 
thefe words: “ The Romans were not arrived at the pinnacle of their greatnefs when the 
_Appian way was made.”” I know not whether the writer of the remonitrance was in jeft ; 
but, as the common proverb fays, ‘that every comparifon is lame,” this is {6 indeed. 

The city has its drinking water from the river Lech, which runs at fome diftance 
from it. The aqueducts which convey the water are much to be admired. Asthe court 
of Bavaria has it in its power to cut off this indifpenfible neceffary ; by threatening the 
town with doing fo, it often lays it under contribution. But as it has, befides this, other 
means of keeping the high council in a flate of dependance, to fecure itfelf from this 
opprefion, the city fecks the emperor’s protection, upon whom it makes itfelf as de- 
pendant on the other fide, fo as to be indeed only a ball, which both courts play with. 
‘The emperor’s minifter to the circle of Suabia, generally refides here, and by fo doing 
fecures to hiscourt a perpetual influence. ‘There are always Auftrian and Pruffian re- 
cruiting parties quartered here, and the partiality of the government to the former is very 





iC, 








* Mr. Nicholai makes them 34 or 35,000. and fays there are 28,0c0 houfes, 
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remarkable. Inthe war of 1756, the citizens were divided into equal parties for the 
two courts. Thecatholics confidered the Emperor as their god; and the proteflants: 
did the fame by the King of Pruffia. The flame bf religion had almoft kindled a 
bloody civilavar amongft them. ; > 

The bifhop takes his name from this town; but refides at Dillingen. He has‘an 
income of about 20,0001. per annum. Asa proof of the catholiciim of this placc, 
the pope, throughout his wifble progrefs, met no where with fuch honours as he did 
here. This he owed to his friends the jefuits, who have ftill great influence. 


LETTER VIL 
: 2 Augshurg:- 

OF all the circles of the empire, Suabia is the moft divided; it contains four eccle+ 
fiaftic, and thirteen lay principalities, nineteen independent prelacies and abbeys, twenty 
fix-earldoms and lordfhips, and thirty-one free cities. The prime dire€tors of the-cir- 
cle, as they are termed, are the Bifhop of Conftance, and: the Duke of Wirtemberg,  - 
which laft has the fole direGtion, of all that relates to war. 

The mixture of the various forts of goverriment and religious fetts, the oppreffion ex- 
ercifed by the great on the lefler, the game conftantly played by the emperor, who 
poffeffes many pieces of detached country in Suabia, which depend not om the circle, 
and can, in confequence of his privileges as Archduke of Aufttla, extend his poffef= 
fions in it by various ways, are circumftances which. give the cultivation of the country, 

.and the charaéter of the inhabitants, a moft extraordinary caft. #n feveral of the poft 
towns where you ftop, you feethe higheft degree of cultivation in the midft of the moft 
favage wildnels, a great degree of.knowledge and polifh of manners, mixed with the 
groifeft ignorance and fuperftition ; traces of liberty, under the deepeft opfireffion ;- 
national pride, together with the contempt and neglect of the native country; in fhort, 
all the focial qualities in ftriking ¢ontraft, and oppofition to each other. 

Thofe parts of Suabia which belong to the greater potentates, fuch as Wirtemberg, 
Auftria, and Baden, are certainly thg moft improved. The whole of Suabia may com- 
prehend abofit nine hundred fquare miles, and two millions of people. More a 
half of thefe are fubje€ts of the three above mentioned houfes, though they do not dn, 
by a great deal, one half the land: . F fa 
- If the fmall German lords would reftrain themfelves within due bounds, if they 
would not appear greater than they really are, if they were more affectionate to their 
fubjects, if they were not infenfible to the fofter feelings of humanity, and fo hottile to 
the mufes and graces, the very-imallnefs of thefe ftates might conftitute their happinefs. 
For although a {mall country muft neceflarily part with fome money to procure what 
it wants from abroad, yet if the governor does not require many luxuries, a prudent 
ceconomy and management will keep this within due bounds. Befides, as moft of the 
fovereigns in this part of the world are catholics, and the rich foundations in the neigh. 
bourhood lay open to their younger fons, they are not incumbered with the care of 
making other provifion for them. Many of themfelves too belong to the church, and 
their preferments there might prevent their laying any burthens on their fubje@s. But 
the happinefs of their people is never the ftudy of thefe gentlemen ; who, from the want 
of family ties, confider themfelves as unconneéted with the country, and think their 
only bufinefs is to act like generals in an enemy’s land, and plunder what-they can, 
‘Were it not for this, their exemption from fupporting any military eftablifhnients, the 
eafe with which a finall county may be governed, the diflance from the political dif 
traGiions of the greater flates. the fecurity that the other powers of Cermanvy cannnt 
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play the great conqueror over them, and many other circuinftances, might be improv. 
ed into bleffings on thefe {mall focieties. tice 8 
The ‘courts of Stutgard and Carlfruhe are the only ones I have met with, which 
_feemed to have any fenfe of the duty of making the fubje& happy. The reft. appear 
vain enough to conceive their people created for them, not themfelves for their people. 
The treafurers of thefe petty lords, with fome of whom I Was well acquainted, make a 
very effential difference between the interefts of the court and thole of the people; and 
though the fubje& is under no apprehenfion, as I have faid, of grofs tyranny, yet he 
is by no means fafe ftom having his pocket picked by the nicer operations of finance. 
‘The education of moft. of thefe lords is fo thoroughly neglected, as hardly to admit 
. of better hopes. It is almoft univerfally in the hands of priefts. Part of thefe are 
monks, whofe knowledge is in a manner all wrapped up in their cowls, and part are 
young abbes, who are jult come from fchool, and only feek to make their fortunes by 
the connections of their pupils. The monk teaches that a reverence to Saint Francis,. 
Benediét, or Ignatius, a regular attendance on mais, the telling beads, and giving alms 
to monatteries, are objects which will make amends for many tranfgreflions of another 
kind. : 


LETTER VU. 


Munich: 

THE road from Augfburg to Munich, lies through Dactiau, which is two miles from 
Avgfburg and Nymphenburg. Great part of the country, which you fee on this road 
_ is entirely uncultivated. ‘There was 2 project to bring the Memnonites from. the Pa- 
latinate to cultivate it, but failed, becaufe the court confeffor exclaimed againft any. in- 
troduétion of different religions. ‘Fhe buildings at Nymphenburg are magnificent, and 
deferve to be viewed. ae . ; 

The caftle of Nymphenburg was began in 1663, by the Eleétrefs Adelaide, confort * 
of the Elector Ferdinand Maria ; but much has been added to it by the fucceeding 
electors, Many things are worth looking at in the palace; and the gardens are the 
largeft in Germany; but what is moft remarkable, are the rooms which contain the 
pictire of the fixteen miftreffes of the Ele¢tor Maximilian Emanuel, and the Emperor 
Charles the Seventh, The public exhibition of thefe portraits is an offence to public 
manners, which has not, perhaps, its like in Europe. 

In the gardens there is a cloyfter of nuns of Notre Dame, and under the fame roof, 
parted only by a wall, an hofpice of capuchin friars. This cuftom of building convents 
and cloylters near each other, was very common in the tenth century. 

There is a china manufa@ure here, but it feems fallen to deéay. 

On my arrival at the inn, a pretty hoftefs ftepped up, looked me very fufpicioufly 
in the face, and put-feveral queftions; which, for want of fufficient {kill in her pro- 
vincial dialeét, I could anfwer but by halves. As I cannot endure to be much quef- 
tioned by innkeepers, I defired her, fomewhat roughly, to let me know, without any 
more ceremony, whether I could lodge and board in her houfe for fome days? With 
a great deal of difficulty, fhe at laft gave me to underftand, that fhe had taken me for 
aJew, and had fworn to fome faint or other never to entertain a Jew. I was, as you 
may {uppofe, near leaving the houfe; an explanation, however, took place, and the 
next day, after my beard, which was rather of the longeft, had been taken off, we 
were fully reconciled, and have agreed very well ever fince. 

j In. 
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In my way hither, I ftole fufficient time to remark, that the agriculture of this part- 
of the country is not in fo improved a ftate as even that of Suabia. I faw feverai 
Suabian villages, which deferved the appellation of towns much more than fome of the 
miferable holes I have met with fince my arrival in Bavaria. ‘There are fix cf thefe 
about Munich, in which the wide fcattered houfes are far-more numerous than the ‘a- 
habitants. is 

Lam fill too little acquainted with this court and country, to be able to fay any thing 
confidently about either. But as 1 propofe {topping here fome tirne, fhall impart to 
you, in due order, the refult of my enquiries. In the mean time, as] ama diligent 
frequenter of the German theatre, I feel a defire to entertain you, as far as my ability 
yet goes, with a {tate of the dramatic part of German literature. 

Thofe who underftand German, perceive even at Strafburg, that Germany has, for 
fome years palt, been ftruck with a rage for theatrical exhibitions. The bookfellers’ 
fhops are from time to time over-run with new plays and theatrical almanacks; and 
writings of the dramatic kind, always occupy a third part in the catalogues of new 
books. Dramatic poetry is certainly the higheft fpecies of poetry, as hiftorical painting 
is the highett fpecies of painting; nor can any thing be more ufeful than to reprefent 
man in his various characters, and fituations, with truth and juftice. But fuch men 
as appear at prefent in moft of the German plays, are rarely met with in the world ; 
and when’ here and there fuch do make their appearance, the police of the place, if 
there is any police, takes the charge of them upon itfelf, and lodges them in Bedlam, 
ora workhoufe. : 

You muft know, my dear brother, that the characters moft frequently on the 
German ftage, are frantic lovers, parricides, highwaymen, minifters, miftreffes, and 
men of fathion, with their pockets full of daggers and poifon, melancholy and raving 
men of all forts, and incendiaries, and grave-diggers. Perhaps you will not believe 
me, but I could name to you above twenty pieces, the chief characters in which are 
mad, and where the poet has endeavoured to exhibit his forte in the difplay of folly, 
and diftraGion of mind. I affure you too, upon my honour, that that part of the 
German public with which I have had the honour to be acquainted hitherto, admire, 
and moft violently applaud thofe fcenes which thew the madman in his wildeft tranf- 
ports. ‘There are plays in which the chief charaéter fucceflively murders from twelve 
to fifteen people ; and by way of crowning the meritorious deed, plants a dagger in 
his own breaft. It is a fa€t, that the pieces which have moft madmen and murderers 
in them, meet with the greateft approbation; nay, feveral actors and actrefles have 
complained to me how difficult they found it to invent new ways of dying on the ftage. 
It mutt be difficult, for there are {cenes in- which the principal performers muft re- 
main for balf an hour inthe laft agonics, uttering broken words, and under continued con- 
vulfions, and it is certainly no eafy tafk to fuftain fuch a death with propriety. I have 
often feen no lefs than five people at once dying on the German flage, one ringing 
out his knell with his feet, another with his arms, a third with his belly, and a fourth 
with his head, whilft the pit feemed agonizing with joy, efpecially if the fport lated, 
and clapped cvery convulfive movement. 

"The next in rank on the German ftage after the madmen and murderers, are drunk- 
ards, foldiers, and watchmen, Thefe chara&ers correfpond too much with the na- 
tional humour not to be welcome to the audience. But why the phi: gmatic Germans, 
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at firft fo eafily accounted for. Let us fee what is to be faid for the audience and the 
poets. ; : . 2 : 

On- the part of the public it may arife from ignorance of life and manners. The 
different claffes of people donot mingle fo muciin the German towns as they do in 
France. To every thing which belongs to nobility, or which has the name of nobility, 
or is in any way attached to the court, the German in middle life can have no acceis. 
His knowledge of life, and tafte for focial pleafures is much more confined than that of 
our people; nor does he, like the inhabitants of a moderately large Vrench town, 
enter into the innumerable incidents and accidents of common life. This want of 
intereft in ufual virtues and vices, this infenfibility to the little events of ordinary life, 
oblige the German to look for {trong emotions and caricatures to entertain him on 
the ftage; whereas the Frenchman is contented with a piece of a much finer wrought 
plot, and willingly fees the people he lives and is acquainted with, reprefented on the 
ftage. The Saxon dramas are not fo monftrous and extravagant as thofe which are exhi« 
bited in the weftern and fouthern parts of Germany, becaufe a more enlightengd moral- 
ity, and a freer intercourfe than there is here, obtains in that part of the country, and: 
eonfequently the picture of a fcene in common life is more ftriking than it can be 
here. In general the majority in this part of the country confifts more of mob than. 
in France, and the mob, you know, are notorious for running to fee an. execution or 
a funeral. ; ’ 

On the part of the poets, the extravagance arifes from a variety of different caufes. 
Moft of the prefent writers for the German drama are as ignorant as the mob, of the 
fprings which aétuate mankind. Many of them are ftudents, who are ftill at {chool, 
or juft come from it, and have chofen play writing for their trade, Thefe perfons, 
who have never feen any thing, fit in their chimney corner, and enveloped. in: the 
fumes of their tobacco, invent whatever happens to come uppermoft. ‘Their crea- 
tures have, confequently, neither beauty, fhape, grace, or proportion; but are 
either men without heads, or barbarians. The writers of this clafs, who aim. at no- 
thing but getting their bread by gratifying the public, write tragedy, becaufe it is moft 
eafy ; for, independently of the affiftance which may be derived from the marvellous,. 
itis always eafier to write a good tragedy than an equally good comedy... 

Another fet of writers for the bufkin, fuffer themfelves to be led away by the tafte 
of the times. A few years ago one Goethe, of whofe works you muft certainly have 
feen tranflations, brought out a piece, which, although it has very great beauties in 
it, is, upon the whole, the moft extravagant that ever was ated. To give you an 
idea of it, I need not fay more than the fubject is, the peafant war under the Emperor 
Maximilian, and that the burning of villages, firing towns, &c. &c. are reprefented 
in it to the life. This piece, which is called Gots of Berlichingen, with the ircn 
hand, has, notwithftanding the great outcry for it, not yet been exhibited on the 
flage, becaufe the infinite changes of the fcenery, and the incredible heap of machi- 
nery, and decoration neccflary, are too expenfive, and would make the performance 
too long. Goethe is undoubtedly a genius, and I have feen other pieces of his, 
which fhew that he can draw men in common life, and walking on their legs, as wel 
theic who fiand on their heads. His Elvin and Elmire is an exquifite little opera, and 
there is much merit, though with fome excrefcencies, in his Clavigo, a tragedy on the 
fubject, you know, of Beaumarchais’ adventures in Spain. Goethe, however, has 
had too many imitators. His Gots of Berlichingen was a kind of magic wand, which, 
with a fingle ftroke, produced a hundred genintes out of nothing. Blind to the real 
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beauties of the original, his imitators. have endeavoured to: diftinguifh ‘themfelveg, by 
copying his extravagancies. As in Gots of Berlichingen the {cenery. is frequently 
changed, it is now neceflary for the poet to carry the fpectator through every part of 
the town. Goethe was rather lavith of executions in his pieces; and now there are 
innumerable hangmen on the itage. Shakefpear, whom Goethe, probably from whim, 
or with the view to draw the attention of his countrymen to that great poet, propofed 
us bis example in his Gots, became inftantly the idol of the German dramatic writers ; 
but not that Shakefpear, wlio, like Raphael, paints man as he is, under every cir- 
cumftance, and expreffes every movement of the mufcles-and nerves, and every emo- 
tion of the paffions; but he, who, for want of fufficient acquaintance with originals, 
and due education, gives himfeli up to his own wild whims, flies over ages and coun- 
tries, and worlds, and in the purfuit of his flu@uating objeéts, does not trouble himfelf 
about either unity or order. An hiltorical painter may failin what is called /a compo/i- 
tion du groupe, or harmony of the piece, and feveral other things, and yet merit great 
praife tor pis excellence in the delineation of fingle figures ; but the {cholar who copies 
thefe faults, is truly to be pitied. 

Rules, it is true, do not fetter a genius; he either wears them like wreaths of 
flowers, unconftrained, eafily and gracefully; or, when he does not know the value 
of this ornament, and will come forth in his own wildnefs, makes up for the omiffion, 
by the sigur with which he lays hold of his objeét. But fuch untra@able geniufes 
are very {carce, and not the proper objects of his imitation. England, or rather we 
may fay all Europe, has produced but one Shakefpear during many centuries. ‘The 
-greateft number of artifts are doomed to acquire repufation by ftudy, and rules have 
been made to regulate that ftudy. 

- This ridiculous tafte of defiring to excel by the neglect of order and rules, by the 
affectation of extravagance, unnatural events, abominable grimaces, and pitiful dif- 
figurations, has fince this time infe€ted every department of literature and the arts, 
We fee crouds of young pretenders to genius, who, in their different walks, in mufic, 
painting, and other parts of poetry, think to acquire fame by departing from the 
eftablithed rules, and giving up ftudy. But the ancients thought otherwife on this 
fabjeét, and the works which they have left behind, will never be eclipfed by thefe 
weak and pretended originals, Virgil, it is well known, compared his productions to 
the unformed cub of a bear, which could only receive its proper fhape by frequent 
licking ; and it is eafy to fee, by the writings of Terence and Plautus, that they were 
not finifhed over a pipe of tobacco. You know that Shakefpear has now, for fome 
time pafts had his partizans amongft us; but his extravagance will not {o eafily be 
adopted for a rule; and though Arnaud has opened the way for monfters on-our ftage, 
as yet they appear too feldom for there to be any danger of our feeing our old friends 
and acquaintance in common life banifhed by them. 

This corrupt tafte has produced a wonderful revolution in the German language. 
When we read the writings of Gefner, Wieland, and Leffing, we perceive that it was 
improving under their culture, and would gradually have received the polifh and per- 
fection which are indifpenfably neceflary to make it claffical. But thefe new geniufes 
have not been fatisfied with the mutilation of fingle words, but have contraéted whole 
periods in the fame manner. ‘They have abolifhed all conjunctions and connettives of 
every kind. In many of the more modern works, the fentences are all feparate, like 
the ieparate efaia of an oracle; nor are any flops or divifions admiited, except full 
flops, and!!! and??? and—----—. Befides, every writer made a point of in. 
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venting new words to exprefs his new ideas; in fhort, you would burft with laughter 
if you were to read fome literary produétions of Germany, which pafs with many for 
matter-pieces. ; 

When Ifay this, I do not mean to be underftood to affirm, that there are no perfons 
of better tafte in Germany than thofe I have been defcribing ; but they are overtalked, 
becaufe they are the fmalleft number, and attempt only to convince by moderation 
and reafon, whilft the others-ftun them with noife. It was but yefterday that I faw a 
new piece, entitled ¢ Quick before any one knows it,’ which was remarkable for the 
fimplicity of the fable, the truth of the chara@ers, and the chattenels of its dialogue ; 
and I have feen other comedies and tragedies equally good ; but the pit muft have mad. 
nefs, and murder, and trumpets, and thunder, and the ators only interpofe fuch a 
piece, in order to have time to recover their breath, and recruit for freth raptures of 
infanity. ‘ 

This is the fixth company of comedians I have feen in Germany. You will wonder 
perhaps at fo many in fo {mall a tra&t; but you muft know, that for feveral years paft,: 
innumerable fmall ftrolling companies patrole Germany as they do in Spain and Eng. 
land: ‘they ereét their {tages in the barns, or in the cow-houfes of villages, or market 
towns, and borrow the mayor’s night-gown and flippers, to play Julius Ceefar in his 
toga, or, which is the fame thing to them, to reprefent a fultan. I faw four of thefe 
companies in Suabia. ‘They are made up chiefly of vagabond ftudents, and idle, dif 
folute mechanics, who are alternately actors and foldiers, fometimes in the work-houfe, 
and fometimes in the hofpital. ‘The company which is here at prefent is of a fuperior 
kind. All the members of it are in the pay of the court, which receives the entrance 
money. They are almoft all elegant, well-bred people, and went far-beyond my ex- 
pectations in their performance. I do not know above three or four theatres in France 
which are preferable to this. ‘The ators enjoy the fociety of the firft people of the 
court, and have opportunities of polifhing their manners. How ridiculous it is, that 
the prefent etiquette of Germany fhould refufe this advantage to the poet, who has as 
much to gain by it as the comedian. : ; ‘ 

‘This company is under the direction of Mr. Marchand, of whom I had heard a 
great deal at Straiburg, where he played for feveral years before he had any regular 
engagement. He is now at Manheim, where he is engaged at a large falary as ma- 
nager of the court theatre. I was extremely happy in a perfonal acquaintance with 
him. He is a -man of the world, very lively and intelligent, and has contrived to make 
a capital of 4oool. by his performances in the cities on the Upper Rhine. This gen- 
tleman told me how much pains he had taken, when he came to the management, to 
fet his company on a different footing from moft of German companies of comedians 
at that time, He employed only regular bred men, paid them with great punétuality, 
“and as regularly difcharged them, when they were guilty of any irregularity. By thefe 
means, he and his company obtained the refpeét of the public, who at firft confidered. 
players as wifreputable perfons. For along time Mr. Marchand guided the public 
tafte. He exhibited only tranflations of the’ moft fele& French and Englifh. pieces, and 
the very beft originals of his own country, with a mixture of fome of our operas, 
which, excepting at Paris, were no better performed than by his company.—Sudden- 
ly, however, the rage for tragedy and montters prevailed; after long ftruggling againft 
it, he was at laft obliged to yield to the ftream. As the lungs of his actors were only. 
accuftomed to the ordinary tones of {peech, and could not go through the ftrong con- 
wulfive movements of the new fchool, he was obliged, on his arrival at Munich, to 
Procure a new fet accuftomed.to howlings, laying dead, &c. &c. It is probable; hows 
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ever, that the prefent rage is only a temporary paroxyfm of the ftage fever, which will 
in time give way to better tafte and founder judgment. Farewell. 


LETTER IX. 
Munich. 

YOU require too much of me; though I very well conceive that you muft natu. 
rally wifh to have a particular knowledge of this court and country; for, independent. 
ly of our former conneétion with Bavaria, the Palatinate is the moft powerful ftate in 
Germany, next to Auftria and Brandenburg, or at leaft from its internal refources 
thould be fo; and befides, the geographical fituation of the country will always make 
its mafter of confequence to whatever fide he joins, in cafe of a rupture between France 
and the Emperor. I will therefore do what I can; but I {hall ftay here too fhort a 
time to give you entire fatisfaction. The defcription of Munich by Profeflor Weften- 
rieden, though not void of faults, is one of the few works of this kind calculated to 
give fatisfaction, Every traveller fhould have it. The beft hiftory of Munich is that 
by Mr. Bergman, in one volume folio. There‘is alfo an ‘Italian traét on the fubject, 
by Bianconi; but it does not contain much. 

‘This court is at prefent fo enveloped in a thick and motley-coloured crowd of mi- 
nifters, counfellors, intendants, and commanders, that one cannot well get at, nor 
even fee it; nor have I yet been able to make any particular acquaintance with our 
minifter here, who undoubtedly knows how things are. I fhall therefore defcribe the 
court to you, partly from the information of fome of its dependants, and partly from 
a few of my own obfervations, which have hitherto been made from a diftance.——As 
far as the court is connected with the country, its charaéter is to be judged of by the 
laws and regulations iffued from time to time. 

The elector is one of the beft tempered men in the world. He is of a mild, focial, 
lively difpofition, not at all diftruftful or fufpicious, and fo little inclined to feverity, 
that, upon a reformation having become neceffary in his court at Munich, he appoint. 
ed the Count Goldiftein, his prime minifter at Duffeldorf, to carry on the requifite mea- 
fures with vigour, and went himfeif to Italy, that the reform might not be retarded by 
the prayers and folicitations of thofe difcharged from office, which he was diffident of 
being able to withftand. A difagreeable marriage, contracted in his youth, led him 
into irregularities. - The children he has had in confequence, he has raifed,’at a very 
heavy expence, to be counts ofthe empire. In his more advanced life, the gentlenefs 
of his fpirit, and the recollection of his former errors, have opened the way for piety 
into his heart; which of itfelf would be a bleffing to the country, were it not, that it 
gives the prieithood more influence than it fhould have. 

As to his learning, he is reported able in feveral fciences, particularly in mathema~ 
tics, and fpeaks French, Italian, and Englifh. But the fine arts are his forte, and he 
has facrificed liberally to them. His orcheftra and opera are the beft in Europe, next 
to thofe of Naples and Turin; and his magnificent collection of prints, antiques, and 
other things, are perpetual monuments of his friendfhip for the mufes. . 

Thave heard that an Englifh gentleman at Manheim paid him the compliment to fay, 
that ‘ He deferved to be, a private gentleman.’ Certainly this is the moft favourable 
thing which can be faid of this prince, who. is entirely deftitute of that ftrength of 
charaéter and refolution, which are indifpenfibly neceffary to govern fo ferocious a 
people as the Bavarians. As he is wanting in knowledge of mankind, he thinks 
favourably of all thofe who are about him, and:this fubje&ts him to conftant deception. 


3 When 


RIESBECK’S TRAVELS THROUGH "GERMANY. a7 


When I take my eyes off this great perfonage himfelf, "to look round for the perfon 
of next confequence, and who has the greateft influence, I feel myfelfin the dark, and 
know not whom to fumble on. There is a lord’ high. fteward, a lord ‘treafurer, a 
chancellor, a parcel of privy counfellors, a father confeflor, and fome women, who 
have divided the court intereft amongft them, and mutually guaranteed each othev’s 
fhare. We who could fee things as they are, and would trace every intrigue back to 
its origin, would find the firft movers of the machine in a monk’s cowl or a petti- 
coat. 

Of the mifchiefs which may be done by priefts and women, when they gain the af- 
cendancy, we have had fufficient examples in our own court. But thefe fell far fhort 
of the evils which are occafioned by them ‘here, notwithftanding that phe fpoils of 
_ whole provinces have been expended on the capricious defires of a miftrefs; a cafe 
which happened in France. The reafon of this difference is, that we are not without 
firm patriots, who opvofe adminiftrations, and often reform wlrat others have corrupt- 
ed. But it is loft labour to look for a patriot at this court; or if you find one, his pa- 
triotifm confines itfelf to-filent unavailing murmurs. 

Of the general maxims, or leading principles of the people of this court, T can fay 
but little to you. Immediate felf-intereft is apparently the purfuit of every one; or 
if they do profefs any principles, they are certainly the moft pliant and verfatile in the 
world. Indeed if we may judge by the way of thinking of inferiors, of the fentiments 
of their fuperiors, many of the principal people of this court have adopted the moft 
execrable theory in politics: for inftance, that religion ferves only for the purpofe of 
keeping the crowd of mankind flaves to them ;—that a courtier muft put on the ex- 
ternals of religion, but leave the practice to the vulgar ;—that men are by nature 
wicked, feditious, turbulent, and only to be governed by being kept in perpetual fer- 
vitude, and not permitted to ufe their faculties ;—finally, that too much knowledge is 
dangerous, and that the great hold their rights over the people immediately from God, 
are no ways accountable for their conduét, nor under any obligation to their fubjects. 
‘Wretched and miferable fentiments! originally propagated by thofe who do not un- 
derftand Machiavel’s prince, or who do net confider what he has advanced on the 
other fide of the qucftion in his difcourfes on Livy. : 

You will {ee by this fketch, that this court is not at all more advanced than thofe of 
Spain and Portugal. The prince, though fincercly inclined, can do nothing for the 
real welfare of his people; for the channels by which he fhould communicate with 
them are flopped up. Under the laft government the minifter fold offices publicly, and 
now they are given away at the gaming table. There are numerous examples of peo- 
ple who have not been able to procure promotion, otherwife than by lofing certain 
fums of money to certain ladies. Every thing here is venal. A few years.ago, a ~ 
certain minifter of this court would have fold half Bavaria to the Houfe of Auftria, if 
the Praffian and Ruffian courts, and the minifter of the court of Deux-Ponts, had not 
prevented the purchafe. In every proje& propofed, a {mall part only is intended for 
any good purpofe; the greater part has the intereft of the projector in view. 

‘How indeed is it poffible that a court, in which the higheit places“are to be obtained 
by high birth merely, or family connections, by money, or the intereft of women and 
priefls, fhould have thofe fundamental rules, or have that political conftitution, which 
is neceflary for the people’s happinefs? The prince’s love of thew, is as remarkable as ~ 
his goodnefs of heart; and both together induce him to think, that he is obliged to 
{upport an idle and ufelefs nobility. Hence whilft other governments are ufing every 
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effort to cut off and reduce the exorbitant privileges of this clafs of men, and to rate- 
them only according to their real fervices, this court confiders it ag its duty to pamper 
atid feed them, in holy idlenefs, like the frogs of Latona, or the geefe of the capitol, 
at the expence of the ftate. ; Would you think that there is, at this very time, a pro- 
ject on foot for inftituting a new province of Knights of Maltain Bavaria, which will 
coft millions? It is not merit, but only, which will have any claim to this rich 
foundation. Whether the Chriftian purpofe of perfecuting the Saracens, or rather a 
particular predileGtion for this order has engaged the elector in it, I cannot tell; but 
thus far is certain, that the fums fpent by the knights during their noviciate at fea (or 
rather at the gaming-table and revelling in the ifland of Malta} could be fpent at 
home more profitably for their nativecountry. But the lefs advantage the ftate has to 
expect from this new inftitution, the more certainly it will be concluded on. The only 
thing that can ftop it, is the confideration of where the funds for this purpofe are to 
be had. Inthe mean time, I could mention to you the names of a hundred placemen 
to be found in the Court Calendar, whofe duty I defy any man on earth to find out. 
Be it fufficient as a fpecimen to tell you, that this court keeps a Great Admiral for two 
or three fhips on the Rhine. ; 

Every thing here is calculated for fhew. The army confifts of about thirty regi- 
ments, in which, notwithftanding the prefent defign of completiag them, there are not 
eighteen thoufand men. One fourth part at leaft are officers, amongft whom there 
are feveral general field-marfhals. ‘The titles and embroidered clothes of. the inhabi- 
tants by no means fecure a ftranger from their begging from him. Yefterday I went 
to fee the handfome Jefuit church, where, that I might not appear an idle fpectator,. 
I knelt down by fome people in a pew; immediately a man, whqm I had imagined. 
from his drefs to be a perfon of confequence, moved nearer to me, prefented me with 
a pinch of fnuff, and after fome remarks on the beauty of the building, entered circum- 
ftantially into a complaint of his neceflities, and requefted charity of me. The fame 
thing had already happened to me in another church, where the beggar was avery’ . 
well drefled woman. The police, which is fo attentive to light, and keep the town. 
clean, is in a manner obliged to permit thieves and pick-pockets to beg at the gates of 
the town, as it knows not how to find them employment or bread. 

This deficiency in true and fixed principles of government; this love of thew, this 
confufion of employment, from the too great number of ufelefs, unpatriotic, idle de-. 
pendants, occafion hourly contradiétions in the internal politics. Some little time fince 
the minifter, who had perhaps read Beccaria when he was half afleep, or had heard that 
capital punifhments and the torture were abolifhed in Pruffia, Ruffia, and Auftria, af. 
fected the fame fpirit of philofophy. However, it foon appeared to be but an affectation, 
for the thieves, murderers, and highwaymen, became foon fo numerous, that an ediét 
quickly appeared, which expofed in the moft glaring manner, the total incapacity of the 
court. This edi& ftated that, * however mild the prince was in his difpofition, and how- 
ever firmly refolved he had been to imitate the example of other powers, by introducing 
humane laws, he found himfelf notwithftanding conftrained to fuffer the old punifhments 
of hanging, breakitig on the wheel, impaling, burning, and torturing to go forward as 
prefcribed by the Caroline code.” Strange confeffion! But why has not the mildnefs 
of the penal laws in Proffia, Ruflia, and Auftria, been attended with the fame confe- 
quences which overfet the new fyftem in Bavaria? From no other reafon than becaufe 
thefe powers havea firm, well concerted, and conneéted fyftem of government, which 
this court only copied in appearance, whilft her real conduct and adminiftration “ 
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tStally diffonant to this philofophy. There were no pains taken to correé the people of. 
theix inclination to theft and robbery,.by good education, improved morals, and en- 
couragement to induftry. But furely the fix millions which are to be thrown away on 
the new Malta bufinefs, might have been much better employed in-the ereétion of 
fchools, and houfes of induftry, for the purpofe.af faving and reforming fo many thou- 
{ands of men. And are not the fumptuous opt _ ‘houfes, the expenfive colleGtions of 
curiofities, the palaces, gardens, and innumerable fwarms of glittering fervants, a 
reproach to the court? and do they not fhew that the property of the fubjeéts is in bad 
hands? ; 

The ecclefiaftics of this place are much divided at prefent. The fame parties obtain 
here, which, by their heat and virulence to each other, drew fo much notice in France: 

The ex-jefuits, with their adherents, are fupported by the elector’s confeffor, who is 
one of their number ; and at the head of the Benedictines are fome very rich prelates, 
who make their way into the cabinet with gold, by means of mercenary fervants, and- 
ladies of the court... Some’‘of them, if I am not miftaken, are members of the eftates of 
the country ; but this gives them but little weight with a prince fo jealous of his au- 
thority, that he has hitherto delayed taking the prefcribed oaths in the affemblies of the 
ftates. Howevér it is believed that they will get the better of the jefuits, as gold is all- 
powerful here. What the country will gain or lofe by this I know not. The Bene- 
diétines are like other monks, though not fo opinionated and implacable as their enemies 
the jefuits. ; j i 

the intolerance of the jefuits, who have now for a long time governed the ele€or, 
has been very prejudicial to the Palatinate. The proteftants make at leaft one half of 
the inhzbitants of this country, and have many treaties of peace, and public ftipulations 
granted for their fecurity. In every ftate they make the belt of citizens; as their re- 
ligious doGtrines are confonant to the foundeft politics, and their priefthood is never at 
variance with the civil power. Notwith{tanding this, they are expofed to every {pecies 
of oppreffion, and the court feems to make a merit of rooting out this moft valuable 
part of its fubjects; whom, being blinded by the falfe arguments of the priefts, it con- 
fiders as weeds in the ftate garden. The hypocrites difguife their perfecuting fpirit under 
the appearance of political zeal, and endeavour to perfuade the prince, that unity of re- 
ligion is as effential to every ftate, as unity of fovereignty. Ina proclamation for the 
fuppreflion of a fmall, but very elegant poem againft intolerance, I met with thefe words: 
“The author is defirous of introducing into catholic Bavaria, a mixture of religions 
very dangerous to the ftate.’” But let the court contemplate, or rather I fhould fay, 
would it had eyes to fee how many falutary confequences this mixture of religions has 
had in Holland, and how great the difference is between catholic Bavaria, and the coun- 
try in which there are about thirty different fetts. 

It was the fame affeétation of political zeal, that made the jefuits in France ufe fuch 
itrong efforts.to get the ediét of Nantes revoked. They accuitomed Lewis XIV, from 
his childhood to confider the re“ »rmed church as the fecret enemy of the crowri and the 
ftate, and falfely charged on its peaceable fubjects that fpirit of perfecution, which they 
themfelves alone poffeffed. Our court has now difcovered that the jefuits were greater 
enemics to France than the reformed crurch; but at a time when we fo loudly proclaim 
our errors, when the reformed church hopes to recover its loft freedom of religion, 
when a Necker in office proves to all mankind how much jefuitifm is abhorred; here 
they continue to exclude Proteftants from even the loweft offices in the flate, and ufe 


every artifice to opprefs them. 


Nature, 
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Nature always revenges her injured rights. The.perfecuted heretics leave the Path. 
tinate to cultivate the North American defert, and the greater part of Bavaria remainsa 
defert. 


yer TER x. 


Munich. 

A FEW days ago I had a very long and agreeable converfation with one of the few 
enlightened patriots, who here mourn in fecret the fate of their country. We happened 
to {peak of the Emperor Charles VI. and the well known Bavarian war. I was obliged 
to allow that our minifters of that time had behaved very fhamefully to this court, and 
that the war would have turned out greatly to the advantage of Bavaria, if we had dealt 
more honourably by it. My friend was loud in his lamentations, and repeatedly men- 
tioned how our army had ftood by and feen the Bavarian troops attacked without tlirring 
a man to their affiftance ; how the fubfidy money was not paid; how our minilter, by 
dint of great promifes, which were never performed, prolonged the war to the ruin of 
Bavaria; with what violence our commanders had behaved on Bavarian ground, and fo 
forth. All this I was forced to acknowledge; for I recollected what the Pruffian mi- 
nifter at this court had faid to ours, when the latter would have exculpated himfelf, by 
faying that his mafters were fools. ‘ Das find Keine Dumm Kopfe; das find fourken (ce 
ne font pas des fots 3 ce font des Coquins.)? With this converfation on my mind, I could 
make no reply dire& ; but I had likewife heard from fome of our old officers, who had 
ferved in the war, and were intimately acquainted with the fituation of this court, that 
its minifters were {till greater fools and rogues than ours; that the emperor himfelf was 
more taken up with his rofary, his hounds, his priefls, and miftreffes, (by whom he left 
about forty children,) than with the concerns of the country; that his fervants were 
more ftudious to gratify his humours and paffions, than to promote the good of the na- 
tion. A ftriking evidence of this was given by a certain count, who procured his own 
niece for him, and by the influence he thus gained over him, fruftrated every good 
counfel of the true friends to the emperor. I knew alfo that our minifter could not 
find a fingle man here fufficiently acquainted with public bufinefs to be employed in 
negotiations : that the fubfidy money, which at firft was regularly fent from Verfailles, 
was cxpended in ufelefs purpofes: that the ftipulated number of: Bavarian troops 
was not completed, and that half the money was pocketed by the officers and pay- 
ma{ters. I knew that the emperor, notwith{tanding his embarraffed circumftances, 
could not bring himfelf to demand contributions from the rich cloyfters, much lefs by 
crufhing them, and taking poffeflion of fome neighbouring church principalities, to re- 
cruit the flate of his finances, and give more fecurity to his tottering throne *. 

Upon this ftatement of the cafe, my good friend was obliged to allow, that if things 
did not turn out as they ought to have done, the greateft part of the blame was owing to 
Bavaria. 

Since that time the court has been under the influence of a denron with a capuchin, 
which has perplexed its politics, robbed its treafury, and put fools and traitors at the - 
head of its affairs. Whilft fome of the lefler potentates of Germany have been able to 
raife themfelves to a moft refpectable greatnels, uotwith{tanding the almoft infuperable 
ebitacles they have had to ftruggle with, this old and mighty houfe has been forced to 


* In the laft of which he certainly a@ed juilly. 
Liwiw 
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behold the wide boundaries of its poffeffions inceflantly contracting, notwith{tanding the 
various favourable circumftances that have concurred to elevate it, if it would have lif- 
tened to the dictates of found policy. When the aa aeons was chofen King of 
Bohemia, who would have thought that his own coufin, the Duke of Bavaria, would 
have been the perfon to diftrefs him moft, and to increafe the already dangerous power 
of Auftria, at the expence of his own family? H1d it not been for this, Bohemia would 
have been now under the fame government as Bavaria and the Palatinate, and the pre- 
fent elector, a great king. At the peace of Weltphalia, the members of the proteftant 
league indemnified themfelves for the heavy expences of the Swedifh war, by putting 
thenifelves in poffeflion of the neighbouring church principalities ; but Bavaria, which 
had fought to the laft drop of blood for the Pope and the Houle of Auftria, thought 
itfelf abundantly paid with the EleCtorate and the Upper Palatinate, (which it could onl¥ 
obtain by the failure of another branch of its own’ family,) and let flip the belt opportu. 
nity of poffefling itfelf of the bifhoprick of Saltzburg, with which it has fo much wrang- 
ling at prefent, the bifhoprick of Friefingen, which lies in its very bofom, and many other 
adjacent bifhopricks ; fo conftantly has it {trove againft its own proper interefts, from 
the impreffion of falfe religious tenet¢*. ; 

Thefe wars, which we may fay it has waged againft itfelf; that on account of the 
Spanith fucceffion ; and laftly, that of the Emperor Charles VII. have given great wounds 
to this Houfe, wounds which, however, it might have cured, had not religious prejue 
dices and caprice rendered it blind, and infenfible to its own internal fituation. But 
now they rankle, and prefent an obferver with the difgufting fpectacle of a deeply con- 
fumptive body politic. ; 

It was thought that the laft eletor had paid the ¥reateft part of the national debts ; 
but on the acceffion of the prefent prince, thefe expectations were found very erroncous. 
Some indeed of the oldeft incumbrances have been paid off; but on the other hand, 
feveral new loans have been made. ‘This elector was, indeed, quite unequal to the 
management of his own finances, which he left entirely to the difpofal of his fer- 
vants, contenting himfelf if his expenfive hunting matches could be defrayed ; and the 
prefent court feems to be as little inclined to limit the enormous expence of the opera- 
houfe, for the fake of paying its debts, which may now amount to near twenty-five mil- 
lions of florins, or 250,000l. 

As I ftrolled through the country, I fhuddered at the fight of the ravages which war 
had made. There is no town of any importance in all Bavaria, except the capital. You 
would never -imagine what pitiful little holes, Landfberg, Waflerbing, Landfhut, and 
many other places, which make a great figure on the map, are. ‘To all appearance 
neither Ingoldftadt, nor Straubingen, nor any of the greater towns, except Munich, 
contain above four thoufand fouls. Nor are there more than forty of thefe towns ; 
whereas Saxony, which is no larger than Bavaria, contains above two hundred and 
twenty, if the accounts in print are to be depended upon. But indeed the want of po- 
pulation in thefe parts is very remarkable, as well as the remains of thofe vices which 
armies generally leave behind them. Excepting the brewer, baker, and innkeeper, you 
may feek in vain for a rich tradefman. ‘There is nota vellige of indultry either in town 
or country, but every body feems to confider idlenefs and beggary as the happieft ftate 
of man. ; 

As what Bavaria loft at the peace of Tefchner, was nearly made up by the jun@ion 
uf the principalities of Neuburg and Sulzbach; we may reckon with the Palatinate, it 


* Surely not falfe religious opinions, if thefe countries were only to be obtained by fraud and violence. 
: contains 
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contains as much ground as Suabia; that is, about feven hundred and twenty-nine 
fquare miles. Now, in the Suabian circle, there are at leaft one million fix hundred 
thoufand people ; whereas Bavaria, by a late calculation, has not above one million one 
‘hundred and eighty thoufand. ; : 

‘The fouthern part of this country is very mountainous, but not fo unfit for agricul- 
ture as geographers commonly report it to be. In many of the vallies of thefe vaft 
mountains, the foil is excellent; and in one corner of them I found an ingenious and 
induftrious hufbandman, the only character of the kind I could meet with in the whole 
country, who had gathered what he had fown fixteen fold. The part which extends 
from the capital to the Danube and the Inn, is the beft arable land throughout the 
country, and is interfected by feveral well wooded hills. The Upper Palatinate, toge- 
sther with that part of the dukedom of Bavaria which lies beyond the Danube, confifts 
almoft intirely of mountains. Thefe rife gradually from the Danube to Fichtelberg 
and the Bohemian ridge of mountains, but are.fit for every kind of agriculture. 

A confiderable part of this, by nature fo highly favoured country, has lain wafte fince 
the wars. There are many large tracts which the inhabitants call moffes, but which 

. are not fo fenny and fpungy as the turf and moag grounds of Holland and other-coun- 
tries. In many of them you may perceive traces of the old furrows, and there are 
proofs fufficient that they have been cultivated, and might be eafily cultivated again. 
Another part. of Bavaria is ftill covered with a luxuriant dark wool, and a third part 
Hes conftantly fallow without neceffity. Upon the whole, it is more than probable, that 
hardly one half of the country is cultivated as it ought to be. 

The country people, or farmers, are divided into four claffes ; into whole, half, and 
quarter farmers, and into thofe calllled hau/ler. The whole farmers plough with eight 
horfes, and are termed einfiedler 5 that is, hermits, becaufe their farm-houfes are at a dif 
tance from any village. Many of thefe farm-houfes command a territory of three miles 
in length and breadth, and the owners employ from twelve to fifteen horfes in their til- 
lage (reckoning two horfes to every plough, which in fome placesis certainly too much, 
but in others alfo it is too little). Offuch farmers there may be about forty thoufand, 
A half farmer ploughs with four, and a quarter farmer with two horfes.. The hau/ler 
are day labourers to the reft, and till their bits of property with cattle belonging to 
others. 

We are not to infer the extent of every farmer’s poffeffions from the number of his 
ploughs. ‘The beft fields lie fallow four, fix or more years, juft as the eftablifhed cuf 
tom may be, or the convenience or caprice of the owners may direct. As the farmers 
have no idea of meadow land, or of fall food for cattle, they excufe themfelves for this 
flight kind of hufbandry, by pleading the want of manure.—The worthy friend with 
whom I had fo many difputes about the Bavarian war, defended the practice of his 
countrymen with great warmth. He contended, that the agriculture could not pof 
fibly be better than it was, becaufe the internal confumption and the price of grain were 
too low, an inconvenience, fays he, which is remedilefs; for exportation is impoffible, 
on account of the want of navigable rivers ; nor is it poffible that the internal confump- 
tion fhould be well increafed by manufaQtures, becaufe the rivers of Bavaria all running 
to Auftria, it will be impoffible for us to vie with that country, let us de what we will. 
This furely was mere fophifticat reafoning, ufed to difguife the ina@ivity and indolence 
of his countrymen. .It would be hard indeed if navigable rivers were indifpenfably ne. 
ceflary for the inereafe of manufactures. - The greateft part’ of the Swifs’ manufactures 
are carried on the axle-tree ; for what is exported by the Rhine,-bears no comparifon 
‘with many ‘commodities which are exported over land to Frankfort, Leipfig, &c. and 
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‘woall the norgh, and to France and Italy. But Bavaria fhould not yet think of any forcign 
commerce, as the rules of prudence require that the minifters fhould fee what is to be 
faved, before they confider what is to be gained. ‘Whatever is faved is gain, and the 
fecureft gain. How much gold does this country annually fend away for cloth, ftuffs, 
Linen, flax, and rape-feed, oil, tobacco, leather, and a variety of other articles, the ma- 
terials for furnifhing of which it has within itfelf. 

But both court and people appear to be ftruck blind to their true intereft. You 
know that for many years paft, there has been a great outcry through Germany, and 
very properly, for population, manufaétures, and induftry. It reached the ears of this 
court, who immediately, as was natural, began to imitate what was going forward. 
But without confulting nature for her advice, without inquiring what produétions of 
art would prove of moft general ufe, and ferve the moft to keep the gold in the country, 
it thought only of thofe which would make the greateft fhew, and flood high in the lift 
of luxuries. “Would you think it? in this unfpeakable want of many neceflaries, they 
applied themfelves to manufaure porcelain, which could only be managed by artificial 
means, of which the moft honourable was a {mall lottery. They eftablithed manu- 
factures.of tapeftry, rich ftuffs, and filks. - They faved, indeed, by this manceuvre, the 
money exported to purchafe the priefts robes and ladies gala drefles, but the citizens 
‘and peafants were obliged to wear foreign clothes. 

One need only obferve what goes forward here at the cuftom-houfe, to be convinced 
that the principles of taxation are not underftood as they fhould be. When Auftria 
determined to fettle the cuftom-hofife duties according to the rules of prudent policy, 
the officers of finance here faw nothing in it but a mode of increafing the revenue ; they 
therefore imitated the Auftrian fyftem, but did not confider that taxes on the importa- 
tion of foreign wares are intended to operate as penalties, the reduétion of which mutt 
be as agreeable to a wife government, as the diniinution of the revenue of fines levied, 
by courts of juftice. The Auftrian duties are conne@ed with a great plan, They are 
intended to reduce the import of foreign wares as much as poflible, by increafing inter. 
nal induftry ; and to leffen the confumption of fuch foreign luxuries as are needlefs, by 
increafing the price of them. But inftead of ufing the cuftom-houfe hooks as Auftria 
does, as indications of what manufa@ures are to be encouraged, that the money paid 
for them may be kept in the country, the financiers of Bavaria confider them as fo 
many fources of pofitive revenue, which are rather to be increafed than leffened. 

I thould not have troubled you fo long with thefe particulars of the ftate-ceconomy, 
if I had not thought myfelf in fome meafure obliged to fhew you in detail, that here 
they know nothing of the matter. 


LETTER XI. ‘ 

Munich. 

A PICTURE of the Bavarian character and manners by Ifogarth would be ex- 

tremely interefting. Great fingularity: of charaéter is often to be met with in England ; 

but what Bavaria offers exceeds any thing to be feen cliewhere. You know 1 am no 

painter; fo if I endeavour to point out to you the peculiarities of Bavaria in the ab- 

{traét, my defcriptions will have none of that life and expreffion which diftinguifh Ho. 
garth’s groups, or Shakefpeare’s fcenes. However I will do my endeavour. 

To proceed methodically—for you cannct conceive what a method fticks to me in all 

I do, fince I have breathed the air of Germany—I fhall anatomize the body of the 

Bavarian, before I proceed to the analyfis of his mind. In general the Bavarian is 

flout bodied, mufcular, and flefhy., There are, however, fome flender people among 
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them who may pafs for handfome. They arefomething lefs rofy cheeked than the 
Suabians, a difference probably arifing from their drinking beer inftead of wine, asthe 
others do. : : : 

The charatteriftic of a Bavarian is a very round head, a little peaked chin, a large bel- 
ly, and a pale.complexion. Many of them look like caricatures of man. They have 
great fat bellies, {hort clubbed feet, narrow fhoulders, a thick round head, and fhort 
necks. ‘They are heavy and aukward in their carriage, and their fmall eyes betray a 
great deal of roguery- The women, in general, are fome of the moft beautiful crea- 
tures in the world. ‘They are, indeed, fomething grofs, but their fkin furpaffes all the 
carnation ever ufed by painters; the pureft lily white is foftly tinged with purple, as if 
by the hands of the graces. I faw fome peafant girls with fuch clear complexions, 
that they appeared quite tranfparent. They are well fhaped, and more lively and 
graceful in their geftures than the men. . 

In the capital they drefs in the French ftyle, or at leaft imagine that they do fo, for 
the men are ftill too fond of gold and mixed colours. ‘The country people drefs with- 
out any tafte at alt. The chief ornament of the men is a long broad waiftcoat, ftrange- 
ly embroidered, from which their breeches hang very low and loofe, probably to give 
free play to their bellies, which is the chief part of a Bavarian. The women difguife 
themfelves with a fort of ftaye in the fhape of a funnel, which cover the breaft and 
fhoulders, fo as to hide the whole neck. This ftiff drefs is covered with filver beads, 
and thickly dverlaid with filver chains. In many places the houfewife has a-bunch of 
keys and a knife appendant to a girdle, which reach almoft to the ground. 

“As to the characters and manners of the Bavarians, the inhabitants of the capital na- 
turally differ very much from the country people. ‘The chara¢ter of the inhabitants of 
Munich is a riddle to me, and would remain fo if I were to ftay here many years. 1 be- 
lieve, indeed, that it may be truly faid, that they have no charaéter at all. ‘Their man- 
ners are corrupt, as mutt be the cafe with forty thoufand men who depend entirely on 
acourt, and, for the moft part, go idle at its expences i 

Amongft the great nobles, you meet here, as well as elfewhere, with very well bred 
and polite people ; but the people, taking the word in its full extent, are, in an emi- 
nent degree, deftitute of any fenfe of honour, without education, without any activity 
for the {tate, attachment to the country, or generous feeling whatever. The fortunes 
of this place are from 1500 to 3 or 4,000]. per annum ; but the pofleffors know no 
other ‘ufe of their money than to fpend it in fenfual gratifications. Many good houfes 
have been entirely ruined by play. The fafhionable game at the court was formerly 
called zwicken, or pinch ; but fince Hombefch, the minifter of finance, has pinched 
their falaries fo conioundedly, they call ic Hombe/ch. Many of the court ladies know 
of no other employment than playing with their parrots, their dogs, or their eats. 
One of the principal ladics whom i am acquainted with, keeps a hall full of cats, and 
two or three maids to attend them: fhe converfes half the day long withthem, often 
ferves them herfelf with coffee and fugar, and dreffes them according to her fancy dif- 
ferently every day. : 

The {mall nobles and fervants of the court, have a pitiable paflion for titles. Before 
the prefent elector came here, the place {warmed with excellencies, honourable, and 
right honourable. ‘As this was not the cuftom at Manheim, an order was made to af- 
certain the different ranks of nobleffe. All thofe whom it deprived of excellency, ho- 
nourable, &c. and particularly (would you think it?) the women, were funk in defpair ; 
and for the firft time complaints were made of tyranny, of which none before feemed 
to have any conception, 
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‘The remainder of the inhabitants are immerfed in the moft feandaious debauch. 
Every night the ftreets re-echo with the noife of drunkards iffuing from the numerous 
taverns, where they have been revelling and dancing. Whoever is at al noble here 
mutt keep his mifirefs; the reft indulge in promifcuous lo¥e. “In this refpect things 
are not much better in the.country. 

Bavaria, indeed, well deferves the chara@er given it by an officer of Gafcony, of 
being the greateft brothel in the world. 

The country people are extremely dirty. A few miles diftant from the capital, one 
would hardly take the hovels of the peafants for the habitations of men. Many of 
them have large puddles before the doors of their houfes, and are obliged to ftep over 
planksinto them. The thatched roofs of the country people, in many parts of France, 
have a much better appearance, than the miferable huts of the Bavarian peafatits; the 
roofs of which are covered with ftones, in order that the flates may not be carried away 
by the wind. ‘Mean as this looks, chcap as nails are in the country, and often as half 
the roofs are torn away by ftrong winds, yet cannot the rich farmer be perfuaded to 
nail his fhingles properly together. In fhort, from the court to the fmalleft cottage, 
indolence is the moft predorninant part of the character of the Bavarian. 

This great indolence is contrafted, in an extraordinary manner, with a fill higher 
degree of bigotry.—1 happened to ftroll into a dark, black country beer-houfe, filled 
with clouds of tobacco, and on entering was almoft ftunned with the noife of the 
drinkers. By degrees, however, my eyes penetrated through the thick vapours, when 
I difcovered the prieft of the place in the middle of fifteen or twenty drunken fellows. 
His black coat was juft as much bedaubed as the frocks of his flock, and like the reft of 
them, he had cards in his left hand, which he ftrack fo forcibly on the dirty table, that 
the whole chamber trembled. At firft, 1 was fhocked at the violent abufe they gave 
each other, and thought they were quatrelling ; but foon found that all the blackguard 
appellations which fhocked me were only modes of friendly falutation among them. 
Every one of them had now drank his fix or eight pots of beer, and they defired the 
landlord to give each™ dram of brandy, by way, they faid, of locking the ftomach. 
But now their good humour departed, and I prefently faw, in all their looks and gel- 
tures, the moft ferious preparation for a fray. This at length broke out. At firft the 
prieft took vain pains to fupprefs it. He {wore and roared at laft as much as the reft. 
Now one feized a pot and threw it at his adverfary’s head, another clenched his fitt, 
a third pulled the legs from a ftool to knock his enémy on the hegd. Every thing, in 
fhort, feemed to fpeak blood and death; when, on the ringing of the bell for evening 
“prayer, ‘ Ave Maria, ye Y cried the prieft, and down dropped their arms, they 
pulled off their bonnets, folded their hands, and repeated their Ave Marias. It put me 

_in mind of the adventure in Don Quixote, where peace is fuddenly reftored in the great 
fray, on account of the helmet of Mambrino, and the afs’s collar, by the recolletion of 
what paffed in the Agramantine camp. As foon, however, as prayers were over, they 
were all feized again with their former fury, which, was the more violent from the mo- 
mentary interruption it had met with. Pots and glaffes began to fly. I obferved the 
curate creep under the- table for fecurity, and I withdrew into the landlord’s bed- 
chamber. 

‘The fame {cenes occur in the inland towns among the citizens, officers, clergymen, 
and ftudents. ‘They ali falute each other with abufive language; all viein hard drink- 
ing; and clofe to every church, which are fearce lefs than 28,700, there is regularly 
a beer-houfe and a brothel. A ftudent at the univerfity of Ingoldftadt muft carry a 
thick cudgel, and wear a-neat cut hat; he muft be able to drink from eight to ten 

Fra é quarts 





36 _ RIESBECK’S TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. 


_quarts of beer at a fitting, and be always ready to fight, right or wrong, with the offt- 
cers of the garrifon that is quartered there. You may fuppofe that this does not tend 
to raife the reputation of she univerfity, which is, indeed, but thinly vifited, though the 
profeffors are able men, and do their duty, although a proclamation came out fome years 
fince to forbid any Bavarian from ftudying out of the country. 

No penccan defcribe the ridiculous mixtures of debauchery and devotion which every 
day happen. The moft notorious is that which took place in the church of St. Mary, 
Oettingen, a few years fince, when a pricit adtually deflowered a'girl whom he had 
long purfued, and could only make a prize of there before the altar of the Virgin. 

The country people join to their indolence and devotion a certain ferocity of temper, 


which often gives rife to bloody fcenes. When they mean to praife a church holiday, 


or fome public feftival w hich has lately been kept, they fay,—fuch a one was 4 
charming affair; there were fix or eight people killed or made cripples at it. If no- 


thing of this kind has been done, it is called a mere nothing, a fiddlé-faddle bufinefs.. 


In the laft century, and the beginning of this, the Bavarian troops maintained the firlt 
reputation among the German forces. At the battle of Hockftedt, they kept their 
ground and imagined themfélves victors, till the. eletor who ‘led them was informed 
that the French had given way in the-other wing. _ Under Tilly and Mercy they like- 
wife did wonders; but fince the time of thefe generals, military difcipline has fo far re- 
faxed anfong{t them, that they are no longer foldiers. Indeed no people can fhew more 
abhorrence to every thing which is called difcipline and order, than the Bavarians do. 
They might, however, Mill be ufeful as freé-booters, whofe robberies and: allirregula- 
rities are more pardonable than thofe of regular troops. There are bands of robbers 


about, which are one thoufand men ftrong, and would undoubtedly make good ra-. 


vaging partics in time of war, There have been inftances of their fighting againft the 
military, under bold leaders, to. the very lft man. But the pooreft peafant confiders. 
it as a hardthip to be drafted into the regular troops of his prince. ; 

The, inhabitants of the capital, on the other hand, are thggmoft weak, timid, and 
fubfervient people in the world. ‘They have no quicknefs of parts at all, and: you will 
feek. in vain in the town for that liberty, which fometimes indeed degenerates into coaxfe- 
nels of manners, but is ftill the molt agreéable trait in the character of the country 
people. Under the la{t government, while the people of Munich were crouching under 
a defpotic minifter, and only ventured to murmur in fecret, the country people difco- 
vered their difcoftent with a freedom which threatened dangerous confequences. At 
the fame time, an unbounded and inexpreflible love for their prince prevailed on them 
to pull down the inclofures of their fields at the command of the mafter-of the hounds, 
inorder that the game might pafture there. They fpake with raptures of the amiable 
qualities of their lord ; indeed they did not pafs over his faults, but tried to excufe him 
for them, and loaded his fervants, without referve, with their heavieft curfes, and thus 
gave every ftranger a juit idea of the court, while the inhabitants of the town, in the 
dedicatory addreffes of books and poems, extolled the tyrants: of the land to heaven. 
The country people judge as impartially of the prefent government. I fhould. not, 

_ however, have obtained any account of the prince or-his fervants, if | had not got ac- 
quainted with fome foreign artifts belonging to the court, who were more interefted in 
the ftate of them both than the natives, who are infatuated with their beer pots.. Every 
fhoe-black in Paris knows all the great people of the court, pries into their private life 
as well as their politics, and. condemns or approves at difcretion ; but here you mect 
with many court-counfellors and fecretaries, who know nothing of the great people ex- 
cept their names. To conclude, the unadulterated Bavarian peafant is gruff, fat, ay 
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lazy, drunken, and undifciplined ; but he is brave, ceconomical, patriotic, and fuch a 
flave to his word, that when it has once been given it is never broke. — As to his hatred 
of regular difcipline, it is partly owing to the difcouragement thrown upon the military 
way of life by the clergy, and partly to there being no provifion for difabled foldiers. 

- Something too arifes from the prince’s not being military ; for in the year 1778, when 
the imperial troops were recruiting at Straubingen, and carried about with them a picture 
of the emperor in his uniform, many of the natives immediately enlifted on hearing that 
the emperor was a foldier. + * 


LETTER XIL oa 
. Munich. 

YOU are extremely right in thinking that this court would be of great confequence, 
if it knew how to make ule of its powers. It is able to meafure {words with the king 
ef Denmark, and Sweden is not much juperior to it in force; for if we take from the 
fum total of the fubjeéts of this northern potentate’s power, the Laplanders. and the 
reft of its almoft entirely unferviceable people, what remains will fearce exceed the po+ 
pulation of this territory. Bavaria has one million one hundred and eighty. thoufand ; 
the Palatinate on the Rhine two hundred and twenty thoufand ; and the dukedoms of 
Julich and Berg about two hundred and fixty thoufand men. The total number, there- 
fore, of the fubjects of this court, amounts to about one million feven hundred and . 
twenty thoufand. I know that in. fome ftate papers they are reckoned at little more than 
one million four hundred thoufand, but certainly the fubjeéts who live in. Weftphalia are: 
not included in this calculation. ; 

There is likewife a great difference about the income of thé court. The very induf- 
trious, and in general the very accurate, Mr. Bufching tells us, in the latt edition. of 
his excellent work, that he is informed from good authority, that the income of Ba- 
varia amounts to eight millions of Rhenifh florins, or 800,000, and this.agrees with 
" the calculation commonly made here. I told. you, however, in my laft, that very tew 
people here are acquainted with the ftate of the court, and that they are induced, by a. 
ridiculous vanity, to make more of things than they are. Some, who ought to have: 
been in the fecret, would have perfuaded me, that the court had fom twelve to fixteen: 
hundred thoufand pounds yearly income. I faw it was impoflible to get at the truth,. 
otherwife than by inquiring particularly at the proper offices into the ftate of finances ; 
at lait, after long fearch, I made out, with tolerable certainty, that the aggregate income 
from the’ taxes, cuftoms, excife, forelts, mines, &c. hardly amounted to 50,000}. 
In this eftimate, one of the moft confiderable articles, the trade with the Salizburg and: 
Riechenhaller falt, is notincluded. This is reckoned by.fome at two millions, but it is 
moft highly probable that it does not produce more thanone. We may. therefore moft 
fafely ftate the income of Bavaria at fix millions of florins, or 6co,cool. The revenue 
of the Palatinate on the Rhine amounts to about 1,700,000 guilders, or:170,00¢L 5. and! 
that of the countries in the circle of Weftphalia to about 1,5¢0,0¢0, or i 50,00Cl. ;. lo. 
that on the whole, this court may have a revenue of nine millions of florins, or about. 
goo,cecl. You perceive by this. ftatement, that the income from. the lands on. the- 
Rhine amounts to fomething more than the half of the revenues of Bavaria, notwith- 
ftanding- that it does not.contain one half as. many inhabitants as Bavaria; but this 
difference, as well as that which the profitable Bavarian falt occafions, is.overbalanced 
by the better. employment of. the abovementioned lands, by. more diligent. hufbandry,, 
by greater taxes, by more lively trade, and by more profitable duties of all kinds. 


If Bavaria were as well peopled and cultivated in proportion to its extent as the coun+ 
< tries: 


. 
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tries on the Rhine connected with it-are, it would yield three or four millions of florins 
more. I have told you already, that it contains a {pace of feven hundred and twenty- 
nine {quare miles. ‘The Palatinate and the dukedoms of Julich and Berg, all together, 
hardly contain two hundred and forty {quare miles; but this fpace, which is not a third 
as large as Bavaria, has half as many inhabitants in it, and yields more than half as 
much revenue. , 

‘This difference arifes, in a great meafure, from the great attention paid to monks in 
this country; an attention which muift neceffarily prevent any increafe of population, 
any excefs of knowledge, any induitry, or a more improved cultivation to the country. 
‘There are two hundred cloilters in this country, and at leaft five thoufand monks, 
Many of thefe cloifters have incomes of 3ocol. or 4oool. a year; that of Nicderal- 
teich has not lefs than 10,0col. per annum. Without exaggerating, one may rate 
the revenue of the cloifters, and other religious foundations of this country, at about 
two millions of florins, or 200,co0l., which is a third part of the whole income of 
the country. The damage which the monks do the country is moft notorious. ‘This 
appears with regard to the farmers called hermits, whofe children they are very affidu- 
ous to make monks of, becaufe they receive with every one of them, one, two, three, 
or more thoufand florins. ‘The confequence to the country is, that by this diminution 
of the laborious part of the community, the property remains in too few hands, and the 
country is never above half cultivated. The-country alfo lofes fomething by the fons 
of the other farmers who are bred in convents; for the education given them unfits 
them for every profeffion, but thofe of idle authors or comedians. —The propenfity to 
idle life, to feafting, and beggary, which reigns over all Bavaria, is countenanced and 
fanétioned by the example of the fat priefts, The people envy them ftrongly their 
bleffed idlenefs. ‘The jugglery, the brotherhoods, church feafts, and corner devotions 
of thefe holy quacks, employ the attention of the multitude fo much, that they fpend 
the third part of their time amongft them.—Intereft prompts them to keep the people 
in a ftate of ftupidity, and therefore they are conftantly in the field ready to oppofe, with 
almoft inconceivable fury, every thing which tends to improve and enlighten the: un- 
derftanding. They alone are to be thanked for the fhocking wildnefs of manners which 
appears in Bavaria. heir cowls contain the eflence of chriftianity and all morality. 
"They preach nothing but mafles, which are very profitable to them, the rofary, the {ca- 
puleire and ridiculous mortification to the body, by which means many a blockhead 
has got the name of a faint. The deceived countryman believes, that confeffion and a 
mals, which colts fifteen pence, will wipe away the fouleft fins, and confiders the telling 
his beads as his molt effential duty. The fecular priefts are as few in number as the 
monks are many. ‘Thefe ought naturally to form the manners of the country; but 
they are held in much lefS veneration than the others, becaufe their drefs and appear- 
ance is not fo extraordinary. In Bavaria, however, they do not deferve more refpect 
than the monks; for the greater part of them difler from the peafants only by wearing 
black, having a more expenfive table, and a handfomer and better dreffed houfe-keeper. 
In other things they are equally lazy, untutored, and ignorant.—Their parifhes are four 
miles in compafs, and produce from four to 6ool. per annum. What an advantage it 
would be to tHe country, if thefe livings were to be divided into five or fix fmaller ones, 
and filled with a better race of holy fhepherds! At the fame time, the monks fhould 
be prohibited from interpofing in the care of fouls, or what would be rather more ad- 
vantageous, though not to be expected under this government, they fhould be extirpated 
altogether. : 
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If the eftates of the convents, which formerly belonged to the electors, and were 
given away in melancholy moments, were to be re-afflumed, and if all foreigners with. 
out exception were allowed a free exercife of their religion, their national debts would 
be very foon difcharged, and the country immediately put on quite a different appear- 
ance. But Charles Theodore is fo far from being capable of fuch exertions, and is fo 
little acquainted with his own intereft, and with that of his country, as to be founding 
a.new convent in the Palatinate on the Rhine, and making a prefent of the wealth of 
the ex-jefuits (another fort of monks) to the knights of Malta. What fhall we fay of 
the private man who is loaded with debts, and yet makes religious foundations? But 
here no reafoning will apply. ; 

The overbearing greatnefs of many Bavarian farmers gave rife to fome confidera- 
tions in my mind, which deferve to be farther noticed. 1 divide the country people 
into three claffes ; 1{t. Into thofe whofe properties are too fmall to live by, and who 
mutt ferve others to obtain their full maintenance. 2dly. Into fuch as can depend on 
means fufficient from their own property. And 3dly, Into thofe who poffels more 
than is neceflary for the convenient fupport of a family, and who are called, more or 
lefs, rich farmers, At firft fight it appears fair enough, that. the land-tax fhould be 
equal for all, and that all fhould pay ia proportion to the ground they hold; but it is 
not fo; on the contrary it is a great political error to make the peafant, who has not 
half fufficient to maintain his family, pay as much in proportion as he who has a full com- 
petency; for firft, itis a political axiom, that three or four middling citizens are more va- 
Juable toa ftate than one rich one, although his capital may muchexceed that of the others; 
and fecondly, though an entirely equal partition of poffeffions and gold in a ftate, were 
it poflible, would indeed be madnefs ; {till, under the conviction it is impoffible every 
prudent ruler will condué his adminiftration as if it were not fo. The moft unhappy 
countries are thofe in which the greateft riches and the greateft poverty are to be met 
with at the fame time. Such a {tate cannot fubfift long: one part of the inhabitants 
mutt be defpots, the other flaves. In the fermentation incidental to fuch a country, 
perfons really free are either thrown out or deftroyed.—One over-rich farmer gradually 
fwallows up all the poor in his circuit. He lends money on the ground of the poor, 
feizes the occafion of a barren year to purchafe cheap a little property of his neighbour, 
and when he is not reftrained by feclings of honour, has innumerable artifices to get 
poffeflion of any piece of ground which lies convenient for him. 1 faw with aftonith- 
ment, in fome republican fates, how fome rich farmers had found means to difpoffefs 
a whole community, and become the tyrants of the neighbourhood. In monarchies 
the evil is not fo great; but, however, it is always fufliciently fo to reqnire to be op- 
pofed with every nerve. 

Let us now compare the advantages which a rich farmer can draw from his lands, 
with the advantages refulting to a middling, or a poor one. The poor man mutt fell 
his produce as quickly as poffible, and generally at a low price, becaufe his creditors 
are urgent. The middling one cannot keep the price up long, becaufe he is in dan- 
ger of being obliged to borrow money, and of lofing by the intereft as much as he 
could gain by laying by. But the rich one can fpeculate, and feldom bargains at the 
low price at which the others are obliged to fell the earnings of their fweat and toil. 
He buys grain from the low people round about, or he has previoufly advanced them 
the price of their crops; they mult therefore let him have it at his own price, and then 
he raifes the price of grain im the market. By inundations, or hail ftorms, the fmall 
farmer has often not feed enough for the enfuing year. ‘he piece of ground in courfe 
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lies wafte ; and when the rich man poffeffes it, he cultivates it with double arid treble 
profit, and becomes, at the expence of the poor and the ftate, richer and richer, till at 
Jaft, often to the great injury of population, a dozen {mall farms are fwallowed up by him ; 
the.young gentleman, his fon, who is meanwhile at ftudy, will not any longer con. ° 
tinue in the country, but fixes himfelfin town, lets his lands, and adds another in. 
fignificant idler to the fate. eS 

Ought not, then, the rich farmer to contribute fomething more to the ftate, in return 
for thofe advantages which he derives from having his property fo much better circum- 
flanced than that of his neighbours? ; . 

I conceive it, therefore, highly juft that, in the impofition of taxes, fome refpett fhould 
be paid to the different kind and condition of farmers. ‘Che poor one fhould not pay 
fo much in proportion for a piece of ground as the middling one, nor the latter fo much 
as the rich one. On the contrary, the ftate fhould endeavour to relieve the poor one 
till he became as thriving as the middling one, and to prevent the lait from aggrandi- 
zing himfelf to the injury of population. I would alfo in my republic, which, like un- 
formed chaos, is yet floating in infinity of fpace, fix fome middle point, and in the lay- 
ing of taxes, make the tax to correfpond with the degree in which the income of a fingle 
farmer falls {hort of or exceeds this point. For example :—In my republic.a thriving 
farmer fhould be one who poffeffed land to the amount of fix thoufand florins of pro- 
perty. Thus every‘one who had under four thoufand florins of capital, fhould pay one per 
cent; he who varied between four or five to fix thoufand dollars, two per cent ; he who 
poffeffed more, three per cent. ; and whoever poffeffed the double of fo much, fhould 
pay four per cent. for all chat was above the middle point. Thus, in purchafing a piece 
of ground, the poor would have a juft advantage over a middling farmer, and the mid~ 
dling onc over the rich, It is true, my officers would have occafion for more arithme- 
tic, and it would be neceffary to run a little more up and down ;—but leave me to 
take care of that, when I have once got my ftate upon a fure ground and eftablifh- 
ment. : 5 

To return now to our * Bavaria, you can very eafily and clearly imagine to yourfelf 
how farit is from being what it might be made. If the debts were paid off, the num- 
ber of fubjeéts and quantity of income would enable the elector to keep a ftanding army 
of ‘forty or fifty or fifty thoufand men ; and could, as things now are, if thefe parts 
of his poffeffions were as well cultivated as the country on the Rhine, increafe them to 
fixty thoufand, and command high refpect from his mightieft neighbours. When his 
fucceffor comes to the government, the refources will {till be granted by. the acceflion 
of thé dutchy of Deux-Points, and poffibly alfo the ftate ceconomy will be better. 


LETTER XI. 
; Salixburg. 
THE way from Munich here is very dull. Itlies through a vaft plain, only here and 
there broken by gentle elevations. The many dark woods, the miferable and thin {cat- 
tered peafantry, the want of towns, and the continual dread of robbers, make one haften 


* The many projeéts which the author bas formed for Bavaria, gave him a right to call the one made by 
him Ais Bavaria. In the year 1740 an Hatean pesctal made frequent ufe of the expreffion, Notre Bavicre. 
A French officer. who was treating with him for an exchange of prifoners, beard him a long time, and 
at lal faid, “« Moufieur, nous avons une chanfon dont te refrein off: Quand j'ai bien la, tout la serve off a 
moi? 


5 opt 


”. 
RIESBECK 9 TRAVELG THROUGH GERMANY. at 


ut of Bavaria as quickly as poffible, For feventeen long German miles there is no 
place of note but the dark Woafferburg, which ftands on one of the barren fand-hills, 
through which the river Inn winds. : ; : 
When you come to the frontiers of Saltzburg things mend. The profpetts are more 
varied, the habitations of the peafants appear neater, and the cultivation of the country 
improves. About half a mile from this town there is one of the prettieft profpedts I 
have ever met with. Conceive to yourfelf a vaft amphitheatre; the back ground of 
the picture is occupied by high rocks lifting up their heads to heaven. Some of them 
which are rather on the fide, are in the fhape of pyramids. Thefe vaft mafles terminate 
by degrees in wooded mountains to the back, and in beautiful and cultivated hills to the 
fide of the profpect. Precifely in the mid{t of this fcene ftands the town, which is 
commanded by the caftle ftanding on a high rock. The river Saltz giyes the mixed land 
{capes {till more life. Here and there it fpreads itfelf out, and its banks in many places 
are fhaded with deep hanging woods. = 
The country about this town forms a ftriking contraft with the barren, defolate wilds 
of Munich. It is indeed very ftriking, and exhibits a matchlefs and admirable union-of 
nature and art. The ftream divides itfelf into two unequal parts. To the weftward,' 
where the greateft part of the town lies, there rifes on the wide plain a high, round, ftee ; 
and hard rock, which has the caftle as a crown on it. The river winds ‘along by fe 
foot of this rock, and at a fmall diftance from it, there rifes a mountain of foft {tone die 
reétly perpendicular on both fides, and about one hundred feet high. Upon this natural 
wall, which is much higher than the higheft houfe of the town, there grows a thick 
wood, in the mid{t of which are feggral plantations. Through the part of the walt 
where it is only fixty feet broad, they have cut a handfome paflage, On the other fide 
of the river, there is the moft romantic rock ever feen. It is a kind of naked wall, 
which ftretches along the plain from the river for three miles, and is five hundred fect 
high. I cannot better defcribe the peculiarity of this fituation to you, than by bidding: 
you conceive the town as the centre of a femi-circle of hills, the two parts of the vetan 
femi-diameters, and this wall as a radius of the circle. ee —-* 
The town itlelf is very handfome—the houfes are high, and built all of ftone. The 
roofs of the houfes are in the Ttalian tafte, and you may walk out upon‘them. The ca 
thedral is the handfomeit building I have feen fince I left Paris. It is built of Heeflone: 
and is an imitation of St. Petcr’s at Rome. ‘The portico is of marble, and the whole fs 
_ covered with copper. Before the portico there is a large quadrangular ‘place vith 
-arches’and galleries, in. which is the Prince’s refidence, and the abbey of St. Peter I 
the middle of this place there is a ftatue of the Virgin in Bronze ; it is fine, but of an 
unnatural fize, There are large areas, encompafled with handfome buildings ‘or both 
fides of the church, In the middle of tht which is to the left, there is the moft mag- 
nificent fountain of marble I ever faw, and fome valuable figures of gigantic fize.’ - There 
is likewife a fountain in that to the right, but it is not to be compared with the former’ 
one, and the Neptune of it makes but a very pitiful figure. This ‘town contains man 
more excellent buildings and ftatutes, which remind you that the borders of Ital - 
not far diftant. ‘ pee 
As far as 1 know of the inhabitants, they appear very focial, oper d live 
Sees attached to hae ‘Until 1 fall get Pale Sauiedaih te | 
mutt sive you an account of fome excurfions I made into f cates 
ae give - een ; everal parts of Bavaria; in my 
Freyfingen, an epifcopal refidence, though not ill built, is on th whole a-thit : 
little place. It confifts folely of monks, eins, afew melonclioly tate, paves 
VoL. Vib , Ss mechanics, 
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mechanics. The prince’s cafe is. pleafantly firuated upon the fide of a mountain, front 
which it commands a delightful profpect over great paxt of Bavaria, and the mountains 
of fyrol and Saltzburg. The bifhop’s poffeflions fie feattered through Bavaria and. 
Auftria. His income may perhaps amount to 30,000 florins, or 3oaol. a year, and he 
keeps his lord high fteward, his mafter of the hounds, his counfellors, his body guards, 
his mufic, and his cook and butler, which two lait have undoubtedly the moft to do. 

From Freyfingen I travelled on to Ratifbon, a dark, melancholy, and very large 
town, which you know is the feat of the diet, and contains about twenty-two thoufand 
inhabitants. I really do not know what to fay to you about it, except that the bridge 
over the Danube is a very heavy one, which was built by the Devil, and that I met with 
very good quarters at the White Lamb, the matter of which is the civileft and moft ac- 
commodating landlord that I have yet found in Germany. One would imagine the 
number of envoys from the different princes of the empire who are conflantly refident 
here, would give life to the place ; but you cannot think how dead every thing is, If 
it were not for the prince of ‘Thurn and Taxis, the Emperor’s principal commiflary, and. 
pott-mafter-general of the empire, you would not believe the town to be the feat of the 
diet. But this gentleman, whole income is about four hundred thoufand florins, or 
40,0001. per annum, gives operas, comedies, wild-beaft baitings, balls, and fire-works.. 
He is indeed.a very worthy perfon, and does honour to his place by his greatnefs of 
mind and noble way of thinking. ‘This gentleman may be faid to do the honours of the 
diet in the ftricteft fenfe of the word ; for the reft of the Ambaffadors are forced to live 
very ceconomically, on account of the fmallnefs of their incomes. Many of them go 
about in hackney-coaches.. As every thing that igor their ufe comes into the city duty” 
free, the people of the place make heavy complaifits of their fervants for carrying on: 
a large contraband trade. Indeed they conceive that what they lofe i this, is more 
than an equivalent for what they gain by the diet in other refpects. The fact is, that 
the Ambaffadors from the greateft powers, who have large incomes, and feem to be paid 
for holding great ftate, hold none; and as the other minifters regulate themfelves by 
their example, one may be feveral weeks in town without being fenfible that the diet is 
affembled. Our Ambaflador is one of the foreigners who is moft eminently diftinguifhed. 
for his knowledge. Both he and the fecretary to the embafly, Mr. Heriffant, the fon 
of a bookfeller at Paris, are particularly well acquainted with German politics, and alfo 
with German literature. 

The bufinefs of the diet is very tedious. This is owing to the prevalence of party or 
all great occafions, and the jealoufy which the great powers entertain of each other, 
for the forms according to which bufinels is done, are in themfelves very fimple. The 
diet confifts of three colleges, to wit, the eleCtorate, that of the prince’s, and that of the : 
college of the ftates. The two firft are called the higher colleges, though they have no: 
effential pre-eminence over the other in the common bufinels of the diet. All thefe 
colleges affemble in a hall, to receive the Emperor’s propofitions; thence they retire: 
into three feparate chamber’s, where the votes of each other are colletted, in a. manner 
well calculated for the purpofe. The majority decides in each chamber as to the rules 
of that chamber, and fo does the majority of the three colleges as to the determination. 
of the whole. When the three colleges are unanimous, it is called a conclufion of the 
diet, and is laid before the Emperor, or his principal commiffary, as a judgment of the 
diet. When one college differs from the two others, its conclufions are tranfmitted to 
the Emperor. The refolutions agreed on are immediately executed, and at the conclu- 
fion of the diet, are entered among the decrees of the empire. 
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The electoral college, befides the advantage it naturaijg derives from the {mall num- 
ber of voters in it, whofe decifions are ftill of as much weight as thofe of the other two, 
has a great additional influence from the circumftance of the five fecular members of it 
having near twenty votes in the college of princes. Since the death of the laft elector 
‘of Bavaria, it confifts but of eight voices; the elector and Archbifhop of Mentz is the 
prefident, It is not yet fettled who is to have the decifive voice in éafe of an equality ; 
but as this is an event to be expected, it is thought that there will foo1: be a ninth elector 
chofen from the houfe of Wirtemberg or Heffe-Caffel. ‘The only obftacle is the jea~ 
loufy of fome of the ele€toral houfes, left the Emperor fhould propofe one of his own 


dependants. 

In the co 
-ecclefiaftical, fixty- 
of prelates and abbeffes, namely, 


Ilege of princes there are in all one hundred votes, of which thirty-three are 

one fecular, and fix colle€tive. Thefe lait confift of the two benches 

the Suabian and Rhenifh, and of the four colleges of 

_ the counts of the empire, namely, the Wetteravian, Suabian, Weftphalian and Fran. 
conian. Each college of counts, and each bench of prelates, has one vote. There are 
twenty members on the bench of Suabian prelates, and nineteen on that of the Rhenifh 
ones. The Wetteravian college of counts has ten members; the Suabian twenty, the 
Franconian fixteen, and the Weltphalian thirty-four. There are many counts of the 
empire who are not included in this number, becaufe though they have been raifed to 
the dignity of count, they have not yet taken their feat at the diet. Other feats are 
vacant, becaufe the lands they are attached to have fallen into greater houfes, the mafters 
of which confider the privilege of voting as counts, as flender and inconfiderable. The 
college of princes has this privilege peculiar to it, that one houfe can have many votes 5 
thus the prefent Elector Palatine has feven votes, and his fucceffor, the Duke of Deux- 

” Ponts, will have eight; the King of Pruffia has five, and after the death of the-prefent 
Prince of Anfpach and Bareith, will have feven; the Elector of Brunfwick has five. 
‘This arifes from the rank of principality in the empire being vefted in the property, not 
in the perfon; fo one perfon may poffefs feveral properties, each of which feparately 
claims his title of principality, Auftria and Saltzburg take it by turns to prefide over 
this college, the one one day, and the other the next. The Archbifhop of Befangon, 
and the King of Sardinia, as Duke of Savoy, have for a long time left off fending minif= 
ters to the diet, fo the college of princes confifts now only of ninety-eight votes. The 
college of the ftates confifts of fifty-one, and is divided into two, namely, the Suabian 
and Rhenith. On the firft there are thirty-feven, and on the other fourteen feats. The 
flate in which the dict is held has the direction, 

‘he imperial court has a great influence in all the three colleges. The three ecclefi. 
aftical electors have been almoft conftantly creatures of the Emperor, who fpares neither 
gold, threats, nor promifes$ to infpire the canons of Mentz, Treves, and Cologne, in 
the choice of a new archbifhop. Formerly our court ufed the fame methods of acquir- 
ing influence in the empire 5 but that channel is now ftopped up for ever, by the vigi- 
lance and adtivity of the court of Vienna. ‘The Emperor fhas the fame weight in the 
princes’ college. Almoft ali the ecclefiaftical princes are his true fons. The chapter 
of Luttoch is the only one, in modern times, which has dared to withftand the Empe- 
ror’s influence in the eleétion of the fovereign. Betides thefe means of gaining influs - 
ence, it has always been the maxim of the imperial court to raife the members of the 
hereditary dominion, who pofleffed the imalleft fief in the empire, to the dignity of 
princes, in order to infure them a feat and a vote inthe diet. It is thus that the houfes - 

of Lobkowits, Dieteichftein, Schwarzenberg, Lichtenttein, Auerfberg, and Thurn, have 


been introduced into the college, in fpite of the proteftations of all the old princes, 
a. morelg 


. 
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merely to ftrengthen the inflagnce of the houfe of Anfriai. "The Dukes of Aremberg 
are amongft the oldeft princes; but as by far the greateft part of their poffeffions lie ia 
the hereditary lands of Aultria, they are almoft totally dependant on the court of Vienna. 
Many others of the old houfes, on account of the fituation of their properties alfo adhere 
‘to the Emperor, who from one caufe or other, may be fuppofed to be fecure of half the 
votes to carry whatever he has a mind fhould be carried. In the college of towns he 
ryles almolt without control ;—for as thefe are almoft all encompaffed by moft powerful 
princes, they require the particular proteétion of the court of Vienna to prevent their 
being tétally crufhed, . 7 

Powerful as the Emperor’s influence may be under fuch circumftances, ftill the ftates 
find means to counteract the ftream, and interrupt its force.. Mably has juftly obferved, . 
in his remarks on the hiftory of France, that if you confider the empire as compofed of 
independent ftates, who have leagued with each other for mutual defence, one could not 
devile wifer regulations than they have inftituted to fecure their liberty frem internal 
ufurpers. The definition of the conftitution of the empire, “ It is a confufion preferv- 
ed by God’s omnipotence, *”’ is.a juft one as long as the empire is erroneoufly.confi. 
dered as a fingle felf-fabfifting ftate ; but if you view it, that is, asan affembly of many 
free {tates, who have knit .themfelves togethgr by a certain political fyftem, one fhall dif 
cover in place of confufion, a great deal of order; and inftead of unmeaning connection, 
a great deal of prudence and forefight. The dam which'I have mentioned to you, is 
that law which provides, that “ the majority in the imperial colleges fhould not be deci- 
five, either in religion or thofe matters in which the {tates could not be confidered ag 
one body, or where the catholics were of one, and the proteftants of another opinion.’ 
In thefe cafes the colleges divide into parties, and however {mall in number one party 
may be, its decree is held equal to the other more numerous one, Religion alone gave 
rife to this law; butin latter times the genius of politics has made good ufe of it, and 
all the catholics who are neceflarily dependant on the Emperor’s court, have found it of. . 
fervice for a fmaller number of proteftants to be able to oppofe the Emperor. Since the 
power of the King of Pruffia has got fo aftonifhingly high, he is at the head of the pro. 
teftant party, although Saxony has the apparent government of it, and he protefts often - 
very vehemently againft things in which religion is not in the leaft concerned. . 

From Munich J went to Infpruck, and from thence into the Tyrol. I will referve 
what I have to fay on that fubject till its proper place, which will be when I come to the 
Auftrian territories ; befides this letter is already of the proper Jength, 


LETTER XIV. 

: » Saltzburg. 

IT was with great pleafure that I wandered over this romantic country, and at one 

time ftanding on fome immenfe peak I viewed under me the clouds, towered on clouds, 

boundlefs plains, innumerable lakes, rivers, and brooks, vallies of tremendous depth, 
and the bare fummits of huge granate rocks, with the fenfations which are peculiar to fuch 

heavenly regions. Sometimes 1 take my abode in the deep hanging brow of a mountain, 

in a fhepherdefs’s hut, who dwells the whole fummer through with her flocks in this 

fubterreftrial region, and is vifited only by her lover, who clambers up two or three 

miles of the mountains to her, fome wild-goat hunter, or by chance fome ftrayed knight 

like myfelf; there I live a day like an ancient patriarch on milk and cheefe, count the 
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flock which in the evening affembles round the hut, at the found of a flute, and which at 
the moment I can think are my own, fleep upon a heap-of hay far more tranquil than 
you upon your hypochondriac down bed, and then enjoy the beauties of the rifing fun, 
with aluxury and delight, which at operas, comedies, balls, and all the ufual places of 
entertainment, you muft look forin vain. Sometimes I vifit a lake, in the bofom of a 
high mountain, which charms my fight ftill more, if at break of day ¥ find it mantled 
over with a mift. Then with greater pleafure, I furvey the rifing fun drive, and difperfe 
the mift into the valley, and the gilded mountain tops emerging high above it, now the 
wind by degrees difcovers the lake like a mirrour, and the mift, like a night {peétre, 
creeps through the interftices of the mountain into fome neighbouring clifis. ‘Then I 
make a little voyage in a hollowed tree, which here muft do the fervice of a fhip, and 
brealsfaft on exquifite butter and honey, in fome neighbouring peafant’s houfe, and 
fmile when I think of you, who are fitting at your tea-table in your learned night. 
gown, and critic night-cap, fwallowing with your tea, fome as watery ftale produc- 
tion of the day, and from all that rot-gut ftuff, get fwelled and puffed with wind, which’ 
you vainly endeavour to difpel by rhubarb, and all the preparations of your medicine 
cheft. 

The part which is towards the town has#he appearance of an immenfe pyramid ; but _ 
it flretches backwards into a rock, which is a mile long, and takes fix or feven hours to 
walk round. A common traveller will reach the top in five hours, but, the goat hunters, 
who climb like cats, do it in three. ‘There is a profpeét from it over all Bavaria, and 
you may reckon nine lakes in fight. The moft charming part of the profpeét, is the 
principality of Berchtoldfgaden, which lies to the fouth of the mountain, and confilts of 
a woody wall encompaffed round with vaft heights of the moft picturefque granate, 
Amongit them the Watzman is diftinguifhed by its perfectly conical appearance. Tne 
appearance of the lakes around the dark woods have an unfpeakably fine effet, ‘The 
profpedt into fome of the neighbouring vallies of Saitzburg, is not lefs beautiful. 

This mountain feems a proof of the truth of the fyftem taken up by Mr. Buffon, with 
regard to mountains. It confifts of a mafs of granate, worked into the foil, in the decli- 
vities and depths of which, here and there fand and chalk-ftone lie as if floated in water. 
The lower parts of the mountain are well wooded, and it has fome very good mines of 
red and white marble. From one of thefe mines there is a fine profpett of the town ; 
at fome diftance from them, in a wide gap of the mountain, there is a very remarkable 
water fall. A rapid ftream (which in fpring when the fnow begins to melt, muft be 
much larger than it is now) breaks out from a cleft of the rock ; which you enter by 
means of fome artificial fteps. In the cleft, where one fhivers with cold, you hear in the 
infide of a mountain a dull rumbling like far diftant thunder. Probably the mountain 
has fome lake in its bofon¥_ to which the fnow and rain water precipitating from above, 
occafion the noife. There is not a doubt but this internal body of water muft in time 
prove deftructive to the mountain. ‘The tradition of the country is, that the Emperor 
Charles the Great and his whole army, are confined and fhut up in this mountain until 
Doomfday, and will continue till then amufing themfelves with this terrible noife. On 
a certain day of the year, about midnight, the Emperor is to be feen with his train of 
minifters and generals, going in procetlion to the cathedral of Saltzburg. Were it not 
that you are fo well acquainted with the wonders to be met in the Sierra Morena at the 
mouth of the Quadiana, 1 could lay before you a legally attelted account of wizards, 
whole white beards by length of time, have grown ten or twenty times about the table 
on which they lie fleeping in the mountain, and of hermits a thoufand years old, who 
have led ftrayed goat-hunters through fubterraneous paflages, and fhewn them fairy 
palaces of gold and precious ftones. From ie cleft whence the fp‘rit of the great 

Charlee 


a6 RIESBECK’S TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. 


Charles iffues to walk by night, the ftream precipitates itfelf with a fond noife, and falls 
in a variety of cafcades- down the deep and narrow gully which it feems to have ‘dug 
itfelf in the hard marble. Here and there it has hollowed out bafons of marble by its 
fall, which no power of art could have given a better polifhto. Indeed they are fo 
nicely conftructed, that the lovers of ar’iquity in the neighbourhood have actually been 
at the pains to prove that they are ancient baths. Quite below, at the foot of the moun. 
tain, behind a mill, the fall prefents a moft picturefque appearance. It is not very high 
at this point, but very fingular, becaufe the water is divided into innumerable threads, 
which crofs each other in fuch varied and ftrange ways amidft the fragments of the rock 
which have fallen from above, that no imagination can devife a cafcade fo fanciful and 
capricious. Here on the detached rocks are {mall pine-trees, which infinitely increafe 
the beauty of the fcene. The water of this ftream is fo cold, that you could not hold 
your hand in it ten feconds ; and yet in the greateft fweat and perfpiration, you may 
drink as much as you pleafe, without thé {malleft danger, as you digeft it as eafily 
as air. WhenI am perfedtly faint, I do not knowa better cordial than this water, 

That part of the principality of Saltzburg which lies to the north of tiecapital, is likewife 
very mountainous, but it produces fufficient grain for the fupport of its inhabitants. But 
about fix miles from the town there is a long narrow valley which ftretches itfelf firlt 
fome miles fouthward and then weftward, is bounded by vatt mountains, is watered by 
the river Saltza, conftitutes the greateft part of the principality, but {carcely bears one 
third part of the neceffary grain. The entrance to this valley is called the Pafs of Lueg 
jor Luhk, a word which in low Dutch and Englifh fignifies /cok, and anfwers to the watch 
tower of many Imperial towns and territories. This pafs is a deep narrow hollow be- 
tween naked, {ufpended, perpendicular rocks of granate, which hang over on each fide, 
rife to an enormous height, and through which the Saltza pours with great impetuofity. 
Above the river they have cut a path in the rock, and there is a gate with hardly room 
enough for a fingle carriage to pafs, protected bya battery, fo that a few people here 
could withftand a whole army. The other approaches to this valley are equally well 
guarded, and nature feems to have fortified it as well as Wales. 

Befides this large valley there are feveral leffer ones adjoining, which belong to this 
principality. They are of the fame nature as the other, and the inhabitants of them live 
chieflyby breeding cattle. In many places you may find very rich farmers, who own from 
fixtyto fourfcore head of great cattle. They export fome cheefe and butter, but not near fo 
much as they might do, if the inhabitantswereas induftrious, frugal, aid difpofed for trade 
as the Swils. Befides horned cattle they alfo breed great numbers of horfes which are 
very ftrong, and are exported to great diftances for the purpofes of heavy burden and 
draught ;_ their fhape is not handfome; their heads are togghick, and their hind quar. 
ters too high; but I remember well to have feen in fome towns on the Rhine, a fingle 
Saltzburg horfe drawipg a weight of forty quintals, and a very heavy cart befides from 
the river to the town. The farmers ufe them to hard labour at three years old, and 
this is the caufe why they foon become ftiff, and cannot ferve for coach horfes. The 
Emperor gave twelye pounds for one for his artillery. The dominions which this prince 
has in Carrthen, are, in point of natural advantages, much the fame as thefe; but what 
he poffeffes in Auftria is too inconfiderable to be mentioned. Upon the whole, this 
country draws near the half of its neceflary corn from Bavaria. 

The peafant of this country cannot content himfelf with cheefe and potatoes, as the 
Swils does; but muft always have his meat, which, however fat it may be, he conftantly 
dips in hog’s lard. He muft have an abundance of good ‘bread, beer and brandy. 
Confidering the natural fituation of the gountry, this too expenfive mode of living would ~ 

make them the pooreft people in Europe, if the extravagance was not counterbalanced 
(ee 
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by a prudent and admirable ceconomy ia other refpeéts. The Saltzburg peafant clothes 
himfelf from head to foot; every family weaves a fort of coarfe dark grey cloth, from 
wool which they grow and prepare themfelves. They alfo make their own fhoes and 
ftockings. ‘Their drefs is by thefe means cleanly, fimple, and graceful. With all this, 
the equality between the income and expenditure of the country is chiefly kept up'by the 
mines. 

The falt-works at Hallein are without comparifon the moft confiderable. The inter- 
nal part of this mountain, which is about four miles diftant from this place, confifts of 
eryitals of falt, mixed with a great deal of earth. In order toclean it, they dig large 
hollow chambers within-fide, and fill them with water, which wahes the falt,and lets 
the earth fink to the bottom. The water thus impregnated is conveyed into pans and 
boiled off. In courfe of time the chambers fill of themfelves again with falt, and the 
treafure is inexhauflible. One of thefe chambers, when it is lighted up, makes one of 
the prettieft fights in the world. Conceive to yourfelf a hall about a hundred feet 
fquare, the walls and ground of which are compoled of cryftals of every earthly colour, 
and which refleét the light fo wonderfully that you would think yourfelf in fome en- 
chanted palace. In order to carry on this work, the wood of the forefts along the 
Saltza and other rivers is floated down them. This may perhaps in time put a ftop to- 
it, for the fmall woods are already vifibly thinner. 

From the unfavourable fituation of this country, it cannot ufe the whole of this trea. 
fure for itfelf, but is obliged to give up the moft part to foreigners. All the country 
round is either Aultrian or Bavarian. The firft have falt fufficient for their own ule, 
and all importation of foreign faltis prohibited. On the other hand, the Bavarian falt- 
work at Ratifbon is fo produétive, that it not only provides fufficient for that country, 
but alfo can afford aconfiderable quantity to foreigners. In confequence of all this, 
the Archbithops of Saltzburg have found themfelves obliged to enter into an agreement 
with the Dukes of Bavaria, in virtue of which, thefe take a certain quantity of falt every 
year, at a very moderate price, and furnifh Switzerland and Suabia with it.» By this 
means the falt trade of Saltzburg is properly in the hands of Bavaria, who gain full 
three times as much by it as the princes of Saltzburg. ‘The value of the falt which Ba- 
varia ftipulates to take yearly, amounts to about 200,0c0 florins, or 20,000!. What is 
difpofed of in the country itfelf, or carried into Auftria clandeftinely, makes on the 
whole about 350,000 florins, or 35,0001. of which two thirds may be clear gain. 

The gold and filver mines of this principality make a great figure in the geography of 
Germany ; but compared with the falt-works are not worth mentioning. In the regif- 
ters of the cuftom-houfe I have feen the entry of all the gold, filver, iron, copper, and 
other mines or pits, on an average of the laft ten years: the prince’s clear gain from alk 
his works, was about 65,000 florins, or 650ol. a year. He works them almoft all him- 
felf; for fome years paft he has loft in digging a gold mine in the neighbourhood of 
Gaftein, about 20,000 florins, or 20o0ol.’a year, which he has ventured, in the trea- 
cherous hope of being rewarded in time with a rich fpoil, and partly that the valley 
where it is dug, whofe inhabitants live folely by thefe works, may not become a walte. 
The iron here is brittle, and in no great requeft. The prince has alfo a brafs manu- 
fa€tory on his own account, but the calamine neceffary for it grows every day more {carce: 
in the country. 

Mr. Butching fays, in his account of Germany, that he ‘learns from good autho- 
rity, that the income of the archbifhop amounts to four millions of florins,’ or 400,0001. 
If the prince would make me his farmer-general, I durft hardly offer him 1,200,000 
florins, or 120,001, for his whole revenue. I am pretty confident that the taxes, tolls, 
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and crown-lands, &c. ‘in which include the produce of the mines, &c, do nat yield 
much above 600,000 florins, or 60,000b'. The excife, cuftoms, and other taxes levied 
in the capital, together with the prince’s breweries, mut bring in 435,090 more or 
43,5001. before I could clear any thing by my contract. ~ , : 

The extent of the country is eftimated at two hundred and forty German fquare- 
miles. There are only feven or eight towns, fome of which are not to be compared 
with a Suabian village. ‘The total number of inhabitants is computed at two hundred 
and fifty thoufand, of which the capital contains fourteen thoufand. There is only one 
manvfaéture in. the whole country, which is a fmall one at Hallein for cotton ftockings, 
and night-caps. Since there has been a good road made to Triefte, Saltzburg carries 
on aconfiderable trade in {pices and dregs, with which it fupplies a great part of Bava- 
ria, ‘The roads through this mountainous country are in general very good. Notwithe' 
ftanding here and there you ‘pafs on wooden bridges hung by chains over fome dreadful 
abyffes, the heavielt carriages have nothing to fear, except perhaps the being overfet by 
a violent blatt of wind, or being covered by a fall of {now in fpring. On my journey to 
the bath at Gaftein, one of the wildeft regions of this country, I faw all that was poflible 
to be done to render the moft dreadful abyffes and fteepeft rocks paffable. In this jour- 
ney I faw alfo, one of the moft remarkable water-falls which I ever met with. A powerfuk. 
{tream precipitates itfelf almoft from the clouds, upon a rock beneath, which rifes a 
hundred feet high above the way, and thence fo ftrongly recoils in an arch, that a tra- 
veller who paffes under thisarch is notin the leaft wet. In front this fall cannot be feen, 
becaufe it is too narrow, and the oppofite rock is too fleep; but a little diftance off, 
when viewed from the fide it prefents a moft extraordinary afpec. 


. 


LETTER XY. 
Saltzburg. 
1 AM a lover of mountain fcenes, and by no means one of thofe whofe feelings 
are only to be excited by what is monftrous, who love ftrong emotions, becaule they 
are commonly infenfible to the gentler affetions, and who feek for fatisfaction from bar- 
ren rocks, from boundlefs plains of ice and {now, becaufe by intemperate ufe of the 
joys which milder regions prefent, they are difgufted with them. To me the moft uni- 
form plain is variety enough, to keep my heart in that degree of warmtb, and my fenfes 
within the limits which are necelary for the uninterrupted enjoyment of nature. Lem- 
brace the tree which fuddenly affords me a fhade, after I have long wandered through a 
barren and level fpot. ‘The mofs upon a heath allures me, and the rivulet which {teals 
through fome unextenfive meadow, interefts me fufficiently without the noife of a watcr- 
fall. Lam however, impartial enough to do all juftice to the mountain views, and allow 
them, in refpeét to beauty, the prefercnée over the plains. The pulie of nature beats 
itronger here, every thing difcovers more life and energy, every thing more loudly and 
emphatically fpeaks an almighty Power at work. The ftream which, without knowing 
the path it muft purfue, meanders fowly through the plain, ruthes through the moun- 
tains and grows impetuous in its courfe ; the motion of the clouds, the :evolutions of 
the fky, and the peals of thunder are all more ftrong and animated. ‘The vallies in the 
fair feafon of the year, are filled with finer perfumes of flowers and herbs than thofe of 
the plains, whofe foil is not fo fit to preferve their radical moifture, and where their ex- 
‘nalations are diffipated more widely in the air. Nature here is more varied and infinitely 
more picture!que. Of her different fhades, an inhabitant of the plain can form no cony 
ception, but from the contraft, they all, even the fmalleft features of them, appear more 
¥3 S firiking 
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friking and engaging. Here at once nature prefents the peculiarities of everf-feafon, 
and the moft different climates. As long as the fummer lafts, in the bottom of the val- 
ley the heat of Africa is felt; in the middle of the moutitain you enjoy the moderate 
temperature of fpring ; and the top reminds you of Siberia. And how various are the 
forms, chains and heaps of mountains and hilis | 

Man refembles his foil, unlefs education and focicty change him. The peafant of 
this country bears the ftamp of nature upon him. His movements are quick, like the 
flream in his wood ; he is boifterous in his paffions, like the atmofphere; he breathes 
{trong as the oak which fhades him; and is faithful, firm and true as the rock which 
bears his hut. The life and variety of the feenes which nature offers him, render his 
head richer in conceptions, and his heart warmer than it would be if he dwelt upon an 
uniform plain, and gave himfelf up to nature as he does here. His diftance from po- 
pulous places, and the fcattered fituation of the huts, which give him few opportunities 
for diftraction from his own concerns, preferve his manners pure, dilpofe him to reflee- 
tion, and make him more attentive to his own proper bufinefs. In his make, the ex. 
preffion of his countenance, his geftures and language, he has greatly the advantage of 
the Bavarian peafant. I regret inceffantly that my want of fufficient skill in the provin- 
cial dialect prevents my communing with thefe mountaineers, fo agreeably as I wifh to 
do. The unfpeakable opennefs of heart which they thew, their frequent inftances of 
good-will and affeGtion, together with the good humour and native pleafantry legible in 
their looks, endear them at firft fight to every friend of humanity. Many of them fill 
wear long beards, and thofe in the remoter parts show every body, even their princes, 
‘The difeafe of the throat is not uncommon with them, though it be not fo prevalent as 
fome travellers choofe to report it. In general they are a very handfome fet of people. 

‘The diminution made in the population and agriculture of thefe lands, by the emi. 
gration of the proteftants about fifty years ago, is not yet recovered. In this ma(ter- 
piece of bad government, the weaknels of a prince, and the felfifh treachery of a minif- 
ter, were beyond meafure confpicuous. I have read over the papers which give an acs 
count of this wonderful event, to my great edification. ‘Thofe are much deceived who 
afcribe the caufe of this extraordinary commotion to religious principles, propagated in 
thefe mountains at the time of the reformation. From the writings before me, it ap- 
pears that very few had any diftiné idea of the Augfburg or Helvetian confeffions of 
faith. Thefe may poffibly have contributed fomething ; but moft of thefe new protef- 
tants became fo through refledtion and difcourfes-among themfelves, the caufes of which 
were furnifhed by maxims fele&ted from catholic fermons and religious books, Had 
they been allowed unlimited freedom of religion in the country, they certainly would 
have founded an intire new fe€t, which would have had little refemblance to either 
Calvinifm or Lutheranifm, Moft of thofe who were heard judicially in their own de- 
fence, anfwered the queftion, “ Whether they would confefs to the Lutheran or the 
Catholic church ?” direétly, “ No, to neither of them. We believe, but not what our 
countrymen believe, but keep ourfelves merely to the feriptures.” Many circumftances, 
with which the reformers of the fixteenth century had no concern, occafioned a fort 
of rebellion of men’s underftandings. Peafants and mechanics became preachers in 
their own houfes, or under fome tree in a fequeftered place. In fhort, we muft do 
thefe people the honour to fay, they were almoft entirely their own teachers. It was 
when they were obliged to feek foreign protection from the oppreffion of their own 
lords, and enter into treaty with the King of Pruffia, that they declared themfelves of a 
fe€t, which, by the treaty of Weltphalia, was privileged in the empire, and they did it 
becaufe no other means could have fecured them from total oppreffion, 
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_ The,archbifhop of that time was a good man, who truly loved his fubje&ts, and did 
every thing poflible, according to his judgment, to guide them in the ftraight path to 
happinefs, He fent capuchins as miffionaries into the mountains, whofe capuchius and 
beards however could get no hold on men whofe underftandings were awakened. He 
prayed inceffantly for the converfion of his {trayed fheep, and {pared neither gold nor 
kind words to recover them back to heaven. ‘The lofs of fo many fouls was far more 
grievous to him than the departure of fo many poor from the culture of his lands, and 
the confequent diminution of his income. 

His chancellor, however, viewed things in a quite different light. He had calculated 
what benefits he could derive to himifelf by the emigration of fo many thoufand inhabi- 
tants, and the fale of fo many eftates. He made ule. of the weaknefs of his prince, on 
this moft plaufible occafion, to fill his own purfe. He reprefented to him how dange- 
rous it was for the fafety of his yet right-believing fubje€ts, to permit heretics to dwell 
among them. ‘Taking advantage of the following an{wer made by one of the adherents 
to the new doétrine to a neighbour, who had given him great provocation: “ Stay only 
till the King of Proffia’s fix thoufand men draw near; we fhall itrike all your heads off, , 
He is another kind of monarch than the archbifhop, and he is already on his match to. 
us, &c.” The patriotic chancellor difcovered high treafon, in a {peech which was only 
the expreffion of a rafh, unguarded moment of paffion. By a fingle word he became 
the aétual caufe of the retreat of about twenty-five thoufand men, by which he gained 
about fifty thoufand, and the archbifhop loft one hundred thoufand florins of his yearly 
income. The King of Pruffia fent two commiffaries here, who were ordered to protect 
the property of thofe who chofe to retire into his territories, and brought out of the 
country the greateft part of the gold which was got by the fale of the houles, properties, 
and goods of the refugees. ‘ 

‘There are {till over ail the mountains many adherents to the new doétrine. I made 
acquaintance with one, who is in every refpec too remarkable not to introduce him ta. 
you alfo. Some days ago I vifited with another gentleman the fheriff, or as he is termed 
here, the conftable of Werfen, a very polite and clear thinking man; for, in the motft 
remote parts of thefe mountains, the information of the people exceeded my expecta- 

_ tions. This excurfion gave me pleafure in every ftep. 

From the pafs of Lueg, where the great valley begins, the road runs for two miles into 
Werfen, through a narrow gully, between naked rocks, which in many places ftand like 
heaven’s high walls on each fide. ‘The feattered clumps of wood at the foot of this 
chain of mountains; the wild variety in the courfe of the river Saltz; the extraordinary 
incifions, formation, and complexion of the rocks; the marks of the former height of 
the river, viftble many fathoms above its prefent bed; the fingular {tation of the very 
few habitations ; and the ftriking difpofition of the whole, gives this otherwife folitary 
landfcape fufficient attraions to fix a traveller’s attention. ‘The caftle of Werfen ttands 
by the {pot of this name, where the valley begins to widen remarkably, upon a detached 
rack of a conical form, which rifes in the middle of the gully. On one fide of it there 
is fcarcely room for the road, and on the other, fearcely room for the river. The front 
of the caitle commands a profpeét over the wide part of the valley, which runs between 
hills, part of which are well cultivated, and part covered with rich woods; and from 
the back you fee the narrow deep glen, through which the traveller has come, the rocky 
points of which are fhiz.ing in the fun, while in the depth below perpetual darknefs fits 
encamped. In the cattle many prifoners are confined, who are fometimes obliged to 
work in chains. I was ftruck peculiarly with the form and countenance of a man, of 
whom I had already heard much reported, He has the figure of a handfome elderly 
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man, of fomething more than fixty years, who ftill preferves a fine ruddy complexion. 
His ftrong long beard, and beautiful black hair, are here and there mixed with grey 
very thinly fcattered. His carriage is as light, and he holds himfelf as ftraight as a 
youth in his full ftrength. His forehead, and the whole formation of his countenance 
is regulay, and his large blue {peaking eyes, mutt fix the attention of any one the leaft 
acquainted with mankind upon him. An inexpreffible ferenity of foul, and the pride in- 
teparable from a great character, are pictured in his countenance. { defired to hear 
hint tell his hiftory, and now give it you from his own words, as nearly as 1 can. 

“T have been now,” faid he, “twenty-four years a prifoner here. I ftill remember 
the emigration of the many thoufands of my countrymen, in which, though I was then 
but young, [took great concern. As I grew np, the memory of this event made the 
itrongeft impreffion on me. The joy with which fo many of my neighbours quitted 
their native country, to fhun any force on their confciences, and be unreftrained and 
free in their faith, had fomething great and affe&ting in it to me. This made the re- 
moni{trances of my friends and acquaintances, who did not agree in opinion with the 
capuchins, find’ an eafy accefs to my mind. I opened the Scriptures, compared the 
doétrine 1 met with there with the Pope’s, and formed my own religion, the principles 
of which I did not keep very fecret, becaufe I believed them true. As at that time the 
capuchins, who wandered about the whole country as miffionaries, had {pies every where, 
they could not fail but hear at laft of fome affertions which efcaped me in the heat of 
religious difputation, They inftantly purfued and perfecuted me wherever I was. At 
Jaft they came into my houfe, and infifted on a confeffion of my faith. I anfwered ac- 
cording to my conviction, and laid my doubts before them; however this did not fig- 
nify. “They conftantly went from the point; it was of no avail to interrogate them on 
matters of faith ; faith mutt be implicit, and I muft deliver a confeftion of faith. I told 
them it was utterly impoflible to believe what was contrary to the conviction of my 
mind; but all did not ferve. 

“When I faw that they could not convince me, and that they paid no regard to my 
internal conviction, I told them to leave me in peace, and ftaked my honour and my life 
to them that I would conceal my religious opinions, nor make any converts to them. 
This was in vain; every day they rudely broke into my houfe, and prefled me to a con- 
feflion of faith which belied my confcience. Sir, I did all that was peffible to obtain 
peace from them, but it was impoflible. One day, as I returned fatigued from the field, 
and was going to refrefh mylelf with fome provifion, the capuchins came again riotoufly 
into my houfe. I had for fome time before this refolved not to fay a word to them, 
except good day or good evening. As they began their old clamour again, 1 heard 
them a long time capac and quiet, and took my fare with better relifh the more 
they curfed me. Owever, as there appeared to be no end of it; I retired into a corner 
behind the oven, to let them rail as long as they pleafed. But even there I was not 
fecure; at lait [threw myfelf impatiently on the bed, and as one of them approached me 
even here, and dunned in my ears, | turned my back to him, but immediately there was 
another of them at the other fide, who made a ftill more horrid clack than his com- 
panion. At laft 1 became enraged, and told them I was mafter in my own houfe, and 
as they continued ftill to behave worfe and worfe, } fprung up, feized the Grit thing I 
could lay hold of, which I believe was a broom, and beat them out of my. houfe. I was 
now treated not only as an obdurate heretic, but asa blafphemer who had laid facrilegi- 
ous hands upon the holy priefts. They took me prifoner, and brought me here in 
chains. At firft I fuffered dreadfully. A hundred times I faid, if they would only con- 
wince me, 1 would confefs with heart and foul. But it was all to no purpofe. . They 
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endeavoured to force me to go into the church to confefs, to reveal my opinions on re. 
ligion, &c. I told them I could publifh nothing further of my religion, than that 1 did 
not believe what they believed. They either would or could. not convince me, and } 
then became impatient to go to the church, but they told me I could not be permitted, 
unlefs it was for the purpofe of changing my faith and confefling my errors. ~ The incef- 
fant importunity of the capuchins for a confeffion of faith from me was the moft infuf- 
ferable of all. All my folicitations to be indulged, and all remonftrances of the futility 
of a verbal confeffion unlefs the heart joined in it, were of no fervice. At laft I re- 
folved to behave like a mute and hold no more difcourfe with them ; which refolution, 
for eighteen whole years, I have hterally perfifted in; a few years ago they begun to 
treat me more kindly, and fince that time I have refumed my fpeech.” 

The conftable confirmed to us that this extraordinary man had not uttered a fyllable 
for eighteen whole years; and that during that time no one had ever feen a cloud upon 
his brow, or a feature of ill-humour in his countenance. Whatever was enjoined him 
to do, which did not concern religion, he complied with calmly and always chearfully. 
A flight cait of difdain of the people about him is all that has been remarked. When 
one confiders that his clearnefs of head, his open nature and good humour, mult very 
naturally and very ftrongly difpofe him to fociety and the communication of his fenti-. 
ments, his voluntary dumbnefs muft appear aftonifhing. By his good behaviour during 
his captivity, he has induced the prince, who is a great lover of toleration, to let his’ 
chains be taken off, and at the requeft of the conftable a confiderable addition has. been 
anade to his daily allowance. He has gained fo much confidence, that they have made 
him akind of fuperintendant over his fellow prifoners. He has often been fent entirely 
Joofe and free to work with them at places from whence it would have been eafy for him 
to have efcaped; but his character is a better fecurity for his perfon than the ftrongeft 
chains. He has procured to himfelf, without being fenfible of it himfelf, fo much refpeét 
from his brother captives, that with a fingle word he can keep them better in awe than the 
jailor with his ftaff. Nature has fecured to him a fuperiority over the multitude of man- 
kind, although fhe bred him in a cottage. His leifure hours are at prefent employed in 
teaching a young incendiary, who has lain for fome years in prifon, in chains, for wick-- 
edly fetting fire to his father’s houfe, to read and to write, without however inttilling into 
him any of his religious opinions. Thefe he preferves fo fecret at prefent, that I could: 
not with the molt confidential entreaties, and all my prayers and petitions, obtain any 
difclofure from him. All he anfwered was, ‘‘I do not believe what the capuchins be- 
lieve, and want nothing but a bible to lead a contented life.” Some years ago his wife 
was permitted to fee him; but, without fhewing the fmalleft defire to enjoy her, after 
fome warm and kind exhortations for her welfare, he difmiffed her. A bible, after 
which his foul thirfts fo ardently, they are backward to allow him, becaufe they are un- 
willing to add any more flame to his enthufiafm. All the Saltzburg ladies and gentle- 
men, in whofe company I had the honour of feeing him, difcovered the higheft refpect 
for him ; but they were all unanimous in declaring. that it had not been very political’ 
conduét to become a martyr for fo {mall a matter as was demanded of him. 

‘The country people here are uncommonly lively and gay. The young women of 
thefe fequeftcred corners of our continent all frefh as rofes, and lively as the roe, yet 
underftand the art of coquetry as well as our Parifian dames, only the allurements which 
they difplay for conque(t are more natural. ‘They know how to employ the ornamental 
parts of drefs to the beft advantage. If they are difpofed to make a lover happy, neither 
the fhame of an illegitimate birth, nor the fear of being obliged to maintain. a child, is 
of any canfideration. Cuftom fets them above the firlt, and the eafe of maintaining a 
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child makes them difregard the other. The punifhment which they incur for fuch a 
faux-pas is hardly worth mentioning. Murder of infants is extremely uncommon here; 
without conftraint, without referve, they all yield to the impulfes of nature. The young 
girls kifs and fhake hands, in the open church on Sundays, with thofe they love. On 
a nightly vifit, however, the lover is rather in a hard fituation ; for however unfriendly 
the weather may be, the window or door is not opened to him, until a certain watch- 
word is given, which confifts commonly of long rhymes, in which he is obliged to ex- 
prefs, in a my{terious manner, his fufferings and {mart. This cuftom is very old, and in 
many of the remote parts of the mountains facred and inviolable. Wor can the con- 
nection between the parties, however long or however clofe, enable them to difpenfe 
with it. A young peafant very feldom forfakes his girl, particularly when, after having 
two or three children by her, he can marry her, : 

The inhabitants of thefe mountains are fo contented with their ftate, that they con- 
fider their country as a kind of Paradife. Thofe who live in Dintner Valley, a tright- 
ful gap between naked rocks, through which the river Dintner runs, have a faying, 
«* When any one falls from heaven he muft fall into Dintner Valley.” = Which is 
as much as to fay this valley is the fecond heaven. For a long time I could not ex- 
plain why the good people entertained {uch a high opinion of a deep glen, where often 
for weeks together it {nows fo much that one can neither come out nor go in, and 
which forms fo ftriking a contraft with many neighbouring and very attracting diftricts. 
i confidered it at firft as irony, but I learnt at laft that it was meant entirely in carneft, 
and that the unlimited freedom which the inhabitants of this extraordinary Paradife en- 
joy, had given rife to this high hyperbole. They confift folely of fhepherds, ‘miners,. 
and iron melters, who are entirely free from taxes, and on account of their {mall pay- 
ments to the government and their remotenefs of fituation, are little taken notice of by 
their fuperiors. The taxes paid, in general, by the inhabitants of this country are very 
moderate, and the freedom from the extortions under which the reft of Germany groans, 
contributes, no doubt, greatly testhe good humour of the people. Til! within a thort 
time, eftates were taxed in proportion to their value, the beginning of this century, 
which, as you may fuppofe, bears no proportion to the prefent price of things. The 
attempt the prefent fovereign has been making to raife a more equitable tax, has occa- 
fioned fome murmur: there, however, he is not fo much to blame, as his income is 
proportionably much fmaller than that of the other German princes; and what he has 
done, has not only the fanction of the {tates of the country, but is guaranteed by them, 
fo that the people have no caufe to fear a farther rife; but what makes him unpopular, 
is his exceflive love of hunting, which has occafioned fome atts of oppreflive power, for 
which after all, his fervants and minifters may be more to blame than himfelf. In fe. 
veral parts of the country, the farmers are prohibited from driving their theep to certain 
paftures bordering upon woods, left the game in thefe fhould be deprived of fuftenance. 
‘Lhis, to a people who, as I told you before, make all the woollen cloth they wear from 
the fheerings of their own fheep, muft appear an intolerable hardfhip. Prohibitions of 
this kind muft alfo be attended with very bad effeéts of another fort. ‘Uhe peafants of 
this country are very averfe to all kinds of innovation; there have been inftances of 
their declaring fomewhat loudly, that they would put themielves on the fame footing 
swith the Swils; and yet when their prince dies of old age, they thew an uncommon af- 
fe€tion for him. O that princes knew how to fet a due value on the affeCtions of their 
fellow-creatares ! 

Many of the peafants of this country ftill wear long beards, and go with their heads 
uncovered, and their breafts open, at all times of the year. As they are extremely 
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hairy, and very much fun-burnt, this gives them a very formidable appearance at fome 
diflance, but whea you come near them, their friendly looks, and appearance of inte- 
grity, recommend them very ftrongly. ‘They are courageous and ftrong, and would no 
doubt make a ftout ftland in defence of their own country; but out of it, according to 
the report of the beft officers, they do not make good foldiers. Like all its inhabitants 
of mountains, they do not bear climate well. Befides this, the peculiarity of dict which 
they have been ufed to fron: their youth, and are obliged to give up in the field, makes 
them unfit for fervice. By good fortune their fovereign has little concern in keeping up 
the balance of Europe. In general, they are much more civil than the Swifs, and by 
no means fo thirfty of gain as thefe are, who, however hoftile they may be to paying 
taxes themfelves, never fail to lay ftrangers under very feverc ones. I have feveral 
times been fhewn my way, and received other {mall fervices from thefe people, without 
being able to make them take any thing for their trouble. — Fare ye well. 


LETYER XVI. 
Saltzburg.* 

IN Pilati’s Journey through different parts of Europe, I remember to have read an 
anecdote, intended to paint the intolerant fpirit of the Saltzburghers. — It is indecd very 
true, that perfons of all ranks are obliged to kneel down in the ftreets, when the hoft 
pafles by,.a ceremony made particularly diftreffing, by the peculiar brutality of the Sa- 
criltans of the place. I have likewile heard fome good hearted girls lament, with a 
moft ferious tone of compaflion, that fome friends of mine, who have been here a few 
days, are proteftants, Except however the kneeling to thy facrament, which every man 
may cafily prevent, as the bell is heard at a great diltance, 1 do not fee what a proteftant 
has to be apprehenfive of. There are many companies in every rank of life, into which 
a ftranger may be admitted, let his religion be what it will. Money and good words 
will procure you meat, in moft of the inns, on fait gays; and the people, who, cfpe- 
cially in fuch places, mimic the manners of their fuperiors, have loft much of the fero- 
cious and intolerant {pirit they had contracted under a bigoted prince. 

There is very good.company to be met with amongtt the nobility, particularly amongft 
the canons, feveral of whom are diftinguifhed for knowledge of various kinds. The 
prefent metropolitan, who is brother to the well known Count Firmian, the governor 
of Milan, is well acquainted with the beft Italian, French, German, and Englifh writers. 
He has almoft a compleat colle€tion of the latter in his well chofen library. He is a 
moft amiable man, and makes the beft ufe of his benefices, which bring him an income 
of 20,000 guilders, or 2coo poundsa year. The high fteward, who is another brother 
of the governor’s, is a great lover of painting, and a deep connoiffeur in it. His fine 
colleétion of the portraits of artifts, moft of which are painted by himfelf, is hardly in- 
ferior to that of Florence. ‘The fhock this gentleman lately felt from one of the fevereft 
afflictions which can {trike a father’s heart, has weakened the powers of his foul, and 
{pread a cloud over the not to be defcribed and almoft infantine goodnefs, that beams. 
upon his countenance. He had an eldeft fon, the hopes of the family, and a very pro- 
mifing young man, who was already dean of Paffau, and bade fair to be a bithop, if not 
archbithop of Saltzburg. His father made him a vifit, and took him out a hunting. 
‘They were on different fides of the hedge, when unluckily the father gave fire, and fhot 
the fon through the heart. As foon as he had done it, he fprung through the hedge 
‘like a madman, tore his hair, and watlowed in the fnow. ‘They were obliged to tear 
‘him away from the place by force. Count Woltfegg, another of the canons, has taken 
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a journey through France, purpofely with a view of becoming acquainted with our ma- 
nufadtures. ‘This gextleman is well known to our beft artifts, but his particular paffion- 
is botany, in’ which he is very excellent. “The groom of the ftole, Count Kuenburg, is 
avery fenfible man, extremely pleafant, witty, and fociable. His library, in the forma- 
tion of which he has not confulted the Index librorum probibiforum, contains all our beft 
authors. The B fhop of Chienfee, the Count of Tieb, and feveral more of the high no- 
bility are refpe€tanle, both on account of their knowledge and virtues. , The upper 
nobility of the place is made up chiefly of Auftrian families, who diltinguifh themfelves 
by their affability, their knowledge of the world, and their manners, from the ftupidly 
proud Bavarian and Suabian barons. On the other hand, the ieffer nobility, the fwarm 
of little court gentry, render themfelves ridiculous by their pitiable tuft after titles, and 
their wretched pride. You mutt here vifit about a hundred Gnadige herrn*, who live 
upon three or four hundred florinsa year, which they receive from the court, but whom 
you cannot offend more than by calling them plain Sir, or their wives plain Madam, A 
man who lives here mutt accuftom himfelf to put in Gnadige berrn at every third word, 
unlefs he choofes to pafs for ilbred, Such, however, is the aftonifhing poverty of this 
clafs of people, that you vifit feveral Gnadige herrn, who take up with houfekeepers 
places, or the office of filters in the hofpitals. ‘They all complain that the court doth 
not give them enough to live according to their rank; but unluckily, [have never been 
able to find out what their rank is. Moft of them have neither eftates nor money; but 
they would look upon it as a great degradation to fuffer their children to be brought up 
to any trade or bu‘inefs. The court is therefore compelled to make their appointments 
as fender as poffible, that it may be able to keep them from ftarving; though above 
two-thirds of them are fuperfluous fervants. ‘Their rank, therefore, feems to depend on. 
the pleafure of the court to feed a great number of ufelefs fervants, and on their impu- 
dent confidence in that pleafure. Once, however, give them their right titles, and you 
will find them the beft people in the world. - Many of them amufe themfelves with 
French and German literature, particularly with all that relates to the ftage. The rage 
for the theatre is as violent here as it is at Munich; and they look for the coming of a 
company of ftrollers, with as much eagernefs as the inhabitants of Siberia look for the 
return of {fpring. A French engineer, in the prince’s fervice, has built them a pretty 
theatre. It is adorned with columns, which fupport nothing but a black board before 
the curtain, with the arms of the prince onit. ° Upon the whole, knowledge feems to be 
more diffufed here than it is at Munich. Though the governor is an ecclefiaitic, there 
are not near fo many cloifters, in proportion to the fize of the two places, as in Bava- 
ria; and the ecclefiaftics of this place are very advantagcoufly diftinguifhed from the 
others, by good manners, humility, an endeavour to live up to their charaGler, and other 
virtues. Government is likewife much better underftood. here than it is. at Munich. 
‘foo much cannot be faid of the head of the prefent prince, but of his heart — 1 know 
nothing. He knows that he is not beloved by the Suitzburghers, and for that reafon 
negle€ts them, and fhuts himfelf up. 1 believe the complaints made of him to be muchi 
too violent. They accufe him of fending above 300,000 florins to his family at Vienna 
every year, and part of the flates of the city, that is, almoft ail the chapter of the cathe- 
dral, have brought actions again{t him, in the imperial court of Vienna, for taking the 
teady money out of the cheft, and filling it with paper, which they cannot change intd 
cath. I do not know how far the charge made by this-refpectable chapter may be well 
grounded; but itis certain, that he has difplayed an uncommon depth of acutenefe and 
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penetration, in his defence of himfelf. Several of the prefent canons were hoftile to him, 
from his firlt coming to the archbifhopric, which they had entertained hopes of themfelves, 
and which was procured for him by the Court of Vienna. Suppofing him, however, tu 
rob the country of part of its property, it is certain that he difpofes of the reft to the belt 
advantage. He has founded feveral good feminaries of education. He is not at all par- 
tial to his own order, as appears from his having taken away at a ftroke 100,4¢0 florins 
from the Auguftinian monks. One half of this he put in his own pocket, the other 
half he has given to the public. As in every thing elfe, fo alfo in his paffion for hunt- 
ing, the only paffion he has, he is extremely parfimonious. A batallion of the fine(t 
foldiers I have hitherto beheld, difciplincd in the Auftrian manner, and the officers of 
which are attached to him, fecures him from all accidents. ; 

Every thing here breathes the air of pleafure and joy. ‘They eat, drink, laugh, dance, 
fing, and gamble in the extreme; nor have I yet feen a place where you may have fo 
many different pleafures for fo little money. ‘They converfe here upon religious and 
political topics with a freedom that does honour to the place; and with regard to books, 
you may have almoft every thing which the German preffes produce, without. any 
reftraint. One of the reforts of pleafure is the garden of Hellbron, belonging to thz 
prince, which is about three miles off, and where they fell beer and wine. The mott 
remarkable thing, except fome very fine marble ftatues, isa very large park, in the midit 
of which is a hill, : 

The univerfity of this place is kept up by the congregation of Benediétines, who fup- 
ply it with profeffors, As having ftudied here is a kind of requifite for preferment to 
the fubjects of the Suabian prelates of the empire, it is a place of great refort for thefe 5 
but there are few ftudents befides thefe and the natives, though the chairs are filled with 
able men. ‘fhe funds of the univerfity are indeed too fmall to make it poffible for all 
the objects, which the. literature of the prefent day embraces, to be properly taken care 
of. They do not amount in all to above 5000 florins, or 500!. per annum. 

Ido not know what to fay about the national pride, for which thefe people are fo 
much cenfured. With regard to myfelf, I refpect whatever at all contributes to the 
happinefs of mankind, how {mall and infignificant foever it may appear. How wretched 
fhould we be if we were to be robbed of the pleafant play of our fancies! The inhabi- 
tants of this country are extremely angry if you call them Bavarians. I had conceived 
to myfelf, that as their country is within that circle, they were as true Bavarians as the 
‘Wirtembergers are Suabians ; but I was told that the comparifon with the Suabians did 
not hold, for that no particular part of Suabia is properly called Suabia; whereas the 
circle of Bavaria, taking its name from the dukedom which conttitutes the greateft part 
of it, might as well have been called the circle of Saltzburg. All I can make out 
clearly from this is that the Saltzburghers wiil have nothing to do with the Bavarians, 
whom they confider as infinitely inferior to them. Indeed it is true that there is a little 
more tafte, a little more /favsire vivre, and a little lefs bigotry in this place than in Ba- 
varia; but the rating themfelves fo exceflively high, and degrading the Bavarians be- 
Jow the rank of wild bealts, is undoubtedly owing to the good fairy Phantafy. At leaft 
the gentlemen and ladies ought to remember that if the horizon is a little clearer here ‘ 
at prefent than it is all around them, it is entirely owing to the prefent archbifhop, who, 
with his holy rod, has difpelled the magic darkne(s of fuperitition in his domains. A re. 
volution of the fame kind may raife the Bavarians much above what they now are in a 
fhort time. Indeed there are ftill fymptoms enough here of the darknefs which totally 
overfpread the place fifteen or twenty years ago. The prifons allotted to ecclefiattiss 
have in them a prieft, who, fome time fince, in order to imprefs his parifh with a greater 
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hatred of fin, and a greater fear of the devil, drefled up the {chool-malter of ihe place 
like Beelzebub, and in the midft of fervice called him up from a hiding-place he had 
provided for’ him, to bear witnefs to the truth. 

This country is fingularly interefting to a botanift, or mineralogift; but having the 
misfortune, unluckily, to be very little known, the difcovery of the treafures contained 
in it is referved for futurity, when either a man of genius fhall addict himfelf to thefe 
purfuits, or the fwarm of idle travellers who hover Sike cock-chafers alternately about 
the Appenines, the Alps, Etna, and the Pyreneans, fhali at length for once take their 
flight to thefe parts, and by their cry excite fome foreign genius to the tafk. The Zil- 
lerthal is particularly rich in different forts of variegated {tones, and in many parts of the 
hills you meet with very fearce European plants. In fine there is room for weaving 
many an hypothefis on the plants of the hills, on the work and production of the waters 
in them, and on the revolutions of nature that may ftill be expected. 

Before 1 difmifs you I muft give you fome account of a marquifate in the Holy Roman 
Empire, which hardly a geographer amongft us is acquainted with the exiftence of. It 
is the marquifate of Berchtoliracden, of which there is a fine view from the top of the 
Unterberge, which is its limit to the north. It confifts of a fmall narrow vale, encom- 
pafled around with rocks, and haidly contains three thoufand fouls. The place is bro- 
ken by fome lakes, and the lower part of the hills iscovered with deep woods. A few 
days ago, we had an excellent dinner in one of the large iflands of the lake, made up 
of fifth we had caught in it, fome exquifite venifon, and Tyrol wine.—Mark, that 
there is no deficiency of cooks in the moft diftant and fequeftered nooks of this country. 

The nature of this country being favourable neither to agriculture nor pafture, the 
inhabitants have given themfelves to works of art, which fail mankind in no part of the 
earth, and are mighty and powerful enough to turn the hardeft ftones into bread. Itis 
in thefe remote vallies that they make the greateft part of the toys with which Nurenberg 
and Augfburg carry on fo confiderable a trade. The horfes with {purs, little rafps, 
cuckows, wooden mannakins, rats, and mice, and all the play-things for little children; 
alfo the crucifixes, ftraw quadrille boxes, powder and pomatum boxes, and all the play- 
things for great children ; in a word, the greater part of the articles which go amongtt 
us under the name of German toys, come out of this gulph. Itis a pretty fight enough 
‘to behold two or three families gathered together in a hut, and to {ee the great plump 
hands of the farmers occupied in giving a finifh to the {malleft articles. There is occu- 
pation for the grey-headed, as well as for prattling infancy. ‘The very {mall price for 
which the makers part with thefe commodities, makes it impofible for them to accu» 
mulate riches ; but they have enough, and are happy with it. ‘Fhefe good people little 
think that their productions are brought to us, and that the Spaniards drive a very pro- 
fitable trade with them in both the Indies. A fmall part of thefe people alfo occupy 
themfelves in falt making; but as it muft all be carried through Bavaria, which abounds 
in the commodity, they part with it for a fong. In this article they fuffer much from a 
powerful neighbour on the Saltzburg fide ; for Saltzburg has extended its falt mines far 
beyond the limits that part the two countries; and though the marquis has made feveral 
remonitrances, no body has attended to his complaints. 

Befides this country, the marquis of Bertoch/ealden poffeffes fome eftates in Auftria 
and Bavaria; the value of which altogether may amount to about 60,000 guilders per 
annum; but the diffipation of former marquifles has occaficned the contraction of a 
Jarge debt. 

VoL. Vi. 3 LETTER 
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E LETTER XVII. 
: : Paffaite 

I SAILED hither from Saltzburg, on the Saltza and Inn, Water journfes have great 
allurements for me, from the variety of company one generally meets with in them. 
The veflel was very full as far as Burghaufen. Here a great part of my companions got 
out to go on a pilgrimage to the neighbouring Outingen. The pilgrims confifted of a 
great number of young perfons of both fexes, who feemed to have far other purpofes 
than thofe of expiating their old offences. As we fpent the night together at the inn at 
Burghaufen, I had opportunity enough to fee that there would be a great weight added 
to the former load. 

There ftill remained company enough on board for my entertainment. Tmet with ne 
great entertainment from fome Auftrian recruits, and forme ftudents who were going 
away for the vacation ; but a gnadige frau*, from Saltzburg, who was going to Vienna, 
with a view of getting into a cook’s or chambermaid’s place, which her rank did not 
fuffer her to accept of in her own country, made up to me, and was very good company. 
‘This good girl fo entirely won my heart by her ingenuity, her tafte, her good heart,-and 
her variety of knowledge, that I defired the would call upon me at Vienna, and let me 
know in what I could ferve her. A young woman, who leaves home for the firft time, 
mutt feel herfelf fadly diftreffed in the midft of a large city. 

We paffed the boundaries that part Auftria and Bavaria, The fmall part of Bavaria 
to our right, which has lately come into the poffeflion of the Auftrians, does not make 
more than thirty-eight German miles, and hardly contains fixty thoufand men. The re 
venue it furnihhes is about 18,000 rix-dollars, fo that it hardly feems worth the eighth 
part of the expence which Auftria has been at in the attempt to gain it. The views, hows 
ever, which this court had in this undertaking, are far more extenfive than was thought 
by the court of Verfailles, where the whole was confidered as a difpute about a nutiuell. 
This is not the firit time that the King of Pruflia has Been obliged to apprife our wile 
minifter of the confequences which the fteps of certain courts would draw after them, 
confequences which would otherwife certainly have been overlooked. When the Court 
of Auftria found the King of Pruffia as formidable an adverfary with his pen as with his. 
fword, and were compelled by the light given to Ruflia, to have recourfe to negociation,, 
they pretended that they wanted to make the Inn under Waffenburg the limit. betwixt. 
Bavaria and their dominions, and from thence to penetrate into Bohemia by the Her, 
the Danube, and the Upper Palatinate; and in return for this they propofed to cede 
fome of their pofleffions in Suabia, to the Court of Munich. Our minitter the Baron. 
de Breteuil would gladly have confented to this exchange; but the accurate knowledge 
which the King of Pruffia had of the advantages and fituation of thefe countries, enabled 

_him to open the eyes of our court and of Ruflia, He fhewed them that Auftrian Suabia 
could be no equivalent for a great part of Bavaria, becaufe the income which the Auf 
trian country yielded was already the higheft that could be got from it ;. whereas the 
jands in Bavaria, confidering the bad cultivation of them at that time, might eafily be 
made capable of producing much more than what they were eftimated at. He thewed 
them that Auftria would be a confiderable gainer by the exchange, which. would effectue 
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ally put it in pofleffion of Bavaria, by giving it the falt-pits at Reichefhall, and the trade 
for the Saltzburg falts; that by this means tt would not only poffefs itfelf of the remain- 
der of Bavaria, bet render Suabia, and a great part of Switzerland dependant on it for 
a very important commodity ; that Saltzburg and Paffau would, in fact, though not in 
appearance, become dependant on the Court of Vienna, and that finally the Palatinate, 
reftrained as it already is by the pofleffions of Aultria on all fides of it, would have no 
power at all, and be entirely unable to make any efforts whatever. 

Thefe reprefentations were attended with fuch effect, that the Emperor was obliged 
to put off the making bis German dominions fquare, to 2 more favourable opportenity. I 
am of opinion, however, that fooner or later Bavaria mutt bow to the Auftrian yoke, 
however reluétant it may be to the operation. As a citizen of the world, and a friend 
to mankind, who, when the tate of a large country is at flake, always confider more the 
advantage of my fellow cre:tures than any other circumftance whatever, ] wifh that this 
alteration may foon take p!ace. A much better government than they at prefent have, 
or are likely to poflefs whilit they remain a feparate people, would not put the Bavarians 
in poffeflion of the advanteges they may expect from the uniting with Auftria; the na- 
tural confequences of whic!: will be certain peace, a much more extenfive outlet for all 
thcix country produces, ana the enjoyment of many things which Providence has denied 
to them, but beltowed plentifully upon Auftria. Now, if you add to all thefe perma. 
nent and perpetual bleflings, the prefent good to be expoéted from the fyftem of govern- 
ment adopted bythe family which now fits on the Imperial throne, the well withers 
of Bavaria cannot help hoping to fee the pretenfions of that court enforced by a 
mightier arm. 

Paffau is a very miferable, and thofe parts only excepted which lie about the Danube, 
and near the refidence of the Prince, a very ill built town. It relies for fubfiftence on 
the court, (the income of which is eftimated at about 220,c00 florins, or 22,0001.) and 
on the canons, whofe benefices are fome of the fatteft in all Germany. A ftall here is 
fuppofed to be worth more than 3000 florins per annum ; whereas thofe of Saltzburg 
are not worth more that 26c0. But befides this, itis to be confidered that almoft every 
canon poffefles two, three, or four prebends, and is a member of one or more of the 
Chapters of Saltzburg, Augfburg, Ratifbon, and other places; fo that there are few 
canons in Germany whofe incomes are not more than 5000 florins per annum, The 
inhabitants of thefe feveral holy cities are all much alike, as drinking and wenching are 
their great occupations; and the poverty and good humour, which feldom forlake thofe 
who are thus addiéted, render them affable, obfequious, and humble. The cathedral is 
a fine Gothic building, which well deferves to be feen. The jurifdi€tion of the Bifhop, 
who is dependant only on the Pope, extends almoft to Vienna, but his authority in Auf 
tria is already very much limited. In time it will be confined to his own doors, as the 
Imperial Court (to judge by what it has already done on the fide of Venice) feems de- 
termined to render its territory as independent as may be, of all foreign fpiritual jurif- 
digtion. There are fine china manfactures and potteries in this country; the produce 
ef the former is carried as faras the Rhine. 

Some writers upon Switzerland have contended that the Danube rifes in this coun. 
try, and not in Swabia. Their principal reafon for faying fo is, that where the Inn 
joins the Danube at this place, the firlt of thefe two ftreams has a greater body of water 
than the other. Suppofe for a moment the faét to be true, ftill it would be a difpute of 
words; for who will refyfe the public the privilege of calling a river by whatever name 
it pleafes? Let it be called what it will at its fource, the river Brege in the Black Foreft, 
which when it meets the Danube is certainly much the largeft of the two, is neverthelefs 
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obliged to give up its name to it :—but the very plea on which the Swifs ground their 
pretenfions is only a deception. It is impoflible to take a very {mall part of any river 
from a given place for the full meafure of its greatnefs. The difference of foil in the 
bed, a ftronger flream, and a variety of other circumftances make the mafs of water in 
a river very different at different places. Here, when the Danube meets the Inn, the 
former is cramped up by hills ; whereas the other running free is of courfe much wider. 
But the Danube contains far more water upon equal ground, and far above Ratifbon, 
before it has received the great rivers Allmuh, Nob, Regen, and Zier, is already a much 
mightier river than the Inn, which does not gain a great deal by the acceffion of the very 
unfteady and irregular Saltza, betwixt Waffenburg and Infpruck. ‘Without doubt, 
therefore, Suabia has the hoaour of being the birth place of the mighty Danube, with 
which only the Volga among{t the European rivers can meafureitfelf. IF you come now 
to compare the whole courfe of the two rivers (which join here), from the fource to the 
place of meeting, the Inn, by reafon of its windings, certainly runs over more ground, 
but it is not to be compared with the Danube for width. ‘Till it comes under Chuff- 
ftein the Inn flows in a very narrow valley; whereas the Danube domineers over the 
whole plain of Suabia and Bavaria. The Iller and the Lech, by having run into the 
Danube during a long way, foon become as confiderable as the Inn is at Infpruck.. This: 
laft river being confined to a very narrow valley receives no nourifhment but from fmall 
ftreams ; whilit the Danube gathers all the fatnefs of one of the richeft lands poffible in. 
water, during a length of upwards of forty, and a breadth of twenty miles. 

The courfe I have hitherto purfued in my journey through Germany has carried me 
through three large plains refpectively watered by the Rhine, the Necker, and the Da- 
nube. ‘The firft of thefe is bounded by the Bogefian hills and the Black Forelt, which 
run parallel from north to fouth. By the Black Foreft it is covered from the cold eaft 
winds, and the different arms of thefe parallel hills likewife defend it from the ungen~ 
tle influences of the north, It enjoys an even and temperate climate, which allows the: 
vineyards to ripen admirably. ‘The plain of the Necker is of the fame temperature as 
this laft: But the immenfe plain of the Danube lies expofed to the blaft of every wind 
under heaven. ‘the greateft part of it is expofed to the north and north-eatt, as is vis 
fible by the courfe of the rivers Iller, Lech, and the Ifer. Here Father Bacchus’s power 
can avail nothing againft the fiercenefs of Boreas and the north. Many attempts have 
been made to plant vines on the Ifer and Danube below Ratifbon, but hitherto they have 
only produced grapes for eating; I believe that this whole tra€t of country is too full 
of wood and water for the vine to ripen init. But after all, what was Suabia and the coun- 
try about the Rhine in the times ot Tacitus? Little did the Romans think that the vine 
could grow in Germany. Did they not even doubt whether fruit could grow there ? 
And yet Suabia now produces lordly vines, which may difpute for excellence with the 
Falernian and all the Roman wines; and the ftill wilder Bavaria has plenty of good corn. 

The fact is, that the air of a country changes with the cultivation ; the drying up of 
marfhes renders it warmer. The evaporation, too, occafioned by numbers who live to- 
gether, may work on the air. No doubt but in time ftill more fuccefsful- experiments 
with the grape will be made in Bavaria. The flopes of the hills on the left fide of the 
Danube, betwixt this place and Ratifbon, promife a good place to plant the vine in, as 
they are well guarded from the noxious winds; and the wine which is aétually made in 
the country about Paffau, truly merits the name of wine. 

This large vale of the Danube, which at this place is covered to the right by the arm 
of Bavaria, and to the left by the Styrian hills, produces likewife the beft kind of corn, 
It would very eafily nourifh as many mcn again as it a€tually does, Corn is often fo 
. & cheap 
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cheap in Bavarla, as hardly to pay the farmer for the trouble of raifing it: one hundred 
and feventy pounds of rye are frequently fold-for about two florins. 

Navigation is by no means fo well underftood in this country as it is upon the upper 
Rhine; they do not yet underftand how to fail according to the direction of the river. 
Mott of the veffels which go by kere come from Ratifbon and Ulm: they are without 
decks or mafts ; they are built only of fir boards, and are fold again either at Vienna or 
clfewhere. The Emperor has promifed great rewards to fuch matters of veflels as will 
build their veflels ike thofe on the Rhine; but in this as in every thing elfe, it is 
difficult to make the mechanical part of the public tread the track they have not been 
accuftomed to. ‘ 

As the navigation of the upper parts of the river is not yet eftablifhed, there is often 
a want of horfes at particular ftages, fo that you are frequently obliged to hire horfes 
for the whole journey, though there are feveral places in which you might do very well 
without them. The veflels on the Rhine have the convenience of being able to go fome- 
times with two and fometimes with fix horfes, according as the wind and ftreams happen 
to be favourable. They are obliged for this to the conftant navigation of the river, which. 
enables the people who inhabit the {hore to have hackney horfes at fmall diftances from 
each other. Some of thefe obftacles will fall away of themfelves as foon as the com- 
merce of the country about the Danube grows more confiderable ;_ the largeft hip 
which goes from this place to Vienna carries 2000 quintals, which is about the load: 
of a two-ma(ted veffel. Farewell. 


LETTER XVHAC 
Lintzs 

Tt WATTED at Paffau for the veffel that goes every week from Ratifbon, and meant 
to have gone as far as Vienna in her; but the people ftopt fo often in the calmeft wea- 
ther, under pretence of fearing an approaching ftorm, that my patience was quite worn 
out. Icould very well fee that their true motive in ftopping thus often, was to get rid 
of fome of their contraband goods in the fmall places on the coaft. Befides this, my 
company had but fmallcharms for me; it confifted of a number of mechanics, who 
worked their paffage, and of farmers’ daughters who were going to Vienna for a fervice. 
Many of thefe were obvioufly with child, and feemed to have left their country in order 
to be delivered, with lefs fhame and expence, in the hofpital at Vienna. Auftria is ge- 
nerally fupplied. with a plentiful number of recruits of this kind from this fide. Such 
fociety not being at all to my mind, and on the other hand the city of Lintz,. with the 
country round, prefenting a fair profpect of amufement, I could not refilt the temptation 
of giving up a few days to. become better acquainted with it. 

At Engellhaftzell our baggage was fearched. Every thing was conducted in the beft 
order poifible, and with a great deal of gentlenefs; the putting the cuftom-houfe feals 
to the merchandize of our veffel took up a whole day. It is ftill a riddle to me how 
the ship’s company contrived to pafs their contraband commodities (of the exiflence of 
which J was well aflured); for the cuftom-houfe officers did not appear to me to be ofa 
fort to fuffer themfelves to be bribed: as for me, the fearchers directed their whole at. 
tention to my books; they took away from me Young’s Night Thoughts, which I had 
purchafed out of compaflion from a poor ftudent at Saltzburg, but fuffered Gibbon’s 
‘Works to pafs. You know the laft. The firft is an excellent chriftian,. but his invec- 
tive, not again{ft the catholics in general, but again{t thofe only who would not allow 
him to bury his child, has placed him amongft the Machiavels,Spinozas, and Bolingbrokes. 

Tow 
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How ridiculous a thing does every index expurgatoritis in the world appear, when one 
fees, as one often does, that the bare title often damns a book; and when one confi. 
ders, that no college of cenfors upon earth is equal to the tafk of reading over all the 
books that come out, fo as to be able to give timely orders for ftopping them on the 
frontiers of the country. Gibbon is a declared enemy to religion, and yet has been able 
to make his way into Auftria ! 

In truth this is the only weak part of the Imperial government. The prohibition of 
books only ferves to rife their price in the country. — In Switzerland as well as at In- 
fpruck, Saltfburg, and many other places, I was aflured that large quantities of forbidden 
books were every year introduced into Auftria from this-fide of the fron Officers 
of the firft rank, prefidents, and counfellors, take a fhare in this trade; nor has the pro. 
hibition any other effeét than niaking a Bailé’s Dictionary (for inftance) the true price 
of which is five guineas, fell at Vienna for roo thalers; and for this price you may have 
enough of them. No doubt the fame trade is carried on, from the Saxon and Silefian 
fides of the country. 

AAs foon as you fet your foot on Auftrian ground you begin to find that another fyftem 
of government prevails from what you have lately been accuftomed to fee. 

‘Lhe farmers’ houfes, their clothing, their tools, their agriculture, every thing about 
them is better than in Bavaria, Yefterday I faw fome farmers going to market in ca- 
lathes. They had all the appearance of rich Englifh, or North-Holland farmers, Their 
looks, their well fed horfes, and their whole apparatus, befpoke a degree of opulence, 
which their long, brown, but very neat coats, their large thoes without buckles, and 
their large fhoxt cut hats, did not feem to promife. ‘They call thefe farmers here, den 
ders, and their great numbers do the legiflature much credit. You meet, indeed, now 
and then with beggars, who folicit your compaffion for a bride or bridegroom juft mar. 
ried; but this is more a compliance with an old eftablithed cuftora of the couitry than 
a matter of neceflity. he large grey or black felt hats, as well as their whole clothing, 
make the farmer’s daughters look very handfome. 

Upper Auftria is thut out from the fructifying weft and fouth winds by large hills, 
and even the cleanfing north is forbid entrance by the Bohemian mountains, Only the 
ea{t has free entrance intoit; nor can a country that has fo much water be otherwife 
than very moift. The number of hills and woods too aré very unfavourable to agriculture, 
fo that the riches of the country confift chiefly in paftures, in falt, and apples, the quan. 
tity of which fupplies the want of wine. 

The fituation of Lintz, which is the capital of this country, is extremely beautiful. 
From Schlofsberg, which is on the welt fide of the city, you command a magnificent 
view of an immenfe plain to the right of the Danube. "This is terminated to the fouth 
by the lofty hills of Styria, whofe heads often top the clouds. The city, which is on 
this fide the Danube, rifes dire&tly over againft you, like a magnificent amphitheatre. 
The femicircle of beautiful high hills, by which it is encompaffed, extended to the Da- 
nube. The deep white ground of thefe hills is thick covered with villages and houfes, 
and amidft the hanging woods on the fide, there are fome caftles which make a very 
fine appearance. The majeftic Danube gives {till more grandeur, life, and variety to 
this beautiful profpec. 

‘The city is very handfome. It is builtalmoft entirely of freeftone. ‘There is fo much 
induftry, happinefs, and profperity, among the eleven thoufand inhabitants who dwell in 
it, as to make the Bavarian cities appear like fo many poor-houfes, in comparifon of it. 
‘There are feveral confiderable manufactures here, and the trade of the city is very exten= 
five. There is very good company to be met with amongft the numerous and polithed 
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nobility, the officers who are conflantly quartered here, and the feveral profeffors of the 
place. ‘The city is open on all fides, and the town and country feem fo-united, that, if 
my [pint of knight errantry would allow it, I would pitch my tent,and lay up my trae 
velling itaff here. ‘Phe nobility of the place chiefly confifts of families, whofe incomes 
are too fmall to allow of their living creditably at Vienna. One advantage, which arifes 
from this is, that they abate much of the Aauteur, which renders the converfation of the 
Upper German noblity in general fo unbearable. 

Th. young women of this place have much better manners, more reading, and are in 
all refpects better qualified to appear with advantage in focicty than the Bavarian dames; 
but they lote in body what they gain in mind. Their general want of colour, and their 
faded looks, in which are fo flrong a contraft to the animated onen countenances of the 
ethers, are commonly attributed to the waters, and damp of the place; but I am of 
cpinion that the evil ties clfewhere. A large garrifon feldom contributes to the health 
of young wornen. ‘Che drefs of the women of the lower rank is the handfomeft I have 
everfeen, Their conftitutions feem tp be very warm, which explains the fhrivelled tate 
of their bodies. 

‘the treatment of ftrangers here does not correfpond with the foftnefs and gentlenefs 
of manner which the Auftrian government affumes in every thing eife. We were car- 
ried like prifoners from the veflel to the guard-room, where I was obliged to wait above 
half an hour, in a ftinking room, before the officer, who had the appearance of an in- 
quifitor, had examined the feveral mechanics, and was at leifure to expedite my pati. 
port, This gentleman feemed to me to have it much more at heart to make recruits, 
than to recommend himfelf to his fuperiors by his good treatment of ftrangers. 

Happening to have left my tobaceo-box on board, I took a walk in fearch of it, 
through a very pleafant country, to the place where I knew the veel mutt ttop. I 
arrived juft as fome lower officers, with very fierce and furly countenances, were got om 
board, once more to vifit the mechanics, who imagined they had deen difpatched at 
Lintz. ‘They took away two Bohémians, under the pretence that the natives were not 
allowed to go from one province to another without a fpecial permiffion. ‘The men 
were indeed foon releafed on fhewing their paffes, but in the interval the veffel had 
failed, and the men*were obliged to walk feveral miles before they could come up with 
itagain. ‘Lhe object of the foldiers was certainly to oblige thefe good people, by their 
delay, to enlif&. A traveller in France, be‘his rank what it may, has no impediments 
of this kind to apprehend. As foon as his pafs is fealed, and his trunk fearched, nothing 
more can ftop him, I was ftanding this morning on the banks of the river, to fee them 
unload a veffel from Ulm, on board which I mean to take my paflage to.morrow. 
Amongtt the paflengers were two of our countrymen, the one an elderly man, who was 
going to Vienna to get his bread as a language matter; the other a friar. A fer- 
jeant, with his bayonet fixed, afked them for their pafs, which he tore out of their 
nands, with a ferocity I was not at all furprifed at, becaufe I knew it was natural. to him.. 
‘The language mafter was offended at it, and muftered all his German together, in order 
to make the foldier fenfible of his importance. Though the ferjeant could not make a 
word out of what the poor Frenchman would have faid, yet the vivacity of the manner 
having made him conjecture it muft be fomething not fufliciently refpectful, he gave the 
other a punch in the ribs with the bayonet. On this, the Frenchman. appealed to the: 
ipectators, and told them, that people were not thus treated in his country ; but the 
only anfwer he got for this remonftrance, was from one of the mob, who advifed him, 
if that was the cafe, in future to flay at home. Such treatment does not prepoflels a. 
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ilranger, who happens to have no opportunity of feeing better company, with a very 
“favourable cpinion of the country. 

Remoni{irances in general are but ill received here. The omnipotent ftick is ever 
ready to anfwer interrogatories ; and a man foon perceives, in every occurrence, that 
he is come into a military government, the foundation of which is abolute fubordination. 
li is truc, that perfons of a certain rank are not expofed to this; but what then? Ie 
appears to me, that whatever be the condition, or ftation, man owes to man good wii! 
and civility. Amongft us the leaft foldier is open to remonttrance, and anfwers it as 
well as he is able. Every body feems eager to fhew the ftranger that they take intereft 
in his fate, that they are glad to fee him in their country, and that they have a pride in 
giving him as good an opinion of them as poffible. The reafon why we were treated with 
more civility at Engelhaftzel, is, becaufe it is a frontier town, and there are no troops 
quartered there, on account of the fear there is of defertion ; fo the civil officers are 
obliged to give good words: but here, when the air refounds with the {trokes of the 
corporal’s ftick, every look of the loweft fervant muft be confidered as a command.— 
Brother, in what regards politenefs and humanity, a Frenchman has a right to be proud. 
‘This is no prejudice. In the other nations of Europe, civility is confined within the 
very fmall circle of the higher orders ; but we muft do our common people the honour 
to allow that it is by no means fo with us. As for the boafted freedom of {peech of 
fome of our neighbours, it is often no more than a ferocity, and wildnefs of manner, 
produced by a very bad education. 

Our boat was built after the model of Noah’s ark; it had no windows to it, was 
decked all over, and the men, beafts, merchandize, and vermin, were packed up toge- 
ther in it without any diftinction. The quarterdétk fupplied the place of a cabin. 

A high pile of chefts of fugar formed the inner wall of this, and on one fide of it 
there was a little opening left, which they called a window, but through which there 
hardly came light enough to fhew that it was day. _, There was another opening made 
on the fide of the foredeck length-ways, about the middle of the veffel, not large enough 
to let a dove fly in with an olive branch. Through this, with very imminent danger of 
life, we were obliged to do our neceflities. 

As there was no outlet to thefe c/oacs, nor any cabin boys on board to clean them, you 
may conceive what balfamic exhalations every now and then filled the boat, efpecially 
as it happened to be uncommonly full of paffengers. I lay for the greateft part of the 
time ftreiched out on the roof of this ark, but was forced to cling very clofe to the edge 
of it, that ] might not be plunged into the water, by the leaft motion arifing from the 
change of the rudder, or by running on ground. It is, I affure you, no fmall exercife 
to fecure the feet properly in thefe expeditions. The beautiful profpeé I enjoyed made 
the journey tolerable. From Paffau hither, the banks of the Danube are covered with 
the hills which furround the plains of Auftria. Thefe hills ftand in general fo near 
each other, that it is only in a very few places that you can call the fpace between them 
a plain; in many places they hang over the river like broken walls. Notwithftanding 
this, the fhores are well inhabited and wonderfully cultivated. It is true, that between 
Lintz and this place, which are diftant from each other twenty-eight German miles, 
you meet with no great cities, but there are many fmall ones, and a great number of 
villages and meadows, all which thew that the inhabitants are much at their eafe. 

What afforded me the greateft pleafure was the winding of the river; fometimes we 
coalted along vailies encompaffed with hills, the flopes of which were gentle enough to 
admit of cultivation to the very top. The fore-ground of the beautiful peripective ex- 
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hibited cither a well cultivated village or a large meadow, the white of which contrafted 
fingularly with the dark groves of the broken mountain behind. And now the boat comes, 
nearer and nearer to this place, which fhuts in the whole profpect, and feems to fwimn 
upon the water; now we are only a hundred paces diftant from it, without being able 
to difcover on what fide the ftream will wind out of the vale. We fear to run aground 
on the walls of a town, or to put into the ftrects of a villace, when at once a profpect 
of a quite different kind opens to our right; the river turns by a fharp corner out of 
the clear v@le, into a narrow, wild, obfcure glen. This is like being carried at once 
out of mid-day into the darkeft night; for the"perpendicular high hills and Zroves on 
each fide do not fuffer the day to break through. But the back-ground is covered b 
a thick darknefs, which hardly allows of diftinguifhing the tops of the high hills from 
the deep blue of the fky. The fore ground is filled with a dark grey, which agrees 
wonderfully with the colour and figure of the hills and woods. No noife breaks the 
ftillnefs which reigns in this folitary vale, fave the far-founding ftroke of a wood-cutter in 
a neighbouring wooed, or the fong,of fome bird. And now we are approaching the end 
of this frightlul profpeét, and exped to be reftored to day through fome fubterraneous 
patlage, but the fcenery grows darker and darker, and the way we are to get out appears 
more and more a riddle to us: with anxious looks we feek for an opening in the rocks, 
by which we are imprifoned on all fides ;—when lo! as if by a {troke of a fairy’s wand, 
there opens a chearful landfcape on the left, to the fight of which we are introduced 
through a narrow gulph. Our ravifhed eyes now wander over the beautiful hills, the 
various woods, the numberlefs villages, the caftles and country houfes, the vineyards and 
¢ganlens, which during a long traét are reflected by the river. In this manner the prof- 
pect is always changing, the variety being fuch as leaves you more to expect in every 
change, and always gives more than it had promifed. ; 
I had two adventures on board of this conveyance, which turned out like the famous 
wind-mill bufinefs of the renowned Don Quixote. 1 am almott afhamed to give an ac- 
count of them. In my way hem, through Ulm and the other cities, I had heard fo 
much of the danger of pafling the fall and whirlpool of the Danube, that I had thought 
of throwing you and Nannette into no fmall terrors, by the defeription of the perils I 
had undergone. But you may now be at reft, my dear children, though I fhould have 
this Scylla and Charibdis to encounter a hundred times. ‘The fall is a {pot in which the 
yivers having been confined for a time betwixt two high hills, breaks with an impetuous 
noile over a wall of rocks, which meet it dircétly in its courfe. This founds very terri- 
ble; but towards the right fide of the river, the fream has worn thefe rocks fo much, 
that even at this time, when the water is lower than ever it was known to be in the me- 
mory of man, the largeft veffel may fail over, without being expofed to any danger. 
Pofhibly, fome hundred years ago, there might have been fome rifk, and this may have 
made this place fo famous in all the fouthern parts of Germany, and in all the relations 
of voyege writers and geographers; but at prefent there is 4 great nowe about nothing, 
end the inccflant flowing of the ftream will foon do away even the name of this frightful 
place. The country about the fall is wild and romantic + egree. A broken rock, 
in appearance like a fquare tower, ftands about twenty pa the fhore, in the midf 
ef the roaring flood. The common paflage js betwixt this and the fhore. ‘They 
have erected a crofs on this natural calile, to which the travellers addref3 their prayers : 
it makes a very picturefque appearance amidit the wild briars that furround it. Upcn 
the whole, | was much more amufed with the beautics of the country, than frightened 
with the danger of the place. 
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We left the whirlpool *, which is met with foon after the fall, about twelve to fifteen 
paces on the right, without being affected by any of its undulations. Commonly there 
is room for more veffels than one to pafs betwixt it and the fhore, without any danger: 
fo that when the matter carries his paffengers through it, it is only done to imprefs them 
with needlefs terrors. When the water is deepelt and ftrongeft, it cannot fuck in a 
veffel carrying a moderate burthen; butis only dangerous to the fmall craft which obfti-. 
nately perfift in going through it. As far as! could fee, it is not above twenty feet in 
circumference. ‘lo fum up all, neithereof thefe places are as dangerous as many parts 
of the Mofelle, the Maefe, the Rhone, the Loire, and the Rhine, which yet are com- 
monly paffed by without any apprehenfions. 

A great variety of circumitances concur to excite an idea of danger in both thefe parts 
of the Danube. Low mechanics are fond of fpeaking of them, and magnifying the 
danger, that they may increafe their own importance in having gone through it. Others 
more fimple, who come to the place with ftrong conceits of what they are to meet with 
there, are fo ftruck with the wildnefs of the profpect, and the roaring of the water, that 
they begin to quake and tremble before they have feen any thing ;—But the mafters of 
veflels are thofe who molt effeGually keep up the impofition. ‘They make the paflages 
a pretence for raifing the price of the freight, and when you are paft them, the fteerf- 
man goes round with his hat in his hand to colle&t money from the paffengers, as a re- 
ward for having conducted them fafely through fuch perilous fpots. When our mafter 
(who yet very well knew how much it was for his intereft to keep up the credit of his 
inonfters) faw how little attention I paid to them, he affured me, in confidence, tha' 
curing the twenty years he had failed the Danube, he had not heard of a fingle acci- 
dent. ‘There is infinitely more danger from the many wooden bridges which the vef- 
fels muft neceflarily pa‘s through. The arches of thefe are, for the moft part, fo clofe 
to each other, that there is hardly room enough for a large veffel to pafs betwixt them. 
The common paflage-boat, which has travellers and valuable wares on board, has nothing 
to fear, both becaufe the fides of thefe veffels are foMigh, that they cannot eafily fhip 
water, and becaufe the people belonging to the veffel, and who are to anfwer for the 
goods, take care that they fhall not be expofed to danger; but from the inn. at Stein, 
where we {topped to take a view of the cloifter of Molk, and the country round about 
us, we faw thrée thips laden with wood fink under the bridge. The few failors yhich 
were on board jumped into a wherry, and endeavoured to take in as much of the wood, 
with which the Danube is covered on every part, as they could, The fides of thefe 
fhips are hardly more than a few inches higher than the furface of the river, and the 
leaft joftle they meet with makes them fhip water enough to fink them. 

The gatherers of wood are miferable people, who can get nothing by any handicraft. 
Their wretched fhips are of no value, and in cafe of accidents, the men can always fave 
themfelves on board the fmall boats, which they have in tow for the purpofe. Moft of 
the mifcarriages are to be afcribed to their wantonnefs. 

Throughout the whole of this journey, we met with very good and very cheap inns. 
There are no men waiters in thefe parts, but their duty is done by young women, who 
feem ready for more fervices then cne. There reigns throughout an exceflive cleanli- 
nefs, and a high degree of eafe and profperity. 

Paris by no means {trikes the eye fo magnificently as Vienna does, when you approach 
the latter by the river. At a diftance of a few miles you firft difcover the high tower 
of St. Stephens, in a narrow vale, through which the ftream winds. The windings of 


* The German words are, Wirbel and Strindel, ‘They probably mean one and the fame thing. 
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the vale foon remove the tower from the eyes of the traveller, who fill looks eagerly for 
the place where the immenfe pyramid, now vanifhed, pointed out to him the habitation 
of the Czefars. Soon after, high hills covered with vineyards clofe up this vale, when t6 
the left there opens an immenfe plain, in which, by degrees, the traveller difcovers a 
part of the city: the right is covered with hills, partly wooded, and partly cultivated, 
which come down to the river. The magnificence of this beautiful fpot is much im- 
proved by the royal cloifter of Neuburg. At length you come to a ftrait rock, which 

~ hangs almott down upon the flood below. On the top of this there is a cloifler, and at 
the bottom the beauteous village of Rufdorff, which you almoft take for one of the fub- 
urbsof Vienna. When once you have pafled the rock, the capital occupies the whole 
horizon. Its feveral parts commend themfelves the more to the eye, from their being 
at great diftances from each other, and many of them fituated on high eminences. The 
number of large buildings, the noife that broke upon my ears from all fides, and the 
foreft, as it were, of houfes, made my heart beat, notwith{tanding all the pains I could 
take to think of Horace’s Ni/ Admirari. : 

* When we landed, my trunks underwent another fearch by the cuftom-houfe officers. 
This paffed over without any difagreeable circumftances, as they did not tuke the trou- 
ble to infpeét my pockets, which I had filled with forbidden books. The journey from 
Lintz hither lafted fix days, though it is commonly performed in two. ‘The reafon al- 
figned by the failors was the ufual one of contrary winds; but I knew the true caufe to 
be, the contraband goods they had on board. The journey from Ratifbon hither cofts 
two ducats; one of which pays your paflage, and the other your provifions, which con- 

*iift of frefh fifth, falt meat, and fome vegetables. When the weather is fine, you may 
fleep on board without inconvenience. Cheap however as this journey of fifty-fix Ger- 
man. miles feems to be at firft fight, I did not find my account in it; the frequent and 
long ftoppages of the fhip obliging me to live much on fhore, and to fpend my time and 
money at inns. 

The beft way, when you are gortunate enough to meet with company at Ulm or Ra- 
tifbon, is to purchafe a {mall decked veffel, which you may have for fixty or feventy 
guilders, and which will hold fifteen or fixteen people. The veffel may be fold again at 
Vienna, often with profit, and you perform your journey in four, five, or at moft fix 
days ; whereas a common veffel is fourteen, and often fixteen days in going the jour- 
ney> Three or four failors and a good fteerfman wil] think themfelves fufficiently paid 
for their trouble, if, when you come to your journey’s end, you give them the veffel. 


LETTER XIX. 


YOU have no ‘idea, dear brother, of the trouble I had to provide myfelf with a pro- 
per habitaticn. Iran about the city three whole days with my /aquais de place, before 
icould get houfed. It is not here as at Paris, where there is an office in every part of the 
city, giving an account of what hovfes or lodgings are to let, and for what price. Here 

_ every owner of a houfe puts up a bill before his door, ftating very circumftantially what 
rooms he hasempty. As the houfes confift of five or fix ftories, and each ftory has an 
owner, who may have a room or an apartment vacant, you often find the deors of the 
houfes plaftered all over with advertifements, and may be near half an hour reading, 
before you get the information you want to arrive at. 

The firft room 1 faw was up four pair of flairs. The looks of it did not difpleafe me; 
Dut as foon as I heard that the owner was a Gnadige Herr, faid in French to my laquais, 
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tation to underlet.”” The next houfe I went into, I mounted up fix pair of ftairs. 
When I was got tothe top, there came out of a lower apartment a littfe diminutive man 
in a night gown ; he had a pen fticking behind his ear, and was followed by a maid, 
who gave him the appellation of your honour. Only your honour, thought I to myfelf, 
this may do. I went into the rooms, and was half induced, by the pure air I breathed 
in thefe upper regions, to clofe the agreement, when it caine into my head to open a 
window, and look what fort of profpeét I fhould have. I could difcover nothing but 
roofs of houfesand chimneys, which entirey took away all view of the city. —** Away,” 
faid 1.—So we faw fix apartments that day, without finding any thing that would fui, 
Amongft other landlords, we came to an Excellence, or rather to a Magnificence (for 1 
had choice of titles) who lived in the back part of a ground floor, and with whom I did 
not choofe to partake of the foul-air he breathed. ‘The next day’s operation opened 
with a gnadige fraw. She recommended her fraeleii tochter to ne for fo many things, 
that it was impoffible to, thiuk of coming to an agreement with her. ‘ Look here,” 
fays fhe, “ my daughter herfelf will bying you your coffee in the morning ; if you choofé 
any tea in an afternoon, my daughter herfelf will wait upon you with it ; if you choofe 
to treat us now and then to a play, and are too late forgyour rraitéur, our cold fupper 
will be at your fervice, and fo on !”. Thou mutt know, it is not in Germany as with 
us at Paris; a woman of honour looks upon it as an affront to be offered to: be treated 
to a public place, by a perfon who is not a relation, or a particular friend. Here it is 
the cuftom to frank women wherever you go with them. | foon faw that the pretty 
girl’s fervices were included in the price of the room; fo-away I went again. .Having 
again tired myfelf with fearching this day, I began to think that I fhould not find what ~ 
1 wanted in the city itfelf, as all the lodgings which have any free air or profpect are in+ 
finitely dearer than at Paris. This cannot well be otherwife, as a third part of the inha- 
bitants dwell within the walls of the city, which do not comprehend above one fixth of 

‘the ground it ftands upon. As the fuburbs are at fome diftance from the city, their 
extenfivenefs makes it a defirable obje&t for. every onesto live nearer the centre of bufi- 
nefs, The.fuburbs of Paris are as well inhabited as the city itfelf. But at Vienna we 
meet with a great deal-of waite ground. Another reafon of the high price of the beft 
houfes in the city is, that the fecond ftory gf every houfe belongs to the court, and is 
tenanted by its fervants. You pay from fix to eight guilders (about eighteen fhillings) a 
month for one of the beft rooms in a good ftreet, and about three for one of the worft, 
In the fuburb of Mariahef, which is the moft wholefome fituation in the place, after 
fome trouble, I found a very handfome room, which commands a fine profpect, for 
three guilders a month. 

T cannot go from hence to town without a great deal of trouble. In Paris you are 
forced to walk up.to your ancles in mud ; here on the other hand, you cannot ftir out 
without being choaked with the duft. Vienna lies open to. the drying eait and north 
winds, but is proteéted by its neighbouring hills from the fouth and weft, which keeps 
Paris in almoft perpetual rains. “When it has rained here a whole night, all is dry again 
a few hours after fun-rife, and by noon the clouds of duft begin to rife. . Indeed, when 
it rains more than a day, the duft makes the mud exceedingly deep. When I would go 
to the town, f muft crofs the wide and naked plain which parts us, which-I amy obliged 
to do, with my handkerchief to my mouth, in order not to be choaked with duft. ‘The 
hackrey coaches of this place are always"in a trot or a gallop, and as the way to Shom- 
brun lies by my windows, it requires fome good luck, as well as fome care, to go through 
the clouds of duft, without being run over by a hackney coach, or without. running 
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In cafe of a fiege, the diftance betwixt the town and fuburbs would give the befiegers 
great advantages; but it is very,unlikely that fuch a circumftance fhould ever happen. 
‘Lhe Turks have been the only peeple in modern times, who could carry their wars to 
the pates of the capital, a thing which the King of Pruffia did not dare attempt, after the 
molt fuccefsful battle, At prefent the ftrength of the Imperial houfe is fo fuperior to 
that of the Porte, that I believe the prefent court keeps up the fortifications, only ‘with 
the view of keeping the city itfelfin fubjeGion. Another reafon indeed, may be affigned, 
which is the ruin that would fall upon feveral families; who fubfilt entirely by letting 
their hotues, if the value of them. was to fink one half, which it would certainly do, if 
the empty {pace before the city was to be built upon. As things now are, there are 
feveral habitations worth from 2 to 300,000 guilders, or from 20 to 30,000 pounds * per 
annum, which conftitutes the whole fortune of their poffeflors. Any man who is out of 
debt, and has a houle in this city, is accounted a rich man. The houfe of the book» 
feller Trattnem is an objectgf 30,090 guilders (or 3000l. a year) to him. The advan- 
taxes that would accrue, in point of health and convenience, by carrying the city on to 
tiie fuburbs, and by that means thinning the choaked up habitations, would not make 
amends for what thofe who have houfes muft unavoidably fuffer by the change. 

Within thefe few days I have begun my ufual circle in and about the city, 1n order to 
be able to form to myfelf an idea of its feparate parts. It takes up almoft two hours to 
go from the end of the-fuburb of Wieden to the end of the fuburb of Leopold, which 
is larger than the town, and parted from it only by a {mall arm of the Danube. The 
going from the fuburb Roffaw to the end of the fuburb Landftraffe, took me up’ about: 
another half hour. Vienna certainly ftands upon much more ground ‘than Paris does. 
It has twenty-fix fuburbs; but many parts of them are not built upon, and about a third’ 
of them is occupied by three or four hundred gardens, not above three or four of which: 
are worth feeing. The fuburbs beft inhabited are the Roflaw, the Jofephftadt, St. Ulrich, 
Mariahilp, a part of the Wieden, and the Leopoldftadt. The largeft of them all, after: 
the Leopoldftadt, is the Wieden, the inhabitants of which have a great refemblance to 
thofe of the fuburb St. Marcel at Paris. 

There are {carce eight buildings in the whole town which can be called beautiful or 
magnificent. ‘The moft diftinguifhed of thefe are the palace of Lichtenftein, the Em= 
peror’s library, and the chancery. ‘ 

‘The Emperor’s palace is ani old black building, that has neither beauty nor ftatelinefs.. 
It is a great mafs of ftone, which was built feven ftories high, in order to contain as 
many. inhabitants as poflible. There are hardly three fquares, or places here which 
m:k: any figure at all. The greateft thoroughfare is from the Emperor’s palace over 
the Coal-market, the Graben, the Stockameifenpla/s,. and through the Carnthnerftrafe.. 
In all thefe places, particularly in the narrow and irregular Stockameifénplaf:, the thoe- 
roughfare is as great, and the motion as lively, as in any ftreet of London or Paris. 
The ftream of this great concourfe reaches as far as Leopoldfgate, and throughout the: 
whole of the high {treet of the fuburb of Leopold. There are not more than eight 
buildings worth looking at in the fuburbs; and the tafte of the buildings about the gar 
dens, and the fummer-houfes, is miferable.. : 

According to the common report of thofe from whom one has a right to expec acs. 
curate accounts of their native country, the population of Vienna amounts to at-leaft a: 
million, Bufching, in his georaphy, will hardly allow it to. pafs two hundred thoufand.. 
In my opinion the public and the geographer are equally miftaken. In the laft year, 
which was not remarkably fatal, according to the bills of’ mortality, the number of the 
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dead amounted to ten thoufand, that is about half the number of thofe who die at Paris. 
Now if you make allowance for ftrangers, of whofe deaths you can have no accurate 
account, and multiply the fum by thirty-fix, you will have the true account of the po. 
ulation. 3 

r I was affured by a man of confequence, who was in the way of getting at good infor- 
mation, that a very little tine’ago, the population was eftimated at three hundred and 
eighty-five thoufand, ftrangers included. This reckoning will appear accurate; for we 
mutt confider that the air and water are much better here than they are at Paris, where 
the numbers are allowed to be feven hundred thoufand, of whom twenty-one thoufand 
die every year. Doubtlefs Vienna has as many inhabitants in it as Naples; and thofe 
two towns are the moft populous in the world, after Conftantinople, London, and Paris. 
Whoever is a little acquainted with other large cities will fee, in a moment, that Vienna 
mutt contain above two hundred thoufand people. 

Iam not yet fufficiefitly acquainted with the manners, quitoms, and amufements of 
the inhabitants of this place, to be able to give you any certain information about them. 
All I can fay is, that to judge by external appearances, the great appear uncommonly 
fond of magnificence. 1 was fhewn the Prince of Lichtenftein, mounted on a very fine 
horfe, and attended by at leaft eight perfons, fome of whom were dreffed like huffars, 
and feemed to be a kind of body guard. _ He is fuppofed to be like the Emperor, in 
manners, geftures, and face; and fome think that he attempts to copy him in externals. 
As to my part, Town that in the glimpfe I had of them both, I could not difcover the 
refemblance; and there is one thing in which they certainly differ, for the Emperor un- 
doabtedly does not like to go out with fo numerous a train of -followers. 1 faw him 
taking the air: he was in a cabriolet, and had a fingle footman behind him. He affects 
fimplicity and. popularity almoft in the extreme. 

In the fhort time I have been here, I have feen more fplendid equipages and horfes 
than there are in all Paris. Our fafhions prevail here univerfally. Dreffed dolls are 
regularly fent from Paris for the purpofe of teaching the women how to put on their 
gowns and drefs their heads. Even the men from time to time, get memoranda from 
Paris, and lay them before their taylors and hair-dreffers. { heard a lady telling another 
yefterday at the play, with an air of the profoundeft wifdom, that the Queen of France 
had worn the fame kind of head drefs as fhe had then on, four weeks ago at the theatre. 
All the women I have hitherto feen are painted up to the eyes and ears like the French 
ones. ‘The knowing ones tell you, that the eyes acquirea kind of fire by this means, 
which gives an inexpreflible animation to the whole look; but I believe I have often 
told you and Nannette, that I am barbarian enough to with to wipe away all the red off 
a lady’s cheeks with a wifp of-ftraw and coarfe fand, even though the eyes fhould lofe 
all their luftre by it. After all, the rouge of the ladies here, like that of our Parifian 
dames, feems to have become a neceflary evil, to hide the yellownefs of their fkin. 
J faw feveral of them who had every reafon to cry out, La verole mon Die, m’a rougé 
Sufqu aux os. 


' 


: LETTER XX. 
Vienna. 
OUR new philofophers are unanimous in declaring againft large focieties ; as for my 
own part, I take things as they are, and am contented with what I find, whenever an al- 
teration appears dangerous or impoffible. It is very true that when you look on the 
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made lefs without fhaking the whole flate, and rendering a large portion of the prefent 
inhabitants unhappy. 

Wherever there is much light, there will of courfe be a great deal of fhade. Take 
them all together, there is more good than bad amongft mankind ; though, therefore, 
you fhould allow the wickednefs of individuals to be more vifible in large cities, than it 
is in the {cattered cottages of the inhabitants of the foreft, mountain, or defert; it is 
plainly owing to the following reafons, viz. Becaufe the natural propenfitics of the two 
legged wild beafts have more opportunities of fhewing themfelves without difguife here ; 
becaufe we can fee the wickednefs of fo many that are drawn together, as it were to a 
point, and in cottages it efcapes us; becaufe this very contraft is rendered more ftriking 
from the attention which the police, who bas no power to reward the good, is compelled 
to pay to the punifhment of the wicked. Our philofophers, who declaim on this head, 
have more fpleen than good humour about them, and had rather fee black than white ; 
but the greatelt part of them are fo little in earneft in their declarations, that even the 
very ferious John James of Geneva preferred living at Paris, to living with thofe very Sa- 
voyards and inhabitants of the Valais, in whofe praifes he was fo full. 

It has been faid of London, that you may fee heaven and hell there at once. This,. 
with a little allowance for the difference, which the {trongly pronounced character of the 
Englifhman gives to all he does, istrue, I believe, of every large city in the world. But, 
on the other hand, the newfpapers, which are every day publithed in thefe cities, exhibit 
inftances of virtue in all ranks of life, which the half favage has no idea of. The good 
there is about man difcovers itfelf in great cities as much as the bad, and ought to be re- 
fpected by every true friend to humanity, in a much greater degree than the virtues of 
favage life, for as much as it is not the working of a fenfelefs inftinct, but the refult of 
a greater degree of knowledge and more lively feelings. Conceive to yourfelf the fub. 
lime anfwer of a mechanic of the fuburb St. Marcel at Paris, to a monk who comforted 
him on his death bed, by telling him that he mutt of courfe be glad to go out of this 
world of tribulation. ‘‘ Good father,” faid the dying man, “no fins moleft my con- 
fcience, my days have glided away foftly, and in uninterrupted pleafures, and the world 
has been no place of tribulation to me. I refign myfelf willingly to the appointment of 
Providence, and die without a figh ; but, had it pleafed the Creator to increafe the num. 
ber of my days, I truft that my trade: ”? Think of the young man who main. 
tained his family for fome time with his blood, which he fold to a furgeon, who wanted 
to make experiments with it. Recolleé& the young woman of St. Jaques at Paris, who 
ftood firm againit every offer of fedu@tion, and maintained herfelf, mother, and little fit. 
ters, by occupations fo laborious, that they deftroyed her beauty and impaired her con- 
ftitution. Thefe, and a thoufand more fuch cafes, which the hiftory of Paris furnithes 
us with, will teach you, that in large focieties men excel in virtue as much as they do in 
vice, and thatall the ftories of the natural place of man, and the advantages to be found 
init, for the parpofes of happinefs and virtue are, for the moft part, only the beauteous 
dream of ab.-ra€t reafoners. For my own part, brother, Phave found the man of the 
woods, whenever occafion was given for it, full as wicked as the inhabitants of the moft 
peopled towns and cities. ‘The propenfity, indeed, to opprefs and cheat his neighbour. 
cannot be fo vifibly difcovered in the former as it is in the latter, becaufe the neighbour 
and he do not often come into fuch ftrong collifion ; but when the latter is good, he is 
fo ina much higher degree than the half favage. 

It is faid, that certain modes of education, certain cuftoms, and a bad government, 
bow down to their yoke thofe who live with more fimplicity. But all the half favages 
we are acquainted with (and. as to the whole ones, we fhall know nothing certain of 
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them till the country beyond the moon thall be difcoveyed) are alfo under the influence of 
cuftom, education, and government. ‘On the other hand, it muft be obferved, that the 
inhabitant of numerous -focieties is-mere-eafily polifhed, and-when he grows wicked, 
more eafily converted than the half favage, who fets his life on his cuftoms and manners, 
Even at this time the moft enamoured partifans of the Swifs find only in fome fcattered 
parts of Savoy, the reliques of the manners they fo much admire, and thefe, they mutt 
confefs, will be done away in-the next generation ; whilft, on the other hand, the cor- 
ruption tobe found among the inhabitants of the Grifons, and fome of the Democratic 
Cantons, furpaffes every idea, which-a man not acquainted with the place can form of 
it, with this.additional caufe for defpair, that the evil is here remedilefs ; whereas..the 
inhabitants of Paris, London, and Vienna may grow better in fome generation. 

I found it.neceflary to make thefe introductory remarks, becaufe, though I was not 
capable to fay as much good of the people of Vienna at prefent.as I could with, I was 
willing you thould be convinced that I am in perfect friendfhip with them, and do not 
mean to.advile them to feparate and live behind the hedges like gypfies, ia order to 
make their fituation better; by approaching nearer tothe ftate of nature. In every-part 
of the world I meet men towards whom my heart warms, and have no neceflity, to 
wander with our knight errants among the vales of Piedmont, Savoy, and Switzerland, 
in order to find fellow-creatures to be proud of. Ido not know whether thefe gentle- 
men meet with what they are in fearch of, but itis certain that they all come back again... 
very foon. ; : 

What diftinguifhes the people of this place from the Parifians isa certain coarfe pride 
not to be defcribed, an infurmountabJe -heavinefs and ftupidity, and an unaccountable 
propenfity to guzzling. The hofpitality of the table, about which you have heard fo 
much, is only an effe&t of pride. During the four weeks I have been here, I have 
hardly .been able to dine above four times by myfelf. It is the cultom when a man is 
firft introduced into a new houfe, to fix a day in every week for him to be a regular 
gueft there. In the firft houfe [ dined, I conceived that"he people had a real pleafure 
in feeing me; but I had not fat long before I had invitations enough, from the company 
prefent only, to laft me a month. But when they afk you, they all do it with fuch faces 
which feem to fay, “Is not it true that we are far more hofpitable than your Parifian 
gentry ?”’ Sometimes they go ftill farther, and make themfelves very merry (that is, ac- 
cording to the Vienna mode of being merry) with our {paring niggardlinefs. It is cer- 
tainly true, that a man eats much better here than he does at Paris, dnd he certainly alfo 
eats a great deal more. At the common tables of the people of a middling rank ({uch as 
the lower fervants of the court, merchants, artiits, and the better kinds of mechanics) 
you commonly fee fix, eight, or even ten difhes, with two, three, or even four kinds of 
wine. ‘They commonly fit two hours at table, ‘and they took it as a very uncivil thing 
of me that I refufed to tate many difhes, though I was compelled to do fo, to fave my- 
felf an indigeftion. But, alas! fo foon as the body is fatisfied here, fo foon dues the mind 
long for the friendly dinzs and foupés of Paris, which you know are more intended for 
the fea{t of reafon, and the flow of foul, than the dainty purfuit of indigettious, choleras, 
and apoplexy. Here the only entertainment, mingled with the very ferious bufinefs 
going forward, are fome very bad low jokes. At the beft tables here, (I mean thole of 
the fecond order) you commonly meet a monk, but more commonly a player, whofe 
very refined wit enlivens the whole company. The monk is commonly feated by the 
lady of the houfe, whom he coquets with; the player is feated at the other end, and 
laughs at him till the whole route breaks-out into thouts of Jaughter, far above the ca- 
pacity of common lungs or ears either to join inor bear. When the converfation takes 
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efnore ferious turn, it is always about the theatre, which is the utmoft lengtlt to which 
-exiticifm or obfervation ever extend in this couritry; but the players are far from being 
the company here that they are at Paris. None‘of thofe with whom I am hitherto ac- 
quainted know their mother tongue. At Paris, undoubtedly, we fhould not admit into 
good company, men who neither-by their-wit or their manners can raife themfelves at 
-all above the lowelt of the vulgar. 

Upon the whole, you meet here with none of the brifknefs; the fpirited pleafure, the 
unconftrained fatisfaction, and the interefting curiofityabout what is going forwards, 
“shat you find at Paris even amongit the lowelt orders of fociety. No body here makes 
remarks upon the minifters or the court; no body entertains the company with the no- 
velty or anecdote of the day. You meet with numberlefs people of the middling ranks 
who have nothing to fay of their minifters, their generals, and philofophers, and who 
hardly know even their names. Nothing is taken care of but the animal part. They 
breakfalt till they dine, and they dine till they fup, with only the interval of, perhaps, a 
fhort walk and going to the play. If you go into a coftee-houfe, of which there are about 
feventy, or into a beer-houfe, which are the moft elegant and beft furnifhed of all the 
‘public houfes, (I faw one with red damafk tapeftry, pictures with gilt framies, looking- 
glaffes, clocks a-la-Grecque, and marble tables,) you will fee nothing but a perpetual 
motion of jaws. One thing you may reft affured of, that no one will come up to you or 
be troublefome with queftions ; no man there talks at all, except with his neighbour, 
and then he moft commonly whifpers. You would conceive you were in a Venetian 
coffee-houfe, where they all take one another for fpies. When I fay-all this I defire 
to be underftood as fpeaking of the middling ranks only, who in all countries are what 
properly may be called the people, for as to the people of rank, they, with a few fliades 
only of diflinction, are the fame throughout all Europe; and the loweft clafles hardly 
mix with fociety. No doubt, a gentleman introduced, as Dr. Moore happened to be, 
would meet with many an Afpafia capable of -being claffed in the fame line with her im: 
mortal prototype; (that is, the Vicious part of the character excepted ).an Afpafia whofé 
circles are conitantly filled by the wifeft philofophers, the deepeft ftatefmen, the greateft 
generals, the wileft, mildeft, and moft affable of princes; but it is not in aflemblies of this 
kind that the characters and manners of a nation are to be met with. 

The fociablenefs, good tafte, and polifhed manners, which render the prefent court fo 
remarkable, are a confequence of the travelled education of the prefent Emperor. His 
father, indeed, had relaxed fomething of the Sultan manner in his court; but Jofeph 
is the firlt of his houfe who has confidered himfelf as a man born for all mankind. 
Formerly one of the old nobility confidered it as a difgrace if a common citizen even 
did but look at him; and the leffer, or fecond order of noblefle, were excluded the court, 
as is the practice in Spain. There are inftances of perfons, eveh of the rank of field- 
marfhals, who could not gain admittance. ‘The whole train of fcience was banifaed un- 
der the notion cf pedantry, and the arts, ever taftclefs without it, were employed only 
to drefs up harlequins. ‘The Emperor Leopold, indeed, had fome tafte for mufic: but 
conceive to yeurfelf this prince (a cotemporary of Lewis XIV. at a time when the arts 
were in all their glory with us) with his imperial crown on his imperial fhoulders, look- 
ing out of his palace window to fee a fet of the loweft buffoons that ever difgraced a flage 
with their tricks, fing and dance in the court of the palace. Prince Eugene was the 
firft who introduced any thing of a tafte into the country ; the firft who gave a general 
love for French literature : he lived in the ftri€teft friendfhip with the wits and artifts of 
his day, and was the fame here for the arts, that he had been in. the imperial army, 
where he had had as much to encounter with from folly and fuperftiion, as from the 
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largelt hofts of the enemy. The monks, particularly ‘the jefuits, refifted his benign in. 
fluence as long as they-could. In Charles the VIth’s time-no kind of literatete was 
held in efteemy, except that which related to merchandize and.finance. A few days 
ago there fell into my hands.a book, which, without a doubt, is the beft publication of 
thofe dull times; it treats of finance, and though written in moft barbarous German, 
lays down the beft principles of this fcience. ‘Thefe, however, no king has followed-but 
the King of Pruffia, who hasavailed himfelf of them, to the no flight detriment of the 
country in which the book was written. ‘Phe author’s name was Schroeder; he was in 
the Emperor’s fervice.. Every thing, however, except finance, was in utter darknef, 
and even the fermons were farces. “fowards the end of the lait reign, things began to 
be upon a better footing ; but the Emprefs, who, with all her excellencies, has a weak 
fide, which is that of wanting to make all her fubjeéts angels, Tees every improvement 
that is propofed, only as it regards her religion; befides this, fhe has a little of the Spa. 
nifh etiquette left about her, and loves old enpolluted nobility. : 

Notwithftanding the care the Emprefs takes of the morality of her fubjeGs, .all the 
charities depend upon the court alone for their fupport. We meet here with’ no.curé 
of Si. Sulpice to raife 300,000 livres a year for the relief of the neceflitous. ‘The Arch- 
bifhop Migazzi is as bigotted and as dependant on the papal hierarchy asjpur Beaumont, 
but he gives no million of livres yearly out of his income to fecret diftref8; as the good 
- Archbifhop of Paris does. 1 queftion whether it would be poffible, upon ony eccafion, 
to get a colle€tion of 10,000 guilders from hence. ‘Fhough Vienna has feveral houfes 
in it with which the moft opulentin Paris cannot be compared, pride, gallantry, and dif- 
fipation, are all the feelings the people of this place are fufceptible of. . Though moft of 
the richeft people have been for years oppreffed with debts, they have not yet learned. 
to confine their expences, and-would think it a fhame to live within bounds. As to the 
middling orders, t ey live from hand to mouth, and are well fatisfied if they can make 
two ends of the year*meet. Ci conomy isa term entirely banithed from the place. Every 
thing {wills and lives for the pleafure of fenfeonly. © 
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LETTER XXI. 


. Viennas. 

THE police of this place is entirely taken up with the object of fuppreffing every. 
thing that indicates vigour and mamntly ftrength : that, however, is not the beft police, 
whofe only object is to make every member of fociety as fecure as poffible, but that 
which knows how to give the greateft fecurity to the whole, and at the fame time en- 
eroaches as little as poffible upon the freedom of individuals. It is certain, that by fet- 
ting watches about every citizen’s hdufe to take an account of what is going forward at 
his table and in his bed, and to follow the feveral members of his family wherever they. 
go, you may guard effectually againft diforder ; but who is there that exifls on earth, 
and loves the order that is kept up amongft galley-flaves ? 

The wife Creator, whofe government ought to be the model of every wife legiflature, 
left us that free will which we fo often abufe. He gave us ftrong incitements to good, 
without taking away the power of doing evil. . In this liberty, notwithftanding the mif. 
chiefs which arife from.it, confifts the true greatnefs of man. Religion teaches us, that 
in his own good time God will punifh the wicked and reward the good. ‘Without the 
freedom to do ill, we fhould have neither moral feelings nor moral happinels, and God 
would not be righteous towards us. 
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. ‘Weeannot followa better model of legiflation and police, than what is fet us by the 
Creator. A’sit is the bufinefy of -egiflation to punifh the wicked without partiality, and 
reward the good with a liberal hand; fo the police, which is fubordinate to it, ought to 
have no-other object than to give it the means of rewarding virtue and punifhing vice. 
‘Yo go farther than this, and endeavour to make moral evil phyfically impoffible, is an 
offence both againft God and man. ‘ 

Human juftice knows of no evils but thofe which fpring‘from offences which are hurt- 
ful to fociety ; fhe and her handmaid the police have no fight to turn a tribunal of jul- 
tice into a tribunal of confeffion, nor imperioufly to extend their power to the internal 
morals of a man. - Even if the generality of mankind had much more worth of charac- 
ter, and much greater moral feelings than they have, yet ought there not to be fuch 
an inquifition as fubfifts in this place, by the eftablifhment of the confiftoriai police and 
other courts. 

Probably Vienna is the only city in the world which has a court called a fpecial com- 
miffion. of chaftity. A few years ago the {pies of this extraordinary.tribunal uled to 
follow the young people into their houfes ; not only fo, they ufed to break into their bed- 
chambers and-vifit their beds in the middle of the night. The horror which this raifed 
in fociety was fo univerfal, that the Emperor found himfelf obliged to ufe all his influ- 
ence with his mother. (who promifed herfelf great things from thefe exertions) to obtain 
fome limitations of them. ‘Uhe fpies of the police were in contract with the whoges ; 
thefe ufed todecoy the young men.to their houfes, and when they were together betray 
them. ‘The young people had then nothing for it but to allow themfelves to be plun- 
dered, in order to avoid being carried before the conmmiffion of chaftity, and the fpies 
and the whores divided the booty between them. The evil is now in fome degree cor- 
reéted by the interpofition of the Emperor, but the public walk called the Prater is till 
furrounded by tenanted fpies, who trace the young men to trees and buthes, in order to 
prevent offences that are only poffible, and have not actually been given. . 

It is the opinion here, that*the beft way of preventing fornication and child-murder, 
and of increafing population, is to compel a man who has a child fworn to him to marry 
the woman immediately. 1 was told a curious ftory on this fubje&. A young man was 
fummoned before the confiftory, to niake anfwer to a young woman who claimed him 
for a hefband. As he was in the outer chamber waiting for her, he faw another poor 
young woman who was come there en a like errand. Having made himfelf acquainted 
with all the circumftances of her cafe, and finding that the fuppofed father of the child 
was fled, and not likely to appear, he offered her a good fum if fhe would take him in 
the ftead, and date her complaint prior to the time of that which he expected to be 
brought againft him. She promifed him that fhe would do fo, and he went to the judges 
full of confidence in the fucceis of his proje&t. The court having afked him whether he 
had flept with the perfon before him, and he having confeffed, he was told that he wasa 
father, and muft give the woman his hand. ‘To this he made anfwer that he had no 
objection, but that there was a perfon in the anti-chamber who had oider claims upon 
him. Upon her being called in, it appeared vifibly that fhe was farther gone than the 
other. ‘The firft plaintiff was therefore ordered to content herfelf with a fum of gold 
and go away. The young man now pleaded that he had compounded matters with the 
other Iady; but, to his inexpreffible aftonifhment, the denied it. ‘The judges thea 
-afked for witneffes, and he having none to produce, he was obliged to give his hand to 
one, whom he had feen a quarter of an hour before for the firft timein his life. 

I know feveral men who have been made hufbands of in this manner. “Their wives, 
fora time, drove on a general trade quietly with their cuftomers. When thefe began 
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to fail, they picked one out of the number, whom they thought would make a-geod huft 
band, and fummoned him before the court. ‘The proof of having flept together,.even: 
without any confequences having followed, was deemed fufficient to eftablifh a claim. 
Some of thefe very honourable pairs are known by the whole town. s 

1 know of another method to prevent whoring and child-murder, much more effectual 
than this is; but then unluckily it does not fo well anfwer the other objeé which thefe 
legiflators have in view, namely, the increafe of population. Shakefpeare is the author 
of the police I would’ propofe. Ido not remember in which of his plays itis that he 
makes a Vienna bawd fay, ‘If the police will effe€tually banith fornication, it fhould caf 
trate all the men.” 

Thefe marriages by compuifion are attended with very pernicious confequences, both 
to fociety and the fate. 1 do not kaow whether they prevent fornication, but it is cer- 
tain that they much increaie adultery. Truth, confidence, and love, the moft holy and 
moft ufeful bands of fociety, they entirely diflolve. ‘The man, who, from the circum- 
flance of his having been compelled to give her his hand, is obliged to confider. his wife 
asa whore, cannot be her true friend, cannot have that refpe@ for her which is abfo.. 
lutely requifite to make a happy marriage. It is, indeed, aftonifhing how indifferent the 
married people of this place are to each other. I know that this is tae cafe at Paris too; 
but there it arifes from the manners, and not from the government, as it does here. 
Nor, indeed, are conjugal love and fidelity fo extinct amongit perfons of the middling 
rank in focietyat Paris, as they feem to be in this place, I believe, too, that even population,. 
which this footifh law is intended to promote, {uffers confiderably by it; for it is an ob- 
fervation which has often been made, both by moralifts and phyficians, that, without 
love betwixt the parties, the marriage bed often proves barren. Moft of the pairs I am. 
acquainted with, who have been married by compulfion, are without children, and in 
general the marriage bed is not fruitful here.—‘he indifference of the parents for each 
other likewife extends to the children, amongft whom all the fine feelings of love and 
srjendfhip are flifled in early infancy. It is, no doubt, owing to. this want of the affec- 
tions of focial and domeltic life, that the people of this place have fo few moral feelings 
as they have. 

It is true, indeed, that every thing has its good as well as its weak fide. The confe- 
quence of this people’s want of fpirit is, that their vices are as few and as weak as their 
virtues. Nothing is heard here of the tragedies which are fo frequent at London, Rome, 
and Naples. Pick-pockets, cheats, bankrupts, thieves, fpendthrifts, pimps, and bawds, 
are the only criminals known in Vienna. ‘The Auftrian has not ftrength cf charaéter- 
enough to be a highwayman; and a Saxon gentleman, who has been fettled here fome 
years, and has travelled over the whole country, aflures me, that he does not remember 
to have heard of fuch a thing as a duel. I was witnefs to a feene yelterday which ftrongly 
marks the charaéter both of the people and the police of this place. A well drefled man 
had a quarrel with a hackney coachman about his fare. They foon came to high words. 
One of the fix hundred fpies, who are divided about different parts of the city, came up.. 
The gentleman grew warm and gave bad words, which the other returned with intereft. 
At length they fhook their fifts at each cther, but neither ventured to ftrike; for it 
{cems there is a law, by which, whoever ftrikes firft is punifhed, let the previous provc- 
cation have been what it will. Had either but touched the hat of the other, it would 
have been reckoned a blow, and he would have been immediately taken up by the watch. 
As it was, they parted, after affording a quarter of an hour’s laugh to the populace. 
The duration of thefe frays may be longer or fhorter, ad /ibitum ; but there are few ex- 
amples of their ever being carried farther than words. ; 
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The court has nothing to fear from a revolt. In the beginning of the laft century, 
indeed, the proteftants made a little flir; but all was foon quiet again. Indeed, the 
Viennois is too enervate for an infurreétion. On the other hand, he feels nothing of 
the warm glow which fills the breaft of a French or Englithman for the fucceffes of his 
country, ‘The feveral provinces of France have frequently made great prefents to their 
kings in time cf war, and we have often feen call Gtions made in coffee-houfes for build 
ing fhips of the line. Here there are very few, if any inftances of this kind. Subordi- 
nation is the only charadteriftic feature of this people; nor have I ever feen a {park here 
either of the Englithman’s love of liberty, or the Frenchman’s feeling for the honour of 
the grand monarch. ‘he pride even of the army is too perfonal, ever to admit of any 
fenfibility for the honour of the flate. ‘Fhe fongs of the French foldier are, as you weil 
know, poems which infpirit and lead him on to glory, by reminding him of what his 
anceftors have done and fufered for their country ; but here I feldom hear the foldier 
fing at all, and when he does, it is mere ribaldry. Not, however, that I doubt but that, 
in {pite of bad finging, an Au(trian army would put a French one to the route ; 
bur that is owing to. another caufe. I only difcufs this fubject e2 paffant, and fhall referve 
myfelf to fpeak more fully to it, when I come to Berlin. 

The individuals of a country which exi‘ls only by fubordination, will of courfe be wealk 
and feeble characters. It is true that the moft illimited obedience did Sparta no harm; 
but the reafon was, becaufe it was not the reigning feature of the people, but only a. 
means of fecuring the freedom after which the nation thirfed. The Britith laws are 
fome of them very fevere, and the difcipline of their navy as ftriG as that of the Praffian 
army ; but as thefe feveritics do not run through the whole of their government, they 
do not deftroy the feelings of the people. Though no nation has fo much checked the 
power of. their kings at different periods as the Britith has done, yet-the hiflory of no 
nation affords more inftances of the devotion of individuals to the fovereign. ‘The fame 
love which the Englifhman has for liberty extends to the perfon of the prince, when. 
ever the prince leaves the conftitution unimpaired and manifefts a love for it—The 
upthot is that the Briton will preferve ftrength of charaGer as long as the conititutica 
of his country lafts ; whereas the fubjects of defpotic princes will be weak and grovelling 
in fpirit. : 

The great, whofe firt paffion is the love of power, will of courfe confider ftrength of 
character in their fubjeéts or dependants, as a natural enemy. whom they mut feek to 
fubdue, Confequently their object will be to make the {tate to which they belong a ma- 
chine in the ftri€te(t fenfe of the word, a macbine of which their will is to be the only 
foul. Such machines at this day are even armies become, and it isa true remark, made 
by feveral writers both of thefe and other great machines of ftate, that the weaker every 
individual member is, the more durable and the ftronger the whole will be. I know it, £ 
eonfefs it 5 all I defire is not to be the member of fuch acorps. ‘Phe government of 
this place endeavours to make fome amends for the univerfal {ubjeCtion under which the 
people are,held, by a moft exact adminiftration of juflice, by taking mcaiures for uni- 
verfal fecurity, and by the free admiffion and encouragement of every pleafure (the fin 
gle one of lawlefs love alone excepted) that can delight the human mind. Whillt in 
France a country gentleman may be thrown in prifon by a governor of a province, and 
continue there all his life, the loweft foorman here is aflured of having the ftrictett juf- 
tice done him, if he has occafion to complain of his lord, even though he were the lord 
high chamberlain. The police is fo vigilant and acute, that the moft fubtle thefts are 
commonly difcovered, and the owner gets his goods azain, Almoft ail the Imperial 
houfesand gardens are almoft conltantly apen to the public. ‘The players are under Ne 
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peculiar proteétion of a court, who fhews in every thing, that the reftraint it lays the 
people under arifes more-from principle than the defire of tyrannizing over them. And 
yet, notwith{tanding all this pleafure, and all this fecurity, E had rather be expofed to a 
London footpad, or have the bottles and glafles whiftle round my head on the laft night 
of Vauxhall, than enjoy all the placid tranquillity of this place. “Thefe lat are diforders 
inceed, but they are diforders which are infeparable from a ftrong national character, 
fuch‘as is that of the people by whom they are commutted. : 





LETTER XXII 
; eee Vienna. 
AS foon as the Emperor governs this country al wolution will take place here, 
-that will render the prefent inhabitants a phoenomenon'to the next generation. He is 
a philofopher in the true fenfe of the word, although he does not, like Radolph the 
Second, gaze at the ftars with Tycho Brahe. He loves mankind, and is:acquainted 
with their value. I know no public infcription that does a prinéeymore honour, than 
that which is over the gate of the public garden here.“ A place oir or all ne, 
prepared for them by their friend.” Jofeph is a profefled admirer of all that is called 
priyate virtue (Jes vertus bourgeoifes), and his principles of government are as republican 
as thofe of molt of the ftates who at this day call themfelyes republics, « Hitherto, hows 
ever, the different way of thinking of his mother has prevented much of his theory from 
being carried*into practice. ‘ ; ae eke 
The bright fides of this Fimprefs’s character are fo ftriking, that one can hardly ob« 
ferve the i In private life, indeed, fuch fmall {pots would appear not only 









venial; but in f degree refpectable ; but it is the misfortune of greatnefs, that the 
fmalleft weaknels of the governor has often a fenfible influence on the happinefs of the 
governed, fo that the lealt perfonal vices are often the greateft political defects. 
Whoever fees the Emprefs now, difcovers that fhe has been a beauty. Within thefe 
few years fhe has begun to be fubject to fome of the infirmities of advancing age ; but 
the belt judges ftill difcern'a {trong conftitution and lively temperament in her. I faw 
her for the firft time in the ac of the Auguttine Friars, where the was attending a 
religious ceremony, and immediately recognized her, not fo much by her likenefs to her 
pictures (from the truth of which age has of courfe taken a great deal,)-as by the air of - 
majelty which “trikes every one who has the honour to approach her. _ She, has the 
ftrongeft paffions, but*has never been fubdued to the leaft unworthinels,. by thofe to 
which nature in general the moft inclines, and which her conftitation the more partica- 
larly expofes her to. Pofibly the is an only, mo/ft certainly a fingular inftance of a prin. 
cefs, over whom religion and honour have had more influence than the demands of an 
impetuous conftitution, and the allurements of unlimited power. This probably arofe 
from her having herfelf chofen her hifband, who was the man of his day molt likely 
to fecure the affections of a woman. ‘To him the was paffionately devoted; buther af- . 
feGtions never wandered a ftep beyond the bounds of the ftri@teft decorum. Vainily has 
feandal endeavoured to find out anecdotes to feed_on in her life. Ten well made ftrong 
children yet living are 6 many witneffes that her hufband poffeffed all her love. At his 
death, fhe forbad herfelf all farther thoughts of the paflion, and made a vow to lament 
him for ever; a vow to which fhe has religioufly adhered. She is always dreffed in 
black, and° wears no ornament of any kind. Who, that is acquainted with the hiftory 
of Elifabeth, K-——, and {@ many other fovereigns, can help being aftonifhed when they _ 
read this? : 
Her 
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Her warm love, however, made her hufband pafs many a weary hour. It was im- 
poflible ‘or jealoufy not to have great power over a heart, the violence of whofe motions 
was only kept in by a fenfe of religion. It is not-very certain whether the had ever real 
grounds for fulpicion 3. but every body at Vienna remembers that a certain lady was 
obliged to leave it, becaufe the Emperor, who was very courteous towards every body, 
but particularly fo to the ladies, had made her fome common place, unmeaning com- 
pliments. 5 

‘The Emprefs’s benevolence, of which religion is the principle, approaches almoft to 
profufion. She refufes relief to none of thofe who ftand in need of her aflitance; and 
the meaneft of her fubjects finds the way to make his diftrefles known to her. Her 
fteward has hardly any thing to lay before her, but accounts of charities. Her liberality 
particularly fhews itfelf towards widows, efpecially fuch as are of high birth. Many 
perfons, among{t whom are widows of minilters of ftate, receive penfions of 6000 guil- 
ders (300l.) from her, Her partiality to high birth makes her defirous that every per- 
fon fhould live up to hisor her rank, " With refpeét to the public foundations of charity, 
the behaves as an Emprefs fhould do. ‘The library, fchools, hofpitals, and poor-houtes,. 
coft her immerfe fums. I am affured, that the debts fhe has contracted by this liberality 
amount to upwards of twenty millions of guilders; and one of my friends informed me, 
that fhe gives away three millions per annum in private charity. 

Who now would imagine that, under fo worthy a charaéter, merit often flarves, whillt 
large fums are lavifhed upon the worthlefs? Who would imagine, that the prejudices: 
of religion could have fo far gotten the better of her naturab difpofition, as to make her 
refufe eflifling an officer who had been crippled in her fervice, unlefs he embraced the 
Roman Catholic religion? After feveral converfations with the prieft fent to him by the 
Emprefs, this gentleman plainly perceived that he muft turn fcoundrel, to be relieved. 
He determined therefore to quit Vienna; which he did, and went to Holland, where he: 
died a general officer. Since the prefent Emperor has begun to have any influence in 
bufinefs, merit has no longer any {uch oppreffion to fear, but it mutt {till make ufe of 
ull its weight to break through this fpecies of obftacles, which however at all times are 
more the work of the priefts than of the Emprefs. 

Her impetuous temper often breaks out into grofs guts of paffion and anger; buts: 
foon as the ftorm is pait, fhe endeavours to make amends for the mifchief or injury fhe 
may have done whillt it raged. I was told an anecdote, which if not entirely true, yet 
gives a great infight into this part of her charaéter. An officer, who had a favour to. 
afk, had his name written down in the lift of thofe who wanted audiences. He waited. 
a long time, till his turn (which is religioufly obferved) came to be introduced. At 
length he was called in, but he had hardly made his obedience to the Emprefs, according 
to the Spanith etiquette, when fhe broke out into fuch a ftorm of opprobious abufe, as. 
almoft made him fink to the ground. Her vivacity made her eyes roll with fire, and 
the motion of her arms was rendered fo quick by it, that the man was afraid fhe might 
do a Jitile execution upon him, with her own high hand. ‘Twice or thrice he attempted 
to put in a word, but the ftorm of the monarchs indignation was too {trong to be con- 
trolled, and he was forced to wait till fhe was fairly out of breath. He then muttered 
up all his courage and faid, “ Surely Your Majefly muft have forgotten 1 am N. Nv’ 
As foon as fhe found that fhe had been miftaken in the perfon, fhe made him a formal. 
excufe, and her defire to fet all things right again carried her fo far another way, that 
the fettled an handiome penfion on him. She is by no means proof again{t pride, but 
is proud of the dignity and the greatnels of her houfe. She weeps tears of joy as often: 
as fhe hears how her children, particularly the Emperor and the Oueen of France are 
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beloved by all the’ world. This family pride, joined to her quick feelings, are the cavfe 
why fhe confiders all the princes who have been at war with her at any time, as her per- 
fonal enemies, and has never forgiven any of them. The Emperor's laft wife, who was 
a Bavarian princefs, had caufe to regret ber father’s having attempted to rob the Em- 
‘prefs of Bohemia, Upper Auftria, and the Imperial Crown. She made her feel the 
fuperiority of the Houfe of Auftria, over the Houfe of Bavaria. ‘Vhus far is truc, but 
the fables which have been raifed on this foundation are too wild even to deferve a leri- 
ous refutation. 

Fame has not reported falfely of this great princefs. She is a true woman, and it is 
by the amiable paflions of her own fex that fhe is moft diftingutfhed. She was not at 
ell offended at being told by the relation of another great fovereign, whom fhe was com- 
plimenting on the reputation of his friend, “¢ May it pleafe Your Majefty, my fifter is fill 
only a weman?? All the tints in Therefa’s charaéter are the fhades cf a lively female 
charaéter. She was the trueft, but the moft jealous of wives; the molt affeCionate, 
but at the fame time the fevereft of mothers; the moft friendly, but at the fame time 
the moft imperious mother-in-law. 

Her character, hawever, has fometimes rifen beyond the ftrength of a man. The 
refolution with which fhe defended her hereditary dominions againft fo many powers united 
to opprefs her, excited the aftonifhment of all Europe. Her love of juftice is fo great, 
that fhe immediately defilts from any pretenfions fie has formed, which are not recon- 
cileable with it, when fhe is fhewn that they are not fo. ‘Though the King of Pruffia 
knows that fhe bears him a grudge, (which fhe will carry with her to her grave,) he is fo 
fatisfied of the general reétitude of her principles, that whenever they have a difpute, 
his only care is to have his reafons properly ftated to the Emprefs herfclf, by his ambaf- 
fador. "The nobility of Genoa, as 1 was informed by an officer who took a great part in 
the revolution of 1746, exclaimed with one voice, “ O, if it were. poffible to bring our 
gvievances before the Emprefs herfelf, we fhould be fure of obtaining relief.’ | The cry 
of thefe Republicans at the time when they were moft forely oppreffed by Auftrian ar- 
mies, was the fineft praife that Therefa could have heard,—but fhe heard it not. 

Amidft the various fpecies of knowledge fhe poffeffes, there is one which unluckily 
fuils her, the knowledge of mankind. According to the cuftom of her houfe, fhe was 
bred up in an elevation which has not allowed of her feeing with her own eyes the necef- 
fities of ordinary life, and the true interefts of the people the reigns over. Her whole 
education was fe conducted as to make her the dupe of flatterers, who made her believe 
that nobles and priefts were a fuperior order of men to laymen and common people. 
Priefts and flatterers have at times betrayed her into actions which her heart would 
fhudder at, if the could fee them in their right light. An inftance of this was given 
fome years ago, when, in an infurreCtion of the Bohemian peafants, the Emperor en- 
dcavoured to obtain the abolition of the feudal tenures. ‘This he did becaufe he knew 
the true fituation of thcfe poor flaves, who did not themfelves know what they defired, 
but were only driven to what they did by hunger, There was indeed little to lay to 
their charge befides having hunted fome barons out of bed ; but the wives of the Bo- 
hemian nobles fo far prevailed upon the Emprefs with their tears, that foldiers were fent 
into the country, and many poor people were hanged as traitors, who were in fa&t only 
the vidims of hunger. As this happened in the memorable year of fcarcity over all 
Europe, when Bohemia, notwithftanding the natural riches of its agriculture, was re- 
duced to the greatelt neceflity, and as the Emperor well knew that the principal caufe of 
4t was owing to the avarice of the great landlords, particularly of the priefts, he exidea- 
‘woured to take off the fervitude of the lower orders ; but his mother’s attachnient to the 
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nobility prevented a meafure, which would have made a country fo favoured’ by na‘ure 
as Bohemia is, one of the moft flourifhing in the world. The Emprefs made it a mat- 
rer of confcience to deprive a fmall part of her fubjetts of the leaft part of their income 
by fuch a meafure, but never bethought herfelf, that the nobility and priefls confumed 
in idlenefs the fweat and blood of fo many thoufand people. 

A defpotic prince, who has not a fufficient knowledge of the world, to fee through 
the people who furround him, is the moft dependant man in his country. Notwith- 
ftanding all her attention to fo many various matters, and notwithftanding all her power, 
tre good Emprels cannot prevent herfelf from being cheated by all who approach her. 
dhe imagines that fhe prevents every fin by her eftablifhments of chaftity, and does not 
know how many adulterefles fhe makes by them. She would indeed be aftonifhed, if fhe 
could fee only a part of the horns, which the men of this place carry about with them 
under their peruques. It is faid, that the Emprefs infifts upon the young women, par- 
ticularly thofe who are brought up in the Therefianum, tying their hair &c. in a parti- 
cular manner; but notwith{tanding thefe ribbands of chaftity, I have been affured by a 
counte(s, who was brought up in this feminary, that groffer vices prevailed there, than — 
any againft which the commiffion of chaftity is dire€ted. I know a woman, who in or- 
der to get herfelf, and her bandfome daughter a maintenance, procured the latter an 
engagement upon a fmall theatre, which hardly brings her in enough to buy pins for 
her hair. We know that at Paris the theatre is more a title to a maintenance than a 
maintenance of itfelf; but there is this difference betwixt the countries, here the mother 
carries her cheap daughter from a rchearfal to chuy‘ch, where both tell their beads with 
down-caft eyes, and the moft pious looks, in order to bring themfelves into a reputation 
of fanétity with the police. By this means, perfons who love their pleafures, and yet 
with to be well with the Emprels, know no better way of compailing both thefe objects, 
than by vifiting the churches. Another inftance of hypocrify. ‘There isa well-known, 
man of letters here, wo franflated a prayer-book from the French and dedicated it to the 
Emprefs as an original compofition, with a view of obtaining a place, together with the 
prefent cuftomary upon thofe occafions. ‘The plan fucceeded; the Emprefs confidered 
him as a pious man, and he had a reward; but he was fo loft to fhame, as to make 
fport of the good woman’s credulity in the circle of his friends. ‘Ihe fame thing takes 
place with regard to the prohibition of books, The queen would fink to the ground, 
if the could fee one of the thoufand private libraries in Vienna, which contain all the 
heretical, and all the fcandalous writers which fhe conceives her college of cenfure, and 
her Index Expurgatorius, which is thicker than that of Rome, to have banifhed from the 
country for ever. So it is with feveral of her other inflitutions, the ineficacy of which 
fhews they are fit for nothing but to make hypocrites. * 


LETTER XX.HI 
Vienna. 
In order to have any idea of the government of this place, it is neceffary to attend to 
the three contending partics of the flate. The firft and ftrongeft is that of the Em- 
prefs; it confilts of the great perfonage herfelf, Cardinal Migazzi the archbifhop, fome . 
monks, principally capuchines, and a few old ladies who make their court to the Em- 
refs by imitating her peculiarities. ‘This party is always pregnant with commiffiuns of 
chaltity, prohibition of books, driving away dangerous preachers and profeffors, increaf- 
ing the papal power, and perfecuting the new philofophy. Great part of the old no- 
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bility, whofe prerogatives ftand upon the fame ground as thole of the priefthood, adhere 
very. ftrongly to this party. : 

The fecond party is that of the Emperor, and it is at perpetual war with the former, 
This party empioys itfelf in the improvement of legiflation, and the promotion of agri- 
culture, trade, and induftry of all kinds; in the extenfion of philofophy and tafte; in 
curtailing the exorbitant pretenfions of the nobles; in the protection of the lower 
claffes again{t the higher,—and in whatever can make gods of men, One of the princi. 
pal perfons of this party is Marfhal Lacy, who carries on a molt unremitting war againit 
the monks, and their adherents. ‘This able general acts here juit as he did when he 
was opponent to the King of Pruffia; and the Emperor and he are always occupied in. 
planning zig-zag-marches, and counter-marches, and retreats; fo that General Migazzi,. 
and his brown, black, white, half-black, half-white troops are often obliged to go into- 
winter quarters, without having effected any flaughter at all. ‘Thefe two parties, who 
are open enemies, have however fome intercourfe with each other through the medium 
of a third, at the head of which is the celebrated Count Kaunitz. 

Count Kaunitz, the greateft ftatefman of our day, and a man who, by great fervices 

to the imperial houfe, has worked himfelf into the confidence both of the Emprefs and. 
her fon, is worthy to be'the mediator between them. In his heart he is more favourable 
to the Emperor’s party, than to that of his mother ; but he is obliged to appear a kind of 
middle-man, and to give his own philofophical operations that kind of religious caft 
without which they would not go down. He often covers the marches of the Emperor: 
and his great field-marfhal, by which means, as alert as Migazzi is, he is often forced 
to capitulate before he knows that the enemy isin the field. Kaunitz diftinguifhes him. 
felf by his ftyle of living, and mode of expence. Thefe are entirely French, and moft 
magnificent. As nothigg can be more contrary to the Emperor’s rigid ceconomy, than 
fuch a way of life; itis not certain but that the Count, though nothing can thake him, 
his merits are fo well known, may upon a change be obliged to an alteration in this 
refpeét, which his age, and the habits he has contracted, would make unpleafing to 
him, 
* ‘What with the erection of new fchools, and the care to prevent the erection of new 
cloifters, the battles about new books, and the recommendations to civil and military. 
employments, alt the three parties have fufficiently to do. ‘The laft point, efpecially,. 
gives them conftant work. ‘There is hardly an employment vacant, but the Emprefs is 
wearied with recommendations from her ladies and prie(ts ; and the Emperor, whofe 
candidate is commonly the man of moit merit, is almoft always fure to come too late. 
‘There are a great number of finecure offices in the country, but many counfellors and 
affeflors have either nothing to do, or put in deputies to do their bufinels for a very little 
money. The luxury in which thefe people live is beyond conception. His Honour (for 
every petty-fogging judge of the court of confcience is bis honour) mutt have his gentle. 
man; and 4er Aonour, the wife, muft have her waiting lady—nor is it as it is with us, 
where between the gentleman and the footman there are no intermediate ranks: here 
there mutt be a maitre a’ hoteland a fecretary; and as his bonour has great bufinels every 
where but in his own court, he muft likewife have his coach. In a word, there is not a: 
court in Europe, except the Turkith, which pays its fervants of the fecond order fo well 
as this does, and yet is fo ill ferved by them. 

For feveral yearsthe Emprefs has given up the direction of the army eniirely to her* 
fon, and one fees immediately, from the very different ftyle of arrangement which pre- 
Yails here from. that which. obtains in the civil and ecclefiaftical departments, by whom 
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jt is governed. Though the peafantry of the Auftrian dominions have always been 
foldiers, the fitfances of the court were in fuch diforder, till the times of the laft Empe- 
yor, that the Dutch and Englifh were always forced to pay fubfidies. The Emperor 
\yancis laid the foundation of the greatnefs of the country ; but that it is becoming every 
day more and more formidable, is owing to one man, who uniies in his perfon, not 
only the intellect neceflary to carry on the greateit enterprizes, but alfo the greatott 
knowledge of difcipline, and the ceconomical arrangements of an army; I mean General 
‘Lacy, without a doubt one of the greateft geniufes of the prefent century. How litle, 
indeed, do fome of the greateft wits of the age appear in comparifon of a man who goes 
into the cabinet to plan arrangements again{t the united powers of all Nurope—then 
runs through an army of 250,000 men, fo as to pay attention to the {mailett article of 
the foldiers clothing ;—at one inftant, with the happieft combination of ideas and con- 
‘je€ture of probabilities, lays plans of marches and fieges,—the next writes to the taylor 
and fhoemaker of the army to give the clothes a better cut, and the fhoes a better flit 5 
—Then entertains himfelf with the Emperor in laying plans for the better adminiftration 
of juftice, and the greater concerns of the ftate ;—then lays himfelf out to endeavour to 
fimplify the moft trifling military manceuvre ; then walks through the ftore-houfes, and 
ives orders for the better arrangement of the ftores; and in the next half hour mora- 
lizes in the Socratic manner upon any event that happens. Ina word, if the power of 
carrying on feveral ufeful purfuits well at one arid the fame time is to mark the character 
of aman, there are few to be compared with the field-marfhall. Indeed, whoever knows 
at all what knowledge of the infantry, cavalry, and artillery of an army is requilite to 
fet thefe great maffes in motion, will wonder how the head that can do this cat attend 
to the buttons of a foldier’s fpatterdafhes. And yet, would you think it! with all this, 
and a great deal more merit in a thouland different ways, this great man (I blufh for 
humanity whilft I write it!) is univerfally hated, not only by all the people of fafhion, 
put by the army whofe father he is! The reafon is a very evident one ; before his time 
every captain had an opportunity of cheating his fovereign, by furnifhing the foldiers of 
his company with every article of clothing, and thofe of a higher rank had a fellow feel- 
ing with the paymatter, and divided the contents of the military cheft between them. 
That is now all at an end; the foldier is {upplied out of the Emperor’s warehoufes with 
every poiflible article for'‘which he can have occafion, and he receives his pay the mo- 
ment it is due; he is better clothed than any foldier in Europe, and accuitomed to a 
thrift which cannot but contribute to the increafe both of his health and ftrength. All 
the Marfhal reaps in return for this is to be laughed at and defpifed. ‘The monks, who 
know that he is not their friend, do all they can to make him unpopular; but he is wife 
enough to laugh at all they can do, and even to amufe himfelf with the thoughts of doing 
good for which he receives no thanks. 

As for the black band under Migazzi, it is divided into two parties. One of thefe 
thinks with the Cardinal, i.e. true Bellarmine like, and never mifles an opportunity of 
introducing an ex-jefuit, when it is poflible. This, however, is the {malleft in number; 
nor can Migazzi now and then prevent a wolf from being fhut up with his fheep; there 

‘are even fome bifhops who only wait the Emperor’s permiflion to fall to and level his 
hierarchy with the ground. In the mean time, however, the Cardinal does what he can 
to keep the public ichools and churches free from the infeétion. A few years ago, a 
monk: took it into his head to preach that, ‘ Priefts owe the fame fubjection to the civil 
power as the loweft of its fubjects—as they enjoy the fame protection and prerogatives 
as thefe, they are bound in the fame manner to take upon them the offices of the fate. 


The church, partly from its own ufurpations, partly from the weaknefs of temporal 
M 2  fovercigns, 
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fovereigns, has rifen, in times of darknefs, to a height where the firft Chriftians would 
tot know itagain. Every prince is obliged to promote the good of the church as far as 
it coincides with the good of the ftate, &c. &c.’”? The Cardinal, who in general does 
not like fermons, immediately marked his prey. The Emperor at firft took the monk’s 
part with great fpirit; this made the cunning Archbifhop hold his hand; but as foon as 
the Emperor had fet out on his travels, the monk was immediately feized and fent pri- 
foner to a convent in Upper Auftria, where he {till remains, whilft the Emperor has 
nothing for it, but to fet down thefe and many other traits of the fame kind in the book 
of his remembrance. 7 

The great triumph of the archiepifcopal party fhews itfelf in the licenfing of book:. 
Nothing can be well conceived more grievous than the fituation of the licenfers of the 
prefs, many of whom are very fenfible worthy men. They are often forced to alter 
almoft the whole of a MS. and after all remain anfwerable for whatever an old court 
lady, a monk, a fool, or a knave, may fee obnoxious in it when it comes out; but their 
hardeft work is to manage what is publifhed with regard to the country; for one grand 
principle obtains here, which is, that nothing which is Auftrian can be bad. What 
the ftate of literature is under all thefe difcouragements, fhall be the fubject of mymext 
letter. ; : 


LETTER XXIV. 
” Vienna. 

THE powers of the foul are like the powers of the body ; as the vagious exercifes of 
fwimming, boxing, dancing, and running give ftrength and polifh to the one, which a 
continued flate of reft would inevitably deprive it of, fo to develope the powers of the 
foul of a people, the mind mutt have its gymnaftic exercifes too. Freedom of motion 
is to the body, what freedom of thought is to the foul, and unnatural compulfion ren- 
ders body and foul alike torpid and ftiff. ; 

Of all the nations mentioned in hiftory, the Greeks and Romans were thofe whofe 
philofophy was the leaft united with their religion; and it was probably owing to this 
canfe, that their {pirits received an impulfe which the Fgyptians, Babylonians, and Chal- 
dans never knew. Philofophy, and whatever was called fcience among thele laft, were 
the fpecial property of the priefts, whofe intereft demanded that they fhould be fmothered 
in hieroglyphics, and kept from the people. ‘The little that fone learned Greeks gleaned 
from their voyages to the Nile and Euphrates, were not the productions of a fruitful 
genius. but only tedious invefligations, which the flow amd progreffive labours of 
monks had traced out. ‘Their celebrated philofophy did nothing for the people; it had 
nothing benevolent in it; nothing that purified tafte or fentiment; nothing that ex- 
tended the comforts of focial life, or advanced the progrefs of legiflation. It was the 
dry refult of folitary fludies, and the people who could not underftand its drift, took no 
fhare in it. 

When more modern Rome wove the web of powcr, and endeavoured to gain the 
maftery over mankind by commanding their opinicus, it was natural that all the arts 
and fciences thould be fubjeCed to religion, The figure of the earth, the {pots of the 
fun, and the whole of the Copernican fyftem were to be reconciled to the /evicr of fcrip- 
ture, the fathers, the councils, and the papal bulls. Every thing was referred to re- 
ligion; and had not the Pope endeavoured to fubje&t the power of princes to it, we 
fhculd fill have been in the darknefs of the eleventh century, 

‘Long after the reformation, the cuftom of looking upon every thing with religious 
{p.Gacles ftill continued. The proteftant priefts could nat forego the old cuftom of 
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being the arbiters of morality. I: is true, that by the feparation they undermined 
their own power; but they did it by degrees, and without being confcious of the con- 
fequences. ‘Though Luther peimitted the temporal princes to feize the eftates of the 
ecclefiaftics, it is evident from his writings, that as a reformer of the church he placed 
himfelf far above all the powers of this world. Calvin’s infolence and fpirit of op- 
preflion ia religious matters is well known, ‘Their followers long maintained their 
ufurped domination over the temporal powers, and the regions cf {cience. Some of 
them are {till in pofleffion of it at this day. We muft do cur author the jullice to ace 
knowledge, that it is the firft fince the times of the Greeks and the Romans, in which 
true freedom of thought, and a philofophy really beneficial to mankind, has appeared. 

No doubt but the Englifh have greatly taken the lead in thefe matters. ‘hat they 
did fo, was owing to the fpirit of their conftitution in fome degree ; but (HH more to 
the eftablifhed toleration of fo many feGaries, who not being united to each other, 
could eftablith no general plan of tyranny over the opinions of their fellow creatures. 
It was natural for the Englith, divided as they are into fo many fects, who enjoy almoft 
ivilegesin the ftate, by degrees to confider. legiflation, fcience, and whatever 


the fame pre 
elf2 belongs to focial life, as independent of religion; whilft, on the other hand, the 
I fome proteltant republics, would con- 


Svedith and Danith priefts, es well as thofe of 

tinue to exercife their empire over all worldly concerns. ‘The fpirit of the Englifh. 
man, fettered by no reflrsints, tock the eagle flight that carried it beyond the rival 
nations. heir philofophers allowed themfelves to wander through very contradictory 
fpeculations. They had their Cynics, their Pythagoreans, their Platontlls,. their Epi 
cureans, and many others; but they were, like the ancients, all of a mind about the 
eflential duties of man: and the difference of their {fpeculations only fet their oppofition 
ina clearer light. Even in the feiences of calculation, they fhewed the energy of a 
genius, that was accuftomed to allow itfelf to expatiate freely in the-various fields of 
icience. It is true that they often gave into the moft ridiculcus hypothefis, and the 
moft puerile fuperftiion; but thefe excrefcences of the freedom of thought are as in- 
feparable from it, as other excrefcences are from civil freedom ; nor can you prevent 
all abufes, without taking away the thing. itfelf that is abufed. 

All] fhall fay of our own country, is, that the freedom of thought is much lefs 
Umited in it by government, than it is in feveral countries-which call themfelves free, 
much lefs fo as to religious matters, than in many prote(tant countries, I mult now re- 
turn to Vienna, from whence Ihave taken a pretty long excurfion. 

Thad heard fo much, throughout my journey hither from the Rhine, of the flate 
of the fchools in Auftria, and of the great care the Mmpreis took in- the education of 
her fubjeéts, and for the improvement of arts and f{ciences, that 1 thought of nothing 
all the way but finding Vienna a German Athens. It was prabably owing to thefe 
over great expectat! that I wes fo much difappointed. “Lhe fchools for the young 
children arc, of allthe public intlitutions, far the beit, though many things are taught, 
even here, which can be of no fervice in life, and only ferve to make young pedants 
nm and morals are ta’ ght them in a way that can neither warm the 
heart nor enlighten the head, nor is fulficient ca enof themorals. Whefe defeds: 
are, however, in fome meafure fupplied, by the inight given into commerce, navisa- 
tion, agriculture, &c. And it muit be conteiled, that thefe {cChools are the only ones 
have hitherto feen in the catholic flates in-Germany, in which the children are more 
taught to be good citizens than geod monzs. Sull, however, the two predominant 
features cf this fate, blind fubordination, and a regard for monks, are very prevalent 
Lore. But yet J cannot conceive how fo many familles {ill preter. to trait their chil. 
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dren to the private education of French women ; (who are commonly calt-off ftrumpets, 
or foolifh chambermaids, who prefer being governefies here, to making fires, and 
warming beds in France ;) or how fuch fwarms of French and Italian abbés are ftill 
allowed to educate the young men. It mult be allowed, indeed, of the fchools, 
that as they are flill new inflitutions, in which there obtains no thorough well-digefted 
fyftem, and as there are frequently chai:ges made in them, they have not yet had any 
very fenfible effec upon the public m 3; but it is probable that the next genera- 
tion will find the advantage of them. 

I attended the feveral courfes read by the p 
expence of thefe muft be very great to th sprefs. No? only the courfes ufually 
read elfewhere are free here, but read upon feveral fubjects which you mutt pay 
a very high price for with us. Such are the Hving languages, the feiences of politics, 
esc. There prevails, however, flilla kind of barbarity, which makes one lament the 
great expence the fovereign is at. Mr. Pilati, the editor of Voyages en differens Pays de 
PRuvope, from 1774 t0 1976, Says, he has heard it maintained in an Auflrian univers 
fity, “ that all the property of the fubject belongs to the fovereign.”” I cannot fay 
quite fo much; but I believe that no reader on the law of nature here, would dare 
to aflert that the fovereign has duties to fulfil towards his fubjects, as well as the fub- 
jects towards him. T was affured that the finding this propofition, in the fyllabus of a 
Benediétine of Saltfburg, had given fuch offence to one of the licenfers of the prefs, 
‘that the perfon who had the book was defired to fend it out of the country. ‘The 
Roman law too, with all its numerous train of comments and paraphrafes, fo far re- 
mote from our prefent conftitution and manners, ftill fupports itfelf in this famous 
amiverfity, and muft make the candidates for the profeflional chair pedants and falfe 
reafoners. Agto the jus publicum, thofe who have happened to hear lectures rcad 
upon it hore, and at Strafburgh, would not believe it to be the law of the fame em- 
pire. At Strafburgh, Germany is confidered as a republic, in which the Emperor 
only occupies the place of a conful, or didtator; whereas here he is confidered as a 
moft abfolute monarch. Our own theology is fufficiently barbarous ; but here I have 
Jheard them read for an hour together, de immaculata conceptione Marie. Another time 
I heard a fubtiie doétor making very ferious enquiry whether, fuppofing any man. to 
have had exiftence before: Adam, he would have been tainted with origmal fin! As 
to Chriftian cthics, they are ftill taken from Bufenbaun, Voit, and their fellows. I 
have heard fuch lafcivious defcriptions in the public [chools as, had they been found in 
a profane book, would unavoidably have placed it in the index of prohibited books. 
Tt is true indeed that Bufenbaun, in his Merality for the Stewes, lias declared that it is 
right to read plainly upon morality, even though it fhould excite finful affections in 
the fcholars, and even though thofe affections fhould break out into finful actions. 
For he fays, “ it will do the more good at confeflion.” As to their metaphyfics, they 
are the very quinteflence of pedantry and nonfenfe. Though f was not furprifed to hear a 
a learned profeffor demonttrate, that two fingle fub{tances could not kils and embrace 
each other, and that it was not impoffible but that one and the fame thing thould ex- 
Ht in the fame inftant a thoufand times in different places; [ could not well conccive 
what my learned man meant to do with this laft propofition, which I remembered to 
have feen in a metaphyfical book, till at Iength it ftruck me, that it was intended to 
make the people underftand how the body of Chrift might be in every confecrated holt 
‘yom Canton to Berlin at the fame inflant ; for every thing here has a reference to re- 
tigion. What amazed me moft, however, in my metaphyfician, was the feeming ex- 
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Jobn James, whofe works he did not feem to have read through; he quoted from 
every language that ever exifted, and in the courfe of half an hour confuted at leaft fix 
antagonilts, He amufed me, in fhort, fo much, that I could not help going often to 
hear, and get what I could out of him, At length I borrowed of a ftudent, who was 
in the fame houle with me, the metaphyfical lecture book he read from, which was 
written by the Jefuit Storchenaw. At firft fight you would imagine that this Jefuit had 
found out the fecret of making metaphyfics overturn all potlible knowledge. Not only: 


ail the old f fuch as the Pythagorean, Platonicians, and Epicureans, but likewife 
Next to thefe, you find 
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all the fathers of the church were here collected together. 
all shat has been written in the middle or latter centuries, by Machiavel, Hobbes, 
Spenter, Defcartes, Mallebranche, Bayle, Leibnitz, Locke, Voltaire, Rouffeau, Bo- 










lingbroke, Hume, Helvetius, the author of the Sy/teme dels Nature, and a thoufand’ 
other writers, who certainly never dreamed of being confuted thus ina lump, by a 
jefuit of the univerfity of Vienna, The fiudent, of whom I borrowed the book,. 
conceived himfelf to be poffeffed of the kernel of all thefe wrirers,. nor had he the leaft 
doubt bimfelf to be able to overturn all the fine fophiltry of Bayle and Spinofa, with. 
two leaves of his book. You may fuppofe I was eager to be acquainted with a man 
who knew fo much. But how furprifed was I, when a friend of his affured me he 
had never read a line either of Bayle, Machiavel, Voltaire, or many other writers: 
whom he had confuted!" He himfelf had once lent him three quarto volumes caly for 
one fingle evening, and in a few days after found them an{wered in a differtation. 

‘The belt le@tures are, without a doubt, thofe given on phyfic. Van Swieten -has 
done what was to be expected from him in this branch. ‘The profeffors affect to be of 
no fvét either paft or prefent, but acculom their fcholars to abule Hippocrates, Galen, 
Boerhaave, &c, and to truft cnly to themfelves. Except Storck, however, who is 
phyfician to the Emperor, there are hardly three good phyficians here. Yet the me- 
thod of learning pra@tice is-a good one. ‘Every candidate for a degree hasa certain fot 
of patients in the hofpital. ‘Thefe he vifits and prefcribes for, and then writes down 
the fymptoms of their difeafe, together with his reafons for giving the drugs he orders, 
The profeffor then comes; looks over-the prefcriptions, compares them-with the {tate 
of the patient, and-makes his cbfervations on them. 





ae LETTER XXV. 
ae - Vienna. 
VIENNA fwarms. with. literati When a man accofts you, whom you-do not: 
know by his dirty hands fora painter, fmith, or fhoemaker, or by his livery for a foot- 
man, or by his fine clothes for a man of confequence, you may be affured that you fee 
either a man of letters, or ataylor; for between thefe two clafles { have not yet learned 
to dillinguifh. It would be vain for-you, however, toafk-me the names of thefe great 
men ; for I confefs 1 know none but the very few who have a real title to that appel- 
ica, fuch as. Hell,. Martini, Storck, Stephani, Denis, and Sonnerfels,.the only 
philofopher. who -deferves the name, the only one who unites ufeful knowledge to pa. 
triotifia, taite, and elegance.. As to thofe among the hizheft ranks, who either cul- 
tivate. their knowledge for themfelves, or employ their talents in the fervice of their 
country, they would be afhamed of the title of man of letters, degraded as it now is, 
Lhappened by chance to take up a book, written by a profeffor of Lintz ; it is called the 
Learned, but for its contents might as well have been called the Unfearned Auftria, as it 


does not give an account of a fingle original work that has merit, but only mentions about: 
one 
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one hundred writers of differtations, bad verfes, fermons, and miferable comedies, 
Bat the place abounds in fuch authors, whofe knowledge of the world does not ex- 
ceed that of a common footman. In Paris you would be furprifed to find d man co! 
letters not acquainted with the hiltory of his own country, that of Evrope, and fu 
forth. Here it is a prodigy to meet with onc who knows any of thefe things. 

Many of the Emperor’s offcers, wilh whom I am acquainted, deferve the title: of 
learned men much more than the miferable wretches to whom itis given, Betides 
profeffional knowledge, moft of the former poff-fs a certain knowledge of the world, 
and the habits of converfation ; and 1 know feveral of them who may be called philo- 
fophers, which is not the cafe with four of the other clafs. 

“The Italians and French are generally reproached with having worn themfelves out. 
This may be true, but it did not happen before we had produced matfter-pieces in every 
branch of fcience ; whereas thefe people, as has indeed been acknowledged by their 
own writers, have gone ftraight from barbarity into barrennels; nor has philofophy 
ever had hee day here. The reafon of this may be eafily affigned. Hitherto the 
demon of monkery has held the national [pirit in its claws; and though attempts 
have been made to fet it free, the damon has only allowed it liberty enough to play, 
and has hitherto been both powerful and provident enough to prevent its flave from 
becoming its mafler. It is Jofeph who muft break thefe chains. 

After what I have been telling you of the {tate of things, you will not be furprized 
when you are told that moft of the men of merit here are foreigners. Lacy, Laudohn 
and Wurnier, in the army, were not born here; and as to the reft, Storck is a Sua- 
bian; Denis, the great Auftrian poet, a Bavarian; and Hell, the mathematician, 
a Silefian; nay, though the higher pofts of the ftate are occupied by natives, yet are 
the Emperor’s confidential fecretaries foreigners. What is more, all the new enter- 
prizes have alfo been {gt on foot by foreigners, who have been but indifferently re- 
warded. Theinventor of that moft uleful of inilitutions, the penny poft, was obliged 
to ran away for debt; a French officer who had been called in to make fome imprave- 
nients in the artillery, had his work made fo uneafy to him, that he was obliged to 
look for more gratitude at Naples; and an Englifhman who had taught them the art 
of gelding horfes fafely, being paid only in great promifes, and neglected when the 
bufinefs was done, was made fo unhappy by it, that he fhot himfelf through the head, 
and left a note upon his table, purporting that he died becaufe he had been led into 
contraéting debts, a thing he was not accuftomed to. This negl- €t of merit is not to be 
charged to the court. Thofe who can come into the Prince’s fight are-no where more 
fplendidly rewarded than they are here; but then it mutt be confeffed too, that there 
is no place where the minions of a court fo well underftand the art of keeping ta- 
lents out of fight. The Emperor indeed ftrives to break thefe intrigues as much as 
he can, and to meet mvrit half way ; but it is impoffible for a great mozarch to co every 
thing. ‘ 

L have little to fay of what concerns the arts, though I faw the academy’s annual ex. 
hibition of painting and fculpture. he former confifted merely of portraits. In fta- 
tuary there were only two bufts, one of the Emperor, the other of the Emprefs, which 
gave me any pleafurc; but you know Tam no great connoi‘eur. ‘Lhe great triumph 
of the arts is the theatre, of which therefore I fhall give you an account in my next 
letter. 
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LETTER XXXVI. 
Fienna. 

SIXTEEN years fince, harlequin was the life of every dramatic performance ; no- 
thing was agreeable but what he did or faid ; though the cr:tics of the northern parts 
of Germany have hifled him from their flages, the multitude here {iil with for his re» 
turn. When harlequin was difmiffid, attempts began to be made towards forming a 
national theatre; this was done by flow degrees, but it has at length come to coufiderable 
perfeion. T have feen them play the Pere de Famille here : early as well, T think, as 
3t could be acted on a 2. heatre. The company is felect, but it has the fauie faults 
as that of Paris; the faults which every company muft have that is uot under very 
firong government. ‘ : . 

i was cony g fome days ago upon this fubjec& with one of the principal a@ors : 
“ We form,” fays he, a kind of parliament amongit ourfelves, and the intendant of 
the court has no more power over us, than the king of Great Britain has over the 
ule of Commons.” So much the worfe, thought I; the republican form of go- 
vermment, which is always a bad one, mut be particularly fo for a company of players, 
part of whom colire afuays to be the kings and princes which they are upon the boards, 
and to hold their comrades in the fame ftate of fubjeétion they do there. 

T mutt introduce you to the acquaintance of the principal of thefe whigs; they are 
really worthy to be known to you, for they deferve the refpect in which they are held, 
and which has gained then: admittance to all the beft focieties of the place. 

‘Lhe elder Stephanie, the manager, is an extraordinary man off the ftage. He has 
read much, and has a very good heart. He has a great deal of wit, and all the manner 
and poiifh of a man of the world. It isa pity that his make is not the beft for the 
theatre; his feet are ugly, and the belly is not quite what it fhould be, to correfpond 
with the upper part of the body. He endeavours as much as he can to conceal this de- 
fect by artificial poflures, but you fee that his figure hurts him. After Brockman; he 
is the belt fpeaker on the ftage, but not the moft pleafing, as his voice often wants 
force. His pronunciation is remarkably good, which he owes to his ecucation in 
Saxony. His countenance is naturally expreffive, though not fo much fo on the flage 
as it might be, from the circumftance of his being fair, and not painting fufficiently. 
His principal parts are thofe of affectionate fathers. I have no where feen Le Pere de 
familie played better than by him; but as he is confcious of the imperfections of his 
figure, and has to do with an unmanagcable fet, he is often forced to take up with parts 
notimade for him. On this principle I have often feen him play young, lively princes 
with no great credit to himfelf; (til, however, there is fenfe in all he does, and he makes 
every thing that can be made of a part. Befides feveral tranflations from the French 
and Enelith, if I miftake not, he has written feveral original pieces. 

His younger brother is the dire€t oppofite of him, a rough, {liff, arrogant man, with 
the face of Meduta, and at firft fight he feems more intended for a corporal of grena- 
diers, than for an actor. He plays the parts of clowns, angry boys, tyrants, execution- 
ers, and the like, which are all fo natural to him, that nobody elfe can do them as well. 
He is ftill more valuable as a poet than as an a¢tor. Notwithftanding all the faults found 
with him, his pieces are reprefented on all the ftages of Germany, even on thofe where 
people exclaim moft loudly againft them : they contain, indeed, a great deal of nature, 
admirable characters, and often very fine plots. It is a pity that thefe merits are fhaded 
by fome imperfections; but the author is not fufficient matter of his language, and his 
tertility (for he fells his pieces by the dozens) often compels him to take up with impro. 
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bable flories. If he would but give himfelf a little more time to corre and polith, he 
might pals for one of the beft poets of the time. His Love for the King, founded on 
the hiftory of Charles I. his Deferteur aus Kindeflicbe; his Bekanttjchaft in Bad; his 
Wolfe in des Keerde, and his Unterfehied Bey Dienftbewerbungen, though not worked up 
to claflical elegance, befpeak true genius. He is entirely callous to all cviticifms, both 
in his acting and writing; laughs at, or abufes the critics to their faces, or if needs muft, 
brings them to order with his fifts, 

Breckman has been here for fome years; he was known to fame long before, and 
enjoyed the fame reputation at Hamburgh, which Garrick did in England, and Le Kain 
at Paris. It was a great while before they could perfuade him to come to Vienna, 
owing to the fear he had of the republican cabals of this theatre, and his not being upon 
very good terms with his wife, who was engaged here; but at length confiderable offers 
prevailed on him, He is one of thofe players who do not pleafe you mott at firft fight, 
but improve on you the more you fee them. You muft be accuflomed to fomewhat of 
an unwieldy figure, and fomewhat of a hoarfe voice, before you can value his merits 
as they defurve; but whoever can get over thefe fizht detects is fure to be enraptured 
with his expreffion. Not a thade of paflion efcapes him. ‘The uncommon eafe of his 

action conceals the extraordiuary ftudy which he has beftowed on every motion and 
every word. He is conttantly before the looking-glafs, and every thing in him befpeaks 
underftanding, induftry, and practice. His chief part is Hamlet, which, however, the 
republican conftitution of this theatre does not allow him to play, as it is a rule here 
not to take from any man a part which he has once acted, and this part is poffeffed by 
“Mr. de Lange, a gentleman of whom I fhall {peak more freely hereafter. Brockman, 
however, is like Garrick, and can play every part, from the fultan to the flave.—I do 
not know a greater proof of a thorough knowledge of the world. 

We now come toa man who is truly an unique in his way, I mean Bergopzcomer, one 
of the greateft charlatans, and, at the fame time, one of the greateft workmen in his 
art I have yet feen. He kept a theatrical academy at Prague, where he hit upon the 
fingular devife of making every motion of the hands or feet by letters of the alphabet. 
When he faid A, B, C, D, &c. his {cholars were to fall into the correfponding attitudes. 
He is likewile the author of a very dreadful tragedy, the chief character of which (play- 
ed by himfelf) difpatches ali the reft, and then difpatches himfelf. Deeds of blood are 
ieee I faw him play Richard the Third very well. He is {trong, but well nade, 

as a wonderful voice, a lively eye, a great deal of expreflion in his countenance, and 

knows how to make good ufe of all thefe advantages. He excels even Brockman in 
art, for he paints his face of ail poffible colours, in order to hit the face of the perfon 
he reprefents to the life. He puts ona great deal of falfe hair, which he tears off when 
he is in a pafffon, and toffes about the ftage by handfuls. His wounds muft bleed true 
blood: when he is in great paffions he often {pits blood. I faw him throw himfelf on 
the ground in Richard, and grip, and grind his teeth in fuch a manner, as really made 
me fhudder. With all this, there is an appearance of nature in his expreflion of the 
paflions, that forces an adept in theatrical matters to forget all his trick and grimace. 
His Fayel* furpafles every thing of the kind I have ever feen. He thoroughly under- 
ftands the advantage an aétor has in ufing a proper climax of voice, In the part of 
Camillo Reta, in Emilia Galette, he makes the whole pit fhudder, without any motion 
of the arms or any alteration of countenance, barely by {peaking five or fix words, 
Nor dces he excel only in the parts of kings and murderers. His Sir John Reflefs, in 
“ill in the Wring, is a mafterly performance. You know what a difficult part that is. 





* A character in the tragedy of Percy. 
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ju is a pityt hat he will not play thefe kind of parts oftener. ‘To fum up his character, 
he isa good companion, and, what is more rare to be met with in a player, a man of 
fortune. ; 

Amongft all the a€tors, there is none who has fo many friends and proteCtors amongit 
the great.people, as Mr. Miller. The man underftands every thing; he makes lotte- 
ries at the public affemblies, keeps toy-booths in them for the ladies; has a clever wife 
and handfome daughter, who play upon the harpfichord in the houfes of the great, and 
che knows how to improve all thefe advantages. His credit is fo good, that he is faid, 
though I believe matters to be a little exaggerated in this refpe€t, to have conftantly 
50,000 guilders of other people’s money in circulation. He lives like a great man with 
the great. His houfe ftands in one of the beft and moft expenfive parts of the town. 
He has a fuit of rooms furnifhed with great tafte and magnificence. He hires an elegant 
garden in one of the fuburbs, where, in fummer time, he keeps open table for all the 
world. All the wits of Germany bring him letters of recommendation, ard he takes 
them into his houfe. ‘The acquaintances he thereby makes amongft the great perfons 
here, and the learned perfons there, fully pay him for his hofpitaliry. He has alfo writ- 
ten fome plays, but thefe have not anfwered fo well as his dealings in toys. He is the 
moft infinuating man in the world, and as he endeavours to ferve every one, fo he is 
defirous of being ferved by them. Asan actor, he is intolerably vain. His proper 
parts are thofe of pedants, footmen, and tattlers; but as he does not like to play a 
different part on the {tage from what he plays off it, he will be enacting courtiers and 
petits maitres. 

Mr. Lange, whom I mentioned before, is a handfome man, and has a very good 
voice. His fault confifts in his being a painter. All his attitudes on the theatre are 
academical, and his {tiff movements remind us of thofe drawing-{chools in which they 
put the figure in attitudes, in which it is feldom or never feen in nature. He might 
give up his Hamlet to Brockman, and be no lofer; but he has a perverfity about him 
which is a fign of a {mail underftanding. When he is to fpeak a fpeech, which he 
thinks will meet with-applaufe, he comes as near to the pit as he can, and often goes 
beyond the fide-boxes. He has too little underftanding to a& the parts of ordinary life. 
His forte is in heroes of romance, and he excels in Coucy, in Fayel. We has no com- 
mand of his fine voice, but fails by degrees into finging. He often ftrikes his breaft 
with his double fifts. He has many friends, and an amiable wife, who fings very well. 
By means of hisfriends he often poflefles himfelf of parts to which he has no other pre- 
tenfions. In fine, he is likewife one of the few players who are rich. 

The only actor of the firft clafs, who remains to be fpoken of, is Mr. Steigente/ch, 
whom I had much rather fee ina room than on the ftage. He is a man of very univer- 
fal knowledge, fpeaks feveral languages, and has a great deal of wit; but his little 
figure, and a confiderable degree of affectation, fpoil his acting, which, however, be- 
{peaks a great deal of underftanding and knowledge ¢f the world. He plays beaux and 
coxcombs, which as weil as lovers are in bad hands.—I fhall fay nothing to you of the 
remainder, as it would make the catalogue too large. : 

Madame Sakko has the pre-eminence amongft the ladies. She was formerly Mada 
moifelle Richard, and was more known to the great world betwixt the Rhine and the 
Elbe, by the charms of her perfon than by her acting. She feemed for a time to have 
loft in love purfuits thofe aftonifhing talents which nature had given her, but they dif- 
covered themfelves by degrees, and fhe has endeavoured to.make up for the time loft 
by uncommon ftudy and application. She poffeffes a feeling heart, a Greek profile, a° 
fantallic, or, if 1 may fo fay, a romantic countenance, eyes full of fire, a very fineper-” 
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fon, and a filver.toned voice. Thofe who would be quite melted,-muft fee-her in the 
part of Gabrielle de Vergis. For the firt time in my life in atheatre, I felt tears fall from 
my eyes. ‘Tragedy, however, is not her fole forte ; fhe plays the parts of fine ladies, mar- 
chioneffes, and devotees, with the fame felicity. - She has a thorough knowledge of the 
world, and all the doors of this place, thofe of the imperial cabinet itfelf not excepted, 
are open to her. She is fuch a miftrefs of her motions, that a friend of mine compared 
“her to an inftrument which playg.treble and bafe at the fame time. Indeed, all the mo= 
tions cf her mouth, eyes, arms, and body, are in fuch thorough snifon with, and fet off 
each other fo well, that I do not know to what fhe can better be compared than to an ins 
ftrument of this fort. ‘Phere are not three aétreffesin the world to be compared: to her; 
and the is worthy to be, as the is, the goddefs of the public’s idolatry. Still, however, 
the was forced to wait fome time before the public faw her merit. Her aétion, like 
Brockman’s, does not pleafe at firft fight, as that of Bergopzoomer and Lange does. This 
is common to all that is very fine ; you muft examine and compare the parts, before you 
can be.ftruck with the beauty and fymmetry of the whole. oBeph 

Mademoifelle Tewt/cher and Mademoilelle Nannette Jaynet are the next. ‘Thefe ladies 
would be good aétrefles if there was no Sakke. J know no other ladies to mention to 
you but Madame Huber, who on and off the ftage enacts the part of a proud, quarrels 
fome, and foolith wife to perfection. ; 

The whole company is in the pay of the court, and every individual in it, keeps his’ 
falary for life, even when he ceafes to be ferviceable. The higheft falary paid by the 
court is 1200 guilders; befides this the principal ators have 6co guilders for fire and 
clothes, and what remains of the receipts after the expences are paid, is divided among{t 
them. ‘The receipts generally amount to 120,000, and the expences to 86,000 guilders 
a year. The fuperflux is divided according to the falaries. 'fhofe who have children 
endeavour to procure them a {mall appointment as foon' as poflible. In general thefe 
are given with great liberality. ‘They made Madam Sakho’s hufband (by profeffion a’ 
dancer, but of no manner of ufe), infpector of the wardrobe, with an appointment of 
$00 guilders ; fo the two together have 2300 guilders, or about 250 pounds a year. 
The fecond rates have from 800 to 1000 guilders, and the thirds from 4oo to Soo 
guilders. Jacynel and his two daughters receive 4000 guilders, or about 400 pounds a’ 

ear. , , 

Fe ‘The cabals and intrigues which exift in this commonwealth, you can have no concep- 
ception of: every new. part makes a quarrel, in which the courtiers take part ; the pub. 
Kc fuffers accordingly, If this company was under good management, it would be one 
of the three firft in Europe. As things now are, authors are greatly injured. When 

a play is offered, itis read in the theatrical parliament, when the majority of votes de- 

cides whether it thall be a€ted or not ; the confequence of this is, that a good play is 

often refufed, either befaufe fome of the firft aétors have no good part in it, or becaufe 
they will not leave a good part to another, or becaufe they are not at leifure to ftudy a 

new part, or which is ofteneft the cafe, becaufe they know nothing of the merits. ‘The 
author of a new piece, together with ¢ premium, is entitled toa third part of what his. 
work produces, and may fell the copy. Notwithftanding thefe adyantages, new plays 

are fo farce, that they have been obliged to call in the-aififtance of a German opera. 

‘The quarrels this daily occafions betwixt the two companies, and the contempt they 
have for one another, is truly ridiculous. The Emprefs takes care that the public man- 

ners of the actrefles fhall be more decent than they are at Paris, 

Upon the whole, the public of this place has as bad a tafte as that of Munich. -Every 

‘thing here cries out panem et circenfes, and the multitude feem to have no other withes 
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than to have their paunches well filled, and a theatrical entertainment by way of deffert; 
but neither the tafte or morals are improved by this. ‘The generality with for the return 
of harlequin, who though he cannot appear as he ufed to do, with his motley coat and 
wooden {word, often ftruts about in the hero’s drefs to delight them ; at leait it's only 
to this that I can afcribe the miferable pantomimes with which the tragic actors inter. 
{perfe their tragedies. The general tafte is for grimace, buffoonery, and exaggeration. 
Of a good plot, natural and eafy dialogue, or pure ftyle, they know nothing. I have 
heard feveral things applauded here which would have been hifled at Paris, if the French: 
of them had been as bad as the German was. 

Befides the national theatre, .#-oF feven ftrolling companies occupy the fuburbs. 
Thefe are of the fort I have been tiled to in Suabia. The aétors confilt of taylors, per- 
riwig-makers, apprentices, and ruined ftudents, who are fometimes on the flage, fome- 
times in the holpital, and fometimes in the army. Thefe gentlemen play by a kind of 
half light, favourable to the purpofes of intrigue. ‘Thofe of them fucceed beft wha 
have their booths ina garden, where a man may walk with his friend betwixt the 
ads, ‘They are fo confcious that the public does not come to fee them, that half the 
company is commonly in the ale-houfe whilft the play is going forward, and one mam 
acts three or four parts, 





LETTER XXVIL 


THE editor of Voyages en diferentes parties de P Europe {peaks very contumelioufly of 
the German nobility, and ranks the Neapolitan ones far above them in point of income.. 
He fhould at leaft have excepted the Auftrian nobles, as there are feveral there who. ‘ 
poffefs more than any fix of the richeft Neapolitans he mentions, Prince Francis Lich- 
tenftein, the elder branch of that family has at lealt 900,000 florins, that 18 25300,000% 
French livres per annum. In Moravia only, he has twenty eftates, which confilt of 
twenty or thirty villages each ; he is, without comparifon, the richeft man in Europe. 
Lord Cavendifh, who paffes for the moft opulent man in England, has not above 80,9001. 
ayear. At Paris there is not either a farmer general, or a man of quality, whofe income. 
pafies 120,000 livres, Neither Prince Radzivil, nor Prince Ctzartorifky in Poland, nor 
any of the Ruffian nobility, have eftates like thofe of Prince Lichtenftein. - Prince Efter- 
hazy has upwards of 600,000 and Prince Schwartzenberg above 400,000 guilders a 
‘year. There are upwards of forty people here who have eltates of 100,000. guilders a 
year, the greateft, as Mr. Pilati fays, that any Neapolitan pofleffes, and. twelve, befides 
thofe I have mentioned, who have as much again. The houfes of Charles Lichtenftein,. 
Averfberg, Lobtowik, Paar, Palfy, Kolloredo, Hasfeld Schonborn, and many others are- 
much richer than the dukes Pignatelli, and Matalone, or the princes of Palagonia and 
Villa-Franca, at Naples. 

Notwithftanding, however, thefe vaft revenues, mott of the great houfes are in debt, 
which may be very eatily accounted for; as in other conntries, fome one favourite lux- 
ury or other has the afcendant, here they all reign ; nor is there any {pecies of them you 
can name, either horfes, fervants, the pleafures of the table, play, or drefs, but what is 
carried to the utmoft excefs. Here are feveral ftables of fifty, fixty, or more horfes ;. 
whoever has an eftate of 50 or 60,000 florins, muft have from twenty-four to.thirty. 
horfes ; and it is a moderate eftablifhment, which confilts only of a maitre d’ hotel; a {e~ 
cretary, two valet de chambre, two running footmen, one or two huntfmen, two coach. 
men, five or fix footmen, anda porter. The heufes of Lichtenftein, Efterhazy, Schwart. * 
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zenberg, and fome others, keep fifty footmen, befide which, the two former have a body 
guard. A fingle plate of fruit often cofts from 6o to 70 florins, and Count Palm once 
appeared in a coat that had coft 90,009 guilders. It is common to give from 30 to 
40,000 florins for a lady’s drefs; and though hazard is forbidden, there are feveral 
game at which you may lofe from 15 to 20,000 florins at a fitting. 

Priace Rohan *, who fome time fince was amballador from France here, endeavoured 
t> vie in expence with the inhabitants of the place, but, befides getting confiderably into 
d_ bt, he was obliged to confefs at going away, that though a man fpends his money with 
more tafte at Paris, a great deal more may be {pent at Vienna. Itis, indeed, very true, 
that they {pend their moncy without talte or enjoyment, and feveral-of them would do 
beiter to throw half their incomes out of window, and fet the populace a {crambling for 
them, for they would have as much pleafure themfelves. At Paris every man has fome 
branch of ceconomy, fomething upon which he faves, that he may afford to be expenfive 
upén other occafions. There is likewife fome difcernment fhewn in the choice of plea- 
fures, and the poor, the arts, and even the native country, come in for fome fhare of the 
expence ; [ut here all is idle pomp and magnificence. Aridft the wretched fcenes ex- 
hibited by the mixture of fuperfluity and «ifery at Paris, the friend of mankind recol- 
IeGs that there is a Beaumont and a Curé de St. Sulpice, who divide among the indigent 
a great part of the fuperiluities of the rich But here there is no fource of confolation 
for the old, and often fick béggar, who fliks into the coffee-houfes and beer-houfes at 
dufk to procure alms, wlulit the great fpend upon a fingle meal, what would feed a pri- 
vate family for a year. x 

"The arts enjoy as little from the riches of this place as the poor do; almoft all the 
palaces and gardens befpeak nothing but a taftelels profufion ; and as to collections of 
pictures, L have feen none but the Lichtenflein gallery that deferves any notice. It is 
true, indecd, that this may {iand in the place of many ; it confilts of fix hundred pieces 
by the bet matters, and js divided into twelve rooms, which havea magnificent appear- 
ance, but then this is all that is to be feen befides the imperial colle€tion. 

1 had forgot to mention one trait exceedingly charaéteriftic of the country. In fome 
houfes, the maflers of which affett to live in the highelt ftyle, it is cuftemary, when an 
entertainment is given, to provide dofes of tartar emetick, and fet them in an adjoining 
room; thither the guefts retire when they happen to be too full, empty themtelves, and 
return to the company again as if nothing had happencd. 

Muficis the enly thing for which the nobility fhew a tafte; feveral of them have pri- 
vate bands of muficians, and all the public concerts atteft, that this branch of the arts is 
in the ereateft efteem here. You may bring together four or five large orcheftras, 
which are all incomparable. ‘he number of private virtuofi is fmall, but there is no 
finer orcheftra cf mufic in the world. I have heard thirty or forty inftruments pley to- 
gether, all hich gave fo juft, fo clear, and fo precife a found, that you would have 
thought you heard orly a {rgle very trong inflrument; a fingle fircke gave life to all 
the violins, anda fingle blafi to all the wind inflruments. An Englifhman, by whom 1 
chanced to fit, was altonifhed not to bear in a whole opera, I will not fay a fingie diffo- 
nance, but one hally ftroke, one too long paufe, onc too loud blaft. ‘Though jut! come 
out of Ttaly he was enrcptured with the juflnefs and the clearncfs of the harmony, 
There are about four hundred muficians here, who divide themfelves into particular fo- 
cieties, and often lebour together during a long courle ef years. Ona particular day 
of the year they have a general concert ior the benefit of muficians’ widows; 1 have 
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been affured, that the four hundred play together as diftin€tly, as cleanly, and as juttly 
as when there are only from twenty to thirty. This is certainly the only concert o! the 
kind in the world. 

One of the moft pleafing fights 1 have feen here was that of the lemonade booths in 
the fummerevenings. They put upa large ient in fome of the public parts of the town, 
yound it are fevéral hundred itools, which are occupied by the ladizs and gentlemen of 
the place. At fome diftance there isa band of mufic ; 3 the wonderful mufic, the feitive 
filence, and the familiarity which night diffufes over every thing, have all of them an 
unfpeakable good effect, 

‘Yo fee the equipages of Vienna, you mutt go to a fire-work on the 
mer time. The Prater is a wood of oaks and beeches on an ifland of 
the city. Towards the entrance, under the trees, there are about th! 
with chairs and tabt. C8, in which you meet with ali kinds of refretha. 
conftantly reforted to by day; but to fee it in its fplendor, your 
about twelve thouland people aflemble and take their {upper un ‘Tuvan 
the entrance of the night, on a given fignal, they flock to the mead rounded with 
1 trees, in which the {peétacle is exhibited. Directly oppofite to the firework is a 
ma nificent amphithesrre filled with feveral hundreds of ladics, whofe high painted 

heeks, rich jewels, avd light {ummer clothes, have an unfpeakable good cfiee. ‘The 
pit betwixt.the amphitheatre and the firework is filled as full as it can hold with men. 
At the conclufion of the feftival a moft extraordinary fight takes place; a row, of from 
twelve to fifteen hundred coaches, pheetons, and other four whecled equipages, goes 
from the wood to the city, in fo direct and clofe a line, that when they ftop, tae beam of 
the hinder carriages are clofe upon the cheft of the fore ones; the confequence of which 
is, that as they go only in full trot, or gallop, many of the carriages are broke, and the 
people in them expofed to the utmoft danger: moft of thefe are gentlemen’s coaches, 
with four or fix horfes to them; the number of thefe in this place are at leaft three thou- 
fand five hundred; theve are about five hundred hackney coaches, and about three 
hundred coaches that are let out. Notwithftanding the, number of equipages on this 
occafion, there is hardly ever the leaft diforder ; the foot-paffengers have their road, 
which no coachman dares to break in upon. ‘The bridge betwixt the fuburb of Leopold 
and the Prater, in which the preffure is ftronge(ft, is divided into four parts; the two 
outerinott of thefe are for the foot-paffengers, and the innermoft for the coaches ; that 
is, one for thofe who are going trom, and another for thofe who are coming to the city. 
‘This orderis kept up thr ough ‘the wood and on the cb ujeé in the fuburb, till you come 
to the city, and fome c: ear -aljicres ride to and fro with drawn fabres to fee that the order 
be obferve d. ‘There is no inftance of an accident having happened at the time of a fef- 
tivity 5- all che cafualties that take place through the neglect ot coachmen, happen in the 
daily bufinefs of the city; there are, however, never above {even people driven over in 
a year, whereas at Paris we reckon there are twenty. 

As to the firework itleif, 1 fet it far above all t!.e amufements of this place, not ex- 
cepting the national theatre itfelf. M. Stuwer, who was the artificcr, whole works I faw,. 
under{tands it thoroughly ; he exhibits whole gardens, large palaces, anc temples, in 
due perfpective, with all their different fhades of colour, and almoft as larze as the Hfe. 
His machines are particularly large and beautiful, and often make from fix fo ebght 
fronts, from fifty to fixty feet long. At the opening of the exhibition, th.y let off fe- 
veral hundred rockets, which fly up with a noife like thinder, ihake tue whoie forelt, 
and make it light as at noon day, A few years ago he had a rival called Girer: dolini, 


who, in the eftimation of all connoiffeurs, had much more merit than himfelf, but was 
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» the vidim of the bigotry of the public, Girandolini, who, as a ftranger, had more 
difficulty to combat with, than the other, was obliged to uncommon exertions to 
obtain money, to do as much as Stuwer. He had a great number of labourers 
at work during the whole {pring and winter, but in thefummer, on the day announc- 
ed for the exhibition, there happened a great thunder ftorm, which fpoiled all he had 
‘done. His difappointment led him to ufe imprecations, and he was dilcouraged as an 
atheift. 

The Aucarien is likewife one of the fommer.amufements, at which you may mect 
with all the fine world. This isa large park, which ftands%n the fame ifland of the Da- 
aiube as the Prater does, and is to the eaft of it; it is a work of the Emperor’s, who, 
as the infcription over the door {tates, has opened it, as a friend of mankind, for a place 
of relaxation to all mankind. It is, however, vifited only by the higher orders ; the 
people who fee it is not made for them, voluntarily exclude themfelves + it is aftonifhing 
in how fhort a time this park is become what it is. The Emperor, who is determined 
to fee his work complete, fpares for neither pains or expence to procure trees half 
‘grown, and full grown from the moft diflant part of the globe. Though there are a 
great variety of different trees and fhrubs, and the walks have all the beauties that one 
‘can defire, there is a regularity and uniformity in the.whole, which makes it like a true 
Englith gardea. A very broad arm of the Danube, which wafhes its banks, gives it a 
yreat deal of life. The mott pleafing perfpective in the whole is that of a large foreft 
an perfpective, which has been cut through on the other fide of the river, and is 
bounded by the diftant hills of Moravia, which flit about it like light clouds, ‘There is 
‘a magnificent pavilion, in which is a billiard-table and refrefhments ofall kinds. Thole 
who with to fee this place in full beauty, muft viGt it in the height of fummer in the 
morning. Thecuftom has prevailed for fome years paft, of coming here to drink mi. 
neral waters; thefe, it is true, are fetched from upwards of a hundred miles diftance, 
atid-can therefore do no great good, nor is there any need of it, for the invalids are moft 
-of them very well, and only come here to enjoy the eafe and freedom which obtain at 
Spa, Pyrmont, and other water-drinking places. Here all ranks, particularly the no- 
bleffe and the literati mix together ; the ladies drink that they may thew themfelves in 
negligés, and the men drink becaufe the ladies are not fo {tiff in negligés as they are when 
full dreffed. 

There are feveral other places of public refort in this town ; that which is moft ge. | 
nerally vifited is the Rempart, which, though expofed to a very warm fun, is almoft al- 
ways full. ‘The middling people cannot go tochurch in the afternoon, without taking 
‘a turn round the Rempart, which takes them up an hour ; thofe of higher ranks walk 
to fhew their dogs, which in this place only are fafe from horfes andtarriages. Hounds 
are a great article of luxury here; the fine folks endeavour to outdo each other in 
them ; at prefent the little Pomeranian breed is all the mode; one of them either fhow 
white, or coal black, and with a tharp fnout, will fetch from ten to fifteen ducats. Prince 
X, gave twenty-five ducats for one ; every man who fets up at all for ton, muft have 
his /piffchen, which is here the proper name of the dag... ‘lhe peafants, who are the 
better tor this folly, have built a dog-market adjoining to the poultry-market. 

The garden of the Belvedere in the fuburb of Rennevig, formerly in the poflefion of 
Prince Eugene, is likewife at prefent a public walk; the garden has nothing particular 
about it; but the palace, both on account of its builder, and its admirable_fituation, is 
one of the moft remarkable places in the town ; from the balcony on the terrace, you 
command a view over the whole town, and all thecountry round. Some years ago the 
imperial pi@tures were moved hither; the gallery confifts of twenty-two large rooms 5 
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the lower ftory is tenanted entirely by Italian mafters. The beft pi€ture is a Cupid in the 
act of drawing his bow, by Corregio. It was bought for 18,000 ducats, by the Empe- 
ror Charles VI. but with many other pictures had been entirely negleéted and trodden 
under foot, fo that part of it was entirely fpoilt, but what remains ts Corregio ftill, The 
upper ftory is tenanted by the Flemith matters, who, as in duty bound, do not keep com- 
pany with the Italians. ‘The gallery is open to every body three days in the week. 

About a mile and a half from the city, ina fenny hollow, you meet with Schonbrurm, 
the fummer refidence of the Emprefs, but where the confined profpect and bad air did 
not allow me to flay two days. The palace is immenfe, built in a truly great flyle ; 
the furniture, too, is truly imperial; there is one room furnifhed with tapelltry from the 
Gobelins, that colt 300,000 guilders; here too is the menagerie of wild beafts, fo delight. 
fully fang by Mctaftafio. ‘he moft remarkable I faw, was a true elephant of the large 
breed from India; it was fent as a prefent from the Stadtholder, who gave 10,0¢0 guil- 
ders for it. On an eminence behind the palace the Emperor has built a /a/a rerrena in 
the ancient ftylc, with two rows of pillars on each fide. This points out the fpot where 
his mother fhould have built, if fhe had chofen to have had a fine profpect and good 
aiv, When the Emprefs is here, fhe fees only capuchins and old court ladies. This is 
likewifea place of public amufement, as the garden is always open, as is the palace alfo, 
at all fuch times as the Emprefs is not there. 

‘rhe Kalteberg, which lies on the Danube, about three miles from the city, pleafed me 
infinitely more; the way to it is through a wonderfully well cultivated country. At 
fome diftance to the left, on the flope of the hill, and under fome very old oaks, you fee 
field marfhal Lacy’s elegant villa, with his Englifh garden. By degrees you gain a thick 
foreft on the brow of the hill; on the top of this ftands the Camaldeuleufe convent, in 
the fineft point of view youcan imagine. Under fome trees before the convent, area 
table and fome benches, where the ladies, who cannot vifit the infide of the monaftery, 
without fpecial permiffion from the archbifhop, are entertained till their friends return. 
Every monk has his own feparate hut, with a little garden belonging to it. To the outer 
cell there is a terrace which looks over a perpendicular precipice into the Danube, and 
commands a profpect of which a monk of this fort is quite unworthy. You have the 
whole city like a ground plot under your feet; you think you hear the conftant hum in 
it, and your eye carries you over this part of Auftria, as far as to the borders of Hun- 
gary and Moravia. The majeftic Danube winds through an immenfe plain; at fome 
diftance it confiderably widens, and, being covered with no woods or elevations, cafts a 
filver appearance on the landfcape. ‘To your right, the wood crowned hill you are upon 
gradually decreafes to the fuburbs, whillt to the left it ftretches its high neck along the . 
Danube, to where, at three miles diftance, you fee the golden hill of Enferfdorf, which 
produces one of the beft Auftrianwines. ‘he numberlefs fine villages, the blue hills 
fwirnming on the horizon, and all the various afpects of wood and water, diffi:fe a de- 
light, which in:preffed me to fuch a degree, that I could not help comnyunicating my en- 
thufiafm to the monk, who was near me. ‘* Happy,” fays I, ‘* muft be that brother 
who inhabits the outer ccll.’”? “ No,” faid he, “ we are not of your opinion, none of 
ufe chufe to live in it, for it is too much expofed to the winds, and is as cold again as 
any other.” In a moment the man brought me out of my enthufiafm. - You know I 
am one of thofe, who in fummer never think of winter, and who hate nothing more than 
to be forced to fee the ugly fide of things, be they as natural as they may, whilft 1 am 
taken up with the beautiful ones. After having feen all that the monks had to fhew, 
hair fhirts and all, we gave them money to fay a mafs for us, and haftened to our ladies 
under the trees. We had fent before us a cold collation, and fome bottles of Shum- 
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laver and St, Jorger. The day was fine, and the ladies in good humour, fo that I do 
not know whether we might nota lite prophane the entrance to the holy place. ‘This 
pilgrimage was undertaken in the firft days of my arrival here, but I have often been at 
the place fince, and have found pleafure there, even in bad weather. 

‘Lhere are feveral other public places, amongit which you may reckon Mount Calvarie, 
and other places of devotion, which are vifited by the young people of both fexes, 
i ao maven from motives of piety, as becaufe they are protected from the infpection of 
the police. 


LETTER XXVUI. 
Picnna, 

THE prefent court pofleffes feveral valuable collections, all of which are as much as 
pofiible open to the public. The imperial cabinet of medals hath fcarce its equal in the 
world; there are twenty-two thoufand ancient coins; the modern coins are extremely 
valuable; likewife a very valuable, and to thofe who with to ftudy the hiftory of the 
nmviddle ages, a very precious part of this collection, is that which confifts of all the coins 
and medals from Charlemaine to this time.’ The thought was Charles the Vith’s, but 
the colleétion owes its exiftence to the Emperor Francis, who laid out great {yms upon 
it. I fay nothing to you of the feveral other rich colleétions of natural hiftory, mathe- 
matical inftruments, &c. &c. but, that like every thing the court pofleffes, they are 
open to every body, without the leaft trouble. But the library is one of the molt pre- 
cious in the world. It confiits of more than three hundred thoufand volumes, twelve 
thoufand of which are valuable manufcripts. The building in which they are preferved 
is one of the handfomeit in the town. It is open every morning till twelve o’clock, 
for all perfons who choofe to come. ‘They are turnifhed with tables, chairs, pen, ink, 
and paper; a fecretary looks in the catalogue for the books wanted, which are imme- 
diately taken down from the fhelves by fome livery fervants belonging to the court. 
‘There are fires in the room all the winter. None of the fervants are allowed to take 
any thing. When once you are acquainted with the librariaas, one of whom :s always 
in a room adjoining, it is not fo difficult to obtain prohibited books as has been pre- 
tended. Mr. Pilati, indeed, in his travels, fays, that you cannot havea good book with- 
out the archbifhop’s permiffion; but J myfelf read the Hiftory of the Council of Trent, 
and all Machiavel’s works through, without any leave. 

Exclufive of the court library, there are feveral other public places where people may 
read. ‘The bookfeller Trattnern once took it into his head to have a learned coffee- 
houfe in his great palace. He promifed to provide the fubfcribers with all the newf, 
papers, periodicai publications, and pamphlets, in all the living languages. If this pro-’ 
ject had ‘been properly followed, it might have proved the foundation of an academy, or 
learned fociety ; but the fubfcribers foon faw that Trattnern had no view but what re- 
garded his own pocket. This Mr. ‘Trattnern compels the profeffors to fell him their 
manufcripts, and pays them not a farthing for them. He conceives himfelf to have this 
privilece as bookfeller to the court, and exercifes an intolerable tyranny over all the 
bookleilers and Jiterati of the place. Notwithftanding the high tone he affects, he does 
not {eruple to defcend to the lowe{t meanneffes. He prints over again, with the impe- 
rial privilege, works which have been already printed with this privilege in the other 
parts of Germany. ‘They fay he has perfuaded the Emprels, that let a book be ever fo 
luccefsful, the bookfeller gets nothing by it, if he pays the expence of printing; fo that 
befide giving him the copy, fhe often pays the whole expence of printing the books we 
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takes an intereft in; but though Trattnern flatters her foibles in many refpedts, there is 
not a perfon in Vienna who difobeys ber orders more ftrenuoufly. If you will pay him 
enough for them, he will procure you all prohibited books, even the moft feandalous ; 
and thefe are the only books which the generality cares for; for it is not as with us, where 
you meet with Aconte/quieu’s Spirit of Laws, Voltaire’s Univerfal Hiftory, and Rouffeaws 
Social Contraé?, in the hands of people who make no pretences fo literature. Here are 
many literati who know nothing of thefe, and the like books, which they leave entirely 
to the higher nobility, and fome of the officers. What fucceeds moft here is buffoonery, 
and even the bettermoft part of the reading public, is fatisfied witlyplays, romances, and 
fairy-tales. I know a dozen young men of letters, as thefe creatures here call them- 
felves, who have read nothing fince they came from fchool, but German and French 
poets. I was once tempted to go round the table of the public library-to fee what the 
readers were einployed in ; two or three out of about four and twenty were reading an- 
cient writers, one was reading Sully’s Memoirs, and all the reft had either romances, or 
were looking over fuch books as the Mu/ewm Florentinum, and the defcriptions of the 
Antiquities at Herculaneum, for the fake of the prints. I mult, however, make one ob- 
fervation ‘.. honour of the Hungarians; thefe generally call for the feveral hiftorians of 
their own country, and they appeared to me to read them with an animation that befpoke 
the freedom of their government. May it not be owing to this difference of govern- 
ment, that the Hungarians, as I have generally obferved, have more patriotifm, and 
confequently care more for the hiftory of their native country than the Auftrians do? 
Thave not found one of all the latter who bad a tafte for any fuch thing. 

After what I have been faying, it is not extraordinary that the focieties of this count 
fhould be as dead as they are. The fubjeét of the theatre is foon exhaulted, after whic 
there is nothing left but the news of the day, and trifling obfervations. It is only the 
women who keep up the converfation at all; thefe have infinitely more wit, vivacity, 
and knowledge of all kinds of things, than the men. In feveral houfes I was in, the 
men had nothing to fay after the firft quarter of an hour, but their wives and daughters 
kept'up the converfation with great chearfulnefs. It is very true, that their fund con. 
fifts only of the news of the day, but the news gives rife to remarks, and remarks give 
rife to obfervations and debates that often prove very interefting ; with the men there is 
not even this refource, for they are too ftupid even for this. 

The women of this place are handfome and well made, but they have nd colour, and 
their faces are not interefting. They are eafy and lively in their moticns, their gait, 
and their fpeech. ‘They are more compofed, more determined, and more manly than 
the French women, but not fo heroic as the Englifh. I cannot give you a better idea 
them than by telling you they are between French and Englifh. here are no great 
beauties here, nor any very ugly women. They have not yet imitated our country wo- 
men in their winter-drefs, which continues to be of Polanaifes, trimmed with very ex- 
penfive furs, which reach down to the feet. As thefe dreffes have no high pockets, are 
open at the brealt, and fall eafily about the lower part of the body, they are favourable 
to the fhape, and remind us of the Greek fimplicity. A tinge of fuperttition, peculiar 
to the women of this place, is united to great fenfibility of heart, and rather tends toine 
creafe, than to reprefs love, friendfhip, and benevolence. Moore has made fome good 
obfervations upon this fubje&t, but nothing gives a better idea of the thing, than feeing 
a lady befpeak maffes in a convent, and give alms, with a wifh that God may recover her 
fick Cicifbeo. 

The Cicifbeat is upon the fame footing here as in Italy ; it fubfifts among the great as 
a mode that has been once eftablifhed ; the poor take it up as a matter of trade; and it 
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~ is only amongft the merchants and manufadturers that you meet with any inftances of 
jealoufy. Icannot forbear giving you a droll inftgnce of the effects of this, which took 
place fome years ago. Aman of tafhion having been rather too frequent in his vifits to 
a rich tradefman’s wife; the hufband, who was difpleafed with the intercourfe, took 
the following method of putting a ftop to it: one morning, when he knew the lovers 
were together, he ordered all his fervants to be in waiting with flambeaux on the ftairs; 
he then ftepped into the room, and told his excellency, that his fervants were come to 
light him home; the other was exceedingly furprifed, but affected not to underftand 
him ; upon which the merchant immediately took him by the arm, and led him very 
ceremonioufly down ftairs; here the fervants, armed with their flambeaux, furrounded 
him on all fides, and led him into the middle of the ftreet in broad day light; the tradef- 
man in the mean time ftanding upon the fteps of his houfe making bow upon bow, and 
under the pretence of recommending himlelf to the nobleman’s cultom, fhouting out his 
name as loud as he could. * 

You feldom hear of any extraordinary inftances of impropriety and indecency in this 
place. Confidering the ftate of the country, it is not extraordinary, that a tafte for 
pleafure fhould be fo prevalent as it is, it having certainly more food here-than any 
where elfe. ‘The number of poor is much fmaller than at Paris, and probably, than at 
London. Every thing, even the clothing of the loweft fervant maid, befpeaks a great 
degree of affluence. ‘I'he prodigality of the higher nobility, the many, and great ap- 
pointments paid by the court, and the extenfive commerce of the middling claffes, 
greatly affifts the circulation of money. The conftant circulation of the town is elti- 
mated at-twelve million of imperial guilders, or 12,0001. fterling. The expence of liv- 
ing is likewife lefs than it is any where elfe, and Vienna is probably the only town in 
which the price of the neceffaries of life is not equal to the quantity of gold in circula- 
tion. This arifes from the great want of money in the neighbouring Hungary. You 
have good wine here for three kreutzers the bottle, and a very good dinner for twelve. 
I know a ¢raiteur, who for thirteen fols a head, furnifhes a table d’ hote, confilling of ve- 
getables, broiled meat, a pudding, or roaited calf’s-liver, and beef; the bread and a gill 
of wine are included: in a word, the man with the forty crowns might live here very 
well, but if he has more, he will certainly be tempted to fpend it. The more nature 
gives, the more neceflities men make to themfelves, and fhe is fo profufe here, that they 
of courfe become fo too. The infinite number of richly penfioned dependants of the: 
court, the numerous nobility, and the many ftrangers who come here only for amufe- 
ment, know no other pleafure, than to followit wherefoever it leads. Riches, idlenefs, 
and the liberality of nature, muft render a people diflipated, whofe religion is the oppo» 
fite to frugality, and whofe governors cannot give their fpirits any other occupation. 

The commerce of this country is now extremely flourifhing ; but it was a long time 
before the Auftrians knew hew to enjoy the advantages which nature had provided them 
with. Notwithftanding they,were mafters of one of the largeft rivers in the world, 
which carries fhips upwards of feventy German miles before it comes to them; and after- 
wards opens them a way into the Levant and Black Sea; there was no fpirit of trade 
among them till the laf! Emperor’s time. It is true, Charles the Sixth had done what 
he could to promote this fpirit throughout the whole of his dominions, but though his 
attempts had been fuccefsful in other places, he met with a difappointment in the dutchy . 
of Auitria and the capital, for the nobility of thefe places ftill confidered merchants as a 
kind of brute beafts; and the jefuits kept the proteftants, who in the fequel, did moft 
for induftry, either entirely at a diftance, or were fure to crufh them, when they found 
means ta creepin. ‘The court, in fhort, contra&ted many debts, and its credit grew too 
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weak to afford any fubftantial fupport to thofe who needed its affiftance. The Emperor 
Francis, having reftored the finances, was himfelf a merchant, and by degrees the no- 
bility began to look upon the induftrious merchant with a fomewhat lefs degree of con- 
tempt. Still, however, a great deal was referved for the prefent Emperor, whofe popu- 
larity, and averfion to old prejudices, are in no inftance more confpicuous than in this. 
He introduces ingenious artifts and merchants into the firft focieties. It is true, indeed, 
that thofe who think all merit confifts in birth and external appearance, neglect nothing 
to make the plebeian feel he is out of his element; but a word from the menarch fets all 
to rights, and the more the nobleffe dilturb themfelves, the more Jofeph is fure o take 
opportunities of humbling their pride. Some years ago, when he was at Prague, he 
came into a large company, leading a citizen’s wife by the hand; all the ladies imme- 
diately began to flare, but he took no farther notice of it, than by going down with her 
the only dance he danced. 

After all, commerce would not be very flourifhing, had not the clogs it was under, 
when the Monarch’s confeffor was the director of all the departments in the flate, been 
taken off, and were it not moftly in the hand of ftrangers. 

‘The facility with which fo many foreign families make large fortunes, is a public and 
ftriking inftance of how much they furpafs the natives in aétivity and underftanding. 
‘The baron de Fries, the court banker, a Mbulbaufe by birth, who had no capital, has 
become, in an incredible fhort time, one of the firft bankers in Europe. He is worth 
at leaft four imillions of guilders. Moft of the principal manufaCturers and merchants 
come from Suabia, Franconia, Saxony, and other parts of Germany. The citizens of 
Nurenburg, Augfburg, Ulm, Lindaw, and other cities, meet here with a refuge from 
the tyranny, which every day more and more obtains in their own countries. Mott of 
them have made their fortunes by good fenfe, induftry, and efpecially by that frugality . 
which fo effentially diftinguifhes them from the natives. ‘There is no doubt, but that the 
{trangers, and efpecially the proteftants, will likewife make a flourifhing place of Triefte. 

With all this, however, trade is fill far below what it might be; but it makes great 
ftrides every day. It is faid, there are already above a hundred filk weavers’ looms in 
the place. There are alfo plufh and cotton manufactures, and foreign trade is carried 
on with Auftrian and Hungarian wines, Bohemian and Moravian linens (which go by 
Triefte into Italy, Spain, Portugal, and Turkey,) wrought and unwrought iron, fteel 
and copper, leather, china, and other articles; thefe produce feveral millions. All this 
the government protects fo heartily, that it has always a fund ready for the encourage- 
ment of the enterprizing and difcreet projector. ‘This fund it lends out without intereft 
for five, fix, or even ten years, after which it receives intereft gradually from one to 
two or three per cent. 

From thefe beginnings great advantages‘ are, no doubt, to be expected in the next 
generation, when, inftead of being proud of their debts, the nobility fhall deign to be in 
company with a rich trader, and inftead of reafoning on a bill of fare, will converfe with 
him on the profits of the year; but education muit firft be thoroughly reformed, for 
whilfl it is trafted to French abbés and chambermaids, all that is done for trade is but 
patch-work. 

‘There is bad news about the town ; a few days ago the Emprefs returned indifpofed 
from a country expedition, and this indifpofition is now become a ferious diforder. The 
phyficians fear an inflammation in the lungs, which, from the frequent changes of the 
weather, is the common illnefs of this place. I hope to begin my next letter in better 
fpirits than I finith this, Fare thee well. * 
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LETTER XXIX. 
. ; Vienna. 
ITV is paft, and the great Therefa, who, with all her weakneffes, was one of the greateft 
monarchs that ever fat on the throne, is no more. —I will fay nothing to you of the 
grief of her fubjects, nor of the pompoufnels of her funeral, nor of the mighty attend. 
ance that followed her to her grave; all thefe you will fee in the public prints, It was well 
known that, either from the weaknefs natural to old people, or the apprehenfion that 
her fucceflor might make innovations fhe difapproved, fhe had long looked upon death 
with fome kind of fear and terror. This made her wifh to avoid it, as it drew near; 
but when fhe found this impoffible, religion fhewed itfelf in its full luftre, and, though 
conquered, the Emprefs was {till the heroine. She converfed for feveral hours together 
with her fon, and employed her cares about her family. Yo the laft inftant fhe was 
the beft of mothers. ‘I'he fucceffor, on his part, though at the time of life when all the 
paffions are at the higheft, and though he felt himfelf on the eve not only of poffefling 
a large empire, but of being free from the controul he had hitherto met with in his 
mott favourite projeéts, was in this moment only a fon. He forgot every thing elfe, 
and could only weep for a mother, with the value of whofe heart he was acquainted. 

‘The family affe@tion that obtains in the imperial houfe is very remarkable. I muft lay be- 
fore you fome paflages that fet this amiable princefs’s charatter in a very (trong point of 
view, No ftranger to the pleafures of virtuous love, fhe withed her children to enjoy them, 
but would have them enjoy them in the bounds impofed by virtue and religion, With thele 
views fhe had given a free confent to her daughter’s marriage with a portioned prince of the 
houfe of Saxony, though contrary to the Emperor’s inclination, who was afraid of the im- 
perial houfe being burthened with too many dependants. Upon the fame principle, when 
ber fon Maximilian was made coadjutor of the ‘Teutonic order, and in confequence obliged 
to take a vowof chattity, fhe obtained a difpenfation for him from the Pope, incafe he thould 
ever choofe to leave the order and marry. Nor was it her fault that her other two daugh- 
ters were not married, as nothing would have made her fo happy as to fee herfelf fur- 
rounded with a numerous train of grand-children. Another trait of the fame kind was 
her retaining the truly maternal love of her children, however elevated or however dif- 
tant they were from her. As a proof of this, fhe would frequently write both to the 
Queens of France and Naples, letters not only filled with the belt of advice, but when 
there was occafion for them, with the tendereft motherly reproofs. She would often 
reprove the Emperor in company for trifles, after he had come to the imperial crown. 
This authority, however, which fhe preferved over all her children to the laft inftant of 
her life, was fo tempered with true affection, that it difpleafed none of thofe over whom 
it wasexercifed. Her happieft hours ufed to be thofe in which fhe received letters from 
the courts of Verfailles, Parma, Naples, and Milan. ‘Then fhe would fhut herfelf up in 
her clofet, with her moft intimate friends, and pour into their bofoms the pleafure of 
being the mother of fo fine an offspring. 

The Archduke governor of Milan, and the Duke of Saxe Tefchen, whom the Em- 
peror is wont to call his very dear relations, will feel her lofs very feverely, as they 
‘cannot but fuffer from the ceconomy which the Emperor is fo rigid a mafter of even 
towards himfelf. 

Since the Emprefs’s death is known, you may obferve a wonderful change in the faces 
and adtions of the priefts and court attendants. ‘The prelates, who a few days fince 
rode over the bellies.of the people in the ftreets, now fneak about chop-fallen, and the 
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courtiers feem to be buried in thought how to pay their debts. But before I indulge 
myfelf in conjetures on what is to come, I will lay before you the prefent flate of the 
country as the Emprefs left it. . 

‘The Houfe of Hapfburg Loraine, new ranks as one of the greateft powers in Europe ; 
the only rivals of its greatnefs are Ruffia, France, and Great Britain’, but at the begin- 
ning of this century, and till the time it belonged to the late Emprefs, it was one of the 
middling powers of Europe, and it required all the ftrength of England, und all the 
money of Holland, to fupport it, whenever it attempted to take any great part in bufi- 
nefs. Even at ihe time when the fun did not fet in its dominions, it was not as formi- 
dable as it is now; at length the lofs of fo many kingdoms and provinces taught it, that 
the ftrength of a ftate does not fo much confift in the quantity of its internal power, as 
in the ufes it is able to make of it.- A great man, who ferved it at a time when it was 
ftillin poffeffion of Alfatia, Naples, Sicily, and feveral other countries, compared it toa 
pyramid, which {tands upon its point, and totters by the weaknefs of its principal part. 
The pyramid is now fomething lighter, but it ftands, as nature intended it fhould, on its 
own proper foundation, firm and unfhaken, 

If all the Auftrian dominions lay together, they would contain a larger extent of 
country than France. Hungary, with Tranfylvania, Croatia, Sclavonia, Temefwar, and 
part of Dalmatia, contains 4760 fquare miles; Bohemia goo, Moravia, with part of Si- 
lefia, 430; the circle of Auftria, Styria, and the Dukedom, with Carynthia, the Ukraine, 
the country belonging to Aultria in Suabia, the Earldom of Falkenitein, the newly ac- 
qired part of Bavaria, and part of Frioul, 2200; the Netherlands, 500; the poffeffions 
of Lombardy, 200; the kingdoms of Galicia and Lodomeria, together with Buckovina, 
which has been taken from the Turks, 14c0}; in all 10,360 {quare miles ; whereas, 
France hardly contains 10,000. You will fay, the difference is not very grear—it is 
not; but when the expected junctions of Tufcany, and the Modenefe are made, it will 
be worth attending to. _ As to natural bleffings, they have been beftowed {till more 
plentifully here than in France ; for there are no luxuries to be met with in the latter 
which fome countries belonging to the Emperor do, or may not produce, wine, oil, and 
filk not excepted; and as to matters of prime neceffity, fuch as corn and cattle, they 
would be able to furnifh half France with them, after providing their own people. The 
feveral ores too, which are found in the hills round Hungary, in the Tyrol, Carinthia, 
Carniola, and Styria, are of as much profit to the country, as thofe of Portuguefe and 
Spanith America to their poffeffors; fo that if there was only fuch a féa coait as ours, 
and the country was improved to what it might be, no doubt it would be a fourth richer 
than France ; but our fortunate fituation, the waters we command on all fides, and the 
navigable rivers, which carry out our exports from the moft remote parts of the couns 
try, give an advantage which is not to be difputed. 

Hungary is, without doubt, the richeft part of the Auftrian dom/aions ;—it not only 
pofteffes every thing that is produced in the other countries, but féeds them with its overs 
flow, and excels them as much in the quality, as in the quantity of what it produces; 
but here we have great occafion to cbferve the truth of that axiom, that the more na- 
tuire does for man, the lefs he commonly does for himfelf. The inhabitant of the Swifs 
mountains extracts his fuftenance from his nakednefs, and has changed wildernefles into 

cultivated and inhabited ands; the Hollander has turned ihe muddy fands of the Rhine 
‘and Maefe, what the fea is conftanily difputing with him, into a garden, while the ex- 
cellent groundsin Hungary {till lie waite. I believe, that at Vienna, they think that the 
plenty Hungary is able to export, is owing to its own poptlation; but it is not fo; for 
were it three times as much peopled as it is, if would export in much greater plenty Mill, 
if 
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if the cultivation was what it is in the greateft part of Suabia. As things now are, not 
only a great part of this fruitful land is uncultivated, but even that which is cultivated is 
not turned to near the advantage it might. In this country they know nothing of arti- 
ficial cultivation, fuch as dunging in a cheap way, the mixture of different earths, and 
the ufe of chalky clay to manure, though parts of the country produce this laft commo- 
dity in great abundance. They fuffer, at leaft more than half the ground there is need 
for, to lay fallow. Their common way of threfhing, is by driving oxen over the corn, 
by which half of it is left for ftraw. When you are travelling through this country, 
you think yourfelf going over a wild, though you are in fact upon abottom, which with 
very little trouble would produce fifty, fixty, or even one hundred fold. The roads 
are of an immenfe breadth, and the fields adjoining them of fo little value, that the 
pottillions drive through them, without the leaft ceremony, whenever a little mud or 
rain in the highway reminds them of its being more convenient. 

The inhabitants exgufe their bad farming by the little value which grain bears, and 
fay, that if their harvelts were ten times greater, they fhould gain nothing by them. 
There may be fome truth in this, but the fault is certainly owing originally to a bad 
government. ‘The value of grain would undoubtedly increafe with an increafed popu- 
lation; and if the farmer had fuflicient encouragement, the land might be put to other 
ules befides the growing of grain. They already grow a great deal of tobacco, faffron, 
and other valuable articles; but there are numberlefs others which might be produced, 
if, what you will fcarce believe, government did not rather feek to difcourage, than pro- 
mote agriculture. 

The exportation of the Hungarian wines, one of the richeft products of the country, 
and which, ifit were free, would foon ruin the fale of the French wines in the North, 
is clogged with innumerable obftructions. Thefe the legiflature impofes under the 
idea, that if once they did not exift, the trade of the Auftrian wines would be ruined. 
The difcouragement in confequence has been carried to fuch a height, that not long 
fince there exifted a law, that no quantity of Hungarian wine fhould be exported with- 
out exporting fo much Auttrian wine with it. This, no doubt, fuits the Auftrian no- 
bility who have eftates with vines upon them; but it is feeding the little finger at the 
expence of the whole body; for, as none but thofe who can afford to pay exorbitantly 
for their drink will buy the Auftrian wines, the confequence is, that, except a few of 
the rich nobility, France fupplies all the North, which otherwife would take its wine 
from Hungary. ‘Nor does the evil end here; the Hungarian peafant, who is oppreffed 
by his lord, feeks to drown his forrow in the cup, which he either makes himfelf, or 
can buy in moft places for two, three, or four creutzer the bottle. ‘The confequence 
of this is, that men who in their youth are plump, ruddy, and feemingly built for ever, 
grow pale, emaciated, and dwarfifh, and begin to droop after thirty, fo that the popu- 
Jation is already much diminifhed, and would grow lefs and lefs, if it were not for the 
acceffion of foreigners. It is partly owing to this, and partly to the want of education, 
that many traéts of the country have the exaét appearance of American lands, and, 
were it not that you fee no fcalps or enemies fkulls to drink out of, you would often 
think yourfelf in company with fo many Cherokees. The tax on Hungarian tobacco, 
when exported, is no lefs hurtful to the agriculture of this country. Certainly the 
farmers of this part of the revenue in the Auftrian dominions ought to have it in com- 
mand to import fuch a proportion of Hungarian tobacco, with all they import from other 

laces. 
: There is no country in the world which has a greater variety of inhabitants than Hun- 
gary. The ancient pofleflors of the country were partly Tartars and partly Sclavonians, 
9 Amongtit 
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Amongft the former we may reckon the Hungarians, now properly fo called, the 
Cumanians, the Seclers and the Yatfigers. ‘Their manners and appearance plainly 
. fhew that they are of kin to the Calmucks, and defcendants of the old Scythians. Their 
deep eyes, angular cheek bones, and yellow fkins, diftinguifh them from the Sclavoni- 
ans, who befides are whiter, more flethy, and ftouter built. here are feveral parts of 
the country in which both the races are continued pure and unmixed. The Sclavonians 
confift of Croats, Bohemians, (who originally are a branch of the Croats,) Servians, 
Ruffians, and Wenden Polackers. There are befides German colonifts, but if they 
choofe to poflefs lands,-they muf buy their nobility for 2000 ducats, which make about 
22,c00 livres. Befides all thefe, there are Walachians, Bulgarians, Turks, Greeks, 
Armenians, Jews, and Gypfies, which laft aré the richeft of all thefe foreigners. 

All thefe people, a few of the German colonifts only, and the higher nobility, which 
is modelled after the fathion of the court of Vienna, excepted, are ftill in a barbarous 
flate. 

Indeed-it muft be owned that the court inftead of fucceeding in-improving them, as 
it bas done the reft of its fubjects, has rather done them harm than good, by the at- 
tempts it has made for the purpofe. Whilft they were left to themfelves, they were 
warlike, and like all the children of nature, whom a falfe policy has not fpoiled, open- 

_ hearted, hofpitable, frank, and fteady to their promifes. An old officer, wha {pent his 
youth among) the Croats, has affured me, that they are not to be known fince they have 
been difciplined ; for, inftead of being a trufty, fpirited, and generous foldiery, they are 
become a band of treacherous, tricking, cowardly robbers. I had much rather,” faid 
he, “ have had to do with them when they were entirely undifciplined, and under the 
influence only of their own laws and cuftoms.~ It is true they plundered both friend 
and foe when we went into the fields and committed every kind of depredation in the 
towns where they were quartered ; but thefe were the workings of a ftrong fenfual ap- 
petite, which did not prevent their being of the greateft fervice. They ufed to take the 
mott dangerous out-pofts, in the very teeth of the enemy—never deferted—would fol- 
low their officers with the utmoft fidelity through. any dangers—could faft many days 
without making any complaints, and provided. you left them what they had ftolen, which 
they did not affe&t to conceal, were indefatigable on a day of battle. The alteration 
which difcipline has effected in them is, that they, indeed, fteal no longer openly, but 
they {teal fecretly, and fteal from each other whenever they can; they have learned the 
methods of concealing their thefts, and are always making cabals againit their officers ; 
and though beccme too cowardly to defert when there is any danger attending defer- 
tion, they are fure to do it whenever they can with fafety. “They grumble whenever 
they are kept two days embodied in the field, and never put on their uniform without 
curfing it. ‘They look upon their overfeers as their enemies, and hate them. Formerly 
it was an unheard of thing, for a Croat to go over tothe Turks, but now they. join 
them to the number of twenty and thirty, and piunder their native country. The fame 
thing is true with regard to the Sclavonians; and even the reft have been rather hurt 
than bettered by regulations not adapted to their circumftances.”” 

What this gentleman faid from experience is conformable to true philofophy ; for it 
is only by religion that you can ever be fuccefsful in civilizing a barbarian. . Any other 
attempt, any reftri€tion ‘which tends to cure himgpf his vices, without fhewing him the 
advantage of virtue to himfelf, only makes a motley compofition of the faults of the two 
States. 
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LETTER XXX. 
: Vienna. 

NO doubt but there is much illufion in Roufleau’s idea of focial contract. Fate, 
which plays fo many other games with us, throws us into fome peculiar fociety, by 
which we are fettered before we have time to think of a contract. Accident, and iron 
hearted neceffity, have been the true legiflators of all the monarchies, ariftocracies, de- 
mocracies, and their numerous fubdivifions, that ever exifted in the world. It ts like. 
wife certain, that upon the whole, we find ourfelves better under the direCtion of capri- 
cious fortune, than if we had fet down originally to bind and conned each other in 
eternal chains. ‘The will of the ftrongeft ftill remains the ultimate decider of all diffi. 
culties, and whatever covenants there might have been, it muft have been fo, as often 
as the {trongeft fhould have felt his weight, or his intereft fhould have come in compe- 
tition with that of others. ; 

It is neverthelefs true, that in thefe various gallies to which we are chained, the good 
of the whole cannot be better promoted, than when the will of the whole, or at leaft of 
the majority, are directed according to the plumb-line of legiflation, and of focial con- 
tract. No Sultan has any thing to fear from this participation of his power, though he 
fhould divide it with all his fubjeéts, from his Grand Vizier, to the loweft flave under 
him: The fovereign, whether he has one head or a hundred, cannot promote his own 
intereft more effectually, than by confidering his fupreme will as the refult of the en- 
lightened wilis of all, or the greater part of his fubjeéts. A real oppofition between the 
interefts of the governor and his fubjeéts never exifts, when it feems to do fo, it is only 
the cozenage of accident. All hiftory is full of this trath, the attention to which will 
effeCtually fecure the people from tyranny, even when the private character of the fove- 
reign is a cruel one. ‘The prince can never be more fecure from murder, treachery, 
and rebellion, than when he has convinced his fubjeéts that their intereits is the rule of 
his legiflation, and it muft be fo, if he will not hurt himfelf. Intereft is the moft facred 
band among men, and their happinefs depends upon knowing what it truly is. The 
misfortunes of men have been always more owing to their governors not knowing in 
what their true interefts confifted, than to their wickedneis or depravity. 

Superftition, and the diffipation of princes together, firft invented that f{pecies of poli- 
tics, the principles of which Machiavel firft collected, but did not invent. Nero and 
Auguftus had already ufed it, but it was only in modern Italy that it was confidered as 
a true art of government. From thence, with other arts and fciences, did this hoftile 
art to human nature fpread itfelf over the reft of Europe. ‘The minifters of feveral 
European courts, which had formed themfelves after the Italian models, imagined they 
would govern the better, the finer and more fubtle policy they adopted. Lewis X1. 
Richelieu, and Mazarin, were the great mafters of this art, dnd from that time to this, 
the happy times of Henry IV. alone excepted, it would have been looked upon as folly 
in France, to have aimed at governing the people by love, generofity, and information 
with regard to their true interefts. 

The priefts, particularly the jefuits, whofe government of their own focietyis eftablifhed 
upon principles of the fame kind, coftributed much to give them currency in courts. 
There they were treated as holy myfteries, which, like the philofopher’s ftone, could 
make demigods of the poffeflor. Blinded by this political art of gald making, princes 
dared to deviate from the plain and ftrait line of nature, that line which always conducts 
to happinefs, which is the fame ina ftate as ina private family, according to which every 
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governor mult confider himfelf as the matter of a private family, who has no other view 
than to promote the happinels of his children, and his fervants. | 

‘The Jefuits, and fome Italian parvenus, introduced the fpirit of Machiavelifm into this 
country. I do not know whether it is to be attributed to the humour of the nation, or 
any other caufe, that it was.not attended with the fame bad confequences here, as in 
Italy, France, Spain, and even England, where the grofleft abufes of religion, friendthip, 
and love, were fanétifed under the name of flate neceflity; and treachery towards 
friends, with the murder of fathers and brothers, were only confidered as political jew 
d’efprits. Although this court has not ftained itfelf fo deeply with royal blood, or even 
with that of dangerous fubjeéts, as thofe above mentioned, it mult be confeffed that its 
adminiftration, particularly what relates to Hungary, has had fome little appearance of 
cunning and oppreffion about it. No doubt but that religious prejudices, from which 
the Emprefs, amiable as the was, was not quite free, have contributed in preat meafure 
to this. 

On the very afpeét of things, one fees that the government of this country is infidi- 
ous, ‘Lhe interetts of the higher nobility are different from thofe of the reft of the coun- 
try; their under tenants, which make the greateft part of the people, are not feudal 
fubjcéts, neither have they any real property; they are farmers who may be turned out 
of their farms upon the leaft difatistaction. The nobility contributes nothing but free 
gifts to the neceffities of the ftate, though it is in pofleffion of half the produce of the 
country. It is almoft the only order in the ftate, for the higher orders of the priefthood 
are chofen from the nobility, fo that the interefts of the two orders is in fa&tone, The 
cities are too fmal! in number, and too infignificant in themfelves, to form any corps 
capable of making head againft the other two. In fhort, the boafted freedom of Hun- 
gary is only a privilege of the nobility and clergy, to live at the expence of the whole 
country. ee 

Hitherto, the court have tried every artifice to deprive thé nobility of this pernicious 
preponderance. The conté{t between the fovereign and the nobles foon broke out into 
feveral rebellions, the moft famous of which were thofe of ‘Tekely and Ragotzki, The 
execution of Counts Serini, Nadafti, Frangipani, and Settenback, which followed clofe, 
have been quoted by fome, to thew that the court of Vienna, though generally unwilling 
to recur to them, is not incapable of ufing Turkith meafures to free itfelf of troublefome 
and dangerous dependants. I own I think that its condué on other occafions fuilici- 
ently juftifies it from thefe reproaches ; and indeed, if the teftimony of hiftory is to be 
believed, it appears that thefe nobles were traitors. ‘The plan which the court has fol- 
lowed for a long time to reduce this overgrown nobility, promifes much more fuccefs 
than any extraordinary acts of feverity, which only ferve to irritate the minds of men, 
and fet them more upon their guard. ‘The court of Vienna, confcious of the influence 
luxury and pleafure have over the minds of men, allured the proud Hungarians from 
their frecholds to the court, or to the city. By diftinguifhed places, titles, and mar- 
riages, they gave them opportunities to fpend their money in a brilliant way, to contract 
debts, and finally, by the feizure of their lands for the payment, to furrender at difcre- 
tion. The deceived Hungarian looked upon it as an honour, to conncét himfelf with 
the Auflrian, who made a greater figure than himfelf at court, and took a greater fhare 
in the government of the country. For this purpofe he chofe his wife at Vienna, and 
fettered himfelf by this means. “The lady too, by introducing the court manners into 
his h:oufe, finithed corrupting him, and made him entirely dependant. There is hardly 
an iiungarian noble, at this time of day, that is either free from debt, or that dogs not, 
ke the Auftrian one, look upon his debts as an honour. - The court has confequently 
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no further commotions to fear in this country, as the difcontented people will not eafily 
-find a leader with power and confequence enough to make their rifings dangérous.— 
The diffipation. of the Hungarians has alfo bound them to the court by another tie, as 
their neceffities no longer allow them to ferve for nothing, but make the pay of the 
court an object to them. Another way that has been taken, has been that of allowing: 
the Auftrian nobility to purehafe Hungarian eftates, in proportion as the owners were 
obliged to fell them, or as they fell into the crown by forfeitures, &c. At this time of 
day, feveral amongft the firft Hungarian nobility are Germans, who ftrengthen the in- 
fluence of the court. The two nations are mixed, their manners are nearly the fame. 
‘Che more perfohs partake of it, the more indifferent the Hungarian is to its liberty, and 
the lefs eflate he poffeffes, the lefs he cares for his country. The promotion of the 
higher ecclefiaftics to great preferments, is another mode of binding the nobility, which 
the court haygpractifed with fuccefs. 

Befides what has been already ftated, the court ufes feveral other means, that depend 
upon time and circumftances. “One of the mott efficacious is, the loading the produce 
of Hungary with very heavy taxes. ‘Thefe oppreffions, indeed, immediately affect the 
nobility only, to whom the exports properly belong, as the people have no property ; 
but, indireétly, they hurt the whole country, and particularly the manufadturer,and ‘ 
merchants in great towns, by the diminution of the coin in circulation, The duties on 
the exports of Hungarian wines are fo confiderable,. that the Croats whe’ inhabit the 
mountains are obliged to buy the wine, which, but for thefe duties, they might have as 
cheap from their fellow fubjeGts in Venetian Dalmatia. ‘he fad is, the court had 
rather let the country lofe money than fuffer Hungary to be rich. uo: 

Almoft all the employments of the country, which the conttitution does not require 
to be given to natives, are poffefled by Germans, who often prove the moft terrible def- 
pots. . Thus, in the cities of Illyria, which depend entirely on the council of war, and 
are entirely under military government, almoft all the employments are held by foreign- 
ers. The Germans have made themfelves fo odious here by their tyranny, that the 
Croat knows no more odious name, than to give a man that of a Suabian. ¢Heis a 
Suabian,’ means with them every thing that is deteltable and contemptible. . Under the 
name of Suabian, the Croat, as well as the inhabitants of Vienna, includes every Ger- 
man, who is notan Auftrian.. The nativesof Auftria, who are fent into Hungary, be- 
have there like Turkith Pachas, or Nabobs: their pride leads them to make the Hun- 
garians feel that they are the ruling ration ; their diffipation compels them to ule every 
extortion to procure money ; and they are made {till worfe than they otherwife woukt 
be, by the difference of their mannersand religion. It is from the oppreffion of fo- 
reigners, that the native Illyrian has taken the dithoneft and ftubborn part of his cha- 
raéter, which is fo unnatural to him. 

Notwithftanding that the principal places are occupied by great men, it is impoffible ‘ 
to be more worthlefs than the greater number of public fervants are. Generally fpeak- 
ing, there is not.a grain of patriotifm, a grain of knowledge, a grain of good will, or a 
grain of activity amongft them. Pride, vanity, felf-intereft, and hard-heartednels, dif- 
ungulth thenyall. The cnly things they look up to, are the pays and the titles, and 
they treat bufinefs as a matter of indifference. Do not imzgine that | exaggerate, for I 
affure you that what I fay-is,-with very few exceptions, literally true. The native Hun-- 
garians, who have a fhare in the government of their own country, have infinitely better 
underftanding of the duties of their places, and more delight in difcharging them than 
the Auftrians ; and yet thefe poflefs almoft all the places, and the others are expoled to . 
their tyranny ! 
: ‘ Our 


RIESBECK’S TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. 20g 


Our great Henry ufed to fay, * happy is the gentleman who has his soo a year, and 
does not know me.”” If the Imperial court is defirous that the Hungarian fhould enjoy 
any kind of happinefs, it is certainly not that recommended by the great Henry. ‘Fhey 
look upon it as indifpenfibly neceflary to bind them in court chains, and take away every 

feeling of liberty and true honour from them. They do all they can to ftifle their na- 
tional fpirit; they have no idea of the honour of ruling over a frce and fentimental peo- 
ple, but conceive they mult make flaves of the whole nation in order to govern it. 

The mott cruel violations of the national contract, and the liberty of mankind, have 
been thofe which have arifen on a religious account. 1 can fafely affirm that it would 
take two hundred years more to undo the mifchief which this court has done itlelf, dur- 
ing the two laft hundred years, by the religious perfecutions in Hungary. It is, indeed, 
one of thofe contradictions which moft feelingly befpeaks the debility of the human 
mind, that whilit the prefent adminiftration on the one hand does all it can to promote 
population and induftry in Hungary ; on the other, it perfecutes in every way poflible, 
the moft induftrious part of its fubjeéts, and that part whofe religious opinions are the 
moft favourable to population. 

One fourth of the inhabitants of the Hungarian dominions, in which I include Tran- 
fylvania and Illyria, are Catholics ; one fourth are Greeks, Jews, and Anabaptifts; the 
other‘half are Lutherans, or reformed. From the circumftance of the religion of the 
country being Catholic, it was natural to expeét that the Roman Catholic religion would 
be the eftablifhed one of the ftate. With this no fenfible man would have been offended; 
——but to take away three hundred churches from the Proteftants, while the Jews had the 
power of building as many fynagogues as they pleafed ;—to force Proteftants to go 
twelve miles to church, whilft many Catholic churches were tenanted by rats and mice 
only ;—to take away the Proteftant fchools, and yet to allow the parents to fend their 
children abroad. for education ;—to be eager after improvement in agriculture and in- 
dultry, and yet rather fee the-land inhabited-by Calmucks and Gyplies, than by labo- 
rious and moral Proteftants ;—to treat thefe worfe, in fhort, in every ref pect than the 
‘Lurks or Jews, this certainly was pulling down with one hand, what the court was en- 
deavouring to rear with another ; it was deftroying the national chara¢ter, without im. 
proving the external circumftances of the people. It is now well known, and the ex- 
ample of the Engiifh fully proves it, that the only way out of barbarifm is through real 
religion, Judge then what it mutt be to tread this road backwards, and to fubftitute 
the fuperttitious fpirit of monkery, for the mild and induitrious fpirit of proteitanilm, 
And yet the Auftrian government 4as done this, and it has done it, at the very time 
when it was endeavouring to curb the power of the prie(ts in the other parts of tts do- 
minions, and forming fuch eftablithments of education, as mult fooner or later lead to 
Proteftant principles. 

The Proteftants in Hungary are, it muft be confefied, far behind their brethren i: 
other countries, in induitry and knowledge, and yet, notwithitanding this, and that 
are only one fourth of the inhabitants of Hungary, they pay half the taxes, and are {till 
much richer than their Catholic or Greek brethren. A itriking fign, ture, if ever a 
flriking fign there was, how much their religion correfponds with the good of the whole, 
and how little the court knows of its own intereft. What the court has molt hurt itfelf 
by, is its treatment of the Greeks, who form fo'large a part of the inhabitants of this 
country. Initead of rendering the priefts of thefe femi-barbarians ufeful paftors, and 
thus enabling them to civilize their countrymen, and make them good members of fo- 
eiety, all they have been folicitous about has been now and then to convert an ambitious 
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thefe deferters, commonly changed nothing but their name. From being Greek bars 
barians they became Catholic barbarians, or, as a refpectable Auftrian officer {aid, it was 
only adding another mark to the forehead of the fwine. In the mean time the court 
troubled itfelf very little with the education of the Catholic, and united prieflhood, and 
fill lefs with that of the non-united, things which itis fo much the intereft of the legif- 
lature to attend to, as the fureft means of improving the agriculture of the country, and 
promoting its exports. ‘ 
‘Uhe Greek prie(ts in Hungary, and Illyria, are exaétly in the fame flate ‘as the Ro- 
man Catholic priefts were, in the time of Charlemagne, that great man who laid the 
firft grounds of national improvement in religion, and began his work with the prieft- 
hood. I doubt much whether moft of them can write and read, but J am fure they 
cannot reckon beyond three or four, without the help of the fingers, and know not the 
ufe of the pocket handkerchief. One of thefe fhepherds of fouls, a Macedonian py birth, 
who valued himfelf much on his knowledge of the Greek, and the reputation of his 
countryman, Alexander, took it into his head to inftruct me, as a young man, in the 
hiftory of the Trojan war. He told me that a Trejaa prince, having run away with a 
French princefs, the Greek and Roman Emperors, the Kiag of France, and the feven 
Eleétors, went to Troy and took the city after an aftonithing long fiege, by. means of a 
wooden horfe filled with armed men,—The man had heard the hiltory by tradition, in 
Saloniki, or fore other town of his ignorant country, but had not read a fingle old 
Greek author, or a fingle hiftory. Notwithftanding this, he was looked upon as a 
wonder of learning by his colleagues. Spite indeed of their grofs ignorance, thefe 
priefts are held in greater veneration by the people, than either oracles of Delos or 
Delphi were. Thefe are true privileged thieves, who never fhew a {park of underftand- 
ing but in the tricks they play to rob the people of the fruit of their toil; but are yet 
fo convinced of their pretenfions to the wool of their fheep, that they make no {cruple 
of taking the head with it, if the patient animals will not fuiter themfelves to be fheared 
quietly. ‘The Catholic priefts, whe live at any diftance from the large towns, are little 
behind the Greeks in ignorance and ill manners, nor are they far behind them in fhear- 
ing the theep. Their whole library confifts of their breviary, and the only thing they 
ftudy is the Latin language. 1 happened to converfe with one of them who ts extremely 
refpeéted in his own diftridt, and really is diftinguifhed for a better underftanding and 
better manners than the reft of them. ‘The converfation turned on the German colonifts 
who go into Hungary. I afked them how they treated them when they could not bear 
the climate. His anfwer was, “ Damus illis licentiam repatriandi.”’—-And now I mention 
thefe Germans, I cannot help obferving to you how extraordinary it is, that whilft a third 
of North America is peopled by thefe wandering Germans, whilft one half the inhabi- 
tants of the Cape, Batavia, and Surinam, (the two laft fome of the moft unhealthy places 
any where to be fqund,)are Germans, who thus crofs extenfive feas to break up walte 
lands, or to get hard bread in the capacity of day labourers ; Hungary, which has work 
and bread for fo many millions, fhould receive fo few. Surely this mult be owing to 
the prevalence of greater barbarifms thun any poor priefts barbarous Latin; for as to 
the pretended caule, unhealthinefs of climate, Hungary is no more unhealthy than -{e- 
veral other climates, and the natives know how to take precautions againit the damps 
arifing from the morafles. But the want of freedom in religion explains all; it is greatly 
owing to this caufe that all the ufefs' men emigrate, and leave Hungary only the worth- 
lefs ones. ‘The great fault of this government is that they banifh the Proteftants, who 
are the moft ufeful part of their fubjeéts. Thefe indeed have little defire to fettle in a 
country in which they mult often go journies of feveral days, to fee a prieft of their own 
perfuafion, 
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perfuafion, where they are not allowed to build a church, and where the hatred towards 
‘them and their religion effectually and perpetually excludes them from civil employ- 
ments. All thefe hindrances are removed under the gentle government of the Dutch 
and Engliih, who of courfe run away with all the ufeful emigrants, and leave Auttria 
only the worthlefs ones. The perfons who fettle in Hungary, are for the moft part 
abandoned fcoundrels from Bavaria, Suabia, Franconia, and the countries about the 
Rhine. On their arrival they commonly fquander the fimall fums of money they have 
yaifed at home, by the fale of their eftates, and as government takes little care about 
them, they generally die of gricf, or diforders arifing more from their diilipation than 
the climate, ‘That part of them which happens to beg its way back again, reprefents the 
climate worfe than it is, as an excufe for having left it. This alfo deters many people 
from coming. ‘Thofe who have money enough prefer America to Hungary, which by 
this means becomes the refuge of fuch only who have a few ducats to pay their paffage 
on the Danube. 

Thefe, however, fuch as they are, would {till be a confiderable gain to fo poor a coun- 
try as Hungary is, if government was fufficiently interefted in their fate to provide for 
the diltrefles they mult be expofed to from the danger of the climate and their own in. 
experience, and to give them fome affiftance in their firft fettlement. There fhould be 
an office eftablithed at Vienna, or Prefburg, where thefe wanderers fhould be taught the 
firft rudiments of the art they have occafion for. They fhould be told in what places 
they are likely to meet with moft of their own countrymen, as nothing promotes coloni- 
zation fo much as when the new comers find perfons of the fame manners and language 
with themfeives, or with whom they are connected by the ties of friendfhip or relation- 
fhip. ‘The Germans, as it is well known, are fo divided amongft themfelves, that thofe 
of one circle look upon thofe of another as abfolute ftrangers to them. All the Bava- 
rians fhouid therefore be fettled in one diftriét, and the inhabitants of Franconia, Suabia, 
&c. in fo many others. Above all things, they fhould be taught to guard againft the 
dangers of the climate. Hungary is in itfelf not more unwholefome than Italy, Spain, 
the South of France, or any other warm country; only as there are moraffes all over it, 
the difference betwixt the heat of the day and the cold of the night muft of courfe be” 
very fenfible to a German; but he has nothing to do but to imitate the natives, who. 
follow what inftin@ teaches them, and wear a warmer cloathing. The rich Hungary 
wines, likewife, deftroy many a ftranger, and they fuffer {till more from the very pala- 
table, but dangerous melons, which are in fuch plenty that you may have them almoft 
for nothing. Where the body is conftantly weakened by the influences of a very warm 
fun, thefe fruits muft be very prejudicial, and the rather,-as it is the cuftom here to: 
eat them without bread. Agaiuft ail thefe dangers and difficulties the emigrant fhould: » 
be fecured. 

The fmall fum of money which is given for the journey is not fuificient to obviate 
thefe inconveniences ; on the contrary, the emigrants fhould have as little ready money 
as poflible, as they cannot know how to make a proper ufe of it in a new country, they 
muit confequently either be robbed of it or wafte it. What they ought to be fuppl':d 
with is wood for building, cattle, and corn; and it fhould be the peculiar duty of the 
civil and religicus minifters of the ftate, to affift them in their civil and religious necef- 
fities. It muit be confeffed, however, that the priefts and governors of Hungary are not 
the people fit for this bufinefs ; for if the court was to be at this expence, they would 
take care to be themfelves the greateft gainers by it; but the court has hitherto mani- 
felted too fmall a defire for the cultivation of Hungary, to beftow much expences upon 
it; its principle has been to reap all it could without fowing any thing, - If it sere 
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e 
been for this, what has been {pent upon the conqueft of a very fmall part of Bavarg, 
would have brought in ten times more in a much fhorter time, by laying it properly out 
on the cultivation of Hungary. N é 

‘Phe greateit fource of confidence for a Hungarian patriot is, that his prefent Kiag 
feels the conneftion betwixt his own intereft and that of tke fate. ‘That heknows how 
to vaiue liberty and mankind; is blinded by no prejudice, wii! not fuifer his hands to 
he bound by any adherence to old cuftoms, and has ftrength aad refolution enough - 
io attenipt the Herculean labour of civilizing this important part of his hereditary do- 
minions. 


LETTER XXXL. 
Vienna. 

1 TOLD you in my laft, that the great Hungarian nobility live entirely according to 
our fon, Our fafhions reach to the borders of Moldavia, and Wallachia, and from Pref- 
burg to Cronftadt, all that is called the fine world fpeaks our patois. Formerly they ufed 
their own language, at leaft to exprefs common things, but every body now gives dings, . 
fouper, and dejunés. There are balls paré and balls ma/qué ; every town with four or 
five houfes in it has its afémbiées, and redoutes. ‘The men play whift, and the women 
wear poudre a la Marechale, and have vapours. The bookfellers fell Voltaire in fecret, 
and the apothecaries fell mercury openly. The men have an ami de da maifon for their 
wives, and the wives a fille de chambre tor their hufbands. They have men cooks, 
and maitre @’hotels; they have ballets, comedies, and operas, and they have debts upon 
debts. 

In the year 1740, when the Hungarian nobility took the field for their King Maria 
Therefa, the firlt fight of fuch troops ftruck the French army with a panic. They had, 
indeed, often feen detachments of thefe diables d’ Hongrie, as they ufed to tall them, but 
a whole army of them drawn up in battle array—unpowdered, from the general to the 
common foldier—half their faces covered with long whifkers—a fort of round beaver 
upon their heads inftead of hats—without ruffles or frills to their fhirts, and without fea- 
thers—all clad in rough fkins—monftrous crooked fabres, ready drawn and uplifted— 
their eyes darting flafhes of rage fharper than the beams of the naked fabres—was a. 
fight our men had not been accuftomed to fee. Our oldeft officers ftill remember the 
impreffion thefe terrible troops made, and how difficult it was to make the men ftand 
againft them, till they had been accuftomed to their formidable appearance. 

All thisis now at an end, the Hungarian nobleman begins to leave off his long beard, 
and dreffes much after the French fathion. : 

It is remarkable enough, that whilft in imitation of the Hungarian foldier, the Huflar 
has become an effential part of the Pruffian army, and has alfo been received into the 
French regular troops, the true original is loft in his own country. Not one of the 
fourteen or fifteen regiments of Huflars in the Emperor’s fervice is made up entirely of 
Hungarians. Experienced officers have, it feems, thought fuch regiments could no 
longer be of any fervice; it may be fo, but itis certain. that the Hungarian has entirely 
loft his {pirit by difcipline, for, like other wild men, he detefts the artificial arms againit 
which his ftrength and courage are of no avail, and if ever he fhews himfelf in his native 
fiercenefs, it is only when the firing is over and he comes to clofe engagement. Here 
indeed the hero fometimes ftarts out again. But this was not enough to make the Hun- 
garians a match for the Pruffian Huffars in ‘the Silefian war; on the contrary they al- 
wavs proved inferior to them. —After all, however, if this laft change had not been 


RIESBECK’S TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. 113 


made, it is certain that the prefent nobility of Hungary could not bring into the field, 
and maintain fuch armies as were raifed in 1740. 

The Efterhazy, whofe eftate amounts to above 6co,0co guilders a year: The Pale- 
fy, Schaki, Erdoby, Sichy, Forgatfh, Kohari, Karoly, &c. and many others, who have 
from 100,000 to 200,coo guilders a year, are unable, notwith{tanding thefe large eftates, 
to live within their incomes. The expences they have been put to by the political al- 
teration of manners of the laft forty years, have reduced them to neceffitous dependance. 
The court, however, does not look upon even this weaknefs as a fufficient fecurity. The 
Hungarian regiments of infantry, amongft which there are likewife many Germans, and 
feveral regiments of Huffars, are conftantly quartered in Bohemia, Moravia, and the 
German cities; on the contrary, feveral of the German regiments, particularly the hea~ 
vy horfe and the dragoons, are quartered in Hungary. ‘There is no province in the he- 
reditary dominions of Auftria which has fo many troops in it as Hungary has, in pro- 
portion to its population and exports. This may in fome degree be owing to the cheap- 
nefs of provifion for man and horfe. If it be fo, in cafe of a war breaking out on the’ 
confines of Germany, the court lofes in a few weeks what it has been faving by this po- 
licy for many years; for the forced marches which the cavalry are obliged to make to 
their places of deflination, generally kill hatf the horfes before they have got there. For 
my own part I have little doubt but that the true motives of this allotment of troops are 
to make the Hungarians acquainted wit. ‘1e other members of the empire; to extin- 
guifh their natural fpirit by the fight of numerous armies in every part of their country 3 
to accuftom them to fubordination ; and in fome degree, perhaps, to increafe the con- 
fumption of the country, and fo promote the circulation of coin. 

‘The Englifh proceed upon a quite different plan; thcir principle is to keep up as 
much as poffible the national fpirit of the troops, from an idea that the interefts of the 
government are the fame as thofe of the people, and that they have nothing to fear from 
a mutiny. Upon this ground it is, that their patriots have taken up a notion, which 
no doubt will foon be realized, of making every regiment provincial, by quartering it 
conitantly in the county whofe name it befrs, and by fuifering no man to be enlifted in 
it but thofe of that county ; whence they think a ftill greater degree of attachment to 
the native place will be produced. The Imperial council of war would not be pleafed 
with a project of this kind. It confiders it asa {tated maxim of policy, to fend the fol- 
dizr as far as may be from the place of his birth, and to compofe the regiments of 
men taken from various countries. Thus different caufes have different cons) and 
John Bull and Squire South ftill a& upon different grounds. 

None of the Auftrian hereditary dominions have a national militia, excepting only the 
Bannat troops, or I!lyrians ; but thefe are only half foldiers, and their officers are at 
Icaft for the moft part Germans or Hungarians. In time of war, every Hungarian no- 
bleman, in proportion to his eftate, either railes a number of men, or fends the money 
for them to the war department. ‘Thefe recruits feldom form feparate bodies, but are 
incorporated with the reft of the army. Above all, care is taken that the foldiers fhould 
be free from all other ties, and only animated by the foul cf the army, the wonder- 
working flick. 

You muft not however conceive this Palladium of the Auftrian army, , this wonder- 
working flick, as the abfolute fine quo non. AT few years fince, indecd, it ruled the great 
machine altogether ; ; but now that has been brought into regular moyemenhs, it is “only 

looked up to with reverential awe and fubmifiion. According to a proclamation of the 
humane Emperor, the officers are to make as little phy/ical ule of it as poilible. But as 
to ncral purpofes, it is in all its glory, and its idea takes place in the common foldier, 
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wf all love of his country, all good humour, all fenfe of honour, all hope of advance- 
ment, and every other feeling. All his occupations bring him back to this idea, and 
from his A, B, C, to his logic, all he knows is comprifed in the two little words, thou 
muft. : : 

‘neve cannot be a doubt, but in obedience and ftrong fubordination, the principal 
ftrength of an army confifts; but is it impoffible to unite them with any idea of fecling 
for felf in the fubaltern and underling? Are fentiments of perfonal honour, of bravery, 
and of patriotifm, entirely prejudicial to an army? Certainly not: and were it only to 
meliorate the.condition of the poor foldier, were it only to make his hard fate lefs fevere, 
it thould be the policy of princes to promote thole feelings which can fweeten fo many 
‘bitter hours, and alone enable them to meet death. fe: 

With the power which Auftria now poffeffes, it might at one ftroke cut off all the 
privileges of the Hungarian nobles, which are contrary to the good of the whole, and 
which it has been fo many years endeavouring to undermine. A few hundred families 
would murmur for a few years, but the thing would not go beyond murmurs; the in- 
habitants of towns and the peafants would ftand up for the interefts of the court, which 
are their own. ‘he religious animofities, which formerly ferved as a pretence for an 
infurreétien, no longer blinds the people to their real good; and open, liberal treat. 
ment would foon win over the nobility, whom the artifices now in ufe only alienate and 
corrupt. If once that part of their privileges, which militate againft the good of the 
whole, were well defined and {uppreffed by one fingle a& of authority, they would then 
‘become fufceptible of patriotic virtues ; whereas, at prefent they look upon the govern- 
ment as hoftile to them, and do nothing but what they are compelled to by power or 
‘bribes. In that cafe, the multitude of the nation would not be the moft abjeG flaves, 
nor the great the moft cruel defpots that are known, If, befides this, the court was 
to fpend the fums neceffary on eftablifhments for education, and the pricfts of the feve- 
ral religions would endeavour to eftablith them without perfecution or partiality, in the 
‘mext century Hungary would be one of the moft flourifhing countries in Europe. The 
Hungarian would no longer be poor, in the middle of a country abounding with every 
neceflary of life. ‘The poverty of the people, and the exceflive riches of the nobility, 
would no longer offend the eyes of the humane by the fhocking difproportion between 
them. ‘Then the court alfo would no longer object to the raifing provincial regiments, 
as it would ‘be confiftent with its interefts. ‘he lively Croat, or Hungarian, animated 
by the love of his country and a fenfe of duty, would no longer refufe to fubmit to pro- 
sper difcipline 5 all the army would be infpired with a fpirit, which difcipline alone can- 
not give, -but which united to difcipline is the ftrongeft fecurity for terror abroad and 

chappinefs at home. 

The Hungarians in general are extremely proper for a military life; they want no- 
thing to be perfect foldiers, but the kind of education which a good government might 
give them, The Croats particularly have all the requifites for fervice. Their mean 
height is fix feet; they are bony, flefhy, quick, and lively, and can bear the extremes 
of cold and hunger. In a word there are no better made men in Europe, notwith- 
ftanding which they are the moft miferable part of the Imperial army ; a fure fign that 
governmient either neglects them, or does not know how to difcipline them properly. 
‘Sometimes it has been propofed to incorporate them with other corps, but this would 
only be to take away their natural advantages, and furnifh them with artificial ones in 
their ftead. Such a change would put an end to their ufual way of life, to which they 
‘are indebted for their hardinefs. They commonly dwell fix or feven familics under the 
dame roof. As their frugality enables them to bring up many children, they may 
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eatly, in the vigour cf their youth, and their children are the produce of their unim- 
paired manhood. Their juices are {Lill uncorrupt, and the deftrudtive diftempers which 
poifon the fources of life are not yet introduced amongft them. The patriarchal go- 
vernment (till fubfifts amongft them, and the grandfather who has grown old amidtt his 
children and grand-children, {till retains an authority over them. As by this means 
their manners are preferved uncorrupt, nothing more is requifite than to humanize 
their priefts; this would render them ufeful fubjects to the ftate, without commerce, 
“manufactures, cr arts, which the court has lately endeavoured to introduce amongft 
them, in my opinion not to their advantage. An education more fuitable to the nature 
of their country, and their peculiar conftitution would by degrees deprive them of their 
natural ferocity, and they would become more tractable, in proportion as they acquired 
better notions of religion, agriculture, and the other things connected with their well 
being. Their ferocity, the natural confequence of their barbarity, is the true reafon 
why they are fo averfe to difcipline, and the only way of getting the better of this, and 
making them like the other fubjects of the Houle of Auftria fit for military fervice, is 
domeftic education; this alone can bring them out of their barbarity, without depriving 
them of their other advantages. ; 
Suppofe the new court was to adopt the other plan, and incorporate them with the 
other troops, fuppofe it was to make flaves of them in the belt years of their lives, and 
when the voice oe nature crieth moft loud, what would be the confequence? Accuftomed 
to all the vices which obtain in a ftanding army, they would confume the vigour of their 
~ fives in pernicious indulgencies; they would return to their native country corrupted 
with a variety of wants they did not know before. Having acquired a tafte for the plea- 
fures of forbidden love, they would either not marry at all or marry later than their an- 
ceftors; all their domeftic ordinances would be abolifhed, nor would their wives be any 
longer diftinguifhed for their chattity. Their children would imitate them in their vices, 
and the confequence of all would be, that in the fecond generation you would hardly be 
able to diftinguifh them ; and in the third, or at moft the fourth, not know them at 
all from the other fubjects of the empire, fo totally would they have loft the fize, ftrength, 
frugality, and fine form, which now fo eminently diftinguihh them. To attempt the 
change propofed would be taking a dangerous leap from barbarous to civil life, and alk 
that could be expected from it would be a broken limb, if not a broken neck, 


LETTER XXXII. 
Vienna 
1 HAVE given myfelf all the trouble poffible tofcome at an exaét eftimate of the 
goods annually exported from, and imported into Hungary, and by that means to acquire. 
a tolerable idea of the national riches; but the receipts of the cuftoms, the only ones 
by which you can form a gocd judgment, are either fo imperfeétly or fo fecretly kept, 
that there is no depending upon them, All I can therefore fay upon the fubject mutt 
confilt of report and conje€ture. was affured then by a creditable man, that the ex- 
ports amounted to twenty-four, and the imports to eighteen millions a year, making a 
balance of fix millions in favour of the country. With refpeét to the exports, I can fay 
nothing upon them with certainty, for the reafon I have juft given; they are, indeed, . 
greater than I could have imagined, even from the pofitive calculations I have been able 
to make ; but if we compare the exports and imports, we hall find it is impoffible but 
that the former fhould be ftated too high ; for with fuch a balance of trade as Hungary 
mutt by this means have, it ought to be one of the richeft countries in Europe, whereas~ 
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nothing is fcarcer than-money in this country. Of the twenty milljons of revenue which 
Hungary, together with Tranfylvania and Illyria contributes to the flate, three at the moft 
comes to Vienna, and the fums which the few noble families that refide.out of it carry 
jrom the country, are replaced by what foreigners in employment fpend in it; many 
millions therefore mult remain in Hungary, and if to thefe are added fuch a balance of 
trade as L have flated, fuppefing it only to have continued five years, the country muit 
be much richer than it is. . 

i we-confider a little the variety of commodities which Hungary muft import from 
abroad, it is impoffible it fhould have even an equal trade; it is obliged to purchafe al- 
moft ali the prgluions of art, befides an aitonifhing number of thofe of nature, 
Clothes alone coft four or five millions of florins per annum; wrought filks, linens and 
cottons as much more; coffee and fugar mult at leait come to two millions anda half 5 
tin, glafs, colours, and drugs, muft coft them annually many millions. In this eitimate 
we do not take in toys‘of cvery kind; foreign wines for the liquorith palates of the great 
men, who cannot be contented with the admirable produce of their own vineyards ; fo- 
reign horfes, coaches, harnefles, and a great many other foreign articles. ‘The quantity 
of the natural productions, which Hungary on the other hand gives the ftranger, cannot 
come up to any thing likethe fums thele articles muft coft. According to a rough cal- 
culation I have made, Hungary exports the value of about five millions and a half of 
oxen, {wine, and horfes, four millions of corn, hay, &c. three millions of wine, half a 
million’s worth of tobacco, filk, (moftly from Sclavonia,) citrons, chefnuts, and other 
frults; and fome millions of minerals, efpecially copper; fo that if I fet the export at 
fixteen, and the imports at eighteen millions, it will be much nearer the truth. 

Edo not think { do Hungary any injuftice by thus ftating its expences at two mil- 
lions ; its fituation, and the nature of its government, prevent it from making all the ufe 
potfible of the rich treafures it poffeffes ; and the high degrce of luxury which obtains 
in all orders prevents its owing to its own induftry feveral articles which it procures from 
the ftranger, though it might prepare them itfelf. Having juft told you the great fums 
annually paid for clothes, it will perhaps aftonifh you to hear, that there is no country | 
in Europe fitter for breeding ¢heep than this is. Prince Eugene, who was as great a 
judge of political improvements as he was a general, perceived this, and having procured 
Sheep from Arabia, gave himfelf all the trouble poflible to propagate the breed in the 
country of Ofen. ‘he Emperors Charles and Francis made many wife regulations for’ 
the fame purpofe; but hitherto it has been unfuccefsful. The nobility, who poflefs 
almoft all the lands, are too proud and foolifh to attend to agriculture; the farmers 
have no property, and the inhabitants of the towns are depreffed by religious perfe- 
cutions. 

The negligence of the police in not ftemming the torrent of luxury, is inconceivable. 
I have often been tempted to believe, that government did not think it worth its while 
to attend to the circumftances of this country, either becaufe it did net yicld in propor- 
tion to its greatnefs, or that the impetuous temper of the court was fuck, us noi to ailow 
of any eftablifhments.that were to produce fruit in after ages: be this as it may, whether 
the court is all for prefent enjoyment, or has not political wifdom enough tc erect for 
faturity, the inflances of its neglet are moft glaring. I will lay one of them be‘ore you: 
Notwithftanding the extreme poverty of the country, they allow the Jews to go about 
with coffee, fugar, tobacco, oil, and quack medicines of all kinds, from village to village, 
where they fell them in fmall quantities, and much adulterated. 

The climate of the ‘outhern part of Hungary is extremely favourable to the growth of 
fik; but except in Scl.venia, which is not improved as it ought to be, thcre grows 

none, 
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Aone, notwithftanding the example of their neighbours the Venetians, and the facility 
of procuring mulberry trees from Italy. The only art which is carried to any degree 
ofimprovementis that of mining. Here all that mathematics could do has been adopted. 
You would be altonifhed. at the fight of the machines in ufe to clear the water from the 
pits, and to carry on the other neceffary operations. The gold and filver mines of Crem 
nitz and Sherenitz produce but little to the crown, owing to its keeping part of them 
in its own hands, and not farming the whole. There are other gold and filver mines in. 
the country, but thofe of Tranfylvania excel them all at prefent, and promife to do {till 
more fo in future. I believe, however, that the court gets much more by the copper than, 
it does by the gold and filver mines, efpecially fince the cuftom of {hed ing the men of 
war with copper has prevailed. Hungary is able to furnith all Europe with copper 5. 
upon the whole, half of the four millions of florins which the country gets by its mines 
comes from Hungary. : 

The country has an extraordinary appearance ; it is inclofed on all fides with high 
hills, in the midtt of which are plains, which. you may travel through for fome days 
without perceiving the leaft elevation You meet with immenfe deferts, in the midft of 
which; as in thofe of Tartary, are wild horfes. The woods are filled with wolves, ar 
animal fcarce ever feen in Suabia, Bavaria, or Auftria. Near the banks of rivers, in. 
the plains, there are moraffes, which here and there form lakes; the drying up of thefé 
will be a great advantage to the country, by making its rivers navigable, adding great 
quantities of land to it, and purifying the air. The beafts are all very different from 
thofe of Germany ; “the horfes are fmall, light, and not handfome, “but uncommonly 
lively and {Lrong; a Hungarian ufes only three or four in going from Vienna to Tur- 
key, in a conftant trot or gallop; their breed has been. greatly improved in the ftuds of. 
the nobility,‘in feveral parts of the country. The oxen are the largeft and moft beau- 
teous I have'ever feen; they are all ath-colour, or white, and I do not recolleé'to-have- 
feen a red or brown one in the whcle country; their flefh is remarkable well: tafted ;. 
even the poultry are diftinguifhed from thote of other countries by their fize and fhape 5 
in fhort, all that has breath here, attéfts, either by its growth or its agility, the wonder 
ful vigour of nature. tae 

The artificial appearance of the country is as remarkable as the natural. _ In one 
place, perhaps, you fee palaces upon which art has exhaufted all its magnificence, and. 
within a few paces you come to countries where men dwell in caverns under ground 
like the wild beafts. At Prefburg, Port, and Ofen, which are the largett cities in the 
country, and each of which contains 30,000 men, you believe yourfelf in the moft en- 
ee country in the world; and within a few miles of their gates, you feem to be in. 

ingrelia. > 

The {trongeft proof poffible that the country is miferable, is the contraft of” extreme 
poverty with extreme riches, and the nore firiking that contraft is, the greater is the 
mifery. A people may be very poor, and yet very happy; but when amidit ftraw huts, 
which hardly proteé their inhabitant$ from wind and weather, you fee marble palaces 
towering to the clouds, when in the midit of immenfe wilderneffes teianted by rfifer- 
able tkeletons, who hardly find roots in the fields to keep bedy and foul together, you 
meet with gardens with fountains in them, grottos, parterres, terrafles, ftatues, and coltly 
pictures; it is a fure fign that one part of the inhabitants live by pillaging the reft. 

Not jong after my arrival here, I made a party of pleafure to the caftle of Count 
Efterhazy, which lies a: about a day’s journey from Prefburg. Without a doubt, you 
are already acquainted with it from"Moore’s travels. There is no place in ‘France, Ver- 
failles alone excepted, fo magnificent as this; the caftle is immentely large, and full of 

every 
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every fumptuous article of expence that can be conceived. The garden contains every 
thing that human wit has invented for the improvement, or, as you may call it, the per- 
verfion of nature. ‘The pavilions of all kinds appear like the habitations of fo man 
fairies, and every thing is fo much above what you meet with in general, that you shih 
you are dreaming when you behold it. I fhall not attempt to give you an exatt defcrip- 
tion of what 1 faw here, but muft however obferve, that to the eyes of one who does not 
profefs himfelf a connoiffeur, there appeared to be fomewhat too much. I recolleét, 
that the walls of a Sala-Terrina were painted with figures twelve feet high, which to 
a fon of the earth, as 1am, appeared much too lofty for the fize of the room. Iknow 
how much you are for the great ftyle, and remember all you ufed to din into my pro- 
fane ears about the fine forms of the Roman fchool, but yet, I think if you had been here, 
you would have thought this rather too great a ftyle. 

What renders the magnificence of this place {till more {triking, is the very extraordi- 
nary contraft of it with the country round. The fake of Neufedler, which is not far 
from the caftle, forms a large morals, which extends for the fpace of feveral miles, and 
threatens in time to lay the great edifice under water, as it has already done great part 
of the country, which was Feaetly very produdtive. The inhabitants of the country 
round have the appearance of fo many ghofts, and are regularly plagued with agues 
every year, About half the money which the prince has laid out in beautifying his 
caftle, would not ofly have been fufficient to drain the fens, but would have taken as 
mych land again from the lake. As this is ever upon the encreafe, there is great rea- 
fon to fear it will entirely overflow the low country : the only way to prevent this, will 
_ be by making a canal to communicate with the Danube, an enterprize which would do 
the prince more honour than all the trifles he has been about. Within lefs than a day’s 
journey from the caftle, on the other fide, you will, meet the Kalmucks, Cherokees, 
‘Hottentots, and inhabitants of Terra del Fuego, in all their feveral occupations and 
fituations. 

Unwholefome-as the country is, particularly in fpring and winter, and though the 
prince himfelf has the ague very often, yet is he thoroughly fatisfied, that there is not a 
finer or more wholefome {pot under the fun, His caftle ftands quite alone, and he fees 
nobody but dependants, or ftrangers who come for the purpofe of admiration. The. 
prince has a puppet-fhew theatre, which is really extraordinary in its kind, for the pup- 
pets perform whole operas. You really do not know whether you fhould wonder or 
Taugh moft, when you fee the Didone, the Alcefte al Bivio, played throughout by puppets. 
The prince’s orcheftra is one of the beft I have yet heard. The great Haydn is his 
compofitor ; and he has got a poet, who is often very fortunate. The fcene-painters 
too are diftinguifhed men; in a word, the thing itfelf is little, but all the appendages are 
very great, ‘The prince often hires a company of ftrolling players, and keeps them for 
a month to play to him, and his fervants compofe all the audience. Thefe gentlemen 
appear upon the ftage with their hair about their ears, and the dreffesit pleafes fporting - 
fortune to furnith them with at the time; but it all does very well, for the prince is not 
fond of grand tragic movements, but on the contrary, delights in any extempore pieces 
of. wit, which thefe gentlemen may ftrike out, or which may be ftruck out for them. 
This prince has alfo a body-guard, compofed of very fine men. I was very forry that 
LT could not fee the famous Haydn, who was gone to Vienna to condudy a large concert. - 
_ It is faid, the prince has given him permiffion to make a journey to England, France, 
and Spain, where he will be received as his merits deferve, and get enough to come 
home with his purfe well filled. He has a brother, who is Maeftro di Capella at Straf- 
burg, a man of as much genius as Haydn himlelf, but who has not induftry enough to 
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LETTER XXXIV. 
Vienna. 

T SHOULD not have faid fo much of Hungary, had I not recolle€ted, that you con- 
fider it as an unknown country. What I have to fay of the other parts of the heredi- 
tary dominions of the Houfe of Auftria will be fo much the fhorter. 

Auftria, properly fo called, has throughout the appearance of a happy country ; here 
are no figns of the ftriking contraft betwixt poverty and riches, which offends fo much 
in Hungary. All the inhabitants, thofe of the capital only excepted, enjoy that happy 
mediocrity, which is the confequence of a gentle and wife adminiftration. " The farmer 
has property ; and the rights of the nobility, who enjoy a kind of lower judicial power, 
are well defined. The fouth and fouth-weft parts of the country are bounded by a 
ridge of hills, the inhabitants of which enjoy a fhare of profperity, unknown to thofe of 
the interior parts of France. I faw feveral villages on the banks of the Danube, whofe 
inhabitants dwelt in flone houfes. A fure fign of théir well-being, is their eating meat 
almoft every day, and roaft meat once or twice a week. ‘There are many villages and 
market towns, the inhabitants of which have bought themfelves off from vaffalage, are 
now their own governors, and belong fome of them to the eftates of the country; 
amongft thefe is the beautiful town of Stockeraw, about which is one of the prettiett 
countries I have yet feen. The cloyfters, the prelates of which belong to the eftates of 
the country, are the richeft in Germany, after the immediate prelacies and abbacies of 
the empire. 

The cloyfters are fome of the richeft in Germany. One of the great convents of Be- 
neditines is worth upwards of four thoufand millions of French livres, half of which 
goes to the exchequer of the country. A monk of this cloyfter, with whom I was con- 
verfing on the fate of religion, endeavoured to convince me of its decreafe fince the 
reign of Charles VI. by telling me, that in thofe times they paid only five or fix thoufand 
florins to the ftate, whereas now they pay near ten times as much. There are no great - 
hopes that this thermometer will ftand {till under the prefent Emperor; on the con- 
trary, it is rather to be feared that it will fall to nothing; Klofterneuburg, Polten, Got- 
tevaich, and fome other prelacies, are as warm as that I have juft mentioned. 

Lower Auftria yearly exports more than two millions worth of guilders of wine ta 
Moravia, Bohemia, Upper Auftria, Bavaria, Saltzburg, and part of Styria and Carin- 
thia. This wine is four, but has a great deal of ftrength, and may be carried all over 
the world without danger; when it is ten or twenty years old it is very good. Notwith- 
ftanding this, however, all this trade would be knocked up at a blow, if the exportation 
of the Hungary wines was not reitrained by fevere prohibitions.’ ° 

Thefe limitations, of which I have faid fomething to you in a former letter, make 
part of a plan, which was probably originally devifed by the priefts, and which the nobles 
have helped them to make perfect. It is an ancient law, and the peafant fhall introduce 
no alterations on his eftate. He is not allowed to root up his vines and turn his land 
to tillage or pafture. There is no doubt, but this extraordinary law took its rife from 
the tithes paid to the clergy ; as thefe were always to be paid in kind, they of courfe 
oppoled every degree of alteration. Were the law now to be altered, many eftates 
would certainly lofe a great deal by it, but others would be increafed in proportion; for 
inftance, a great number of the faffron fields, the cultivation of which is always-trouble- 
fome and expenfive. would be turned to other and hetter niennfee Even in Krome. 
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where the beft faffron grows, the inhabitants complain exceedingly of being obliged to 
cultivate this commodity. ‘There are likewife feveral other articles, fugh as fax, hemp, 
tebacco, and the like, which the farmer might grow were it not for this prohibition, 
which alfo prevents him from taking the advantage of the markets, and varying the 
produce of his land in proportion as the value of the things changes. With regard to 
agriculture itfelf, every f{pecies of prohibition is detrimental 3 all that the legiflature has 
to do is to remove natural obftacles 3 when this is done, nature will do the reft of her- 
felf. This countryis very well peopled. Mr. Schlofler, in his political journal, which 
<ontains an account of the population of Auftria, eftimates that-of this country at 
2,100,000 men. For my part, I confider this eflimate as much too large ; but the fa@ 
is, that partly from the ignorance, and partly from the pride of people here, who love 
to [well and magnify every thing that belongs to the country, it is extremely difficult to 
get at the truth, A ftranger, however, who has been here fome time, and has ftudied 
whatever belongs to the country very accurately, aflured me that the population of 
Upper and Under Auftria together did not amount. to more than 1,800,000 men, IF 
you include the inhabitants of the capital in the number, ftill this will be a very confider- 
able population, ee : 

The revenue of this country is about 14,000,000 of florins, of which the city of Vie 
enna contributes above five, as one man in the capital earns as much as three in the 
country. 

The fouthern parts of Auftria are covered with hills, which rife gradually from the 
‘banks of the Danube to the borders of Stiria, and are covered with woods. They lofe 
themfelves in the mafs of mountains which run to the fouth of Germany, and ftretch 
through all Stiria, Carniola, Carinthia, and Tyrol, to the Swifs Alps, and are probably, 
after Savoy‘and Switzerland, the higheft part of the earth. 

The inhabitants of this extenfive ridge of mountains are all very much alike, they are 
a ftrong, large, and the Scitres excepted, a very handfome people. ‘The people of Ty- 
‘rol, whom I vifited in an excurfion from Munich, diftinguifh themfelves by their dili- 
gence. Some drivea trade with figures made of {tucco as far as Hollands others make 
works in ftone and wood for the churches; another part of them travel through Ger- 
many with Italian wares and fruits, and bring home a large quantity of money. A 
fourth fet deals in quack drugs, falves, wonder-working pills, eifences, tintures, &c. 

Notwithftanding its woods and the hills covered with fnow, Tyrol is well inhabited and 
well peopled. It contains about fix hundred thoufand fouls, and pays the ftate about 
32000,000 of florins. ‘The filver and copper works at Schwafs are oneof the molt pro- 
fitable things in the Emperor’s hereditary dominions, and-the falt works at Halle yield 
annually about 300,000 florins. 

Tnipruck is a fine city, containing fourteen thoufand inhabitants. Boffen is the molt 
confiderable after this.- They had formerly very fine fairs, but thefe have been entirely 
ruined by the cuftoms; - all ‘Tyrol complains of and curfes the cuftoms. 

The Carinthians'excel the other inhabitants of thefe mountains in ftrength and fize. 
They are like their horfes, which are reckoned the itronveft in Europe, and never tire; 
Their bread is made of maize; and their land produces the beft {teel known,. which 
the Englith ufe for their finett works. ‘The population confifts cf four hundred thou- 
fand fouls. The inhabitants of Carinthia, Gortz, and the Auftrian Iftria, may be fet at 
five hundred thoufand: — Stiria contains about feventy thoufand mhabitants. Gratz, the 
capital, is a fine city; there are perlons in it who. who have-from 30 to 40,009 Horins 
income, and the luxury that prevails is. not to be defcribed. They have four regular 
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nary food of the common citizens. They made me almoft fick only with the fight of — 
their pafties, tarts, ragouts, &c. ‘Ighey talk of nothing but the kitchen and the ¢ellar ; 
and, their attention to the preparation of their dinners only excepted, do not feem many 
degrees above orang-outangs. ‘The other luxuries are in proportion. ‘This is the great 
mart for all indecent and irreligious books, Hence they are exported into the reft of 
the country. You find villages in Tyrol entirely inhabited by ftatuaries; they will, how- 
ever, always be more famous for their capons than their learning. You may have a 
capon here for 20 créutzers, a pair of fine chickens for 10 or 12, a bottle of very good 
wine for 12, and a pound of rye bread forone. Gratz and the fuburbs contain about 
thirty thoufaad inhabitants. ; 

The country is cultivated to the top of the higheft hills. Though pafturage is the 
principal bufinefs of the people, the land produces corn enough to nourifh its numerous 
inhabitants, or if there is ever the leaft want, they are fupplied from Hungary almott for 
nothing. The flax and hemp, which have been introduced here, as well as in Carin- 
thia, are extremely good, and produce very large fums. The mines employ a great 
numiber of people, and as they are worked very cheap anfwer extremely Well. Indeed 
the whole of the country is favourable to this kind of bufinefs. The hills are covered 
with wood, which in general coits no more than the expence of cutting down and tran{- 
porting to the place where it is to be ufed in the furnaces. Sometimes too it is floated 
by the rivers without any expence of tranfporting at all, The numerous brooks in the 
valleys afford opportunities of erecting the furnaces near the pits, fo that every thing 
contributes to fave expence. The belt mineral of the country is iron, of which they 
make an excellent fteel. 

The number of thofe who have the goitre, and the fize of it, is more remarkable in 
Stiria than in Carinthia, Ukrania, or the Tyrol. Some think this diforder owing in 
part to the fnow and ice water, and in part to the particles of earth and ftone with 
which the wells of the country are impregnated. Others will have it, that it arifes from 
the cultom of feafoning the meat a great deal, and drinking cold water afterwards. I 
beg leave to add a fourth’ caule, and leave all to operate together for the produétion of 
this phcenomenon. The caufe I mean is the cold, to which all the inhabitants are ex- 
pofed. . You know that the folar rays, being refle€ted on all fides by the hills which 
encompals the valleys, occafion an extraordinary heat. I recolleét, as 1 have been wan- 
dering through narrow valleys, to have breathed an air fo glowing, that it feemed to 
come from a furnace. Whenever, therefore, there is the leaft motion in the air, the 
preffure will make it more fenfibly felt than on higher vales or hills, where it can ex- 
pand more; the cold is confequently greater. Now as thefe people commonly go with 
their necks and throats bare, whenever there is a cool current, the weak part of the 
throatis the firft attacked by the moifture, and the perfpiration there is topped. 

It is an obfervation which has been made in Valois, Savoy, and other countries, that 
the inhabitants of the lower vallies are more expofed to this evil, than thofe which live 
higher up. This, no doubt, muft be owing to the more frequent changes of air in the 
low grounds, whereas higher up it always continues cool. There are alfo a kind of 
ideots in this country, who can hardly fpeak, and are only fit for the labours of the 
field. Their number is great, and the neglect with which they are treated, whilft they 
are young, may probably have tended to increafe their ftupidity. 

Ali the inhabitants of thefe hills are freemen, who have long fince fhaken off the feu- 
dal yoke, under which the greateft part of Europe ftill groans. The marks of their 
freedom are very vifible, for, ill as this country has been treated by nature, in com- 
parifon with its neighbour Hungary, it is every where much better cultivated, and more 
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-populous ‘than the latter. When you fee the farmer here force his nourifhment from 
‘the almoft bare rocks, and think of the beautiful plains in Hungary that lay waite and 
‘uncultivated, the value of property and liberty firikes you in its full force. Thefe 
countries and Auftria are not half as large as Hungary, and yet they not only yield a 
much greater revenue than that does, but there is an appearance of eafy circumftances 
throughout, of which the Hungarians have no notion. © that governors would but 
fee how much the intereft of the governed is united with their own! 

The characteriftic of the inhabitants of all this country is ftriking bigotry, united with 
firiking fenfuality. You need only fee what is going forwards here to be convinced, 
that the religion taught by the monks, is as ruinous for the morals as it is repugnant to 
‘Chriftianity. The Cicifbeos accompany the married women from their beds to church, 
cand lead them to the very confeflional. The pilgrimage to Mariazell is a ceremony half 
religious and half profane, with which the ladies of Gratz are highly delighted. ‘Their 
Jovers generally accompany them there; in fhort, it is to the people of this country 
what Bath, and the other water-drinking places, are to the reft of Europe. A friend 
of. mine had the honour to accompany a lady who went there with her lover. As it 
was expected that the next day, being the feaft of the Virgin, there would be great 
crowds at confeflion, the lady was afked, whether it would not be better to expedite 
matters over night: “No,” anfwered the, “ for if I do, 1 fhall have to confels again to- 
morrow morning, before I can go to the facrament with a pure confcience.” She was 
prefled to anticipate a confeflion, but this it fees would not do. The women of fafhion 
make no more [cruple of {peaking of their lovcrs in public companies than thofe of Vi- 
enna do. A cicifbeo is, it feems, as much the fafhion as Hungary water... The women 
of this place are not like the French ones, who let their lovers languith a great while 5 
on the contrary, they are eafily gained. Their lovers are chiefly officers, or high 
churchmen, between which orders, on this account, there is a conftant rivality and 
jealouly. 

The bigotry of the public in thefe parts, which, from the mixture of gallantry with 
4t, is {till to be found even amongtt people of rank, degenerates amongft the common 
people into the groflelt and moft abominable buffoonery. ‘The Windes, who are mixed 
with the Germans in thefe countries, diftinguifh themfelves by a fuperftitious cuftom, 
that does little honour to the human underftanding, and would be incredible, if we had 
not the moft unequivocal proofs of the fact before our eyes. Many years ago, they fet 
-out, in company with fome Hungarian enthufiafts, to Cologne on the Rhine, which is 
about one hundred and twenty German miles diftant, to cut off the beard of a crucifix 
there. Every feven years this operation is repeated, as in this fpace of time the beard 
grows again to its former length. ‘The rich perfons of the affociation fend the poorer 
ones as their deputies, and the magiftrates of Cologne receive them as ambaffadors from 
a foreign prince, ‘They are entertained at the expence of the ftate, and a counfellor 
{hews them the moft remarkable things in the town. I know not whether we ought to 
laugh mott at the remote town of Cologne, or at thofe poor peafants. There is, in- 
deed, fome excule for the former, as the farce brings in large fums of money at ftated 
times, and may therefore deferve political encouragement, but ftill, however, it is the 
moft miferable and meaneft way of gain that can be imagined. ‘Yhefe Windes have 
slone the right to fhave our Saviour, and the beard grows only for them. ‘They firmly 
believe, that if they did not do this fervice to the crucifix, the earth would be fhut to 
them for the next feven years, and there would be no harvefts. For this reafon they 
are obliged to carry the hair home with them, as the proof of having fulfilled their-com- 
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The Imperial court has fora long time endeavoured in vain 
hich deprives agriculture of fo many ufeful hands. When 
they would go clandeftinely. At length the court 
thought of the expedient of forbidding the regency of Cologne to let then enter the 
‘This happened fix years ago, and the numerous embafly was obliged to beg its 
n without the wonderful beard, (which, without doubt, the capuchins, to 
cifix belonged, ufed to put together from their own. In future they will 
nger of travelling fo far for nothing. Ido not hear but 
that, fince this accident, the corn has come up as well as it did before ; but whether the 
beard is ftill growing or not Tcannot fay. Icould give you fill more ftriking traits of 
the fuperftition of the inhabitants of the inner parts of Auttria, but as this furpaffes them 
all, it may ferve asa fufficient meafure of the human underftanding in thefe parts. The 
trade which thefe monks carry on with holy falves, oils, &c. is ftill very confiderable ; 
a prohibition of the court, lately publifhed, has rather leffened it, but it cannot be en- 
tirely fuppreffed till next generation. It is now carried on fecretly, but perhaps to nearly 


as great an amount as formerly. 


preferved as holy rcliques. 
to prevent this emigration, w 
the Windes could not go openly, 


town. 
way back agai 
whom the cru 
not, moft probably, run the da 


LETTER XXXV. 
Vienna. 
AS there were fome of the provinces of the hereditary dominions of the Houfe of 
Auttria which I did not vifit, you mutt content yourfelf with fuch accounts of their po- 
pulation and commerce as I have been able to colle&, partly from public papers, and 
partly from converfations with fenfible men. In order to give you an idea of their com- 
parative merits, we will firft caft our eyes upon the whole. Mr. Schloffer, whofe ufeful 
letters { have already mentioned, and fhall have occafion to fpeak more of hereafter, gives 
s of the Auftrian monarchy, according to which the 


a litt of the refpeétive population 
whole amounts to twenty-feven millions. I fancy he is now convinced himfelf that his 


correfpondent faw the fubjects of Auftria through a magnifying glafs. As {everal parts 
of this lift have been amended from better accounts: thus, for inftance, in Auftrian. 
Poland and Bukowina, they now reckon only two million eight hundred thoufand 
fouls; whereas, in the firft lifts, they were reckoned at. three millions nine hundred 
thoufand. 

The firft number of thefe “ Political Letters” contains another lift, which feems to. 
me to approach much nearer to the truth; for though the population of particular parts 
may be laid too high, this is made up for by the omiffion of the particular provinces of 
Hlyria and Bukowina, which are entirely leftout, The following lifts | have in a great 


qneafure from the beft hands : 


Souls. 
Hungary, with the now annexed Temefwar 534.00,00% 
Illyria - - - 1,400,000 
Tranfylvania - - 1,090,000 
Auftrian Poland, together with Bukowina 2,809,000 
Bohemia - - . 2,100,000 
Moravia - - - 1,000,000 
Silefia - - - 200,056 


Carried forward. ‘os 12,900,000 
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Souls, 

Brought forward 13,900,000 

Upper and Lower Auttria, and Styria - 700,C0O 
Carniola, Ukrania, Gorts, and Htria - 1,000,000 
Farther Auftria and Falkenftein - 30,000 
Tyrol . aaa - 600,000 

~ Netherlands ‘ : - 1,800,0c0 
Lombardy - - 1,200,000 





19,500,000 | 








Twill not infift upon it that this lift is fo accurate as to. make it a great violation of 
truth, to give round numbers, and ftate the whole at.twenty millions ; but I would not 
believe in more than twenty millions, if all the privy counfellors in the empire faid it 
together. 

ie only requires eyes to fee, that the territories of Auftria are not fo well peopled 
throughout as France is. ‘Ihe difference in the fize of the two countries is inconfider- 
able. How then is it poffible that Aultria fhould be as well peopled as France (which 
hardly contains twenty-four millions) when the greateft part of it has no confiderable 
manufactures, and in great part of Hungary and Poland there are not even hands to do 
the neceflary work? Agriculture, in however flourifhing ftate it be in a country, does 
not render it as populous as manufaétures do. The fphere of the former is contracted, 
that of the latter not. You would fill a large tra@ of country with the men who inhabit 
one of our large manufacturing towns. But befides this, the agriculture of Hungary 
and Auftrian Poland, which make above one half of the Imperial dominions is not nearly 
fo good as that of moft of our provinces. In France the towns are at leaft as full again 
of inhabitants as thofe of the Auftrian dominions, ahd yet the country, take it altogether, 
is well peopled. It is only thofe parts of the hereditary dominions of Auftria, that are 
German, which can vie with France in agriculture and population. 

Some of the data on which the lifts which make the population of Auftria amount to 
twenty-feven millions are founded, are truly ridiculous. For inftance, Mr. Schloffer’s 
correfpondent will have it that the Auffrian Netherlands contain f@pr millions ; though 
the United Netherlands which are fo much larger and moft uncommonly peopled, do 
not contain more than two millions five hundred thoufand inhabitants. ‘The circum 
ference of all the Auftrian Netherlands contains, at moft, five hundred German fquare 
miles. According to this account, therefore, each fquare mile would cqntain eight 
thoufand men; and as Luxemburg and the northern parts of Brabant are confeffedly 
but thinly peopled, the remaining provinces muit have at leaft ten thousand fouls in ever 
{quare mile ; a population, I wiil venture to fay, not to te met With in any part of Ea 
rope, the environs of London, Naples, and Paris, not excepted. In a journey I made 
to Holland. I was aflured from good information at Bruffels, that the population of the 
Auftrian Netherlands amounted only to one million eight hundred thoufand: fouls, and 
this is a great deal ; as even, according to this ftatement, there will te three thoufand 
fix hundred men tor every geographical German {quare mile. : 

’ The ftatement of the income of the Houfe of Auftria, which Mr. Schloffer gives us, 
is accurate as far as it goes, but is not quite perfect. He does not reckon Illyria, Lom. 
bardy, and the Netherlands; and the exports from Hungary and T: anfylvania are, put 
rather under the mark, I fancy the following will curn out a pretty : ceurate account ; 

14 Bannat 
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Yes 


3 Imperial, 
Bannat - - 1,500,000. 
Tranfylvania - - - 3,009,000 
Illyria - - 6,000,000 
Baland, together with Bukowina 1,200,000 
Bohemia - - 21,409,000 
Moravia - - §00,C00 
Silefia . - - 700,000 
All thecircles of Auftria - 32,700,000 
Netherlands - - 7,000,000 
Lombardy, - - 8,000,000 

82,000,000 





‘Thefe 82,002,090 of Imperial guilders make about 98,400,0ce Rhenith guilders, or 
about 215,020,000 of French livres; which is about 145,000,000 livres lefs than the in- 
come of our court, (the colonies not included,)and about as much as the revenue of Great 
Brin. When we confider that France contains about 4,000,000 more inhabitants than 
Auttria does, that its commerce is much more flourifhing, and that Hungary and Illy- 
ria yield fo little in proportion to their fize, the proportion of the produce of the two 
countries will be thought pretty near the truth. 

‘The account of the expenditures which Mr. Schloffer’s correfpondent has fubjoined 
to his account of the revenue is notorioufly falfe. The expences of the army are laid at 
17,000,000 of guilders; but though, in proportion to the ftrength of the two coun- 
trices, the army of this court cofts a third lefs than ours does, the Emperor’s military 
expences, including the large magazines and recruiting money, come to 28,000,000 4 
year. Some perfons of credit make the fum ftill larger. Mr. Schloffer’s correfpondent 
fiates the penfions only at a million; but it is eafy to fee that as much again may be 
given in penfions, and yet none of thofe who muft neceffatily fubfift by the bounty of 
the court be much richer. Befides all this, the account of the expenditure mult be 
falfe ; for Mr. Schloffer’s correfpondent has made it agree with the. :venue, which he 
has {tated at 27,000,qg0 guilders lefs than it really is. 

Lrecolle& to have read ina {peech fpoken in parliament by an Englifh minifter, who 
wanted to fhew the rank his country held in the fyftem, a comparative ftate of the reve- 
nues of the feveral great powers in Europe. He eltimated the revenue of France at 
twelve, that ef Great Britain at nine, that of Ruffia at feven, and that of Auftria at fix 
millions {terling. ‘This is filly enough 5 but it is not as abfurd as what is faid by Lin- 
guct, who, inh annals of Europe, ventures to entertain a doubt, whether Auftria has 
power enough to fecure the welt of Europe from the danger of a Turkith invafion; and 
therefure cracioufly advifes the other European powers to help this houfe to a flice of Ger- 
many or Turkey, ia order to enable it to meafure fpearswith the Turk. Aufiria is ftillwith- 
out doubt the fecond power of Europe. ‘The revenue of Ruffia confifts of 32,000,000 
of rubles, which, according to the prefent value of the ruble, does not amount to more 
than 64,0¢00,c00 of Imperial guilders. No doubt but Ruffia may do aftonifhing things 
with its income at home, where the firft neceffaries of life are alfo cheap; but it has not 
neurly the number of refources to carry on operations out of its own borders as this 
court has. ‘The times of Leoppld and Charles VI. have long been gone by. Within 
this lat twenty years a-change has taken place in the adminiftration of the Imperial fi- 
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nances, which will aftonifh the world, as foon as this court has an opportunity of thew. 
ing its power. I do not believe it wants as much time as Ruflia wanted when it begun 
the laft war to be a full match for the Turks. As the revenue of Great Britain was 
nearly equal to that of this country, previous to the breaking out @f this war, but has 
been a little Ieffened by the lofs of America, Auftria has no rival to fear, even at pre- 
fent, but France; but the former isa rifing power, and in filty years time the two 
crowns will be nearly equally trong. ‘Though it be true, that Ruffia does contain fome 
millions of inen more than the Auftrian monarchy, there are amongtt the former fe- 
veral Kamtfchatdales, Samoides, and Laplanders, who are of little more poktical eftima- 
tion than their cattle. | Both powers are making hafly ftrides to greatnefs, and in the 
next century will probably play the parts which France and England played from the 
end of the laft to the middle of this, that is, the quiet and balance of Europe will de- 
pend upon them. This court will not fufler the Ruffian to take one ftep, without tuking 
the fame, or perhaps two, as was the cafe in the partition ef Poland, which I now know 
tor certain, originated in this country. Ruffla bore all the expences of the Turkifh, 
or to fay better, of the Polith war ; and when matters came toa divifion, Auftria gained 
more than Ruffia and Pruffia together. The Auftrian part of Poland, together with 
Bukowina, which was taken from the Turks, is not larger than the fhare which Ruflia 
had ; but itcontains more men, and produces at leaft half as much again as the Ruffiaa 
and Proflian parts put together. According to the beft accounts, the Ruffian part con- 
tains only two millions one hundred thoufand, and the Pruflian fix hundred and fifty 
thoufand ; whereas in the Auftrian, as I have ftated them, there are two millions eight 
hundred thoufand fouls. Befides this larger population, Auftria has likewife the advan- 
tage of the very productive falt-works of Wielitfka, and the greateft part of Poland is 
dependent upon it for this neceflary of life. ‘The ftrength of Auftria is compaét ; but 
that of Rufliais broken. They talk here of a partition of Turkey, as a thing refolved 
on by the two Imperial courts, and even the public papers begin to mention it; but I 
do not believe it, as it is well known that there wasa plan of the fame kind formed by 
the two courts in the year 1730. Should there, however, be any thing in it, and fhould 
not our court have-a power to conjure the form, this would probably be the lat treaty 
of friendfhip between Auftria and Ruflia; for as foon as the Pgrte hall be deftzoyed, 
and the two Chriftian empires have their limits on the borders of the Black Sea, they 
mult of neceflity grow jealous of each other, as with refpect to trade, and other circum 
ftances, they will be exaétly in the fame fituation as France and Great Britain were in, 
with regard to each other, 








LETTER XEXVEL 





Prenna. 

BY degrees the Emperor begins to fhew a little of the plan which he has fo long kept 
concealed in his own breaft. You mutt not expect me to give you a circumftantial ac- 
count of the new regulations which have appeared, or will appear in future. J think of 
leaving this town next week ; but you will have quicker and more complete intelligence 
from the newfpapers, than I can give you on my travels. Certainly our chafte French 
Gazette is not the channel to convey matters of this kind to you; it will indeed inform 
you very circumitantially, that the Emperor went one day to church, another day a hunt- 
ing, and a thirdto the concert ; that he let his hand be kiffed, and what coat, or preat 
coat he wore in one and the other place. You will not hear by thischannel, of the 


laws 
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of the abolition of cloifters, of the diminution of the ‘papal 
authority 5 you will not hear that liberty is promifed to every fetary to worfh’p God in, 
his own way ; that Auftria has become independent of ail foreign influence; that mon- 
kery is no more 5 that the clergy are become the fervants of the ftate: the abolition, 
too, of feudal tenures 5 the diminution of the pernicious privileges of the nobles; the 
reform in the courts of juitice ; greater fimplicity in all the operations of government ; 
univerfal and rigid ceconomy ; advancement of philofophy ; extetifion of civil liberty 
and patriotic feclings ; encouragement of merit; all thefe thinss are attetfded to by Jo- 
feph, with a zeal and fteadinefs which will render Auftria ina fhort time, the aftonifh- 
ment of the world, and one of the moft flourifhing and mighty empires in it. 

Perhaps you will afk what is to become of the arts? Will there alfo be academies of 
infcriptions ‘and belles lettres } Arcadian affemblies, academies of painting and ftatuary ? 
Mott certainly there will. One of the latter is an old inftitution ; and as for the others, 
there are as many able fubjects here as at Paris. Here are perfons enough who have 
time and talents fufficient to make each other fenfelefs compliments in periodical publi- 
ies to raife fome infipid perfarmance, the author of which has 
flattered their vanity into repute, and to opprefs a writer of meric, who has veatured to 
difpute their judgment. Nor are there wanting perfons who are capable of giving the 
mott old fathioned thought an air of noveliy, or publifhing mutilated tranflations as 
their own works. It is indeed but eight or ten years fince molt of the new pieces which 
appcared on the French and Englith ftages, were publithed here as original compofitions, 
Thefe things, therefore, will exift; but the Emperor will fearcely lay out a penny in 
this way; he knows better what to do with his money ; and it had been well for us, 
had we applied the money which thefe inftitutions have coft us to any other purpofe, had 
it been only that of making canals to carry off the dirt which makes fuch a ftink in the 
choaked up common fewers, and has already fuffocated many. 

Here, methinks, I fee you look on me with contempt; for I know you live and move 
only for the belles lettres, and pity us barbarians who do not facrifice fo ardently to the 
Well do I remember all the kind things you ufed to fay of my ftupidity 
and coldnefs, or whatever elfe you pleafed to call it, whenever I happened not to have the 
feeling you had, on meeting with a good epigram, a lively defcription, or a fine print 
or drawing. But, my dear brother, every man fees things in his own way, and, as in 
compliance with your leading paflion, I have taken the trouble to give you a great deal 
of intelligence about the German theatre and poetry, &c. &c. and promife you a great 
deal more from the northern parts of Germany, you will not take it amils if I fay fome- 
thing to you in jultification of my own tafte, and peculiar way of thinking. 

Tell me then, my deareft brother, if it be not a truth which all hiftory attefls, that in 
every nation the zera of the arts and fciences has immediately preceded their fall ? I will 
not be at the pains to prove this, by a long dedu@tion of events from the hiftory of 
Greece to this time. ‘You may recollect the excellent note of a Tyrolefe moak upon a 
paflage in Columella, published by the author of Voyages en differents Pays de PEurape. 
it contains the ftrongeit evidence which hiftory can give, that a country in which thofe 
arts which contribute chiefly to amufement, are held in high eftimation, and are the moft 
faccefsful way of gaining honour and fortune, is a country verging faft to ruin. You 
will fay that the fault is pot in the arts and {ciences themfelves. Right; but when they 

et acertain fuperiority in a nation over the other employments of the mind, they muit 
draw deftructive confequences after them. Frivolity, weaknefs, profution, negle& of 
more laborious purfuits and occupations, oftentation, wrong judgment in choofing the 


fervants of the ftate, a warm and immoderate defire of ornaments, &c. are neceflary 
con. 


Jaws relating to toleration, 


cations ; to make part 


divine arts. 
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confequences of all thefe elegancies, when they are carried to that abufe which borders 
fo near on the good ufe of them. And what do they contribute to the real happinels 
of men? Are they any thing more than a fplendid dream? How fhort, too, has this era 
been with all nations? After the generation of wits, generally there has fucceeded a to- 
tally illiterate Lorde, who have awakened thofe the arts had put to fleep with blows, and 
taid them in chains before they had well rubbed their eyes. How long is it fince the 
days of Corneille and Racine? And we are already exhaufted! Poor nation! 

Not that I altogether refufe my approbation to works of genius, or would leave them 
quite unrewarded. I only wifh that an exceffive liberality thall not confound merit and 
demerits, and encourage that contagious fpread of virtii and bel efprit, which, if not 
guarded againft, foon infe&ts a whole nation, and deftroys the balance that fhould ever 
fubfift between the w/eful and agreeable. I am convinced the Emperor will not refute 
to do juftice to the poet, the painter, and every artift of real merit, nor leave them un- 
rewarded, But the application of philofophy to the improvement of government; but 
thofe branches of mathematics and phyfics which are connected with civil induftry ;— 
but thofe arts and {ciences, in fhort, which contribute to the lafting happinefs of the 
country, have ftill more to expeét from him. And can you take this ill of him? His 
court will hardly refemble that of an Auguftus, who could give a penfion of 4500 louis 
to a poet, whilft he owed his old foldiers their pay. Certainly not. But Auftria is advanc- 
ing apace to the happy ttmes of Henry IV. the times in which a nation begins to feel 
itfelf; when the foundation of national riches are laid; when civil liberty and peace are 

Secured from the attacks of the monks and nobles; when the proper balance is efta- 
blithed between all ranks of the ftate; when the fine arts and {ciences, agreeable to 
their proper diftinétion, are only ufed for,recreation, and more is not expended on 
them than a prudent ceconomical father, who meafures all his expences by the {tate of 
his fortune, would lay out on his pleafures; and when from this very reafon, to wit, be. 
caufe they hold the rank they ought to hold, they thrive better than when exceflive en- 
couragement connetts a train of votaries to them, who only love them for the fake of 
what they procure. When the arts become the means of gaining a livelihood, there is 
an end of all great works ; and when artifts form a corporation, as with us, it is a corpo. 
ration of apes and monkies. How rare are original geniufes! Would millions raife a 
Voltaire ? 

Pardon this digreffion, which was not fo much a lafh to your hobby horfe, as an effu- 
fion of my efteem for the Emperor, whom I would wifh to juftify in your fight. I know 
that you cannot eafily forgive his doing fo little for the fine arts; but confider, brother, 
he lays out from 10 to 20,000 louis d’ors in fupporting thofe who carry on ufeful em- 
ployments, every one of whom that wifhes to eftablifh a ufeful manufactory, may have 
any fum advanced at a {mall, or even without any intereft at all. He affifts all who will 
fettle in the country in every way. He makes roads, builds villages, towns, and harbours, 
and has an army of at leaft three hundred thoufand men to fupport. Ought he to be 
circumfcribed in thefe expences, in order to eftablifh an Academy of . Jnfcriptions and 
Belles Lettres? Forbid it patriotifm, forbid it humanity ! 

Perhaps in time he will do fomething for your goddeffes, when all the court debts are 
paid, his finances in complete order, and the cloilters thinned. His debts are certainly 
not fo great as ours, and yet they amount to about 160,000,000 of florins, and he is 
obliged to pay 18,000,000 a year, in intereft and capital. The lands belonging to the 
cloiiters and religious foundations, in the Imperial hereditary lands, are eftimated at 
300,000,000 of florins, of which nearly one half comes from the Netherlands and Lom- 
bardy. Poffibly the mufes may in time inherit fome of this immenfe wealth. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XXXVI. 





TO-MORROW I leave this place; I fhal! tay fome 
pect to hear from you. 

It is now evident what the Emperor was about during hi 
the ftrangers who are here, are aftonifhed at the fhort time in whieh cae 
and moft total revolutions has been effected ; a fire fign that it was thought 
before, and all the materials prepared. The nobility and clergy ura every ¢ 
convinced that it will go harder and harder with them: but they make no refitance ; 
for both orders are entirely difarmed. Notwithftanding their great riches, the nobility 
are enfeebled by their effeminacy and diflipation, and the clergy have a fnake in their 
own bofoms which will fling them to death.- This fnake is philofophy ; which, under 
the femblance of theology, has glided even to the epifeopal chair. Molt of the younger 
ecclefiaftics are infe&ted by the poifon of this fnake m the univerfities, They all know 
that there is a Febronius in the world, and fome of them are only acquainted with hira 
as a heretic ; yet as the arguments of the cowl have a much greater effe€t upon them 
than the arguments of their profeffors, and as the court is evidently friendly to him, 
they are not unwilling to be reconciled to their old enemies. The Bellarminifts, who 
poflefs all the great benefices, ftill make, it is true, the greater number; but if once 
they are in danger of lofing their cures, or the twenty-five thoufand advocates ia the 
imperial dominions, who have long been ready with arguments, are ordered to charge, 
they will no doubt make very little refiftance. 

I do not believe there is a fingle man of underftanding in the army, who does not 
moft thoroughly approve the Emperor’s new regulations. . This part of the adminif- 
tration of the country has been in his hands a confderable time ; and it carries marks 
in every part of it, of having been fo. Amongft all the Imperial officers 1 was acquainted 
with, 1 did not meet with one, of a certain age, who did not poffefs a certain fund of 
philofophy. During my ftay here, I found them by far the beft company inthe place ; 
and, with the permiflion of the Profeffors, Do€tors, andother Literati, muftthink them by 
far the moft enlightened people in the Auftrian dominions. I will anfwer for finding 
many corporals in the Imperial army who have more fenfe than nine out of ten of the 
literati. ‘There has long been a freedom of thinking and reafoning in the army, which 
is a flrong contraft to what obtains elfewhere, and does the Emperor the utmoft ho- 
nour. Every regiment has a library to itfelf, and the officers find means to procure 
every good book, however prohibited it may be. ‘The King of Pruffia has no longer 
Pope be-falved and be-confecrated generals, as he ufed to call Daun, to contend with. 
Even amongift the common foldiers you may obferve a kind of natural logic, which is 
the confequence of the way in which they are managed, and which you may trace in 
their tents, in their manceuvres, in their tables, and in every thing that belongs to 
them. There is not a veltige left of the bigotry which herctefore made the Imperial 
army fo conipicuous. What indeed will the black troop undertake again a corps con- 
ducted as this is? ‘Che Emperor will not find the fame facility in reforming the ad- 
miniftration of civil and criminal juftice, as he will meet with in reforming the church. 
‘There is ftiil a formidabie darknefs over all this part of legifiation. The defects, part- 
ly owing to the laws themfelves, and the forms of admiuiltcring juitice, and partly 
increafed through the ftupidity, pedantry, diffolutenefs, felfthacis, and want of pa- 
triotifm of the fervants of the court, have long been felt. ‘Vhe Tkte Emprefs endea- 
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voured to remedy them, but in vain; for were the Codex Therefianus ten times lefs 
barbarous than it is, fill little would have been done. ‘There is a want of men to 
give vigour to laws, however good. 

During the time he was only a kind of viceroy, the Emperor took all the pains he 
was able, to throw more light upon the adminiftration of juitice, and to render it more 
impartial ; ncr do 1 believe there is a fingle inflance of a firiking and notorious act of 
injuttice having been committed by any of his immediate fervants ; but he could not 
create new fubjects ; and as long as pride, lazinefs, and the love of fhew, continue to 
be leading features in the charaéters of the principal members of the courts of juftice, it is 
impoftible but that fraud, chicanery, and indeed roguery of every kind, muit find their 
way in proceffes fo complicated as thefe are. 

Criminal juftice is, indeed, in a moft piteous condition. When you read the Codex 
Thercfianus, you would conceive that it had been compofed for a horde of Ba/chis, 
Here are punifhments for crimes which have not been heard of in the country for a 
century ; and penalties very grievous indeed, but at the fame time moft ridiculous, 
when you compare the ftate oi the country and the ftate of the law, for offences which 
happen every day, but raife no clamour, fuch as fornication, adultery, and fodomy. 
This, however, is not fo great an evil; for let laws be as fevere as they will, ftill they 
expofe civil and natural liberty to no danger, and the moft inhuman laws that can be 
devifed, are better than no law at all; or what amounts to the fame thing, the non-ob- 
fervance cf any. The latter unfortunately is the cafe here. It was foon feen that the Codex 
Therefianus agreed neither with the manners nor the character of the people, and the 
court became afhamed, at the time that all Europe was making an outcry about hu- 
manity, the abolition of capital punifhments, &c. &c. of a ftatute-book which had no~ 
thing im it but halters, gibbets, fwords, &c, What was to be done? They would not 
repeal the law; but contented themfelves with an univerfal requilition to the judges to 
be mild, and not to infli@ capital punithments without neceffity. This mifunderltood le- 
nity is the greateft tyranny in the world. The moft crucl law that can be devifed can- 
not commit murder. Qn the contrary, the more cruel the law is, the more depravity 
_ and obftinacy it befpeaks to fin againft it; but the general direétion, to “ have recourfe 
to no capital punifhments without neceflity,” tends to fubmit the guilty to the difcre- 
tion of the judge, and thus undermines one of the principal props of civil liberty. As long 
as laws, let them be as fevere as they will, are rigidly obferved, the tran{greflor is 
without excufe. .He knew the law, and not to guard againft the penalty of it, befpoke 
wickednefs and weaknefs ; but in the laft cafe he may be the victim of circumftances, 
with which his crime has not the leaft conne@tion. I will relate a fa€t to you, which 
happened fome years ago at Lintz, which, though it relates to military juftice, will 
give you a very good idea of the {tate of criminal juftice in this country. 

‘Two grenadiers, who were among the handfomeft men of the regiment, agreed to 
defert from Stein, and engaged others to defert with them. They were detect 
ed and condemned to die, as ringleaders, by the council of war. The whole re- 
giment knew, that every general in the army had it in command to fuffer no 
fentence of death to be put in execution without the utmoft neceflity. As this ne- 
ceflity did not exift, General Brown was determined to grant a pardon, and he 
would have done fo, but on a fudden the whole fcene changed. The comrades of the 
prifoners went to them in prifon, got drunk with them, and offered to go to the gal- 
lows in their flead; fo perfuaded were they that the pardon would come. The whole 
of this was related to the General. Theday came; the young men went cheerfully to 
the field; all Lintz had no doubt but the pardon would meet them there, when lo, and 
behold! General Brown found out that this was the referved cafe of extreme neceflity, 

and 
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the men were executed. What was the confequence ? The General had a re 
prinand from Vienna; but did‘he deferve it? Was it nota fufficiently good excufe 
for his condu, to fay, that defertions were grown every day more common, from the 
idea that fentences of death would never be carried into execution? In my opifion, 
thefe grenadiers were victims to the weaknels of the legiflation. Stability, not mercy, 
is the firit merit of a law. 

A general defeét, which runs through the whole of this legiflation is, that it is loaded 
with orders which are not made effective. There is no end of projects and writings. 
‘There are orders upon orders, injuntions upon injunétions, and refcripts upon refcripts; 
the laft of which always overturns, or at leaft very much limits the preceding one. This 
is fo conftant a thing, that feveral perfons in office in the country make it a rule, before 
they carry an order into execution, to wait five or fix weeks to fee whether it will not 
be contradi&ted. It would bea curious, and to the Auftrian ftate a very profitable bufi- 
nefs, if any perfon would take the trouble of collecting the contradiétory laws which have 
been promulgated within thefe laft eighteen or twenty years. This, no doubt, arofe in 
part becaufe the Emperor and his mother had different plans of legiflation; but now he 
governs alone, he will find it very difficult to bring matters right, as he cannot depend 
upon any aflitance whatever from his fubalterns. 

‘The language of the courts of juftice here is very fingular. You mult know, that 
they have a ftyle of their own, which is totally different from the common ftyle, and is 
called the chancellery, or law ftyle. I have juft been reading a refcript of the Imperial 
court to the chapter of Saltzburg, who are engaged in a law-fuit with their archbifhop. 
Tt contains periods which fill a whole folio fide of paper, and in which, with all the at. 
tention in the world, it is impoffible to find a conneétion. Indeed, the more uncon- 
nected it is, and the more abounding in the fearceft Latin and French words, the better 
this ftyle is reckoned. There are likewife many German words, which are ufed in a 
fenfe dire@ly oppofite to what they have in common language. I look upon it as quite 
impoflible that the grandchildren of the prefent generation fhould underitand a fingle 
fyllable of all their jargon. Fare ye well. 


LETTER XXXVIIL 
Prague. 

THE journey from Vienna to this place was one of the moft pleafing I have ever taken, 
notwithftanding we did not meet with a fingle good town, during a journey of forty. 
four German poft miles. My company confifted of an Imperial officer, a priéit, and a 
traveller from Lower Saxony. ‘The officer had ferved in the laft war in Silefia. He 
was a ferfible man, and acted as our Cicerone on two of the molt noted ficlds of battle 
recorded in modern hiftory. : 

As long as we continued in Auftria, the country appeared fingularly well cultivated, 
and there was all the appearance of a high flate of happinefs and eafe among the farm. 
ers; but in the parts of Moravia we came through, the inhabitants did not feem near fo 
happy as their neighbours. Notwithitanding this, however, the country is we'll culti- 
vated throughout ; nor do you fee any of the wild deferts, which are fo ftriking in Hun- 
gary. Snaym and Iglau are two very pretty villages. ‘The inhabitants of thefe fpeak 
German very well; but you obferve that it is not their native language. 

The whele country is made up partly of a plain, and partly of gently rifing hills ; 
but cn the confines of Bohemia, the hills rife into more flarely, as well as more fruitful 
mountains, ‘Ihe parts of thefe through which our road lay, were covered with fine 
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woods, \Vnapes, and ieverai Véy ftately caftles, and there are mile-ftones all the way. 
“the roads are exccilent. We met with few villages on the plains of Bohemia; it feems 
the Germans have a proverb, which fays of a thing that is fearce, “that it is fearce asa 
village in Bohemia.” As, however, it is evident from the lift of thofe whe draw for 
foldiers, that the country is extremely well peopled, and as we faw fome very good agri- 
culture, and no barren ground, we cid not at firit know what to make of thefe appear- 
ances; but our.officer, who had travelled over the country far and near, explained 
them to ts. He told us, that moft of the villages lay off the great road, in the neigh- 
bourhkood of rivers and brecks, or behind woods, and that if we would goa mile anda 
half, either to the right or left, we fhould fee encugh of them. “This cuftom of hiding 
the habitations in the rocks of the country, or behind woods, probably took its rife in 
the time of wars, when the inhabitants endeavoured to procure fhelter from the robbers - 
and knight-errants who iniefted the land, No doubt the convenience of having water 
contributed fomething to it. Between Kolin and Planiani, which are diftant two Ger- 
man miles from cach other, we came to the noted field of battle, which has taken its 
name from thefe two places, though it ought to have it from the fmall village near which 
the ation really happened. Here'we got out, and our Cicerone, who was proud of hav- 
ing had his fhare in the honour of that day, which did away the ignominy of Auftria, 
went ove: the ground with us. ; 

Many reafons have been given why this battle proved fo fatal to the King of Pruffia, 
and, as in all other cafes of the kind, the hiftorian will be puzzled to choofe between 
the different relations of various fenfible men, who were ail eye-witneffes, and a// took 
part in the labour and difficulty of the day. Here, however, the event evidently de- 
pended upon the ground, which Daun knew how to make his advantage of. 
~ Along the road, and to the tight of it, there is a plain which extends as far as the eye 
can reach; on the left.of this there is a gentle rife, which makes a kind of peak near 
the village where the great a@tion took place. On the right of this rifing, which you 
can hardly call a hill, you difcover ftraight before you a long, deep ditch, encompaffed 
with fleep walls, which have the appearance, at a diftance, of a plain betwixt woods. To 
the left this hill finks in a remarkable hollow, and loofes itfelf backwards in a great 
plain. Daun’s right wing was placed on the top of the rifing, and the remainder of 
his army was covered by the ditch on the left. ‘The King of Pruffia approached by the. 
plain through which we were to pafs. He was compelled to fight, or give up the fiege 
of Prague, and evacuate Bohemia. The only part of the Imperial army he could attack 
was the right wing. ‘The gallant Pruffians.were not at all difheartened by the inequality 
of the ground. Ever accuftomed to conquer, their right wing advanced in filence up 
the hill. ‘fhe Imperials, who had the advantage of the ground,-beat them back again. 
Six times the Pruffians returned to the attack; but as the ground was very narrow, 
they were at length much impeded by their own dead, who lay on the flopes of the hill 
they had to afcend. Notwithftanding all this, they would ftill have gained the day, if 
Daun had not had time to flank his beaten right wing with cavalry. “This immediately 
charged to the left of the hill in the flank of the Pruflians, who, after the fharpeft con- 
telt, were at length obliged to give way. Whilf they were retreating in good order, 
prince Maurice of Deffau, whofe bravery often approached to rafhnels, took a fingle 
battalion, and with it encountered the whole force of the Auftrian army. ‘Dhis made 
the rout much greater than it would otherwife have been, The Prince would have 
fought his troops to the lait man, if he had_not been called off from his rafh headed 
attempt by the King’s {pecial command. As among other loffes the King’s guard had 
been entirely cut off, when the Prince came up to him, he began crying out, mee. 

: 7 guard, 




















RIESBECK’S TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY, , 133 


guard, Prince! my guard !’? To which the other made anfwer, “‘ My regiment, Your 
Majelty! my regiment!’ He thought, that as his regiment had been’cut off, there 
was nothing worth faving. ; _ 

Now it may probably have been a fault in the King not to have had any cavalry in 
his left wing; but if it was fo, it arofe from the unevwanels of the ground. Ifthe Auf. 
trians had not had the great advantage of having their right wing on an eminence, and 
the reft of their army ‘ecure, in all probability the Pruffians, who notwithftanding thele 
difadvantages, made the victory dubious for a great while, would have got the day be- 
fore Daun could have fupported the attacked part with his cavalry, and in that cafe no 
perfon would have thought of a failure of cavalry on the Pruffian part. The King, too, 
could not obferve the motions of the German horfe, whofe fudden appearance from the 
hollow was the more formidable, from its being entirely unexpeéted, and what a priori 
mutt have feemed very improbable to the King. : 

Others fay, that the King purpofed to do nothing with his left wing, but intended to 
alter his mode of battle, and charge with his right, whilft the prince of Deflau was 
amufing the enemy. In that cafe his flank would haye been fecured from the attack of 
the enemy's cavalry, and he would have had nothing to fear from the Auftrian left 
wing on this fide the deep ditch. - But, fay thofe who maintain this opinion, the prince’ 
of Deflau, inftead of amufing the enemy, made fo lively and ferious an attack, that the 
King was obliged to fupport. him, out of apprehenfion, that if the Prince was repulfed, 
the whole army might have been brought into diforder by the flight of his regiment, I 
take this likewife to be one of thofe after thoughts which fhew what aman fhould have 
done, but not what he did, or had a mind to do. Others think, that the King trufting 
folely to his good fortune, which had done fuch great things for him a little before at 
the battle of Prague, had neglected fome neceflary arrangements, particularly the bring- 
ing up his cavalry. But this feems one of the obfervations which a fenfible writer 
makes after the time, to give himfelf the air of appearing to know more than other peo- 
ple. A man like the King of Pruflia, who gives continual proofs that he does not fuf- 
fer himfelf to be deprefled by any reverfe of fortune, is not likely to have been too 
much raifed by his fuccefs. ‘ 

Being now beaten, for the firft time, after fo many fuccefsful battles, -Frederick re- 
treated in the beft order poffible to Saxony, through Leutmeri/s and Aufig. Depreffed 
he was not, but a Hetle out of humour, as his oldeft brother, fince dead, who carried 
part of the army back into Saxony, by Gabel, experienced. But, no doubt, you are 
well acquainted with this wonderful retreat, and the anecdotes concerning it, to be found 
in the book entitled, Recuil de Lettres de Sa Majefé le Rei de Pruff, regardant le dernicre 
guerre. ithe King had gaincd this battle he would have been matter of ail Bohemia. 
All Auftria would have flood open to him, and O//mutz only would have prevented his 
going to Vienna, In this cafe he would have dictated to his enemies the conditions of 
peace, whereas the mifcarriage was followed by fix years of bloody war. : 

.The King commanded this aétion from the window of an upper ftory of a public 
heufe, which ftands alone, and is very near the road. It was with inexpreffible plea- 
fure that we dined in the room, which commands a view of the field of battle on both 
fides. Every thing here appeared facred to me; a8 I ftood in the place occupied hy the 
King, in the window which direétly fronts the eminence which occafioned his:-defeat, I 
felt all the mortification he muft have experienced, when he found his troops giving 
way. There were fome marks of cannon-balls in the walls of this houfe, and the King 
was not altogether fafe. -T, 
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Kolin is a pretty little town ; it is, without a doubt, the beft place you meet with be- 
twixt Prague and Vienna; the garrifon, however excepted, .it does not contain above 
three thoufand five hundred fouls. The houfes are not more than feven hundred, and 
do not feem to be very well inhgbited. We fefted a littie here, and were extremely 
well treated ; you live very cheap and well all over Bohemia, Small hares, ducks, 
geefe, &c. are the common food met with, in the fmalleft isns, 

In order to give you an idea of the price of provifions, I will give you an account of 
what the Saxcn and I paid for a night’s entertainment. You mutt know, that almoit 
all the inns here have a bad appearance, and the innkeepers, notwithfanding the plenty 
they afford travellers, feem to be but in indifferent circumftances. ‘Their houfes gene- 
rally ftand alone in the ftreet, and have neither orchard, kitchen-garden, or any piece of 
land near belonging to them. They are obliged to pay fo heavy a rent to the landlord, 
or nobleman to whom the houfe belongs, that they can gain but very little. At laft we 
faw an inn ina village we came to, which had a better appearance; it had a roomy court, 
good ftables, a neat garden, and was the property of the landlady. Now, faid we, as 
we got into our bed-chambers, we fhall have another kind of bill, and no doubt pay for 
the fine profpeét which this room commands, the fine furniture, the exquifite glafles and 
china, and in fhort, all the fine things which we enjoy or donot enjoy.. Wevhad for 
fupper a rice foup, with an exceeding good chicken, a fallad, and two young hares 
broiled. We had excellent beer, which is remarkably good in Bohemia, and a pot of 
wine, which we found very bad, and would not have another, as we knew that wine 
was very dear all over Bohemia. We had two very clean beds, and fome very good 
coffee for breakfaft ; and would you think it? when the bill was called for, it amounted 
only to forty-two creutzers, that is, about one livre and forty-two fols French. 

We ftopped about three miles from Prague, and went fome furlongs out of the way 
to fee the famous field of battle of the year 1757. Here the Pruflians overcame nature 
itfelf. It was impoflible for the Auftrians to have more favourable ground. A deep, 
broad, perpendicular ditch proteéted them from theenemy. They had a very formida-° 
ble artillery, which defended the ditch by batteries placed to great advantage. When 
the Pruffians made their firft attack by the ditch, they fell like flocks of fnow: the Auf- 
trian fire was terrible. There has not been a harder or bloodier aétion in the prefent 
century, nor is there perhaps in hiftory, a fingle inftance of a battle won under fuch cir+ 
cumftances as the Pruffians had to contend with. It is almoft literally true, that they 
had at the fame time a fort to take and an army to beat, which was ftronger than their 
own. Conceive to yourfelf, a deep ditch flanked with cannon, on the other fide of 
which is encamped a bold looking army of at leaft feventy thoufand men. The Pruf- 
fians marched through the ditch, and through the fortifications oppoled to them, put 
the enemy to the moft complete flight, and befieged Prague, in which part of the flying 
Imperial army took refuge. But they paid dear for the victory 3; their lofs of men was 
infinitely greater than that of the enemy; accounts differ with regard to the numbers 
flam; fome make them feven, others from nine to ten thoufand men. ‘The truth, how- 
ever, without the leaft exaggeration is, that the immenfe ditch was filled throughout its 
whole breadth with dead men, who in many places likewife, lay in great heaps upon 
each other. : 

"The flroke which the King felt moft of all, was the lofs of the brave general Schwe- 
rin, We looked with the moft folemn melancholy on the tree near which he fell. The 
prefent Emperor has ereéted a monument to him, which does no lefs honour to the per- 
fon who fet it up, than to him whofe name it bears and eternizes, Many anecdotes are 
current with regard to the death of this brave man. It has been faid, that a ieee 
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anfwer given by the King to a meflage he fent him by an adjutant in the middle of the 
battle, to let him know it was impoffible to win it, occafioned him to feek death; but £ 
do not believe this; for even fuppofing Schwerin to have remonftrated on what he 
thought an impoflibility, the king knew well enough that the word obey was fufficient to 
remind him of his duty, and to make him do all that could be expe@ed from a man of 
jnis character for courage and abilities; a0, we muft do Schwerin the juftice to fay that 
he died, becaufe according to the proverb, every man owes a death. He died like a pa- 
triot ; he faw the violence of the conteft, faw the good-will of his foldiers, and their 
courage, which the havoc death made all around them could not tame. Nothing, he 
found, but an act of defperation on his part could fave them, he therefore {natched the 
colours out of the hands of a dying cornet, crying, follow me, my brave boys, and rode up 
to the mouth of the cannon. A ball took him off at the head of his brave troops, but 
they fired by his courage and example, got up the hill, broke in on the enemy, and by 
that deed turned the day in favour of the King. After the battle the King befieged 
Prague. Daun in the mean time collected the broken Imperial troops, got an army to- 
gether and haftened to the relief of the town, the garrifon of which was making a brave 
refitance; this army the King was compelled to attack, or raife the fiege ; this brought 
on the above defcribed battle of Kolin, in which he loft all that he had won before. 


LETTER XXXEX. 
: Prague. 

BOHEMIA isa country favoured of heaven, the climate is excellent. In this excur- 
fion I have become acquainted with feveral foreigners who make their conftant refidence 
here, and are induced to it by the wholefomenets of the air, the goodnefs and cheapnefs 
of all the neceffaries of life, and the cheerful good humour of the inhabitants,—and yet 
ZEneas Silvius defcribes the country ds a part of Siberia, though it was, in all probability, 
more flourifhing in his time than it is now; to be fure the difference of the climate muft 
have been {triking to a Roman, but I believe his eminence was here only in the winter ; 
the {pring is not fo beautiful even at Rome as it is here; {pring and fummer are as re- 
markable as the winter is at Vienna, where you feldom fee a regular fpring, but the win- 
ter and fummer almoft join. The climate of this country is not expofed to any of thofe 
fudden and inclement changes which are fo fatal to health in other places. The winter 
colds are neither too fharp, nor the fummer heats too ftrong. The air is dry, clear, and, 
temperate. The country lies high, and forms a large extended plain, furrounded on all 
fides by very high hills covered with rich woods. ‘The vale in the midde, which is wa- 
tered by the Elbe, the Moldaw, and the Eyer, of which you may eafily form an idea, by 
cafting your eyes on the map, is protected from the force of the wind. The feveral hol- 
lows in the middle contribute to let out the waters, fo that there are neither lakes nor 
morafles to fill. the air with unwholefome vapours. As the foil is ftony only in very 
few places, the waters flow eafily through the country, and make it fruitful, with- 
out filling the air, as is the cafe in feveral parts of Upper Switzerland, with catarrhs. 
and coughs. 

The country produces every thing that can contribute to the comfort of life in aftonifh- 
ing abundance, wine and falt only excepted. The greateft part of the former is brought 
at a very moderate price from Bintz, where is a warehoule for falt, which is brought 
from Gerund in Auftria, and Halle in the Tyrol. The remainder is brought from 
Aultrian Poland at a moderate price. ‘There have been many fuccefsful experiments 
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made to produce wine, and I have tafted fome melnikers very little inferior to the fes 
cond fort of Bourdeaux wines. ‘The firlt locks were brought from Burgundy. The 
country, however, will hardly be able to produce a fufiiciency of this article for con- 
‘fumption, but it has other advantages to make up for the lofs. As it pofleffes molt of 
the prime neceflaries of life, and by that means commands a fuperiority of trade which 
none of the neighbouring countries can difpute with it, it provides a great part of Silefia; 
Saxony, and Aultria with corn, and alfo fells them fome cattle. ‘he circle of Saaffer is 
alone able to furnifh all Bohemia, populous as the country is, with corn even in moderate 
years. The excellent Bohemian hops are carried as far as the Rhine in great quantitics. 
The breed of horfes is likewife wonderfully improved within thefe few years, and bring 
annually large fums of moncy into the country. The Bohemian tin is the beft of any, 
next to the Englifh ; and they carry on a very confiderable trade in alum, and feveral 
kinds of precious {tones, particularly garnets. The larze woods, in which the country 
abounds, furnifh materials for the wonderful manufactories of glafs, which bring a great 
deal of money into the country, and find their way into every part of Europe from Por. 
tugal to Sweden. Within thele few years they have alfo made large quantities of very 
good and uncommonly cheap hats, with which they fupply great part of the inhabitants 
of Auftria, Bavaria, and Franconia. The handkerchief and linen manufactories are alfo 
in good repute. 

The Bohemian travels much. Some as dealers in glafs, who goas far as England and 
Italy, and fome as bafket and fieve-makers. I-have met with large caravans of thefe on 
the Upper Rhine and in the Netherlands, Thefe people commonly come home with 
pretty large fums of money ; they kéep together like brothers whilft they are in foreign 
countries, ‘hey have indeed an uncommon {hare of patriotifm, anda kind of con- 
fidence in each other, which often makes them pafs in the eyes of ftrangers fora favage 
and barbarous people, though they really are not fo, 

Since the days of Hufs they have a fecret hatred to the Germans, which does not 

- arife fo mucli from bad temper as from a kind of national pride. Moft of the farmers 
who live near the roads fpcak German; but as they do not like to talk to a ftranger 
without neceffity, they pretend not to underftand a word of what the traveller fays, and 
make their fport of him amongft themfelves. It has been attempted to make them fend 
their children to German fchools, but hitherto ‘they have all proved abortive. They 
have an unfpeakable averfion to whatever is German. Ihave heard young men here 

talk of the battles which their anceftors, under Zifka, fought againft the Germans, with 
a degree of warmth and pride, which made them very amiable in my eyes. They ftill 
remember too, that the refidence of the court at Prague fortherly rendered the country 
flourifhmg, and lament that the preference which has been given to Auftria, in confe- 
quence of a flight mifunderfianding, carries off large fums annually from the country, 
which are fent to Vienna partly by the court and partly by the nobility. The late Em- 
prefswas extremely offended with them on account of this mifunderftanding, and Bohe- 
mia was the only one ot her old hereditary dominions which the never vifited. 

‘The Hufiites are fill very numerous in the country. Some think that a fourth part 
of the inhabitants are of this fect, which has alfo fpread widely in Moravia.» Scarce 
four years.are paft fince above ten thoufand farmers made a little fland to recover their 
freedom of opinion; but they were foon quieted, and the thing had no further confe- 
quences. 7 

Voltaire and fome other hiftorians have much mifreprefented the'famous Hufs and 
his doftrines. “Whey look upon this reformer as a man of a very limited underftanding, 
and think that his objet went no further than-to procure the clergy leave to marry, 
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and letthe people have the ufe of the cup at the facrament, ‘They love to make {port 
with him, and fay. that he endeavoured to make the incomprehenfible myftery ftill more 
incomprehenfible, without having the leaft attention to how much the human mind was 
‘lowered by fuch mytteries. They deny him the philofophical fpirit, both of his prede- 
ceflor Wickliff, or of his followers, Luther, Zwingle, and Calvin. I had formerly the 
fame opinion of him myfelf; but fince I have ftudied his hiftory and the hiftories of his 
followers, I have conceived a much higher idea of him. _I fearched in the library of 
‘Vienna for all the documents that relate to this interefting hiftory. In Menker I found 
a vindication of the opinions of the Huffites, addreffed to the diet of Nuremberg. It is 
written in a German which I could not underftand, till I had read it over fix or feven 
times; and procured afliftance from fevéral of my friends. This wonderful reprefentation 
-contains the whole confeffion of faith of the Huflites. They attack the whole fyitem of 
the Roman Chatholic church, purgatory, fafts, monkery,—and it is certain that they 
were only one ftep behind Calvin. The ftyle of this vindication has ail the marks of in- 
timate perfuafion, and of the foundeft underftanding, only like Luther, the author fome- 
times falls into the ftyle of the times and runs into low language. 

In fact, the foleadvantage which the other reformers had over Hufs, arofe from the’ 
invention of printing fince his time, as in confequence of this, knowledge was much more 
widely {pread, as the dogtrines could be much more widely diffufed. The doétrines of 
Hufs were loft amidft the wars which followed his death. They were ftifled in the bar- 
barity which overfpread Bohemia, when the people no longer attended to any teacher, 
ut the {word became the fole decider of all controverly. : 

1 found {ufficient proofs that Hufs, notwithftanding his obftinacy and prefumption, pof- 
feffed an enlightened and philofophical mind, which, however, partook fomewhat of the 
unpolithed character of the age in which he lived. 1 am fometimes tempted to write his 
hiftory, which perhaps is not yet fufficiently underftood. Whether I thall perfevere I 
know not, but in the mean time will colleét what materials I can, and when I have time, 
try whether I have any talents for writing hiftory—at leaft I feel a great temptation to 
do this. 

‘Lhe prefent race of Huffites flatter themfelves that the Emperor, whofe fentiments of 
toleration are well known, and whois very fond of the Bohemians, will reftore to them 
their freedom of opinion ; but people here generally think that they are deceived in their 
expeétations ; for as their fentiments nearly approach thofe of the Lutherans, it would 
not be very prudent to allow the eftablifhment of anew fect, which always fpreads fome 
roots that may grow and be dangerous. 

The Bohemians are a wonderfully ftrong-built race of men. Dubravius, one of their 
hiftorians, who was Bifhop of Olmutz in the fixteenth century, compares them to lions, 
« Ag the land (fays he, according to the manner of writing of thofe times,) lies under 
the influence of Leo, fo do its inhabitants poffefs all the qualities of that noble animal. 
Their high chelts, fparkling eyes, {trong thick hair, ftout bones, ftrength, courage, and 
irrefiftible fpirit, when oppofed, all thew evidently that the lion is their ftar, which they 
bear likewife in their coat of arms.” : 

‘They are a handfome, ftrong built, and ative race of people; and you fee evidently 
shat they are defcended from the Croats, who are fome of the handfomeft people upon 
earth. Their heads are a little too large; but their broad fhoulders, and their thick-fer 
bodies render the difproportion not fo vifible as it would otherwife be. They are with- 
out doubt the beft foldiers of all the Emperor’s troops. They bear the inconveniencies 
of the military life longer than any. ‘Even hunger, that deadly fiend to every thing that 
calls itfelf an Imperial foldier, they can fupport ior a confiderable time, : 
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My journey through the hereditary dominions of-the Houfe of Auftria, confirmed an 
opinion I had long fince taken up in other countries, which is,-that the inhabitants of the . 
mountains are by no means as good foldigrs as thofe who inhabit the plains. ‘The Ty- 
rolefe, Carinthians, Ukranians, and Styrians, have as {trong bodies as the Bohemians, 
-but they are by no means as good foldiers as thefe, and without a doubt are the moft 
wretched of all the Emperor’s troops. Even in Switzerland, as I have heard from fome 
of the moft intelligent officers of the country, the Zurchers, and that part of the inha- 
bitants of Berne, who live in the lower parts of the Cantor, are infinitely better fol- 
diers than the Granbandtners, and other nations who inhabit the top ef the Alps. ‘The 
true reafon of this is no doubt tobe fought for in the peculiar way of living of a moun. 
tainous people, which is too particular for them ever to be able to change their way of 
” life without fuffering by it. : 

All people likewife who live by pafturage, are known to be much weaker than thofe 
who live byagriculture, who are hardened by the weather and contynual labour. ‘The inha- 
bitants of mountains, who according to the teftimony of hiftory, are moftly herdfmen, 
defend their country with more perfeverance than the inhabitants of plains, becaufe the 
property they have in it makes them fonder of it, and becaufe the defence of their almoft 
inacceflible poffeffions is naturally much eafier to them; but they are by no means as fors , 
midable out of their own country, and they feon get the maladie du Pais, which you 
know is fo common amongft the Swifs. a 

‘Lhe conftitution and manners of the country contribute much to make the Bohemi- 
ans fuch foldiers as they are. The farmers live in a poverty which preferves them from 
effeminacy and luxury much more effectually than any pofitive fumptuary law could do. - 

_Befides this, the feudal flavery fy{tem, which obtains here in the extreme, accu(toms them 
from their youth upwards to unconditional obedience, the great military virtue of our 
days. heir conftant labour and feanty food renders them hardy, and, like the Spartans, 
they. find the foldier’s life far eafier than ploughing the fields of their'matlers. 

_It is inconceivable how a people in fuch a wretched fituation fhould pofiefs fo many 
virtues as thefedo. ‘They have given irrefragable proofs of their love of liberty, and in 
no city of the Auftrian hereditary dominions have I met with fo many true patriots as 
there are here. ‘ ‘he Bohemian peafant is generally looked upon as fiupid ard infenfible, ° 
but take them all together, they have a great deal of feeling and natural underftanding. 
{ have converfed with feveral of. them, who lamented the horrors of their fituation in 
terms fufficiently expreflive, and fpoke of the cruelty of their tyrants as it deferved to be 
Spoken of. ‘They love the Emperor-with a degree of enthufiafm, and are confident that 
he will break their chains. In the Huflite war they gave proofs of courage which would 
obfcure all the famed deeds of the Helvetic one, if they were but hal! as well defcribed 
or fung as thefe have been: without any advantages of fituation, anu on even ground, 
they have with a handful of men defeated bands far better armed, and far beiter difet. 
plined than themfelves. Their onfet was irrefiftible, and they would have inevitably fe- 
cured that freedom to themfelves, for which they fought fo well, if towards the end of 
the war, diffenfions, moftly foftered by the {pirit of party and prieftcraft that had arifen 
amongft themfelves, had not ruined them, and if they had not been betrayed by treaties 
with their enemies. 

Tcould not without the greatelt commiferation look upon the handfome young far. 
thers, who bare-footed, with torn linep, and ftockings uncommonly tattered, and yet 
clean clothes, without neck-cloths, often without hats, were carrying corn or wood for 

. their mafters to market. Their good appearance and cheerfulnefs feemed to me but 


ill-fuited t their hard fortune, Oneof them wh carried mygreat coat (which | had brought 
a out. 
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out with me for fear of rain, but could not wear on account of the heat) in-his waggon* 
during a three days journey I took on foot, to the pretty village of Brandeis, was: the 
drolleft and beft young man in the world. He had nothing on but breeches and ftock- 
ings, but fhewed us with a kind of vanity, a fort of linen frock which was in the waggon, 
and which had almoft as many holes as threads in it. His fhirt was almoft in pieces,’ 
and yet he affured me in his broken German, that he cared neither for wind nor wea- 
ther: this led me into feveral philofophical refletions upon the luxury of my ulelefs 
great coat. My young man was all life and fpirits, and his good-looking legs and fun. 
burned face had almoft reconciled me to the flavery I had been fo angry with. Thoucht 
Ito myfelf, luxury is generally complained of, and temperance and hardinefs recom. 
mended to the farmer; but is it poflible to preferve them from effeminacy and luxury, 
if you once open the door of riches to them? On the other hand, the matter is obliged 
to furnith his flave with neceflaries if he does not choofe to ruin himfelf; and though 
the latter has no property, he is fure of never being expofed to beg hisbread. No fire, 
no weather, no war can put him in a different fituation at the end of the year from what 
he was when he began it. In this manner I was going on; but the thoughts that their 
hardinefs and frugality is no confequence of their own good will, and that they are no 
more in their mafter’s eftimation than the cattle which plough the fields, broke off at once 
the contract I was making with flavery.—In the mean time my fellow-traveller accom- 
panied my refleGtions with dancing and finging, and in the intervals talked to his twa 
tine horfes, whofe wonderfully fleek fkins were a {trong contraft to his own mifcrable 
clothing, He feemed to have a great love for the horfes, ftroked and patted them; and 
yet they were not his, but belonged toa prelate whofe flave he was. For my part, brother, 
Lhave no good idea of a prelate who covers his horfes backs with fine trappings, and fuf- 
fers his flaves to go naked. But is a man to expect con/j/fency in a prelate? —My good 
_ young peafant gave me a proof of {trength which aftonifhed me. Not far from the village 
where | intended to pafs the night, his fpirited horfes attempted to run away, but the 
waggon fell into a ditch, loft a wheel, and the horfes were forced to ftand (till. The 
young man lightened the hinder axle-tree, where the wheel had failed, and thought the 
horfes would do the reft, but the ditch was too deep; I would have affifted him, but he 
protefted highly againft it, and fetting himfelf with all his force to the waggon, in a mo- 
ment it was right again, without the horfes having done any thing.-He refufed the 
fmall prefent I would have made him, and as we went along, laughed at me whenever I 
talked of his miferable circumftances, and feemed to think it ftrange I fhould imagine 
that he wanted any thing : poffibly his mafter makes up to him in good eating and drink» 
ing, what he fuffers him to want in clothes. ° ; 

T faw every where amongft the peafants excellent horfes. The Emperor and all the 
German nobility have furnifhed their ftuds with Moldavian, Tartarian, and Tranfylva- 
nian {tone horfes, which have much improved the breed. For a guilder any man may 
get his mare covered in the Imperial or noble ftuds. 

Bohemia furnifhes a great part of the horfes for the dragoons, and the race becomes 
every day better and more numerous. . 


LETTER XL. : 
Prague. 
THIS is a very large town, it is above three miles long, and above two broad, but 
the population by no means anfwers to che fize of the place. In feveral parts you feem 

-as if you were in a village. Near the bridge, which flands at the upper part of the . 
T 2 city, 
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eity, the number of people is very great, but the further you-go on from hence the more 
defolate you find every place. ‘The number of inhabitants is about feventy thoufand, and 
there is about five thoufand houfes.—The bridge over the Moldau is feven hundred 
feet long; itis built of large free-ftone,.and ornamented on both fides with ftone flatues 
as large as life, but not more than three of thefe are worth feeing. ‘There are very few 
good buildings in this place, and almoft every thing looks very dirty. The royal caftle 

. is a very large irregular building, but it is built on a hill which commands a very fine 
profpeét over the whole city and country round. Not far from hence ftands the arch- 
bithop’s houfe, (a pretty modern building, ) and the old cathedral, in which there are fome 
pieces of architecture which deferve to be feen ; they are the work of a celebrated Ger. 
man or Bohemian artift, whofe nameI have forgotten. 

Though the city is in general ill built, the fituation of it is extremely fine. There is 
a better profpect from the bridge than I have feen in larger cities. The mafs of houfes 
rife like an amphitheatre to a confiderable height. To the right the hill rifes above 
them as far as the Imperial palace, majeftically fituated on thetop. To the left it is co- 
vered as far as the middle with beautiful gardens aud pleafure houfes, which ‘have a fine 
effect, and form a moft extenfive and moft magnificent amphitheatre. 

From thefe gardens you command a very fine profpeét over the oppofite part of the 
city. In the midft of the broad, but dry Moldau, there are two fmall iflands, called 
Great and Little Venice, in which the inhabitants make parties of pleafure. 

The people of this place enjoy fenfual pleafures more than thofe of Vienna, becaufe 
they know better how to conneét mental enjoyments with them, The fociety I have 
lived in here, has proved fo good as to detain me a full fortnight longer than I intended, 
Free-mafonry flourifhes extremely here, and fome perfons, among{t whom Count R-——= 
is one, doat on it to enthufiafm. The free-mafons in general do fo much good,. parti- 
cularly by their eftablifhments for education, that it is impoffible the Emperor fhould be 
difpleafed with them. It is time to have done with illiberal prejudices againft an inftitu- 
tion which has done no harm to mankind, and has done it a great deal of good. 

The Bohemians, who addi& themfelves to the purfuit of the arts and fciences, gene- 
rally fpeaking, are very fuccefsful in them. ‘hey do not want genius, and have uncom- 
mon induftry. Their fondnefs for mufic is aftonifhing. Ihave heard feveral orcheftras 
here which equalled thofe of Paris in brilliancy of execution, and furpaffed them in accu- 
racy and exactnefs of harmony. Bohemian players on the horn and harp are to be met 
with throughout allGermany. As they always bring home great fums of money, you 
feldom fee a mufician of this kind who has not travelled. ‘This paffion for mufic is ge- 
nerally attributed to the number of monafteries and cathedrals; but the cathedrals of 
Auftria and Bavaria, which are no lefs numercus, have no fuch effect upon the public 
tafte of thofe countries. I fhould therefore fuppofe, that the true reafon is to be fought 
for in the cuftoms and natural genius of the people. Moft of the ftudents of the place 
are muficians, and begin very early in life to give ferenadcs and concerts in the fquares 
and public places of the city. 

The numerous garrifon which is conftantly kept here, contributes not a little to the 
livelinefs of this place; there are about nine thoufand men conftantly quartered here, 
The fix regiments of grenadiers are the fineft body of infantry I have ever feen. The 
officers are excellent companions, and quite free from thofe prejudices from which other 
bodies of men are not yet totally exempt. 

The Jews make a confiderable part of the inhabitants of this place; there are at leaft 
nine or ten thoufand of them ; they have artifts and mechanics of their own religion, 
who live im the part of the town appropriated to them, which is called the Jews city. 
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ff is pleafant enough to walk through this part of the town, and fee their taylors and 

fhoemakers at work in the middle of the ftreet. Their workmen are diftinguilhed from 

the Chriftian oncs by their clownifinefs and dirt. I am aftonithed as often as E think, 

how little of what was peculiar to themfelves in their cuftoms, thefe people have loft by 

their mixtuye with other nations: wherever I have feen them, excepting only in Hol- 

land, they are infinitely behind tie Chriftians in every elegant refinement of life; and. 
that they are otherwife in Holland, may be owing to moft of thofe who are fettled 

there having come chiefly from Portugal, where the perfecutions they are expofed to 

compel them to aflimilate as much to Chriflians as poilible. At Prague they are diltin- 

guifhed from the Chriftians by a yellow handkerchief, which they are obliged to wear . 
round their arms, — ‘Their indutlry is wonderful ; in almoft every inn there is a Jew, 

who does the bufinefs of a houfe fervant ; he fills my fnuff-box, garters my ftockings, 

does all the little matters F have occafion for; bruthes my thoes, dufts my clothes, and: 
is in every refpect a valet de place, excepting that he will take no money. He looks: 
upon himfelf as extremely well paid for his trouble, by the gift of fome old clothes, 

which he difpofes of again. ‘Lhele fellows ferve many ftrangers on the fame terms, and 

content themfelves with what they can make by trucking and bartering among their: 
own people, without afking any thing farther. If you give them foriething to drink 

befides they are very thankful, but I have never feen them: troublefome with their: 
demands. ; 

What political inconfiftency !—The government of this place allows the Jews, the pro- 
feffed enemies of Chriltianity, freedom of thought, and liberty to ferve God in their own 
way, and refufes it to the Proteftants, who think as we do in all the fundamental points 
of religion ; whilft a hoftile, deceitful, treacherous people, are maintained in the full: 
poffeflion of their rights and privileges ; contraéts have been repeatedly (I do not {peak 
only of what happened in former times, but under the laft government) violated with 
the Huffites, It is a remarkable phoenomenon, dear brother, in the hiftory of the hu- 
tan underftanding, that while philofophers all contend, that the more alike men are, 
the more they love each other, in religion it fhould be quite different. Here the more: 
likenefs the more hatred. A member of one of the great houfes of this place, would 
ten times rather treat with a Jew than with a Lutheran, though the Lutheran’s religion- 
and his own are fo nearly alike. In Holland the reformed are much more favourable 
to the Catholics than to the Lutherans, and the States General had much rather allow 
the former freedom of religion than the latter. The Anabaptilts and Calvini(ts hate 
each other much more than either of them do the Catholics, and fo, in fhort, you will 
find it univerfaliy, the nearer the religious fects approach, the more they hate one 
another. 

This city has neither an extenfive commerce nor any manufactory of confequence. 
There has long been a project of rendering the Moldau-navigable, but hitherto this’ 
court has not been difpofed to be at any expence for the public, and the thing cannet 
be done without a great expence. With us it would have been done long ago, as you 
know we have improvements, in comparifon of which, this is only child’s play. Were 
it once done, Prague would certainly gain a-good deal by it; but ftill a great deal more 
would be required, before commerce could flourifh-here ; there are, indeed, many im- 
pediments to get over; amongft the principal one may be reckoned the pride of the 
nobility, who with the greatelt part of the national means in their hands are afhamed-of 
trade ;—~the bad education of the children, which, within thefe ten or fifteen years, has’ 
been entirely monkifh, and by that means fitted them more for ftrenuous idlenefs than 
induftry ;~—the intolerance of the regency. Such obftacles as thefe all Jofeph’s oo 

will: 
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will hardly be fufficient entirely to remove. There is a foundation of English, or rather® 
for fo they are called, of Irifh nuns here. Throughout all Germany you meet with 

Englifh, Scotch, and German nuns. It is generally imagined, that moft of thefe femi-~ 
naries have been founded fince the reformation took place in England. But this is.a 

miftake, and mott of them have probably fubfifted ever fince the time of Charlemagne, 

when Britain abounded in monks, and furnifhed Germany with them. An Englith 

and Scotch nunnery founds as well in Germany as an Englifh and Scotch freemafon’s 

lodge. ; 

This place abounds, like Vienna, in literati, who are content to ornament their rooms 
with the bults, medals, prints, and profiles of learned men, but neither think nor write 
themfelves ; and only have their titles from their belonging to no other affociation of 
men whatever: for it is here as at Vienna, whoever has neither military nor civil em- 
ployment, nor is profeflor, nor prieft, nor merchant, nor handycrafifman, nor manu- 

» fa@urer, nor fervant, nor day-labourer, nor (what in the catalogue paffes for a man) 
executioner, is a man of letters, whether he ftudies or not. In the general acceptation, 
a man of letters is only a negative quality. 1 am indeed acquainted with a few pofitive 
literati here, but their number, in comparifon of the xcgatives is very inconfiderable. 
‘The women of this place are handfome, and you may make love with more eafe than at 
Vienna. : ; 

‘By way of poftfcript to this letter, which muft {till wait ten days before it is finithed, I 
will give you a {hort account of an expedition we took: We went polt as far as Konig. 
ingrafs ; there we took horfe, and made a fix days tour round by Jaromers, Neu/tadt, 
Nached, Braunau, &c, to the boders of Silefia, with, the double purpofe of feeing the en- 
campments and fields of battle of the war that took place two years ago, and of vifiting 
fome rich abbots houfes, in which my companions had friends. We had an officer with 
us who commanded in both expeditions, afd fucceeded very well. The marches and 
encampments did not intereft me much, becaufe little was done in the war; but I was 
extremely pleafed with our excurfions into the cloytters. : 

My principal objec was to fee the manners and way of life of Bohemian ecclefiattics 
upon the fpot, and I was richly rewarded. They are the moft determined epicureans, 
particularly the regular bodies of them, which I have yet met with any where. ‘hey 
want nothing in the convents, for the accomplifhment of all earthly gratifications, but a 
cloyfter of nuns, made up of the maidens who do bufinefs at Prague by night; fb Jove 
pluvis, in triviis et quadriviis. Whatever bad effect it might have in fome refpe@, the 
farmers and manufacturers who live in the neighbourhood of the cloyfters, and confider 
their wives as their property, would undoubtedly be pleafed with the arrangement. As 
things now are, the monks and half monks, to whom the villages round belong, appear 
like fo many hunters of women; nor do I believe them very different from thole old 
lords of manors, who ufed to claim the firft night’s poffeflion of every woman married 
to one of their vaffals ; it is at leaft certain, that in every village we went through, we 
found one or two them, who took no pains to conceal their belonging to the fraternity 
of jolly boys; to know them thoroughly one ought to be acquainted with their fuperi- 
ors, who would, no doubt, furnifh good anecdotes for the {candalous chronicle :—in 
fome convents we met with finging women. 

The lives of the regular bodies, and even of the Benedidtines, whofe abbot, or prelates 
has not yet given up the pleaftres of the world, is a perpetual caroufal, which is only. 
interrupted by country walks, and certain ftated belchings in church. They look upon 
chaunting the fervice as a kind of expeétoration good for the lungs. One of them, for 
whom I exprefled fome concern, on feeing him eat immenfe quantities of eggs, butter, &c. 
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ona fafting day, faid in a jefting way, “ pfhaw, pfhaw, it willall come up again at afters 
nocn fervice.” 

My companions being defirous to fhew me a very wonderful natural curiofity, we took 
our way by Trautenau tor this purpofe. About three miles from this city the fineft 
profpect offered itfelf to our eyes that can be conceived. ; . 

Near a village, whofe name I have forgotten, we beheld on a fudden a great number 
of high towers, feveral of which in many places were in regular rows, but moft of them 
lay difperfed in an extraordinary manner. We walked near a mile as if in a kind of 
Inbyrinth, encompaffed with thefe towers on each fide, and there was no end of my 
aftonifhment. Moft of thefe are from fixty to feventy feet high, and fome from one 
hundred to one hundred and fifty. When you view them obliquely their {ummits form 
a kind of waving line, like the back of a hill, which rifes and finks again. ‘hey are 
all formed of a hard quarry ftone, and would give Mr. Buffon much food for thought. 
Nature has for the moft part fhaped them into more or lefs regular fquares; they are 
commonly taken for the fkeletons of a hill, through which the water has made its way. 
‘Lhis opinion feems to merit attention ; but if itbe a true one, and other hills have alfo 
their fXeletons, it will fhake hard upon Buffon's fyftem ; for he probably confiders the 
mafles, of which thefe towers confift, as large maffes of ftone body, chalk and earth, 
which are jumbled together and have different degrees of hardnefs. 

From hence we took our way back to Freiheit, and began to afcend the Reifengés 
berge ; this hill, though very famous in Bohemia, is really no more thana mole hill, in 
comparifon of the Savoyard and Swifs Alps, or even of the Tyrol, Saltzburg, and Stirian 
shilis. We paffed over the famous Sapwhead, which is the higheft part of thefe mouns 
tains. Some perfons fay, that it is twenty thoufand feet high ; but I think ] may ven- 






ture to affert, that it is not above eight thoufand, for Mount St. Gothard in Switzers. 


land, is by no means one of the highelt of the Alps, and its elevation above the Mediter- 
ranean is not above thirteen thoufand feet, and yet there is eternal ice and fnow on its 
fummit; whereas here we faw no veltige of ice or fnow, though the fummeér is not yet 
much advanced. We were not above three hours in getting to the top on foot.. The 
profpect of the great mountains at our feet, and into Bohemia and Silefia, was ftriking 
and magnificent. On the top of the hill there is a plain with a chapel on it, which is 
vifited by pious people once a year. 

The perfons who live at any diftance from thefe hills, look upon it as a kind of won. 
der when any perfon goes to the top of them, and yet I afcended feveral in other parts 
of Germany, whofe diftance from the bottom is much greater, and whofe elevation above 
the Mediterranean is as great again. : 

‘Though 1 was difappointed in my expeétations of a great mountain, by finding only 
a hill of a moderate fize, I was extremely pleafed with my journey upon the whole. We 
faw the mo‘ romantic landfeapes it is poflible to imagine, particularly feveral vallies bé- 
low the Schmnezkopp, which were wonderfully piturefque. Mott of the hills are covered 
with wood, and now and then a ragged peak ftarts up above them. he well watered 
plains are extremely well cultivated; and, upon the whole, the inhabitants feem to be 
in better circumftances than thofe of the level plains of Bohemia. 


LETTER XLt. 
Dear Brorner, ~ ; Drefilen. 
I HAVE at once got into an entirely new world. As foon as you have pafled the 
confines of Bohemia, which are diftingnifhed by a painted brick poft ten feet mene wil 
the 
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the arms of the country on it; you meet with an entirely different agriculture, a differ- 
ent people, and a different language. I now, for the firft time, ‘heard the common 
people fpeak intelligible German, for throughout Bavaria, Suabia, and Auftria, they 
{peak a jargon, which a man, who has learned the language of a language-maiter, has 
‘the utmoft difficulty to underftand. I am now, for the firft time, really in Germany ;. 
only a very fmall part of the country I have hitherto travelled through, to wit, the fmall 
ftrip of land which is betwixt the Danube and the Rhine in Suabia, made part of that 
old Germany, the inhabitants of which were fo formidable to the Romans; the remain- 
der is all conquered country, which at that time was called Vindelicia, Rhaetia, and 
Pannonia. In the times of Pepin and Charlemagne the limits of Germany were con- 
fined even on this fide; for as the Sclavonians had before driven the Burgundians, Sua- 
bians, and other German nations over the Elbe, thefe now pofleffed themfelves of their 
habitations, and drove the inhabitants of Germany, who lived in the diftri€ts of Mentz 
and Rheims, into Gaul. The nations were like a row of balls, the moft eaftern of 
which was ftruck and drove the others forward in fucceflion. In modern times, that is, 
ever fince Luther, Saxony has been looked on as one of the firft provinces of Germany, 
in every fenfe of the word. In regard to literature particularly, the Saxons were to the 
re(t of the Germans, what the Florentines were fome centuries ago to the other people 
of But Iam going too faft, you fhall know all this in due time; I muft 
firft tell you how I got here, and what was the face of the country through which I 
came, 

‘Lhe part of Bohemia, through which our-way from Prague hither lay, feems infi- 
nitely richer and more beautiful than that betwixt Prague and Aujtria. The agricul- 
ture, like the country itfelf, is more varied, the people live clofer together and feem to 
be happier. Hills, woods, plains, and vales, form an agreeable contra{t with each other, 
and the vine, which 1s not to be feen clfewhere on this fide Prague, here covers the 
fides of the hills, 

We {aw the well wooded peak of the Ertzgiberge, the higheft fummit of which parts 
Saxony and Bohemia. hele hills are but of a very moderate height, and if they make 
a refpectable appearance here, i¢ is only becaufe, from hence to the mouth of the l-lbe 
and the eaftern fea, there is no other remarkable hill to be feen. The people who come 
up here from the low lands, and for the firft time of their lives fee a hill which deferves 
the name, make a great fhout, and think that they have feen the pedeftal of heaven ; 
juft fo in Bohemia, the Rie/eugeberge is indebted for its reputation to the {mall notion 
which thofe who have brought it into repute have of hills; and thus it may formerly 
have been with Atlas, Olympus, Othos, Parnaffus, and the other hills fo noted in 
hiftory, 

Moore; who travelled this road before me, afferts that there is a great difference in 
point of natural fertility, betwixt the borders of Saxony and the borders of Bohemia, 
to the advantage of the former; I have found the direct contrary. It is certain, that 
the foil of Bohemia is by nature much richer than any part of Saxony, which it fupplies 
aith great part of its provifions. ‘The circle of Leutmeriffer in particular, through 
which the.common road paffes, is uncommonly productive, nor is there any part of Sax- 
ony that can bear a comparifon with it; but then, on the other hand, the improved 
ftate of agriculture is vifible, as foon as you fet your feet on Saxon ground. One need 
only look round to be convinced that the conftitution of Saxony is infinitely more fa- 
yourable to induftry and agriculture than that of Bohemis. The Saxon farmer thews 
more xnderftanding and reflection in the management of his land than the Bohemian 
one does, and every thing about him attefts that he is no flave, 
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Drefden has a proud appearance, and offers on all fides a magnificent obje& ; it is 
beyond:all comparifon the fineft city which I have yet feen in Germany. The houfes 
are built in a much better tafte than thofe of Vienna, and the eye is quite dazzled with 
the long and magnificent appearance of the bridge over the Elbe. This river, which at . 
fome diftance from the city is confined within very narrow bounds, widens by degrees 
as you approach, and is here a powerful ftream, which befpeaks all the magnificence of 
the town and flate. The hills oppofite to the Lazu/nifs have a moft magnificent appear- 
ance and the mountains on both fides the river, partly naked and partly planted with 
vineyards, form an uncommonly beautiful perfpedtive. 

‘The manners and way of living of thefe people is as oppofite to what I have hitherto 
feen in Germany, as the beauty of thefe ftrects, and the tafte difpiayed in the buildings, 
is different from Suabia, Bavaria, Auftria, and Bohemia. Finer fhapes, more animated 
countenances, eafier and lefs conf{trained motions, general courtefy, univerfal cleanlinefs, 
are tht features which immediately offer themfelves to obfervation, and mult {trike every 
one who comes into this country by the fame route which I purfued. 

It-was in an-unfortunate moment that the fortifications about this town were firft built, 
but it is more unfortunate ftill, that in{tead of pulling them entircly down, thofe who are’ 
concerned are at this inftant employed in repairing them. Commanded as this city is, 
from every fide,,and with no reafonable expettations, in its prefent fituation, of ever 
being able to preferve a neutrality on the breaking out of any war betwixt the King of 
Pruflia and the Auftrians, it is more than any other in danger of being plundered and 
laid wafte. Indeed one would have imagined that the devaftations of the years 1758 
and 1760, were {till frefh enough in every man’s memory to have been a warning to 
the regency. . 

The town does not feem to be peopled in proportion to the quantity of ground it 
ftands on. The number of inhabitants is generally eftimated at fifty thoufand, which 
many think too high. The fact is, that it has loft a third of its inhabitants fince the 
breaking out of the laft Silefian war, and the death of King Auguttus. 

The f{lrangers who knew this city before this zra, cannot fay enough of the difference 
there now is, a difference not fo much arifing from the misfortunes of war, as from the 
ceconomy of the court, which has followed clofe on the diffipation of other times. In 
the late EleStor’s time, this court was perhaps the moft brilliant in Europe. ‘The court 
band of mufic, the opera, and the dancers alone, were fuppofed to coft the Elector an- 
nually 300,000 Saxon guilders, or upwards of 780,000 French livres. His table, his 
ftablés, and his hunters, were all in the fame ftyle of expence. Strangers ufed to flow 
hither from all countries, to be partakers in this magnificence, and Drefden was the ren- 
dezvous of the north for tafte and refined living. The numerous followers of ihe court, 
and the great number of ftrangers, occafioned a very extenfive circulation of money, 
and made all the arts alive. In the midft of this profufion debts were contraéted, but 
they gave the Eleétor little concern, as is evident from the following anecdote. One 
night at the opera, having a fire-work, which was part of the decoration of a temple, 
and ufed to colt feveral hundred thalers, he called for his chamberlain, and defired to 
know the reafon of the omiffion; the chamberlain told him, that the heathen gods and 
goddeffes muft for this night be contented with a fire of twenty or thirty guilders, as 
there was no money left in the treafury to pay for any thing more fplendid. ‘The 
FleGtor was compelled to acquiefce for the moment, as it was too late for him to do 
otherwife, but he gave ftrict orders, that in the next reprefentation, and in every fuc- 
ceeding one, the whole fum of thalers fhould be burnt out. A court which is mounted 
on this ton is feldom poffefled of a firm and found government, 
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The miniflers were dazzled, like the Elector, with outfide fhew and fplendour ; they 
wanted to give themfelves airs of confequence, and embarked in enterprizes to which 
the impoverifhed ftate of the country was not equal; the refult was, that they got into 
a confufion which prevented them from knowing either their own ftrength, or that of 
the other powers they had to contend with. Univerfal diffipation produced faltshood, 
treachery, and every other vice; the moft important pofts were fold or given to flattery. 
and intrigue ; one’ was made a privy-counfellor, becaufe he danced well, and another a 
general, becaufe he could blow the flute. I need not add, that women are ultimately 
the grand movers of the politics of fuch a court. 

It is generally agreed on, that the Elector himfelf loved fhew and expence more than 
he did women ; but the fcandalous chronicle of his court goes beyond all that has ever 
been heard of the kind, and his love of fhew encouraged, at leaft, if it did not produce, 
the diffolutenefs of his fubjeéts. Amidft the intoxication of profperity, the minifter, 
adopted a plan ef operations it was impoflible he fhould fee the end of, and which left 
him at the difcretion of the more powerful monarch, with whom he entered into a 
Jeague againft a dangerous neighbour. This was probably one of the moft impolitic 
treaties which hiftory has to recount. ‘The Saxons entered into an alliance with Rufha, 
which was fo formidable to Poland; they attached themfelves to Auftria, which without 
them was ftronger than the King of Pruflia; and they endeavoured to weaken the 
power of this laft named monarch, who was able to maintain the balance of power in 
Germany. In all thefe three things they broke through the firft maxim of a nation, 
which is in the midit of others, never to take the part of the flrongeft, but always that 
of the weakeft. A miniftér whofe preparatives were fo weak, could not be expetted 
to do much when he came to action. ‘The King of Pruilia fell upon the country as 
Charles XII. had fallen upon Poland, under Auguftus the Second. ‘The army, which 
was feventeen thoufand men ftrong, and which was expected to do fuch mighty things, 
furrendered without ftriking a ftroke, and no wonder, for fome of the colonels were 
eunuchs, 

This total rout by degrees waked the genius of Saxony from his flumbers ; all the 
gentry of the country, excepting only the creatures of the minifter, were in a flame 3 
and now there was a chorus of creditors and complainants of all orders, who made a 
horrid diffonance with the Bacchanalian revels of former days. 

All the world gave the country over for loft, nor could it have been faved but for 
the free courie given to the extraordinary {pirit of frugality and induftry, which marks 
the people ; and for a minifter, who was as active and patriotic as the other had beea 
diffolute and cowardiy. In one of my future letters I will give you an exact account cf 
the prefent ftace of the country. 

One of the wonders which makes the moft noife kere, is the celebrated green vaults 
or private treafury in the electoral palace. You would natucally imagine they would 
be thy of fhewing it to ftrangers, till what was carried to Holland and fold there during 
the laft Silefian war was replaced; no fuch thing, they made no difficulties whatever, 
but the man who fhewed it me, and two Ruffian noblemen in my company, aflured me, 
that things were exadtly in fatu quo. The collection, after all, is fill admirable; Iam 
however of opinion, that the treafures of Vienna and Munich are but little inferior+ 
andI ain much deceived, if thofe of fome cathedrals 1 have feen are .not fully equal. 
The piéture gallery, the colleGtion of antiques, the prints, and the collection of natural 
hiftory, are much greater objects of curiofity, in my eyes, than the green vault. ‘The 
pidture gallery is the molt remarkable in Europe; _befides the pictures in water-colqurs, 
it contains twelve hundred pieces of the beft mafkers. Amongft them is the famous , 
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birth of Chrift, commonly called The Nativity, by Corregia, which paffes for the bef 
work of that matter ; it coft above half a million of livres. Some perfons, however, 
prefer The St. George, likewifle by Corregio; this ought properly to be called The Vir- 
gin, for fhe is the principal figure in the piece, and the St. George, with other faints, is 
ftanding about her. ‘The gallery contains feveral pieces by Carrachi, amongft which is 
his beft work ; it isa St. Roch giving alms; this picture is known in Italy by the name 
of Opera dell’ Elemofina. 


LETTER XLII. 
- Drefden. 

THE longer I ftay here, my deareft brother, the more I think myfelf at home ; the 
manners, way of living, amufements, converfation, and in fhort, all that belongs to the 
inhabitants of this place, make me think myfelf at Paris. I only with that our ladies, 
both married and unmarried, were as freth and as handfome as the ladies of this place 
are. I recoileét that an Auftrian lady made the following anfwer to a gentleman who 
was extolling the Saxon women in her company. “ Give us only,” faid fhe, “as 
hundlome and flrong-built men, as the Saxons are, and we will take care of the reft.”” 

ating and drinking do not go forwards heré quite fo brifkly as in the fouthern parts 
of Germany ; in this refpeét, indeed, the difference betwixt the Saxons and Germans I 
have hitherto lived with is total. ‘The broth here‘is fo thin, the cookery fometimes fo 
cold, and always fo flender, that I do not believe an inhabitant of Vienna could make 
fhift to live a month with a family in the middling ranks of life here. Indeed’ I have 
had oceafion to obferve, even in the very beft houfes, an attention to the cellar and kit- 
chen, which in Auftria and Bavaria would pafs for poverty. 

‘This rigid ceconomy extends to every article of houfekeeping. ‘The only appearance 
of expence is in the article of drefs; this, indeed, is carried farther here than it is in the 
fouth of Germany. Every perfon in the middling rank of life, I might add in the lower 
ones too, men as well as women, drefs according to the fafhion; whereas at Vienna, 
Munich, and other places I have vifited, there is a kind of national drefs, which perfons 
even of a better kind conform to. 

I lodge at a watchmaker’s, whofe two daughters have their regular /oilettes, and have 
their hair dreffed every day ; on the other hand, they content themfelves with a flice of 
bread and butter, or bread and cheefe for fupper, which I often partake of with them. 
There are hardly three noblemen’s houfes here which have ftables with twenty horfes in 
them ; and porters, valets de chambre, &c. which make fo great an object at Vienna, are 
very fearce. It is true, they call a footman here valet de chambre, as they do at Paris, 
but the wages of a Vienna valet de chambre are twice as high as thofe of a Drefden one, 
though living at Vienna is as cheap again. Here the women are not afhajned to go 
into thcir kitchens, tell out their candles and bits of candles, and calculate how long 
they willburn. In a word, excepting only the article of dreis, every thing is ina ftyle 
of the ftricteft ceconomy. : 

There are very few rich people here; ‘hardly any of the nobility have more than 
30,000 florins a year, and moft of the beft houfes have only from 15 to 20,000, Asto 
the common people, they are always crying out on the want of money, the dearnefs of 
provifions, and the little that is to be got here by induftry ; and, if they compare things 
as they are now, with what they were under the late Elector, they have certainly fome 
reafon for their complaints, but I know no city in Germany, where there is fuch a 
general appearance of eafe and plenty as there is here; extreme poverty is as rare as 
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overgrown fortunes. The money in circulation is for the moft part thrown itito motion 
by the induftry of the people, a thing which, more than any thing elfe, diftinguithes this 
place from Vienna and Munich, which fubfift only by the expences of the court, and the 
vices of the nobility. 

This fingle town contains more manufacturers and ufeful artifts than all Bavaria. 
‘They make a large quantity of ferges, woollen, and filk cloths, &c. with which they 
carry on a great trade all through Germany. As the money is got by fuch hard labour 
itis not matter of wonder that they fhould be {paring of it. 

‘The circumftances which the country was in during the reign of the late Elegtor, are 
by no means the moft favourable to political profperity. They remind one of a body 
which takes too much food and too little exercife, for the fluids to be equally diftributed 
through the feveral canals. Some of the inhabitants of the place with whom I have 
talked on the fubject, have been forced to allow, that even during the time in which 
the court was inits greateft fplendour, there was much more poverty amongft the lower 
claffes than there is at prefent. The prodigality of the higher orders had tainted their 
inferiors, and the eafe with which it.was to be got leffened the value of money in the 
eyes of the poffeflors. The greateft part of it went to foreigners, without firft circu. 
lating, as it fhould have done, amongét the natives. Flatterers, pimps, whores, pro- 
jectors, dancers, fingers, and the like, divided the booty of the court amongft them, and 
carried the greateft part of it out of the country ; only thofe who were near the court 
partook in any confiderable degree of the fpoils ; the remainder was loft in fo many nar- 
row channels, that the greateft part of the people never got a fhare of it. Indeed Munich 
is a vilible initance in our own day how little even the moft unlimited paffion of a court © 
for pleafure and expence can contribute to the well-being and true happinefs of the in 
habitants of a great city. Iam ready, however, to allow that there is lefs mirth here 
than there was formerly ; at leaft it is certain that the natural good humour and jo- 
vialty, which nature has given to thefe people, is often clouded over with acertain me- 
lancholy ; this may be occafioned, as at Paris, by the recollection of their great debts, 
bot I rather think it is owing to their uncommon and extraordinary ceconomy, and the 
reftraint this throws on the freedom of their minds. It is, however, certainly in confe- 
quence of this provident caft, that there is more true pleafure to be met with here than 
in any town of Germany I have hitherto vifited. The people of Vienna and Munich 
know no other delight than to fill their paunches, divert themfelves with the nonfenfe of 
a harlequin, and play at nine pins. All the gardens of the inns of Vienna are laid out 
in bowling-greens ; I reckoned twenty of them in one garden. Here they know how 
to mix intelle€iual pleafures with fenfual ones. They, like us, are in the habit of making 
{mal! country parties, and have a tafte for the various beauties of nature ; even amongft 
the middling ranks there is a tafte for the fine arts, and reading is almoft univerfal ; 
nor is the latter, as in the fouthern parts of Germany, confined within the narrow 
bounds of plays and romances, but it extends to good books of hiftory, morality, and ~ 
other important fubjeéts. ‘The fociety of nobles have a reader with a title and appoint- 
ments. Ithink Mr. Pilati’s obfervation of the difference there is betwixt the Proteftant 
and Catholic parts of Germany in this refpeét a very juft one: he fays, that the young 
men of twenty in the former know more than many old literati by profeflion do in the 
latter. ‘Lhe difference flruck me fo much that I felt as if | had juft come out of Spain 
into France. All that they are endeavouring with fo much clatter to introduce into the 
{chools of Vienna, feems to have been done here fome generations ago. A few days 
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people here difplay in every thing a nice acquaintance with whatever regards good man- 
ners, and the conduét of focial life. In the fouthern parts of the country, excepting 
only a fmall {trip of Suabia, a common citizen is a {tranger in hisown circle, and thinks 
of nothing in the courfe of the week but how to guttle on the Sunday. 

The contraft betwixt the women of the two countries is equally flriking. ‘Thofe of 
the fouthern parts of Germany have no:hing but their beauty, but thefe have beauty 
and animation too. They appear, however, foon to fade, and I faw few women patt 
thirty, in whom the marks of old age were not apparent. Poflibly this may be owing 
in fome degree to their extreme vivacity 5 but I fhould rather think it owing to the flea- 
der nourifhment, joined to their great labour and the weight of their domeitic cares. 
The Bavarian women perhaps excel thofe of Drefden in complexion, but the latter are 
much better made, and their countenances are much more intere(ting. 

The theatres here are in the fame ftate as all other public amufements which require 
expence. ‘The inhabitants are too ceconomical to pay for an entertainment, which the 
court formerly gave them for nothing, and the lofs of which is eafily made up for by the 
charms of their private focieties. A few years ago, there was one of the beit company 
of comedians in all Germany here; the manager, Mr. Seiler, had no fettled abode, but 
ufed to vifit the fair of Leipfick, and the other neighbouring cities, where he got toge- 
ther all the ators he could pick up from different parts of the world, to that his com- 
pany was at one time feventy-feven perfons trong. He gave uncommon falaries for 
the mater of a {trolling company to give. Madam Helmett, one of the beft fingers in 
Germany, and now firit finger to the court of Mentz, had 2000 thalers, near 2ocl. a 
year from him; at that time, however, he could eafily afford to do thefe things, as no 
people in Germany were more attached to theatrical amuféments than the people of 
Leipfick and thofe of Drefden. But thefe times are gone by, and their being fo con- 
vinces me that the people of this place have founder heads than thofe of Vienna, Mu- 
nich, and other places. Mr. Seiler has latterly met with fo little encouragement here, 
that after having contraéted debt upon debt, and-tried his fortune on the Rhine, in the 
end he is become a bankrupt. At prefent ihe court has a national theatre on the fame 
plan with that of Vienna ; that is, it pays the expences and takes the receipts ; thefe 
lait, however, are not very confiderable, owing to the frugality of the people, fo that it 
is probable this theatre will ceate as the court theatre did at the beginning of the Bava- 
rian war. Private theatres, efpecially thofe where children are the actors, flourith much 
more here than the national one does. 

One of the moft honourable and beautiful charatteriftics which diflinguifhes the Sax- 
ons from the inhabitants of the fouth of Germany, is their warm attachment for their 
native country, and the intereft they take in every thing that relates to it; even far down 
in the middling ranks, every body here feems acquainted with the circumitances of both 
court and country: it was here that I heard, for the firit time, the words sy country pro- 
nounced with energy, and a kind of intelligent and honourable pride. ‘The ladies of the 
place ufe their gallantry as ours do, as a fpur to make the men do their duty ; they bear 
a fhare in converiation on war, treaties, and every bafinefs of ftate ; they love their of- 
ficers and foldiers, and {peak with pleafure of the actions in which they have diftinguifh- 
ed themfelves. The younger officers recommend themlelves to them by alfluming a 
military air, which in my opinion is unbecoming. Whenever they happen to mention 
the minifters who betrayed their country, it is always with contempt and abhorrence. — 
Though the King of Pruffia has not done much to gain their affections, they fpeak with 
wonder of his great actions, and think with all mankind, that it would have deen better 
for all parties if they had attached themfelves to him, inftead of uniting with the Auitri- 

ans, 


igo RIESBECK’S TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. 


ans, towards whom, the perfon of the Emperor alone excepted, every body thews great 
animofity, notwithftanding all that the cowntry has fuffered from the King of Pruffia, 
ina word, brother, it is as if I was at home, where a participation in the common in- 
terefts of the country animates every fociety, and is the life and foul of all company. 

The Saxon troops have avery martial appearance ; they are not, however, fo well difci- 
plined as the Auftrian or Pruffian ones, nor yet fo {tiff ; they are ike the Englith, who are 
only foldiers when they are in action, and do not trouble themfelves much about the bufi- 
nefs at other times. ‘They are as brave as any thing you can call brave, but at this time 
of day bravery alone is not fufficient. ‘They tell you a ftory of them which would appear 
tidiculous, perhaps, in the eyes of a Pruffian or Auftrian commander, but which muft 
recommend them to a friend of human nature, and acitizen of the world. ‘lhe officers 
of a Saxon regiment of dragoons, which made part of the army that fought againft 
Prince Henry of Pruffia in Bohemia, took an oath, fub dio, that they would put to death 
any of their number who fhould run away in action. : 7 

‘Of late there is a project fet on foot to put the army, which confifts of twenty-five 
thoufand men, upon the fame footing as the Pruffian one, but hitherto the reform has 
not gone very deep ; and, for my own part I believe it to be as mad a {cheme as it would 
‘be to attempt making an Englif: army adopt Pruflian tactics. 


LETTER XLIH. 
. Drefden. 

TT is owing to the conftitution of the country, that the Saxons are poffeffed of a quite 
different fpirit from that of the Bavarians or Aultrians. The power of the Eleétor is 
more limited than that of any other fovefeign in Germany. ‘he Saxon ftates have had 
ipiit enough to maintain themfelves in the poffeffion of their rights, which molt of the 
itates belonging to the other countries have loft more through their own negligence and 
cowardice than by the defpotifm of the princes. 

The court cannot make the fmalleft law without the confent of the ftates; thefe are 
made upof three orders, the abbots of Mer/eburg, Meifen, and Naunburg, as reprefen- 
tatives of the clergy; the count Schwartzburg, Solms, Stollburg, and Schomburg, as the 
reprefentatives of the higher nobility, and the univerfities of Leipfick, and Wirtemberg, 
compofe the firft; the fecond confifts of the gentry belonging to the feven circles of the 
empire; the number of thefe is uncertain. A member of this body, befides eight quar- 
ters of nobility on the fide of both father and mother, mutt poffels a freehold eltate; 
but if, which is often the cafe, he has even three or four of them, he has only a fingle 
vote; fo that the exercife of the office is more attached to the perfon than the property. 
‘The reprefentatives of the tewns, in number one hundred and two, from the third or- 
der. ‘The general aflemblies meet only every fix years, but there isa deputation, which 
commonly affembles every two years, to confider of ell the extraordinary cafes that come 
before it. ‘Ihefe flates do not only direét the levy of taxes, and attend to the payment 






of debts, but they watch over fidei commiffa, the maintenance of the eftablifhed religion, 
the non-alienation of the electoral lands, and various other matters. The conftitution of 


the Lazw/ii/s is the fame in every refpeat. 5 
The payment of the debts is what gives them the moft employment; the whole of 
thefe.amount to 26,000,cc0 of thalers, cf Saxon money, or fomething more than 


2,600,000 pounds, ‘They pay every year about 1,200,000 guilders, or 154,100 
nourds. 
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I ycu add to this, three and a half per cent, of intereft, it will be a long time before. 
the debt is paid. : i 

But notwithfanding this, the ftate treafury is in very good credit, as it is fecure from 
all maneuvres of the court, and dillinguifhed by the moft exaét rectitude: when the 
country was almoft exhaufted by the diftreffes of ‘the laft war, and its credit much im- 
paired, the bills fell confiderably ; this gave rife to the fpeculations of fome foreign and 
domeftic merchants, who bought up the bills at a low price. Three years, however, 
were not clepfed before it became vifible that the country had fufficient refources, and. 
the piper rofe to its original value. Moft of the {peculators gained from 50 to 60 per 
cent. ‘The wonderful alteration ftruck the merchants of Hamburg, Lubeck, Bremen, 
and Holland, and the ftates proceeded to pay the remainder of the debts, which by this 
manoeuvre have been already in a great degree difcharged by their fubjects. 

The revenue of the country amoumits to about 6,290,000 thalers, or about 620,000 
pounds, The taxes are a'l appropriated by the ftates to {pecific purpofes; nor can the 
Ele€tor make any alteration in the deftination of them without their confent.. He has 
his own privy purfe, to the fupply of which particular revenues are alfo appropriated. 
‘The ftates have agreed, that the army fhall be increafed in. the fame proportion as the 
debts leflen, Each prince of the blood hasa revenue of 50,000 thalers, or about soocl, 
which, as the prefent family is exceeditg numerous, is a confiderable article. ‘he Im- 
perial court confidered it as a great a& of condefcenfion, to fuffer a Saxon prince of this. 
court to marry the Archduchefs Chriftina ; but thg Saxons. tell you, that,.great as the 
honour was, it would have been ftill greater if the magnificence of the Imperial. court. 
had enabled the Duke of Saxe Tefchen to do without this.allowance.. 

There are few countries in Germany, which, in proportion to: the fize of it, produce 
as good a revenue as Saxony. It is true that the taxes are very high, but there are few. 
other countries who have Itrength enough to bear fuch ; and-as the exchequer is in the 
hands of true patriots, and effectually fecured againft any attempts of the court, what is 
paid is {ure to be employed to the beft advantage of the country. ® 

There is nothing more ftriking in the political world, than the difference betwixt Ban 
varia and Saxony. Both countries are of an equal fize, and enjoy an equal number of 
natural advantages. Both have alfo a conftitution, only. the Bavarians have of late years 
fold, and even paid away their privileges; both are parts of a circle, and yet the firft 
contains eighteen large, and two hundred and fix fmall towns 5 whereas the latter has 
only forty in all, amongft which there is not one, Munich only excepted, that is to be. 
compared, I do not fay im riches, but in population, with the fmalleft of the eighteen 
Saxon towns; and there are at leaft fifty out of the two hundred and fix fall Saxon 
towns, which are richer than the richeft of the Bavarian ones. Saxony has one million 
nine hundred thoufand ; Bavaria, one million one hundred and eighty thoufand inhabi- 
tants. he firft raifes above eleven million of guilders; the latter not more than fix 
millions. Saxony has a much greater debt, but the debt is in the way to be paid, and 
the country was able to raife twenty thoufand men to join the Pruffian army in refcuing 
Bavaria from the Houfe of Auftria; whilft Bavaria could only raife fix thoufand men, 
in order to have the appearance of entering a proteftation againft the Auftrian preten- 
fions, and its debts remain unpaid. 

It is not uncommon in Germany to afcribe thefe political differences to-the difference. 
of religion ; but why then does not the fame religion produce the fame effeéts in France,. 
Tufcany, Genoa, Venice, the Imperial Netherlands, and Auftria, all which are flourith- 
ing countries, notwithftanding that the inhabitants are not Proteftants? Shall we fay,. 
that the catholicifin of Bavaria is of a better kind for the purpofes of theology, and 


ofa worfe for thofe of politics ; or that the fault lies chiefly in the government, which has 
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the fame influence on religion as the air has on the barometer? Religious enthufiafm is 
not of itfelf hurtful to induftry and focial virtues, as is evident by the exanzple of the 
Englith independants and Quakers, who are active and alert enough, notwithftanding 
their religious creed. No religion neceffarily requires a corruption of manuers, wan- 
tonnels, or lazinefs. When, therefore, a religion proves hurtful to the flate, it arifes 
from the mode of education, the manners, the government, and other local circum 
flances. Under a weak adminiftration religion breaks out into abufe, from the interefled 
views of its minifters, and the folly and ftupidity of the people ; but every other hurman 
inftitution does the fame ; fo that I believe every religion, like every government, to be 
good, when it is well adminiftered. A wife and efficient regency is omnipotent ; and 
the example of Peter the Great has fhewn clearly enough, that a wife man may make 
every religion contribute to render a ftate flourifhing. With refpect to opinions, the 
religion of the multitude is nearly alike in all places. It almoft univerfally confifts in a 
blind fubmiffion to the authority of the prieft. I have feen enough to convince me of 
this, in fome Proteftant countries, which pafs for the moft enlightened in religious mat- 
ters. The great difference betwixt mankind, that by which fome are made good and 
others bad citizens, depends upon the morals, which are a confequence of the education, 
and with which religious opinions have little to do. I fhall make you underftand my 
fentiments on this fubje& better in my next letter, in which I mean to fay fomething of 
the reformation, but, in the mean time, I cannot help communicating fome remarks I 
have made upon the fubje@t in my féurney thrgugh Germany, as they ferve to illuftrate 
my pofition. , . 
In almoft all the Catholic ftates I have travelled through, I have met with Italians. wh 

were moft of them in allluence, All thefe came beggars into Germany, and have made 
their fortunes in a foreign country, without any domeftic affiftance whatfoever. It is not 
more than thirty or forty years ago, that almoft all the rich merchants in the middling 
and leffer ftates of Germany were Italians. I think this fufficient to prove, that the in. 
@uttry and frugality by which thefe peop!e have made their fortunes, are no attributes of - 
a particular mode of religion, but arife from circumftances in the local character, which 
moftly takes its colour from education. The frugal, deep-thinking and induftrious 
Walfbes have capital fufficient in their character, eafily to gain an advantage in the ma- 
nagement of worldly matters, over the lazy, diffipated, and ftupid German Roman 
Catholics, though the religion of toth be the fame. I have fpoken with fome of thefe 
Italian parvenus, who complained bitterly, that it was much more difficult to make a for. 
tune in Germany now than it had formerly been. No doubt but that this is owing toa 
much better mode of education having been introduced by the government amongit the 
people with whom they have to do. Is there any man who is not aftonithed at the different 
degrees of induftry which prevail among the Italians themfelves? and yet they have all 
the fame religion. ‘There is, perhaps, lefs fuperttition at Rome, than in any part of the 
Roman Catholic world; but are the Romans therefore more induftrious than the Ge- 
noefe, who are the grofleft bigots known? Mind, I am not fpeaking of the difcipline of 
the church, nor ofthe riches of the cloy{ters, nor yet of Annates, Palliums, difpenfations, 
and other pepifh tributes, nor even of the ufurpation of the {piritual power and the like, 
all of which may be very hurtful to a ftate, but do not belong to the effence of religion, 
‘Vhe diipute is only on the influence which fpeculative opinions have on the induftry of 
men. In my opinion they have none. It is an obfervation every day made, that a man 
may be the mot {uperftitious of mortals in fome things, and yet the tharpeft and moft 
clear-fighted of all mankind in others; nor are the Saxons, according to my way of 
thinking, indebted to their more philofophical religion, for the greater degree of happi- 
nefs they enjoy as citizens. - 
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The religion of the court of this place is not well calculated to leffen the prejudices 
of the Saxon public againft Catholicifm, It is formed upon the Jefuit plan, and I have 
already told you, that the German Jefuits are of all monks the greateft. I was told an 
anecdote, which is certainly true, and does the court ecclefiaftics no great honour. At 
the beginning of the prefent reign, the Jefuits were afraid that the fovereign might change 
the national religion ; for, befides that he was at that time very young, he loved his ‘ 
people, and had overtures made him on the fubje&t, The Electrefs too, a very pene- 
trating, and in every refpect, amiable woman, was much diflatisfied with the Jefuits. To 
prevent innovations, a {pectre appeared to the Duke, and after having threatened him 
with all the torments of hell-fire, if he ventured to make the purpofed change, forbad 
him to fay any thing of what had happened, and promifed to rcturn again at a certain 
period. The Duke was very penfive for fome time, at length his wife, who loved him 
as he deferved, wrung the fecret from him, and told it to the prince of who waited 
for the fpirit on the appointed night, and put him to death with his Spanifh toledo, ‘The 
following day he came into company and faid, “I have faved myfelf the paymen: of 
500 thalers, by accidentally killing my confeffor.” 

Notwithitanding his little tinge of German jefuitifm, the Elector is a moft amiable 
prince ; he knows none of the vices, which princes who are obliged to truft the greateft 
part of their bufinefs to their minifters, generally addi€t themfelves to. He has alfo 
underftanding and aétivity fufficient to form a right judgment of important affairs, which 
he often carries through entirely, either by his perfonal exertions, or the orders he gives 
for the purpofe, All his minifters likewife are men who deferve his confidence. ‘They 
are well informed and induftrious patriots, who, both with regard to foreign affairs and 
internal adminiltration, follow a uniform fyftem, a thing amongft many others, by which 
they diflinguih themfelves from the Bavarian minifters. Their entering into the Ba- 
varian war, as they did fome years ago, was a certain proof of their not being wanting 
in fpirit, though their hands were fomewhat cramped by the internal circumftances of 
the country. When once the money, which now goes towards difcharging the intereft 
and principal of the debts, can be applied to the augmentation of the army, and the * 
court is enabled to make ufe of its whole flrength, no doubt the minifter will take other 
ground than that he now ftands upon, ‘he country will then be in a ftate to Keep up 
an army of forty or fifty thoufand men, without any uncommon exertion, and of courfe 
will be always able to maintain a neutrality. As things are now circumftanced, it muft 
neceflarily take a fide, and attach itfelf either to Pruffia or Auftria. As long as the 
peace lafts, it gives equal hopes to both fides; but in cafe of a breach, it will, in my 
opinion, incline rather to the Pruflian than the Auftrian party, not merely on account 
of the attempts which the Auftrians are daily making to enflave the empire, and the 
weight which thcir enormous power gives to thofe attempts, but becaufe the Saxons, on 
their part, have many private reafons for being diffatisfied with the conduéd of the 
Imperial court towards them, 

The difference there is betwixt the religion of the Prince and that of the people, has 
no effe€t on the national bufinefs. It is not therefore probable that this court will ever 
facrifice its religion to its temporal interefts, as Augultus did when he afcended the 
throne of Poland, if they fhould come into competition. 

In Germany religion is naturally various. ‘lhe Houfe of Wirtemberg has every fect 
of Chriftendom in it. The family of Prince Frederic Eugene is Lutheran ; the Great 
Dutchels has embraced the Greek religion, and the bride of the Hereditary Prince of 
‘Tufcany will, no doubt, turn Catholic. As there are likewife princefles of Brandenburg 
in this houfe, it has alfo a mixture of Calvinifm in it, Certainly this is the furet way 
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to fpread toleration throughout Europe, and the friends of mankind are much indebted 
to the princes of Germany for it. With refpeét to the Saxons, if the reigning monarch 
were a prince of lefs fenfe than he is, they are perfectly fafe from the fear of all religi- 
ous perfecutions. The ftates have fo limited his power in this refpedt, as to oblige him 
to have only two Catholic privy counfellors. ‘This is the reafon why, notwithftanding 
the animofity of the Saxons againft the Catholics, which is much greater than moft 
people imagine, they have a great affeion for their prince. 


LETTER XLIV. 
Leipfick. 

SAXONY isa princely country, brother. I have taken a confiderable tour, and have: 
come hither through the Ertzgeberg, over Freyberg, Marienberg, Annaberg, and then 
over Swickau, and Altenburg. One would imagine that the number of hills which 
border Bohemia muft be entirely undermined. There are pits upon pits dug in them, 
and all the valleys refound with hammers. A more induftrious people than the Saxons 
T have not yet feen. ‘The whole chain of mountains is filled with men, who force their 
nourifhment from the naked woods. They not only work ftones and minerals in ev 
poflible way you can conceive, but every town has befides fome manufacture of linen, 
lace, ribbands, cotton, handkerchiefs, flannel, or fomething elfe, which takes up an in- 
numerable quantity of hands. When fafhion, or the caprice of their neighbours, ruin. 
phe manufactory, they have always ten others to fet up to make up for the lofs. 7 

Freyberg contains upwards of twenty-five thoufand, and Swickau upwards of fifteen 
thoufand inhabitants. The other cities I faw are like'the market towns, uncommonly 
populous and animated. The fame induftry and eafy circumftances are met with on 
the other fide of the Elbe, throughout the Laufits, whither I made an excurfion from 
Drefden. Bauffen, Gorlifs, and Zittaw, are ftately cities, full of trade and bufinefs. 

_ What a contraft with the fouthern parts of Germany! an immenfe tract, throughout 
the whole of which I did not fee a fingle place, excepting the refidence of the court, 
and fome Imperial cities, which could bear a comparifon with any of thefe Saxon towns. 
You would imagine that the Ertzgeberg and foreft of Thuringia, had been fet by Pro- 
vidence as the limits betwixt light and darknefs, induftry and lazinefs, freedom and 
flavery, riches and poverty. Poffibly you cannot find in the whole world fo ftrong a 
contra{t betwixt two people, who are fo near each other, as there is between the Saxons 
and Bohemians; and yet nature has done infinitely more for the laft than the has for' 
the firft. 

The mines are an inexhauftible fource of riches to this country ; they almoft all be- 
Jong to companies of private men. . The works are divided into certain portions, part of 
which the company works free of cofts for the court, which receives what is got from 
them. - The revenue of the court, from all the mines of the country, is eftimated at 
400,000 guilders, which is hardly a fifth part of what they produce. A ftill much 
more coniiderable fum is gained by manufacturing the produce, as very little of it is 
exported raw. The Saxons prepare fteel and copper, and have a great number of gold 
and filvex manufactories. ‘The Saxon arms are known all-over the world. 

The Saxons have diftinguifhed themfelves by their fkill in mining all over Europe. 
It is fpoken of even by Spanifh and Neapolitan writers. Their {trong bodies, their in- 
defatigable induftry, and their good underftanding, particularly qualify them for this. 
kind of employment, which is undoubtedly the moft complicated and laborious of all 
human occupations, and which requires the greateft variety of knowledge to bring to 
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perfection. In my opinion, mining is one of the ftrongeft charatteriftics which diftin- 
guithes the Germans, particularly the Saxons, from our countrymen. ‘The Frenchman, 
though much quicker, is eafily conquered by difficulties, is difpirited when the firft heat 
does not get the better of the oppofition, is fond of changing the object of his purfuit, 
is defirous of getting a great deal at once, in a word, is only adapted to enterprizes, 
which require a quick comprehenfive genius and readinefs ; he is confequently much 
lefs fit for this work, than the cold, penfive, inquifitive, penetrating, preferving, and in- 
defatigable German, who can employ himfelf in the moft unthankful offices without 
being weary. No doubt, there are many valuable mines in the French dominions. 
Every body knows the projects of Colbert and his fucceffors. They bave been taken 
up again in our own time by M. Turgot 3 but the genius of the nation hes hitherto coun- 
teracted every effort of the kind that hes been made. 

The inhabitants of the fmalleft villages in the Saxon mountains, though often fhut 
out from tlie world by hills on each fide, are more polifhed, better bred, and more 
alive, than thofe of the largeft towns in the fouth of Germany. 

Reading is almoft univerfal in this country ; fociability and hofpitality accompany and 
encourage the hardeft labour; even the focieties of the inferior ranks are diflinguifhed 
by the liberality, knowledge of the world, wit, and jollity tobe met withinthem. The 
women are throughout remarkable for the beauty of their fhapes, the animation of their 
looks, and their infinite fpirit, eafe, and vivacity, and yet they are quite good natured, 
and admirable houfewives. ‘The men have of late, indeed, begun to complain a little, 
that for fome time paft, their beautiful partners have been too much addicted to vanity $ 
but their clamours would foon ceafe, if the women were to unite and make a law, that 
every eighth or tenth man fhould take an Auftrian or Bavarian wife for the edification 
of the whole community. For my own part, the article of drefs alone excepted, have 
not been able to difcover a fingle excrefcence which wants pruning ; whereas the Bava- 
rian and Auftrian women, befides being full as fond of drefs, break out a little both at 
bed and board, and do not concern themfelves at all with domettic matters. 

The uncommonly large population of this country expofes the inhabitants to no {mall 
diftrefs in times of fcarcity. The land does not produce a tenth part of the grain ne- 
ceflary for the confumption of the people, who are obliged to fupply their wants from 
Bohemia. ‘The univerfal fcarcity which prevailed in Europe nine or ten years ago, was 
no where more feverely felt than here, many thoufands died, a part through abfolute 
want, and a part from being obliged to eat bad provifions. Great numbers were ins 
debted for their lives to the free-mafon’s lodges at Drefden, Leipfick, Fridburg, and 
other places, the members of which did an incredible deal for the relief of the neceffities 
of their brethren. If any country ftands in need of granaries, it is this. As foon as the 
fmallett {carcity is perceived, the exportation from the neighbouring countries is {topped 
up, and the Saxon plains are too much peopled eafily to bear the lofs of their harveit. 
Government has made fome regulations ; but in the prefent ftate of the finances of the 
country, it is impoflible that it fhould do as much as would be requifite to fecure.the 
inhabitants of the mountains againft every event. 

Confpicuous as the induftry and commerce of this people is, the fituation of tue 
farmer amongtt them is in all refpeéts pitiable. “The fault, however, is in the conttitu- 
tion of the country, not in the inhabitants, who area frank, diligent, and intelligent peo- 
ple. No doubt, but the diftrefs is owing to the quantity of land in the hands of great 
farmers. Along the foot of the Ertegeberg mountain, and in the plain, you can hardly 
count the fteeples, which you fee on all fides of you. The number of villages in the 
Eleétoral territory, taking in the Laufits, is near fix thoufand, I faw feveral farmers 
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who plough with one ox and one cow. Many of.them have only one cow, which fure 
nifhes them with milk, and likewife ferves them to plough with. It is true, indeed, that 
the fine and light foil of this part of the world requires, in general, no uncommon:ex- 
ertion ; but it is impoffible that a farmer fhould do well with fo litle cattle. You eafily 
difcover in their houfekeeping, that they are obliged to cut very clofe. Great part of 
them live upon potatoes, cabbages, and turnips, and you very feldom fee meat at their 
tables. Their attachment to coffee is extremely great; it is the only nourifhment of 
fome of them; and the profule ufe they make of it, is q ftrong contraft with their pe- 
nurioufnefs in other refpeéts. It is made in large pots, but is fo weak as to have hardly 
the colour of the berry. Moft likely they confider it as the cheapeft and moft ftrength- 
ening of liquors. Their cleanlinefs in the mid{t of their poverty is remarkable. The 
Suabian farmers are lords, in comparifon with thofe of Saxony, and on the whole, the 
happieft I have yet feen. 

Throughout the whole level country, even the common people fpeak good German, 
and fo, excepting in the mountains, do all the farmers. ‘There isno province in France 
of a like extent, in which the people throughout fpeak French as well as the Saxons do 
German. Some miles from Leipfick I vifited a gentleman, for whom I had letters from 
Drefden, on his eftate. I thought myfelf come to a {chool of paftoral felicity, and I 
fhall ever look upon the few days I {pent with him as fome of the happieft of my life. 
‘The eftates of thefe gentlemen are fmall, as the Saxon nobility in general are as poor as 
they are numerous ; but it is to this very poverty that they owe their happinefs. They 
underftand how to unite the beautiful with the ufeful, tafte with fimplicity, ceconomy * 
with various amufements, and nature with art, in fuch a manner, as to make that bufie 
nefs which other men look upon as a punifhment, a fource of endlefs uninterrupted fe. 
licity. "They relifh pleafure as epicureans do rich wines, which they keep a long while 
on the palate, in order to relifh the flavour. They underftand how to. mix the amufe- 
ments and the occupations of the country fo as to make them follow each other in agree. 
able fucceflion fo well, that it is worth while to come amongit them to read Virgil’s 
Georgics, which I am perfuaded cannot be read any where clfe with fo much pleafure, 
Fifhing is a very weighty and moft important bufinefs with them, and the art has been 
no where brdught to fo great a perfection as it is here. They have feparate ponds in 
which the fith are kept, according to their ages and with different intentions. Thefe 
ponds are in faliow lands, which are at certain times broke up and ploughed again; fo 
that the eftate reaps a double advantage by this method. ‘The management of woods 
and of fheep is alfo brought to a great degree of perfection here. They not only 
cut down their trees with great judgment, but ftudy the art of planting, and what 
irees are fit for each foil with fingular felicity. I am perfuaded that we Frenchmen 
might learn much of the Saxons on this head, as well as on every other part of rural 
ceconomy. 

‘The Saxon wool is famous for being the beft in Europe, after the Spanifh and 
Englith : fometimes it is ufed raw, fometimes it is manufactured into clothes, ftock- 
ings, and gloves, but moft generally it is coloured and exported as a manufaclure. The 
inimitable blue wools, which have their name from the country, are brought into 
France. . 

To thefe various practical and theoretical improvements of their land, the nobility 
add {mall walks, vifits to their friends in town and country, collections of nature and 
art, attention to improve the fchools of their diftrias, poetry, and mufick. ‘The rich, 
amongft whom I reckon thofe who have from 8 to 10,000 guilders a year, (moft of 
them have only from 3 to 6, and feyeral from Sco to 2000 guilders,) come to town for 
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only one or two months in the year. Their daughters are the lovelieft and cleverett 
creatures in the world, Their natural fenfibility generally contracts a romantic turn in 
the ftillnefs of the country, which appears in their converfation and aétions, and leads 
them to take unguarded fteps in the firft. years of life. Unequal marriages and elope- 
ments are extremely frequent here. In Suabia, Bavaria, and Aultria, I met with Saxon 
girls of good family, who in the laft Silefian war had enlifted with officers of the impe-— 
rial and circular armies, and who all made excellent wives and mothers. At Prague I 
met with a Saxon girl of a good family, who partly from a confiderable fhare of fenfi- 
bility, as fhe confefled herfelf with tears in her eyes, and partly from want of knowledge 
of the world, was a common woman. Leffing’s comedy, Minna von Barnheim, which 
doubtleis you have read, exhibits fome of the romantic part of this chara@ter, but in 
general it is more a picture of the town ladies. The country girls have not in general 
the coquetry and livelinefs of Minna: they are more penfive and more tender, but all 
of them are as handfome as angels. The kind of reading in fafhion in Germany, which 
is moftly novels and romances, is no proper nourifhment for the ladies of Saxony, who 
are by nature of fuch inflammable conttitutions. 

Leipfick is a very fmall, but very handfome, and in fome places, fplendid-city. . The 
number of its inhabitants, reckoning the fuburbs, amounts to near thirty thoufand ; it 
was greater formerly. The way of living is totally different from any I have hitherto 
feen in the other Saxon towns. Much more luxury and profufion reigns here than at 
Drefden. ‘They play in all companies, and often extremely high. The ladies of this 
place are far behind hand with their countrywomen of the other towns in domettic ceco- 
nomy, but agree with them in the articles of drefs and coquetry. Amongit the literati 
who {warm here, there are too many boalters, petit maitres, ignoramuffes, and fools of 
all forts; fo that 1 fometimes thought myfelf got to Vienna again, where the frifcurs 
and literati meet in the fame companies, and are almoft equally numerous.. But the, 
infinite number of men of merit, whofe conduét and manners do honour to their na- 
tive country, foon made me find out the difference. You meet here with men in all 
fciences, who, from the extent as well as the depth of their learning, but particularly 
from their knowledge of the world, are entirely different from the Vienna literati, for 
whom all is dead that is out of their own line. 

1 paid a vifit to Mr. Weiffe, whofe excellent work called the Children’s Friend, Mr. 
Berquin propofes partly to imitate, and partly to tranflate. ‘The author is not only one 
of the beft German poets, but an extraordinary learned man, in the moft extenfive fig- 
nification of the werd. He is elegance itfelf; and the income of a good place, which 
he poflefles, enables him to give up his latter days to philofophical repofe, benevolence, 
and the mules. He is one of the determined enemies of thofe literary Calmucks, I 
mentioned to you in my letter on the theatre of Munich, who like the troops of Gen- 
gifkan, fome years fince made an inroad upon Parnaffus, drove out the mufes, deftroyed 
the flower-beds of the old German poets, mangled the language, hacked the words with 
‘Tartar fury, and would probably in their rage have begotten children like the fathers, 
if their difcipline had anfwered the violence of their attack, and fuch enlightened men. 
as Mr. Weifle had not difcomfited them after the ardour of their firft onfet. They 
nave been compelled to retreat behind hedges, whence they fometimes fire upon paflen- 
gers, but they will not be able to keep even this poft long. 
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LETTER XLV. 
Leipfick. 

THE commerce and manufadtures of this place are very confiderable. It is the cen- 
ter of the book trade of all Germany, and of the wool trade of all Saxony, and there 
are few cities in Germany which furpafs it in commerce and exchange. Here they 
make velvets, woven filks, fhags, linens, cloths, rattines, carpets, and a great variety of 
other things, This city fupplies the greateft part of Saxony with drugs and apothe- 
caries wares, and has a confiderable fhare of the trade which is carried on betwixt the 
fouth of Germany, Switzerland, Italy, and the North. There are feveral wealthy 
houfes here. 

The fair, which ended a week before my arrival, according to the report of both na- 
tives and foreign merchants, is no more than a fhadow of what it was thirty years ago. 
The moft remarkable part of the prefent trade, is the exchange of books, carried on by 
the German bookfellers. This they fometimes execute by commiffion, but for the moft 
part they appear in their own high perfons. Their number is about three hundred, 
and the value of the books they exchange amounts to 500,0co rix-dollars, or about 
1,7 51,000 livres. 

Leipfick maintains itfelf in the poffeffion of this trade, not fo much from its havin 
once taken that channel, as from the great quantity of books publifhed in the city irfelf, 
and its centrical fituation in the midft of a country where all the arts flourifh, and read- 
ing and writing are moft univerfal. Thefe are the caufes, which in my opinion, have 
rendered all the attempts to deprive the city of this trade abortive. 

The Auftrian bookfellers have hitherto been the only ones who have not appeared re- 
golar'y and in great numbers at this mart of literature. he reftraint they lay under 

rom the licence office, and the reftraints they are lain under by the heavy wit of their 
writers, have difabled them from bringing any paper to market, good enough to pro- 
cure an exchange from the other dealers. 

Leipfick is indebted for this trade, which in my opinion, is the only one of the kind 
in all Europe, entirely to the merit of the inhabitants of this place, and other parts of 
Saxony. Saxony was the cradle of literature and talte in Germany. The Swifs had 
indeed contributed fomething by theories towards raifing the edifice of the arts, but 
theories form neither arts nor tafte, nor has the German part of Switzerland produced 
a fingle literary production of merit, Gefner’s works excepted. Thofe of Haller are 
written in a barbarous dialeét, and few of them are uniformly good. His beauties are 
fingle ones; they are feparate pi€tures, woven into philofophical declamations. Nature 
gives the firlt direction to art, which afterwards is not to be improved by any theories, 
but by the fight of, and fenfibility for, the moft ftriking and moft beautiful objects of 
nature. ‘Thefe it is, which form the original artift. And it is the reading, feeling, and 
comparing the works of thefe original artifts, that form theimitator. Nor is tafte itfelf 
a confequence of any theoretical knowledge; for it is well known, that thofe who have 
formed the foundeft theories, have been very unfuccefsful, both in the works produced 
by themfelves, and the judgment they have paffed upon thofe of other people. Theo- 
ries depend upon conclufions of the underftanding, which will always be falfe when the 
premifes are fo; but the quicknefs occafioned by the perception and comparifon of va- 
rious beautiful objeéts, which conftitutes what we call"tafte, will never go aftray. It is 
true, indeed, that this perception and quicknefs cannot exift without fome natural difpo- 
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The firft feeds of literature and tafte were fown in Germany, by perfons who were 
no literati by profeffion. Since the firft zera of French tafte, one or the other of the 
princes of Germany have always been in alliance with France. The negociations this 
has given rife to, and the abode of the French armies in Germany in confequence, have 
rendered the knowledge of French abfolutely neceffary to the German nobility. Hence 
all perfons of confequence, minifters, counfellors, officers, and fecretaries, polifhed 
themfelves by their intercourfe with our countrymen; fo that the tafte of feveral Ger- 
man courts was formed before there was a man of letters of confequence in the country. 
Prince Eugene, who had been brought up at the court of France, laboured with all his 
might to introduce the arts into Germany, but he found the Jefuits in his way at the 
court of Vienna, for a long time the only one in which the French language could not 
gain admittance. In all the others there were perfons of as much tafte and good fenfe 
as Prince Eugene, true children of the mufes, who were more or lefs fuccefstful in their 
attempts to extend good tafte. Much in the fame manner the arts came to us from 
Italy, and much in the fame manner they came to Italy from Greece. 

After this intercourfe with France, the only thing wanting to awaken the Germans 
to emulation, was a language, and in this refpect Saxony had a great advantage over the 
other German provinces. [ver fince the time of Luther this country has had a manner 
of writing, which diftinguifhed it from the barbarous manner of the fchools that ob- 
tained over the reft of Germany. The fervice of the church contributed much in thefe 
parts to the improvement of the language. The fchools for young people were very 
good here long before the brilliant zra of German literature. The language of fome 
of the Saxon writers who lived betwixt the years 1715, and 1725, a time in which the 
reft of Germany was ftill plunged in the barbarous ftyle of. the Cancelleria, is remark- 
able for its grammatical clearnefs and accuracy. ‘The natural. wit of the Saxons, toge- 
ther with their peculiar and, as it were, innate love for all that is beautiful, foon made 
it their peculiar pride and pleafure, as it had been that of the Athenians, to diftinguifh 
themfelves by fpeaking their language corre@tly. The loweft handy-craftfman here is 
more folicitous to fpeak-purely and well, and is much more fortunate in his attempts for 
the purpofe, than feveral learned men by profeffion, with whom I have had the honour 
to converfe in the fouthern parts of the country.. The very women are fenfible of gram- 
matical errors, and take notice of them. Befides the language, the Saxons had other 
advantages, which contributed to {pread literature fooner and wider amongft them than 
amongft the other Germans. Philofophy and the higher parts of the delles lettres, had 
had the duft rubbed from them in this country long before the bright zra of German 
literature. Leibnitz, Puffendorf, Thomafius, Welt, and others,.had broken up the ex- 
tenfive field of literature, had ploughed it with tafte and fimplicity, and had brought 
about a happy revolution ia the minds of the people in all the north of Germany, par- 
ticularly in Saxony. The celebrated journal, known by.the name of Ada Eruditorumy, 
was begun in 1682, and was foon equal to the journals of the moft enlightened natians,. 
fuch as the Journal des Scavans, the Englifh Tranfadtions, and the Giornale di Literati, 
whilft in the other {tates of Germany, Berlin not excepted, knowledge was confined to 
a few perfons about the court. The beginning of the prefent.century alfo produced fe- 
veral editions of the ancient claflics, which contributed more to the nurture of genius and 
true tafte, than the beft rules and theories. 

No.doubt the magnificence and peculiar tafte of: the Saxon Auguftus, for the fine 
arts, contributed much to the early polifhing of tafte, and the awakening of~ genius in 
this country. All the arts have a-filterly affection for each other; they do not like to 
be long out of the famecompany. Painting, fculpture, archite€ture, mufic, and all the 
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arts connected with them, flourifhed. more at the court of Auguttus the third, than they 
did in any court of Europe. From this fchool came Mengs, the greateft painter of our 
days; Haffe, who was able to do juftice to the poetry of a Metaltafio; Gluck, Haler, 
and many others. ‘Lhe art of fpeech would naturally join itfelf to fo brilliant a fociety. 
‘The opera made the Saxons acquainted with the Italian poets, juft as the language of 
ihe court had brought them acquainted with the French ones. At length they made 
fome trials in their own language, and their trials were fuccefsful. Gellert, Rabbener, 
and many others*evidently formed themfelves upon Englifh models. Eyer fince this 
period, Saxony has furnifhed a much: larger proportion of ingenious men than the 
other parts of Germany. In polite literature their numbers furpafs thofe of all the reft 
of Germany put together. ‘Their tranflators, reviewers, magazine-writers, almanack 
and catalogue-makers are innumerable. ‘Chere are many perfons in this country as well 
acquainted with the antient and modern literature of England, France, and Italy, as the 
natives of thefe countries themfelves. There is always a warehoufe of Spanith and Por- 
tuguefe literature here, and (which is almoft peculiar to Germany) they forage to the 
uttermoft bounds of the north, and explore the Danifh, Swedifh, Ruffian, and Polifh 
Parnaffus. As far as regards the mechanical part of the bufinels, i. e. the working up 
of materials and making them fit for fale, Saxony will for a long. time continue, fuperior 
to the other Germans ; but their genius feems worn out. Nothing can be more frivolous 
than the prefent purfuits of the men of genius here ; but other parts of Germany are in 
the prime of youth, and others again feem to be jult awake. 


LETTER XLV. 
Leipfick. 

I MADE an excurfion from hence to Weimar and Gotha. ‘This part of the country 
is the beft cultivated, and, in a political view, the moft beautiful I have hitherto feen in 
Germany. Every two or three miles you come to a town, which contains a flourifh- 
ing manufacture. ‘The villages are innumerable, and the agriculture much more va- 
ried than on the other fide of Drefden. Nature appears to have been more favourable 
to thefe parts. ; 

Weimar is a fmall but handfome town. The court is remarkably affable, and the 
reigning Duke carries popularity as well as philofophy almoft too far. He puts himfelf 
on a level with all. kinds of perfons, and takes parts in private plays ated by his fervants 
and the literati of his court. 

To a natural fondnefs for the fentimental and adventurous, he unites an excellent im- 
proved tafte for every thing that belongs to the arts. ‘This court is made up entirely of 
wits, and even his general /uperintendant, (a title you are not acquainted with, but which 
anfwers to a little Pope,) is a bel efprit, who has publifhed a rhapfodical extra& from 
the firft book of Mofes, under the title of the Origin of Mankind. 

The wonderful charaéter of this duke, the romantic part of it only excepted, for 
which he has to thank Mr. Gothe, is the work of the celebrated Wieland. Wieland is, 
withouta doubt, the firft of all the German writers. No writer, Lefling alone excepted, 
unites fo much ftudy with fo much genius as he does. He has not only formed and 
fixed his tafte on a thorough acquaintance with the beauties of the ancient writers, but 
poffeffes alfo all the literature of France, Italy, and England. His works are not like 
the rhapfodies of the modern German -poetafters, but have the true {mack of the ag. 
Even the moft fugitive trifles that fall trom his playful and humourous pen, befpeak a 
workman who is thorough mafter of his bufinefs, and has a manner of his own. It 
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has been faid of the great patnters, that you may know them by the dath of their pen- 

cils. Wieland is one of the few German writers who will go down to potterity as aclaf- 
fical writer, when the works of feveral of his cotemporarics fhall ferve for dung of the 
fields. It is generally objeéted to him, that he repeats the fame things too often, and 
copies himfelf; but, tor my part, 1 have not obferved much repetition. It is true, that 
like other great writers, he has favourite ideas, which he is ever turning and polithing, in 
order to fet them before the reader in every point of view. I have no fault to find with 
him, but that he hides his ftudy too little, expofes his immenfe reading too much, and 
often forgets that his reader may not be fo enamoured wich his erudition as he is himfelf. 
I likewife think, that before he was privy-counfellor and tutor to the prince he wrote 
much more naturally than he does now. In order that no part of literature fhould be 
unexplored by him, but more with a view of fiiling his purfe, whilft his reputation was at 
the height, he undertook a literary journal, which he carried on with uncommon fpirit 
and aétivity.’ None of the German writers know fo well how to pleafe the public as 
Wieland does. He is moft fruitful in the invention of trifles, in order tc make his jour- 
nal, which is as good as any other we have, fell. Sometimes, like a Dutch tobacco- 
merchant, he will tye a pi€ture to his wares; fometimes he promiles ia one number a 
folution of a riddle in a paft one, and in the next, inftead of a folution of the riddle, 
gives you a rattle or a trumpet for children to play with. At times he publithes one 
number in a year, at others he will write the whole volume in a month, Riddles, new!- 
papers, anecdotes, literary quarrels, every thing, in a word, is crammed in that may give 
his wares the appearance of novelty, or amufe the people. You will fay thefe are iittle 

-book-felling tricks; and fo they are, but they are more venial in German than in other 
authors, as without them it would be difficult for the greateft induftry and the greate‘t 
talents to live by the profeffion. 

Wieland is, what few poets are, a good domeftic man. . He lives, in fa&t, more for 
his family than for the public. He would farnifh a new proof, if there wanted any, of 
the jultice of a favourite aphorifm with me, to wit, that the generative powers of man 
are in the fame proportion as his underftanding, and that it is good for him when he 
ufes the one with as much order and ceconomy as the other. ‘Wieland has feven or. 
eight fine children. .No poet, he obferves himfelf, ever had fo many; and he has’ writ 
xen the lives of the poets folely to affure himfelf of the truth of it. A good penfion 
from the court, added to what he gets by his journal, enables him to fee the approach 
of old age with tranquillity, and gives him the profpect of enjoying the comforts of life. 
to the end. : 

There are fome extraordinary traits in Wieland’s charaéter, which feem a contraft 
to his writings : [ will give you fome of them. In all he has written, he difcovers great 
knowledge of the world, and you would take him for a courtier out of place, yet no man 
knows lefs of mankind. In polite circles, and in the condu& of acommon affair of life, 
he is entirely at a lofs. Even fince the publication of the Agathon, which you know 
contains every evolution and revolution of the female mind, and, like his other works 
befpeaks one of the politeft writers that ever exifted ; there have been feveral initia: 
of his not knowing how to converfe with a woman. His knowledge of the gay wor! 
confifts entirely in theory, and he muft be fome time in company before he cau: max¢ 
ufe of it. This is not altogether owing to continual ftudy and want of intercourte with 
the polite world, but is in fome degree conttitutional in him. He is by nature very livery. 
but not very refolute, diffident of himfelf, and eafy of belief towards others ; in fine, 2c 
is one of thofe men to whom nature has refufed every grain of that felf-fuiliciency, 2 
{mall dofe of which is of fo much ufe in the affairs of this life. His knowledge o. t's 
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world is of the kind which Montaigne obferved in a man Who refembled him; it is in a 
place which he knows where to find it in, and not in himfelf. “The confcioufnefs of this has 
fometimes made him a coward. To this caufe are to be attributed the frequent variations 
in his way of thinking ; his flattery towards thofe who can ferve him; his fubmiffion to- 
wards thofe who refift him ; his toleration of thofe whofe opinions are oppofite to his 
own; his love of party, and all the manceuvres to which he has had recourfe, whenever 
he has thought his reputation in danger, for which reputation he would have had no- 
thing to fear if he had but known his own ftrength. Before Gothe was known, Wie- 
land ftood as he ought always to have done, at the top of the German Parnaflus. It fo 
happened, that, contrary to his intention, he inferted a very fevere critique of Gothe’s 
Play of Gofs of Berlichingen, in his review. Gothe revenged himfelf by a farce, written in 
his ftrongeft manner. Wieland, ever ready to found a retreat when danger is nigh, en. 
deavoyred to make his peace in a fecond number, in which he was more civil. This, 
however, would hardly have faved him, but fortunately for him, his pupil, the reigning 
Duke, foon after went to Francfort, where he met with Gothe, whom he brought with 
him to Weimar, and of courfe introduced him to his old tutor. Would you believe it ? 
the cajoled Wieland not only took fomething of Gothe’s manner himfelf, but wrote apo- 
logies for fome followers of his fchool, whom in his former writings he had fatyrized. 
Upon the whole, he is one of the greateft fophifts of our days, who has always a fatire, 
or an apology ready, and produces that which brings him the moft pence. ; 
Gothe is the Duke’s favourite ; they are always together ; he poflefles a fujl portion 
of that which nature has refufed to Wieland. Formerly his felf-fufficiency led him into 
abfurdities, but fince that time things have much changed. He is not only a genius, 
but poffefies a great dgal of learning. Many circumftances, for which he is not entirely 
anfwerable, were the occafion of his giving the fignal to 4 horde of Calmucks, who 
fome years fince made an inroad on the German Parnaffus, and laid it wafte. [In all 
things he is upon principle, for the natural, the extraordinary, the adventurous, the 
ftriking, and the bold, and has as great an averfion to the common forms of govern- 
ment, as tothe common rules of writing. His philofophy borders nearly ipon that of 
Rouffeau. I fhall not {top here to compare them, but only obferve, that they have both 
come two hundred years too late, and that the man who gives a flat contradiétion to 
the opinions of all his cotemporaries, abounds either in felf-opinion or felf-love-—When 
Gothe firft began to feel his genius, he ufed to go about with a fhort hat, his hair about 
his ears, an out of the way drefs; and, in fhort, affeded a fingylarity in every thing, 
His looks, his gait, his fpeech, the whole of him befpoke an extraordinary man.. Even 
in his writings, he rather affected graceful negligence than any laboured delicacy. He’ 
fhortened all his periods in the moft extraordinary manner, ufed common and vulgar 
words, and, what was of no great fervice to the poor German language, already fo bare 
of them, cut off half of the vowels, and introduced paufes and ftrokes of admiration at 
every three words. His writings contain a great deal of that happy feiaure of circum- 
ftance which befpeaks a knowledge of mankind, united to a ftrong and fertile imagina- 
tion, and a great vein of humour. You fee in every thing he writes, that he is able to 
lay a plan and conneét the parts; this diftinguifhes him from the whole herd of his imi- 
tators. Whenever it happens, as it fometimes does, that one part of his work does not 
hang well with the other, you eafily difcover that the defect has not arifen from igno- 
rance, but becaufe the author did not choofe to give himfelf the trouble to weave them 
together. Gothe has read a great deal, is well acquainted with the beft ancient and mo- 
dern writers, paints, underftands mufic, is a good companion and wit, and — Counfellor 
of Legation to the Duke. 
* © : Doubtlels, 
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Doubtlefs, he is by this time convinced of the injury he has done German literature. - 
Several young perfons, encouraged to it by his example, imagined that nothing more 
was requifite to become a genius, than to be bold, impudent, and carelefs about lan- 
guage and ftyle, ahd to entertain contempt for every thing that is called order or -re- 
gularity. They conceived that all {tudy and attention to rule was needlefs, that every 
thing that was natural muft of courfe be good that a true genius required no education, 
but had all powers of creation in himfelf, and that when he became a genius, he was 
entitled to produce himfelf in his thirt, or in puris naturalibus, on the market-place, or 
in the courts of princes; that real judgment only made affes of men, and that unre- 
{trained imagination raifed them to the rank of divinities; that dreams and enthufiaftic 
yaptures in his own greatnels, and the littlenefs of the world about him, was the proper. 
ftate of man; that all the occupations by which his daily bread was to be earned, de- 
graded him, and that in the bett of all poffible worlds he mutt go on all-fours and eat 
acorns, You muft not think that lam exaggerating when I fay this, for I can give 
you proofs of every thing I have afferted. Gothe has this in common with Roufleau ; 
that his philofopy (whether true or falfe) overturns fexridations, and gratifies diflolute- 
nefs and idlenefs; for which reafon it has been adopted by thofe who have no founda- 
tion, but feek only to be happy through an implicit belief in their mafter. As Gothe 
was his own matter, his excrefcences were the more eafily forgiven, becaule of their con- 
fiftency with his principles and with each other, of a certain moderation he obferved in 
them, and of his affability towards all he converfed with; but his {chool is the moft ridi- 
culous that can be conceived. I queftion whether many of thefe gentlemen are them- 
felves able to give explanations of the obfcure parts of their writings. ‘Lhe flattered 
nonfenfe was cried up by the critics of the feét, as the quinteffence of human wit and 
human imagination. As to the underftanding, as 1 told you above, they declared open 
war againft that. ‘To have a true idea-of the tafte of the public, one fhould read the 
productions of thefe gentlemen, which {till pafs for wonders with many. ‘This herd of 
Calmucks gained recruits from every order of men, even out of the phyfical tribe, who 
formed fyftems of the fame kind in their profeflion. ‘They taught, that to rollin fhow, 
to bathe in cold water, to leap like bucks about the fteepeft precipices, to eat nothing 
warm} but to live entirely on the fruits of the earth, not to give the leaft interruption to 
the operations of nature, but even to drop the excrement ftanding, at any time and in 
any place, was all that could be done by man, either for the prefervation or recovery of 
his health. 

A well-known phyfician, who has laid msny a patient in the duft, by the purfuit of 
this new mode of cure, grounded all the reafonings made ufe of in his publications, on 
the example of the firit witin Germany. If he ordered a mana cold bath, and the pa- 
tent expreffed a fear, left it might poffibly occafion a fever, or a flux, the doGtor would 
affure him, that he need not be afraid of any thing of the fort, for that the great Gothe 
went into the cold bath in froft and {now. ‘Fhe young painters, too, would for fome 
time paint nothing but ftorms, lightning, tops of Appennines, or Alps; elephants, lions, 
and tygers; Didos on the funeral piles Lucretias and Medeas murdering their children, 
All the fofter landfcapes, all the common animals, and all the ordinary fituations of com- 
mon life, they entirely excluded from their canvals. Truth and keeping are nothing 
with them ; fuch littleneffes, they fay, a genius leaves to your day-labourers for bread, 
and men of ordinary underftandings. Art, according to their definition, confifts in what 
is out of the common courfe. The more unnaturally a Dido flings her arms about, the 
more portentoufly fhe rolls her favage eyes,’ and the greater diforder there appears in 


her hair and drapery, the more beautiful the is. Jn this manner artifts of all denomina- 
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tions mifconceive Gothe’s theory. His flatterers imitate him in the moft ridiculous 
manner, in his drefs, in his walk, and even in his fpeech. 

Gothe is in fome meafure refponfible for thefe excrefcences. Having difcovered 
fparks of genius in fome of his friends, fuch as Lentz, Clinger, and others, by proper 
encouragements he foon blew the {parks into a rea! fame. ‘Thus far was fit and right ; 
but as foon as he had commenced protetor, there came people to him by no means 
worthy of his protection. Inftead of fending thefe back to their brethren of the foreft, 
the bubble of reputation led him on, and he was not ufhamed, at leaft for a time, to fet 
himfelf at the head of a little academy — very different in this refpe€t from Rouffeau, 
who neither commended nor proteéted any one. At prefent Gothe does not feem to 
ditturb himfelf much about literary purfuits. He is at work on the life of the celebrated 
Bernard of Weimar, and enjoys life as much as it is to be enjoyed amidit a number of 
little troubles. Yormerly he ufed to be regularly befieged with recommendations, and 
his difciples came from all parts to vifit him, in hopes to be brought forward by his pa- 
tronage. He is now grown wifer, and has made it a rule to himfelf, to be very nice in 
his recommendations. In this he is extremely in the right, as he would be accountable 
for the follies of all thefe people. Neither indeed does it follow as a natural confe. 
quence, that becaufe the minifter, counfellor, and private fecretary of a prince is a 
wit, his cooks, and butlers, valets de chambre, huatfmen, and ftable-boys, fhould alfo 
be wits. 

Gotha isa large town, richer and handfomer than Weimar; the number of its inha- 
bttants are eftimated at nine or tenthouland. There are fome valuable manufactures in 
this place. ‘The court is as popular as that,of Weimar, and equally fond of ftrangers. 
Some years ago the Duke had one of the beft German theatres in Germany; but he 
fent away the whole company on finding that the expence was too large, that he had 
fufficiently amufed himfelf, and that the players began to affume airs of importance. 

The fubjects of both thefe dukes are very happy. ‘Their finances too are well regu. 
lated, and their adminiftration of juftice and police is perfect. Neither of them have 
the weaknefs of other German princes, who fpend a great part of their incomes in the 
maintenance of a regiment or two of foldiers, and make the younger part of their fub- 
jeéts do the military exercife, inftead of keeping them at the plough. The income of 
each of them is about 600,000 Rhenifh guilders, or 54,000 French louis-d’ors, ‘Their 
country is extremely productive, and extraordinarily well inhabited. 

Erfurt is a very large, old, black, and ill-inhabited town ; it is near a mile in circum- 
ference, and contains nearly eighteen thoufand men. ‘The moft remarkable thing here 
is the act of gardening, which is carried toa greater perfection than in any other part of 
Germany I have yet had occafion to fee. ‘The people of the country carry on a confi~ 
derable trade in fruits and plants. ‘The inhabitants, like thofe of the reft of Saxony, 
are a handfome, fenfible, and friendly people. ‘The prefent vice-governor for the Elec- 
tor of Mentz, to whom the city, with feventy villages which lie round it, belongs, is a. 
baron of D'Alberg, canon of Mentz, whom you may probably have feen at Paris. He 
was in the houfe of the Marquis of -_——-, and, if I miftake not, well known to the 
Duke of Choifeul. He is a man of uncommon knowledge of the world, a man of let. 

ers in the full extent of the word, and a patriot. He underftandsall the bufinefs of the 
higher world, and all that concerns government; poffeffes the Belles Lettres and the 
arts, and is on terms of friendfhip with the moft fenfible men of Germany. He expeéts 
in time to be the firft ecclefiaftical prince of the German empire, and, after the Pope, the 
richeft and moft diftinguifhed prelate in the catholic world, Erfurt aad its territory yields 
annually about 180,000 Rhenifh guilders. It contains about thirty-fix thoufand men.. 
> . LETTER. 
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LETTER XLVI. 
¢. Leipfick. 

I CANNOT quit Saxony without faying fomething to. yow of the reformation which 
began here. : 

The origin of the reformation, as a queftion of learning, is difficult to- determine, 
Between the times of John Hufs and Luther, Paul of Tubingen, Brulfer, Bafil of Gro~ 
ningen, and fevcral Englith, openly profefled the doétrines of the reformed. The Val-. 
denfes had fpread their opinions very confiderably long before the time of Hufs; and 
between their time and the era of Hufs, Wickliff, John of Paris, Arnaud de Villeneuve, 
William of St. Amour, Evrard, bifhop of Saltzburg, and many others taught the tenets 
of Luther and Calvin. It is certain, that from the time of the Albigeois to the breaking 
out of the reformation, there was no period in which fome remarkable man did not 
openly maintain the principles of the Proteftant religion. Between the time of Peter: 
de Waldo, (who did moit towards the fpreading of the fe& of the Albigesis, though 
they do not take their name from him, as fome have thought,) and Berenger, who 
came not a hundred years after him, we meet with Pierre de Bruis, Henry de Thou. 
loufe, and Arnaud Hot, who, with many others, made the doétrines held by the Pro- 
teftants of the prefent day, known all over France. The celebrated bithop Honoré of 
Autun, who wrote upon free will, and in the fpirit of the Proteftants of this day, called; 
the Pope the great bea{t, and the Whore of Babylon, lived in 1115, and Berenger died 
in 10913; fo that there is hardly a generation between them. 

In the fame century with Berenger, Arnolph, bifhop of Orleans, diftinguifhed him-. 
felf at the council of Rheims, by a fpeech much more violent than any thing which 
Luther has written againft the power of the Pope. In a word, the opinions of Pro- 
teftants are to be met with in the earlieft ages of the church ; and an attentive reader 
of ecclefiaftical hiftory will foon fee, that they are connected with the opinions of the 
firft feCtaries, and that it was not the bare novelty of his opinions which made Luther 
remarkable. ; 

Whoever is a little acquainted with the hiftory of the century before Luther, and can 
form to himfelfa precife idea of the {tate of Saxony, previous to the breaking out of the 
reformation, will eafily fee, that other thihgs befides theology, contributed to this event, 
and that Luther only gave the long waited for fignal of revolt. 

Since the time of the Emperor Sigifmund, (who would have brought about the re- 
volution himfelf, if his knowledge had correfponded with his thirft tor reformation, 
and who for want of that knowledge fuffered himfelf to be led by the nofe by fome 
cardinals) Germany had been at work on a reformation. If a Catholic at this time 
was to fay what was faid, not only in the fehools and in. publications, but at the 
council of Conftance before the whole nation, at the diet of the empire, and by par-- 
ticular princes in their tranfa€tions with each other,. he would be put into a prifon. 
asa violent heretic. It is indeed wonderful, how the minds of the Catholic princes 
were changed by the heat of difpute after that flep was once taken, which they 
themfelves had before endeavoured to produce. ‘The well. known hundred grievances: 
(which in the end grew to much more than a hundred) of the German nation plainly 
thewed, that moft of the courts of Germany were ready to. proteét. the firft bold man 
who would revolt againit the court of Rome, and fupport the political grievances with 
theological arguments.. The cunning, ative, and very eloquent Aineas Sylvius, who~ 
effected the concordate betwixt the Pope and the empire by his crafty manoeuvres, awak- 
ened. {till more the jealoufy of all the thinking patriots of Germany. Though he was- 
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a fubtil& genius, vho for the moment could, tin the afcendancy over the cold Ger- 
mans, and make them acquiefce in filence, yet after all the declamations and fine in- 
trigues of this Cicero of his time, the obftinacy natural taghe cold charater_.returned, 
and again brought forth the old complaints. A&neas Sylvius thought his enemies weaker 
than they really were. In all his writings you fee that he imagined that he fhould be 
able to cheat the Germans; but their genius was awake, and they faw through him, 
though they had neither experience enough, nor union enough amongft themfelves, to 
yefift the artifices he played off again{t them. Mayer, chancellor of Mentz, at that time 
the moft enlightened, moft refined, and moft brilliant court in Germany, and which 
contributed exceedingly to the fuccefs of the reformation, in his letters (to be found in 
feveral compilations of the times,) {peaks to the Italians in a tone that would have put 
to filence any advocate of the court of Rome, but the very witty fophift AEneas Sylvius. 
‘Whoever confiders the intrigues and webs which the court of Rome mult have wove 
to keep the Duke of Bavaria and the Palfgrave of the Rhine in good humour, (fome 
proofs of which are to be met with in Febronius,). will only wonder how the reforma- 
tion came to be put off fo late as to the time of Luther. . 

Whilft the politics of feveral courts of Germany were thus direéted againft the court 
of Rome, the reputation of the latter was daily finking in confequence of the philofophy 
that gained ground in the {chools, and the intercourfe of learned men with each other. 
‘The progrefs made in printing, which became general in Germany in the laft part of the 
fifteenth century, contributed to the general {pread af knowledge. As early as in the 
beginning of the fixteenth century, the Germans began to write their own language 
with correétnefs. The way was prepared for the people to be foon taught. This, no 
- doubt, was the golden age of Germany. It had warm patriots, induftrious philofophers, 

and thinking princes. The awakened fpirit of improvement had muanifefted ittelf in le- 
giflation and the improvement of the police; peace was eftablifhed at home, arts and 
tafte had begun to Jpread over Germany from Italy. Bologna was the refort of all the 
German nobility. It is true, indeed, that they brought home with them the barbarous 
mixture of the Roman, Papal, and Lombard law, but they alfo brought home good 
manners, a knowledge of the Italian and Latin languages, and a tafte for the fine arts 
and fciences. Erafmus of Rotterdam, Reachlin, Hutten, and many others, are fignal 
proofs how f6on tafte was purified in Germany. Saxony in particular had feveral good 
{chools. The univerfity of Leipfick had fucceeded to the fame of that of Prague; and 
that of Wirtemberg, out of which Luther was foon to give the fignal for battle, was 
frequented not only by Germans, but by Hungarians, Poles, Danes, and Swedes. Lu- 
ther’s other writings are evident proofs how much the German language itfelf was culti- 
yated in Germany, and his tranflation of the bible teftifies how well the ancient lan- 


guages were underftood in the fchools. Indeed it is probable, that Germany would - 


have been the firft country enlightened by Italy, and fo have arrived at the prefent bril- 
liant zera of literature immediately, had not religious difputes dilturbed the minds of-the 
people, and the war of thirty years, which followed, laid watte the country. 

Italy, at that time the moit flourifhing country in Europe, thought of no reformation, 


though it probably faw the religious abufes ftill more clearly than the Germans them» ~ 


felves, The wits of Italy amufed themfelves with fatires on the Pope, Cardinals, and 
their adherents:the monks and-nuns. They confidered the abufes of religion with as 
little ferioufnefs as men in the polite world look upon adultery and gallantry, which are 
now grown too univerfal for the police to have any hope of being able to reftrain them, 
Indeed the exceffes in which Italian priefts and prelates indulged themfelves, were not of 
that low favace kind which diferaced thofe of Germany. but accorded befter with the 


* 
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polifhed manners, the character of the people, and focial life; and the arts, which con- 
tributed all they could to the outward fplendour of religion in this country, covered 
many defects iti the eyes of thinking men, juft as a coquet procures admirers by a charm- 
ing patch, with which fhe contrives to cover a wart or ugly fpot of another kind. When 
we add to thefe confiderations, that the commerce with the /piritual colonies brought 
home great riches, without the, leaft hazard or expence to, the nation ; that fince the 
time of Charlemagne thefe colonies had {pread almoit to the borders of the frozen fea, 
and that many Italian nobles made their fortune in the church; it will be no wonder 
that this country t.ok no fhare in the reformation, albeit it was fuperior to the reft of 
Europe in philofophy and politics, and probably faw the corruption with a quicker eye 
than Luther and his aflociates. 

As to France, fince the days of Philip le Bel, it had learned to {port with the holy 
The court of Rome was ne longer formidable to it, Our kings hada 
with the popes, and knew how to make the vicar of Chrift fubfer- 
Our manners too were more correét than thofe of the Ger- 
hemfelves more within the bounds of their order 
he council of Trent found nothing to alter in the 
Frenea difcipline, though it made a fignal revolution in the manners of the German 
ceclefiattics. ‘Though we had not indeed fo many brilliant writers as the Germans had, 
knowledge in general was much more univerfally {pread; and there are proofs fufficient 
that men faw the abuics of religion as clearly in France, as they did any where elfe. 
‘Che bchaviour of our envoys at the council of Conftance one hundred years before, 
and the manner in which our court united with the German Proteftants, as well as many 
other inftances of the kind that might be brought, are a plain proof that religion was 
confidercd in France as a fabordinate thing to politics. : 

Many other caufes befides the knowledge of the abufes in religion, mutt alfo have 
contributed to the breaking out of the reformation in Germany. ‘Thefe are very vari 
ous; doubtlefs, one of the principal was the pride with which the court of Rome af- 
feéted to treat the Germans: it had fo often cheated and bullied this compliant and, till 
the fifteenth century, ftupid people, that it began to imagine it might increafe the bur. 
then, ad infinitum, without any danger of meeting with refiftance; but, according to the 
old proverb, oppreffion is the parent of liberty. Rome imagined that the concordate of 
Afchoffenburg bad tecured it againit any farther attempts from the nation; but this 
agreement had had quite a different effect, and had made the people fee that they were 


betrayed by the craft of the Popith mediators. 
Another caule of the reform is to be fought for in the charaéter of the nation. A 


phlegmatic man, when he once fees that he is betrayed and brought under the harnefs, 
is the moft untraétable and ftubborn of men, The numberlels feétaries in France, 
previous to the reformation, paffed by like the fathions of the country, and were for. 


fpirit of Rome. 
fecret underftanding 
vient to their purpofes. 
mans, aud our ecclefiaftics confined t 
and of honour. As a proof of this, t 


gotten. 
‘The manners of the clergy of Germany likewife contributed to produce a change. 


The nunneries were open brothels 5 and whenever the prelates or abbots happened to. 
be the lords of manors, they exercifed their right of prelibaticn over the daughters of 
their tenants, in the fame manner as the temporal lords. Debauchery was not covered 
over in this country, as in Italy and Germany, by good company and good manners, 
put it broke out in the moft brutal and difgulting exceffes: for inftance, a little before 
the breaking out of the reformation, a prieft of Augfburg carried his eifrontery fo far, 


as to have Knowledge of a woman in the open ftreets, Child murder, fodomy, and'all 


the unnatural vices, had their full play amongit the German ecclefiaftics, ‘Thefe hor- 
i * rid 
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rid aéts muft have {truck that part of the German public, who had been polithed by an ® 
acquaintance with the arts and fciences of other countries, more than they would do the 
{tupid inhabitants of a land whofe priefts went no farther than other people. ; 

"To all thefe caufes there {till remains to be added, the heat with which Luther carried 
on his attack. ‘The Proteftants themfelves do not deny, that the paffions of the man, 
his pride and vindidtive fpirit, contributed much to his fucceis, 

We Frenchmen know nothing at all of Luther; both our ecclefiaftics and hiftorians 
have cqually miftaken his chara¢ter. Even Voltaire, who was commenly fo fortunate 
in delincating features which had efcaped others, knew no more of Luther than, that he 
had called the Pope an afs. Luther’s writings difplay not only a large quantity of know- 
ledge, but an uncommon fhare of wit, and at the fame time {trong figns of a lively 
imagination. As to his wonderful humour, it is a kind of mean betwixt the manner of 
& well-fed monk, a true brother, and that of a fenfible, learned, and patriotic profeflor 
of the prefent day. If we judge him by our prefent rules of tafte, we thafl find that he 
woften falls into coarfenefs and vulgarity ; but we mutt recollect, that he had to do with 
the populace, and that his fcholars, animated by the zeal which the lult of reformation 
brought upon them, publifhed many things which he did not intend fhould fee the light. 
"They began all their works with their prophet, and would not fuffer a word of his to be 
loft, though fpoken when he was drunk: itis thus his table converfations have come to 
be printed. You read in fome editions of them, that when the great man perceived 
that fome of the perfons prefent were writing down his jokes, he faid, “ Ye affes, how 
comes it that you pick up the excrement that I let fall?” But it was as much owing to 
this rough kind of wit as to his learning, that his writings fpread fo far as they did. 
Like a truly phlegmatic man, he was irreconcileable and untractable when once he had 
been provoked. Ile moved heaven and earth againft the popes. From the cloyfters 
and jovial focieties, in which he had made every body merry at their expence, he hur- 
ried to the courts of princes to urge the battle, or wrote himfelf the moft bitter inveciives 
againft them. ‘Though he would often put himfelf into no very decent paflions with 
other reformers, on account of difference of opinion, he took care always to keep the 
fovereigns he had to do with united; a fure fign that he was a man of the world, who 
knew how to treat with the great, as well as with the finall ones of the earth. Befides 
all this, and above all, Luther was a good man; he kept an expenfive houfe, left debts 
behind him, and, what does the Proteftant princes in Germany of that time no great 
honour, his wife and children fell into almoft extreme poverty. : 

Fryafmus of Rotterdam, and others, who in the beginning adhered to Luther’s party, 
were undoubtedly more learned and experienced men than he was; but.a far different 
being from a mere learned man was required to ftrike the ftroke. It was neceflary that 
the man who was to take the firft flop, fhould unite pre-eminence of learning with bold- 
nefs and intrepidity, qualities which feldom fall to the fhare of aman of letters. He 
was alfo to be a man for the people, which is feldom the cafe with a man of Erafmus’s 
charaéter; in a word, he was to be a Luther. 

Some people have been willing to deprive him of the honour of having ftruck the 
firft blow, but this is very immaterial: they fay that Zwingle had preached againft the 
abufes of the church in Switzerland before the year 1507, in which Luther publifhed 
his thefis ; it is true that Zwingle had done fo, and fo had many others in Germany, 
before either Zwingle or Luther. From the time of the council of Conftance, there 
never had been wanting men to preach and write againft the injuttice of the court of 
Rome, and the freedom of their pens was a fingular contraft enough with the tyranny 
of the church government. But fermons alone could do nothing ; all the political ne 
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gociations of the molt refpectable courts could do nothing before Luther. To effeat 
any thing confiderable, there wanted a man to fet himfelfat the heid of a large party, 
under whom all the learned men of the times would enlift, whom one of the moft pow- 
erful princes of the times would fupport, and who fhould charge from fo refpeétable a 
place as the univerfity of Wirtemberg at that time was:—this man was Luther. Cir- 
cumflances too, mult have concurred, the influence of which we cannot at this time 
calculate. Preaching alone would have done as little in Switzerland as it did in Ger- 
many. It was neceflary to procced to adfion, and to fet hands to work. All the other 
reformations followed the example which had been fet them in that of Saxony; and 
though other reformers afterwards broke with Luther, and fome of them went farther 
than he had done, they all looked up to him as their chief, and as having broke the ice 
for them. Without him, or rather without the circumftances which impelled him, in 
ali probability matters would never have come to action. Senfible men would have writ« 
ten fatires, they would have made patriotic reprefentations, and have preached; and in 
the end, the Pope would have been compelled to do in Germany what he had done 
in France, from which laft kingdom the fale of indulgencics (which was the firft fig- 
nal of rebellion in Germany), and the great abufes, have been banithed without ree 
formation. 

It is ufual for later writers to dwell much on the degree of light which the reforma- 
tion has {pread over the world. In my opinion, this is treating the matter in a very 
partial way, the fact is, that as to Germany, the illumination or the cultivation of it was 
put off for two hundred years by the reformation ; during that period, France and Ital 
became very flourifhing and enlightened countries, and Germany would undoubted’ 
have vied with them in cultivation, had not the theological difputes banithed philofoph 
and the country been torn up by civil war. Even Italy flourithed in a degree whic 
Germany will not yet arrive at for fome time. Venice, Genoa, and Tufcany were 
enlightened, fo polithed and, fer their fize, fo powerful, that, making allowances for th 
different magnitudes of the countries, Europe has nothing at this time to produce that 
can compare with them. Venice alone was able to find employment for the empire 
and the whole power of Germany, and raifed the jealoufy of all the princes of thofe 
times. Naples alfo was a moft flourifhing ftate. As for myfelf, I confefs, that I cannot 
fee what pre-eminence the Proteftants have a right to claim even at this day, with regard 
to general illumination, over the Catholics; for inftance, the French, and part of the 
Hahans, ‘The general enlightening of the underftanding does not depend upon two or 
three myfteries of religion more or lefs in one country than in another. I too, fet out 
on my journey with the prejudice that the great body of Proteftants muft be more en- 
Hehtened than the Catholics ; but Iwas foon obliged to give it up, and found that many 
of ocr countrymen have much more knowing heads than can be found in the people 
«f ieveral Proteftant countries 1 paffed through. Even amongft the Proteftants them- 
flves, the knowledge of the people is in no proportion to the fimplicity of their differ. 
ent religions. ‘The Saxons, whofe religion is by no means fo fimple, or, as fome people 
would call it, fo philofophical as that of fome of the reformed, are, upon the whole, 
amore enlightened people than the reformed Swifs and Dutchmen: the difference 
arnongit the peafants is very ftriking. In Germany, after the darknefs in which war 
and theology had involved the country, the Catholics applied themfelves much fooner 
than the Proteftants to the {ciences. Sturm, the firfi improver of the Proteltant {chools, 
in bis treatife De Inftitutione Schelarum, ailows, that the Jefuits had an advantage over 
the Proteftants in the {chools, and that thefe muft exert themfelves, if they would come 
up with them. It has been folely owing to the indolence and ftupidity cf the Catholic 
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princes, that the Proteftents have not only overtaken them, but got a great way before 
them. Whilt the latter made ufe of the liberty which had been procured to their 
{chools by the change of their religion, the former fuflered the papal hunt{men to entrap 
them under the authority of their unthinking princes; but this was not the cafe in 
France, Venice, and other Catholic countrics. ; 

Tt may, I think, admit of fome doubt, whether the abolition of the ancient church 
government did much more for the happineis of the people, than it did for their under« 
itandings ; at leaft in every Proteftant country I paffed through, I heard the ecclefiaflics 
complain of the decay of thelr credit, the narrownefs of their circumftances, and the 
diforders which were the confequences of them; among{t which, that they moft enu- 
merated and complained the moit bitterly of, was the not having a bond of union amongit 
themfelves, but every man’s being allowed to be a pope in his own circle. No doubt 
but the reformers merited much by improvements they introduced into the ecclefiattical 
police as conneéted with the civil, I mean by their banifiment of celibacy, tafts, popith 
difpenfations and indulgencies; but thefe improvements are confiftent with the exiitence 
of the Catholic religion, and have been introduced more or lefs into feveral countries, 
The trade of indulgencies is ruined almoft over the whole Catholic world. Even the 
Spaniards and Portugue'e crufades, formerly the moft produtive of all, now bring in 
very little to the holy father. For a long time purgatory has only produced the trifling 
fums which monks, religious brotherhoods, and other communities, whofe feftivals are 
connected with indulgencies, pay for their bulls of foundation ; and this fource of reve. 
nue is now almoft dried up; for in moft Catholic countries there are no ere¢tions of 
“ew cloyfters, nor new fraternities, nor any introduction of new feftivals; on the con, 

ary, they are endeavouring as faft as they can to abolith the old. Indeed it is only to 

e ecclefiaftics of the Catholic countries that purgatory is at all produ@tive; but I have 

en the ecclefiaftics of Proteftant countries ule artifices to extort moncy from their peo- 

‘e particularly the peafants, far more dangerous than purgatory, which, after all, pro- 
suced only offerings freely given. 

The great merit of the reformers confifts in the change which their reformation 
made in the morals of the people : indulgencics, proceflions, feftivals, fafts, and the 
like, might have becn cut off by the civil power, without its having made any fepara- 
tion in the church; but no civil power can at once render a debauched, diffipated peo- 
ple induftrious and frugal. Luther, who was not the beft ceconomitt himfelf, preached 
nothing up fo much as abftinence, frugality, and induftry. ‘The Calvinifts went ftill far- 
ther ; they taught that the world was a place of torment, and that the true life of man 
confifted in the mortification of the flefh. Their catechifm forbad all enjoyments, and 
mace a fin of laughter. A man mult read Swift’s writings to fee how much. farther 
the Calvinifts went in this point than the Lutherans. It mult be owned, at the fame 
time, that this command of abftinence is the caufe why the Calviniits are every where 
richer than the Lutherans; for they are neither more active nor move induftrious 
than thefe, but, on the contrary, their melancholy humour, (a confequence of their 
education and their manncrs,) which among the common people in many countrics al- 
moft borders on flupidity, renders them heavy at every thing; indeed this is the rea- 
fon that they have not done fo much in the arts as either the Lutherans or the Catho 
lics. Trermember to have read in an Englifh Review, an eftimate of the proportion be- 
tween the artiils and ingenious men produced by the Puritans or Calvinitts, and thofe 
of the : ftabitthed church; according to this account, the former ftood to the latter as 
one to fix, and yet the diflenters make two fifths of the inhabitants of England.—The 
Dutchman lives more carkingly in the midit of his money, than the Catholics and Lu- 
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therans of middling incomes in other places; he knows no pleafure in the whole world, © 
except that of fitting over his difh of tea in wintcr to converfe about war or peace, and in 
fummer vifiting his gardenoncea week ; he is tedious, and in a certain degree torpid about 
his bufinefs, and it is to his indefatigable attention to the main chance, but {till more 
to his niggardlinefs, that he is indebted for his riches. ‘This is the character of the 
Calvinift every where ; and the fpirit, which is a confequence of this melancholy hu- 
mour, allows fome of them frauds in the daily trade and intercourfe of life, which a 
Catholic or Lutheran would confider as manifeft cheating. They have a text of ferip- 
ture ready for all occafions, but give the preference to this, be ye wife as ferpents.— 
‘The Mernonites and Quakers are ftill more niggardly than the Calvinifls, and in con- 
fequence much richer, but likewife ftill duller; thefe, as far as 1 can perceive, have 
no genius whatever for the arts. 

It was natural enough to expect, that the reformation fhould here and there lead to 
abfurdities, and that men would go from one extreme to the other; but as only a part 
of the Proteftants have carried thefe tenets to this excefs, they are as profitable to the 
whole ftatc, as they are probably pernicious to the happinefs of the individual. Though 
the immenfe riches of the Dutch contribute little to render them happier than the 
poorer people, they enable them not only to fupport the greateft wars for themfelves, 
but to turnifh friends and foes with confiderable fums. : 

As for the Lutherans, they poffefs part of the humour of thcir founder, and to a 
high degree of induftry and frugality unite a great love of pleafure and jollity, which 
makes the enjoyment of fociety. ‘he unnatural hatred to pleafure does not damp 
their wit and good humour, and they have nothing of the favage flovenlinefs, the dark 
hypoctity, and the ill breeding, which diftinguithes the majority of other feéts. 

By thefe regulations in the manners, we fee how powerful religion is on the hearts of 
men. Prior to this miracle, for it really was one, Germany was in a conftant frenzy 5 
drinking, dancing, and intriguing, kept priefts and laity in a perpetual dream, and 
fenfelefs fpectacles of every kind contributed their fhare to the perverfion of the un- 
derftanding ; when lo! in an inftant, the people ran from the ale-houfes and brothels 
to church, opened their eyes, believed, and became induftrious, frugal, and accive. 

To bring about fuch a change as this was, required a degree of refolution, which is 
only to be met with among a barbarous people, fuch as the Germans of that time were. 
When pleafure has once cnervated a nation, nothing of the kind is more to be expett- 
ed. In the fouthern parts of Germany, particularly in Bavaria, the objeét would be 
as difficult to compafs as it is defirable. 


LETTER XLVIL 





MY way hither lay through Wittemberg, a good looking town, butwh! 
the marks of the frequent change of maiters it underwent in the lait Silefian war, 
wtich it has not yet entirely recovered. It fhould be properly the capital of the ele 
rate, bur mult yield the firit place to Leipfick. Indeed, in poiat of riches and popu- 
lation, itis inferior to many other towns in Saxony. 

As iar as the Elbe, the country is as well cultivated as Upper Saxony, and fees to 
have the fame foil 5, but you are hardly got a poft beyond Wittemberg, before you dif 
cover a great alteration ; inftead of the rich black foil of Saxony, you meet with no- 
thing but fand ; there is alio a tedious uniformity in the pro‘peci: there are large mo- 
rafics near the rivers, and the number of thick black woods give the whole an un. 
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pleafing appearance. Of all the German provinces 1 have hitherto paffed through, 
nature feems to have treated Brandenburg the moft like a fep-mother. 

The inhabitants endeavour to remedy the niggardlinefs of nature by their induftry, 
Wherever the foil has allowed of any kind of agriculture, they have made the beft of 
it. The appearance of the villages and farms, as well as of their inhabitants, befpcaks 
profperity. 

My own experience confirms what feveral other travellers have obferved before me. 
The cuftom-houfe officers in Prufha are neither fo tedious, nor fo diftreffing and vex- 
atious to a traveller, as thofe of Auftria; they are for the moft part intelligible, fen- 
fible men, and by no means fo defpotic and boorifh as the Auftrian gentlemen of the 
fame profeffion. 

Berlin is a remarkably beautiful and magnificent city, and may certainly be looked 
upon as one of the fineft in Europe. It has nothing of the uniformity, which in the 
long run makes the appearance of moft of the new and regular built towns tirefome. 
The architecture, the diflribution of the buildings, the appearance of the fquares, the 
plantations of trees both in thefe and the fireets; every thing, in a word, befpeaks 
tafte and variety. 

I have been for fome days reconnoitring the town according to my common caftom. 
Berlin is not fo large as either Paris or Vienna; it is about four miles and a half Iohg 
from the Mublenthor, which is fouth-ealt, to the Oranienburgerthor north-weft, and 
about three miles broad from the Bernaverthor to the north-ealt, to the Pot(damerthor 
to the fouth-weft ; but within this extenfive enclofure there are many gardens, and in 
fome parts even fields taken in: there are not more than fix thoufand houfes in this 
town, whereas in Paris there are near thirty thoufand. ‘lhe emptinefs of many places 
is a fingular contraft to the magnificence of the buildings. 

Nor is the contraft of this magnificence with the circumftances of the people lefs 
ftriking. Sometimes while you are flanding gazing at the beauty of the building in 
the Ionic ftyle, finely Ruccoed, with a magnificent front, and all the outward appear- 
ance of the habitation of a farmer-general, or at leaft a duke, on a fudden a window 
opens in the lower ftory, and a cobler brings out a pair of boots and hangs them un- 
der your nofe, in order to dry the leather. As you are loft in wonder at this pheenome- 
non, the fecond {tory opens, and a brecches-maker treats you with a pair of new wafh- 
ed breeches; a little while after another window opens in the fame ftory, and a taylor 
hangs out a waiftcoat before you, or a woman empties a difh of potatoe parings on your 
head; well, you go ona few fleps farther, and come to a palace of the Corinthian or. 
der, which Icoks like a houfe belonging toa miftrefs of the king, or of one of the prin. 
ces of the blood. Scarce have your wandering eyes reached the top, but you are fa- 
luted by a Jew from the attic ftory, who afks you whether you have any thing to fwop 3 
you ca{t your eyes a ftory lower, and behold fhirts hanging out to dry, which belong 
to an officer, who is fhaving himfelf, and whom you would hardly conceive to have 
two fhirts belonging to him. You march on through two or three itreets of the fame 
Kind, and in all of them fee inhabitants of the fame fort ; at laft you arrive at the houfe of 
a general officer, as you eafily difcover by the guard before the door; but you fee 
neither porter nor running footmen, nor any thing of the train of attendants of the no- 
bility at Vienna. 

I have now been three days in the houfe of a privy-counfellor, and am fortunate 
enough to have a lord of the war-office for my fellow tenant. It was impoffible for 
me to remain at the inn. The hoft made bows upon bows, and was fo very civil, 
that I had my fufpicions of him the very firft moment; nor was I miftaken, for upon 
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my ftaying dinner the next day at a gentleman’s houfe, for whom I had letters of. re- 
commendation from Drefden, at my return he made his remarks upon it; and the day 
after took it in ferious dudgeon, that I would not leave a fine garden and good com- 
pany, I had ftrolled to, and walk three miles home to add another item to his reckon- 
ing. We were however reconciled ; but as he perceived I was one of thofe who did 
not hold long converfation with inn keepers, he came into my room, and would read 
me the Berlin newfpapers, which for lics and nonfenfe are not behind hand with the 
French ones. As he was going on with the weighty and important intelligence, that 
a Pruffian general had died of the gout; that his Royal Highnefs Prince Henry was 
gone a journey to Rhiniberg ; that a perfon in the Newmark, who-was a man cf let- 
ters, was afflicted with the cholic; and that the wife of a general oflicer in Silefia was 
fafely delivered of a daughter, I fnatched the paper out of his hands. He took this af 
front fo civilly, that 1 was on the point of forgiving the infolence of the night before, 
when he gaye me to underftand, that he would provide me with a companion to fleep 
with, as well as with my board, if I chofe it ; upon this I immediately went out to look for 
a private houfe, it being a maxim with me, that every inn keeper who is a bawd, is of 
courfe a cheat. In general the inn-keepers of this place feem to be a peculiar kind of 
people ; they are all outrageoufly civil at firft, but extremely furly when they meet 
with any one who does not choofe to be impofed on by them; there is likewife no end 
of their impertinent quettions, and when they have no girls in the houfe, they make it 
no fecret, that this is an article which they undertake to provide ftrangers with. They 
have lifts in which the ladies of the neighbourhood are forted according to their prices, 
and a fervant is always ready to fetch the wares which the ftranger bargains for. My 
landlord, the privy-counfellor, affured me, that there was hardly one landlord in twen- 
ty who did not deal in this trade. 

A traveller who comes out of Bohemia into Saxony, is apt to be {truck with the 
dearnefs of provifions in the latter; but it is nothing to what he meets with when he 
comes from Saxony hither. Several caufes contribute to this ; among which may be 
enumerated the natural poverty of the country in feveral commodities, the high cuf- 
toms, end many monopolies. To give you a fmall idea of the latter, the meafure of 
wood, which you know cofts a trifle at Paris, here comes to a guinea and a half, not. 
withftanding that Brandenburg is full of woods of all forts. Indecd the fmall quantity 
of money in circulation, and the price of every neceflary of life, forms a ftrong con- 
traft betwixt this place and Vienna. At Vienna you-are amazcd that, with fuch a cir- 
culation of money, every thing can be fo cheap, and here can hardly conceive how, 
with fo fmalla proportion of cafh, every thing can be fo dear. Conceive that you pay 
fix or feven livres here for a bottle of Burgundy which has nothing but the name of 
Burgundy; our common wines of Orleancis, le de France, Guyenne, &c. fell for 
three or four livres a bottle. Indeed the King is a little too hard upen the drinkers of 
wine. 

In ail the private houfes 1 have hitherto feen, there prevails a rigid ceconomy in the 
kitchen, cellar, and indeed in every part: the only article of expence is drels 3 but 
you fee that the belly has been pinched for the fake of powder and ruffles. ‘Vhe la 
dies drefs in the fathion, and I faw fome ornaments in very great talte, and very 
rich. 

There is no town in Europe, except Conftantinople, which has fo numerous a gar- 
rifon as Berlin has: it confilts of twenty-fix thouland men. For a little money you 
may have every thing done for you by a foldier ; they clean your ftoes, wath, mend,, 
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pimp, and in fhort do all that is done elfewhere by Savoyards and old women. ‘They ar 
alfo in the cuftom of begging of flrangers, not abfolutely charity, but fomething to dri 
with which, however, they commonly purchafe fomething to eat, as the Sprey ha 
water cnough to quench their thirft, ‘They are not fo furly as the Imperial troop: 
and you meet with feveral fenfible men among{t them. 

As far as I can hitherto fee of the people cf this place, they are better provided, as 

to the upper region or head, than the inhabitants of Vienna, but cannot vie with 
them in the middle regions, the belly, and the pockets. ‘Lhe vacuum in thofe, par- 
ticularly the purfe, may eafily be difcovered by an attentive obferver, and it {tril 
itranger forcibly. ‘They have indeed fo little refpect for the eyes and cars of ihe 
lic, that officers and counfellors wiil drive a bargin for guilders with Jews in a pul 
coffee-houfe ; a thing I faw with my own eycs the day after I arrived here. ‘he mer- 
chants, manufacturers, and that part of the nobility which have places, deal fo myf 
terioufly in all matters of money, that you find it very difficult to diftinguifh then 
from thofe who havenot any. On the other hand, you obferve here fuch an informa- 
tion with regard to the ftate of the country, fuch a freedom in difcourfing on the mea- 
fures of government, fuch a national pride, fuch a participation in every public occur- 
rence; and in the military and civil officers, fuch an aétivity for the ftate, and (not- 
withftanding their {mall falaries) fuch a jealoufy of doing their duty, that in all thefe 
refpects you would think yourfelf in London. This is an evident fign that the {pirit 
of a people does not depend upon the form, but on the adminiftration of a government ; 
and that patriotifm is not the exclufive privilege of republics. hey talk here about 
the King’s regulations, as well as about his omiffions and commiffions, with a degree of 
freedom, that you would only expect to find in an Englifhman. 
Though I have been here but a fhort time, I think I can take upon me to contra- 
di an opinion which has pretty generally gone abroad, upon the authority of fome 
gentlemen who have traveiled poft through the country, about the my/ferioufne/s of 
this government. It is faid that there is a cloud round the King’s operations, and 
that all is fupported by his power ; for my own part, I have not feen a more open or 
more popular government than this is, that of England iifelf not excepted. ‘The whole 
plan of adminiltration appears to me fo plain, and at all times fo open to every man’s 
infpection, that I cannot conccive how fo falfe an e‘limate can have been made. Some 
Englithmen, who think that the effence of liberty confiils in babbling, and giving 
vent in parliament to every [pecies of iil-humour, and who, from their imprudence 
and {elf-fufliciency, are the worft obfervers that travel. have moft probably fpread 
this opinion, It is not, however, neceflary to be long in the couniry to difeover that 
the King is no fonder of clandeftine meafures than he is of his power. ‘The depart. 
ment of foreign affairs, and poffibly fome things which relate to the difcipline of the 
army, are the only things which are kept in fome obfcurity ; and furely no man will 
expect that the King will fuflcr his correfpondence with his minifters, and the fecret of 
his treaties, to be printed and fold in the fhops: but I will talk to you miore at length 
about this another time. 
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LETTER XLVEL 
Berlin, 
FORGIVE me, brother, for having made you wait fome time for a letter, but I 
have made feveral excurfions through the country, and will now fit down to give you 
an account of my peregrinations. 
T was 
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I was three days at Potfdam. This city has ftill finer houfes in it than thofe at Ber- 
lin; but, like thefe, they are inhabited only by perfons of the lower and middling 
ranks. ‘The fituation of the town was much extolled to me, and for a country with fo 
much famenefs in it as Brandenburg has, it may pafs for a fine one. Neither, how- 
ever, the buildings nor the fituation were the chief objets of my vifit here; what I 
came for was to fee the King, who has for fo many years been the god of the Parifian 
idolatry, the wonder of all Europe, the malter and terror of his foes, and, in fhort, 
who throughout all the neighbouring flates is called The King par excellence. I was 
told that I might very eafily be prefented to him; but I have always thought it a great 
piece of impertinence to think fo lightly of the leifure of a mighty monarch, as to in- 
troduce-yourfelf to him without the fmalleft pretenfion. I had the good fortune to 
fee him twice on horfeback on the parade, where, however, he is not fo regular an at- 
tendant as formerly. 

All the prints I have hitherto feen of him are only half lengths; but there are many 
copies of a very good picture, in which he is drawn at full length. You may feen one 
of thefe at Madam S ’s, at Paris, and they are fo common here, that you meet with 
them in feveral inns, The original was painted by an Italian, who having been ex. 
tremely fortunate in hitting off the likenefs, the King fuffered copies of the picture to 
be taken by many good matters here, and made prefents of them to feveral German 
princes, and thus the copies have become common. Heavily as the hand of age now 
feems to lie on this immortal man, the very ftrong likenefs of the face ftill remains. 
The King of Pruflia is hardly of the middling fize, but {trong built and thick fet. His 
body is now much bent, and his head fhakes, but his eyes are ftill piercing, and roll 
about when he is obferving. Peace, order, refolution, and earneftnels are marked upon 
his face. There is likewife that particular look about him which is common to all great 
perfonages, and which I fhould cail indifference to all that furrounds him, were it not 
that you {ce evidently, that he takes an uncommon intereft in the things which he cone 
ceives tpecially to belong to his province. The editor of Voyages en differents Pays de 
PEurope, Mr. Pilati, fays, that every thing at Berlin and Potfdam is carried on in filence, 
and that nothing can be known either of the King’s private life, or of his public affairs, 
‘There is an univerfal opinion of the kind gone out about this court: If you will believe 
fome Englifhmen, efpecially Mr. Wraxail, the genius which animates the Pruffian mo- 
narchy, is a man-hating, light-fhining genius, who in imperceptible darknefs ftrikes cone 
fiantly at the eftates of the fubjects and lays {nares for them. It is impotlible to form a 
falfer judgment of the King. Mr. Pilati, who contradicts himfelf in more places than 
one, fays in another part of his letters, that the King’s hours are fo regularly diftributed, 
thar at any time you may know what he is then doing. Indeed the true caufe why fo 
little is to be faid of the King’s private life, is the great fimplicity and regularity of it. 
Here is no minifler to enter ito intrigues with, to ruin a man of honour who ftands 
in his way ; no miftrefs whofe humour a man mutt ftudy to get the favourable minute 
to obtain a right, or have juftice done him for an injury, or cf whofe adventures he 
muft keep a regifter, to revenge himfelf on her by bon-mots, epigrams, and anec- 
dotes ;—no queen to puzzic and perplex the court every niorning with the very great 
problem, whether fhe has flept with her hufband or not, whether fhe is breeding or 
nd whether the fafhion will not undergo fom revolution, commanded by Her 
Majefty, in the courfe of the enfuing weck. ‘The princes and princeiles of the blood. 
have neither difputes for precedency to fettle, nor cabals to contrive, nor large play 
debts to difcharge, nor any of the mighty bufinwites wisich are che daily. occupations of 


other courts to difpatch; the King neither hunis nor goes to batis or theatres (a few 
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operas only excepted); he has no occafion to advife with a minifter of finance, how, or 
from what funds the miitrefs’s new drefs, or her new houfe, or her new garden, or 
her journey to fhall be paid; —nothing is undertaken here for which the money is net 
ready. ‘he King of Prufia has neither favourite, nor confeffor, nor court fool (who, 
mutatis mutandis, 1s {till in good credit in the other courts of Germany, and whofe part 
the confeflor moftly plays). 

Under thefe circumftances, the court anecdotes of the day muft neceflarily be very 
few; but yet the King gives himfelf fo htle trouble to be concealed, that as the Eng- 
lifhman, Moore obferves, it is no difficult matter to arrive at his bed-chamber unper- 
ceived: he is furrounded neither by a guard or a fwarm of footmen and valets de 
chambre ; he often walks alone in the gardens of Sans-Soucy, and wherever he is, 
except at a review, no man is kept ata diftance. 

It is owing to the fame fimplicity and order which obtains in his private life, that the 
operations of the King of Proflia’s government make fo little noifc.. Whoever con- 
fiders his adminiftration as myfterious, or his dealings as eftablifhed in intrigue, falls into 
the error fo common to all us mortals, of thinking there is intrigue wherever there is 
fimplicity ; hence it is, that we do not fee the truth that is under our nofes. Some- 
timcs, however, a man’s over zeal works cut fomewhat bitter from his own gall, and 
this I conceive to have been Mr, Wraxall’s cafe. 

Itis true, that the King neither holds flated councils, nor yet a Lit de Juftice ; he has 
no parliament whofe members are promoted for their flatteries, and banifhed for their 
cppofition, ‘The princes of the blood have no opportunity of compelling him by repre- 
Jentations or proteftations again{t his meafures, either to forbid them appearing at court 
on certain days, or to pay their debts ; men-of honour are not banifhed from him by 





Lettres de Cachet, nor can the minifters cabal againft them ; neither is this King com. 
pelled to appeal to the love and patriotifm of his fubjeéts, as often as the invention of 
the minifter of finance is exhaufted, and the poor man has no artifice, fave flattery, left 
to wring the laft penny from their purfes; he knows nothing of ftate lotteries, nor of 
annuities, nor of loans, nor of new vingtiemes, nor of augmenting the capitation; he has 
no dons gratuits to expect from his clergy, nor is he obliged to threaten them with res 
formation in religion, if they will not make him the prefents required; he has no bithops 
nor /srbonne, who imprifon fenfible men, and take away their charaéter in the public 
eftimation, in order to preferve their own places; his minilters can neither make par- 
ties among{t themfelves, nor play at the blind cow with him.—All this muft in truth 
render the government very uniform, and affords very little fubje€t for news. 

I {pent many days in confidering in what part of this adminiftration it would be pof- 
fible to introduce myftery, without being able to make a probable conjecture. There 
is, indeed, a myftery incidental to foreign afiairs, from the very nature of them, which 
even the Englith miniftry contrive religiouly to conceal from the eyes of parliament ; 
but as to home occafions, neither the religion, the nobility, nor any part of the flate is 
ever at variance with the whole. Far from endeavouring to undermine the rights of 
the nobility, the King takes all poffible pains to maintain them in the full poffeffion of 
them. He bas affifted the Silefian nobility, who are the moft powerful in his country, 
by lending them large fums of moncy, at one and a haif per cent. The fame thing bas 
been done for the nobility of other countries who have wanted his affiftance. No com- 
munity, city, or religious order, is in the leaft danger of having their privileges intruded 
upon, as long as they are not detrimental to the advantage of the whole. The rich 
cloyfters in Silefia and the Weftern Pruflia, have not the leaft thing to apprehend. 
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The Pruflian government is generally confidered in other countries as the moft defpo+ 
tic that exifts, though, in fact, nothing can be lefs fo. The maxim which is the foun- 
dation of the Britith conftitution, Lex ia regno fuo fuperiores habet Deum et Regem, is no 
where fo well obferved as it is here. People will not furely call a rigid cbfervation of 
the laws which promote the good of the fate defpotifm ; and what initances are there 
of the King’s ever having allowed himfelf any thing that befpoke arbitrary fentiments ? 
In no countryare the rights of-reafon, the rights of nature, the cuftoms, and particular fia 
tutes which do not militate againft the happinefs of the whole, better obferyed and guard- 
ed than they are in the Pruffian dominicns. No where does government dircct all its 
fteps to exactly according to the rule of right as it does here. The flrongeft proof that 
can be given of this affertion, is the confideration of the adminiftration of finances. 
‘Taxes are the only mark of univerfal defpotifm, all cther ads of power affecting only 
particular perfons, and chiefly thofe who for their own intereft fubje& themfelves to 
them ; but taxes are levied cquatly upon all the people. Let us therefore fee how it is 
\cith taxes in the Pruflian dominions. 

Exclufive of the crown lands, mines, manufaétures, and other revenues cf royalty, 
the finance fyflem of the King of Pruflia refts upon the two plaineft grounds that can 
be, the taxes and cuftoms. The taxes fall upon the moft numerous and moft ufeful 
clafs of the people, to wit, the farmers and holders of land ; and they are as moderate 
when compared with the value of things, as thofe of any other country in Europe. ‘The 
farmers in the Pruffian dominions, as the Englifhman Moore himfelf acknowledges, 
are as well off as thofe of any other country whatever: they compofe at leaft three- 
fourths of the King’s fubjects ; and the good circumftances of fo large a part of the na- 
tion, is a good compenfation in the eyes of humanity for the nobility net being fo rich 
as in England and France. In both thefe countries the farmers, though they con. 
ftitute what is properly called the nation, or people, are the laft thought of by govern- 
ment. 

It is worth while to compare the ftate of the Englifh farmers with that of the Pruffian 
ones; as it is by fuch comparifons alone that we can form to ourfelves diftina@ notions 
of liberty and defpotifm, as well as of the little dependance that is to be placed on the 
accounts of things given by Englifh travellers, who are wont to treat as flaves all nations 
who have no nabobs, nor lords, nor corrupt brawlers in parliament, nor yet a king 
whom every rafcal is at liberty to throw dirt at under the mafk of patriotifm. 

‘Yhe fubftantial Englith farmers cannot be taken into our comparifon, on account of 
the fimalinefs of their numbers; for, according to the accounts the Englifh writers them- 
{elves give, they hardly make the fixtieth part of the whole, and are exattly what the 
pofleilors of fmall eftates and the farmers of the crown lands are here; or rather 
the number of thefe is much greater in Pruflia than that of the fubftantial farmers in 
England. 

"The number of yeomen, frecholders, and copy-holders, who have the right of chufing 
members of parliament, isalfo very fraall, and itis well known that their right of election 
is avain title. The nobility, whofe tenants they arc in great meafure, or who can bring 
them under their dominion various ways, reb them of their votes either by open power 
or fecret bribery. 

In the prefent ftate of things in England, the farmer has evidently no fhare in the le- 

iflation ; he isin the ftrongeft fenfe of the word, a fave of a fuperior order. He is 
compelled to go asa foldier or failor to America, or the Eaft or Weft Indies, and the 
higheft and lefs numerous clafs of the people enjoy the fruits of his labours. ‘The quan- 
tity of gold which he brings back to England, at the expence of his blood, raifes the 
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price of things, fo that he is not able to export the produce of his lands ; and a part of 
the belt land in Europe mutt have remained uncultivated. had not parliament granted 
fuch large bounties on exportation, as enabled the holders of it to fupport the compe- 
tition of other nations : nor can even this precarious ftate of the corn trade laft longer 
than till fuch times as the navy of Ruflia and other ftates, which borde: on Poland, fhall 
improve. As foon as Ruffia and Prafiia fhall have a foflicient navy, and the agriculture 
of Poland is become what it is capable of being brought to, the Englifh corn trade will 
of courfe be deftroyed. That fyitem of convenience, which Great ritain has taken up 
for fo many years paft in defance of juitice and the Jaw of nations, is as opprefiive to 
the farmer, as it is advantageous to the nobility and trading parc of the country. It 
is the former who muft fight out the wars which this fylem introduces ; they are prin- 
cipally afrected_ by the ftagnation and fall of national credit, the immenfe debt of the 
country, and the exchange of coin for paper-money. ‘The increale of taxes, in the cafe 
of a war, all fall ultimately upon them, as this event at once takes a great nuinber of 
hands fron, the plough, and the internal confumption is leffened by the abfence of fo 
many thoufand men from their native country. The dangers of the fea, and the poli- 
tical {tate in which Great Britain has been for thefe fourfcore years pat, almoft confine 
their corn trade to the countries from which the largeft quantities are exported in time 
of peace. A long war neceflarily occafions a great increafe of {treet robbers and thieves, 
who are all of the clafs of farniers, and are a new plague to the country people, The 
wars England has been engaged in during the laft century, which taken altogether oc- 
cupy half that period, have diminifhed the population, to the great detriment of agricul- 
ture. ‘Whatever is faid of the population of England, i¢ does not bear any proportion to 
thofe of France, Italy, and Germany, the fize of the refpective countries being taken 
into the account. In thefe countries there are two thoufand five hundred men to every 
fquare mile, and in England hardly one thoufand nine hundred; and yet it has a greater 
proportion of the neceffaries of life than any country. 

Blinded by a falfe appearance of freedom, the Englifh farmer thinks that he is fight- 
ing for the good of his country, whilft in faét he is fighting to fupport the vices of the 
great, ‘This the true caufe why fome Englith writers have thought, that inftruéting 
farmers prejudiced the ftate, and have contended for keeping them ina flate of favage 
barbarity, as a thing effential to the happinefs of the whole. The true meaning of this 
is, that the nation would have foldiers and failors to fight through ftorms and batteries 
for a freedom which hardly a twentieth part of the nation poffeffes. 

Dr. Moore thinks that the King of Pruffia’s reafon for contributing fo much to the 
profperity of his farmers is, that they may fupply him with foldiers. None but an Eng. 
lifhman, who is ufed to diftort every thing to the opinion which beft fuits his prejudices, 
could have had fuch an idea. Hardly two-fifth of the Pruffian army confift of farmers 
fons; above half are foreigners, and the other half is made up equally from town and 
country. Pilati flatly contradicts Moore in this particular. He informs us, that the 
Pruffian armies are made up of men which ancient Rome would not have accepted of 
for her defenders, to wit, manufacturers. I fhall not take up your time nor my own in 
writing down any more of thefe conceits, which only make a fenfible man laugh. The 
King of Pruffia, as the reafon of things directs, and far differently from the Englith le- 
gillature, confiders the peafants as the moft ufeful members of the community. He 
oes not trouble himlelf with foreign colonies, which deprive the land of the hands ne- 
ceflary to till it, and which the peafant is obliged to defend for the advantage of the dif- 
fipated part of the nation. His fyftem of politics refts neither on being mafter of the 
fea, nor on the vanity of inzerfcring in all the concerns of the European powers, for the 
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fake of having the doubtful name of the maintainer of the balance and freedom of Eu- 
rope, which has embroiled the Englifh in fo many wars, whatever may‘have been falfely 
faid to thecontrary. His peafants, as I will fhew you in a future letter, are in no danger 
of being the viétims of ambition, as thofe of England coniiantly are. It ts impoflible for 
the Pruffians ever to be put to the difficulty of not being able to part that their 
land produces. In England, according to the account of the beit politiciany, 
of the bett land is uncultivated. In Pruilia, even the dry fands are ploughed, In Eng. 
land 2 man of fortune has it in his power to put a forced price upon the corn in the 
market to his own profit, and to the great detriment of the neighbouring farmers. 
Here the country is not only free from all such ads of power of the nobility, but the 
king, by wife regulations and by mag ‘sy contrives to keep the corn at a conflant 
high price: this he effects by wife regulations, and laying out large fums to keep his 
granaries always full. ‘Phe bounty gy nted by the Englith patliament for the cxporta- 
tion of corn, bears no proportion to the {ums fpent by the King of Pruflia on the im- 
provement of agriculture, [Je not only gives thofe who are inclined to improve the wafte 
lands, wood for building, cattle, and ftock of all kinds, but lays ovt large fums of mo- 
ney amongft the poor farmers. For feveral years pa{t he has given the inhabitants of 
the Middlemark alone 10,000 thalers a year, and, according to acomputation made, he 
gives every year about 700,000 guilders i, c. 2,500,000 French livres among! the poor 
farmers. The yearly out-goings for colonics, caufeways, canals, &c. all which have the 
advancement of agriculture in view, coft him no lefs. The great advantage which the 
Proffian farmer has over the Englifh, that which renders him, without a doubt, the ircelt 
and happieft farmer upon earth, is, that his land.tax is never increafed; this circum- 
ftance alone would be fufficient to filence all the clamours raifed about Pruffian def- 
potifm, were the perfons who raife them capable of any fhame, or did they take any 
trouble to fee more of the country than it is poflible they fhould fee by riding pott 
through it. : 

The taxes in the King of Pruffia’s dominions are fubjeét to no alteration. In the very 
preffure of the Silefian war, when all Europe thought that the Pruffian country muit be 
drained to the uttermoft farthing, they were not raifed a fix-pence ; and had the war 
been longer and {till more violent, they would not have been raifed. his is due to the 
perfect knowledge which the king has of the ftate of the country, and his averfion to 
defpotifm and arbitrary power. He knew that taxes are doubly diftreffing to the farmers 
amidft the defolations and diftrefles of war, and that any increafe of them muft be ex- 
tremely pernicious, at a time when from the abfence of the troops the confumption of 
the produce is leflened, the country plundered by incurfions of the enemy, and many 
ufeful hands taken from the plough. 

Mr. Pilati, who does juftice to the King’s attention to the improvement of agriculture, 
concludes what he fays on this fubject with this remark : ‘¢ Notwith{tanding all that the 
King has done to promote it, agriculture will not flourifh in the Pruffian comin‘ons, on 
account of the fmallnefs of the circulation.” I could obferve no diftrefs arifing from any 
circumftance of this kind; on the contrary, what I faw of the drefs, the furniture of 
their houles, and the way of life, befpoke a degree of eafe, which approached very nearly 
to luxury; indeed, it appears @ priori, that the inhabitants of the country cannot be exe 
ofed to that want of money which is felt in the great towns ; they are the great canals, 
or, if I may be allowed the expreflion, the great referveirs of the gold, which comes to 
thom through the {mall canals of the ftate, and returns from them through fmall canals 
to the body. ‘The whole machine of government is.calculated for their benefit: they 
feel the excife and monopolies lefs than any perfons, and may free themfelves entirely 
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from their burthens, if, according to the King’s paternal requifidon, they will abflain 
from luxury. It is the manufadurers, artitts, petty tradefmen, and above all, the lower 
and middling inhabitants of the great cities, who are compelled to confume the produc- 
tions of the country, and the farmer has all the benefit of it; indeed, the whole Pruffian 
fyitem of cuftoms is adapted for the peculiar advantage of the latter; for inftance, the 
obje& in the extravagant dutics on foreign wines, is to compel the people to drink the 
beer of the country, in the n g of which the farmer employs his barley and his hops. 
The foldier gives every ibing t 5 his clothing, his eating, his drinking, all 
contribute to the profperity cf the inhabitants of the country. An evident reafon why 
the Pruffian farmers mult be the very pecple who can know no want of money, is, that 
the productions of the country are niuch dearer than they are in any of the neighbouring 
countries, though the fale is much greater. 

I have read ina German review the account of a work, the author of which attempts 
to prove, that the advantages enjoyed by the Pru‘fian farmers over the other orders of 
the ftate, will fome time or other prove dangerous to the conftitution ; but is it not na- 
tural, is it not republican, is it not confonant to the dignity of man to conceive, that the 
mott ufeful, and moft numerous part of a community fhould have the greateft authority 
in it? Shalla parcel of lords poffefs all the advantages of that freedom which the farmer 
is obliged to give his blood to defend? 

Mr. Pilati, who often contradiéts what he has proved, and often proves what he has 
contradicted, makes a remark in his account of Sicily, which, though it does not agree 
with what he himfelf had faid before of the flate of agriculture in Pruffia, does great ho- 
nour to the Pruffian adminiftration. After having contrafted the profufe bleflings of 
nature in this ifland, with her ftep-mother treatment of the countries under the Pruffian 
dominions, he tells us, that notwithftanding this, the Pruffian farmers are happier than 
thofe of Sicily. What a god-like adminiftration muft that be, which makes the inha- 
bitants of a fandy wafte happier than the pofleffors of a country, which both ancient and 
modern writers extol as a miracle of fruitfulnefs and wealth! The land in Sicily pro- 
duces a hundred fold, and in Pruffia it is a miracle when the mays yields feven or eight 
times, and the corn twelve or fifteen times, what has been fown. ‘The Sicilians, befides 
the corn trade, have oil, filk, wine, citrons, oranges, fugar, and feveral other moft va- 
luable articles. The Pruffians have only a few turnips, crab-apples, and nuts; and yet 
the latter are richer than the former; and is it not far more honourable to the adini- 
niftration of Pruffia, that notwithftanding the niggardlinefs of nature, the greatclt part of 
the inhabitants are happier than if it pofleffed a dozen Lords Clive, Cavendifh, and Bal- 
timore, and three fcore Dukes Pignatelli, Monteleone, and Matalone ? If one confiders, 
as it is juft to do, the very unfas ourable foil that was to be worked upon, it will appear 
that the King has done wonders in agriculture. I faw feveral tra@s of cultivated land, 
which fourteen or fifteen years ago were barren fands) The number of villages and 
houfes in his feveral dominions, which he has either made, or fo improved, that they 
are not to be known again, amounts to feveral hundreds. As the moraffes contain fome 
of the beft land here, he {pends immenfe fums in drying them ; upon the whole, you 
fee that agriculture here, is what nature prefcribes it fhall be, the ground-work of ever 
political operation of the country. The minifters and privy-counfellors dedicate to the 
improvement of it thofe private hours, which in other countries they give to pleafure; 
play, or caballing for each others places. The prime minifter Flertfberg, who, in every 
fenfe of the word, is one of the greateft men ot the prefent century, has an eltate fome- 
miles from hence, in the improvement of which he {pends his hours of relaxation from 
the cares of ftate. In almoft every village you mect with a nobleman, whofe principal 
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occupation is agriculture, and who poffeffes the art of making his amufenient and bufi- 
nefs coincide. In order to find out to what produce the foil of Pruffia is beft adapted, 
they not only import feeds from Poland, Ruflia, England, Sicily, and the other countries. 
of Europe, but have made feveral fine experiments with corn from Barbary and Egypt. 
‘Phe moft brilliant zera of the King’s government, in his own eyes, is that which is dif- 
tinguifhed by fome ufeful improvement in agriculture. I was told an anecdote which 
does him more honour than the Emperor of China derives from opening the ground 
with a golden plough. There is a privy-counfellor here of the name of Brenkenhoff, a 
man who, born without a penny, had made himfelf worth millions by his induftry. This 
gentleman, fome years fince, diftinguifhed himfelf by his improvements in agriculture. 
Amongtt other things, he fent for rye from Archangel, which fucceeded fo well, that 
by degrees they begged his feeds all through Pomerania, Silefia, Brandenburgh, and 
Pruffia; and the country gained confiderable fums, which before ufed to be paid to the 
Poles and Ruffians for this commodity. In confequence of this, whenever Mr. Bren- 
kenhoff has any thing to afk of the King for himfelf or the province, he always couches 
his requeft in the following manner: “ Had not | brought rye from Archangel, Your 
Majefty and your fubjeéts would have been without fo many thoufands you now poffefs ; 
it is therefore fit and proper that you likewife grant me my requeft.”” The King not 
only makes it a rule never to deny him any thing he afks, but has often faid, ‘ Bren- 
kenhoff is the moft extraordinary man born in this country under my adminiftration,. 
and | am proud of him.” Mr. Brenkenhoff has imported large quantities of camels and. 
buffaloes from Afia, for the improvement of agriculture. The race of the latter thrive 
very well under the Pruflian fky. I have likewife feen fome of them at Saltzburg, 
where, notwithftanding the fouthern fituation, the climate is not warmer than it is in 
Pruffia; but the lazinels of this animal renders all his other advantages of no account.. 
The experiment with camels was attended with no fuccefs. The rearing of fheep, and 
cultivation of tobacco are, after the corn trade, the great refources of this country. They 
alfo make a large quantity of coarfe filk, but this ts rather the entertainment of fpecu- 
lative farmers, than a regular produce of the country. The nobility, clergy, and pof- 
feflors of great eftates, are the only ones who attend to it. It is, however, very remark- 
able, that there are twelve thoufand pounds of filk wove every year in Proffia ; whilft 
Hungary, whofe climate is undoubtedly as favourable to this produce as any country in 
Europe, cannot raife above feven or eight thoufand pounds worth, notwithftanding all 
the pains taken by government for the improvement of this branch of commerce. Once 
again, brother, I muft repeat it, the Pruffian land-holders, who are fecured again{t every 
arbitrary impofition, and in every poflible way fuyported and proteéted, are a greater 
fymptom of national liberty, than a dozen fat lords, or a corrupt parliament. In my 
next letter I wiil {peak to you of the people who really feel the preffure of excife and 
monopolies, and amongft whom there is of courle extreme poverty. : 

T cannot fend away this letter without obferving, that the very way in which the King 
exercifes the functions of government, is a plam proof of his not having any fecret or 
mylterious views with refpect to any of his fubjects. A defpot, who is not to.be con- 
fined by any regard to rectitude and juftice, who is always diftinguithing betwixt his 
own advantage and the utility of the whole, and who wants to cheat his people without 
their obferving it, muft have either fools for his minifters, whom he may cheat as he 
does the people, or he muft have a favourite, whom he can make ufe of for his myfte- 
rious purpoics. Neither of thefe is the cafe with the King of Pruffia. His minifters and 
counfellors are all of them the moft enlightened patriots; and many of them would make 
a ficure as men.of letters, if they had time, or would give themfelves the trouble’ of 
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writing. With regard to a favourite, the very name is unknown in this country. Vol- 
taire, the Marquis D’Argens, Algarotti, Quintus Icilius, and Baftiani, were only the 
companions of idle hours, and knew lefs of the government than. any body, as Voltaire 
has often proved by his bon mots. Thefe beaux efprits were obliged to keep within 
their proper fphere, and never could bring the King to be familiar with them, how litle 
foever he made them feel the difference of rank in the ordinary affairs of life. 

The King poffefles the rare and great talent of letting himfelf down to every man, 
without forgetting himfelf in the leaft. His reader and fecretary dare not bring him 
either complaint or petition. The King appears to be exceedingly miftruftful of him- 
felf, and to fear leaft his daily converfation and familiarity with all forts of people fhould 
lead him into error. His fecretary, who paffes fo many hours of every day with him in 
private, muft lay all the bufinefs to be done before him in form. His minilters are the 
only perfons he refers to; they are the executors of his will. 

It has been frequently obferved, that no King upon the face of the earth is fo well 
ferved as the King of Pruffia, though there is none who pays his fervants fo ill, But 
thefe good fervants are not to be procured by mere feverity ; they muft have obferved, 
that the King far excels them in underftanding, and that he himfelf ftrily adheres to 
the rules of juftice and equity, which he lays down for the conduét of others. Had they 
difcovered a weak fide, either in the head or heart of the monarch, there would have 
been an end of their good fervices. It is only to his extreme impartiality, his juftice, 
and his fuperior underftanding, that we muft afcribe the aétivity and order in the Pruf- 
fian courts of juftice. No prince of the blood has the flighteft advantage over a farmer 
in a law-fuit. When a difpute happens with a fubjet upon any part of the domain or 
crown lands, there is no judge who dares have a leaning towards the King’s fide; on 
the contrary, in this cafe they are ordered to have a leaning againft him. The fame 
averfion to defpotifm leads him to make it no fecret, that he does not think the kings 
of the earth are placed here as gods of it, and vicegerents of the Almighty. He looks 
upon the royal dignity as a ftation, which, like that of a general, and many others, has 
been eftablifhed through human difpofitions, and to which, in confequence of thefe dif- 
pofitions, birth alone gives a title. He makes as little ufe of religion as he does of po- 
litics, to blind his people, or keep up his authority by faith and opinion. ‘The confciouf- 
nefs that he is capable of no injuftice or a€ of power, can alone fet him above this 
Machiavelian policy. To conclude my thefis, that the King is nothing lefs than a defpot, 
I muft obferve, that he has no over-bearing paflion; fame is by no means his purfuit ; 
he defpifes all the applaufe of men from his heart. ‘The great phyfiognomift, Lavater, 
mutt have obferved in his countenance, that he defpifes man himfelf ; at leaft | think I 
can affirm, with a degree of fufficient confidence, that the King appears lefsin no man’s 
eyes than he does'in his own. Flatterers have very little to expe€t from him; and thofe 
who have written againft him with the greateft bitternefs, may be affured that he hasno 
gall againft them. The Abbé Raynal, who is at prefent here, is a fure proof of this, 
There is no place in the world in which there is lefs noife made about the King’s a€tions 
than there isat Berlin. None of the newfpapers of the country fay a word about them; 
and there would not haye been a word faid- about them at all, if fome patriots of other 
countrics had not taken it into their heads, of late, to blow the trumpet of fame, when- 
ever their governors did any thing that was not palpably abfurd or impertinent. Thefe 
fulfome panegyrifts ftirred up fome Pruffian patriots, who love their King, to fhew the 
world, that Frederic, who is fo unknown to moft ftrangers, does more in filence than 
half a dozen other demi-gods of the earth put together. The world was aftonifhed when it 
learned, that for years paft the King had diftributed feveral millions amongit his fubjects, 
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and-thewriters of newfpapers took it very ill that he had donethiswithout their knowledge. 
It was not till within thefe few years, that we knew that the land-tax in the Pruffian domini. 
ons is never altered, though this fyftem is as old as the time of the King’s coming to the 
crown. Long before the philofophers of the laft twenty-five years (for, till within thefe 
laft five and twenty years, there has been no philofophy) began to declaim again{t capi- 
tal punifhments, the torture, and the duration of law-fuits, all thefe things had been 
banifhed out of the Pruflian dominions, without any fcribbler taking the trouble to §ng 
a Te Deum about it, (Beccaria himfelf makes this obfervation.) Avarice js as little the 
King’s weak fide as the love of fame. Nobody gives more willingly. than he does, 
when he fees that the money is likely to be made good ufe of. He has money in his 
head, and not in his heart ; and ceconomy is one of the firft virtues of a governor.— 
But I fhall fay more of thisir my next. 


LETTER XLVI. 

; : Berlin. 

THROUGH all Germany, and particularly through all Saxony, it paffes for an 
eftablifhed truth, that the King of Pruffia knows nothing of the true principles of trade. 
In the Dutch coffee-houfes, thofe eternal fountains of political nonfenfe, he is treated. as 
an ignorant dabbler. “hat foreign merchants fhould think this, or fay fo, does not at 
all{urprifeme: When they blame the King, they only fpeak like the great Roman ora- 
tor, pro domo /fua ; it is impoffible that they fhould be pleafed with thofé principles which 
preclude them from the power of robbing the King’s fubjeéts of their money ;—but we 
hear the fame complaints Jere, and in the other countries fubjeét to the King. ‘There: 
are men here, who are always crying out on excife, cuftoms, and monopolies, and ex- 
tolling univerfal liberty as the firft principle of trade. It is very true, that the excife 
makes the manufactures fo expenfive, that feveral of the Pruflian, whofe productions are 
extremely good, cannot fupport a competition with thofe of other countries. It is very 
true, that the many monopolies to be met with here, are a great reftraint upon national 
induttry ; ftitl however in my opinion, the King of Pruflia may be defended. The fact 
is this; eveiy thing here is connected, but the true principles on which the excife and 
monopoly fyitems in Pruflia are grounded are not feen, becaufe, like many other things 
in the Pruflian dominions, they are too near the eyes—let us fee if we can explain thele 
matters a little. | 

Neither commerce, nor manufactures, nor the encouragement of private induftry, 
which tend to produce a great inequality in national riches, and render part of the peo« 
ple affluent at the expence of the reft ; neither all thefe, nor any part of thefe, are the 
corner-{tone of the Pruffian edifice of ftate; it refts on agriculture only , and if we con- 
fider the King of Pruflia’s politics in this point of view, we fhall find an exact fymmetry 
of parts in them. - 

It is on this principle, that that part of the fabje€ts which is the moft numerous, has 
the leaft bufinefs, and is moft inclined to live at the expence of the working inhabitant 
of the country, is obliged to contribute moft to the expences of the ftate. Whoever 
will take the trouble of comparing the feveral articles of the Pruffian excife with each 
other, will foon find that they bear the exatteft proportion poffible to luxury, and are, 
as they ought to be, always the higher, the more the article of confumption on which 
they are laid is remote from the firft neceflaries of life, which the farmer fupplies. For 
this reafon the excife always varies, and muft do fo. The King has an exaét account 


jaid before him of all the articles of luxury imported from abroad. When he fees ire 
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‘the confumption of any article rifes immoderately, he immediately leffens it, by raifing 
the excife on that article; he has done fo lately by coffee, which, according to his ac- 
count, had taken many, millions out of his country for fome years paft. The meaning 
of this manceuvre was to recommend to his fubjets warm beer, which is the produce of 
the country, is a more wholefome, and more palatable food than coffee, and from the 
ufe of which he himfelf had found great benefit when he was young. - Another time he 
obferved, that 12,000 florins worth of eggs were every year brought to Berlin out of 
Saxony. In order to fave his fubjects this expence, he immediately laid a confiderable 
tax on the Saxon eggs, and thus encouraged his own farmers to breed chickens. This 
principle is one of the plaineft in legiflation ; it is that which prevails in all enlightened 
countries, only not with the fame good fenfe and equity as in Proffia. Indced the Eng. 
lifh cuftoms end excife are much more hoftile to eating and drinking than the Pruffian ; 
and it is a proverb in Holland, that of every difh of fith he eats, a man pays five parts to 
the fiate, and one to the fihmonger. : 

The complaints which have the moft foundation of truth in them, are thofe which 
are made with refpeét to the price of the abfolute neceffaries of life. Thefe, it is faid, 
are fo.high, that it raifes the price of work too much, and by fo doing, tends to ruin, 
not only the Pruflian manufactures, but the monopoly itfelf, But thefe taxes only af- 
fed the inhabitants of the towns, the artifts, manufaturers, labourers, merchants, and 
all who live by the fervice of the ftate. 

In order to form a juft notion of the influence which high taxes have upon the necef+ 

_faries of life, one fhould confider the connetion-which the induftry of the citizen has 
with the produdtions of the country, before one allows one felf to think of its effects on 
foreign trade. The King of Pruffia, who in every thing follows the order of nature, has 
not been fo folicitous to procure money from foreigners, as to ftop the channels through 
which his own money went out of the country. Contfider things in this light, and you 
will find, that the impofts on the neceffaries of life have not been any reftraint on pri- 
-vate induftry ; for the price of work has kept on a level with the price of the neceflaries 
of life, and the excife has only been a new and larger canal to ailift the circulation of 

- money. The King, who regularly purfued his plan of making the country independant 
of foreign induftry, took care the money paid by the fubjeét fhould flow back from the 
exchequer by the fureft channeis, ‘Thus all that was fpent by the foldier, and all that 

_the inhabitants of great towns fpent for the comforts of life, flowed back again to the 
farmer, and encouraged internai agriculture and induitry. In order that this might be 
fo, the duties on foreign goods, fuch as cloths, linens, and the like, were always fo high, 
that only the higheft degree of luxury could prefer them to the fame commodities made 
at home; and it was proper that thoie whe had this degree of luxury fhould be punifhed 
for it. 

As to the exportation of Pruffian manufa€tures, which of courfe would be affected 
by the excife; all that is to be faid is, that the leffer evil is to be preferred to a greater. 
Luxury is the ruin of a ftate. Immoderate enjoyment is the greateft political fin. An 
unequal participation of national riches is the caufe why half a people are tyrants, and 
the other half flaves. Thus cry out our philofophers here, and they are in the right. 
Still more, you find it obferved in almoft every parliamentary debate in England, that 
Britith freedom will be ruined by the difproportionate riches of part of its members, and 
the facility there is of acquiring them. ‘They fay that pleafure, corrupticn, ambition, 
and extreme poverty, have enervated the nation; but how is it poflible to fet bounds to 
luxury and immenfe riches, except by the Pruffian excife? The more a man fpends, 
and the richer he is, the more he pays to the flate, which divides this overflow of the 
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richer clafs amongft the poorer, and by this means reftores the balance as much as it is 
poflible to do it. Once grant that the real ftrength of a people confifts in frugality, in» 
duftry, and an equal divifion of property, and you muft be content to put yourfelf above 
the trifling inconveniences, which a fmall part of the whole muft unavcidably be expofed 
to, from an attention to thefe maxims. : 

Is there any country that has watted its ftrength on merchandize, that has been able 
to fupport itfelf long? The immenfe quantity of riches, the inevitable confequences of 
the freedom of trade, have always drawn along with them luxury, extravagance, effemi- 
nacy, tyranny, and the confequent ruin of the country. Mr, Wraxall himfelf, who has 
echoed the outcry of the merchant on the Pruffian fyftem of finance, but who might 
have convinced himfelf, in. the houfes of the Pruffian farmers, that the King’s fubjects 
are not at all in arms again{t him, as he fays they are; Mr. Wraxall himfelf is the 
warmett declaimer againtt the pride and tyranny which: great riches have introduced in 
England ; but let him fhew me another dam to thefe ravages, befides that which has 
been oppofed to them by the King of Pruffia. 

It is a ftrange perverting of political reafoning, when one hears the fame man cry in 
England, that the great wealth of the nobility hath undermined the wealth of the ftate, 
and finds him in Pruffia joining the Pruffian nobility in faying, that the profperity of the . 
farmers is hurtful to the interefts of Pruffia. Hiflory can fhew no example of the prof- 
perity of the farmers having excited convulfions in a fate; whereas it abounds in in- 
{tances of {tates overturned by the power of the nobles and the freedom of trade. The 
farmer feldom has too much; but if he does happen to be rich, his income is more 
equally divided than that of the inhabitants of the city ; he has befides more children to 

. provide for out of it ; befides this, as the farmer’s fubftance is procured by hard labour, 
he is more frugal inthe management of it, and on that account likewife lefs hurtful to 
the ftate. : 

The Pruffian fyftem of excife does not in the leaft affect the real profperity of the 
fabjeét ; it affects only the confumption and the diforderly foreign trade. The only 
object of it is to make the fubjetts frugal; and frugality is the mother of induftry. 
"There is no fcience in which fo much fophiftry has been ufed as in that of flate ceco- 
nomy. It is generally thought that trade alone will make a country rich, whereas no- 
thing is fo falfe. Cadiz, Naples, Lifbon, Smyrna, Aleppo, and many other flourifhing 
trading towns I could mention, flourifh at the expence of the countries to which they 
belong. When they cry out in Pruffia, that trade has fatlen off, it only means that the 
confumption has decreafed ; no doubt it is a-falling off to the dealers in coffee, that 
they cannot {ell as much coffee as they were ufed to do; but thefe people, who are the 
perfons that have raifed the outcry againft the King, ought to confider, that a country 
of Jews (I {peak of modern Jews) is the moft wretched of all countries, and that a 
governor is in the right to concern. himfelf very little about what may be for their 
advantage. 

If foreign trade has decreafed in the Pruffian dominions, on the ather hand induftry 
has increafed. ‘There is a vifible proof of this in the aftonifhing increafe of towns and 
of population. No country in Europe of the fame fize has doubled its population, as 
the Pruflian dominions have done (in thefe I do not comprife the conquered countries) 
within the fpace of fifty years. ‘This fingle fa&t contradiéts all the outcry about Pruffian 
defpotifm, Effe&s muft always correfpond with their caufes, and no adminiftration 
hoftile to humanity, could produce fuch an aftonithing increafe of men. 

Even the monopolies make part of the King’s fyftem of univerfal benevolence. _ I fhall 
not enter into an exact difquifition of every fingle article, but only confider that which 
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raifes the greate!l outcry, namely, the monopoly of wood, The company who is in 
poffeflion of this large fum of money, pays the King, or what is the fame thing, the 
flate, for the King has neither ftables of fix thoufand horfes, nor-coach-houfes with 
coaches in them worth 50,co0o livres, nor a table of fifty covers, nor miftrefles, nor 
hunts, nor journies which coft feveral millions. This company is not allowed to fet an 
arbitrary price on its commodity, but the wood is taxed, and it is obliged to furnifh the 
belt fort. Though the price of the wood be high, it keeps pace with the wages of the 
manufacturers ; fo no man feels it but thofe who live upon their own eftates without. 
doing any thing, or thofe who receive flipends from the court. If the former of thefe 
would work like the other parts of the induftrious public, they would reckon the articles 
of fire-wood in their account; as they do not, they are very properly punifhed for their 
lazinefs, \ As to the latter, to be fure they do not get much, but what they get is fuf- 
ficient for the decent purpofes of life, and the King’s maxim is, that every man fhall 
have enough, but no man fhall have too much. To the farmer the monopoly is of fers 
vice, for the company is obliged to fell him the wood as cheap as if there was no mono. 
poly, and befides, he is bimielf allowed to carry a certain portion of.it to market, where 
the regulations enable him to fell it to better advantage than he would do otherwife. The 
‘monopoly alfo ferves to preferve the forefts, which all Europe has long lamented: the 
diminution of, ‘The fcarcity of wood makes people more cautious how they grub up. 
and burn. Nor does the monopoly affeét any but the inhabitants of Borlin and Poti: 
dam, who have great advantages over the reft of the country, from the refidence of 
many Cflicers of {tate in them, and the facility with which: money circulates.” Strangers 
indeed, who reafon from the ftate of their owm purfes, and fee that the raaterials for fire. 
are as dear at Berlin and Potfdam as Brafil and Campeachy wood, form no prejudices 
in favour of the Pruffian monopolies, and thus far they are in the right; but when they 
build upon fuch grounds to call the King of Pruffia a tyrant, as Mr, Wraxall does, it is. 
going a little too far. : 

The other monopolies are like thofe we meet with in other countries, to wit, on to- 
bacco, falt, cards, and the like.. he King encourages every kind of manufacture and 
trade which does not militate with the whole fyftem of his adminiftration, but he endea~ 
vours chiefly to promote the exportation of fuch articles as are of real advantage to.the - 
country, and leaft likely to be affected by a competition with other powers, or the varie 
ations of fafhion. Of this kind are the woclien ftuffs of this place, the Silefian linens 
and cloths, tobacce, and various other articles; the prime materials of which grow in 
the country, and find an eafy admittance every where. Befides thefe primary articles, 
the manufactures of filk, wrought iron, and fteel, looking-giafles, china, fugar, and 
above ail, the trade in wood bring great fums of foreign gold into the country, ‘The 
Poles pay a large tribuie to Prafiian induftry ; and, indeed, every where the balance is 
in favour of the Pruffian merchant, in confequence of that frugality and abflinence, 
which follows from the King’s fyitem of excife. i 

The King’s treafury, into which fo much money flows every year, is commonly looked 
upon as one of the greateft obftacles to the trade of the country. This may be true 
with regard to the common Jewiih fort of trade, which, though favourable to lazinefs 
and avarice, is in fact, as hurtful to the ftate as the fale of mountebank and quack medi- 
cines;, but in my opinion, the King’s treafury is one of his wifeft inflitutions. He yearly 
lays by in it a fum of money, which bears a fixed proportion to that which the balance 
of trade in his favour brings him in from the ftranger. It is generally thought that the 
fum thus fet by amounts to 100,0col. or as much as the new buildings, the payment of 
the troops, and the improvements made in the country refpettively coft; but if we Hoe 
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fider that the whole income of the ftate is appropriated to particular and fpecific purpofes, 
according to the fettled and permanent order, never interrupted by any menus plaifirs ; 
and that, according to the higheft calculation, the balance in favour of the Pro@ian 
trade produces only two hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, it will appear that the King 
docs not lay by half of what comes from foreign trade. 

It is one of the nonfenfical maxims of the prefent age, which, like a great many others 
of the fame kind, have crept into our modern political theories and romances, that all 
the money of a country muft be employed in the circulation, and none of it be laid by 
for cafes of neceflity ; but it was owing to the royal treafure that no taxes were raifed 
in the laft war, and4t is for this very purpofe that it was intended; for in the American 
war, the increafe of taxes fell heavier on the French and Englifh than all the other pref- 
fures of the ftate put together. Schroeder, who is one of the oldeft and mot acute of 
the German political writers, has long fhewn the falfity of this maxim. Befides, that, 
raxcs fall more heavily onthe fubject, and are more difficult to raife in time of war than 
in time of peace, they cannot be'fo foon colleéted ; and if in confequence of this you 
are compelled to add new ones, the refult will be what we have feen happen in France, 
many provinces will be fo exhaufted in three or four years as not to recover for a whole 
century. In thefe emergencies minifters have recourfe to ftate lotteries, loans, &c. 
which finally produce the fine fy{tem of debt, which annually confumes half the revenue 
of Great Britain. 

If the King of Pruffia had had no treafure, it would have been impoffible, after the 
terrible war which lafted from 1756 to 1763, for his lands not only to recover, but to 
be in a more flourifhing fituation than they were before. . There is alfo a local con- 
fideration, which makes the King of Pruffia’s treafure of peculiar confequence to that 
country, which is, that as feveral parts of it lie open to the enemy, were it not for this 
refource it would be poffible, at the breaking out of a war, to cut off a great part of the 
revenue, by feizing upon a principal town. Indeed it is to the referved fupplies, which 
have enabled him to parry every evil of this kind, that the King owes the fuccels of 
thofe operations which have rendered his name immortal. Nor is the treafury intirely 
inactive at any period. At different times the King has lent very confiderable fums at 
a very inconfiderable intereft. to the ftates of feveral of his provinces; thefe fums are 
in circulation, and all that the King requires, is the exa€t rcimburfement at the time 
fixed. 

The Pruffian flate, confidered as a ftate, is the richeft in Europe; and it is abfolutely 
impoflible that it ever fhould be expofed to feel any inconvenience from the want of 
money ; for its fyftem of finance is eftablifhed upon fuch folid foundations, that if any 
of the King’s {ucceflors were to think of introducing a change, it would overturn the 
whole building. You would hardly think it, but I can affure you, that the bank bills 
of this place are bought up with avidity. Nobody has any opinion that they will ever 
lofe thetr credit. The Dutch are very happy when this bank will take their money, as 
notwithftanding all the outcry about Pruffian defpotifm, they are convinced it cannot be 
more fecure any where than it is here. Upon the whole, it is ealy to fee, that mo‘t of 
cur very wife declaimers againft the government of Pruflia, draw their topics from the 
difference they obferve between it and the other European goveraments; whereas if 
they would give themfelves the trouble to lift up their eyes and give matters a little clofer 
and nearer infpeCtion, they would foon give up their prejudices, unlefs, indeed, their 
felf love made them incapable of all judgment. I have known none of thefe gentlemen 
bur what have praifed, in fome part or other of their works, the very principles on 
which the Pruffian government is built, though they overlooked them and could not 
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fee them when they were writing profeffedly about it. This: arifes from the amazing 
difference that there is betwixt theory and practice, and that‘in all philofophical decla- 
mations, people commonly only confider the end, without thinking of the means by 
which it is to be brought about; nay, they often overlook the only means by which it 
can be brought about at all. Hence it has appeared, that thofe who have written the 
moft ftrongly againft luxury, have not been favourable to the Pruffian fyftem of excife, 
though itis the only fure dam whereby all exceffes may be reftrained. All the political 
principles with refpeGt to the happinefs of nations, which P Abbé Raynal gives us in 
that famous Hiftire Politique et Philofophique of his, in which heis fo violent againit the 
King of Pruffia, without knowing any thing about him, had been adopted in Pruffia, 
and perhaps no where elfe in the wide world before the Abbé put pen to paper. 
Another part of thefe declaimers find fault only for the fake of appearing fingular. 
Mr. Guibert and fome others of our countrymen are among this clafs.  Thefe gentle. 
men took it in their heads to exhibit the King to a people, the god of whofe idolatry 
he has long been, through a kind of magic lanthorn, with his head where his heels 
fhould be. Doubtlefs, the indifference with which the King is accuftomed to behold 
all fuch buffooneries, muft have made them vaftly pleafed with their wife work. 
The King of Pruffia and his father have folved the three moft difficult problems of 
ftate that exift; and hiftory affords no example of their having been folved fo quickly, fo 
happily, and fo univerfally, as they have been by thefe princes. They have made a 
lazy, prodigal, and ftupid people induftrious, ative, and alert ; they have given to a 
country, which had been entirely negleéted by: nature, a value'which man of the moft 
highly favoured countries have not, and-they have placed a {mall nation In-a-fituation 
not only to vanquifh in a favourable moment all the combined forces of the mightieft 
monarchies of Europe united, but to be able af any time to meafure fwords with either 


of them fingly. 


LETTER LL 
Berlin. 

WHEN you hear the King of Pruffia mentioned in the fouthern parts of Germany, 
you think they are {peaking of an angel of death, whofe employment it is to kill the peo- 
ple by hundreds and thoufands, to burn cities and villages, and to be the firft general 
of his day. ‘This opinion commonly refls upon the fame ground as another, which 
was very generally received by the common people during the laft Silefian war, of the 
King of Pruffia’s having taken up arms againft France and Auftria for the extirpation 
of the Roman Catholic religion. Auftria had often recourfe to fuch little artifices ; 
fhe was wont to appeal to the religious and paflionate feelings of the people, whenever 
her troops were beaten, and probably found fome confolation init, not that only whith 
arifes from exciting compaffion, but the more fubftantial one of the fupport derived 
from the riches and forces of fome of the Catholic princes of Germany. Such pre- 
judices in the populace are eafily produced ; but when you read in the writings of fome of 
the moft famous Auftrian (tatefmen and literati that the King of Pruffia’s whole fyftem 
is contrived for the purpofe of making himfelf terrible to his neighbours, of plundering 
them, and of living by robbery, you donot know whether to laugh moft at their. igno- 
rance, or be moft afhamed at their impudence. . 

Out of Germany they look upon the King of Proffia as a great general, but are not 
therefore blind to his other virtues. Our countrymen, whofe impartiality and juftice 
in judging of the merits of great men nobody can controvert, read his civil ordinances, 
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his Jon mots, and the anecdotes of what paffes in his family, with as much pleafure as 
they do the account of his expeditions. Even they, however, impartial as they are, 
form quite a falfe opinion of the King, when they confider his military conduét as the 
greatelt of his exertions, and think his principal merit confifts in being the greatelt- ge~ 
neral ofhisday. It is natural enough for the love of {plandid aétions to make us more 
attentive to the buftle which has attended his fervices in the field, than to his ftill and 
benevolent occupations. But we could not therefore afcribe to him a love of this buf- 
tle, and a delight in the occupations of war, which no king upon earth likes lefs than 
he does. 

Nourifhed in the arms of the mufes; and attentive only to the progrefs of philofophy,, 
fcarce had he afcended the throne, when one of the moft extraordinary events ef this 
century happened, an event which mutt naturally call his attention very {trong'? to it. 
He was one of the many princes who had pretenfions to the fucceflion of Charles VI. 
What he claimed was fome Marquifates in Silefia. The point was how effetually to fe- 


cure thefe rights. Molt probably he would have taken the part of Maria ‘Fherefa, at- . 


tacked as fhe was on all fides, had a proper attention been paid to his requifitions 
burthe Auttrian miniftry, ever blinded by its own confequence, only anfwered his ma- 
nifeftoes with infolence and contempt. ‘The confequence was, ‘that after having de- 
feated the Imperial troops in the field, he made free with all Silefia, which gave great 
offence. Then however he difcovered the moderation of his nature; for it would 
have been cafy for him, by fupporting Charles VII. to have funk a houfe, which was. 
the moft dangerous to him in all Europe. But his politics did not allow him. to. come 
mit an injuftice, / 

It was neither the King of Pruffia’s love of plunder, nor any thing indeed, except 
the pride of the Auftrian miniftry, and. the little knowledge it had of the ftrength of 
the Pruffian dominions, that was the true caufe of the lofs of Silefia. The Aultrians 
defpifed a court which had no princes and dukes in its pay, but only merchants and 
Knights @ quaranto Ecus * for minifters and generals. ‘They faw no further than the 
outfide of the court of the prefent King’s father, who, under-the mafk of a ridiculous 
fingularity, had laid the foundation of the Pruflian greatnefs; they laughed at his un- 
powdered hair, his dirty boots, his turnip dinners, and his tall men. People knew not 
that thefe tall men, whom they looked upon only as his particular amufement, were: 
under the beit of difcipline; they knew not that his unbetitled and unbe/tringed minifters: - 
were the molt enlightened patriots ; that the moft exact ceconomy had made the- {mall 
country of Pruffia richer than the proud and mighty Auttria. In fine, they knew not that: 
Spartan ceconomy, and Spartan fubordination, which this ridiewous King was. making 
the characteriftic of the nation, muft get the better of indolence, effeminacy, and 
profufion, even though the tribe of gentlemen had not been fo numerous in Auttria, as. 
it was. ey 

This ignorance was the true thing which fome perfons have affected. to call the: good 
fortune of the prefent King of Pruifia. 7 

The invafion of Bohemia, which took place fome time after the conqueft of Sile“a,, 
was undertaken in confequence of the moft prefling and repeated inftances of the Em-. 
peror, the head of the German Empire, of which the King was a member. 

I have converfed with an old and refpectable Dutch officer, who accompanied Count. 
Seckendorff, as adjutant, to Berlin, when he went to defire the King to help the Em- 
peror out of the diftrefs which he muft otherwife have funk under. The King was. 


* Knights worth fifty crowns. 
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for a long time deaf to all reprefentations and entreaties. As Count Seckendorff was 
prefling him one day upon the parade, he fhewed him a regiment which had fuffered 
confiderably in the firft Silefan war. Behold,” fays he, * what war cofls me ; 
this regiment has loft above half its men, and fhall I expofe my people to the danger of 
being fo roughly handled again ?’—This is the king whom people call upon as a rob- 
ber and tyrant !—Seckendorff, who was a greater ftatefman than he was a general, in vain 
tried all his rhetoric to carry his point ; nor would any thing have induced the King 
again to become the enemy of Auftria, but the being informed in what an unmanly 
manner the Aultrians had behaved in Bavaria, how they had plundered the archives, 
robbed the nobility, laid wafte the country, end carried the peafants into captivity; that 
in fhort, their known pride, their fpirit of revenge, and their cruclty, gave caufe to 
epprehend every thing for the houfe of Bavaria. 

The King undertock to free the Emperor from his ditrefs, without hurting Auftria 
much : and he compaffed it with a moderation which the unprejuciced part of the world 
fill admires, He obliged Prince Charles to give the Emperor breathing room, by 
forcing him to haften with his army from the Rhine to Bohemia. When he had done 
this he was quict, and afking nothing for himfelf, was contented with having done 
what equity and the ihare he tock in the Emperor’s calamity required of him.” It is 
well known what little fhare his love of robbery and conqueft had in the breaking out 
of that war in which he eclipfed all that had been done by aneieat or modern heroes. 
In the very heat of this war, in which he himfelf gathered fo many laurels, he wrote a 
letter to Voltaire, filled with withes for philéfophical quiet, and full uf lamentations on 
the cruelties of war. Very far from being intoxicated with his fame, and untainted . 
with any degrce of the pride which filled the breaft of that Roman governor, who, re- 
turning from the government of a diftant province, thought that all Italy muft incef- 
fantly be filled with the praife of his adminiftration ; he afked Gellert, who fued to him 
for peace in the middle of the theatre of war, whether he had not heard or feen there 
were three powers in arms againft him ; and whether he thought it depended upon him 
to make Germany a prefent of peace! So free was he from being elated with the eclat 
of his wonderful arms, and fo far from thinking of higher things than how to defend 
himfelf. 

Tn this wonderful letter to Voltaire, he promifes, when he fhall once be quiet, to cut 
off the moft diftant pretences for war, nor to take any concern in the politics of Eu- 
rope; but to give up all his time to the improvement of his own country, amidit the 
bleflings of peace. ‘his promife he has hiticrto moft religioufly adhered to. You 
think, perhaps, that he did not in the affair of the divifion of Poland; but he took the 
Jeaft part poflible in that affair. ‘The world will be aftonifhed when the particulars of 
this bufinels co:ne to be known, as none has ever been fo mifreprefented and diftorted 
by political motives. T colleCted at Vienna fonie very extraordinary documents rela- 
tive to this matter, which I will c cate to you when we meet. Thus far is no- 
torious to all mankind ; that in thi s partition, the King had not a third of what 
fellto Ruffia, nor a quarter of what Auitria had. A flronger proof of the King’s mode- 
ration, and of his pacific difp is impeilible to give. Poilibly the divifion 
would have been a little more equal i the parties had come to blows. 

In the laf Bavarian war, he again obferved the fame wonderful mederation. The 
caufe of bis taking up arms was to reftore the Houfe of Wittelfbach to his inheritance, 
n of the empire; which, asa member of thit body, he 
ed nothing for himfelf, and did not goa flep jarther 
firongett necetl i 
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with greater magnanimity, and greater difiintereftednefs, ‘than the King of Pruffia did 
on this occafion.—Since the twenty years he has given himfelf to philofophy, he has kt 
feveral other occafions go by, which would not have been mifed by another monarch 
who had had the fame powers of war in hand as te bad, and the warlike difpofition 
commonly attributed to him. 

No prince can manifeft more regard for mankind, than what is fhewn by the King of 
Pruflia every day. He interefls himfelf as much in the welfare of a common farmer, as 
in the flourifhing of the greateft houfe of trade in his dominions. Itis his greatett pride, 
and his greateft pleafure, to read in the yearly lifts, that the population of his country 
has increafed. He has not been feen fo cheerful for many years, as he was upon find- 
ing, by the lift given in laft year, that the number of new-born children within the year, 
far furpaffed the number of the dead. A king who has this way of thinking, is a war- 
rior only when neceflity compels him to it, His Lacedemonian armies only ferve the 
purpofe of enabling him to cultivate his country in peace, and to bring his law-fuits with 
his neighbours to a fpeedy conclufion. They are evidently not the end of his govern. 
ment, but the means; and it is orly thofe who are contented with viewing the outfide of 
things, and do not look into the {prings of the Praffian government, who think them the: ' 
great object. . 

Some of the Auftrian writers think the King could not keep up his.armies, if he did 
not, at certain. periods, take a fhare in the difturbances of his neighbours, and raife out 
of them a futticient revenue for the fervice of fome years; but this is one of thofe als 
fertions which it is impoffible to hear without laughing. : 

More than half the army. as L have already told you, are foreign troops. They fub- 
fift on the produce of the country, the confumption of which is immediately connected 
with the progrefs of agriculture. ‘Their clothes and linen are made of materials which 
grow in the country, fo that they promote induftry both by contributing to the raifing 
the firft materials, and by the working of them. ‘Jheir pay likewile is iffued from the 
treafury, in {uch a way as greatly to affilt the general circulation, After their time of 
fervice has expired, many hundreds of the foreign troops continue in the country, and 
fo promote the purpofes of agriculture and commerce; but the greateft part of the na- 
tives are always upon turiow, and work at home. Upon the whole, both indufry and 
agriculture rather gain than lofe by the army. Indeed you can cali only the foreigners 
a ftanding army; for the netivesare, in time of peace, as Moore has cbierved, a regular, 
well-behaved, and cafily raifed militia. 

* AIL the inilitary regulations have thefe two ends in view; that of preventing the im- 
provement of agriculture from fuffering by the number of troops; and that of maki 
snt to the circulation of money. For thefe purpotes the annual review 
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avays take place at the time of the year when feweft hands are wanted 
iculture, &c. The troops are quartered in the feveral provinces i 





of 
portion of the revenue of thefe provinces, fo that no money.can go thi 
province to another. Every thing is precifely upon a par. Silefia has jufta 
reas Brandenburgh, as it has more revenue; and the other provinces in the 
proportion. As the army raifes near wwo-thirds of the revenue of the fiate, there re- 
mains by this means more gold in the provinces than there is in any other country in 
Karope, where commonly the gold flows to the middle, and the capital grows rich at the 
expence of the country. Each regiment has a peculiar part of the country ailigned it 
for recruiting, and in this, or near it, are commonly its ftanding quarters. By this 
means the troops are not only eafily got together when they are wanted, but the tather 
has always his fon in the ndighbourhood to help him to improve his land, and at the an- 
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nual review time, the latter has not far to go to join his regiment. It is inconceivable 
how, after this, fuch clamours can be raifed againft the King of Pruffia, on account of 
his army, and how it can be reprefented as hurtful to the country. Thofe of the fol- 
diers it are natives, do not fpend a longer time with the arnty than their fellows in 
the Englifh or Swifs militia’s, Indeed the maritime fervice in one of  thefe countries, ° 
and the cuttom of letting out troops for hire, which prevails in the other, tend to de- _ 
prive them of hands to till the foil, whereas the Pruflian army increafes the number of 
cultivators. 3 

The Pruffian army confifts of sbout one hundred and ninety thoufand men, and cofts 
the King yearly about 20,000,000 of florins, or 52,000,000 of our livres *. Thefe 
men are, indeed, difciplined into a {tate of mere mechanics, nor can it be denied, that 
the hardfhip of the fate of the common men will make one of our modern philofophers 
fhudder ; and yet, without thefe hardfhips the army would not be what it is, fo that the 
King muft be content to bear with it as a neceflary evil, in order to fecure the tranquil- 
lity of the country. What would thofe who feel fo much for the Pruffian foldiers have 
faid, if they had feen the troops of Alexander,. or Cafar, which, in ail probability, and 
from:all we can gather from hiftory, had not a milder fate than the Pruffians ?—what 
do I fay amilder fate ? Some intelligent men are of opinion, that both the difcipline of 
Ceefar’s troops, and the labour required of them, was greater than thofe the Pruffian 
foldier is expofedto. Be this as it may, there is a diftinction to be made between the 
Pruflian troops. ‘The fate of the native foldiers is not fo hard as is generally thought 
bya ftranger travelling poft; nor are they, as I have already obferved, more than a well- 
regulated militia. 
_ Another obfervation I have made on thefe men is, that they are not by any means fo 
infenfible and fulky as they have been commonly thought to be. On the contrary, I 
have obferved amongft them, a great deal of good will, and a great deal of affection both 
for their king and their country. As during their furlows they have other occupations 
befides arms, and keep company with other people befides their corporals and compa- 
nions, they are civiller and freer in their intercourfe than the foreigners. Thele 
laft are enlifted in confequence of a voluntary contrat, (for it will be unjuit to lay to the 
King’s charge the decoys of profeffed enlifters,) the conditions of which are exactly ad- 
hered to. 

_ No fovereign pays more punétually or more fparingly than the King of Pruffia ; nor 
is any man obliged to ferve beyond the time for which he is enlifted, as has been falfely 
pretended. It is true, indeed, that the officers employ all their powers of perfuafion to 
retain a good foldier ; but a {tiff and ftubborn denial puts an end to their entreaties. 

The neceffaries of life are dealt out very fparingly to thefe people, and you may read 
upon many of their meagre faces, the extremes of poverty, added to the extreme of la- 
bour. But the failors, who ferve other ftates in time of peace for the purpofes of trade, 
have hardly a milder fate ; nor is it lefs ridiculous to reproach the King of Pruffia, on 
account of the hardfhips to which his foldiers are expofed, than it would be to compel 
thefe nations to relinquifh their navy on account of the lofs of men they are fubject to 
by ftorms, falt provitions, change of climate, fcurvy, and the other accidents of a fea- 
faring life. Without frugality and labour, the King of Pruffia’s-foldiers could not be 
fuperior to thofe of other powers; but as he is furrounded by enterprizing and jealous 
neighbours, he mu/z endeavour to procure himfelf, by art, what others enjoy in confe- 
quence of their natural ftrength. ‘The fufferings of a {mall number is no evil, but a 
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cood, when the ftate cannot be benefited without it, and thofe who blame this extraor- 
dinary difcipline, muft alfo, with Mr. Linguet, find fault with agriculture, as it falls nearly 
as hard on the greateft part of the fubjects of every Kuropean ftate, as the military fer- 
vice does:on the Pruffian foldier. 

‘The hardthips too of the ftuation, have been much exaggerated by travellers, —Even 
blows, about which fo much has been faid, are only ufed when the man fhews incorrigible 
ftupidity, awkwardnefs, negliconce, or wickednefs. In no armies whatever are recruits 
treated withmore gentlenels tuan they are in the PruMan. Their corporals teach them the 
exercife, and how to march, with all poffible care and attention; nor do they grudge to re- 
peat the way of doing the thing a thoufand times, whem the man’s {cull is hard of penetra. 
tion. But when once he underftands the thing, his teacher takes the ftick, and tells him, 
that this for the future will be his teacher, if he does not do what he is now able to do. 

In the courfe of my travels, I have often had occafion to make a very interefting ob- 
fervation. In all the countries belonging to bifhops, and in many of the free ftates, I 
met with foldiers who had ferved the King of Pruflia, and who had moft of them de- 
ferted from him. As you know it is my way to be more obfervant of men of the lower 
orders of fociety, than of thofe who have ftars and ftrings ; I talked with about twenty of 
thefe deferters, and did not meet with one amongft them who did not with himfelf back 
again with the King of Pruffia. Ihave fometimes purpofely contradicted them, and have 
endeavoured to thew them what far more pleafant days they enjoyed under their bifhop 
or magiftrate, and how impoflible I thought it, from all the accounts I had of the Pruf- 
fian army, that they fhould be difpleafed with their change of fituation. This did not 
fatisfy them. ‘They all fpoke of the King’s great achievements with a degree of enthu- 
fiafm, which often {truck me not a little, and the conclufion of what they iaid was always 
this: “It is very true that foldiers are rather roughly treated by the King of Pruffia, 
but the pay comes regularly the day it is due, and there is no inftance of any man hav- 
ing ever been flarved to death by him.” When a man does his duty, the officer’s eye 
is upon him, and every one knows in what rank he may clafs himfelf; in other places 
men are only half foldiers, and derive no credit from it. Notwithftanding they have 
the utmoft liberty under thefe petty princes, and are oftener in the ale-houfe than under 
arms whillt they continue with them, many of them, who are young enough, defert 
back again to the King of Pruffia. It is remarkable enough too, that in all thefe places 
they confider themfelves as a kind of veterans, In one of the epifcopal refidencies, I 
heard an officer fwear at a foldier. The fellow anfwered him with a degree of cold 
pride not to be deferibed, “Sir officer, I have ferved the King of Pruffia.” And the 
officer was filent. 

The frequent defertions, are the capital obje€tions which men make to the Pruffian 
military eftablifhment. It is very true, that upon marching into an enemy’s country, a 
twelfth or fifteenth of the King’s army leaves him ; but they come back with intereft 
after a fortunate action, and though, after unfortunate actions, fo many of the foreign 
troops defert, his own fubjects defert lefs than any foldiers upon earth. ; 

A new inftance of the King’s wifdom and goodnefs in not being willing to expofe the 
country to any diftrefs, is fhewn in his willingnefs rather to bear with thefe inconvenien- 
ces, than have more of his fubjets under arms. After the battle of Collin, half the ar- 
my deferted ; and at Rofbach his army was made up almoft entirely of his own troops ; 
but mark, he beat our armies, and the armies of the empire, and the lait ferved him to 
compleat his regiments which had fuffered. Thus it always goes. The Germans who 
inhabit near the Rhine, Maine, and countries about the upper parts of the Danube, al- 
ways join the victorious army. When the Emperor is fortunate, they leave the King for 
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him; and when the chances turn, they turn with them. In the mean time they mult of 
courfe always ftand one adlion in the place where they are. 

With regard to the interior government and taétics of the Pruflian army, all I can telt 
you about them is, that no foreigners know any thing of the matter. Mr. Guibert, the 
celebrated French writer on the fubjeét, is looked upon here as the moft miferable dri- 
veller in the whole world ; and they pointed out feveral things to me, which he had en- 
tirely miftaken. I will give you only one fpecimen, which I happen to recolleét. He 
fays that the cylindrical rammer of the Pruffians deprefles the gun too much when they 
prefent, ‘This is not only falfe in fact, but Mr. Guibert overlooked fomething here, 
which the Pruffians confider as a remarkable advantage. They always lower the gun a 
little when they prefent, becaufe they have obferved that it is always raifed a little by 
the natural fhaking of the foldier, efpecially when he fees himfelf within the enemies’ 
fire. They fay we loft I know not what battle in Flanders, by our men always firing too 
high, whereas the Englifh took fuch care to make their people fire lower, that fome of 
the officers even lowered the guns of the foldiers with their arms and fticks. 

In my opinion, the fame thing is to be obferved in this, as in every other part of the 
Pruffian government. It is not fo much the myftery which obtains, as the fimplicity of 
things, which people overlook, and judge falfely about. They feek for artifice where 
there really is none, and fet up myftery becaufe things are too near their nofes to be 
feen. I was affured by feveral officers, that in marches (which they confider as one of 
the moft important parts of the art of war, though they do not make a whole regiment 
ftand for fome minutes on one leg, in order to teach them how to preferve the equili- 
brium of the body) there are certain little things, which people do not obferve, on which 
the whole depends. ‘The King fuffers no perfon to be prefent at the grand manguvres, 
without particular permiffion; but this is probably done more to prevent the troops 
being difturbed by a fwarm of fpeétators, than to make a myftery of any thing. It re. 
quires indeed a very nice and well-accuftomed eye, as well as a very favourable fituation: 
in the field, to fee and underftand a Pruffian manauvre ; fo that among{t twenty pro- 
feffional men, who are fpectators, there fhall hardly be one that can compafs it. This is 
the true caufe why the Pruffian officers themfelves can give fo little account of their own 
art. Every man has too much to do upon his own {pot, to be able to attend to what is 
pafling round him. 

As wonderful as the Pruffian infantry is, it is ftill infinitely furpaffed by the cavalry, 
according to the teftimony of all the officers I have fpoken with. Even Englith travellers, 
who are not apt to give any favourable accounts of what they meet with in other countries, 
and who are fo proud of their own cavalry, confefs that this part of the Pruflian army 
. goes beyond all that can be conceived of it. ‘The King himfelf fays of them, that they 
always {tand:to advantage between him and the enemy he expects. He {pends immentfe 
fums upon them, and fends for horfes as far as Tartary. The Pruflian officers, though 
not given to boatting, affert, that in all the hiftory of the art of war, there is not an in- 
ftance of the cavalry’s ever having been brought to the point of perfection it is now 
brought to in Pruffia. They ride always full gallop; but their evolutions are as exact 
as any of thofe of the infantry. 

‘they look upon the attack of the cavalry as not to be ftood by the infantry. The 
King’s cavalry is above eighty thoufand ftrong, and he every year ufes five thoufand frefh 
horfes. The Emperor takes all poffible pains to rival the King in this refpe@ ; but he 
is {till at a great diftance from him, though his cavalry is beyond comparifon the beft in 
Europe after the Prufian. 
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A great advantage poffeffed by the Pruffian army is the uniform difcipline that obtains 
all through. There are, particular mafters of exercife for every divifion of the army. 
Thefe the colonels themfelves muft not control, when they are exercifing their regiments, 
though they are often only majors. This occafions an attention to a great number of 
little things, which in other armies particularly our own, depend only on the will of the 
colonel, and are therefore often neglected. By this means the whole muft harmonize 
better, for when rules are the fame, the alacrity or negligence of the colonels or majors 
in the execution, make a wonderful difference in regiments. 

Another caufe, which in my opinion, greatly contributes to the excellence of the army. 
is the high birth of the officers. ‘They are moft of them of the firft nobility of the 
country, and you hardly meet with one foreigner in twenty. They muft all have 
been educated at the cadet’s {chool, and have ferved as cadets : I have fome very refpect- 
able acquaintance amongft them. ‘They are in every refpect well-educated people, and 
upon the whole very fenfible men. ‘The fmall pay of the fubalterns obliges them to be 
ceconomical, which is of great advantage to the fervice. They have all a martial appear- 
ance, and that alacrity in every thing, which befpeaks men always ready to cut a knot 
with their fwords. I believe that the Pruffian army has an advantage over the Auftrian, 
from the Pruffian nobility not being fo powerful as the Aultrian. You cannot expect 
from counts and princes with large incomes, that exact fubordination and fimplicity, 
which is the foul of the Pruffian army. Our experienced officers make a great outcry 
about the irregularities in fervice, which are perpetually arifing from the intrigues of 
private families ; and it is well known that the Englifh army is as ill circumftanced in this 
refpect, 

The Auftrians are by nature a far ftouter race of foldiers than the Pruffians, but this 
does not avail them; for, after all that has been faid of the advantage of art over un- 
cultivated nature, no ftronger inftance can be fhewn of it, than bringing-up a miferable 
artificial being, with all his art about him, to face a natural man, who is without it. The 
natural man, who, were they both unarmed, would be able to tear to pieces a dozen 
fuch creatures, lies ftretched out at the feet of the wretched man of art, as {oon as the 
latter gives fire. : 

‘The fame truth holds good with regard to armies that are more or lefs difciplined, 
nor are the natural qualities of the foldier able to ftand againft thofe which are acquired 
by art. 


LETTER LIU. 
: Berlin. 

WHEN we read in Linguet’s Annals that the King of Pruffia had more foldiers than 
peafants, during the laft Silefian war, we are naturally apt to take it for a bon mot ; but 
T am apt to think it rank ignorance. ‘The man who could advife the European powers 
to help the Houfe of Auttria to a part of Germany, in order to enable it to oppofe the 
‘Turk on all fides, is very capable of making fuch a blunder. He eftimated the Pruffian 
territories by the map, where, om account of their broken appearance, they make but a 
forry figure, and fo naturally fell into the opinion of its being impoffible for more than 
two hundred thoufand men to inhabit fo narrow a flip of land. 

What confirms me in this opinion, is the ignorance people are in with regard to the 
real ftrength of Pruffia, which yet they ought to be better acquainted with, partly 
by the information of their eyes, and partly from German documents, which are open 
to cvery man. 

cc 2 Mr. 
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Mr. Pilati, one of the few foreigners tho underfland German, and derive their know- 
ledge trom the fountain head, relates, that the King of Pruilia had not more than 1 20,009 
men, when he made his firlt conquelt. : 

When the King came to the crown, his own territories contained at lea 2,209,000 
inhabitants ; Brandenburg bad 600,c003 Pruffia f0,c003; Pomerania 300,005; Mag. 
dcburg and Halberfladt 3c0,c00; end his own Weitphalian dominions at leaft 40¢,c00. 
His income confifted of at Icalt twelve millions of florins, and he had inherited a won- 
derful treafure of ready money from his father. 

Ibis likewife a very generally reccived prejudice, that Pruffia is not ftrong enouch to 
niaintain itfelf hereafter in the ilate of fplendour to which the prefent King has railed it. 
It fs very true, that with regard to interior ftrength, there are but few of the European 
powers which do not furpals the Pruffian; but, as long as the fyfiem of government 
thall laft which has been eftablifhed by the King, it will always be able to meafure fwords 
with any power in Eurcpe. In faét, the true ftrength of a fiate does not confit fo 
much in the quantity of its pofitive force, as in the ufe made of it; but there is no 
power in Europe who is able to ftretch every nerve and every fibre, as the Pruffian 
certainly can. Befides this, if population continues to encreale as it has done during 
the time of the prefent adminiftration, the pofitive force itfelf will encreafe fafter than 
that of any other country. 

The Pruffian dominions, of which no perfon can have an idea in the map, contain 
3650 German fquare miles, which is as much as the kingdoms of Naples, Sicily, and 
Portugal put together. he population is about fix millions. The kingdoms of Swe- 
den, Denmark, and Portugal put together, do not contain fo many inhabitants; nor 
does England alone contain as many. As the Pruffian population does not yet bear any 
proportion to the fize of the country, and as that is not yet all cultivated, the Pruffian 
population is fufceptible of a great encreafe. With regard to goodnefs of territory, the 
country in general may be counted amongit the middling fort. The foil of Branden- 
burg indeed, is remarkably bad; but that of Magdeburg, Halberftadt, Cleves, the mar- 
quifate of La Mark, and {ome parts of Silefia, Pomerania, and Pruffia, are as remark- 
ably good. When, in procefs of time, they have acquired the degree of culture of 
which they are capable, they will be able to fupport eight millions of perfons. Befides 
thefe, this court has much to expeét from an acceflion of the marquifate of Anfpach 
and Bareith ; and it is ten to one that it will come in for a fhare, when the courts of 
Vienna and Peterfburgh fhall execute the plan againft the Porte, which they have been 
engaged in ever fince the Emperor’s journey to Peterfburgh. 

This plan has been fpoken of here for fome time with a great degree of confidence, 
and as it is impoflible that whenever it takes place, this court fhould fit idle, I will lay 
before you the political opinions of thofe perfons who deferve the molt credit. The 
fay che two imperial courts hardly need the third part of their troops to be a match for 
the Turk. The King’s fituation is therefore critical, for he is placed between two 
courts, each of which equals him in ftrength, even after they have fent out one hundred 
and eighty, or two huadred thoufand men again{t the eaftern enemy. This is true ; 
but if the King choofes to oppofe their meafures, France, who is more interefted in this 
affair than the Pruffian court, on account of her Levant trade, which is an object of 
eight millions a-year, muft naturally feek for a conneétion with him. France, however, 
has had the folly, at a time when the weft and north were occupied by the two moft 
formidable powers that hiftory knows of, to wafte her power at fea; and the two impe- 
rial courts fuffered her to {pend herfelf in the American war, in which fhe had no man- 
ner of concern, till fhe was intirely exhaufted. By this means fhe has loaded herfelf 
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with debt, and will not be able to maintain the balance in the Eaft. By the bye, bro- 
ther, it is very humbling to a Frenchman to obferve how they {peak of the power of 
France in this country. They aff-& to think our armies might make a tolerable ftand 
ag-intt Dutch, Piedmontefe, er fuch troops, or at moft again{t the army of the [tates of 
the empire; but that they would make no refiitance at ail if eppofed to the Ruffian or | 
Auftrian armies. But to return—-The King of Prufiia, whofe age and love of philofo- 
phical quiet, incline him to peaceful counciis, would let bimfGif be 1 ided to peace by 
a fice of Poland. Something he mult have—for fhould it pleafe hin to put his old 
weather-beaten head out, he would find many methods, by his great tre: : 
curing fuch affiftance from Sweden, Denmark, and other German cour 
able him to make head againit both the imperial courts; efpecially i ince was to do 
for the Porte, what its fleets enable it to do, or was to force the Emperor to make a 
diverfion in the Netherlands and in Italy, where fhe might be aflifted by the Kings of 
Naples and Sardinia. Difficult as it may be, to make fo powerful a head, and unlikely 
that all circumftances fhould concur, we may venture to fay that it is ten ta one the 
courts of Vienna and Peterfburgh will rather choofe to make the King quiet in his own 
way, than drive him to the utmoft. Only fhew him that it is worth his while, and 
probably he will contribute his fhare in driving the Turks out, or at leaft guarantee the 
imperial courts again{t the attempts which may be made by any other powers of Chril- 
tendom, to impede their operations. ats acids 

If the courts of Peterfburgh and Vienna fhall, as they have it in their power, proceed 
to the execution of this plan; the lofs of our profitable trade to the Levant, muft be 
the inevitable confequence of the ruinous American war, the end of which we cannot 
yet fee, and which we cannot get as much by as we are fure to lofe by this means. Our 
wine trade to. the north mutt likewife fuffer from this caufe, as the Poles have been long’ 
at work on a canal, which, by means of the many rivers which pafs through their coun- 
-try, is to unite the Atlantic and Black Seas, and to bring wine for the fupply of all the 
forth, from the provinces which now conftitute Turkey in Europe. Not to fay that 
Europe will have two powers more at fea, which will be hoftile to us on the Mediterra- 
nean, All this gives us good reafon to blame the fleets built at the expence of our Jand 
forces. We have only one hope left, which is, that Ruflia and Auftria cannot long 
continue friends when they are fo near one another. 

The Pruffian monarchy has alfo great improvements of another kind to expect. If it 
was once compact and clofe together, it would be a confiderable deal ftronger than it 
now is. ‘hey often talk of an exchange of the Pruffian territories in Weftphalia, and 
the duchies of Bareith and Anfpach for Mecklenburg, Anhalt and Lauffits. ‘This would 
be very advantageous for the King, but it is extremely difficult to bring about. 

The King’s income is about thirty-four millions of Saxon florins, or eighty-nine mil- 
lions of livres *, His civil lift is incredibly and uncommonly fmall. His fir(t minifters 
appointments are 15,000 florins. I know fome privy counfellors in Vienna who have 
more. The ftate of his ambafladors, at the greateit courts, does not amount to more 
than 15,000 florins. The public of Vienna laughed at the Baron Riedefel, the editor 
of the Journey to Greece, for not having from thirty to forty thoufand florins, like the 
imperial miniiter; but he knew very well, that the qualities of a good minifter are not 
to be found in his pocket. Accordingly a long time did not pafs before he gave the 
ton in the beft focieties, and his jealoufy for the honour of his mafter, made feveral of 
the Emperor's minifters afhamed who were much better paid than he was, 
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Silefia is the province of moft confequence after the kingdom of Pruffia. It is only 
half as big as this, but has nearly the fame number of inhabitants, and yields very near 
as much. The Silefian linens are famous all over the world; and the King has ju{t 
opened a trade with Spain for them, which was formerly in the hands of the Ham- 
burghers. ‘They have likewife a large trade for handkerchiefs. The Silefian forefts 
alfo afford a great deal of wood for fhip-building. The Ville de Paris, which was taken 
the 12th of April of this year, was intirely built of Silefian wood. ; 

Having made feveral excurfions into different parts of the Pruifian dominions, I have 
obferved that there is no where fo much poverty as in the two towns of Berlin and Potf. 
dam. This probably it is, which has contributed to bring the country into difcredit 
with foreigners. The high price of the neceffaries of life in thefe two cities, the great 
number of idle people, the fmall pay of many civil and military fervants, the pinching 
way in which many of the fmaller nobility, who muft have their fervants (and often 
their debts) live, and the great luxury of drefs, may be the caufes of this. Upon the 
whole, the country appears to me, though not rich, yet ina ftate fufficiently profperous. + 
The equal diftribution of the coin among{t many people, makes the fum not fo ftriking 
as it is in other places, in which a nobleman covers the poverty of a hundred of his poor 
countrymen by his diffipation. This is not the cafe here; there are no perfons in the 
Pruffian dominions, fome of the large feudal nobles in Silefia only excepted, who pof- 
fefs above thirty thoufand guilders income in landed-eftates. Indeed you cannot find 
more than three houfes which have twenty thoufand florins; but {till the inhabitants 
are upon the whole as remote from extreme poverty as from exceffive riches, and you 
meet with as few beggars here as in any other country in F-urope. There is no ground 
for the affertion of fome travellers, that manufactures donot thrive in this country, for 
I did not fee one city, though ever fo fmall, in which there were not fome flourifhing | 
manufactures. It has indeed been objected to the King, that his fyftem of finance has 
ruined the fair of Franckfort on the Oder; but the trade carried on there was a kind of 
Jewith bufinefs, which might perhaps be profitable to the merchants of the place, but 
was rather hurtful than ufeful to the reft of the country. The fame objection, upon 
the fame narrow grounds, is made to the Emperor, with regard to the fair of Biffen, in 
the Tyrol. : 

With regard to the fciences,‘and literature of all kinds, Berlin is, without a doubt, 
one of the firft cities in the world. It is obliged to the King for this pre-eminence. 
His father was as orthodox and ftiff as the late Emprefs of Germany ; and the Mufes, 
who-without liberty do not live at their eafe, fled from him of courfe. This filly prince 
banifhed the celebrated Wolfe, who certainly was no infidel; but the King had no 
liberal ideas; he confidered every ftudy, except thofe of divinity and finance, as non- 
fenfe and delufions ef the devil, and his treafurer was a greater man in his eyes, than 
Wolfe, Leibnitz, or Newton. The prefent King, who is a true friend of the arts and 
{ciences, has eftablifhed a freedom of thinking in his country, which is not to be met 
with any where out of England. Neither orthodox nor politics reftrain philofophy in 
this country ; but whilft every profeflor at Vienna is teaching that land and people are 
the private property of the monarch, they publith here, without the leaft fear of danger, 
sthat the King is nothing more than a /fadi-hslder, or the firft amongit his fellows. As 
to religion, the Jews openly declare that the Mefliah is not yet come ;. the Catholics, 
that they eat him every day, and that the Pope is the head of all princes; the Protef- 
tants, that the Pope is the wild-beait in the Apocalypfe, and the Whore of Babylon ; 
the Greeks, that there is no Trinity ; the Turks, that Mahomet was a greater prophet 
than either Jefus or Moles; and the whole race of Infidels, that there never has been 
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any prophet at all, All thefe things are confidered as bare fpeculations of the clofet by 
the police; and any prieft, rabbi, or cadi, defiring to make an auto-de-fé, would be the 
firft to occupy a place on his own faggots. ; ; 

‘The King has an academy, which is not compofed of the beft wits to be met with 
here. There are, however, fome men of true merit amongft this generally very indif. 
ferent fet. But Frederick, as has been oberved by feveral of his enemies, has a preju- 
dice in favour of foreigners, and had rather take one of our journalifts * to fill up his 
academy, than any of the German literati. Mr. Pilati has obferved that feveral of the: 
German men of letters would make a better figure in this academy, than. moft of the 
foreigners who are in it. The King does not think fo ; but then it muft be confeffed 
that he’ has given the Germans full revengé on this fubject, by the publication of his 
eflay fur la Literature Allemande, which makes it very evident that he knows nothing at 
all either of their literature or their language. he reafon of this is alfo obvious. 
‘When he began his courfe, German literature was ftill in its infancy, and there ‘pre- 
vailed at Berlin efpecially, a barbarity which muit have vexed him forely. His tafte 
was confequently formed on the French and Italian models; and the company he kept 
in his hours of recreation, confifted only of perfons of thefe nations, In procefs of 
time, light advanced in Germany, but he did not perceive the blaze it made in its pro~ 
grefs. He himfelf wrote and fpoke only in French; and the jefts of the foreign wits 
who furrounded him, and knew no German, increafed his prejudices, both againft a 
language which he could neither fpeak nor write, and again{t a nation which he knew 
only by its dark melancholy humours, and {tiff cut of the clothes for which the inhabi- 
tants of Berlin were remarkable in his father’s time, and which they have not yet intirely 
thrown off. When the fame of German literature increafed, and inconteftible proofs 
of its eminence were offered to be laid before him, it was impoffible for him to enter 
into the beauties of a language which he had always treated as barbarous, and of which. _ 
he could only write and {peak the moft miferable jargon. In order to difcover the 
beauties in any tongue whatever, it is neceffary to be acquainted with its peculiar idiom: 
for it is in this cafe as it is with an ator who fucceeds one that had been the favourite 
of the public. The new aétor may poffefs all that art and nature can beftow upon him, 
fill he will not do enough for general expectation on his firft appearance ; the speCctators 
muft have time to grow familiar with his peculiar pronunciation, his carriage, and a 
number of trifling circumftances, which only hurt him from the comparifon with his 
predeceffor, in whom many things of the fame kind did not make unfavourable impref- 
fions, on account of the habit which people were under of feeing them. The King, 
who never had time enough to fpare from the cares of his ftate, to make himfelf tho- 
xough mafter of the beauties of the language, and to wear away the prejudice he had 
formed againft it, was rather confirmed in his prejudices than fhaken in them, by the 
proofs that were laid before him, of the contrary opinion. It is poflible too that his in- 
{trudtors might not be happy in the choice of the works they took to convince him. 
After all, if we confider that ever fince his acceffion to the throne he has only ufed 
Hterature for a recreation and amufement, we fhall not be very angry with him for his 
averfion to German literati. ‘Ihe ton of the polite world is feldom found united to their 
learning, and their wits are moftly ftunted by the fevere ftudies of their refpective pro- 
feffions. Whiltt in other nations the literati often facrifice their underftanding to their 
genius, thefe always offer up the former at the fhrine of the latter. Hunger and want 
of knowledge of the world render them boorifh and untraétable in focial life, though 


* Reviewera. 


at 


200 RIESBECK’S TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY, 


at the fame time they form the imaginary worlds of which they write, after quite a dif- 
ferent fyftem from what they prattife, and know how to give their writing a polifh 
which they want themfelves. ‘The profeflional countenances of the Dutch literati, and 
the ftudies of the dcaux efprits, which came to the King’s notice, could not recommend 
German literature much to him; doubtlefs the genius of the nation contributed fome- 
thing to the preference he gave the French and Italians. ‘The German genius is dull, 
and though many of their pieces do not abfolutely /#ink of the lamp, yet you may eafily 
oblerve that they have come with difficulty from the authors. In confequence of this, 
they feldom recommend themfelves as fine writers, even when they are moft entertain- 
ing ; for they have not the livelinefs which enables the French and Italians to mark the 
remarkable parts of a thing in a minute, and to give a neatnefs to obfervations often 
paltry enough in themfelves, Religion is alfo in {ome meafure the caufe of this. The 
Proteftants are accuftomed to give too great a preference to the ufeful over the agree- 
able, and as the Catholics, whofe religion gives the fineft {cope to the powers of wit 
and imagination, are in Germany, all plunged in the deepeft barbarity, it is not to be 
wondered at that the King choofes, for his hours of recreation, Italian abbés rather than 
German paftors, who are often much fuperior to them in real knowledge, but who have 
the air of their cathedrals, and are apt to fall into the preaching tone, with which it is 
impoflible that the King fhould be pleafed. The fame thing obtains with refpect to the 
writers of Gernian politics and hiftory. In point of truth, and the knowledge of bare 
facts, they far furpafs the hiftorians and politicians of all other countries, but they do 
not know how to make their heroes fpeak, nor how to give them a beautiful drefs. It 
is certainly better to be true and dry, than falfe and witty ; but truth alfo allows itfelf 
to be joined with wit, which makes it flip down more glibly. The complaints which 
the King makes on this head, in his effay againft his countrymen, /ur la Literature Al- 
lemande, are certainly well grounded ; but his remarks on the fchools, as well as his 
proofs of the want of genius of feveral Dutch writers, are certainly not well chofen. 
The shooting of darts as thick as the arm, and the ring on the finger of Time, have been 
univerfally exploded in Germany for the laft twenty years. As to the fchools, in no 
country in Europe are they fo flourifhing as in the King’s own dominions. The Gers 
mans proceed intirely by rule, and even in things in which they are not calculated to 
improve themfelves, they are able to give the beft directions to others. No nation fur- 
paffes them in eftimating the productions of genius. They have given the belt rules 
how a hiftory is to be written ; which, however, like all the rules'in the univerfe, have 
not yct produced a fingle genius. In the mean time, rules and criticifm of authors, is 
all that hitherto goes forward in the fchools. 

Nothing fo much prevents the progrefs of German genius, as the indifference of the 
Princes of Germany to German literature; but on this account, in my opinion, they 
deferve no reproach: for if they go on as they have begun for fome time, to encourage 
agriculture, to make the arts alive, to improve legiflation and manners, and to pay their 
debts; thefe manly, thefe imperial purfuits, will, as the King well obferves in his eflay 
on German literature, contribute more to the happinefs and glory of the nation, than if 
their poets and hiftorians eclipfed all thofe of old and modern times. This, however, 
is my own private opinion. But when one of the firft princes of Germany reproaches 
his countrymen, as the King of Pruffia has done, for not having produced a Virgil, a 
Horace, a Tully, a Corncille, a Moliere, a Voltaire, and a Taffo, one would think that 
they ought to contribute to the progrefs of tafte and language, and to the developement 
of genius; whereas I met with no court in Germany, in which a foreign diale& did not 
prevail. In all places but Saxony, the immediate followers of the court generally fpoke 
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their mother. tongue wretchedly, nor was their French and Italian jargorlefs miferable. 
No man can make.his way. at either of thefe courts without the French language. In 
moft it is accounted vulgar and unbecoming to {peak your own language ; and yet the 
court is the only place where language can acquire the rounding, and the lightnefs 
which is to diftinguith it from the brogue of barbarians, 

In France and Italy the court contributes moft to the polith of the language ; for it 
is not the writer who makes the language, but words and expreffions mutt have acquired 
the right of denizenfhip in good company, before any author can ufe them without of- 
fence. The jealoufy of {peaking their own language well and with tafte, is an object of 
the fame pride and pleafure to the great folks, (who always affume the tone of the court) 
as the being diltinguifhed in their drefs, their hair, and their demeanour. Even ia 
ce and Rone, yood company, and the butinefs of the ftate, contributed much 
ruore to the forming their languages than the writers, who did not appear till after 
tuoie nations had already acquired a very coufiderable degree of polifh, But upon 
what models are the German writers to form themfelves? On the pulpit? Few peo" 
pie in high life pay any ascotion to whet paifes there. On the courts of juftice? By 
the nonfenfiral law j d the cold and tedious form of fuits? No, no, this can- 
n tribunals, and a Roman adminiftration of juftice, before 
sro can poftibly be expected. As to tranfa@tions with foreigners, which were for~ 
ly a wide field for German eloquence, they are moftly carried on in the French lan- 
guage. There are feveral princes who have their very proclamations written in French, 
and tranflated our of it before they publifh them to their fubjects. The diet of Ratif- 
bon, the only place where the fcattered nations of the empire form an aggregate and 
can confider themfelves as a whole, and where the love of their country, ambition, and 
even national pride, ought to make Demefthenes’, Ciceros, Burkes, and Foxes; this 
celebrated dict is the temple of fleep, infenfibility, filent corruption, the darkeft nonfenfe 
and treachery. All the tranfuctions with foreign minifters, and moft of thofe with the 
minilters of the German courts themfelves, are carried on in French and in the affembly 
of the fates itfelf, every thing is carried on by a fingle yea ; you feldom hear a nay, 
and commonly all is foon brought to a decifion. As to the Emperor’s court at Vienna, 
there isa jargon there, which not one man of letters in ten can underftand 3 Nor is that 
of Wefslar one jot behind it in unintellixiblenc’s. ‘Phe German nation is nowhere 
brought together in a point nor is it accultomed to confider itfelf as one and the {fame 
nation; hence the language can be as liitle tixed as the character is. But if thefe ime 
pediments were once to be removed, {till the German genius would always be kept back 
by want of encouragement. 

‘The fall court cf Weimar is the only one I have yet met with in Germany, where 
the national genius is not left to ftarve ; but in order to feed it, the Duke is forced, by 
the {cantinefs of his income, to make his wits counfellors, fecretaries, and lord high trea- 
furers. Klopftock is perhaps the only poet alive, who fhews any thing like a well un- 
deritood patronage in any of the German princes. In a word, the molt miferable of 
our journalifts will make his fortune fooner at a German court, than the greateft writer 
of the country. ‘There is a vilible proof of this in the ftate of the academy of this 
country. 

Among thénumerous tribe of Hterati of this couatry,.gui ne font rien, pas meme aca 
deniciens, I was made moft happy in the acquaintance of the Jew Moles Mendelfohn, 
Meflrs. Bufching, Teller, Spalding, Nicolai, and Madam Karfchin. 

The firft of thofe is one of the moft remarkable writers in Germany. His works are 
elegant, and his ftyle has a neatne’s, richnefs, and precifion, which muft in time make 
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him claffical. He is at the head of a houfe of trade, and brings out his philofophy as 
he can, He amufes himfelf at his fpare hours with the publication of fracments of his 
{catered op nions. He has ail the elegance in his manner which diftinguifles his writ. 
ings, and it helps him to carry off a corpulent unweildy body. 

Bulching, Teller, and Spalding, are members of the confiftorial court. 

The firft is the greate’ known geographer in Europe. His defcription of Europe 
far furpaffes, in point of accuracy and fullnefs, every thing that has gone before. Geo. 
graphy is a fcience which, from the varicus changes which take place every hour, niuft 
of courfe have many detects ; but I doubt whether it be poflible to do “more than has 
been done by Bufching. Not only his immenfe induftry, which is abfolutely neceflary 
in a work of this kind, but his wonderful acutenefs in the choice of his help-mates, is 
moft admirable. His hiftorical and geographical magazine contains the moft ample ma- 
terials for modern hiftory, particularly that of Rufia, He himfelf is an inexhauftible 
fund of anecdotes of the European courts; nor is there a fingle one amongit them all, 
with whofe circumitances he is not as well acquainted, as if he kept a fervant fed in 
each of them. As he poffeffes a great variety of living languages, none of the geovra. 
phical, political, or hiftorical productions of the age efcape him; the whole world lays 
ever betore him, juft as a part of Switzerland docs before General Pfifler of Lucern, 
who you know has contrived to delineate not only the natural and phyfical (tate of each 
country, but alfo the motions of the men in them. J talked to Bufching of finifhing his 
valuable geography, but he alledged his numerous occupations, which prevent his un 
dertaking the tafk he affe€ted to be delighted with. Icould difeover, however, amidft 
all this, that he is deterred by the difficulties of it; and indeed Afia, Africa, and Ame- 
rica, are not fo eafy to be defcribed as Europe was. I find, however, that he has done 
a great deal towards thefe. 

‘Teller and Spalding are the moft unpricfllike priefts that I know. No foul upon 
God’s earth is in danger of being damned by them for his {peculative opinions. heir 
religion is theoretical and practical philofophy. Both of them are wonderful preachers, 
elegant writers, and deans of churches. Contrary to the generality of proteflant 
teachers, they have comfortable incomes, to which it is probable that they owe much 
of the foftnels and gentlenefs of their manners ; as it is often hunger that makes di- 
vines ill-mannered, rough, and untraétable. 

Ramler is one of the moft amiable poets in all Germany ; and nonce has carried the 
polifh of his verfe fo high as he. He has fomewhat of the fharp and short points of 
Horace, as well as of his nervous and crowded periods. His language is claffical. He 
is profeffor at the cadet {chools, but not in very good circumftances, 

Mr. Nicolai is a prodigy as an original writer, but poffibly {til greater as a compiler. 
His Sebaldus Nothanker is one of the beft German novels; it is quite original, and 
abounds in {triking characters and interefting fituations. As he is a bookfeller, no 
body can find fault with him for regulating his authorthip according to the pounds and 
fhillings it brings in. There is no German writer, except only Wieland, (who, 
notwithflanding his notorious Jew praétices in this branch, has dared to blame him for 
it,) who knows how to drefs his commodities fo well according to the public tafte, and 
to fend them out at a proper time. His own intereft, however, often coincides with 
that of the public, and they run together. Germany is obliged to him for a Literary 
Journal; which, in point of folidity and real merit, has not its equal in Europe. As 
he is only the compiler, there is no being angry with him if a partial review of a book 
now and then flips in; but there are very few of thefe; whereas all the Reviews of other 
mations are, generally {peaking, plots upon the credulity and ignorance of mankind, 

His 
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His converfation is fingularly interefting, as he is poffeffed of a fund of anecdotes of 
German writers, which, if they were to be publifhed, would furpafs every chronicle 
that has hitherto been called fcandalous *. He knows all their clubs, and the fecrets of 
their private houfes. q 

Madam Karfchin is an amiable poetefs. Her tales breathe innocence, foft fenfibiltiy, 
and peace of mind. She is likewife very good company, and the more admirable for 
having made herfelf what fhe is. 

You meet with many women in this place who are well acquainted with the polite 
arts, and belles lettres. Madame Rechlan, among many others I could mention, is an 
excellent German poetefs. 1 was in feveral focieties where all the young women took 
a part in literary converfations. 

There is no country in which you meet with minifters fo enlightened as you do here. 
All the minifters and effective counfellors are chofen men, amongft whom there is hard- 
ly one but would bea wonderful writer in his own line. The prefent Attorney General 
has done more in clearing up the fubject of criminal legiflation, in a fhort pamphlet on 
the fubjeét, than all the folios and quartos in the Beccaria talte put together. The 
minifter Hertfberg, to whom the King’s Effay on German Literature is addreffed, and- 
who takes the part of his countrymen with great warmth, has been diitinguifhed by the 
writing of many, and the publication of {till more excellent ftate-papers. He is an 
excellent minifter, and muft be known to you by his conduct of the difpute on the 
Bavarian inheritance, and the peace of Tefchen. ‘The Chief Juftice Zedlitz has pub- 
lithed fome very exellent remarks on education; and many of the King’s counfellors 
are good writers. If, according to the old proverb, a man is known by his fervants, 
every one muft think highly of the King of Pruffia. 

What principally diftinguifhes the literati of the northern parts of Germany, is their 
acquaintance with the literature of the more cultivated European nations. 1 did not 
meet, either here or in Saxony, with a fingle charaGter of eminence, who was not well 
acquainted with the beft F rench, Englifh, and Italian writers. They are true cof. 
mopolites in literature, and totally void of prejudice, either in favour of the produc- 
tions of their own country, or againft thofe of a foreign growth. I have no where 
met with fuch univerfal and impartial knowledge of the world as there is here, 
‘Lhis is an advantage which neither the Englith, French, or Italians, can difpute with 


them, 


LETTER LIV. 

Berlin. 
OF all the amufements of this town, that which delights me moft at this feafon, is 
the walk in the park on the fouth fide of the Sprey. I have never feen a finer public 
walk. The varied beauties of the woods, alleys, groves, and wildernefs, beggar all 
imagination. It is above three miles round, amd has water fufficient to give it more 
life than there is in the walks of much larger cities. A part of it commands the Sprey. 
It is a pity that they have not carried it over the parade and the royal wood market as 

far as the river, from both banks of which you have very beautiful profpects, 
In this park on a Sunday you fee Berlin in all its glory. It is to the people of this 
place what the Thuilleries are to-Paris, only the mixture of the company is much 
inore (triking, as you find all the populace and all the fine world here. You ride or 


* Mr. Nicolai, greatly to his honour, has declared that they never fhall. 
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walk through without any moleflation. In fome parts of the park you likewife fee 
rows of ladies magnificently drefled, fitting together as in the ‘Thuilleries, and have 
the fame freedom of ftaring them full in the face, and comparing them to one 
another. You alfo meet with moft of the literati of the place at itated times. There 
are refrefhments of every kind provided, nor is there, as at Vienna, a police to pre- | 
vent any amufement ladies and gentlemen may choofe to fall into. 

Thad no oportuniiy of fecing the Royal Opera, which is looked upon as one of the 
beit in Europe, but is {eldom open except in winter; nor is there any theatre here ex- 
cept a very indifferent German one, which is not to be compared with thofe of Vienna 
and’ Munich, ‘The manager, Mr. Dobbelin, has fome very fiimular opinions. He 
places the ftrength of his company in the number of bis actors, and feems to diltribute 
the parts amongit them by lot. I have often obferved that he who plays the fervant is 
much better qualified te play the mafter, who again, was nature attended to, would 
play the fervant. Among fifty a€tors there are hardly four that would be reckoned 
tolerable at Vienna. ‘The wardrobe is of a piece with the reft. I faw two pieccs in 
which modern manners were reprefented, played in Spanith drefles no longer wore. 
Amidft drefles of the fifteen centuries, you often behold a modern one, efpecially 
amongft the women. - The women feldom change their head drefs, though the fcene 
fhould happen to be in India; and yet Mr. Dobbelin makes a great outcry about his 
wardrobe, and the propriety of the cofume. ‘This theatre is fo {mail, that many of the 
{peftators are obliged to take care lelt the clouds of heaven over them fhould be entan- 
gled in their hair. 1 faw trees which were hardly big enough for waiking flicks. Some 
of this great king’s troops are carrion, whom hunger has robbed of all their flefh ; and 
many are hardly able to move their legs and arms, for which want of aétion, the aétreffes 
are accountable, as you may eafily difeover by the found of their voices. Mr. Dob- 
belin’s wages, which are from fix to eight guilders a week, are indeed not calculated to 
give his people a great deal of ftrength. Their forte confequently confilts in fainting 
away, in which art two or three of his women furpafs every thing that I have ever feen 
of the kind. In this they are only excelled by themfelves when they die. Dying is the 
principal bufinefs of every German aétor, and when he knows how to give life to his 
death, like fome great ators I have feen, whofe convulfions began in the feet and ran 
through the whole body, he is {ure of the applaufe of aGerman pit. The tragedy tafte 
which obtains throughout Germany, from the Mediterranean to the Eafiern fea, would 
Jead a foreigner to imagine that the country was made up of ravifhers, houfe-breakers, 
&c. efpecially as the fame cannibal gufto is di/coverable throughout moit of their modern 
romances. 

Though the inhabitants of Berlin, including the garrifon, amount to one hundred 
and forty-two thoufand men, yet it is not able to keep up a good company of players, 
It is entirely owing to want of encouragement that Mr. Dobbelin fuffers half his com. 
pany to ftarve, and plays in a building, which in any other city would be looked upon as 
a barn. In this refpect the city is unique. You will imagine that the officers alone, 
who are conftantly from eight to nine hundred in number, would be fufficient to keep 
up a good theatre; but it isnot fo. In truth this is one of the moft eminent marks of 
the poverty and parfimony of the people of this place. 

A man would not wonder to find the public of all the great cities of the Pruffian mo-” 
narchy difaifected to plays. ‘The great indufiry which they are remarkable for mut 
have this effe& ; but the capital is the rendezvous of all the idles of the country, and 
though the number of them does not amount to that of any other capital, it fhould, one 
would think, be fufficient not to let a couple of dozen of players ftarve. ‘Thefe parti- 
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cularities are to be folved by confidering that the idle, fuppofing them to have their in- 
comes neat and free from incumbrance, are ftill very poor people. This is the natural 
confequence of the wife fyftem of finance eftablifhed by the King. T he induitrious part 
of the public does not feel the dearnefs of the neceflaries of life, which is the confequence 
of the excife and monopoly, becaufe the wages of work are raifed in proportion to them. 
But thofe who live on their rents feel.their whole weight. If therefore they choofe to 
live confiftently, and in fome degree anfwerably to their eftates, the experice of the the- 
atre becomes too weighty an item for their purfes. In a word, the labouring part of 
the public do not go to the play here, becaufe labour makes them fparing ; and the idle 
do not go becaufe they are too poor. 

I know no ftronger mark of diftinétion betwixt the Pruffian and Auftrian character 
than what relates to the theatre. The Pruffian monarchy contains feveral other fine 
cities. In Konigfberg there are upwards of fixty thoufand fouls ; in Breflaw, forty thou- 
fand; Stettin, Magdeburg and Potfdam contain thirty thoufand inhabitants and above ; 
¥rancfort on the Oder, Wefél, Embden, and other cities, have from eighteen to twenty- 
five thoufand inhabitants. A great many have from ten to fifteen thoufand fouls. In alk 
thefe, two companies of players can hardly get ‘enough to keep out hunger. On the 
other hand, throughout Auftria you meet with a theatre in every fmall town. I found 
one at Lintz, at Neuftadt, at St. Polnair, and even at Chreps. The larger cities, as 
Prague, Prefburg, Gratz, Brun, &c- have all ftanding theatres. This difference is not 
owing to the difference of fortunes, for Vienna excepted, which is fattened not only with 
the marrow of the whole monarchy, but with part of that of Germany ; there is much 
more money in the Pruffian, than there is in the Auftrian dominions, though no fingle 
houfe in the former has an income of fifty, one hundred, or even two hundred thou. 
fand guilders. ‘There is an appearance of care amidit the middle claffes of the inhabi- 
tants of the Pruffian towns, of which you can have no idea in the Auftrian monarchy, 
the Netherlands and Lombardy only excepted. The only difference confifts in the 
greater induftry of the Pruffians, and the frugality which is infeparable from it. The 
‘Auttrian cities are full of idlers and fpendthrifts, who are, on the contrary, the {carceft 
commodities in the Pruffian ftates. Befides this, the knowledge and manners to be 
found amidft the inhabitants of the greater part of the Pruffian provinces, put them in 
pofleffion of better pleafures than are to be met with in the tneatre, the dancing booth, 
the cellar, &c. In the fmalleft Pruffian villages you meet with more happinefs, than in 
many large ftates in Auftria; and there is much more good done by private perfons in 
the former, than in any of the latter. 

You have long been defirous I fhould fay fomething to you of the heir of the Pruffian 
monarchy. The common accounts of him are as contradictory as they are ridiculous. 
"There is a German journalift who has been fhamelefs enough to declare that the King 
has purpofely neglected the Prince’s education, in order that the fhades of his future go- 
vernment may make his own adminiftration more glorious. It is impoflible to revile ei- 
ther the King or Prince with lefs femblance of truth, The Prince of Pruffia is not only 
particularly well educated, but the King fecks every opportunity in his power to attach 
him to his fyitem of government. ‘The warmth of his temperament betrayed him into 
fome amorous excefles in his youth ; but he is now much more ftaid and fober. Ac- 
cording to the teftimony of the King himfelf, who praifes no man upon flight grounds, 
he is a great general ; and all the people here, who know him at all, affure me that he 
is likewife a great ftate{man. He loves the arts and fciences, and what ought to recom- 
mend him to the notice of the German reviewers, thinks much more favourably of Ger~ 
man literature than his great uncle. He has been reproached with being referved, and 
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not knowing any thing of friendfhip. This was a confequence of his former excefles, 
which naturally rendered him diffident whom he trufted or admitted to be witnefs of his 
irregularities ; but it is alfo a proof that the King had always a watchful eye over his 
education, All this, however, is much changed within the courfe of a few years, and = 
his ¢ cter has opened itfelf fo much to his advantage, as to render him worthy of 
amongft the greateft princes, who, by a kind of miracle, of which hiftory affords 
nie other example, have within a century raifed the Pruffian Kingdom from almoft no. 
thing to be one of the moft terrible ftates in Europe. 

The only thing which makes the Praffian patriots at all apprehenfive of a change, is 
a little love for magnificence, and rather too unlimited a generofity. It is true that 
thefe are moft formidable failings in a monarchy, which, like the Fruffian, is built only 
upon fimplicity and frugality, and has no other {trength bat that which arifes from the 
exacteft ceconomy. But the King, who is better acquainted with this than any body 
elfe, and has ever been a more caretul father, both of the Prince and country, than jour- 
naliits think, has frequently made him feel, by experience, the bad confequences of the 
want of proper frugality; and though the Prince fhould not, during his uncle’s life. 
time adopt his fyftem of ceconomy, he will not fit half a year upon the throne after his 
death without being convinced that he muft adopt it. The Pruffian flate isa piece of 
clock-work, which ftands ftill as foon as one wheel is impaired; and the Prince has 
wifdom, alacrity, and honour fufficient to give ear to the prefling voice of neceflity, and 
not to let the country fink through his indolence. 

‘The incomes of the Pruilian princes and princefles are by no means fo feantyas peo. 
ple are generally taught to believe. Every prince has 50,000 rubles per annum {ettled 
on him as foon as he comes of ‘age, and the King’s brother, as well as the hereditary 
prince, have befides, incomes arifing from eftates and places. Prince Henry has nearly 
400,000, and the hereditary prince at leaft 350,000 livres annually to depend upon. 
Neither of them are able to make the year mect on their incomes. ‘But in cafes of ne~ 
ceflity the King is as free of his affitance, as of his brotherly and paternal advice. He 
has a fpecial art in mixing advice and admonition with the money he at any time be- 
ftows, , At the fame time there is not a better pay-mafter in the world, nor is there an 
inftance of his having cheated any individual of a penny in his accounts with them. 

cannot conclude this fubje& without giving you fome more anecdotes of this in ges 
neral fo much miftaken monarch. I fhall not repeat any of the {tories which are pub. 
licly known of him, and do him as much honour as a private man, as his exploits do as 
a monarch. What I have to communicate to you relates to his treatment of perfons 
with whom he had reafon <o be diflatisfied, which will fhew you at once both how little of 
the defpot he really hasin him, and how well he underftands the art of infinuating him - 
{clf into the cabinets of the feveral European princes, and making himfelf matter of their 
moft important fecrets. 

1 am acquainted with two perfons who have long been employed by the King in mat- 
ters of the greateft importance. ‘They are both of them adventurers of the firt clafs, 
‘Phe one pofleffes fome talents, which however are more fhining than tubftantial, as his 
knowledge is too much confined to his own affairs, and he does not know the connec. 
tion of them with political circumftances. ‘Che other had not hands fufficiently clean, 
but his corruption has arifen more from diflipation, than nature or culpable habit. Both 
having been deteCted in impofing upon the King, there came to them fecret advice from 
a third hand, and they difappeared from Berlin at different times. The affair at that 
time made no further noife. It happened that both had it afterwards in their power to 
ferve the King, the one at the Eaftern Sea, and the other at the Lower Rhine. All thofe 
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who have at any time been in clofe connedtion with the King, even when they quarrel 
with him, preferve an affection for his fervice in their breafts, which fhews more than 
any thing elfe, that the King is not the tyrant he is reprefented to be. ‘ 

The abundant love for his fervice, which was more a confequence of true regard and 
friendfhip than of felf-intereft, induced the fugitives to write the King word that there 
were things on the fpots where they were, in which they could be of fervice to him. 
‘Phis happened at different times, and the cireumftances had nothing to do with each 
other. The King accepted their offers, rewarded them according to their fervices, and 
though he fent them many letters, fome of which I have feen, let fall never a word of 
their former mifdeeds. So far from it, there were marks in feveral of the letters, that 
he wifhed to banifh the remembrance of them from his memory as faftas poflible A 
full more extraordinary thing is, that one of the men has been returned this three years, 
and has often had occafion to converfe with the King, without having heard a fyllable 
from him that could lead, even in the moft round-abcut way, to the old flory. 

Some anecdotes which I have been told here, and do not recolle& to have feen in 
print, fhew that this treatmeut of the two adventurers did not arife from any regard to 
felf-intereft, but was the refult of the opinions which the King entertains of human na- 
ture. ‘he prefent minifter , was a major in the Jatt Silefian war. As he had 
confeffedly great military talents, the King made him adjutant to General Hilfer, who 
was as brave as his own fword, but was no deep thinker. ‘This was done in confe- 
quence of the ufual cuftom ; for when a dangerous expedition is in hand, Frederick 
always employs perfons with iron bodies, who are ufed to run without fearing 
again(t any wall he fends them; bat then he always places an adjutant behind 
them, to give them the direction. The major did his duty, and the King was well 
pleafed with him, and exprefled himfelf fo. The next thing you would imagine would 
have been preferment ; but this did not follow; for the gentleman had too much falt 
in his compofition, and had happened to make fome obfervations rather too warm on 
the King’s operations. hefe came to his ears, and made fuch an impreflion on him, 
that he found an opportunity of letting the gentleman know that his actions were more 
pleafing than his criticifms. ‘he major now thought that all hopes of his promotion 
were at an end for ever, he therefore retired to a provincial town, and gave himfelf up 
to philofophical purfuits, like a man who had nothing more to hope from the court. 
After acertain time had elapfed, the King bethought himfelf of enquiring forhim. He 
was told that he was ftudying politics and finance for his amufement. On this the King 
let him wait a Little while longer, and then promoted him to a confpicuous poft in the 
province, where having had oceafion to diftinguifh himfelf, he was finally cailed to the 
miniltry, nor has there ever been the leaft hint given of what had pafled between him 
and the King. 

Quintus Icilius had once been treated very rougiily in confequence of one of his pub- 
lications, by a gentleman who was difpleafed, and took the liberty of writing with yreat 
freedom again{t him. A little while after, having occafion to publifh again, he afked the 
King’s permiffion to do it. “1 have nothing to fay to thefe matters,” replies te mo- 
march, ‘you muft afk Mr. » your reviewer’s leave.” This nettled Quintus Ici- 
lius, whofe weak fide was the pride of authorfhip 5 and he fhewed his refentment by ab- 
fenting himlelf for a few nights from the King’s fuppers. When the King imagined his 
author’s pride was a little cooled, he fent him word that he had heard with pleafure that 
he was well again, and hoped to fee him at the ufual feafon. Quintus accordingly at- 
tended, and not a look or queftion paffed which could put him in the leatt diftrefs. On 
the contrary, the King converfed with him with a famiharity and good-humoured plea- 
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who was a man of the world, and loved mankind's well as he underftood them. There 
are many other ¢raits of the fame kind, which fhew how different the King of Pruffiais 
in every thing from a Sultan, . 

Whilft the Pruffian adminiftration is thus generally mifunderftood 3 whilft the very 
courts who endeavour the moft exaétly to imitate the operations of Frederick, cannot 
enter at all into the fpirit of his adminiftration, and commonly either take that for an 
end which is only a means; or for want of thought make thofe parts of their govern. 
ment myfterious, which he renders the moft open to every man’s infpeGion who choofes 
to look upon them ; whilft, in fine, moft of the other powers of Furope have not fenfe 
enough to think of learning his fy&em of government ; fhe is perfe@ly acquainted with 
the conftitution, adminiftration, and the external circumftances of every power in Eu. 
rope, the fmalleft and moft apparently infignificant not excepted. He knows France 
better than our whole miniftry put together. 1 have Been aflured from good authority, 
that for many years patt four perfons have travelled at his expence throughout our feyeral 
provinces, in order to give him accurate information of the population, the agriculture, 
the exports, and particularly the manufactures of the country. | know for a certainty 
that by this means he knows the Auftrian provinces better than they are known at Vik. 
enna itfelf, The anecdote mentioned in the Difcours prelimizaire, éf the book entitled 
Grande Ta@iqueet Maneuvres des Guerres faivaut les pr de Sa Majjié Pruffiene, 
of the Pruflian ambaffador at Paris, Lord Maz thaii, having in vain endeavoured to open 
the eyes of our minifter for foreign affairs with regard to the affairs of Rafiia, is founded 
ona faét. Nor is this the only opportunity our minifters have lott by their prefump- 
tion of being taught by the King what might have been advantageous to the country 
they pretended to govern. It cannot indeed be denied that the emiffaries which he em. 
ploys to come at the fecrets of foreign courts, often make ule of ways and means by which 
honour comes fhort home. When, for in{tance, the partition of Poland wes in agita- 
tion, the papers of a-private fecretary of a certain cabinet were procured ina manne 
which much hurt the bonds of private friendthip ; not only fo, but there was an auda- 
city ufed which far furpafles all idea. Without attempting to apologize for fuch things, 
I can only fay, that as they are artifices which all the courts of Europe allow themfelves, 
none is fo fuccefsful in them as the King of Prutfia, as there is no monarch who has 
fuch trufty and acute fervants as he has. ‘The adtivity, fidelity, and fecrecy with whic 
all his matters are managed, are the caufes why the Pruffian ambafladors in all courts 
make fuch hort proceffes, and commonly arrive at their conclufions when other minif 
ters firft begin to reafon, to conjecture, and to combine. That cabinet which thinks to 
carry on any important thing in which the King of Pruffia is concerned, without hig 
coming at the knowledge of it, is much miftaken. In the prefent tranfaGtions of the 
courts of Peterfburgh and Vienna with regard to the Porte the King of Pruffia has 
fprung fome mines which have opened him the doors of the two cabincts. He told the 
Jefuits of their fall two years before it happened ; but they believed not in him, and 
imagined themlelves to be much greater prophets. 

Upon the whole, the ftrength of the King of Pruflia confifts partly in the knowledge 
of his own {trength, and partly in that he has of the ftrength of his rivals, There is a 
double advantage jn this, arifing from the underftandings of the latter being as unfteady 
and variable as tho fe of the King and his minifters are plain and precife. Want of un- 
derftanding is the mother of pride, which leads us to the greateit political errors, and 
makes us defpife our enemies, to our great lofs. ‘This blindnefe it was which, as the 
King well obferved, carried Auftria into Silefia, and Great Britain into America. He 
himfelf is fure never to fall into fuch a fnare, as his felf-love never blinds him. Asa 
proof of this, obferve the remarkable difference there is between Auftrian and Pruffian 
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ftate-papers. In the former the writers always endeavour by all means, and often in the 
midit of vifible marks that they themfelves know better things, to trumpet forth the 
power of Auftria, and leffen that of Pruffia. The latter, on the contrary, even when 
they are at war with Aultria, fpeak in the higheft terms of its greatnefs; nor is there 
an inftance of a Pruffian’s having given himfelf the trouble in a public writing, to make 
the preatnefs of his country more thanit is. They ufe plam fa¢ts and arguments, with- 
out the leaft exeggeration. A very itrong diftinctive charaéter this of the two coun- 
tries. In the midft of the Bavarian war, whilft Auftriin writers ufed to fet forth that the 
King of Pruffia was obliged to enter into fome war to pay his army, whom he could 
otherwife neither clothe nor feed; the Pruffian minifters only obferved in their ftate-, 
papefs, how inconceivable it was that fo high and mighty a power as the Houfe of Aul- 
tria, a power fo jultly formidable to all the neighbours round, fhould feek to make itfelf 
ftill greater by the depreflion of an old monarch, from whom it had fo little danger to 
apprehend. In a word, the Pruffian kingdom is governed by rule, and the greateft part 
of the reft of the world by opinion. 


LETTER LV. . 
Hamburgh. 

THE body, my deareft brother, feels itfelf as much worfe in all the parts of North 
Germany, than it is in the fouthern ones, as the mind feels itfelf better. . On this fide 
the Erts-mountain, the inns, roads, poft-waggons, and all that relates to travelling, are 
the very beft poffible ; on the other the inns are not a jot better than the Spanith ones. 
‘The roads are like the Hungarian, and inftead of poft-chaifes, they have a kind of large 
farmer’s waggon, without cover or window, in which the paffengers lay along the ftraw 
like fwine, and are expofed to all the inclemencies of the weather. On the other hand, 
here you meet with the beft company every where; there is hardly a village fo fmall 
but what has manufactures, collections of the arts, and libraries ; befides which, every 
parifh-prieft in the country has more knowledge of mankind, than many a courtier in 
the fouth of Germany. . 

Nature has likewile made a great difference with refpeé to the phyfical appearance 
of the two parts of Germany. Saxony, which is the beft northern province for natural 
fruitfulnefs of country, {till bears no comparifon with Bohemia, Auftria, Bavaria, and 
Suabia, and the hills of Brandenburg, Pomerania, and Mecklenburg, are not nearly of 
the fame value as thofe of the fame fize in the fouth. : 

The dutchy of Mecklenburg is as large as the dutchy of Wirtemberg. The latter 
has five hundred and fixty thoufand inhabitants, and its prince enjoys a revenue of two 
millions of rix dellars; the former hardly two hundred and twenty thoufand men, and 
a revenue of not more than four hundred thoufand rix dollars, of which the Schwerin 
line enjoys three, and that of Strelitz one part. Notwithftanding this much larger po- 
pulation, the duchy of Wirtemberg could nourifh all the inhabitants of Mecklenburg 
with its fuperfluity. On a calculation, we fhould find that the dutchy of Wirtemberg 
has five or fix times the natural riches of that of Mecklenburg, notwithftanding ‘the 
more advantageous fituation of the latter on the fea. F 

With regard to picturefque appearance of country, there is much more beauty and 
variety in the dutchy of Mecklenburg than in the mark of Brandenburg ; though you 
meet with no hills properly fo called: in either, for the things which they dignify with 
the name of hiils, throughout this whole country, are no other than mole-hills when 
compared to true hills. ‘There are however in Mecklenburg, feveral very pretty land. 
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fcaper, where foft hills beautified with great varieties of woods; meadows covered with 
corn, and littie cottages furrounding fmall lakes, make a very fine picture. 

The Mecklenburg farmers are a very ftrong and healthy race of men. Their curling 
white hair reminds the traveller of the old Germans, who heretofore contributed to the 
Roman luxury that aurea celaries which, on the head of a thin boned, fallow-faced, and 
coughing young fenator, muft have been the greateft fatire on the corruption of Rome, 
in the eyes of thinking men. Almofft all the farmers in Mecklenburg are flaves ; but 
their fates are not fo hard as they feem, as the nobility are humane, enlightened, and 
good-natured. They, as well as the burgefles of certain cities, enjoy a freedom here 
which has long been loft in the Upper Germany. The Duke of Mecklenburg and the 
Bledtors of Saxony, are the moft limited princes of the empire ; nor have any decrees 
of the imperial court, which they have brought forward in their feveral contentions with 
their ftates, yet been able to humble their nobility, whofe jealoufy of the power of their 
governors fometimes amounts to an almoft ridiculous excels. 

The dukes obtained at the treaty of Tefchen, in return for having given up their 
claims on the marquifate of Leuchtenberg, the famous Jus de non appellando, in conte- 
quence of which no law-fuits can be carried out of their own courts to the tribunal of 
the empire. ‘hey thought by this to have gained a prodigious advantage over their 
tates; but thefe protefted againft this privilege, as being inimical to their liberties, and 
the affair is not yet determined. Probably the dukes will maintain themfelves in the 
pofleflion of a privilege poffefled by few except the electors, and by this means obtain 
‘real dominion in their countries. 

‘When L tell you men of the great world, that there is very good company to be met 
sith on the banks of the Lokenils, the Stor, the Rekenils, the Warne, and feveral other 
rivers, which though you have never heard them mentioned in your lives, are not only 
as true rivers as the Somme, the Scheld, the Sambre, but in many parts of them navi- 
gable rivers too; you will think that my tafte muft meeds have fuffered great corrup- 
tion from the grofs air of Germany. I can affure you, however, that-if by a ftroke of 
a magic wand you could be taken out of your perfumed beds, and without breathing a 
drachm of German air, be tranfported into a circle of Mecklenburg noblefic, you would 
find the fociety very agreeable. It is true you meet there no academicians, no abbés, 
no virtuofi, no journalifts, no players, nor any of the charaéers which contribute fo 
much to enliven your fociety. But on the other hand, natural found underftandings 
and good hearts give the converfation a flronger and more fubftantial relifh than all 
your anecdotes and biforiettes de cour, your comedies, brechures, and ail the other arti- 
ficial ragouts—with which you mix fo much aflafoetida. 

I have feen no nobleffe happier, or more hofpitable than that of Mecklenburg,. 
efpecially that in and about Guftrow. Nor are they fo unacquainted with the refine- 
ments of life, and the great world, as you may imagine. ‘The tables are wonderfully 
well covered, and you may vifit many perfons who are very well acquainted with the 
life of courts. Literature is found among all ranks who are above the populace. The 
women know nothing of what is commonly called ton. ‘They have none of that boldnefs 
and impcrioufnefs, nor yet any thing of the defire of conqueft of our country-women 5 
they are gentle, and attentive to their children, {till and bafhful; but all that they fay is 
fo naif and hearty, that the wit of our moft famous country-women appears loathfome 
and flat to me when compared to it. I was not at all furprifed to find the prefent war 
much the fubjet of converfation throughout the whole of my tour. ‘The nation take a 

natural concern in it, both on account of the troops they let out, and from their having 
been for feveral centuries very warlike themfelves. No wonder that under incl cit. 
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cumftances more than a hundred news papers fhould not be fufficient to fatisfy their hun. 
ger after news. But what I cannot fo readily explain is, the amazing partiality of the 
Germans for the Englifh. “You hardly meet with one German out of a hundred who is 
on our fide. The Mecklenburghers efpecially have a fondnefs and veneration for our 
enemies which approaches to fuperftition. 1 was in many places where they gave little 
Jetes whenever the god with two trumpets, the one before and the other behind, fpread 
reports favourable to the Englifh. _ It is true indeed that there is fomething great in the 
heroic deeds and character of the Englifh, which naturally leads the opinion of mankind 
towards them. But it isnot only in what relates to war that the Germans are holtile to 
us. ‘They look upon our government as the excefs of defpotifm, and confider us as 
tricking and treacherous people. You know that this is the diredt oppofite of the cha- 
racer we give ourfelves, and indeed of that which is given us by fome other nations 
whom we have made our friends by our franknels and honefty ; but it is the projectors 
and adventurers, who being caft out by France, have attempted to make their fortunes 
in Germany, that have raifed this prejudice againft us; for which reafon I could not 
forgive the Germans their judging fo unfavourably of us from fuch fpecimens, if I did 
not know that we are equally unjuft towards them, and are apt to confider the baron, 
who often makes a ridiculous figure in Paris, with his embroidered coat, and embroi- 
dered veft, as a model of the German nobility. Upon the whole, different nations mutt 
forgive each other their prejudices, and it is eafy to forgive them when, as it is in Ger- 
many and France, they do no hurt to individuals, however they. may affect national 
pride. In England, Holland, and fome other countries, they are often attended with 
fatal confequences to individuals, and are therefore not to be forgiven. 

‘The firlt appearance of the free imperial city of Hamburg is very difgufting and ugly. 
Mott of the ftreets are narrow, clofe, and black, and the populace in them is fierce, 
wild, and, generally {peaking, not very clean. As foon however, as a man has made his 
way into the principal houles, he begins to conceive a more favourable opinion of the 
town. Inthe houtcs of the rich merchants you fee talte, cleanlinefs, magnificence, and 
at times even profufion. The Hamburghers are the firlt proteftants I have feen, who 
have continued good catholics in the material points of eating and drinking.. ‘Their 
tables are even better than thofe of the people of Vienna, Gratz, Prague, and Munich, 
whom heretofore I have defcribed to you as fuch commendable proficients in the art of 
the Apicii ; nor is there a place in the world where they have fo many refinements on 
the fenfual pleafures as is in this. hough in few parts of Germany gardening is in 
as flourithing a ftate asit is here, yet they are not contented with the wonderful vegeta- 
bles which their own country affords, but import many fpecies of them from England, 
Holland, and various parts ot Germany. This is owing to fafhion, which has afhixeda 
preference to the vegetables which come from thefe countries. They get together from 
Eaft, Welt, North, and South, what every country produces peculiar to itfelf and coftly 
for the table. But it would far exceed your belief was I to lay before you an exact 
picture of the way of living here. You may however form to yourfelf fome idea of it, 
when I tell you that it is the cuftom in great houles. to give a particular wine with every 
dith. According to the eftablifhed courles of good houfekeeping, Burgundy, Cham- 
paigne, Mulaga, Port and Mofelte, have each their different difh to which they belong ; 
fo that when the meat is ferved up for which nature, according to the opinion of the 
Hamburghers, has deftined each particular wine, there is always frefh glaffes fet on. 
With young green beans, which is a dith of fome ducats, and new herrings, a difh which 
colts a guilder, the Hamburghers commonly drink nothing but Malaga wine; and Bur- 
gundy is the ftanding vehiculum of green peafe. Oyfters mutt of all neceflity {wim in 
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Champaigne; and the coftly falt meats admit of no other convoy than Port and Ma. 
deira. You muft not think that this takes place only on feftivals; by no means; it is 
the daily food of the rich; and their way of living is adapted in every thing to this. 

Iam foon to make fome vifits in the country houfes near town, which are out of all 
number. FEquipages, furniture, play tables, every thing, in a word, is anfwerable to the 
expence of the table. Few aflemblies of Parifian people of fafhion, are more brilliant 
than the parties who meet in villas here, and they hardly play as high. Thofe who can 
afford to fpend no more than twenty or thirty thoufand livres a year, rank among the 
middling clafs, and though they are all obliged to fupport themfelves by their own in- 
duftry, and that there is fcarce any nobility with a ftated revenue to be met with, there 
are many families who fpend from forty to fifty or fixty thoufand livres a year in their 
houfekeeping. 

Notwith(tanding all this love of good eating, the mind is not oppreffed and borne 
down by the body here as it is in the fouthern parts of Germany. ‘the Hamburghers 
of the higher clafs are {till more jovial, more happy, more converfible, and more witty, 
than the Saxons. You meet here with many literati of the firft clafs. Natural hiftory 
particularly flourifhes much, and is held in high eftimation. It was a Hamburgher who 
gave Linnaus the fundamental ideas of his Sy/ema Nature. As moft of the young 
people are fent abroad to form trading connections in the feveral ports of London, Pe- 
terfburg, Calais, Bourdeaux, &c. in all which the Hamburghers have houfes, a ftranger 
is fure to meet with fome pcople who are acquainted with his native country. ‘The 
Hamburghers upon the whole are great travellers, which renders the fociety of this 
place particularly lively and animated. 

The women of this place are handfome, genteel, and freer in their manners than they 
generally are in proteftant countries; particularly there obtains a vivacity which a man 
is not ufed to look for in the north, and is a ftrong contraft to the aldermannic gufto of 
Holland. Doubtlefs the good eating occafions this. 

One of the great pleafures of this city arifes from the Alfterflufs. Jt comes from the 
north, almoft through the middle of the city, and forms a lake in it, nearly eight hun- 
dred paces in circumference. In a fummer evening this lake is almoft covered over 
with gondolas, which have not fuch a melancholy afpeét as the Venetian ones. Thele 
are filled with family or other parties, and have often boats in attendance upon them 
with mufic. ‘The whole has an aftonithing good effect, which is {till greater from there 
being a much-frequented public walk by the lake; the livelinefs of which correfponds 
very pleafingly with that. of the people on the water. 

Near the city there are fome villages on the Elbe called the Four Lands, which are 
alfo in fummer a notable rendezvous of pleafure. ‘The farmers who live in thefe villages 
are in very good circumftances, and take a prodigious fum of money from the town, 
for their excellent vegetables, particularly for their green peafe. Every day during the 
{ummer you meet here with parties from the city, who are as confpicuous for their gen- 
teel appearance, as for their excefs in cating and drinking. The farmers’ daughters are 
very pretty, and their drefs the hardfomelt I have yet feen amongft this clafs of beings. 
They allure the young men of the city to their cots; and many quarter themfelves here 
under the pretence of a milk diet, but in fa& to be near their {weethearts. 

Thefe above mentioned four villages fupply the town with vegetables, butter, milk, 
hay, and many other things of the kin¢d—alfo with muit of the women of pleafure, and 
molt of the fpinners. 

The city of Altona, which ltes at no grecat diftence from this town, alfo affords this 
people many opportunities of amuiing theméelves. The King of Denmark, who from 
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a jealoufy of Hamburg, endeavours by every means in his power to make this place 
flourifhing, appears to have it in his head to hurt the brothels and inns of the city, as 
well as the trade. Through his care Altona has, in a fhort {pace of time, from a {mall 
village, become a town of thirty-five thoufand inhabitants, amongft whom, however, to 
fpeak freely, there are far too many rafcals. ; 
‘She country round about Hamburg, though a flat, is extremely pleafant ; the vari- 
ous and flourifhing agriculture gives it a very gay appearance ; the water, however, 
contributes much to the beauty. The river conduces extremely to the advantage of” 
this city, which by taking the laf toll, has almoft an illimited command over it. It isa 
mile and three quarters broad at Hamburg, and forms feveral iflands, on which they 
make parties of pleafyre. The afpeét of this mighty river, always well filled with 
fhips, and in feveral parts containing very rich iflands, has a great deal of majefty in 
it. Tis a pity that you enjoy this magnificent profpect only from a few houfes in the 
city. 
Tisueiiitianding the quantity of water, and low fituation, the air of the place is ex-- 
tremely good; this is owing to the cleanfing it receives from the ftrong winds which 
blow upon it from all quarters. The north wind is very dangerous to the city, it 
impedes the courfe of the ftream, and occafions many inundations which frequently 
fill the lower parts of the houfes with water, and do a great deal of mifchief. to the: 
country around, : 


LETTER LVI. 
; Hamburg. . 

HAMBURG is without comparifon the moft flourifhing commercial city in all Ger- 
many. Except London and Amfterdam, there is hardly a port in which you fee con- 
ftantly-fo n:any fhips as you do here. The prefent bufinefs confilts in great part of 
commiffion and carrying ; but the proper and folid trade of the inhabitants is hkewife 
very confiderable, ‘Lheir principal trade is driven with Spain and France; and they 
gain confiderabiy by the exchange with the former. Hamburg has hitherto fupplied 
Spain with mot of its linens; it alfo fupplies it with large quantities of iron, copper, « 
and other articles which the north produces. ‘The Pruffians, Danes, Swedes, and Ruf- 
fians give themfelves a great deal of trouble to be the carriers of their own commodities 
to Spain; but it is extremely. difficult to turn trade out of an old channel, and many of 
the merchants of the north find the carrying trade of Hamburg too convenient, and in. 
part, alfo too proiitable to them, for the prefent proprietors to be in any great danger of 
lofiag this channel of trade. The fums advanced {tay too long at Cales, and when a 
country cannot pay itfelf in the commodities of that it trades with, the trade with Spain 
is very troublefome. At prefent Hamburg is always in debt to Spain, for except in 
time of war, (when materials for fhip building, ammunition, &c. make fome difference) 
it carries more things out of the country than it furnifhes. Another reafon why that 
part of the northern exports will always go through the hands of the Hamburghers is, 
that they can pay for them quickly and regularly ; whereas the waiting for the fhips 
from the Havannah, without the return of which the Spanifh trade cannot go on, often 
puts the northern merchant to inconveniencies. , 

Sugar cane is the. great article which goes from Spain to Hamburg, by which the 
latter gains great {ums. No nation has hitherto been able to vie with the Hamburghers : 
in boiling and refining fugars.. The trade for, thefe articles extends through all Ger- 
many, Poland, and a great part of the north. Other important articles which Ham. 
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burg takes from Spain, and with which it drives a very confiderable trade in the north, - 
are wine, falt, fruit and the like. Befides all thefe, manufactures of handkerchiefs, rat- 
teens, and ribbons, apothecaries’ drugs, and the fifhery form a very confiderable part of 
the trade of the country. ‘There is no place in the world which contains finer and more 
cunning Speculators than this does; no circumftance or moment favourable to a fingle 
article efcape them. ‘The prefent war has brought them in aftonifhing fums. 

‘The enlightened and patriotic governors of this place omit nothing which can cen- 
tribute to the extenfion of trade. Some years ago the profpect of advantage to their 
fellow citizens made them attempt to open a trade for them on the coaft of Barbary ; 
the Dutch were immediately jealous of this, and made the King of Spain believe that 
the Hamburghers furnithed the Saracens with implements of war: the King, in confe- 
quence, made feveral orders, which have {lopped the channel to the prefent merchants, 
whom however he cannot prevent from a much more profitable commerce with bis own 
fubjects. 

This ftate is furrounded on all fides by mighty rivals, of whom, however, the induftry, 
cunning, and liberty of the inhabitants ever get the better. The Danith government 
omits nothing that can hurt the country 5 nay it often feeks to hurt it without any prof- 
peét of advantage to itfelf. One of the favourite projects of the Danith minifters is to 
unite the Ealt Sea to the German Ocean, by a canal joined to the Eyder. This would 
give a death ftroke to the commerce of Lubeck and Hamburg; but the government 
and the intelligent part of the country are as eafy about this, as they would be if his 
Danifh Majefty was to order a canal to be dug in Greenland, On the other fide, the 
King of Pruflia had, by his terrible taxes, cut off the communication of this country 
with Saxony by the Elbe, which was a fevere ftroke to both countries. What did the 
wife government here do? It entered into a treaty of commerce with Hanover and 
Brunfwick, and laid the plan of a road between Saxony and this place. ‘This foon con- 
vineed the King of Pruflia that his toll on the Elbe would be ruined fooner than the 
trade between Hamburg and Saxony, and forced him to lower it accordingly. Still 
however i: is too high for the Saxons and Hamburghers, but muft continue for fome 
time within tolerable bounds. ° 

Notwithftanding all the impediments caft in the way of it, the trade of this country 
has been continually gaining ground during this century. No doubt, the immediate 
caufes have been the improvements in agriculture, the increafe of population, and the 
greater approaches towards luxury, made by the inhabitants of the north. — Liberty 
alone would however in time have been fuflicient to have removed many of the hind- 
rances which hoftile neighbours fought to put in the way of the trade. Whilft the 
neighbouring powers were increafing their excife and cuitom-houfe duties, and by fo 
doing {topping up fo many channels of commerce to their fubjects, here they were’ 
opening every door both of exports and imports ; and inftead of leeking to raife, were 
inventing every poffible method to diminith the taxes, ‘This illimited freedom of trade 
is of a piece with the fpirit of the conttitution and of the city, and was the only means 
which the wife governors of it could hit upon to raife the flate. But if the ftate had 
not been a fingle independant city, as the luxury which fupports a free trade could not 
have been kept up but at the expence of the country, the illimited freedom would have 
been very diladvantageous to the country belonging to it. The politicians of this place 
are in the right when they maintain that iilimited liberty of trade is the foundation of 
‘the well-being of their country; burt they are in the wrong for blaming, as they all do, 
the Pruffian fyitem of excife, as a mad fyftem, equally deftructive to the country and 


people. ‘There is a great difference between a fingle independant city and a great flate. 
That 
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That commerce which enriches the Hamburghers, makes feveral of the Holiteiners 
and Mecklenburghers poor, by taking fo much money from them for coffee, fugar, 
Wine. Sec. and it would foon ruin the King of Proffia’s beft provinces, juit as the flou- 
rifhing trade of Dantzick has too much contributed to the impoverifhing of the wide 
extended kingdom of Poland. Jf Hamburg had a large extent of country, it would 
foon find the bad confequences of an illimited freedom of trade, efpecially, if like the 
leaders of other republics, its governors would not prefer the inhabitants of the country 
to thofe of the city. In the mean time, the bafe clamour of foreign and domeftic mer- 
chants, by neither of whom the King of Pruffia would fuffer his fabjects to be plundered, 
has made him be reputed a tyrant by Mr. Wraxall, and writers of his amp. 

"The fortunes of the inhabitants of this country are in a conftant itate of fluctuation. 
The expenfivenefs of living is the reafon that there are very few rich houfes; you can 
hardly find any that has been fifty years in the fame ftyle of fplendour. The immenfe 
profits of this grand commercial country are fo well divided, that you cannot meet with 
above five perfons who poffefs a million; but the number of houfes which have from three 
to fix hundred thoufand guilders is extremely great. But then as foon as a merchant 
makes one hundred thoufand guilders, he mult have his coach and country houfe. His 
expences keep pace with his income, {fo that the leaft blow brings him back to poverty; 
from which, however, the flighteft labour will extricate him again. Hamburg is truly 
fingular as a commercial city, in this refpect, for you meet init with perfons who have 
been bankrupts three or four times, and yet have returned to riches. ‘I'he man who has 
an income of from two to three hundred thoufand florins, and makes more fhew with 
it, both in his trade and houle-keeping, than many Amfterdamers who have many mil- 
lions, lofes in a moment his country houfe, his houfe in town, his palace, his warehoufe, 
his coach and gardens, and begins again as a broker; but hardly are his old eftate and 
country houfe fold off, than he has another eftate, buys another country houfe, is able 
to drive through the town with two prancing Holfteiners before him, and has his gar- 
den, his coach, his gambling box,—till, heigh preito! he is a broker again. ‘The inex- 
plicable facility of making ule of one’s money, renders the Hamburgher here too bold; 
fo that he does more bufinefs. with fifty thouland florins, than a Dutchman will do with 
two hundred thoufaud; but then he is more expofed to reverfe of fortune than the 
Dutchman is. However the fecurity he is under of not being obliged to beg in his old 
age, renders him quite carelefs. ‘Phere are, indeed, no where fo good retreats for bank- 
rupts as there are here. If broken merchants do not choofe to turn brokers and try 
their luck afrefh, they have employments given them on which they may live very com- 
fortably. Befides thefe, there are funds for the fupport of poor burghers, words which 
mean here bankrupts. ‘There is no place indeed where the eftablifhments for the poor 
are on fo fplendid a footing as they arehere. Look where you will you fee that bank- 
rupts have had a fhare in the legiflation, and that they have fought to make themfelves 
and their pofterity fecure azainit all events. 

The great and frequent revolutions in the commercial houfes of this place, give the 
merchant an alacrity which he has no where elfe in the world. “The genius of trade 
does no where fo many wonders as it does here. The Hamburghers far outdo the 
Dutch in happy calculations, fpeculation, and fortunate hits; and you meet with more 
true theory of trade amongtt the brokers of this place, than there is to be found in many 
thick books written exprefsly on the fubjeé&t. Only you mutt not expect to fee the fub. 
seét treated with a view to finance, as they have no relifh for cuftoms, -excife, and all 
ithe modern Jewith inventions to fpunge the fubftance of the people. 


l ‘The 
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The quicknefs and vivacity with which trade is carried on here, employs a larger 
capital than is put into it by the Dutch, who are more expert at faving money than at 
getting it. The Hamburgher works himfelf up again with the fame cafe with which he 

_falls; whercas the Dutchman could not make his fortune without exceflive parfimony, 
and, commonly {peaking, is indebted only to his induftry and faving for what he gets, 
Rich inheritances are very fearce here, in comparifon to the fum of money there is in 
the place, as this is divided amongit too many, and the ebbs and flows are too frequent, 
The great capital of every inhabitant is his induftry and underflanding. 

The illimited credit of the bank of this place, is a certain fign both of the riches of 
the ftate, and of the right notions which prevail here with refpeét to every thing which 
has a relation to trade. The foundations on which this bank refts, are the fimpleft tha 
can be imagined. There is neither paper nor any kind of coined money, but only a 
large quantity of filver, which is meafured out by the pound. [t@, however, the moft 
refpected, and I muft think the moft fecure of all the eftablithments of the kind in the 
world. 

‘The government of Hamburg is wonderful. I am acquainted with no commonwealth 
that has fo nicely hit off the jut mean betwixt ariftocracy and democracy, and fecured 
itfelf fo well againft the inconveniences of both, as this has done. The legiflative power 
is in the hands of the aflembled burgefles. Thefe are chofen from the five parifhes of 
the city. The firft college, or firft deputation of them, confifts of the aldermen, three 
of whom are chofen by the inhabitants of each parith, Every parith alfo fends nine per- 
fons to the fecond, which, with the former one, make a college of fixty. Finally, each 
parith contributes twenty-four to the third, making, when joined to the two former, a 
number of one hundred and eighty. The ordinary bufinefs is regularly brought by the 
council before this affembly ; but when there is a new law to be made, or a new tax to 
be raifed, after having paffed this court, it muft farther be laid before a general affembly 
of the burghers. The one hundred and eighty, together with fix aileffors added to 
them from each parifh, muft appear before this aflembly, in which every man who pol: 
feffes a houfe of his own, or an eftate that is out of debt, or a certain fumrin fpecie 
above the value for which the houfe or eftate is mortgaged, may appear and give his 
vote, 

The miferable corporation fyftem, which, in other republics approaching towards de- 
mocracy, often leads to ridiculous, and often to very ferious and fatal exceffes, has no 
influence here upon the ftate. No manufa€turer can tyrannize over the people, as is 
the cafe in many other republican governments; nor does the happinefs of the whole 
depend upon the will or caprice of a company of fkinners or barber furgeons. Due 
provifion has alfo been made that the will of the mob, which often overturns the wifelt 
ordinances, and the moft ufeful proje€ts, in countries approaching fo nearly to the de- 
mocratic form as Hamburg does, fhould not eafily do mifchief here. Before a law comes 
before a general affembly of the people, it has been tried and approved by the wifer part 
of them, which renders it not difficult to gain over the reft to the good fide, as of courfe 
they will have confidence in legiflators originally nominated by themfelves. ‘This legif- 
lative aflembly is likewife fo numerous as to render it very difficult for a part to get the 
maftery over the whole, by the ufual democratic artifices. 

As thefe colleges are eftablifhed for a long time, and are not eafily changed, the 
members of them are well enough acquainted with the true circumftances of the com- 
mon wealth, to be able to lay before both their refpective communities, and the burgh- 
ers in general affembly, an accurate and juft account of the fenfe of every law, proclama- 
tion, or tax. The divifion of the burgher focieties, according to parifhes, has SSN 
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“this farther advantage attending it, that family conneétions do not eafily acquire-a preju- 

dicial influence as they do in republics divided into corporations or private focieties. It 
you will take the trouble to compare this conftitution with that of other commonwealths, 
many other advantages will immediately ftrike you. 

The council, in whofe hands the executive power is lodged, confifts of thirty-fix per- 
fons, to wit, four burgomafters, four fyndics, twenty-four counfellors, and four fecretas 
ries. Only the burgomatters and counfellors have votes. It elects its own members by 
lot. The power being directed only towards the proper execution of the laws in being, 
is illimited, the natural confequence of which is, tha: both the courts of jultice and the 
police have a ftrength here which they have in few republics that are fo democratic. 
Nor is government taken in hand here as in other countries, by perfons who have no 
proper vocation to it. Three of the burgomiafters, the counfeliars, and all the fyndics 
and fecretaries, muft be graduated literati, who have given proofs cf cheir learning. One 
burgomafter and ten counfellors muft, confiftently with the nature of the common- 
wealth, be merchants. ‘Lhe pay of the counfellors is fufficient to reftrain the fpirit of 
innovation. Honour, virtue and ability, are the moit likely foundations to fucceed in 
being elected. When a counicllor abufes his power, he is obliged to leave the city. 
"The number of counfellors is too fmall for the power of private families to be able to 
put a reftraint on the adminiftration of: juftice and police. In a word, the legiflative 
power is as gentle and popular as it can be; and the executive is, as it mu/? be, monar= 
ebically ftrong. Hamburgh is in truth the model of a well-reguiated commonwealth. 
A mifapplication or walte of the public treafure happens very feldom, and is almoft im- 
poflible, as the perfons who are charged with the adminiftration of it, are no members of 
the council, but on the contrary are watched over with the greateft attention by them 
and the general affembly, and are obliged to the greateft punctuality. They confit of 
ten perfons felected from the general aflembly, and are chofen out of each parifh, one by 
vote and the other by lot. Every fix years each of the three deputies lays his office 
down, and his parifh fends another in his ftead. The reafon of the change is not as in 
other republics, that all may have a fhare of the cake, but to free the deputies from a 
troublefome and laborious office. 

"The income of the ftate is very large. It is made up partly from ftanding fources of 
income, and partly from occafional taxes granted by the community. Some taxes are 
voluntary, and the burghers have the right to put what they think their quota into the 
purfe which is fhut, and the deputies dare not open in their prefence. Upon the whole 
the taxes are confiderable. In order not to let the mouth of the Elbe, on which the ex- 
iftence of the country depends, be choked up with fand, and for the maintenance of the 
feveral harbours in it, they have been obliged to raife fome taxes, which in appearance 
are beyond their means, ‘The aggregate of them together makes about 3,0c0,000 
of marlts, or 4,000,000 of livres, and is hardly fufficient for the purpofes required of 
them. 

The quick and conftant revolutions in the fortunes of every citizen fecure this com+ 
monwealth ftill more than its conftitution from the mifchiefs of oligarchy and family plots. 
They know nothing here of domineering or dangerous houfes, from which none of the 
republics of the prefent day are free. One fign of the good government and wonderful 
adminiftration of this commonwealth is, that it is almo/t the only imperial city that car- 
ries none of the fuits between its own members before the tribunal of the empire. At 
Vienna they mentioned to me feveral free imperial towns who had rendered themfelves 
dependant on the Emperor, by carrying their private grievances before the Emperor’s 
canet. In the besinnine of this century Hambureh itfelf was expofed to fome danger of 
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this kind, but in 1708 it was fuppreffed by the benevolent offices of the imperial court,. 
and the zeal of feveral patriots of the place, and fince that time the tranquillity of the- 
country has met with no interruption. ‘The bands of fociety are too faft bound for 
there to be any caufe of uneafinefs about future events. 
‘The only real caufe of apprehenfion which this city has experienced of late years, has 
arifen from a mifunderftood religious zeal; but in our me religious zeal, if it light 
any fire, can only light up a fire of ftraw, which is very eafily put cut again. In the in- 
ftance before us, the imperial minifters, (whonr the burgeffes have more than one caufe 
to refpet) and the wifdom of the council united, took joint care that the fparks fhould 
be {mothered before they could break out into a flame. he cafe was this: Hamburg 
was bleffed with an orthodox prieft, who let it want for nothing that could ftir up a. 
flame, ‘This, by conftant blowing, he had at length fo well fed, that the people were for 
,Proceeding to aCtion to prevent the catholics from ferving God in the chapel belonging 
to the Imperial minifter; but the police took care to prevent the mifchief, which has 
never fince broke out to any extent. There is indeed at the head of the prefent clergy, 
aman who would do our prefent philofophical age very little credit, were it not that 
every body knows the government only fuffers him becaufe they are fecure that his in- 
quifitorial {pirit only hurts himfelf, and cannot have the leaft bad effe& upon others. 
‘This gentleman, who is called Gofs, fome time fince gave fire in his pulpit againft the 
pope and all his adherents; but this produced no other effect than his being compelled 
to make an apology to the imperial minifter. he cafe it feems was this: When this 
gentleman firft afcended his paper tribunal, the cuftom ftill prevailed at Hamburg of 
curfing the pope and all his adherents publicly in the prayer before fermon, ‘lhe go- 
vernment witely perceiving that this gave great fcandal in fuch times as thefe, ordefed 
the court prieft to omit this ceremony in future. ‘The love, however, of curfing, had 
taken fuch firm poffeffion of the man, that he not only gave in a formal proteltation 
againit this inroad of the fpiritual upon the temporal power; but the next funday, 
without waiting to fee what anfwer his fuperiors would make, fired a double volley. 
Upon this, the council took the belt way of tcaching the ill-mannered brute a better be. 
haviour, by punifhing him with the lofs of his fat benefice. Mynheer high paftor hag 
foon philofophy enough to fee that it was better for him not to curfe than to ftarve, and 
fo the pope and his ftate had juftice done them in the ftate and high church of Ham. 
burgh. But though this man has been many times publicly and univerfally hifled fince 
this event, which-took place twelve or fifteen years ago, and though he has been the jeft 
of all the proteftant part of Germany, and even of his own brethren at Hamburg, yet is 
not his holy head in the leaft cooled. He raves as publicly againft the race of monks, 
as he does againft the pope. He is the declared enemy of all public amufements. ‘The 
iheatres are a particular eye-fore to him, This, as the better part of the public do no. 
thing but amufe themfelves with him, gave rife to a very humourous adventure. An 
Englifhman who happened to be at the play, was fo pleafed with a piece which he faw 
exhibited, that he afked the gentleman, who fat next to him, the name of the author. 
The gentleman, whofe name is Dreyer, happening to bea wit, affured the Englifhman 
shat this very excellent and interefting drama was written by Mr. Gols, firft preacher in 
Hamburg. The Englifhman, full of impatience to be acquainted with fuch an-extraoz 
‘dinary good poet, went the next day to make his bow to the reverend author, who, con- 
trary to his expectation, received the compliment upon the fruit of his brain.fo ill, that ° 
he fairly fhewed hiin the outfide of his door. Dreyer, who had fent the Briton on the 
errand, foon-after met him in the flreet, where the Englifhman, without entering into 
the leaft explanation, gave him fuch a box on the ear,.as very nearly brought him to the 
2 rround 
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ground. Notwithftanding which, Mr. Dreyer has fince that time played the anti-theatri. 
cal priett feveral other tricks. ik = 

have talked to you thus long of this prieft, in order to convince you that, the pro- 
teltant clergy are not as tolerant throughout Germany as they are in Pruffia and Sax- 
ony. Notwithftanding this, the religion of the more fathionable people who inhabit the 
lower parts of the Elbe, is by no means fo auftere as that of thofe who dwell higher up. 
The miftaken zeal againft public amufements is attended with this bad confequeace here, 
that every other kind of pernicious excels reigns uncontrolled. ‘Thus whillt no theatre 
can fupport itfelf in a city which has ninety thoufand inhabitants, many thoufand guil; 
devs are every day loft at play during the hours in which it is ufual in other places to go 
to the play. : 


LETTER LVII. 
Hamburg. 
- SINCE my laft letter, my deareft brother, I have made an excurfion into the territo. 
ries of Denmark. As foon as I came into Holftein, which is flill a part of Germany, 
I was ftruck with the difference of living and manners, as well as the diverfity-of agri- | 
culture; but when I had got fome poits beyond the Eyder, which is the natural boun- 
dary between Germany and Denmark, I found a difference betwixt Germany and this 
country, which was as ftriking as any betwixt BavariaandSaxony. When people praife 
proteftants for their good fenfe, and freedom from prejudices deftru€tive of happiuefs, 
they ought to make fome limitations; as fhould proteftants alfo when they pafs indif- 
criminate cenfurgs on the catholics, for their ftupidity, lazinefs and debauchery. . 
‘The Danes are at leaft a century behind moft of the proteftant ftates of Germany, and 
in no refpeéts better than the Bavarians or Portuguefe. ‘They are the moft melancholy, 
moft untraétable, and moft clownifh people I have hitherto feen, ‘Their debauchery, 
bigotry, and brutality diftinguifh them fo much from the greater part of the Germans, 
that it is only neceflary to be among{t them to be convinced of the inefficacy of religion 
alone to make men better, when other favourable circumflances do not concur. ‘There 
are, it is true, enlightened men amongtt the priefts of this country, but in general they 
are as proud, as intolerant, and as ignorant as the Spanifh priefts. I faw fome of them who 
were likewife very like the Spanith priefts in theirexternal appearance. They wore their 
fpeétacles over the nofe, held up their heads, drew back the body, fpoke through the 
nofe and throat, and ftrutted juft like the priefts at Barcelona or Saragofla, When 
they fit down to preach, they do it as if they were in labour with the falvation of man- 
kind. Ivifited one of them, who paffes for a great botanift, though he knows nothing more 
than the medicinal plants of his own country. He was ftudying his fermon for the next 
Sunday. It was long a matter of doubt whether or no he would give me an audience, 
After having converfed for about half an hour upon the wind and weather, with his twa 
daughters, the fillicft and moft unformed creatures I had ever feen, who, out of real or 
affected modefty, never trufted themfelves to look in my face, out came their bulky 
and yellow-coloured mother from the {tudy of her lord and hufband, to aflure me that 
he was extremely bufy about his Sunday’s difcourfe, which would however only take 
him up another hour, after which I fhould have the honour of fmoking a pipe of topacco 
with him. [was for fome minutes in doubt whether I fhould accept of this honour or 
not. It rather hurt my [elf-love to think that I was deftined to ferve a clownith prieft 
for the vehiculum to his {mcking, and] would have gone away, but that E recollected that 
had [ been among the Hottentots, I thould have been obliged to pay refpeét to the cuf- 
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toms of the country. After waiting therefore fome time the penetrale was opened, and 
I beheld my hero, a fhort fquare figure, the Trulliber of fcience, enthroned amidft a 
labyrinth of books, and encompaffed with clouds of fmoke which fcarce allowed me to 
view his vifage. In four or five minutes our converfation was at an end. I tried him 
every way, but no tone I could take would bring a word out in return, At length, 
after having obferved himfelf that fmoking rather {poiled the converfation, he took his 
fermon in hand, and read me a period or two by way of enlivening it. Of this I did not 
hear a word, as the {moke of the tobacco puffed under my nofe, took away my refpira- 
gon, and obliged me to attend to felf-prefervation ; but he was determined I fhould not 
get off thus, and fo propofed to open what he called his treafure. This was a cheft 
which contained all the fermons he bad ever written, making in all eight or ten thick fo- 
lio volumes. When he took out the firft a cold fweat ran down my fhoulders, which: 
making him apprehenfive that he might kill his patient, he affured me he would read 
only the texts of the fermons from the tables of contents. I bore it for one table with 
great refignation; but as he was taking down the fecond folio, took my hat and ftick 
and hurried to the door. In no proteftant country which I have yet feen, Holland itfelf 
not excepted, are the priefts held in fuch profound reverence by the people as they are 
in Denmark. Pride and infolence in the minifters of a humble religion, is ever a fure 
mark of little knowledge and a bad government in the places where it is found. The 
temporal and fpiritual powers are by nature fo jealous of each other, that there muft al- 
ways be indolence in the governors when the priefthood comes to have a certain degree 
of authority, Every body knows what an influence the Danith priefts had in the fate of 
Struenfee. You obferve indeed, in every part of Denmark, notwithftanding many fo-~ 
reigners are fettled there, many marks of the overgrown power of the priefts. In fe« 
veral places I found prejudices conceived againft me, on account of my being a catholic, 
by people from whom one fhould have expected better things. At Horfens, a young 
lady of one of the belt houfes, could not be perfuaded that the catholics were chriftians, 
They look upon us in the fame light as Jews and heathens. I do not believe that the 
King of Denmark, as abfolute as his power is, in other things, could make as great ad- 
vances to toleration, as has been done at Vienna. 

The government of Denmark is the moft defpotic in the univerfe. This form of go. 
vernment has its advantages and difadvantages; the fmallnefs of the country renders it 
eafy to govern thus; and on the other hand, this very circumftance makes the people 
feel more feverely the weaknels and oppreffion of its governors. Denmark is in truth 
the fmulleft of all the European powers. It contains hardly one million eight hundred 
thouland inhabitants, Lapland, Greenland, and Iceland included ; and the Holftein- 
ers, whoclive in a part of Germany, hardly make the number two millions in all. The 
King of Denmark’s income does not amount to above 9,000,000 of Rhenifh florins, or 
,000 of livres *, even with what arifes from the paffage of the Sound, which the 
ng nations willingly pay. He cannot cope with the Eleétor of Saxony, and the 
or of Bavaria is upon a footing with him. Without iubfidies, the King of Den- 
niark is unable to maintain an army of forty-thoufand men, and a fleet of twenty fhips 
of the line only for'a few years. The taxes are very high, and fome of them are of a 
fort which are met with in very few countries. Here a man muft pay for a licenfe to 
marry. Our government you know formerly raifed a tax on batchelors; but the Da- 
nifh and French princip‘es of government are very different. 
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The emptinefs of the treafury is the reafon why more projeéts are entered into in. 
Denmark than in any other country in the world; but molt of them are only air bub- 
bles, which are in general blown away by the firft wind. The private intereft of the 
projector is commonly at the bottom of them all, and. the court wants not only the 
power, but the good will to encourage the projects of good patriots. The King, who 
is the only king in modern hiftory who has diftinguifhed himfelf by a public trial of his 
wife, is obliged to leave a great part of the government to his minifter. His ftep-mo- 
ther, it is true, poffeffes a great deal of court-craft ; but flill the minifters and counfel- 
lors have the moft influence. Amongft them, there are contftantly cabals, intrigues,. 
and revolutions, as you may learn from the hiltory of Struenfee, particularly his apology, .. 
which will make every man who reads it exclaim—Beatus ille qui procul. Another firlt 
minifter has been lately difmiffed. : 

St. Germain was very ill treated in Copenhagen. The late King called him to his court, 
with a view of having his troops better difciplined, at a time when it was his intention to 
take part in the affairs of the north, or at Jeaft to make himfelf formidable. St. Ger- 
main was told that he would have the command of fifty or fixty thoufand men; but 
when he came, he found hardly any foldiers except the guards. The reft confifted 
partly of a wild undifciplined militia, and partly of a number of hungary invalids. There 
was no cavalry at all. The good King, who had only feen his troops upon paper, and 
probably, as he was not born for a number of troops, had not fufficiently confidered them. 
even there, could not eafily conceive how his great army fhould have mouldered away 
by St. Germain’s arrival. Some of the miniftry, who governed the paper troops, en« 
tertained hopes that St. Germain would play part of the game with them ; but he was. 
not the man for their purpofe, for as foon as he found out that part of the fums deftined 
for the payment of the forces went into the purfes of the miniltry, commiffarie s, ad 
officers, he fet himfelf with his ufual determined {pirit to bring about a reformation.. He, 
however, foon found out, that even if the abuies could be corrected, the hopes of hav- 
ing an army able to take part in the affairs of the north, muft continue a vain expecta. 
tion. Being fatished, therefore, that where there is nothing, there can be nothing to 
reform, he told the King, with his ufual freedom, that he faw nothing in which he could 
be of any ufe to his Majefty ; on the contrary, he was only a burthen, and im his opinion, 
it would be moft advifeable to fend him away again. 

‘Lhe minifters were extremely happy to get rid of fo troublefome an infpector, and 
the more, becaufe they could not cafily have got rid of him by a court intrigue, becaufe 
the King loved him ; for court intrigues can do but little again{ft extraordinary talents, 
united with a true knowledge of human nature and courts, where efpecially, as the cafe 
was here, the fovereign is on the fide of juftice as often as he underftands it. After. 
fome trifling, and.a great many under-hand tricks, the miniftry propofed to St. Ger- 
main to accept of a certain fum of money paid once for all, inftead of the promifed pen- 
fion. Nothing could be more agrecabie to him than this, as he knew the unfteadinefs 
of the Danifh court. But he was unfortunate in the end, for having never paid any 
attention to his own private money matters, he thoughtlefsly contented himfelf with a 
letter of credit of fifty or fixty thoufand thalers*, on a merchant at Hamburgh, whom, 
on his arrival in that city, he found had become a bankrupt, and was run away from 
the German {tates and territory. St. Germain thought, to his laft hour, that the minif- 
ter was an.accomplice in the robbery. . It is well known that he was maintained for a 
long time after by a collection made for him by the officers of our German troops, out 
of their own allowance. A beautiful trait in the hiftory of the Danith miniiters. 

* 25001. 
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‘Struenfee, and every other man who had a grain of penetration, thought that the 
beft principles of government which the court of Denmark could adopt, would be to 
make retrenchments of the fums expended on foreign affairs ; not to meddle with the 
difputes fubfifting between the other German powers ; to limit its owri eftablifhnient to 
what would fuffice for the maintenance of the internal tranquillity and the police, and 
to employ all its ftrength in the cultivation of the wafte lands, aad the promotion of in- 
duftry. ' This is indeed all that experience and patriotifm united can recommend ; for 
in the prefent circumftances of the two countries, Denmark has nothing to apprehend 
from Sweden, or if it had, a word from Ruflia or Proffia would fet every thing 
.to rights there. But on the other fide of the country, the firft cleG@or of Germany 
who thall fet himfelf to oppofe an extenfion of the Danith power, would reduce the 
country to great difficulties. ‘Ihe lofs of a fingle magazine or treafury would put an 
end to their whole war apparatus: nay, even if moft of their operations did not depend 
upon foreign fubfidies, they would not be able to keep the field long againit a middling 
German army. ‘The militia of the country, in which the ftrength of the army princi- 
pally confifts, is raw and unformed, and the German forces, which have been raifed at 
a great expence, would defert the inftant they fet foot out of the country ; for they all 
deteft a climate in which, by reafon of the unwholefomenels of the air, the bad and un- 
ufual food, and the little attention fhewn to their health, they are expofed to perith like 
fo many fleas. Whenever I had occafion to converfe with Germans in the Danifh fer- 
vice, the tears ufed to run down their cheeks, when they recounted how they had been 
decoyed away by crimps, and defcribed the miferies of their prefent ftate. Indeed the 
inftances of the extraordinary means they have made ufe of to get out of the detefted 
country, are almoft incredible. Befides all this, there is a want of cavalry, which in 
the prefent time is fo ferviceable, and conftitutes a fourth part of the German armies, 
Jnnumerable fubfidies indeed would be required to put that of this country upon a re- 
fpeCtable footing, It cannot be raifed out of nothing in a minute, on the breaking out 
of a war; and the maintenance of it in time of peace demands an expence which the 
tefources of the ftate, with all the fubfides they can procure, are not equal to. The 

‘times are paft, in which wonders could be done with a handful of undifciplined and dif- 
obedient troops, who were maintained at the coft of the enemy. The mode of war 
now in ufe requires preparation, and a provifion for fuch and fo many wants as would 
make the Danifh minifter’s hair ftand an end, if an account of them were to be fet be- 
fore hirh. Suppofing the Danith court to receive a fubfidy of even a million of thalers * 
per annum, which is more than the French or Englifh courts have ever given to the 
courts of Stockholm or Copenhagen, this would hardly be fufficient to enable it to keep 
the field one campaign with an army of 40,c00 men, and it would be completely ruined 
by the lofs of a fingle battle. The fhort campaign in the Bavarian war fome years ago, 
though no extraordinary ftroke was ftruck in it, coft the court of Vienna feventy-two 
millions of Rhenifh guilders *, exclufive of the fums expended on previous prepara- 
tions, which are always neceffary. The army was at leaft three hundred thoufand men 
Strong. Calculate what the proportion will be for forty thoufand men—but what would 
forty thoufand men do, if, what however is impofhble, the court of Denmark alone 
‘was to carry on any operations for a length of time out of its own territories; The 
King of Pruffia would fwallow up this army in a moment, let him have ever fo much 
occupation ; for it is a maxim, that when a man is once engaged with great enemies, 
he will do well to add leffer ones to them, asa fingle ftroke may get from thefe all that 


* 3,400,0c01, 


RIESBECK’S TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. 223 


ra 


is loft on the other fide. What became of the Swedifh army, whom French fubfidies- 
led into Pomerania, in the laft Silefian war? And yet the King of Pruffia had at that 
time to cope with moft of the principal powers in Europe. What became of the poor 
Saxons? of the poor army of the empire? And yet the Saxon and Imperial troops. 
were better kept, and at leaft as well fed, as the Danifh are likely to be. 

Denmark cannot, like Sweden, be compelledin any cafe to break the neutrality, nor 
is it neceffary for it, on that account, always to maintain itfelf in a refpectable fituation, 
For more reafons than one, it has nothing to apprehend from Sweden, and its pofition 
fecures it on every other fide. Indeed, could it render its power ever fo refpectable, it 
has nothing to expeét at any time by taking part in an offenfive war, but a great deal 
to lofe; whereas the advantages it would derive from beltowing the fums waited in 
military preparations on the improvement of the country, are confiderable. I have been 
thus particular on this point, in order to convince you and your friends, that our court 
added anew folly to the many it has lately been guilty of, when for certain privy pur- 
poles it gave fubfidies to the Danith court. ‘The money was in every refpect thrown 
away. Half of it ftuck to the fingers of the Danifh minifters-and commiflaries, and the 
other half was very ill fpent. Strong as all thefe reafons are againft the Keeping up a 
great land army in Denmark, every day produces-frefh projects to encourage it. ‘Lhe 
vain minifter, whom Struenfee has fo well depicted in:his apology, will not let the world 
forget that Denmark is a monarchy. He gives himlelf airs of aftonifhing confequence. 
‘A few external marks of refpeét from the great courts, make him believe that he is re- 
fpeéted, whereas he is in faét the jeft of them all. A fingle word from the Ruffian. 
minifter brings the whole country to the Emprefs’s feet; and fhe has at lealt twenty 
times more weight at Copenhagen, than either at Vienna or at Berlin,. It will certainly 
be much more politic in Denmark to aim dnly at being a maritime power, which is 
more confiftent with the nature of the country, and the fituation of the people. By 
purfuing this plan the Danes might, with fome afliftance,. make themfelves formidable, . 
or at lealt protect their merchants in time of'war. But the Danifh minifter choofes to 
fhine both by fea and land. ‘The navy accordingly confifts of fifty fhips, including 
thofe of fifty guns; however, not above fix of thefe are in a condition to put to fea. 
under fix or eight weeks,.though fince the armed neutrality they have been making all. 
forts of preparation to put to fea. Many fhips have been repaired within thefe fix or 
eight years, and others are no longer in a reparable ftate, 

"The facility with which adventurers of the firft clafs contrive. to make their way into - 
the Danifh councils, and even into the miniftry, is no very favourable fymptom of the 
wifdom of this court. ‘There is a:proverb at Hamburgh, that when a man is fit for- 
nothing elle, he is fit for a Danith privy councellor, and may make his fortune by pro- 
je€ts at Copenhagen. Under fuch circum{tances much patriotifm is not to be expected. . 
Upon the whole, the Danith government is a vifible proof, that defpotifm, notwithftand- 
ing all its great apparent force, is the weakelt of all-governments, when the head is not: 
very found and ftrong. The minifters ride on the councellors, the councellors on the 
fecretaries, the fecretaries on their clerks, and the wives-of all thefe on their lovers... It: 
fometimes happens too, that the minifter is governed.by the counfellor,. the counfellor- 
by the clerk, and fo on; all this produces an abfolute anarchy, and the quiet.and hap- 
pinefs of the country depends upon the throwing the handkerchief. to this or. that wo- 
man. It is no wonder, that in a court like this many cataftrophes happen fimilar to 
that which took place ten years ago. ~ Prince Frederick, the King’s brother-in-law, pro- 
mifes the country fome hopes of better days. He feems to be more difpofed oh do 
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what is right, than to govern by faction or intrigue. His influence is however hitherto 
very limited. : 

On my return out of Lapland, I came hither by Lubeck. That place, which for- 
merly played fo great,a part in the league of the Hantz cities, has farce half the im- 
portance of Hamburgh in point either of population, riches, or trade. The Danith 
minifter fets his whole force again{t this place, as he has only Hamburgh and it to fear. 
At Lubeck, however, his principal operations are confined for the prefent, for though 
‘he makes the poor town feel what he would do by every petty injury in his power, he 
dares not hitherto come to open holftilities, as it is protected by the Emperor and the 
fates of the empire. He is therefore compelled to change his fiege into a kind of 
blockade. The bond of union betwixt the German imperial towns operates much more 
forcibly with regard to foreign powers, than is commonly imagined ; and the article in 
‘the Emperor’s coronation oath, not to allow of any diminution of the empire, is main. 
tained in its full force under Joleph the Second. It is indeed this article which compels 
our court to treat the fmall princes its neighbours who border on Germany with much 
-more attention and refpeét than it fhews towards the other fovereign ftates in its neigh« 
bourhood. It would not dare, for inftance, to act towards the imperial ftate of Spires, 

_as it has lately done towards Geneva, where it is interpofed with fuch great effect, after 
having formally renounced the mediation, and having hardly any bond of union with 
the city. 


LETTER LVI. 
Hanover. 
ALL the country, dear brother, which lays to the north and north-welft of this, and is 
watered by.the Elbe and the Embs, is partly fand, and partly mud and morafs. In- 
deed the mud which is thrown up by the fea and rivers, is looked upon here as a para- 
difaical earth, as it affords the inhabitants bread and hay, whilft the higher countries are 
nothing but fand. Here, my dear brother, a man perceives, for the firft time, the 
bleffings of a mountainous country. Through the whole road, trom Hamburg to Emb- 
den, and from thence through a great part of Weltphalia to this place, I did not fee a 
fingle hill, a fingle laughing land{cape, thady foreft, beautiful wood, or, in brief, any of 
the things which can give a fillip to life. In Welftphalia I faw large heaths which were 
ftill more barren than thofe of Jutland. .The whole country has been fubject to revo- 
lutions. It-is a bottom of fand, which the rivers from the higher parts of Germany 
have formed, and to which they are conftantly adding. In fome parts the fea adds a 
quantity of mud, and in others entirely demolifhes the barriers oppofed to it, fo that the 
inhabitants have conftantly to contend with the water and frogs. ‘The rivers overflow 
every year, and lay the country for many miles under water. The inundations of 
the Weler are particularly.terrible. When they happen, the cities and villages are as 
it were in the midft of a fea, and feem to form fo many iflands. The confequences of 
this are agues, colds, and fevers, which would commit vaft ravages amongft the poor 
people, were it not that cuftom renders them hardy, and that they are in a habit of 
warming their infides well with brandy. To a ftranger, however, the country muft be 
extremely unwholefome in winter and fpring. The inhabitants are all through of the 
{nail order, yellow fkinned, foft flefhed, and full of wrinkles. Their {mall round figures 
are very ftriking when you compare them to the tall long Gcrmans of the fouthern 
parts. You hardly ever fee rofy checks among the men of the country, and but very 
feldom among the women. They live here as in Denmark, failor-like, upon fhell-fith, 
7] (which 
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(which they render very palatable) fith, fruits, and brandy, of which laft the wives of 
the common people take large bumpers. Of the fine fruits and excellent vegetables 
which the other Germans, particularly the Suabians and inhabitants about the Rhine, 
are fo fond of, they know nothing. ‘The people are {tupid, naturally melancholy, and 
generally. {peaking dirty; they are not, however, particularly in the Hanoverian coun- 
try, fo ferocious and ill-natured as the Danes. Many of the farmers here are very rich. 
The facility with which they difpofe of their crops, the great fertility of their marfhes, 
their fifheries, the great extent of land they poflefs amongft the heaths, (which may 
always be ufed for paftures) and the government, which is ever very gentle, fecure them 
advantages which the inhabitants of many countries in which nature has poured out all 
her abundance, do not enjoy. In many parts of Weftphalia I faw no finall villages, 
but the whole country belonged to fome great landlords, whole eftates reached many 
milesin circumference. There are, however, likewile fome very fmall farmers. ‘Thole 
particularly who dwell on this fide the Wefer, about Bremen and Delmenhorft, appear 
in general not to be in very good circumftances. In many places they have their cattle 
in their houfes; and I have been twice forced to reft upon a ftraw bed amongft the 
cows, which is indeed an accident that is fure to happen to a knight-errant of my com. ~ 
plexion, as foon as he goes a ftep out of the great roads. In the {mall villages there are 
no inns, and a man is forced to put up with the finall farmers, who have nothing to fet 
before him but brandy or potatoes, or fome falted bacon, and brown bread made of 
bran. I cannot conceive how our troops did to exift in this country during the laft 
Silefian war. 

Bremen is a very rich city, containing about five and twenty thoufand inhabitants. 
It drives a very large trade for iron, flax, hemp, and linen, with France, England, 
Spain and Portugal, and in return takes back other provifions, with which it fupplies 
Weltphalia and the countries about Hanover. It alfo gets a great deal by its fitheries ; 
the trade for blubber with the fouth of Germany is very confiderable. Stiff and fullen 
as the inhabitants of the country are in general, you meet with fome very fociable and 
converfable people amongit them. 

Embden is by no means fo fine a place as Bremen. The King of Pruffia has taken 
an everlatting diflike to the inhabitants of this city, who, to fay the truth, when taken in 
the lump, are not a very amiable people. They are very remarkable for their lazinefs 
and infenfibility. It was a great while before the good endeavours of the King to turn 
this people to commerce and fhip-building were attended with any fuccefs, The Eaft 
India Company, which he had eftablifhed at a great expence in this city, was ruined 
within a few years of its erection, and certain republican prejudices, which the burghers 
of this city affected, rendered all the King’s other efforts for a time ineffeCtual. At 
length the activity and wifdom of the government, attended with fome fortunate cir- 
cumftances, got the better of the impediments to that extenfion of commerce for which 
the city is particularly well fituated. The herring fifhery, which the King took every 
ftep in his power to encourage, brings in large fums of money every year. The Ame- 
rican war ailifted the- King’s defigns very much, and the trade of the place now begins 
to be very flourifhing. | Embden imports many Weftphalian linens to the fouth coun- 
tries, and provides a part of Weftphalia with {pices and wines. ‘They have allo a con- 
fiderable trade in cheefe. Their harbour is extremely good. 

The duchies of Oldenburg and Delmenhorft, which the King of Denmark, at the 
defire of the Ruffian court, exchanged for a part of Holttein, with a prince of Gottorp, 
now make a very good principality, which contains feventy-five thoufand people, and 
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yields every year about four hundred thoufand Rhenifh guilders *. It is from all thefe 
countries, but particularly from Friefland, that they procure the ftrong fine coach-horfes 
who trot fo proudly over the pavement of many Italian cities, and are fometimes, though 


feldomer, met with in France. he court of Peterfburgh 


buys up feveral of thefe 


horfes to mount its heavy cavalry, who look very formidable on this terrible cattle. 


‘The Dutch cuirafliers are fupplied from Holftein, and in truth 
are preferable to thofe of Friefland and Oldenburg for this 


the horfes of that country 
fervice, as with the fame 


ftrength they conne& more alacrity and life. . 

Hanover, confider it in what light you will, is a very fine city. ‘The number of its 
inhabitants is about twenty thoufand. ‘There are very good focieties here, to which the 
officers contribute not a little. ‘The nobility is as polifhed and refined in its manners 
as that of any other German city. ‘The country, which hereabou:s begins to be more 
elevated, is not quite fo ugly as the deeper country round the Weler. Prince Frede- 
rick, the King’s fecond fon, refides here at prefent, and makes a particular circle of the 
inhabitants very happy. He is bifhop of Ofnaburg, which principality produces him, 
yearly, a revenue of one hundred and eighty thoufand Rhenifh florins. Having come 
to ihis very early in life, and his indulgent father having given up to him, when he 
comes of age, ail the province of the bifhopric, without any deduétion whatever, he 
will have an income of three millions of florins, or three hundred thoufand pounds. 
‘They with and hope here, that in procefs of tiune he will be declared governor of his 
father’s pofleflions in this country, and refide conftaatly. His great income will make 
this a confiderable advantage to the city in point of intereft, and his wonderful educa- 
tion gives the whole country hopes of a wile and gentle adminiltration. 

Though fome parts of the cleCtorate of Hanover are very fertile, yet, upon the 
whole, it is the moft miferable part of all Germany. It is about feven hundred Ger- 
man miles in circumference, but hardly contains feven hundred thoufand inhabitants ; 
nay, fome think this is going too far, for though they have numbered one hundred thou. 
fand houfes, our commiflaries in the laft war, who numbered the people, could nut make 
more of them than five hundred thoufand fouls in all the Hanoverian dominions, But put 
them at feven hundred thoufand, ftill you will find no other country of the like extent in 
all Germany, which does not contain more than one thoufand fouls for every {quare mile. 
‘The difference betwixt Hanover and Suabia, Saxony, Auftria, Bohemia, and the other 
parts of Germany, is {till more confiderable; for each of thefe {tates has two thoufand five 
hundred fouls for-every {quare mile, and fome of them much more. ‘The caufe of the flen« 
der population is almoft entirely owing tonature. The country abounds in fand-heaths, 
which it is almoft impoflible to cultivate. Almoft the whole country between Hamburgh 
and this place is afdeep fand. ‘The difference in point of richesis {till more confiderable. 
‘The whole revenues of Hanover amount only to four hundred and eighty thoufand 
guilders ; of which the mines in the Harts alone contribute one hundred thoufand. 
‘The country belonging to the Eleétor of Saxony, which is very little larger, brings in 
nearly as much again. 

The government of this country is gentle. The great offices of ftate are held by 
active and enlightened patriots. Nothing is known here of extorting money from the 
poor. Little of the money of this country goes to London ; but almoft the whole is 
{pent in the improvement of the country. The army, which confumes the greateft part 
of it, is large, and confifts of twenty thoufand men. ‘They are the belt ied of all the 
German troops, but are not near fo well difciplined as either the Pruflian or Auftrian 


* Forty thoufand pound, 
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armies, 
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armies. This, however, is the fofteft of all the German governments, and there isa 
fpirit of liberty throughout, which is a ftrong contraft to what you meet with in other 
parts of the country. I had hardly been three days here when I made an excurfion to 
Brunfwick. Germany has few princes of whom it has fo much right to be proud, as 
of this. It was with a kind of enthufiafm that 1 looked upon one of the firft heroes of 
Germany, though he had become fuch at our expence. The reigning Duke is one of 
the fir generals of the Pruffian army. He is a confummate ftatefman, and the favou. 
rite of the King of Prufiia.” Ineed only mention Prince Ferdinand to you, to convince 
you how glad I muft have been to fee him. He is only known to you asa terrible 
enemy ; but his good heart, his extended underftanding, his aCtive zeal for the intereft 
of mankind as far as his fphere reaches, and his affability towards every man, would 
foon make you forget that he was your enemy, if you knew him better. 

Brunfwick is the rendezvous of the German free-mafons, at the head of whom the 
Prince is. Moft of the proteftant princes in Germany are members of this numerous 
order. It is not long fince the fyftem of the German lodges has been fixed, and that 
they have acquired a kind of confiftency, Germany in general is much indebted to 
this order, as if is certainly owing to mafonry that many of its princes have become 
much more affable and gentle in their manners than they were before. 

Four princes of this illuftrious houfe fought in the lait Silefian war, for the honour 
and freedom of Germany. ‘The youngeft of them, only feventcen years of age, died 
covered with wounds, under a heap of Huffars, who had been the witneffes of his va- 
lour, and whom he comforted to his Jateft breath. Probably you may not know that 
this is the elder branch of the Houfe of Brunfwick, and that the King of Great Britain 
defcends from a younger fon. Brunfwick is a very handfome city. It carries on a 
very thriving trade, and has a great number of manufaGtures. ‘The number of inhabi- 
tants, among{t whom you meet with exceeding good company, confifts of at leaft twenty- 
four thoufand. The whole income of the prefent duke is eftimated at one million three 
hundred thoufand Rhenifh florins, or one hundred and thirty thoufand pounds. 


LETTER LIX. 
Caffl. 

THAT ideal beauty, my deareft brother, which dances before the eyes of our artifts, 
though it fo often vanifhes under their pencils, was certainly never taken from .Ger- 
many. All the human figures you meet with between this place and the Northern and 
Eaftern Seas, are fo far from poffefling it, that there are no lines of it to be difcovered 
amongft them, . 

You woukd in vain look for a girl’s body refembling the Grecian model. There are, it 
is true, faces enough with very {oft ftrokes in them, but they all want the Greek profile 
aud fp Nor has the fine white fiefh the firmnefs infeparable from a truly fine form. 

In the lower parts of the Elbe and Wefer, you fee indeed fome fhowy bofoms, and 
fome lily and rofy checks, but they foon vanifh when the girls have once pafled their 
bloom, and the whole is fo flat and lifelefs, that you cannot give it the name of a fine 

orm. Even amongtt the Saxons, the faireft creatures under the fun who are not Gre- 

cians, you feldom meet with a face which has any appearance of ideal beauty ; and yet 
thefe are in the north, what the women of Florence are in the fouth, and far exceed all 
their country-women in life and fpirit. 

"The men of the north are equally deftitute of ideal beauty. Winckelman, himielf, 
thinks that better models for the ftudy of male beauty are to be met with in Naples and 

@c2 Sicily, 
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Sicily, than amongit his countrymen the Saxons, though they are, without any com- 
parifon, the handfomeft of the northern mations. ; 

It is well known that no German wiil attempt to vie with the inhabitants of the 
fouthern cowniries in point of beauty ; but when you tell a German that the inhabitants 
of the fouth are ftronger and more durably built than thofe of the north, they look 
upon this as a great paradox—and yet ftrength is the principal point of manly beauty. 
Have you ever feen a Sicilian wreftle with an Hanoverian or Weitiphalian? I confider 
wreftling asthe greateft proof of ftrength. I alfo believe that you would not find in all 
the north a porter like the Genoefe or Neapolitan carrier, that is, a man able to carry 
four hundred pounds weight for a confiderable way. Nor doI think that if both were 
put into the fame circumftances, as much could be done with German troops as with 
Spanith ones, We © now to confider that in the prefent days the latter are fo 
much excelled in difcipline ; for in Charles the l'ifth’s time they were both alike. But 
the German troops in Spain and Italy ferved only once; and few of the armies which 

" the emperors carried into Italy with them ever came home, On the contrary, the Spa- 
niards under Charles the Fifth fought 5 attles with great reputation on the Rhine, 
as well as in Holland, the climate of which is fo different from their own; they fhewed 
more valour, and bore niore fatigues than the inhabitants themfelves, who mult have 
been fubdued had it not been that they were aflifled by external circumftances, and that 
the Prince of Orange’s fpirit did more than all the Mynhcers put together. 

The national pride of tre Germans has led them to give themfelves a pre-eminence 
over the fouthern nations, which hiftory, nature and appearances equally give the lye 
to. They imagine that underPanding, courage, activity, ftrength, and liberty, are the 
nutaral appendages of their thick and fogs 


















and that the fouth is the natural habi- 
tation of {tupidity, indolence, cowardice, and tyranny. On the contrary, confider what 
is depofed by Ai/tory, appearances, and nature. Hifsry teaches us that light is come into 
the world fromthe fouth; appearances teach us that the Spaniards and Italians are much 
mere frugal in eating and drinking, and probably too in the enjoyments of love, than 
the Germans, among{t whom we include the Danes, the Swedes, the Rufiians, and the 
Poles: and nature teaches us that bodily and mental beauty are commonly to be found 
where the great creator of the bodies of men has appointed the fineft forms and the 
greateft tlrength. Let us examine this pofition a little more fully: compare the under- 
{tandings of men, as they are more and more removed from the happy air of Greece, 
Afia Minor, and Italy, till you come to the North Pole, and you will find that nature 
does not fuffer the inhabitants of the coaft of Barbary, the Arabs, the people of the coait 
of Guinea, and the Abyffinians, to fink into the fame degree of indolence and cowardice 
as the Greenlanders, the Samoyedes, and the Laplanders. What 
the negroes give us of bodily ftrength, courage, and coolnefs of i 
that the warm and genial a the iouth, : 
cold blafts of the north depre‘s it. 

But perhaps you will tell me that at prefent the inhabitants of the north excel tho’e 
of the fouth. I allow it; but it proves nothing more than that religion, Manners, end 
government have more influence over men than climate. But thefe very manners, 
cultoms, and arts of government, which in the prefent century give the north fach an 
advantage over the fouth, came criginally from the fourh, Whaet are our republics 
more than copies of the Greek and Roman? Crippled as our legiflation is, in com- 

arifon of thofe of Carthage, Egypt, Rome, and Athens, it is only what we have been 
able to gather out of the ruins of thofe flates. Have the Pruflian tactics any thing bet. 
ter in them than the Macedonian phalanx was? Can any one be furprifed that_ the 
13 peop.e 
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people who dwelt near the Elbe and Wefer, fhould have overcome Varus, when we fee 
that tae North Americans, by nature’the moft cowardly, and at the breaking out of the 
war the moft undifciplined people upon earth, are able, by she advantages of their woods, 
rivers,.pools, and the extent of their uncultivated country, to oppofe all the force Great 
Britain can bring againft them? And yet the climate of North America is not 
fo adverfe to the Englih, as that of the fouth of Germany muft have been to the Ro. 
mans; nor was Germany at that time nearly fo well cultivated as North America now 
is? Let a man conceive Varus’s army on the fiver St. Lawrence, lake Superior, the lake 
of the Illinois, and the upper regions of the Miffifippi, and {Hill he will have no true 
jdea of their fituation in Germany. ‘They were far from poffefling the facilities of pro- 
viding for the exigencies of war, which they would have had in North America. Ger- 
many was at that time an uninterrupted wood ; ‘its rivers were not.confined within a 
ftanding bed, but in feveral places formed immente morales, tod many and too vilible 
marks of which ftill remain. 

The inhabitants of Germany, who afterwards fubdued the fouth, were no doubt in- 
“debted for this advantage to the wars which the Romans had before waged againft then, 
juft as the Turks and North Americans have become #004 foldiers by their wars with the 
“Rudians end Britons. Whar think youif any body had told the Scipios that fomc time 
or other the conqazrors of Rome fhovld come out of the Tercinian foretts? would they 
have attributed ‘any thing to the climate? No, they would have anfwered that the man- 
ners, conftitution, and armies of Rome mult firlt be changed 5 and that was the cale. 

But what became of thefe northern conquerors when the luxury of the inhabitants of 
the fouth had fubdued their natures, and made them vaflals to them? ‘Vere they not 
Ike the over-flowings of their own rivers, which thaw after a long froft, and lay walle 
the fields far and near with ice and fand? All the conquerors of the fouth, enlightened 
and ercéled whereas all the conquerors of the north, darkened and pulled down? ‘This 
was the cafe both before and after the Roman era. The Babylonians and Egyptians, 
fuppofing the accounts of the expeditions of the latter to be true, were benevolent con- 
guerors like the Grecks and Ma sedonians. But what were the Scythians ? ‘The Arabs 
fpread arts, feiences, and humanity, wherever they extended their power. But what dark. 
nefg enfued when the northern Turks had extended the bounds of their empire! It is 
a firiking inftance of the bodily weaknels of the northern nations, that they always be- 
come enervated as foonas they have been fome ume ia the fouth, which they never could 
cope with long; whereas no hiftory informs us of the climate of the north ever having 
been fatal to the ftrength and activity of the Romans. How did Cefar’s troops hol 
out in Gaul, Britany, and }folland ? How did tie Romans behave under the Empcrors 
on the Rhine, the Danube, and the neighbourhood of the Elbe and Wefer? You tellus 
it is the clare which prevents the northern people from being hardy in the feuth. But 
were the Romans effeminae when their forefathers eat oatmeal pap? Were the Spar- 
tans or Macedonians effeminate? The generality of the Spaniards and Italians of this 
day, are by no means a weak people. It is not therefore the climate alone which makes 
the difference. It is rather the weak nervous fyltem of the northern nations which ren- 
ders them unable to bear the contraft of the hot days and cold nights, which braces up 
the ftrong-buile natives ; nor can they fupport the change made in their way of lite. ‘The 
great bodies of the Dutch, Danes, and Poles, are bare lumps of fleth and bones, the 
former of which is difguftingly dabby. On the other hand, the lighter Italians, as well 
as the darker Spaniards, are more finewy, and more mufcular, which is the true cha- 
ratter of bodily ftrength. Nor are the minds of the northern nations lefs weak than 
ae ae A ee ok of te ie, their never having been able to eftablifh laiting empires 
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in their fouthern conquefts. ‘Their kingdoms were a bare accident of fortune; and they 
never had felicity of genius enough to form plans or knit the focial band. How dif. 
ferently did the nations of the fouth, prrticularly the Romans, manage their conquelts ? 
juft as if they were flill a freth people, and had known nothing of fciences or arts! 

In general nature difplays far different vigour, a far more magnificent fpirit of crea 
tion in the fouth, than’ what fhe does in the northern provinces. What riches, and 
variety, and ftrength, is in the vegetable kingdoms of the fouth ? The fhrub which fur- 
nifhes the balfam of Mecca, and the plants from Ceylon and the Molucca iflands, fhame 
the unfruitfulnefs of the earth near the poles; and the vigour of nature /eems evidently 
to decreafe in proportion as we recede from the equator. Our favoury fruits have all 
come to us from the fouth; and the better tafted and more-fpirited they are, the lefs 
able are they to bear the north. ‘The noblet fruits, juft like the generous wines, which 
gladden and make ftrong the heart of man, cannot take root inthe north. In the fame’ 
manner in the mineral kingdom, nature fhews herfelf more venerable in the fouth, than 
fhe does in the north.—And in the animal world! Hew very different are the beafts of 
the fouth to thofe of the north! Why then fhould not nature, which weaves every thing 
elfe more ftrongly in a warm climate, alfo weave man more ftrongly there? It is true, 

“indeed, that underftanding and morals are no exclufive property of any ftrip af land. 
They depend on laws, cuftoms, education, and government; which may, and often 
do render the artificial man fuperior to the natural one. But the natural underitand- 
ing awakes fooner from its fleep in a warm country, than it doesinacold one. Under 
awarm fun abftraét ideas are much quicker formed. The fenfes are much clearer here ; 
and the underftanding depends on the quicknefs of the fenfes. Imagination, whieh is 
fo conneéted with all the operations of the fun, has more force in Sicily than in Iceland, 
"Lhe firlt force of the impreffions made by the fenfes, gives the ‘powers of the mind an 
alacrity in the fouthern countries, which is the true character of genius, and which the 
inhabitants of the north cannot reach by any cold abftraétions which they may arrive at, 
from their manners, cuftoms, or government. Nor are the fine moral feelings fo in. 
dependant of the fine fenfual ones, as fome philofophers, who know little of human na- 
ture, are willing to imagine. ‘The Germans, who charge the French, Italians, and all 
the fouthern nations, with indolence, flavery, and debafement of mind, forget that the 
Siberians and Kamtichatdales, amid{t their almoft eternal ices and fnows, are, accord~ 
ing to the accounts of all travellers, the moft cowardly, moft fenfual, moft debafed, and 
moft enflaved people upon earth. Nor can the glow of liberty be fo thoroughly ftifled 
in Italy as it is in feveral northern countries, which appear the feat of defpotifm ; nay, 

- the governments of France and Spain themfelves, are not fo defpotic as many Germans 
pleafe themfelves in believing them to be. ‘The clear and dry air of the fouth elevates 
the foul juft as it gives tone to the nerves. All the perfons who have breathed a fine 
weftern air in the mountains. fpeak of feelings which they knew not in the plains. So 
the air of the fouth of Europe is as different from that of the north, as the air of the 
Swifs Alps is different from that of the plains. As a proof of this, the heftic Englifh go 
to Nifmes, Nice, Pifa, and Naples, to repair their fhattered conftitutions. 

But it is true, after all, thar the inhabitants of the Elbe and Weler, though thus aban- 
-doned by nature, exceed the Sicilians and Neapolitans as much in ftrength of mind, as 
they are outdone by them in bodily ftrength and beauty. It is true; and what then? 
"The liberal citizen of the world admires the omnipotence.of government, which is able 
to raife men fo far above their natural fituation, or to fink them fo deep below it; but 
he does not therefore allow himfelf to contract illiberal prejudices againit any nation. 
He congratulates the northern nations upon their having made themfelves what they 


are, and rejoices that they are every day becoming greater and greater ; but he does not 
; forget 
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forget that the people of the fouth were fooner great, and that the arts of cultivation, 
and light of all kinds came from them, : 

You will eafily perceive, from the nature of thefe {peculations, that they were made 
in the poft-waggon. My company confifted of a {wine of an Oldenburgh dealer in 
horfes, a clodpole Bremen broker, and a pretty female piece of flefh, mere dead flefh, 
lying before me on the ftraw. ‘There was not a word fpoke all the way from Gottin- 
gen here; fo that if the dulcis et alla quies had not been now and then interrupted by 
coughing, ineczing, belching, and the like, I fhould not have known that I had company 
with me. 

At Gottingen I vifited feveral profeffors, to whom I cannot refufe my utmoft venera- 
tion, but who were all fo convinced of the cultivation of Germany, and fo fore fet againft 
us Southlanders, that L did not know how to reconcile it with their knowledge of man- 
kind. All thefe gentlemen fpoke to me of the political and literary fituation of their 
own country with a veneration which often bordered on the ridiculous. © ‘This arifes 
partly fron national pride, partly from partiality to their own country, and partly from 
true rank Charlatanifn. ‘Vhefe gentlemen look upon our government as the quintef< 
fence of defpotifm, our academies as hofpitals for fools, our foldiers as women, and our 
writers, to whom however, as appears from their writings, they are fo much indebted, 
as petit maitres. In a word, they confider the fouth as the kingdom of darknefs and 
tyranny, and allow more fenfe and knowledge of things, to the Danes, Swedes, and 
Ruffians, than to the mot refpe€able people in the fouth. It was this abfurdity which 
gave rife to my fpeculations in the poft waggon, which were however much interrupted 
by ftrong jolts. Amongtt other perfons I vifited here was Profeffor Sciiloffer, whom I 
found unjuft towards us, out of mere party motives. Poflibly there are few hiftorians 
in the world who know fo many hiftorical fa&ts as this gentleman does. 1 found a moft 
unexpected and extraordinary fund of knowledge of modern hiftory about him. He’ 
polleffes an infinite number of living languages. His humour, which is fomewhat too 
fharp and fatyrical, does not always make him amiable as a private man, but often pro- 
duces, very good effects as a writer. What he is moft diftinguithed by is his journal. 
It is publifhed under the name of Political Letters, and is one of the moft generally 
fpread about in Germany, and other neighbouring countries, though Mr. Linguet has 
thought proper to call it pew conn. It is not like the Englifh, Dutch, and French jour- 
nals, which confift moftly of declamation, and refleétions, which are commonly founded 
on falfe faéts and falfe reafoning. Schloffer’s journal contains for the moft part only re- 
cords, to which he fometimes adds fhort notes, always interefting, and fometimes very 

evere, but for the colleétion of which future hiftorians will be obliged to him.  Falfe 
faéts fometimes flip in, but thefe are generally reCtified in the courfe of time; and upon 
the whole, there is no work from which a man may gather the prefent ftate of politics, 
particularly thofe of one part of Germany, fo well as from this. It contains numerous 
lifts of the pepalation and income of many German ifates, and alfo of their agriculture 
andindufiry. As Mr. Schioffer is particularly bent on hunting down the follies and ful. 
tanifm of German princes, together with abfurdities, barbarity, and monkifm, he is not 
wanting in interefting anecdotes, which often give occafion to ftill more interefting ex- 
planations. ‘This journal may indeed be confidered as one of the fureft bars againtt the 
tyranny of the lefer princes of Germany : And it is certainly known that it has produced 
great effeéts in feveral courts. Perfons of the firft rank, and often princes themfelves, 
fend the author papers. The plan of this journal is as advantageous to the editor as it is 
to the public. It fupports itfelf by the contributions of ftrangers, and is not odious by 


any felfith or party remarks of the editors 5 all works of knowledge are acceflible to the 
1 author, 
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aulttor, and the leffer princes who have any fhamic left are compelled to ftand in fear of 
the {trong cenfer who publicly expofes their fhame. Mr. Schloffer makes ufe of all the 
freedom which the place of his refidence allows him ; and he often gives very intercit- 
ing accounts of other countries befides Germany ia his journal. ‘The reputation of the 
work encreafes every day more and more, and he may be affured that he will foon be 
univerfally read in his native country. In my opinion, a fingle number of this work has 
more merit than all Linguet’s Annals put together, at leaft it contains more truth. This 
journal marks the learned character of the Germans extremely well. In the German 
billorians and politicians there appears no marks of the acute obfervation, the piercing 
conjeCure, and the elegant portraitures of men and manners, which diftinguith the 
Englith hiflorians and politicians. Every thing with them is made up of dry matter of 
fact, which they endeavour to eftablith fo as to fet it above the power of attack. ‘Phe 
genuine lover of truth, who loves it for itfelf, and does not defire a particle of wit to be 
{pent in its fupport, had rather read a dry lift of population in Schloiler’s letters, than 
all the pompous declamations of the Englifh travellers and politicians, who are often 
brought to fhame by a few cyphers they read in this book. In every part of literature 
the Germans diflinguith themfelves from other nations in the fame way. 

Gottingen is a pretty little city, containing about eighty thoufand fouls; the terri- 
tory about it is pledfanter, and produces more than that of any other part of Hanover 
T have feen. It fubfits entirely by the univerfity, which is one of the beft I have feen. 

“There are Ruffian, Danith, Swedith, and Englith *, as well as German ftudents in it. 
"The ftudents here are about cight hundred, and the profeflers, including the dancing 
and fencing mafters, are about fixty. 

‘The King of Great Britain {pares no expence to bring thefe higher fort of fchools 
into repute. The library, which is kept up at his expence, and is always encreafing, 
is as numerous as it is well difpofed. ‘The phyfical apparatus, aftronomical inftruments, 
the colleétion of natural hiftory, the chirurgical initruments,. the botanical garden, 
every thing, in a word, befpeaks royal care. 

‘The way, in the Proteftant univerfities, of going through all the fciences in half-yearly 
courfes, which difpleafed Mr. Pilati fo much, has my full approbation. Though it may 
be calculated for the advantage of the pockets of the profeffors, the {cholars lofe nothing 
by it. No fciences are thoroughly learned at any univerfity. All that can be done, and 
that is done, is to. give the ftudent the elements of them, to let him have a notion of 
the parts of the building, and fhew him the eafieft way of coming at it. It depends 
upon him afterwards to travel the whole of the road. If the young.man lays his founda- 
tion right, the half-year’s courfe is as profitable to him as it isto the mafter. It fpares 
his time and money. When a young man comes here, they commonly lay a Programme 
before him, in which all the arts are difpofed according to their natural order, and like- 
wife according to their connection with each other. In confequence of this it happens 
not unfrequently, that a ftudent attends fix or feven courfes in a day. What then? 
you will tell me he will only be confined by the variety of knowledge. I believe not. 
The generality of young men will not be at the pains of digging deep for themfelves. 
Leétures make a deeper impreffion on the mind than the filent meditation of a clofet. 
We mutt likewife confider that the profeffors are able to give the marrow and refult of 
the whole. 


* The Englifh have, I am informed, been lately almof banifheds at leaft the profeffurs do not defire 


the company of young men fo totally loft to what ought to be the glory of young men, as they for the 
moft part are. 


Ido 
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T do not approve of the lectures being paid for by the ftudents. It is true, that it tends 
‘to keep up the fpirit and emulation of the profeflars; but their independence of the 
_ Mtudents, were it otherwife, would in my opinion be attended with much more bene- 
ficial confequences. All that can leffen the reverence of the fcholar towards the maiter 
ought to be avoided with the greateft caution. The ftudents are, it is true, for rhe moft 
part, well educated young men; but {till they are too young to know how to efteema 
man of merit according to his real abilities. “Too much reverence for him that teaches 
feldom does any harm to him that is to be taught. In fhort, cabals, conf{piracies, with a 
number of inferior artifices, to which good men fometimes condefcend for the fake of a 
few guilders, but which Jeffen them in the eyes of the ftudents, are the confequence of 
this part of the plan. : 

When Mr. Pilati fays that the Germans treat all the fciences only in a compendious 
way, he fhews himfelf quite ignorant of the method adopted by the public profeffors, at 
lealt by thofe of this place. Almoft every profeffor compofes a plan of his lectures, 
which ferves his hearers for a fyllabus of what they are to be taught. You cannot pro- 
perly call this a compend of fcience, in the fenfe you affix to this name, when you give 
it to Boffuet’s Introduétion to Univerfal Hiftory.. It is neither more nor lefs than an 
account of the method which every man for himfelf purpofes to ufe in teaching his fcho- 
lars a fcience. Another object, with thofe who make the molt of their indultry, is to 
lend or fell this manufcript for a few louis d’ors. It is true indeed, that fome have taken. 
fo much pains with thefe fyllabules, that they may pals for compendia; but it does not 
follow from thence that the literati of Germany, who are not, it muft be remembered, 
all proteftants, treat all the fciences compendioufly. Some of thefe fyllabufes, which 
have gone beyond their original defign, and are become compendia, are mafter-pieces 

_ of more value than feveral works in folio; and, ~-taken in general, are an evident fign 
that the univerfity of Gottingen poffeffes feveral moft valuable men. Upon the whole, 
the thorough freedom of opinion which is eftablifhed here, the abfence of the notions 
and abfurd fyftems which keep other univerfities in bondage, together with an enlight- 
ened and gentle adminiftration, fecure advantages to thefe fchools which are hardly to 
be found in any other. 

Caflel is not only a very handfome, but in fome refpedts a magnificent city. It cons 
tains about thirty-two thoufand inhabitants. This is one of the cities of Germany 
which, as well as feveral others, the Hugunots have caufed to flourith at our expence. 

_ They have eftablithed feveral confiderable manufa@tures in it, one amongft others of 
hats, which are not at all inferior to thofe made at Lyons in finenefs and ftrength, and 
are held in equal eftimation. 

The number of the fubjeéts of the landgrave, I have been affured, is three hundred 
and thirty thoufand, His income amounts to two millions two hundred and twenty 
thoufand Rhenifh florins (about two hundred and twenty thoufand pounds). Add to 
this, the country of Hanau, which contains one hundred thoufand men, and brings in 
fomething above five hundred thoufand florins, or fifty thoufand pounds; {till the pof- 
feflions of this houfe are not fo good as thofe of a Duchy of Wirtemberg. 

‘This country is the moft military of all Germany. The peafants are not only always 
difciplined, but always ready to march any where through the wide world. The fend« 
ing the Heffian troops to North America, cannot be confidered as a hardfhip in itfelf, 
confidering the intimate conneétion of this country with Great Britain, but the connec- 
tion itfelf is a very unprofitable one for this country. The Englifh fubfidies can never 
make amends for the lofs which the treaty has hitherto brought on both prince and peo= 
ple, The country was ftripped of all its young men after the latt Silefian war, and 

VOL. VI, HH {carcely 
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fcarcely had it begun to bloom again when they were fent.to America. At leatt twenty 
thoufand Heffians, of whom one half will never come home, are gone to that part of 
the world. The country has therefore loft a fixth of its moft ufeful inhabitants, by the 
tea-burning bufinefs at Bofton. ‘The taxes are very confiderable, as you will fee if you 
compare the population and taxes of this country with thofe of the Dutchy of Wirtem. 
berg, whom nature has put in poffeffion of far greater advantages than fhe has done the 
Heflians. ‘Though the landgrave has remitted his fubje@ts a part of the taxes for as 
jong a time as the war fhall laft, they defert in great numbers, and go into Hungary, 
Poland, and Turkey. 

The military conftitution of this country has, on feveral occafions, been as ufeful to 
te German empire in general, as it has. been prejudicial to the people themfelves. So 
early as the reformation, the Heffians contributed exceedingly towards maintaining the 
freedom of the empire; and the Silefian war would not have ended nearly fo well for 
England, or the King of Pruffia, if fixteen or eighteen thoufand brave Heffians had not 
flood the brunt of our troops. 


LETTER LX. 
; Wurtzburg. 

YOU will fee, if you take up a map of Germany, that I have been true to my pro- 
mife ; and that I have gone through the holy Roman empire crofs-ways and length-ways, 
through wood and through thicket, by dale and by vale—in a word, like a true knight 
errant. . 

The Heffians, my dear brother, take them in general, are deformed to a degree. The 
women are the uglieft creatures I have ever feen. Their drefs is horrid. Mojt of them 
are clad in black, and wear their petticoats fo high, that you can fee no thape—only 
the ugly thick leg as high as the knee, is moft confpicuous. The men in fome degree 
make up in {trength what is wanting in beauty. “ Upon the whole, though not a large, 
they are a {tout flrong-built people. Here and there you fee a giant-like figure; but 
they all have large bodies.and feet. Moft of them are white; and their hair is crifp. 
Their way of living is favage. ‘Their belt food is potatoes and brandy ; which laft they 
give even to their children. : 

The people are much the fame in the Fuldefe. The whole traét of country from 
‘Caffel to the borders of Franconia, is rough and wild. ‘The people are like the country,, 

“which abounds in woods and hills. 
_ The prefent Prince of Fulda is a man of tafte, who lives well, and loves expence. He 
is extremely tolerant, and no friend to the Popith hierarchy. He calls the Pope his 
brother, He is, without doubt, the richeft abbot in the Catholic world. The number 
of his fubjects, whom he governs with great gentlenefs, and extremely well, amounts to 
feven hundred thoufand; and he has an income of three hundred thoufand Rhenifh 
guilders*. He has founded feveral ufeful eftablifhments for educations, and allows his 
ecclefiaftics a freedom in fpeaking and writing, which diftinguithes them from thofe of 
the other parts of Germany. During my abode at Vienna, it was there looked upon as 
avery heroic degree of courage in fome profane literati, to declare that the council was 
above the Pope. At Fuldal readthefe, and much more bold things, in, works which are 
at leaft of twelve years ftanding. The palace of Fulda is a very pretty building; and] 
met with much better company here than I expeted.. é 


' 
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Wurtzburg is upon the whole a very fine city. It is fituated in’a large plain, very 
fruitful in vines, and watered by the aine. ‘The Prince’s palace is one of the fineft 
“buildings I have hitherto feen in Germany. ‘There obtains amongft the inhabitants, 
who are fixteen thoufand in number, an alacrity, a love for the pleafures of the fenfes, 
and a freedom of intercourfe between the two fexes, which you do not find in any 
proteftant city of the fame fize ; and which belpeaks the great affluence and eafe of 


the country very {trongly. . 
I was ftruck here, as in Fulda, with the tolerant fpirit and knowledge of the prieft- 
hood, who are far beyond their brethren of Auftria and Bavaria. As thefe qualities 
ood converfation, the ton of literati, into 


are commonly united to good manners and goo! 
whofe fociety F fell on my firft arrival here, did not farprife pe. I faw in fhort thot 
fome favourable exceptions to the general:charaCter are to be met with in the catho- 


lic parts of Germany, as well as unfavourable ones in the proteftant parts. It mult 
be owned that the former are far lefs common than the other.—Not that you are to 
think the fun in his meridian even here. I was fpeaking yelterday to a prieft about 
the execution of the witches, with which this government has been fo often atid fo 
juftly reproached. At firft he appeared as if he did not underftand me. At length . 
he told me, with a confidential air, that the moft intelligent perfons were not fatif- 

fied with the grounds of trial, as feveral learned diyines had determined, that the wo- 
man who had been burned for a witch, might have been ob/effa as well as circumfefa, 
by the devil. Ido not know whether you enter into the fenfe of this nice diftinction. 
It is as much as to fay, that the deyil was not abfolutely in the circumference of her 
body ; but that Satan, in order to play her into the hands of juftice, made the miracles 
feem to come from her belly, and blinded the fpeétators at her coft. I was altonifhed, 
at hearing this expreffion from a man who poffeffes fo much knowledge in his own {ci- 
ence; but he was not one of the great wits of the place: and after all, if this theo- 
“ Jogical diftin@tion fhould in future fave a witch from the ftake, on the ground, that it 


is impoflible to diftinguith whether the be ob/efiz or circumceffa, the nonlenfe will have 


had its ufe. 
‘The prefent governor is a very intelligent man. He underftands both men and 


things, and is one of the few German bifhops who have only their, own merit to thank 
for their good fortune and promotion. He is of an old but not very rich family, of 
the name of Van Erthal; and is brother to the Elector of Mentz. His knowledge 
and aétivity recommended him to the imperial court, who gave him the confpicuous 
place of imperial commiffary at the.diet of Ratifbon ; there he diftinguifhed himfelf fo 
much, that the imperial court gave him this bithopric in commendam. 

Wurtzburg alone is one of the richeft bifhoprics in the country ; the diocefe con- 
tains about one hundred and ninety thoufand inhabitants, and the revenue is eight 
hundred thoufand Rhenifh florins, or eighty thoufand pounds; but befides this, the 
bithop holds the bifhopric of Bamberg, which is one of the fatteft benefices of the em- 
pire, and brings in about feven hundred thoufand guilders, or feventy thoufand pounds. 
Both thefe countries are in fome of the beft land in Germany. They abound 
plentifully in the neceffaries of life. Wurtzburg gains a great deal by its wines, which 
are carried as far as Sweden. They praifed the Stein wine to me very much, I 
tated it, but found it very fiery and burning on the tongue. {tis very full of tartar, 
and raifes thirft. . . 

Agriculture feems to be well underftood in this country; but in their manufactures 
behind, not only the northern parts of Germany, but their 


they are a great way 
neighbours the Fuldans. Thefe make a great number of very fine damaiks; with 
HH 2 ; which 
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which, as well as the plainer linens, they drive a good trade. The Wourtzburghers : 
have no employment equally profitable.. Befides this, as in winter time the Fuldans - 
employ themfelves in {pinning and weaving, they are infinitely better off in their wild 
country, than the people of Wurtzburg in their paradife. ‘The Bifhop, indced, of the’ 
laft place has a fine manufa@ture of looking-glaffes and china; but they are the only 
good manufa@ures of the place. The prefent Bifhop gives himfelf a great deal of 
trouble to.infpire his fubjedts.with a tafte for the arts. * * * * * #* * # 
In order to give this fetter its proper length, previous to my. fealing it, I made an 
excurfion into Franconia, which is the leaft of all the circles.. But the game I have 
ae in this chafe is fo very little, as to be hardly worth the poftage you will have to 
pay for it. 
Bamberg isa pretty, large, handfome, lively city, containing near twenty thoufand 
inhabitants. What is moft remarkable in it is the gardening, which in ne part of 
Germany is fo flourifhing as it is here. Several hundred gardeners carry ona confi- 
derable trade as far as Holland, with fmall pickled gerkins, a prodigious number of 
liquorice roots, onions which are looked: upon as the beft in Germany, and other 
things. They alfo fupply the neighbourhood reund with pot-herbs, very good apples, 
and cauliflowers. Their good ftrong beer is likewife carried as far asthe Rhine. The 
common people here believe that there is no liquorice any where elfe in-the world,. 
and that this was planted here and given to this city as an exclufive pofleffion for ever, 
by the holy Cunigunda, who lies buried in the cathedral, with her hufband Henry the 
Second. As [am upon the miracles of this holy pair, I cannot forbear communicating 
to you another anecdote cencerning them, which I have learned here ;. and Ido it the 
more willingly, becaufe holy legends are the only things worth mentioning from hence. 
Poffibly it may be known to you that Henry the Second, the founder of this bifhopric, 
was, notwithitanding his fanctity, extremely jealous of this Cunigunda; fo that in con. 
formity to the cuftoms of the times, he determined. to have the ordeal proof of her 
chaftity. After fhe had walked over the red hot plough-fhares unhurt, he of courfe 
embraced his {poufe, and begged her pardon for the fufpicions he had entertained. It 
happened that fome time before, vieing with each other in affection towards. this foun. 
dation, they.had had two new bells put up in the cathedral. After the ordeal proof 
was over, they. ufed to -walk together every day in the court about the cathedral at the 
time of chiming the bells. Henry’s confort was one day fo mortified at finding that 
his bell had a better tone than her’s, that in order to give her.a proof of his hearty. 
confidence and love, the Emperor took a golden ring from his finger, and threw it up 
into the air, when it clung round the bell fo as to deaden the found ;: which continues 
dull to this day. This piece of gallantry is almoft too fine for the tenth and eleventh 
centuries; but the old cathedrals of Bamberg and Wurtzburg would furnifh each of 
them a numerous, and not a very uninterefting colleGtion of tales. of knight errantry, 
legends, and ftories of apparitions. The abundance of fuch tales is a fure proof that 
the people are idle, and have not a fufficient number of ufeful employments to take up 
their thoughts and converfations. Plalm-finging, to which the common people 
amongft the reformed have recourfe whenever they are tired, has not,.it is true, that 
colouring of imagination which marks the amufements of the Catholics in Germany ; 
but it is more adapted to the notions of the common people, and gives them no falle 
and dangerous opinions. J cannot here pafs over an anecdote of a fpirit from Wurtz- 
burg. I was affured, that even to this day, from eleven to twelve at night, the watch 
“cannot be fet in a certain ftreet, on account of a very dangerous man walking through 
it at th's time, who carries his body under his right arm. 

7 : Not- 
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Notwithftanding the excellence of the foil, the people of the bifhoprics of Wurtz- 
burg and Bamberg are upon the whole extremely poor. ‘This does not arife fo much 
from a neglect of agriculture, a6 from a want of frugality. It is however impoflible 
that agriculture fhould employ allithe people of fo populous a country. It is no doubt 
owing to both education and cuftom, that we fee fo many beggars in-a country where- 
nature has fhewn herfelf fo liberal. The government of the {piritual princes in Ger- 
many, which Ichave hitherto feen, is much more gentle than thofe of moft of the tem- 
poral princes; and the abufe caft upon them, is upon the whole very anjaft. It re. 
quires many ages to: make a diffipated and luxurious people frugal and industrious, 
The relaxed manners of the Roman Catholics-in Germany are in a great: meafure 
owing to the falfe notions inculcated into them by their teachers. Schloffer tells us - 
in his journal, that a Roman Catholic prieft was accufed of herefy by:one bifhop and 
two univerfities, for teaching ‘* that felf-love was the principle of -all-human ations 3. 
that a negle& of the earthly advantages: which time and opportunity offer to men, was 
a philofophical fin ; and that it was unlawful to do another a kindnefs,. by which we 
might confiderably. fuffer ourielves.”’ Thefe exceflive notions of liberality and con-- 
tempt for temporal things, are the true reafons why the Roman Catholic Germans in 
general are, as Mr. Pilati has obferved, better hearted than the Proteftant ones, The 
number of beggars are themfelves a proof of it; for if they did not find fo many 
givers, they would foon learn to work. It would, however, be much better if there 
were no beggars, and the people were made a little more frugal. For the fame reafon it is 
that you find many more charitable foundations of all forts amongft the Catholics than : 
amongft the Proteftants, though the former are fo poor. ‘The Julius Hofpital, at 
Wurtzburg,. is richer than all the foundations of the fort in the King of Pruffia’s 
dominions put together; but all thefe foundations are a new encouragement to: 
luxury. 

The mendicant orders. of friars find their account in their dottrines of free gifts; . 
and contempt of the things of this world, (which they themfelves carefully gather ;) : 
and they are alfo the principal defenders of them. Exclufive of the maifes for fouls, 
which, taken altogether, do not amount to a great deal, the Catholic fecular prielts do 
not get much by the liberality of the people. 

The benefices in the cathedrals of Wurtzburg and Bamberg are looked upon’ as the > 
beft in Germany. In good years each is worth 3500 guilders *; but you. feldom 
meet with a prieft who has no more than one of them. Several of them have 
four or five prebends in as many cathedrals, and receive from 8 to 10 or 12,909 guild. 
ers per-year. The prelates of thofe foundations receive from 20 to 30,000 florins a 
year. ‘he whole trouble of a German canon confilts in his being obliged to refidence 
in his cathedral for amonth in the year. No other qualification is required of him but 
to be able to read Latin, and prove himfelf defcended from a good family-on the mo- 
ther’s -fide. ‘ 

In a certain epifcopal city in Germany, there is this proberb, ‘« that prebends make 
themlelves.” In general you fee them hovering round the ladies. 

I'am affured that.every.canon of Wurtzburg, at his firft entry into the chapter, re- 
ceives a-ftroke with a fwitch from each of his-colleagues. ‘This extraordinary inaugu- 
ration is contrived with a view of preventing any prince, who of courle cannot fubmit- 
to fuch a ceremony, from defiring to be of the chapter. . 


* About 35ol, 
Nuren. 
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Nurenberg is an ugly town, which grows every day more deferted. At the end of 
the fifteenth century this town contained above fifty thoufand male inhabitants, who 
were not above one-fourth of the-whole ; whereas the whole populetion now hardly 
amounts to a fixth part of the number. In the courfe of the laft years eleven hundred 
men have died every year. Many hundred houfes ftand quite empty, and the others 
are tenanted only by fingle families. The inhabitants are flill a very induftrious people; 
and it is a very pretty fight to fee the little children employed in making the various 
toys, for the manufaCture of which this place is fo diftinguithed in Europe. 

I am furprifed to find fo many German writers Jaughing at thefe produdtions of the 
Nurenberghers, and making a proverb of their induftry. Is not the great exportation 
of thefe commodities a fufficient juftification of the mode in which thefe people employ 
their time? -But thefe reproaches are the more unjuft becaufe Nurenberg has long 
produced artifts who vie with the belt Englifh ones, in making mathematical and phy- 
fical inftruments. You meet no where, out of England, with fuch good manufaétures 
in-fteel, iron, and copper, as you do here. Will any man then fay he has a right to 
blame thefe people, becaufe, amidft their more important bufinefs, they find ufeful and 
profitable employments for their wives and children? Nurenberg is far fuperior to 
Augfburg in the arts. : : . 

The great caufe of the ruin of this town is the ariftecracy. I could not have bes 
lieved, had not refpeétable citizens of Nurenberg told it me, the ill treatment which 
they receive from twenty or thirty families, in whofe hands the government is. From 
time to time every citizen mult have an inventory of his effeéts taken, and I do not know 
for what reafon, give a third or fourth part of them to the regency. Exclufive of the 
evil of thefe numberlefs gifts, it is extremely bad policy ina commercial ftate, to compel 
the merchant to inform every one-of the profit of his trade. Thefe patricians have like- 
wife a number of families in their intereft, amongft whom they divide the employments 
of the ftate, which are very confiderable. All this renders it not furprifing to find that 
the rich citizens leave the city, and endeavour to emancipate themfelyes by taking re. 
fuge inthe Auftrian or Pruffian territories. 

The morals of the Nurenbergers are better and purer than thofe of any other Ger- 
man city. ‘The magiftrate is particularly anxious to put a ftop to fornication. I do 
not exaggerate, but relate a real faét when I aflure you, that the young men of the 
city underwent a phyfical vifitation by fome of the members of the magiftracy attended 
by phyficians. There is a very charateriftical print of this bufinefs, in which the de- 
puties are reprefented in their bufinefs with their fpeCtacles upon their nofes. 

Nurenberg, has a more confiderable territory belonging to it than any other imperial 
city. ‘The number of its fubjects in the country is eftimated at four hundred thoufand. 
Thefe the regency does not govern in fo arbitrary a manner as it does the inhabitants of 
the city; or if it does, this does not prevent the country from being very well culti- 
vated, though there is a great deal of fand about it. I have not beheld prettier vil- 
lages any where than there.is here. Every thing befpeaks a great degree of opulence 
in the farmers, who, as well as the town’s people, remain faithful to their old drefs. 

The margraviates of Anfpach and Bareith, exhibit, in point of induitry, a flrong 
contraft to the induftry of the bifhoprics of Wurtzburg and Bamberg. Nature has 
not nearly been fo liberal to them; and yet the inhabitants of thofe countries, though 
Joaded with much greater taxes, are in much better circumftances than thofe of the 
former. The cities of Erlan, Anfpach, Schwakack, and fome others, have fome very 


good manufaQures. The prefent Murgrave, who is the aft branch of a houfe, which 
1E promifes 
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promifes no. new ones, is a very clever and amiable man. The well known Mademoi- 
{elle N——~ is his companion ; a proof, at leaft, of his good tafte. His income amounts 
to fixteen hundred thoufand Rhenifh florins, or one hundred and fixty thoufand pounds. 
His peafants are fomewhat difcontented with him for having fold their children to the 
Englih. ‘here were, indeed, great difcontents amongft the troops that were to go to 
America; but the margrave was not affected by them. He feems determined to make 
as much of that country as he can, upon the principle that after his death it is to fall into 
other hands. 

‘The remainder of Franconia is compofed of a number of fmall principalities. The 
people here in general fuffer very great opsreffion, ‘Thofe are particularly miferable 
whofe matters refide in the great courts ; for,.by this means, they are not only deprived 
of the {pending of great lums amongft them, bat are fubjected to the tyranny of defpotic 
{ervants, who are always worfe than the mafters, and choofe to have their fhare of the 
plunder. ‘The cum tenens of a welt known dutchy in Franconia, hardly keeps his place 
more than feven or eight years, in which {hort time he commonly faves enough to be 
no longer a fervant. ‘This will, no doubt, uiake you think of the fervants of the Eng- 
lith Ea(t-India company, who hare called nabobs at their return 3 which they, literally 
{peaking, are, at the-expence of the Indians. It is thanks to ftanding armies that the 
people of this country are as quiet as they are under their nabobs. In the famous re- 
bellion which broke out in 1425, and has been fo well defcribed by Gothe, in his Gofs 
of Berlichingen, they treated the princes, dukes, and other great perfons, in a very 
ftrange manner. A number of thefe rufians having made themfelves mafters of fome 
cattles belonging to the marquiffes of Hohenlo, put collars round their necks, and cried 
out under their nofe, “¢ Now ure we matters of Hohenloe, and ye are nothing?” It was 
very impolitic in the imperial cities of Franconia, Suabia, and the circles of the Rhine, 
to be acceflary at that time in fubduing the peafants. At prefent the oppreffion of the 
prince falls as heavily upon them as it does on their own fubjects; a thing they might 
have forefeen, as thefe princes were already fo powerful, by means of their {landing 
armies, that the falvation of the cities would have been to make a common caufe with 
the peaiants againit them, as without the affiftance then afforded by thefe cities, the in- 
furgents would not have been fubdued ; for the now fo weak cities of Halle, Bopfin- 
gen, Dunckelfpuhl, Nordlingen, &c. were at that time more formidable to the rebellious 
peafants, than the greateft princes; but they have now no longer any fuch fortunate 


opportunity to expect. 


LETTER LXI. 
Francfort. 
I CAME hither through the Speffart, which is the thickeft foreft I have met with in 
the common road. In the fpace of twenty-feven miles, I faw only a fingle village and 
an hunting box. The reft was almoft intirely wood and hill. Notwithftanding all this, 
the road is a very wonderful one; and the Elector of Mentz, to whom the greateft part 
of the country belongs, keeps it very clear from robbers. For twenty years paft there - 
have hardly been two inftances of any perfon having been attacked in thefe frightful 
forefts; and at prefent they are fo fecure, that you may travel through them in the 
night without any apprehenfions. At Afchaffenburg, a pretty German town, thefc are 
always thirty huffars, who travel through the Speffart at {lated times, in order to pre- 
vent the polfibility of an accident. If all the princes of Germany were to make ule of 


their forces for thefe purpofes, there would be no caufe to complain of their military 
eftablifhments, 
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eftablifhments, or the tyrannical manner in which their hufbandmen are treated. The 
beauty and falubrity of its fituation, encouraged me to make an excurfion as far as Af- 
chaffenburg. At fome diftance north and eaftward, you fee the Speffart, which torms 
a half circle round this city, and proteéts it from the high winds. The country about 
this city is uncommonly fruitful. It is famous for producing a great number of apple- 
trees, with the fruit of which they make a cyder, which only a connoiffeur can diitin- 
guith from true wine. Itis often exported to the north asa Rhenifh. I tafted fome of 
it that was feven years old ; it had a great deal of fire, but coils twenty-four creutzers 
- the bottle, a price for which you may have very good wine. 

The government encourages the people ts inaxe cs much as poffible of the advantage 
of their fituation. They have planted mulberry-trees, and have made fome very good 
experiments on filk-worms. On the banks of the Maine, near the city, there is a fine 
alley, which rans carough a very extended plain. You meet here with a curious me- 
morial of the fixteenth century. An old German knight, as big as the life, and armed 
at all por .zs, is kneeling before a crucifix, at the bottom of which he has depofited his 
helmet. ‘The whole has the appearance of an immenfe pyramid, of which the crofs 
forms the head, and the knight and his appurtenances the lower parts. The work is 
extremely good, and altogether exhibits a very ftriking appearance to the beholder. 

Francfort is a fine large city. There is no town in Germany which has larger or 
‘more magnificent inns than thofe of this place. Excepting Hamburgh, this is the only 
imperial city which keeps up all its priftine fplendour. Whilft Nurenberg, Augfburg, 
and feveral others about it, are going to decay, it continues to thrive and to improve. 
The outfides of the houfes are very {plendid, and the ftyle of the architeCture fhews that 
the inhabitants know how to lay out their money with tafte. There are about thirty 
inhabitants in the place who are worth a million of livres; and you may name above 
thirty €alviniftic houfes, who have thirty thoufand guilders. The number of very rich 
Catholics and Lutherans, is not lefs: fo that in all there may be about two hundred 
houfes who have incomes of one hundred thoufand guilders *, and above. There is a 
high appearance of affluence throughout. The furniture of their houfes, their gardens, 
equipage, drefs, and female ornaments, every thing, in fhort, befpeaks a ftate above the 
ordinary citizen, and which approaches the extreme of magnificence. 

The trade of Francfort is extremely hurtful to Germany. According to the accounts 
given me bya very underftanding merchant of this place, the exports of German com- 
modities by this channel hardly amount toa tenth of the imports from France, Holland, 
Italy, and other countries. The former confift of iron and other rough or worked 
metals, (which are exported moftly into France and Holland) of wine, linen, and other 
infignificant articles. The latter, on the contrary, are made up of all kinds of fpices, 
female ornaments, handkerchiefs, filks, and in fhort, all the expenfive articles of luxury 
furnifhed by Italy, France, and Holland. Ina word, Francfort is the great canal by 
which the gold of the empire runs out. The lofs which this place brings on the coun- 
tries about the upper parts of the Rhine, Danube, and Maine, may be judged of by the 
value of the louis-d’ors. As all the payment of this place to France and Holland, muft 
be made in this coin, they are commonly worth twelve creutzer more here than in the 
other parts of Germany, the country about the Lower Rhine only excepted, which 
drives the fame kind of unpatriotic trade. The older people of this place, as well as in 
Bavaria, Franconia, and Suabia, remember the times, when, after the operations of 
Lewis XIV. our louis and crown pieces were the coin the moft commonly to be met 
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with in the country. But now they are very feldom found in the ordinary courfe of 
trade. Very few of them were recoined, as the mint cannot cope with the high agio 
iven by the merchants in the courfe of exchange. ‘They are, however, fent in heaps 
to Holland, and twenty creutzer for every louis-d’or is paid above the market price. 
‘There are fome woollen, carpet, and cotton manufactures here, and in the country 
round. ‘Thefe belong in part to the merchants of the piace, but are moft of them only 
rented by them, and a great part of the woollen manufadures of Hanau, are fold by 
third hands here. Upon the whole, the eatire wade of this place is a mere Jowifh bufi- 
nefs, which employs very few hands profitably, and is in a great meafure fupported by 
the internal confumption. ‘The greateft merchants of this place are not afhamed of being 
brokers ; and a great number of traders, with revenues of from forty to fifty or fixty 
thouland guilders,-do onty commiili whereas, if they-had more activity, 
ufe of their money to more advantage 




















in manufac 

The fituation of the piace fecures it the perpetual enjoyment of the advantages which 
have made it fo rich, Ir fies in the midit of the beft part of Germany, in a country, 
the natural wealth of which is favourable to luxury, and which is broken into fo many 
{mall fates, that there is no caufe to fear the prohibition of foreign wares. It has not, - 
like Dantzick, which carries on the fame kind of trade, but is now nearly ruined by 
Pruflia and Pcland, powerful and enlightened neighbours to cope with, who are atten- 
tive to lofe no advantages that may be procured to their own fubjects. 

Francfort contains thirty-four thoufand inhabitants, including the {trangers conftantly 
refident, ‘Phofe who come for the fair are generally -eftimated at fome thoufands. 
Amoagtt thefe, there were at lat {pring fair fifty princes. As the way to the principal 
high roads of Germany lies through this place, ail the perfons of confequence who go 
to the baths and watering places, commonly take Francfort in their way tothem. ‘This 
occafions a concourle of good company ; and the apparatus of the fatr, together with 
the liberty of living which prevails at thele times, form together an interefting {pectacle. 
The German nobility come here from many caufes, fuch as payments and fales of many 
Kinds to make, the neighbourhood of powerful courts, and various other reafons, 

Ihe government, which was formerly very rigid, has now fomewhat relaxed, and 
endeavours to make the ftay of ftrangers as agrecable to them as can be. During the 
fair, there are play-houfes, concerts, a Vaux-hall, fine walks, public dancing-booths, 
and women of the town in abundance. A village in this neighbourhood called Born- 
heim, is famous all over Germany for its brothels. 

Excepting at the time of the fair, ftrangers, who are generally Here in great numbers, 
are but iltreated. As T'rancfort is one of the few imperial cities who have freed them- 
felves from the tyranny of the excife fyftem, the magiltrates, who have loit confiderably 
by loting it, endeavour to make themfelves amends by making ftrangers feel the weight 
of their privileges. T'or initaace, the innkeepers will not allow a ttranger to take up 
his quarters at a private houfe, even though he eats at his inn. ‘The little jealoufy in- 
cident to fmaller ftates, but which you wouid not expeé to meet with in a city fo con- 

‘Tpizvous as.thisis for its zon, fometimes alfo plays ftrangers fcurvy tricks. A few years 

fince, two miftreffes of a German prince, with large revenves, fettled here, and {pene 
large {ums of money. After a time they were banifhed the city by ihe magiftrates, under 
pretence that they led diilipated and idle lives; but the true reafon was, that the ladies 
ot the place, who. could not uiford to fpend as much macy as they did, grew jealous of 
them. 














vol. Vi. TI The 


242 _  REESBECK’s TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. 


"The ever increafing luxury of the Germans, particularly of thofe who inhabit the 
. countries round this place, the habit the German xsb/efé are under of coming hither to 
make’a figure, the increafing cate of the magiitrate to procure itrangers every kind of 
pleafure, the admirable roads which lead hither from every part of Germany, and the 
excellent inns, are the reafons why. this fair is of late years more and more frequented. | 
It is now vifited by French and Englith, who meet here with every article of luxury 
they can defire. ; : 

In general the inhabitants of this place are rather {Hit in their carriage. There is, 
however, fome excellent company to be met with amongit them, Amongft the patri- 
cians there are feveral very reipectable perfons of good: nobility who have no fhare in 
the magiftracy. 

' Francfort has ever fupplied, and ftill continues to fupply Germany with fome of its 
firft-rate literati; and you meet here with well-informed men in every branch of the 
arts and feiences. "Ihe only thing which ftands in the way of liberty of thought, and 
refinement of manners, and alfo affe&ts trade and induftry confiderably, is the inquifi- 
torial ftate of the Lutheran clergy, who are here the principal church. ‘The reformed, 
who, in proportion of their numbers, are without a doubt the richeft part of the inhabi- 
tants, have not yet been able, with all their pains, to obtain the liberty of worthipping 
God publicly ; though the Catholics, whofe rgligion differs much more than theirs, from 
that of the eftablifhed church, have more chapels than any other fe€t, and the Jews have 
a public and very confiderable fynagogue. 

The number of Jews fettled here is about fix thoufand. There are fome who are - 
worth a million, and vie with the Chriftians in every articles of expence. Their induftry’ 
is not to be conceived. They are pimps, language-mafters, fencing-majfters, dancing- 
matters, writing and arithmetic mafters, and their daughters are at the fervice of the 
uncircumcifed. Thofe who go into their ftreets, are in danger of being prefled to death 
by them. They fall upon ftrangers by dozens, and compel them to buy their wares, 
It is very difficult for a man to difentangle himfelf from them without the help of a good 
ftick ; and they call to ftrangers from the diftance of three or four hundred paces. ‘he 
houfes of their well-encompaffed ftreets are filled to the very roofs with inhabitants. In 
feven of them, which hardly occupied a fpace of fifty yards, and were burned down fome 
years fince, there were twelve hundred perfons. On the other hand, there is often only 
one family in the houfes belonging to the rich. This is the fign of an incredible afflu- 
ence, for houfe-rent is dearer in thefe ftreets, than in any part of London, Paris, or any 
other great city, There is a law which forbids the Jews to live any where out of their 
flreets ; but the magiftrate winks at the breaking of it, and only renews it from time 
to time to extort money from thofe who choofe to live elfewhere. 

‘The celebrated colleges here are a wonderful inftitution. ‘Thefe confift of affocia- 
tions of people of the fame rank, who aflemble ona certain day. There are colleges of 
nobility, of artifts of all kinds, of bookfellers, of doétors of law and phyfic ; and, in 
fhort, of all orders. It is not difficult for a ftranger to be introduced to thefe, and the 
advantage he derives by it, of being acquainted in an hour with the moft reputable peo- 
ple of his own rank, is incredible. — . 

The government of this city is of a mixed kind, and very intricate. The conteft be- 
tween the ariftocracy and democracy is warmer here than in any other city in Germany. 
Hardly a year pafles but the burghers begin a new law-fuit with the council, or the 
council with the burghers. The confequence is, that as law-fuits carried before the 
imperial court are of very long duration, the law-fuits of the city of Francfort againft 
itfelf, already amount to fome dozens. I have it from good authority, that the ftate 

has 
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has laid out 30,000 rix-dollars, in the laft twenty years, annuaily, in expences for law- 
- fuits carried on betwixt its own citizens. And as the fpirit of pettyfogging and litigiouf- 
nefs is no where higher than it is here, Francfort is likewife engaged in perpetual dif 
putes with the Princes, Dukes, and Marquiffes round it, much to the advantage of the 
lawyers of Vienna and Wefslar. The cofts of thefe, during the above-mentioned pe- 
‘riod, have amounted to 20,000 rix-dollars annually ; fo that when we come to caft. up 
flate expences, we may lay this fingle article at 50,000 rix.dollars. The annual revenue 
of the ftate is about 600,000 guilders, or 30,000l., which are moltly raifed from the 
excife and cultoms. The contributions of the burghers, which are a kind of tax, are 
very numerous. They are laid on according to the true principles of a commercial com- 
monwealth. ‘They are divided into two portions, viz. the large tax of 50 guilders, and 
the fmaller, of 25 guilders per annum. Every burgher has, the liberty of paying to 
the large or {mall fund, and confequently taxes himfelf. If 1 miftake not, an income. 
of 30,000 guilders fubjects a man to pay the higher tax ; but the magiftracy of this place 
has not, like thofe of Nurenberg, the right, fo contrary to the true fpirit of trade, of 
staking an inventory of the circumftaticee of a merchant. This leaves the merchants at 
liberty to value their eftates over or under the line of limitation ; and it is evidently the 
intereft of every merchant to pafs for a man of an eftate of more than 30,000 guilders, 
and contribute to the large tax.—The clafs of inhabitants to which all the reformed, and 
likewife a large: part of the Catholics belong, have greater taxes to pay. ‘The latter 
may, by favour of the magiftracy, arrive at the rights of burgeffes, but not take part 
in the government. The former are entirely excluded from the power of becoming 
burgefles. : 


LETTER LXIL 
Mentz. 
THE country between this place and Francfort, particularly that in the neighbour- 
hood of Mentz, is one of the richeft I have hitherto feen, and the road is the belt and 
handfomeft I have met within Germany. Till within three miles of Francfort, it is in 
a ftraight line, raifed, paved, and guarded on both fides with high ftones, which fecure 
the foot-paffengers from waggons and horles. ‘Lhe only defect in this road is, that it 
is too narrow in the middle for two waggons to pafs. All the roads through the do- 
main of the city of Francfort are builtin the fame magnificent ftyle, fo that it is efti- 
mated that every three miles has colt the city above 60,000 guilders, or 60001. The 
chaufzé in the one-and-twenty miles belonging to Mentz, is not raifed in fo expenfive a 
ityle as that of Francfort, but itis broader; it is planted with trees on both fides all the 
way, and very well kept. Here and there you meet with noble alleys of walnut and 
- other fruit-trces, the villages at the end of which exhibit beautiful perfpectives. There 
is hardly aroad in Germany more frequented than this; the place of poft-mafter of Ha- 
terfheim, a place midway between the two cities, is the beft of any of the territories of 
the imperial free cities. In the territory of Mentz, each horle pays two-pence chauffeé 
money at every poft, and each of the three pofts bring in 6000 guilders. At leaft fe- 
venty-two thoufand horfes pafs this road every year, befides a great number of horfes 
belonging to private perfons, not taken into the account. There likewife go every day 
between the two cities two large veflels, which are conftantly filled with men and mer- 
chandize. 1 met with waggons on this road, which, at a diftance, looked like large 


houfes, They were drawn by fixteen or eighteen horfes, and, as the waggoners affured 
Tt A Mee 


244 — RIESBECK’s TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY, 


me, carried loads of one hundred and forty or one hundred and fifty hundred weight. 
They generally go from Francfort to Strafburg, 

We came through the pretty little city of Hochft, which is fituated very pléafantly 
and wholefomely, on an elevation fix miles from Francfort. I fhould not have made 
mention of this place, but to fet right a miftake into which Mr. Moore has fallen; in 
doing which I fhail have eccation to lay before you a very remarkable inftance of the 
political miftnanagement of two different governments. 

Near this little town vou fee a magnificent country-houfe, the architecture of which 
is not very good. The builder isan Italian of the name of Bolongaro, who, without a 
penny of original fortune, has found means to acquire, entirely by his own indultry, a 
capital of froma million to a million and a half of guilders. He made his fortune en- 
tirely by the fnuff which bears his name, which is {till extremely liked throughout all 
Germany. ‘This man was ranked in the clafs of inhabitants; I do not know exaétly 
whether he was defirous to leave the city, or whether the government of Francfort had 
ccafion to tax him afrefh as an out-burgher; be that as it may, he was called upon to 
lay an account of his circumftances before the regency. He offered an immenfe fun 
of money if they would take his word for the fum total, without defcending into parti- 
culars; but nothing would fatisfy them but an inventory, which they infifted on with 
all the obftinacy and harfhnefs of a fmall ftate. It fo happens that there isa compact 
fubfifting between the ftates of Mentz and Francfort, by which the burgeffes of the one 
are allowed to migrate to the other, without let or moleftation, Bolongaro determined 
to feize the opportunity to revenge himfelf of a government who had treated him fo ill. 
He accordingly built at Hochft, and became a fubje@ of Mentz, which faved him from 
the neceility of laying an inventory of his eftate before the magiftracy of Francfort, and 
enabled him to go there as often as he pleafed, without leaving a creutzer * behind him. 
Mr. Moore fays that the immenfe palace which he has built at Hochit, ftands quite 
empty; but we fhall eafily conceive how much bufinefs is carried on there, if we cons 
fider that Mr. Bolongaro now pays at leaft 8900 guilders lefs to the cuftoms at Franc. 
fort than he did before, when his whole bufinefs was done in that city. He has alfo 
contrived that great part of the confignmeants fent from Bremen, Hamburgh, and the 
feveral parts of Heffia and Hanover into Suabia, Alfatia, and Switzerland, fhould go 
through Hochtt inftead of going through Francfort as they did before. The legiflature 
of Mentz has much facilitated this by building him a crane on the Maine, before his 
palace. : 

Mr. Bolongavo has carried his revenge ftill farther. He tock Mr. Beggiora, one of 
the acuteft and mofl intellisent of his countrymen, out of oce of the beft houfes of 
Francfort, and entered into partnerfhip with him for eftablifhing a commerce in drugs, 
the moft capital branch of trade in Francfort, at Hochft. ‘fhe bare firm of Mr. Bolon- 
garo was of un!peakable fervice to this trade, and foon repaid him, with intereft, the 
fums he had advanced; but befides this, the partner enjoyed the exemption of cuftoms 
which Bolongaro had obtained from the regency of Mentz, for twenty years. The 
conlequence was, that this new branch of trade was opened to fo much advantage, as 
foon to put 160,000 guilders, or 16,cool., into Mr. Bolongaro’s pocket. All this 
fhews that the regency of Francfort committed a great offence again{t the profperity of 
the country, by the perfecution“of Ivir, Bolongaro; and that Mr. Moore, who doubt. 
lefs faw Bolongaro’s building in company with the Francfortians, and through their 
eyes, would not have found it fo empty if he had {cen it with his own. . 
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‘The regency of Mentz were not, however, guilty of a lefs fault in their adoption of 
Kir. Bolongare, than that of Francfort in their perfecution of him. ‘Lhe poffeflors of 
millions are notalways beneficial inhabitants toa fmail fate; on the contrary, a couple 
cf dozen of weavers’ looms, which fupport an induftrious man in a creditable manner, 
are at all times of more value than ever fo many palaces of th! o kind, ‘The 
court of Mentz has paid very dearly for the honour of having th!s rica man for its fub- 
jeét, by entering into contrads very advantageous to him, but much otherwife to the 
itate. Mr Bolongaro engaged to fpend a certain fum, I believe 20,000 guilders *, every 
year, during twenty years, in building at Hochft, For this the government of Meniz 
gratited him an exemption of all cuftoms for twenty years, an illimited freedom of trade, 
as much ftone as he chofe to take from the ruins of an old caftle, and four horfes free 
from taxes for his own ule. The exemption of cuftoms alone, and the liberty to leave 
Francfort, are more than an equivalent for the promifed buildings of twenty years; but 
even thefe laft:he has contrived to turn entirely to his own advantage. He had made 
the regency of Mentz believe, in his boafting and magnificent manner, that in the courfe 
of the twenty years, he would build them a fuperb new town, which he propofed to call 
Emmerickftadt, in honour of the dead ele€tor; but all he did was to build fome houfes © 
adjoining to his palace, which no doubt Mr. Moore took for the wings of it. It is. 
certain that Mr. Bolongaro fearce expended half the yearly fum he had covenanted to 
do; and that for many years the whole town of Emmerickftadt, from,whence he dated 

_his letters to ali the world, was occupied by his own compting-houfe only. 

Still, however, might the regency of Mentz have been excufable for laying out fo 
much in the acquifition of this rich citizen, had fome part of his money at leaft been 
devoted to the employment of ufeful hands, or fome part of his fub{ance {pent for the 
benefit of the ftate; but excepting a few plaifterers and carpenters, no fubje& of Mentz 
has feen a penny of Mr. Bolongaro’s money. Almoft all his tobacco is prepared out 
of the country, and even the greateft part of it exported from Francfort, where his prin- 
cipal warehoufes and magazines flill are. He only removed that part of his trade to 
Hochft, which he could not carry on fo well at Francfort, and availed himfelf of the 
privileges of a citizen of Mentz, to burt the former city, without being of the leaft ufe 
to the latter: nay, it is ftill free for him or his heirs to leave Hoclt whenever they 
pleafe, and make it up with Francfort. In the mean time he has built himfelf a palace 
sor the fummer in the cheapeft manner, and furrounded it with common houfes, the 
rents of which wiil richly pay him for the fums he has laid out upon them. 

This, however, was only a political error inthe regency of Mentz; but the univerfal 
liberty of trade granted to Mr. Bolongaro is an unpardonable offence, both again{t moe 
rals and politics. “This man, who originally was lower than the dirt in the Hlreeis, be- 
came a miracle of popular infoience.. There are examples of his niggardlinefs, which 
almoft furpafs all conception, and they are the more {trong from being a fingular contra{t 
to the brutal and offenfive magnificence that is peculiar to him. ‘The pride of doing 
mifchief, has led him to make his fellow-citzens feel the weight of his money in every 
tranfaction by which a penny is to be got. There were eight or nine retail merchants 
in the little town of Hochft, who contrived to Jive honourably, and carry on a {mall 
trade. Mr. Bolongaro could not reft contented with the great advantage his own coin- 
merce enjoyed from the exclufive privilege given him, but .he muit make ule of it, if 
not to the total ruin, to the manifeft oppreffion of thefe poor people. [He therefore 
opened a druggift’s fhop for the fale of his goods in the retail way. The regency of 
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Mentz, though aéting upon much better principles than any other of the ecclefiaftical 
{tates of Germany, hai ftill not fenfe enough to fee that eight middling and decent trades- 
people are a greater acquifition to a country than one very rich one, even when the ca- 
pital of the fatter is a thoufand times greater than that.of the former. - 

Mr. Bolongaro’s abject fpirit carried him flill farther. He wanted a monopoly of all 
the moft important articles of commerce, and to obtain it, offered the regency a large 
fum ; but this the prefent prince would not accept. 

To fill up the meafure of his crimes, Bolongaro brought a complaint againft the fifh- 
ermen of the place, for having hurt fome tree or ftatue in his garden, and infifted on 
their being deprived of the privilege of fithing in the river Nid, which runs under the 
wall of his garden into the Maine. This too the regency was weak and wicked enough 
to grant: thus robbing of their bread a number of poor families, in order to ferve a 
wretch, whofe chara¢ter I cannot better fum up, than by telling you he gave an old 
friend, who had met with misfortunes, and-was come a great way in hopes of receiving 
afliftance froma this profperous countryman of his, a fingle four fous piece *, and that the 
wortt he could pick out of his purfe. . 

T fhould not have detained you thus long with this trifling incident, but to fhew how 
fondly the fmall tates of Germany purchale the power of doing cach other harm ; for 
there is no doubt but the defire of hurting Francfort was the true caufe that led the re- 
gency of Mentz to give this ridiculous protetion. 

I vifited the china manufacture at Hochft ; it is not hitherto in very brilliant circum- 
ftances ; it is divided into fhares, the poffeffors of which are not men calculated to do 
what is beft for the whole: they are, however, hard at work upon plans to improve it. 
Amongtt other people engaged in them, I vifited Mr. Melchior, who is certainly one of 
the greateft {tatuaries now exifting, and has an unfpeakable love for his art. There are 
but few great works of his, though what he has done in this way is inimitable; but he is 
without a rival in fmall models, and it is to his labours that this porcelane manufactory 
owes its celebrity. 

"The villages and farms which we met with on the way to Francfort hither, would pafs 
for towns in Bavaria, or the north of Germany. They all befpeak a high ftate of opu- 
lence in the inhabitants. The beggars one occafionally fees, are a confequence of the 
way of thinking of the German catholics, and the opinions of their governors, which I 
mentioned in fpeaking of Wurtzburg. A peafantis in general extremely happy through- 
out the whole country. He is almoft every where a freeman, and opprefied with no 
hard taxes. A little more care to provide employments for the hands that could be 
{pared from agriculture, with a little more attention to education, in order to infpire the 
-people with a greater difguft to begging, would make this government almoft perfect. 
{n the neighbouring country of Darmftadt, which I likewife vifited from Francfort, the 
peafant is by no means fo rich as the inhabitant of the territory of Mentz, for nature 
has not been fo liberal to him, and he is loaded with more taxes; but he is cleaner and 
more 2étive; nor will you fee fo many beggars in the ftreets of Darmitadt. 

"EH within fix miles of Mentz, the inhabitants live chiefly on their agriculture. The 
earth yields uncommon returns, and the corn of this country is imported far and wide 
on the Rhine. ‘There are alfo large quantities of fruits and greens of all kinds; excel- 
lent afparagus and cabbage are the food of the moft common people: nor is there a 
place in Germany where the people are fo fond of them, or have a greater fupply of 


provifions of this kind. Great fhip-loads of their cabbages, as well raw as pickled, are 
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carried down the Lower Rhine, as far as Holland. ‘The little city of Croneburg, fitu- 
ated on an eminence fix miles off the main road, drives a trade with Holland to the 
amount of 8000 guilders a year for apples, cyder, and chefnuts, of which laft it has large 
groves. All the villages of the country lie in orchards cf trees, and command large 
fields of corn below. Thefe numerous orchards make the country look a little poor, 
though it is aswell cultivated as any other part of Germany. In the ftrip of land which 
lies betwixt Francfort, Mentz, and the neareft hills to the north of Mentz, containing 
a fpace of about twelve miles long, and fix broad, they reckon eight little cities, 
five large market towns, and about eighty villages, few of which contain lefs than fixty 
families. 

At Wickeard, a place which is fix miles from Mentz, the nature of the country intirely 
changes; an arm of the large mountain called Wetieraw, extends itfelf hereto the banks 
of the Maine, and formsa couple of large hills, on the one of which, Wickeard, and on 
the other, Hocheim is fituated. ‘The fouthern and weltern fides of the former produce 
an€xcellent wine. The caftern fide of the fecond yields admirable corn; and the parts 
of it expofed to the fouth and weft, afford the moft delicious wine, without comparifon, 
of all Germany. ‘The little village of Hocheim, from whence the Englifh give all kinds 
of Rhenifh wine the name of Hock, contains about three hundred families. A prettier 
village 1 have not feen. It belongs to the chapter of Mentz, the Dean of which enjoys 
the revenue of it; in a good year he makes from 12 to 15,000 guilders of his wine. 
He and the Auguftines of Mentz and Francfort, have the exclufive enjoyment of the 
beft Hocheimer wine, of which, in good years, a piece, confifting of one hundred mea- 
fures, fells for from goo to roco guilders from the prefs. ‘I’his is certainly one of the 
deare(t wines in the world. Having a defire to tafte it on the fpot, we were obliged to 
pay a rix dollar; it was, however, of the belt vintage in this century, to wit, that of 
1706. Nor fhould we have had it, but for an advocate of Mentz, to whom the hoftefs 
meant to fhew favour. This was the firft German wine I had met with which was in- 
tirely without any four tafte: it was quite a perfume to the tongue; whereas the other 
wine of Hocheim, let it be as good as it may, is not quite clear of vinegar; though for 
this alfo, if it has any age, you are forced to paya guilder and a half. The whole way 
from Hocheim to Mentz, was the moft beautiful of the whole journey during three miles. 
It lay along the flope of the hill, covered with vineyards, which are faaded from the road 
by beautiful fruit-trees. This defcent commands a beautiful profped, over a fall, but 
uncommonly rich country, terminated by the conflux of the Rhine and Maine. ‘The 
fine wine does not grow on this fide of the hill, but on the other. From hence you de« 
fcend into a vale, watered bya little rivulet, where corn-fields, meadows, and orchards, 
form the prettieit profpect imaginable. At the left, through an orchard of fruit-trees, 
you fee the beautiful village of Koftheim. ‘lhe way then winds through the orchards 
and vineyards of the large village of Caffel, which appears directly oppofite to Mentz, 
at the end of a fine alley leading to the banks of the Rhine. 

As foon as you arrive at the bridge of boats acrofs the Rhine, you are ftruck with one 
of the moft magnificent fpectacles that it is poffible for human imagination to conceive, 
The proud ftream which has now fwallowed up the Maine, and is fourteen hundred feet 
broad, comes out of a plain which extends as far as the horizon ; but at Mentz large 
hills come athwart its courfe, and compel it, after forming fome iflands, to change the 
northern direction, which it has kept from Switzerland hither, for a weftern one. It is 
thefe hills, on the flopes of which you behold feveral habitations, which form that cele- 
brated amphitheatre called the Rhinegau, the throne of the German Bacchus. The 

Rhine ftill keeps the beautiful green fo much admired in Switzerland; and even at fome 
: diftance 


2.48 RIESBECK’S TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. 


diftance below this city, the difference of its waters and thofe of the mu 
eafily to be difcerned. » Direétly before your eyes you have the city of 
prefents inelf with a majeity not to be defcribed. ‘The numberlefs boats which 
banks, as well as the numerous and magnificent towers of its churches, are reiiccted 
the clear {tream. The length of the city towards the Rhine, ineluding the fortificatio 
is at leaft a mile and a half. Amidft the jaree and fomething dark mals of old bu 
‘ings, you fee now and then a few new ones firike out, which fori a pleafing cont 
Both the houfes towards the Rhine, and thofe at the two ends of the city, are he 
there ornamented with a rich green. In a’word, the fituation of 
as it is, is hardly to be compared with that of Mentz. 

When you come into the city the beauty of the profpedt is much changed. — The 
ftreets are dark, narrow, and not very clean.—But belore I fay any t more of Mentz, 
T mutt give you an account of fome excurfions I made from Francfort ito the neigh 
bouring cities. 

I took a ride to Darmftadt, which is a finall but lovely place. At Francfort they } 
delcribed the people to me as {tiff, ‘but I found the circle in which I lived, and whi 
confifted of fome counfellers and officers, uncommonly affable, genteel, and eafy. 
deed were it in my power, I wifh for no better company to make merelifh life thaa that 
I met with at Darmiladt; nor do I know a place where I fhould pitch my tent fo wil- 
lingly, if it depended upon mylelf to fix the place of my abode. You are in the midft 
of feveral large cities, not far diltant from each other. ‘The company is fuch as you can 
only mect with in large cities. The air is good; the provifions cheap; and you have 
it always in your power to unite the city and country life. Add to this, that the popu- 
larity of the court, the delicate Englifh garden open to every body, the magnificent pa- 
rade, the number of agreeable women, and the hunting parties, which are to be made 
at no great expence, render it a moft defirable habitation. ; 

The talents of the reigning prince are altogether of the military kind. He refives Hele 
at Darmitadt ; but the hereditary prince, who is conftantly there, is one of the moit 
agreeable and beft men in the world. He knows nothing of the hauteur which encom. 
pafles fo many other German princes, and banifhes ftrangers from them. ‘Lhe income 
of this court is eftimated to amount to 1,150,000 Rhenifh guilders, or about 115,000 
poutics; a great part, however, of this, is appropriated to the payment of the principal 




































or intereft of old. debts. —This is the fituation of all the German courts. 

This part of the territory of Darmitadt, which lies betwixt the Rhine, the Maine, the 
Bersftrafle, and the Odenwald, is the mof confiderable of them in extent, but by no 
means the beft; it is made up chiefly of fandy plains and thick forefts, the beft part of 
which is the Black Wood. Some diftrigs on the Bergftraiie and the Odenwald are un- 
commonly fruitful; but in general the poffeflions of this houfe, which layin the Wet- 
terau, are much richer than this part of the marquifate cf Caffencla-Bogen. Notwith- 
ftanJing this, there is a great degree of opulence amongft the peafants; their induftry, 
and the activity and wildom of the government, making up for what nature has refufed 
them. ‘The villages in this co ntry have an uncommoniy neat and gay afpedt. The 
corn afforded by thefe fandy plans, the quantity of wood, and the large quantity of gar- 
den (tuff, together with the other produce of their agriculture, bring coniiderable fums 
to thecountry. he little hamict of Gerau fells from 4 to g000 guilders-worth of cab- 
bage, which is looked upon as the beft in this country, every year ‘the afparagus of 
Darmftadt are famous all over Germany for their beauty and fize: at feveral places they 
likewife make a wine, which is very tolerable. 
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The peafants of chis country are a very ftrong and handfome race of men, well boned 
and well finewed. Better or more adtive troops than the three Darmftadt regiments of 
infantry, are not to be feen in Germany ; the Pruflian troops themfelves not excepted. 
‘They confift of ebout fix thovfand men. ‘The regiment of them quartered at Pirma- 
fentz is vifited and admired by our officers from Stratzhurg, Landau, Fort Lewis, and 
other places. It is indeed a pattern of difcipline, ceconomy, and good behaviour.: The 
wonderful military talents of the Prince of Darmftadt give the greateft expeétations of 
the regiment called formerly the Royal Baviere, which he commanded in our army. 
The prince is commonly much blamed for his military turn; but his troops are really 
no detriment to the country ; it is incredible how little they coft; and as they have fre- 
quent furloughs granted, agriculture fuffers nothing from them: they are, in fact, only 
a well-difciplined and well-regulated militia. Nor is the military education without its 
advantages in other refpects ; one immediately fees, upon looking at thefe peafants, that 
they have feen fervice ; for the natural confequences of it, a peculiar degree of order, 
cleanlinefs, and adtivity, diftinguifh them from their neighbours. Nor are thefe troops 
commodities for the market, like thofe of many other German princes. The Englith 
dealer, General Faweet, offered a much higher price for them than what he gave the 
Landgrave of Hefle; but he met with a flat denial, though his money would have been 
of great fervice for the payment of old debts. : 

In my way from Afchaflenburg to Francfort, I came through Hanau. The country 
belonging to the prince of that name produces a great deal of corn, wood, wine, and 
falt, which may bring in about 50,000 Rhenifh guilders, or about 5000 pounds yearly, 
Hanau is a very pretty and well-peopled city, in which there are feveral manufactures, 
particularly of woollen ftuffs. The reigning prince is the moft amiable man I have yet 
met with amongit the German potentatcs. Every flranger who has either rank, merit, 
or knowledge, to diftinguifh him, is fecure of a good reception at hiscourt. Iam ac- 
quainted with no perfon of that high rank, who lets a ftranger feel his elevation fo little 
as this fovereign does. He can fo thoroughly diveft himfelt of his {tation, that I know 
few perfons who equal him either in the choice or enjoyment of the pleafures of fociety, 
His brother is as amiable as himfelf: they are both zealous free-mafons. He is bJamed, 
as well as the Prince of Darm{tadt, on account of the number of his troops; but as he 
is heir of Caffel, the government of which is intirely military, this reproach is of little 
confequence. 

F'rancfort commands a moft beautiful country on all fides. The villages and hamlets 
of this country would pafs for towns in other places. In ali Bavaria there is not a city, 
excepting Munich only, which can vie with the hamlet of Hofenbach, three miles diftant 
from Francfort, either in beauty, population, or riches. 

I made an excurfion, with a gentleman of Francfort, to Homberg von der 
Hobe, the refidence of a prince of the Houfe of Heffe, who takes his name from 
this little town. ‘Phe territory of this prince confifls only of a few fmall vil. 
lages, iri one of which there is a very rich colony of Huguencts. The proper name of 
this is Frederickfdorf, but in the whole country they callit Walfchdorf. ‘This arifes from 
our being called Welches in this country ; a name which in Bavaria and Aultria is com 
monly given to the Kialians. There are good manufactures here, particularly of vari- 
ous woollen ftuffs. The court is like the city, exceedingly fmall; but flrangers are 
made very welcome. The Princefs, who is a filter to the late Grand Duchefs of Ruf- 
fia, the Duchefs of Weimar, and the Margravine of Baden, is one of the moft refpect- 
able women I have ever feen. The education of thefe four princeffes does the utmoft 
honour to all Germany, as well as to their refpe€table mother, whofe magnificent grave, 
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in the park of Darmfladt, is a lafting memorial of her uncorrupt tafte and noble way 
of thinking. The Prince of Homberg is alfo a well educated man; fo that this court, 
fmall as it is, was one of thofe I admired moff in all Gefmany. The whole of its in- 
come does not amount to more than 100,090 rix dollars, or 10,cool. 

The country betwixt Francicrt, Homberg, Cronberg, and Rodelheim, is thick fet 
with villages and hamlets, which form the prettieft inland picture imaginable. You fel- 
dom meet with a pleafanter landicape than from the view at Oberurfel, a large hamlet 
in the territory of Mentz, which lies between Cronberg and Homberg. The noife of 
fome iron and copper hammers has an excceding good effect. 

‘We met with an adventure in this country, which I fhall all my life long recollect 
with the greateft pleafure. Behind Cronberg the mountain called Altkoniger, or the 
old king, raifes its bare head high above the ridge of hills, which protect the fine plain 
along the fide of the Maine, between Francfort and Mentz, from the rude north wind. 
‘They tell many ftrange ftories of this hills, and of an old ruinous caftle which ftands 
onit. We afcended him with fome difficulty, but at the top met with a fpectacle which 
will never go out of my remembrance. Direétly to the fouth you overlook a plain 
thirty-three miles broad, which is terminated by the fummits of the Odenwalde and the 
Speffart. Here you may difcern all the villages, hamlets, and towns, which lie between 
Francfort and the Maine; together with a great part of the country of Darmftadt. 
The eaftern view is clofed by the Speflart, which is fifty-one miles diftant. ‘The whole 
country of A{chaffenburg, along the Maine, along the Necker, and as far as the Don- 
nerfberg in the Upper Palatinate, lay like a map under our feet. Thefe extenfive pro- 
fpe&ts are common enough in many countries, but you feldom find them fo thickly 
fprinkled with the fmiling habitations of men, Behind you to the northward, and on 
both fides to the welt and north-eaft, you overlook partly barren, or well wooded 
mountains, and partly the moft agreeable mixture of foft hills and plains that can be 
conceived. Direétly againft the weft the row of mountains form the fiieft amphithe- 
atre that can be conceived. ‘The fineft fight, however, was that which we faw the next 
morning. ‘There is a {pot on this mountain very favourable for feeing the rifing fun. 
In order to enjoy this fpeétacle we had provided ourfelves with peliffes, to guard againft 
the cold, but were obliged to make a fire of wood in the night, though after one of the 
warmeft days in Auguit. The rife of the morning, however, fully overpaid us for the 
toils of the night. Never did I feel my own exiftence, or that of the Being which ani- 
mates all nature, more fully than at the inftant in which the firft ray of the morn gilded 
the tops of the Speffart and Odenawalde; both which at a diftance appeared to be iflands 
of fire. As far as this hill all was thick darknefs ; but this eaftern view appeared like 
an illuminated ifland {wimming on the black ocean of night. ‘The morning fpreading 
wider and wider fhewed us the moft beautiful landfcape m miniature that we had ever 
feen. We beheld villages afar offin the thade, which one ray of the morning fun broke 
through and difpelled the darknefs of By degrees we faw the feparation of the hiils, 
with their feveral breaks and windings. Every thing looked as it does when you fee a 
fine and well-illumined landfcape through a perfpective-glafs. A preflure never before 
experienced took poffeflion of my brealt on beholding this fcene. But the firft break 
of the fun himfelf furpaffed all the beauties of the day-break. ‘The grandeur, variety, 
- and magnificence of this appearance, is above all defcription. ‘The plain, feventy-five 
miles long, and forty-two miles broad, which lies betwixt the Speffart, the Donnerjberg, 
the weftern part of the Odenwa/de, and our hills, was overfpread with large ftreaks ot 
light, which contrafted in the ftrongeft manner with the thicknefs of the fhades. We 
beheld the top of the Dennerfberg gilded over, whilft deep darknefs brooded at his a 
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and all over the Rhine beneath. We ourfelves werein light, but the plains and villages 
beneath us were ina kind of half darknefs, only broken by the refleGion of the light 
from our hills. ‘The elevated parts of the immenfe plains, which lay before us, broke 
through the darknefs with a cheerfulnels, which brought them haif as near again to us, 
and produced the moft agreeable deception, Now a {pire emerged from the gloom, 
then the fummit of a hill covered with wood, thena whole village with its trees feemed 
to fwim on the earth ; here lay a corn-field in light, by which it feemed, if] may ule the 
expreflion, as it were, parted and .raifed up from the country round. The Maine, 
which hitherto had appeared like a dark ftripe of the profpeét, began likewife to be il- 
lumainated with filver ; and the Rhine was foon brought nearer to our cyes in the fame 
manner. But I feel that 1am attempting to deferibe a fcene above all defcription 3 
and, for the deferibing of which I have no talents. In brief, I have often feen the fun 
rife, but never fo magnificently as upon the Alt-Konig. It is indeed moft likely that a 
man may go through many countries, without meeting with fo favourable a {pot as this 


is for fuch an object. 


LETTER LXUL 
Mentz. 

TRAVELLERS, who do not care for the trouble of moving far from their head 
quarters, carry away no very favourable impreflion of this town withthem. The beft 
part of it is that in which there are hardly any inns, or any thoroughfares. The inn of 
the Three Crowns, which is far the beft in the place, and indeed an excellent one, is in 
the very worft fituation imaginable. From hence you may wander over the greateft 
part of the town, without meeting with any thing but a heap of black houfes, many of 
which threaten to fall into the narrow ftreets. 1t was owing to thefe caufes that I had 
heard fuch very different accounts of this town before I came into it; fome defcribing 
it as a fink, and others as one of the beft towns in Germany. A few days ago I met 
with a countryman of ours, an aventurier, who, finding his account in being here like 
feveral other gentlemen of his clafs, would have ftood me out that it was the only hand- 
fome town in Germany. As the good gentleman had feen nothing but Cologne, 
‘Treves, and a part of Weftphalia, the only anfwer that I could make him was, that 
Germany was very large. ; 

‘The northern part of the city, in which the Archbifhop refides, is full of very regular 
buildings. Here are three regular ftreets, called the Blerchen, which run parallel to 
‘each other from the banks of the Rhine to fix hundred yards within the city, and are 
cut almoft regularly by very pretty crofs ftreets. - The Archbifhop’s palace has a moft 
commanding view of thefe ftreets, the Rhine, and the Rhinegau. ‘There are alfo fome 
good buildings in the old part of the city. ‘The market of beafts is extremely well 
worth feeing; and you here and there meet with other agreeable fpots. The market 
in the middle of the town, though not regular, is one of the prettieft places I have met 
with in Germany. 

The cathedral is well worthy notice. It is an immenfe large old Gothic building, 
the {pire of which was ftruck with lightening feventeen’years ago, and intirely laid in 
afhes. As it was made of a foreft of wood, it burned fourtcen hours before it was en- 
tirely confumed. To prevent thefe accidents for the future, the Chapter had the pre- 
fent one built to the fame height in ftone; an undertaking which coft them 40,000 
guilders, or goool. It is a great pity that it is overloaded with fmall ornaments, and 
a {till greater, that this wonderful edifice is fo choaked up with fhops and houfes, as to 
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be hardly more than half vifible. As, however, houfes and fhops are very dear in 
this part of the town, one cannot be very angry with the chapter for chufing rather to 
make the moft of its ground, than to fhew off the church to the beft advantage. The 
rent of a fhop and a fingle room to live in is 150 guilders, or 151. per annum in this 
part of the town. Mio 

You will hardly find another church in Germany of the height and length of this 
cathedral. ‘The infde of it is decorated with feveral magnificent monuments of princes 
and other great perfonages. Amongtt the relt, | admired the monument of a prelate 
belonging to this cathedral, whofe name was Dahlberg, © It was made by the itatuary 
Melchior, whom I mentioned to you in my lait letter. The prelate, as large as the 
life, is lying on a cofiin, upon which there is a pyramid, which a Trinity is carrying into 
the clouds. The work is very fine, but it would have been much finer if the feulptor 
had been fufiered to follow his own ideas. There is likewife a fine piece of itatuary in 
the upper choir ; it reprefents acount of Lamberg, who commanded the imperial troops, 
which drove our forces out of the territory of Mentz at the beginning of this century, 
and was killed by the fide of an eleétor palatine, during the action, by a mufket bail— 
he is lifting up the top of his coffin with his right hand, and holds the commander’s 
ftaff with his left: this has an exceeding good effeét. This church contains feveral 
other monuments well worth ai The Treafury is very fuperior to that of Drefden, 
which has been fo much {poken of. ; 

Befides the cathedral, the city of Mentz contains feveral other churches in the modern 
ftyle, very well worth feeing. St. Peter’s, and the Jefuits church, though both too much 
loaded with ornament, are among this number. The church of the Augutftines, of 
which the inhabitants of Mentz are fo proud, is a mafter-piece of bad tafte; but that of - 
Ignatius, though little is faid about it, would be a model of the antique, if here, like- 
wife, there had not been too much ornament lavifhed. Upon the whole, the palaces 
of the noblefle want that noble fimplicity, which alone conftitutes true beauty and 
magnificence. : 

In another century the externals of the city will be quite changed. ‘The late prince 
‘built a great deal, and the prefent hasa tafte for the fame fort of expence. The monks 
and governors of hofpitals alfo have been forced to rebuild their houfes; fo that when 
a few more ftreets are made broader and ftraighter, the whole will have no bad appear- 
ance. ‘The inhabitants, who, together with the garrifon, amount to thirty thoufand, are 
a good kind of people, who, like all the catholics of Germany, make great account of a 
good table. Their faces are interefling, and they are not deficient either in wit or ac- 
tivity. Ina few generations more their minds will be as cultivated as thofe of their pro- 
teftant brethren, as the government has diftinguifhed itfelf, for the fixteen or eighteen 

- years paft, by excellent eftablifhments for education. As things now are, there is no 
catholic ftate in Germany which. contains fo many deep thinking, and truly learned 
men as this does. Under the laft government the liberty beth of thinking and writing 
was carried almoft as far as it could go: and though varicus confiderations, fuch as con- 
nections with the late Emprefs, apprehenfions of the prieithood, family-motives, and 
other caules, have made it fomewhat cfs in the prefent times; fill however philofophy 
makes its way, In the mean time conviction is not wanting, and the theory is as perfect. 
as can be defired. ‘The Archbifhop himfelf, like his brother the Bihhop of Wurtzburg, 
is a man whom the know‘edge of mea and things have raifed to the poffeflion of many 
great places: they were his merits alone that engaged the Emperor to recommend him * 
wpon the vacancy of this fee, Yau meet with very well-informend men amoneit his 
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counfellors and minifters, one of whom is equal to the talk of governing a much greater 
country than the eleCtorate of Mentz. ; 5 
It was probably out of fefpect for the, imperial court, at which the Archbifhop was 
fome time minifter of Mentz, that he introduced feveral innovations here not a little 
Getrimental to the welfare of the ftate. He is one of the great imitators of the Em- 
prefs’s eftablifhments for the prefervation of chaftity. He has alfo eftablifhed it as a 
maxim in his confiftory, to compe! the man who has feduced a woman to marry her, 
in order to prevent the bad confequences of whoredom and fornication. Pity that the 
enlightened prelate does not fee the bad confequences which muft arife from fuch aflo- 
ciations. ‘They fhewed me young men here, who had become hufbands in this way. 
A lof of all 1rue love, fidelity, the unfruitfulnefs of the marriage bed, adultery, and the 
mott fcandalous corruptions of every kind, muft enfue from fuch regulations, Formerly 
the fame laws were eftablithed at Naples ; but experience foon taught that wife legifla- 
ture, that they were detrimental ; and the whores were left to their fate. The Emperor 
has likewife repealed them at Vienna; nor will it be long before all the world is‘con- 
vineed that every phyfical interpofition in matters of bare morality mutt be prejudicial. 
Tt is faid, indeed, that laws of this kind prevent the murder of baftard children; but 
thofe who argue thus do not confider that the coolnefs they introduce between the mar- 
ried pairs, and the other diforders they give rife to, occafion murders by the dozens. 
It is indecd too cruel to make the whole happinefs of a young man’s life depend upon 
the feduétion of an hour. : 

There are few citics in Germany, befides Vienna, which contain fo rich and numerous 
enobility as this does : there are fome houfes here, which have eftates of one hundred 
thoufand guilders, or ten thoufand poundsa year. ‘he Counts of Baffenheim, Schon- 
born, Stadion, Ingelheim, Elz, Oftein, and Walderdorf, and the Lords of Dahlberg, 
Breitenbach, with fome others, have incomes of from thirty to one hundred thoufand 
guilders. Sixteen or eighteen houfes have from fifteen to thirty thoufand guilders, an- 
nual revenue. The nobility of this place are fome of the oldelt and moft untainted in 
Germany. The fat canonries, and the hopes of fome time or other producing an elec- 
tor, make them fo careful to preferve themfelves pure. How profitable it is for a family 
to fee one of its branches on the archiepifcopal throne, you may gather from hence. 
‘The late elector, who was not the beft ceconomift in the world, and had but little Nepo- 
tifm about him, contrived to leave his family goo,o0o guilders, of which, however, 
they bave only the enjoyment, as it returns to the States after their death. His an- 
ceftor, a Lord of Oftein, left behind him four millions of Rhenifh guilders. ; 
There ar2, amonglt the nobility of this place, many perfons of extraordinary merit, 
who join uncommon knowledge to all the duties of aétive life. Upon the whole, they 
are far fuperior to the greater part of the German nobility. ‘Their education, however, 
is fill too (0. The firft minilter of the court was refufed admittance into their affem- 
blies, for not being fufficiently noble; and they think they degrade themfelves by keep- 
ing company with bourgeois. They all {peak a miferable French jargon, and are afhamed 
oftheir mother-tongue 3 fo that of courle they know nothing of the literature of their 
own country, though extremely converfant in every trifle which comes from our preffes. 
‘Their tables, dreffes, and equipages, are all in the high Parifian ton; but if the poor 
barons did but know. what wretched figures they cut at Paris, and how. poor an opinion 
is entertaine’ of them there, notwithitanding the compliments they are loaded with for 
the fake of the louis-d’ors, they would with the dreffes and equipages, a /a Parifienne, 
at the Devil. Some few of them, indeed, as the Lord of Dahlberg, the Stadtholder of 
Erfarth, Baron Grofchlag, Baron van der Leyen, and a few more, have bropght fome- 
. thing 
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‘ thing home from Paris, befides the patois of our fifh-women, and the cut of our clothes; 


but the number of thefe improved men is too {mall upon the whole not to make it ad- 
vifeable to prevent the prefent nobility from coming into our country, where, for the 
moft part, they only expofe their native land, and leave their healths and fortunes behind 
them. I am acquainted with fome young men of fafhion, who, from being bred at 
home, are conftant fubjeéts of derifion to the foreign educated nobility, by whom they 
are treated as cockneys; but they remain in poffeffion of their plump and red cheeks ; 
and though they may not figure ina circle, or make a good bow, or ftand upon one leg, 
they have good found underftandings, and know how to have a proper regard for the 
peafant and mechanic. The apparent contrat betwixt thefe perfons and the barons 
ae Hronger argument again{ft the modern education, than any other I could make 
ufe of. 

The clergy of this place are the richeft in Germany. A canonry brings in 3,500 
Rhenifh guilders in a moderate year. The canonry of the provoft is, without compari- 
fon, the richeft in Germany : it brings him.in 40,000 guilders a-year. Each of the 
deanries is worth 2,600 guilders. The income of the chapter all together amounts to 
400,000 guilders. Though it is forbidden by the canons of the church for any one to 
have more than a fingle prebend, there is not an ecclefiaftic in this place but what has 
three or four} fo that there is hardly a man amongft them, who has not at leaft 80co guil- 
ders a-year. The laft provoft, a count of Elts, had prebends enough to procure him 
an income of 75,000 guilders. Exclufive of the cathedral, there are feveral cther 
choirs, in which the canonries bring in from twelve to fifteen hundred guilders a-year. 
To give you an idea of the riches of the monafteries of this place, I will only tell you, 
that at the deftruction of the Jefuits, their wine, which was reckoned to fell extremely 
cheap, produced 120,000 rix dollars. A little while ago, the elector abolifhed one Car- 
thufian convent, and two nunneries, in the holy cellars of which there was found wine 
for at lealt 500,090 rix dollars. 

Notwithftanding this great wealth, there is not a more regular clergy in all Germany 
than that of this place. There is no diocefe, in which the regulations made by the 
council of Trent have been more ftriétly adhered to, than they have here ; the arch- 


_ bifhops having made a particular point of it, both at the time of the reformation, and 


ever fince. One thing which greatly contributes to keep up difcipline is the not fuffer- 
ing any prieft to remain in the country, who has not fixed and ftated duties, and a re- 
venue annexed to them. Mott of the irregularities in Bavaria, Auftria, and other cour 
tries, arife from Abbes, who are obliged to fubfift by their daily induftry, and any mafles 


, which they can pick up. ‘Thefe creatures are entirely unknown here. The theotogical 


tenets of this court are alfo much purer than thofe of any other ecclefiaftical prince in 
Germany. I was pleafed to fee the Bible in the hands of fo many common people, 
efpecially in the country. I was told that the reading of it was not forbidden in any 
part of the diocefe, only perfons were enjoined not to read it through, without the ad- 
vice of their confeffors. For a long time fuperftition has been hunted through its ut- 
moft recefles ; and though it is not quite poffible to get entirely clear of pilgrimages, 
and wonder-working images, you will meet with no prieft bold enough to exorcife, or to 
preach fuch nonfenfe as we hear in the pulpits of other German churches. . It is fingular 
enough that Bellarmin’s book on the Hierarchy was forbid by public proclamation, fo 
long as eighten years ago. The late eleétor did a great deal towards cleanfing the Holy 
Sheepcote : but he fell uader the herculean labour; which, however, the prefent eleCtor 
purfues, though with fomewhat a more moderate zeal. The former was terrible to the 
monks, but his attention to them rendered him a little too carelefs of the fecular priefts, 
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who under his adminiftratien rather paffed the bounds of a decent liberty, and affumed. 
too gallant an air. What think you, for inftance, of a prieft appealing in his public 

le€tures to Voltaire on Toleration, and other fuch books? or of {uch authors as Bayle, 

and Helvetius, being common in the hands of ftudents in logic ? and this, which made 

it fingularly ridiculous, at a time when the Jefuits were ftill difputing with all their eager- 

nefs on the infallibility of the Pope, and the immaculate conception of the Virgin Mary ? 

The prefent ele€tor extends his fatherly care to the regulars, as well as the feculars, and 

has brought them to a regularity, which does himfelf, as well as them, great honour. 

It is impofible to give you an idea of the veneration in which the late prelate is de- 
fervedly held. From the convittion that without a good education, all projets of im- 
provement and alteration are only palliatives, which do not touch the main fore; this 
archbifhop gave 70,000 guilders a year out of his own privy purfe towards the erection 
of {chools and other foundations for the education of youth. The prefent archbithop, 
who found the foundation of fchools for the common people laid to his hands, con- 
tinues to build upon it with fome deviation from the old plan ; but he direéts his chief 
attention to the improvement of the education of the higher orders, and the extention 
of arts and feiences. With this view he has given the ground, on which the three mo- 
nafteries which he has pulled down ftood, to the Univerfity, which by this means has 
raifed its heretofore rather fmall income to 100,000 guilders. As this prelate is cn- 
tirely free from any temptation to Nepotifm, he has it in his power to do more for the 
mufes than any other German prince. . 

The anecdote related in Mr. Pilati’s travels of a Swifs officer, who could find no inns 
to receive his fervants on account of their religion, does not accord with the Ipirit which 
at prefent, at leaft, generally obtains here. I was in feveral inns, the mafters of which, 
when once they knew that I was a proteftant, offered me meat of their own accord, It 
is probable that the officer had not made the grand tour of all the inns; for things are 
here much as they are in other places: in one ftreet they read legends, and in another 
converfe with Locke and Newton. Whoever attempts to judge of Paris by the inhabi- 
tants of the Porcheron ; or of Berlin, from thofe who had well nigh raifed a rebellion 
on account of a pfalm book ; or of Hamburgh, from the carrot women, headed by Paf- 
tor Goffe; will be fure to be miftaken. 

‘Though the trade of this place has been conftantly on the increafe for thefe eighteen: 
or twenty years paft, yet it is by no means what it ought to be, from the fituation, and 
other advantages. ‘The perfons here, who call themfelves merchants, and who make: 
any confiderable figure, are in fact only brokers, who procure their livelihood at the: 
expence of the country or territory round, or who aét for the merchants of Franckfort.. 
You will judge of the wretched ftate things are in, when I affure you, that ’tis difficult 
to procure a bill of exchange of 30,000 guilders. A few toy-fhops, five or fix druggifts,, 
and four or five manufacturers of tobacco, are all that can poflibly be called traders. 
There is not a banker in the whole town; and yet this country enjoys the ftaple privi- 
lege, and commands, by means of the Mayne, Necker, and Rhine, all the exports and 
imports of Alfatia, the Palatinate, Franconia, and a part of Suabia and Heffe, as far as 
the Netherlands. The port too is conftantly filled with fhips, but few of them contain. 
any -merchandize belonging to the inhabitants of the place. Religious principles are- 
the true caufe of this evil. When the Huguenots were driven out of France, a great 
number of them weré defirous of fettling here. ‘Fhey offered the Ele@or to build a city 
jult above Mentz, (at the conflux of the Rhine and Mayne, between Caffel and: Coft- 
heim, ) to fortify it at their own expence ; to keep a conttant garrifon there, and,, be~ 
fides all this, to pay a large annual {um to the ftate, provided only they might be saaaiod 
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the freedom of their religion, and a participation of the rights of the citizens of Mentz. 
‘The archbifhop of that time did not chufe that herefy fhoula build her neft fo near him; 
but the laft has often been heard to exprefs a wih that a fimilar offer were to be made 
to him; and-the prefent would moft joyfully comply with it. But fuch opportunities 
are but feldom found; and the times in which it was cuftomary to drive out Huguenots 
are gone by. : : 

The pride and extravagance of the nobility are another hindrance to trade. ‘They 
and the ecclefiaftics are poflefied of the largeft capitals, which are entirely employed in 
the internal confumption. Whilft the merchant of Francikfort has a place amongft the 
magiftrates of his country ; thofe of this place meet only with the profoundeft contempt 
from the gentry, who will not fuffer them to affociate with them, _Inftead of catching 
as they do all the little airs of the London and Parifian nobleffe, they would do much 
better to learn of them the art of doubling their revenues by commercial induftry. 

Ihave aiready told you that the faces of the inhabitants of this city and the country 
round it are interefting. The peafants are befides very {trongly built; and are diftin- 
guifhable, by their ruddy frefh complexions, from the inhabitants of Bavaria, and the 
northern parts of Germany, who generally have very fallow complexions; but 1 was 
not pleafed with the fet of the bones any where along the Mayne, or even in part of 
Hefle. ‘Thole of the inhabitants of this country are particularly difpleafing. ‘The knees 
are all either bent in like a taylor’s, or fland out ftraight like a fick. You hardly ever 
meet with a clever well-limbed perfon. ‘This is owing to the fenfelefs and abfurd fathion, 
which {till prevails here, of {waddling cloaths. I could not but be extremely angry 
with the mothers, who dreffed up their children thus, like pieces of wood, and fuffered 
them to lay in this unnatural pofture all day long. ‘There cannot be a doubt but this 
conftraint mult have its effe€t on the foul, which in the firlt years is fo clofely united to 
the body. You-mutt not expect to meet here with any of the Germans defcribed By 
Tacitus: black and brown hair is much more common than white. The inhabitants 

_ of the neighbouring country of Darmftadt more nearly refemble the old inhabitants. 

An attentive obferver eafily difcovers by the external appearance of the inhabitants, 
what natives of Germany have had ftrangers mixt amongit them, and what countries 
have been entirely occupied by foreign colonies. No doubt but that the black and 
brown hair of the inhabitants of this place is derived from the Romans, who had a 
ftation here. ; 


LETTER LXIV. 
Mentz. 
AFTER the Pope, there is no doubt but the Archbifhop of this place is the moft 
confiderable and richeft prelate in the Chriftian world. The fee is indebted for its in- 
cereale of riches to St. Boniface, who may be called, with great juftice, the apoitle of 
the Germans. It was this man, an Englifhman by birth, who in the time of Charles 
magne, baptifed Witikind, aud the other brave Saxons, who had fo long refifted bap. 
tifm with their fwords, and {pread the empire of the vicar of Jefus Chriit as far as the 
northern and eaftern feas. He it was who introduced the Roman liturgy into Germany, 
and made the favage inhabitants abftain from eating horfe’s flefh. But he raifed the 
papal power to a higher pitch than it had been raifed in any other country in Chriiten- 
dom. According to the tellimcny of Aventinus, feveral bifhops reproached Boniface 
with having diminithed their dignity, by the new oath of homage he introduced, and 
with having introduced fuperftition and, irreligion in company with the {plendid cere- 
10 monies 
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monies of the Romifh church. But whoever confiders the ftate of the Saxons at that 
time, will fee that the enforcing the papal fupremacy was the only efficacious means that 
could be made ufe of for raifing a laity, and a clergy if poffible fti!! more barbarous 
than they (as they could literally neither write nor read,) from their favage flumbers, 
Had it been only the connecting together of the German ccclefiaftics, by means of the 
papal hierarchy, and the bringing them acquainted with other European nations; this 
alone would have been a fignal fervice done them. Be this however as it may, the vicar 
of Chrift repaid the fervices of his apoftles with overflowing meafure. All the new- 
founded bifhopricks in the north of Germany were made fubje@ to the fee of Mentz, 
which Boniface had chofen for his refidence. 

The provinces, the moft confiderable in the whole papal dominions, all Swabia, Fran- 
conia, Bohemia, and almoft all Saxony, with a part of Switzerland, Bavaria, and the 
Upper Rhine, belong to this diocefe. Though the reformation, and revenge of the 
Kings of Bohemia, have leffened it one third, it {till contains the archbifhoprick of Spren- 
gel and eleven bifhopricks, moft of which are the moft confiderable in Germany, as 
Wurzburg, Paderborn, Hildefheim, Augfburg, &c. ; 

Tt could not fail but that as thevicarof Jefus Chrift extended his jurifdi€tion to temporal 
affairs, his ambafladors (for fo Boniface called himfelf, and fo the council of Trent calls 
all bithops) fhould likewife make their fortune in the matters of this world, a thing the 
more likely to happen, as the ecclefiaftics of that time were evidently fuperior to the 
laity in feience, and alfo the greateft politicians of their day. Spiritual and temporal 
affairs were indeed fo interwoven, that the moft eminent German bifhop would of courfe 
be the moft powerful elector. ‘The fame thing happened in Britain, Poland, and in 
other countries, in which the conftitutions were all ariflocratical. The landgraves of 
Heffe, the Palatines, nay even the Emperor himfelf thought it no difgrace to pay alle 
giance to the Archbifhop of Mentz. When the building of the papal monarchy was 
completed by Gregory VII. the archbifhops of Mentz became powerful enough to 
be at the head of the empire. In the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, they were fo 
eminent, as to be able to make emperors without any foreign affiftance ; and it was to 
one of them that the Houfe of Hapfburg was indebted for its firft elevation. 

Since the boundaries of the two powers have been more accurately afcertained, and 
the temporal has fo much got the better of the fpiritual, the power and influence of the 
archbifhops of this place have of courfe been much reduced; ftill, however, they are 
poflefied of very important prerogatives, which they might exert with much more effi- 
cacy than they do, were it not that various circumitances have rendered them too de- 
pendant on the Emperors. They are {till the fpeakers in the Electoral College, have 
the appointment of the diets under the Emperors, and may order a re-examination of 
the proceedings of the imperial courts. Thefe high privileges are, however, too much 
fubje& to the controul of the Houfe of Auftria; nor are their fpiritual powers any longer 
what they once were. Their fuffragan bifhops have taken it into their heads that all 
bifhops are alike as to power, and that the title of archbifhop only intitles its poffeffor to 
the firft place amongft brothers who are equal; it is true indeed that now and then ap- 
peals are received from the confiftory of fome fuffragans to that of our vicar general, 
but they generally end in a further appeal to Rome; and the metropolitan dignity 
commonly lofes as much by them as it gets. 

The temporals, however, which are fill annexed to this chair, make him who fits in 
it rich amends for the diminution of his {piritual and political fplendour. Though he 
does not abfolutely poffefs the largeft, yet he certainly has the richeft and moft peopled 
domain of any ecclefiaftical potentate in Germany. ‘The country, it is true, does not 
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contain more than one hundred and twenty-five German miles fquare; whereas the 
archbifhopric of Saltzburg contains two hundred and forty; but then Saltzburg has 
enly two hundred and fifty thoufand inhabitants; whereas Mentz has three hundred 
and twenty thoufand. The natural riches of the territory of. Mentz, and its advantageous 
fituation, make a fubje@ of Mentz much richer than one of Saltzburg, the greatelt part 
of which is only inhabited by herdfimen. In the territory of Mentz there are forty cities; 
in that of Saltzburg only feven. 

The tax-on veflels which go down the Rhine of itfelf produces 60,000 guilders, or 
6oovl. a year, which is nearly as much as all the mines of Saltzburg put together, ex- 
cepting only the falt mine at Halle. ‘he tax on wine, here and in the country round, 
produces the court above 100,000 guilders, or 10,cocl. a year, in which fum we do not 
reckon the cultoms of the countries which lie at a greater diftance. Upon the whole, 
the income of the prefent archbifhop may be valued at 1,700,000 guilders, or 170,005). 
At leaft I know fora certainty, that in the laft years of the late archbifhop, they brought 
in 1,800,009 guilders; and though the prefent EleGtor gave up to his fubjecis two out 
of fifteen or fixteen poll taxes, which they were bound to pay; thefe do not amount 
to above 100,000 guilders; and he has much improved feveral other fources of ree 
venue. 

If the lands of the elector lay all together, they wou!d produce a fufliciency of corn 
and all the prime neceffaries of life; but as feveral parts of them lie wide afunder, the 
people are compelled to purchafe a great deal from foreigners. The capital itfelf, as 
well as the adjacent Rhinegau, depends on the Palatinate for its corn, notwithftanding 
the great abundance of that and every other fpecies of grain in its own poffeffions in the 
Wetterau. The nobleft produétion of the Eledior’s territory on the Rhine is the wine, 
which is almoft the only true Rhenifh. Connoiffeurs, indeed, allow the wines of Neir- 
flein, Bacharach, and a very few other places out of this country to be true Rhenith. 
But they do not give this name to the wines of the Palatinate, of Bardon, and of Al- 
fatia. . 

There is a great deal of wine made in the countries which lie on the fouth and wet 
ofthe Rhine, at Laubenheim, Bodenheim, Budefheim, and Bingen; but the true Rhe- 
nith, that which infpires fo many who are and fo many who are not poets, comes only 
from the Rhinegau, which lies on the northern banks of the Rhine. 

A few days ago, I went with a company from this place on a party of pleafure to the 
Rhinegau, and was prefent at one of the prettieft village feltivities 1 have ever beheld. 
Our veffel had a much better appearance than the common fmacks you meet with in 
Germany, and was very like a fmall Dutch boat. As foon as we had paffed the wind- 
ing which the proud Rhine makes to the weftward, about three miles below Mentz, 
we had a profpett before us which is feldom beheld in any country except Switzerland. 
‘The Rhine grows aftonifhingly wide, and forms a kind of fea, near a mile broad, in 
which you fee feveral well wooded little iflands at your right. ‘The Rhinegau forms 
an amphitheatre, the beauties of which are beyond all defcription. At Walluf, the very 
high hills come nearly down to the river fide; from thence they recede again into the 
country, forming a kind of half circle, the other end of which is fifteen miles off at Ru- 
defheim.on the banks of the Rhine. The banks of the river, the hills which form the 
circles, and the flopes of the great mountain, are thick fown with villages and hamlets, 
‘The white appearance of the buildings, and the fine blue flated roofs of the houfes play- 
ing amidft the various green of the landfcape, have an admirable effect. Inthe {pace of 
every mile as you fail down the river, you meet with a village which, in any other place, 
would pafs for a town, Many of the villages contain from. three to four hundred fa. 
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milies; and there are thirty-fix of them in a fpace of fifteen miles long, and fix miles 
broad, which is the width of this beautiful amphitheatre. The declivities of all the hills 
and mountains are planted thick with vineyards and fruit-trees, and the thick wooded 
tops of the hills caft a gloomy horror over the otherwife cheerful landfcape. Every 
now and then, a row of rugged hills runs directly down to the fhore, and domineer ma- 
jeftically over the leffer hills under them. On one ef thefe great mountains, jut about 
the middle of the Rhinegay, you meet with Jehannis-Berg, a village, which produces 
fome of the belt Rhenifh. Before this village isa pretty little rifing, and near the banks 
of the river there is a very fine old caftie, which gives unfpeakable majefty to the whole 
landfcape. Indeed, in every villace, you meet with fome or other large building, which 
contributes very much to the decoration of the whole. 

This country is indebted for its riches to this femicircular hill, which proteéts it from 
the cold winds of the eaft and north, at the fame time that it leaves room enough for 
the fun to cxercife his benign influences. The groves and higher flopes of the hills make 
excellent patures, and produce large quantities of dung, which, ina country of this fort, 
is of ineftimable value. 

The bank of the Rhine, oppofite to the Rhinegau, is exceedingly barren, and heightens 
the beauty of the profpect on the other fide by the contraft it exhibits; on this fide you 
hardly meet above three or four villages, and thefe are far diftant from each other. The 
great interval between them is occupied by heaths and meadows, only here and there a 
thick buth affords fome fhade, and a few corn-fields among the villages enliven the 
gloomy landfcape. The back ground of this country is the moft picturefque part of it. 
It is formed by a narrow gullet of mountains, which diminifh in perfpective between 
Rudefheim and Bingen. Perpendicular mountains and rocks hang over the Rhine in 
this place, and feem to make it the dominion of eternal night. Ata diftance, the Rhine 
feems tocome out of this landfcape, through a hole under ground; and it appears to run 
tedicufly, in order to enjoy its courfe through a pleafant country the longer, Amidtt 
the darknefs which covers this back ground, the celebrated Moule tower feemsto {wim 
upon the river. Ina word, there is not any thing in this whole tract, that does not con- 
tribute fomething to the beauty and magnificence of the whole; or if I may be perniit- 
ted the expreflion, to make the paradile more welcome. As you fail along the Rhine, 
between Mentz and Bingen, the banks of the river form an oval amphitheatre, which 
makes one of the richeft and moft pi€turefque landfcapes to be feen in Europe. 

The night was far advanced when we came to Geyfenheim; before we landed, we 
had another proipect not often feen; we could difcover almoft the whole coalt of the 
Rhinegau, which appeared one continued row of cities; the lights in tue feveral villages 
made them lock like a great illuminated city, and the refletion on the glafly Rhine was 
ex'remely beautiful. : 

The day after our arrival we went to Rudefheim, where we had been invited by an 
ecclefiaitic of Mentz, We found our hoft with a numerous company, fome of whom 
were proteftants. After dinner he carried us in proceffion to his great faloon, from 
whence we had a moft fuperb view of the here very wide Rhine, and the village of 
Bingen. ‘lhe whole of the preparations feemed to announce a {plendid feftival, the na- 
ture and character of which appeared a riddle to me. Ona fudden the doors of the 
faloon were opened, and there came forth in feftive order a band of muficians, followed 
by two pretty girls, well drefled, who brought in a large bunch of grapes, on a table 
covered with a fine cloth. The fides of the table were ornamented with flowers. They 
put the bunch of grapes in the middle of the faloon, on a kind of throne which was 
vaifed on a table; and | now difcovered that our hoft was celebrating the feftival of the 

: LL2 











260 RIESBECK’S TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. . 


firft ripe bunch of grapes in his vineyard; a cuftom, it feems, moft religioufly obferved 

by all the rich inhabitants of this country. ; This feaft was the more acceptable, as it 

happened that the grapes had this year ripened uncommonly Jate. After the altar of 

Bacchus was ereéted, our hoft made a fhort but excellent fpeech, fuited to the nature of _ 
the feftivity; and then we danced round the grape. Never in my life, brother, have E 

danced with fuch pleafure as I did here. “The remembrance of thefe joyous moments 

fill poffefies and tranfports me. Were I to form a commonwealth, feftivals of this fort 

thould be the only ones feen in it. Can there, indeed, be a more facred or more re. 

fpeCtable holiday, than that in which we joyfully thank the Creator for the benefits he 

has beftowed upon us? Nor was our pleafure diminifhed by this not turning out the 

only ripe bunch of grapes in the vineyard of our hoft; for though on a nearer invelti- 

gation we found more, we contended for the honour of the grape round which we 

had danced and fung, with more heat than if it had been an oriental pearl of the fame.’ 
fize. , 

Rudefheim is a rich village, which contains about two thoufand five hundred inha- 
bitants. ‘The wine of this place is looked upon as without comparifon the beft of the 
Rhinegau, and confequently of all Germany. I found it much more fiery than that of 
Hochheim but for pleafantnels of tafte there is no comparifon betwixt them. The 
beft Rudefheim, like the beft Hochheimer, fells upon the fpot for three guilders the 
bottle. You can have no tolerable wine here for one guilder, nor any very good for 
two; at leaft I fhould prefer the worft Burgundy I ever talted to any Rudefheimer I 
met with either here or at Mentz for thefe prices. Indeed, the wine of our fpiritual 
hoft was far better than any we could get at the inn. It ftands to-reafon, that the fame 
vintage furnifhes grapes of very different degrees of goodnefs; but befides this, it is in: 
' the Rhinegau as every where elfe. ‘he beft wines are generally fent abroad by the 
poor and middling inhabitant, and the worft kept for internal confumption ; for the ex- 
pence of the carriage"being the fame in both cafes, ftrangers had much rather pay a 
double price for the good than have the bad. It is only rich people, fuch as our hott 
was, who can afford to keep the produce of their land for their own drinking, Upon 
this principle, I have eaten much better Swifs cheefes out of Switzerland than in it, and: 
have drank much better Rhenifh in the inns of the northern parts of Germany, than’ 
in the country where the wine grows. The pofition of the country alfo contributes to 
render the wine dearer than it would otherwife be. As the beft wine grows in its more 
northern parts the eafy tranfport by the Rhine to Holland, and all parts of the world, 
raifes its price above its real value. . 

The place wher the flower of the Rudetheim wine grows is precifely the neck of the 
land, formed by the winding of the Rhine to the north, after it has run to the weltward 
from Mentz hither. This neck, which is a rock almoft perpendicular, enjoys the firft 
rays of the rifing, and the laft of the fetting fun. It is divided into {mall low terraces, 
which are carried up to the utmoft top of the hill like fteep ftairs ; thefe are guarded by 
{mall walls and earthen mounds, which are often wafhed away by the rain. The firft 
vine was brought hither from France, and they {till call the beft’ grape the Orleanois. 
‘They plant the vine ftocks very low, fcarce ever more than four or five feet high. ‘Chis 
way of planting the vine is favourable to the produdtion of a great deal of wine, but. 
not to its goodnefs, as the phlegmatic and harfh parts of it would certainly evaporate 
more, if the fap was refined through higher and more numerous canals. ‘This is un- 
doubtedly the reafon why every kind of Rhenith has fomething in it that is harth, four, 
and watery. The harvelt of the beft vineyards, which are the lower ones, in the above- 
mentioned neck of land, is often bought before hand, at the advanced price of fome du. 
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eats, by Dutch and other merchants: ‘It muft be a very rich ftock to yield above four 
meafures of wine. . You may eafily imagine. that the cultivation of vineyards muft be 
very expenfive in this country, as the dung, which is extremely dear, mutt be carried.‘ 
up to the top of the mountains on the peafants’ fhoulders. ~~ ee : 
In our return through Geyfenheim, I vifited the magnificent palace ‘of a Count of 
Oftein, the richeft gentleman in Mentz, who has laid out feveral millions he inherited 
from his coufin, a former elector, in life annuities in the Dutch funds. The houfe, 
which is in the modern tafte, pleafed me much: but what delighted me meft, was, the 
half French and half Englith garden. Behind Greyfenheim, the Count has ftruck out 
fome alleys through a wood, in which there are alfo fome wijdernefles. ‘The great alley 
Jeads through a winding walk to the top of that rock at the foot of which the beft Rude- 
fheim wine grows. At the top of this rock the Count has built a terrace, furrounded 
bya rail, commanding one-of the fineft profpeéts Ihave ever feen. You look down 
upon the vine hills cut into terraces, and fee the Rhine, which, rolling through the 
threatening hills which block it up, here begins to be encompaffed in deep night. This 
view down to the river is moft terrific. ‘The partly covered and partly naked rocks, 
which encompafs the river, make you think it is forcing its way through a fubterraneous 
cavern, The rock, on which you ftand, ftretches itfelf to the oppofite fhore, where 
another abrupt mountain ftands like an immenfe pillar. The meeting together of thefe 
two great mountains occafionsa fall in the Rhine, the dead noife of which hasa won- 
derful effect in the landfcape. On the Rudefheimer fide, and near the fhore you look 
directly down upon from the terrace, there has been a paffage cut through the hard rocks, ° 
big enough for the largeft fhips to fail through; this is called the Bingenloch, ‘The 
rock, which occafions the fall of the Rhine, juts out-wonderfully above the water in the 
midft of the ftream, and forms an ifland partly naked and partly covered with briars, 
on which the celebrated Moufe tower ftands.- If you look up the Rhine, you have a° 
view of the beft part of the fmiling Rhinegau, and the whole oppofite fhore. Varied and 
beautiful as this part of the profpe@ is, it is {till exceeded by what you fee on looking 
ftraight before you from the terrace; you have here a view intoa narrow gulph, through 
which the river Nahe, which fills its bottom, communicates with the Rhine. On the 
fore ground, where the Nahe joins with the Rhine, you have, to the right, the well 
wooded coloffal mountain, to which the Rudetheimer rock joins itfelf under water. On 
the neck of land to the left, you have the city of Bingen at the foot of another moune. 
tain, the tops of which are crowned by an old caftle. The gullet itfelf, which is near. 
two miles long, is wafte and dark ; only the red flate of a mountain in it has a fingular 
effect, when oppofed to the woods, whicl appear every where to the right, and ta- 
the mountains on the left, which are partly naked and mean, and partly planted with 
vineyards. In the middle of the gullet there is a ftone bridge over the Nahe, which’. 
ftill bears the name of Drufus’s bridge, from Drufus Germanicus its buildery and ex. 
tremely raifes the piurefque view of the whole. At the end of the gullet ftands a mill, 
not lefs picturefque than the bridge. Such isthe fore ground ; and the back ground is 
ftill more beautiful. The gullet, which contains the Nahe, is like a glafs, through 
which you look. down upon the moft laughing landfcape.~: The clear light, the diftant 
. blue of the hills and mountains, fome beautiful villages, foft woods, and the vine hills . 
around all thefe, indicate that the country behind this black fluice is an open one, and 
moft richly ornamented : this is a profpect the like to which I had never yet feen. _* 
The city of Bingen, which, together with the toll on the Rhine, worth about 30,000: ° 
guilders, belongs to the Chapter of Mentz. ts extremely beautiful. and contains about 
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four thoufand five hundred inhabitants. A great part of the corn, which is carried into 
the Rhinegau from the neighbouring Palatinate, comes through this place; which on 
the other hand fuppiies the Palatinate with drugs, and various foreign commodities. 
This traffic alone’ would make the place very lively ; but befides this it has very fruit- 
ful vineyards. The hill, at the foot of which it lies, and one fide of which is made by 
the gullet, through which the Nahe runs into the Rhine, forms another fteep rock be« 
hind this gullet paralle! to the Rhine, and the golden Rudefheimer mountain ; it there- 
fore enjoys the fame fun as this does, which makes the Budefheimer wine that grows 
on it little inferior to the Rudefheimer. 

After I had enjoyed this uncommonly beautiful profpea during a few days, I {pent a 
few more in the villages oF the Rhinegau: here too I received ocular demonftration 
that the cultivators of vineyards are not the happieft of men. ‘I'he inhabitants of thefe 
regions are fome of them extremely rich, and fome extremely poor ; the happy middle 
flate is not for countries, the chief produét of which is wine : for befides, that the culti- 
vation of the vineyard is infinitely more troublefome and expenfive than agriculture, it 
is {ubjected to revolutions, which in an inftant reduce the holder of land to the condi- 
tion of aday labourer. It is a great misfortune for this country, that though reftrained 
by law, the nobility are, through connivance of the Elector, allowed to purchafe as 
much land as they pleafe. ‘The peafant generally begins by running in debt for his 
vineyard ; fo that if it does not turn out well, he is reduced to day-labour, and the 
rich man extends his poffeffions to the great detriment of the country. There are feveral 
peafants here who, having incomes of 30, 50, or 100,000 guilders a year, have laid 
afide the peafant, and affumed the wine merchant ; but fplendid as thcir fituation is, 
it does not compenfate, in the eyes of the humane man, for the fight of fo many poor 

people with which the villages fwarm. In order to render a country of this kind prof 
perous, the ftate fhould appropriate a fund to the purpofe of maintaining the peafant in 
bad years, and giving him the affiftance which his neceflities, and his want of ready 
money, may from time to time make convenient, 

The inhabitants of the Rhinegau are a hantifome and uncommonly ftrong race of 
men, You fee at the very firlt afpe& that their wine gives them merry hearts and 
found bodies. They have a great deal of natural wit, and a_vivacity and jocofenefs 
which diftinguifhes them very inuch from their neighbours. You necd only compare 
them with fome of thefe, to be convinced that the drinker of wine excels the drinker 
of beer and water, both in body and mind, and that the inhabitant of the fouth is much 
ftouter than he who lives in the north; for though the wine drinker may not have 
quite as much flefh as he who drinks only beer, he has better blood, and can bear much 
more work. ‘Tacitus had already obferved this in his treatife De moribus Germanorun. 
“* The large and corpulent bodies of the Germans (fays he) have a great appearance, 
but are not made to laft.” At that time almoft ali the Germans drank only water; but the 
mere drinking of wine has effected a revolution in feveral parts of Germany, which 
makes the prefent inhabitants of thefe countries very different from thofe deferibed by 
Tacitus. Black and brown hair is much commoner here than the white which made 
the Germans fo famous in old Rome. 

You will eafily imagine that the monks fare particularly weil ia fo rich a country. 
We made a vifit to the Prelate of Erbach. I cannot find adequate words to difcover 
the poverty of this cloifter. Thefe lordly monks, for fo in every refpea they are, have 
an excellent hunt, rooms magnificently furnifhed, billiard tables, half a dozen beau:ifal 
finging women, and a ftupendous wine cellar, the well ranged batteries of which made 
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me fhudder. A monk, who faw my aftonifhment at the number of the cafks, affured 
me, that without the benign influence-which flowed from them, it would be totally im- 
poflible for the cloifter to fubfift in fo damp a fituation, 

1 was not furprifed at the hofpitality of thefe monks, as I had met with many fcenes 
of the kind before, ncr do I envy thefe wordly fathers the good lot they have met with 
on this earth ; but I am not quite fo well fatisfied with the pains which fome of them 
take to keep the people in ignorance and fuperftiticn. I was particularly cifpleafed 
with the pilgrimage to a wood near Geyfenheim, where the capuchins work miracles in 
abundance. ‘The very name of the place affurds room for feandal and blafphemy. It 
is called the Need of Ged. According to the legend, a fmall wooden image of the Re- 
deemer was, by the carcleffnefs cr ignorance of a farmer, {tuck in the hollow of a iree, 
where it remained for a long time, crying out, Need of God! Need of God! till at la(t 
fome peafants in the neighbourhood came and removed the caufe of the pitcous cry. 
Since this time it has performed numberlefs miracles, which it is poffible help the capu- 
chins out of sheir neceflities, 


LETTER LXV.- 
Mentz. 

NOTWITHSTANDING the great redu@ion, made by the Archbifhop of this 
place of his civil lift, it {till remains by much too immoderate and expenfive. He has 
his minifters, his counfellors of ftate, and eighty or ninety privy counfellors of various 
denominations. ‘lhe expence of this eftabiifhment is very difproportionate to the re- 
venue of the ftate. This is owing to the large number of poor nobility, who ean only 
accept of employments of this kind. Ignorance of the true principles of government 
are the caufes of this evil. The confequences are, that a great number of perfons, who 
might be ufefully employed, live in idlenefs. i 

ven the military eftablithment of the country appears to me more calculated for the 
purpofe of feeding a hungry nobility, than for real ufe. At the acceffion of the prefent 
Elector, though the whole army only confifted of two thoufand two hundred mer, there 
were fix generals. ‘The regular eftablifhment paid for and fupported by the country is 
cight thoufand men ; but though there are only two thoufand kept up, the money ex- 
pended for their fupport, particularly that given to numberlefs ufelefs officers, might 
be made ufe of more for the benefit of the country. The army of the Archbifhop 
confifts of 1 German guard of fifty men and twenty-five horfes, a Swifs guard, a fqua- 
dron of huflars of one hundred and thirty men, (the moft ufefal troops, as they purge 
the land of robbers and murderers,) a corps of artillery of one hundred and four men, - 
three regiments of infantry of fix hundred men each, and fome companies belonging to 
the armies of Franconia and the Upper Palatinate. 

Of the fortifications of Mentz, we may fay much the fame as of the army. Were 
they, indeed, improved and kept up as they ought to be, they would vie with Luxem- 
burg, and be the moit powerful of all the barriers againft France. It is true that the 
nature of the ground does not allow of a regular plan; but for fingle parts, I have 
feen no place of the fame capabilities, where greater advantages have been taken of the: 
ground tor the ereétion of the feveral works. The beauty, as well as fize of them, is. 
indeed an object of great wonder; but though the circle of the Upper Rhine, and: 
even the empire in general, has laid out great fums on the building thefe fortifications, 
parts of them are not finifhed, and parts of them are ready to fall to pieces. Their extent,. 
indeed, wouid require a great army to man. But ‘this, as well as the maintaining and, 
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keeping them up, is evidently beyond the power of this court, or indeed of the whole 
circle of the Upper Rhine united. They are, therefore, alfo to be looked upon as 
one of the things, which ferve more for magnificence than real ufe. : 

Whilft the greater courts of Germany are endeavouring to fimplify their feveral 
fyftemsas much as poflible, and to introduce into their feveral adminiftrations, a {trong 
and efficacious fpirit of ceconomy ; the diflipation, pomp, and love of outfide fhew of 
the leffer ones, is beyond all bounds, and almoft furpaffes all belief. Thefe courts very 
much refemble the expenfive puppet-fhow theatre of Prince Efterazi, which I defcribed 
to you ina former letter ; the orcheftra is fine, the fcenes beautiful, and the poets and 
machinery deleétable ; but the actors are only puppets, deficient in what conftitutes 
true greatnefs. Thefe petty princes want to make up for it, by fhining in little things, 
an affeGtation which would only deferve ridicule, if it were not for the oppreffion of the 
fubjeét. As things are circumftanced, it is much too ferious a matter for a friend of 
human nature to make merry with. This reproach, however, does not fo much af- 
fed the prefent Archbifhop, who, as far as circumftances allow him, is perhaps the only 
prelate who endeavours to render his court and {tate expences more ufeful than often- 
aoe as it does the neighbouring palatinate, through which I took a fortnight’s ram+ 

le. 

When I was at Munich, and faw there the ufelefs heap of court attendants, eunuchs, 
dancers, fingers, gardens, and generals, I placed a great part of them to the account of 
the lait Elector, and imagined the prefent had been unwilling to make any alterations, 
not to render himfelf odious, which was the more to be avoided, as the acquifition of 
Bavaria had made his circumftances very good ; but how furprifed was I, at my ar- 
rival at Manheim, to find the fame tafte for magnificence, pleafure, and idle expence. 
Would you believe, brother, that the court of Manheim, the revenue of which is not 
above 3,200,000 Rhenith guilders, Jays out 200,000 of them annually on its opera and 
mufic? Would you believe that the keeping up the Schweflingen gardens, fcarce in - 
ferior to thofe of Verfailles, is an annual expence of 40,000? and that the caftles of 
Manheim and Schweflingen coft 60,000 guilders a year? that the hunt cofts 80,000, 
and the {tables 100,000 guilders? that this court has eleven regiments, with a general 
to each, which all together do not make above five thoufand five hundred men? note 
withftanding the boafts of the fervants of the court, who, at the time of the difpute be- 
tween their mafter, the Counts of Leinengen, and the city of Achin, fpoke of forty 
thoufand men to be fent againft the Emperor, who threatened them with an execution, 
and fifteen thoufand more ready to march againft the city of Achin, I have already 
told you, when fpeaking of Munich, that to make the puppet theatre complete, the two 
or three fhips on the Rhine have a lord high admiral to them. 

It is true indeed that the good Ele@tor is in a great meafure innocent of their excellive 
wafte. His fervants bring him in falfe eftimates of his greatnefs, and flatter his weak- 
nefs, in order to divide the plunder between themfelves. 

The Palatinate is called the paradife of Germany, You will judge of its fruitfulnefs, 
when I tell you that, exclufive of a great deal of wheat fold in the territories of Mentz 
and Treves, and exported into Switzerland, it fupplies France every year with three 
thoufand combs of grain. A comb is a meafure of one hundred and feventy pounds, 
Befides corn, they abound in wine and tobacco. But what gives the greatelt idea of 
the profperity of the country, isa lift of the taxes, which was fhewed me by a colle€tor. 
Ido not believe there is a fingle article, the air only which the people breathe ex- 
cepted, which is not to be found amongft them. Some contributions, fuch as thofe 
for the canal of Frankenthorn, dams on the Rhine, & which ought naturally to ae 
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ceafed, when the neceffities they were meant to ferve (if indeed fuch a ufelefs and fu- 
perfluous canal can be called a neceffity) have been turned into perpetual impotts. 
"The moft wonderful thing of all, however, for a politician, are the cuftoms of the Pa- 
latinate. Merely with a view of raifing thefe, the cuftom-houfes have been fo in- 
creafed, that almoft every place in the high road has fome particular cuftom payable in 
it, and all the goods which pafs through it are likewife taxable. Prejudicial as this 
eftablifhment is, even to the internal police of the country, as in confequence of it a 
village is often three times more remote from the dwelling-place of its bailif than it 
ought to be, if nature and the good of the fubjeéts were more confulted than the bene- 
fit of the Elector and his fervants; yet is every fpark of patriotifm fo extinguithed in 
this country, that there is no expectation of a change for the better ever being brought 
about. In many places on the road, the only'mark of the cuftom-houfe is the great 
ftick, which enforces payment. ‘The poor people, who export the commodities of the 
country, are often compelled to go three miles out of the road to pay the tax. In fhort 
the only difference betwixt the practice of the ancient German nobility, who, even fo 
low down as the times of the Emperor Maximilian, ufed to rob the merchant on the 
road, or compel paffage-money from him; and the prefent fyftem of taxation in the 
Palatinate is, that the old nobility did that at the hazard of their heads, which the go- 
yernment of the Palatinate does without danger, and without con{cioulnefs of doing, 
wrong. : . 

In order to give you a fill better idea of the ceconomy of this country, you muft 
know that there is a monopoly eftablifhed for the furnifhing of all the wood burnt, not 
only in the city of Manheim, but for fome miles round. ‘This is not fuch a monopoly 
as that eftablifhed at Berlin, which you know rather helps the peafant to fell his wood, 
than otherwife. Here a natural fon of the Eleétor, raifed by him to the dignity of 
count, baving entered into an agreement with the projeCtor, procured the patent which 
has enabled him to live magnificently at the expence of the country. 

‘The adminiftration of this country is fuch, that it is really difguiting to me to pick out- 
{pccimens of it to lay before you. Every thing that you have ever heard of the parate 
government of priefts, miftrefles, baftards, parvenus, projetors, eunuchs, bankrupts, 
and the like, exilts in the Palatinate at one and the fame time. Ihave fpoken with fe- 
veral minifters, who made no myftery of having bought their places. Indeed there 
are more inftances than one of places having been put up at public auction, in the an- 
tichambers of the miftrefles. One natural confequence of this is, the flagrant oppref- 
fions of the little governors or cuftom-houfe officers, who are fo many Lurkith ba- 
fhaws; and are feared in their refpective diftriéts as the executioners of the vengeance of 
heaven. 1 had the honour to dine with one of thefe bafhaws. The company was 
large and fplendid. He and his numerous family abounded in rings, watches, lace, 
and every appendage of the moft extravagant luxury : we had twenty-four difhes at 
dinner, and amongit the refit young peacocks. The defert was of a piece with the reft, 
and every thing in the higheit ton. Befides this, the man had a fnug ftable, magni- 
ficent carriage, and hounds, and yet his falary was not more than 2000 guilders, cr 
aool. a year. How he could keep up fuch an eftablifhment on fuch a revenue, would 
be, no doubt, eafily learned from the poor peafants under him, if we could obtain their 
confidence. With the rich peafants, a bathaw of this kind is naturally upon good terms. 
I was fhewn a man, who, though he had been publicly banifhed from another part of the 
empire, for his infamous condu@, had, notwithftanding, by following the turnings 
and.windings of this place, raifed himfelf to a place, from whence he was enabled to 
Jook down upon his enemies with contempt. There is, indeed, no part of Germany, 

VOL. VI. MM in 


266 RIESBECK’S TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY) 


in which adveniurers of all forts are fo fure to. make their fortunes as they are here. 
Provided they take care to put part of the booty into the Electoral cheft, they are fure 
to live unmolelted. The /ofto of Genoa, which, though decorated with a fmooth and 
fplendid name, is in fact no more than a Pharaoh table, at which the {tate endeayours to 
cheat its fubjects, thrives in no German foil fo well-asin this. It harmonized too well, 
with the reft of the fyfem of finance, not to be readily and eagerly adopted. J have‘ 
feen lottery-office propofals publifhed with the Eletor’s privilege, and decorated with 
his arms, in which it is faid, that a lottery is the /horte/?, fafe/t, and mo/t becoming way 
for a man to make his fortune. Now, every body knows, that what advantage there 
is in a game of this kind is only for the rich, and that he who buys his thirty-twos and 
fixty-fourths is fure to be undone. What muft we thisk then of a court, which ules 
every trick and paltry artifice to entice its fubje@s to play a game, by which they are 
fure to lofe, and # mult gain at leaft 100 percent? Itis truc, indeed, that there is fuch 
a lottery in every court in Germany ; but at none are fuch mean tricks as thefe made 
ufe of to induce the fubjeéts to play. 

Thefe oppreffions, however, great as they feem, are ftill nothing in comparifon of 
what the proteftants have to fuffer from the court. According to repeated treaties, the 
eftablithed religion of the country fhould be the reformed; but notwith{tanding this, 
the Catholics have found means to grow powerful enough, not only to be at the head 
of every thing themfelves, but to perfecute the Proteftants in the moft infamous man- 
ner. For this purpofe they have reccived villains of every kind into their villages, to 
increafe the number of Catholics; they have difpoffeffed the Proteftants of all places and 
pofts whatever; they have treated them with every kind of indignity; nay, even in the 
courts of jultice, the moft fcandalous and infamous partialities have taken place. And 
yet, fo are human affairs conducted, amid{t this outrageous tyranny, and whilit the 
emigrations to America have been fuch, that the Englifh know no other name for a 
German than that of Palatine, this court has met with authors, both in and out of the 
cauntry, to extol the wifdom of its councils: nay, would you think it! although half 
the fubjects of the country are driven out of it, and the reft fo opprefled that they hardly 
know how to live in it, there is a college for teaching the feveral branches of political 
economy fubfifting at Lautern, and projectors innumerable are fent to Frankenthal to 
eftablifh manufactures ! 

That, notwithftanding the repeated and multifarious vexations they are expofed to, 
the farmers of this country are fiill enabled toshold up their heads, is, no doubt, owing 
to the frequent eniigrations. Thefe keep the price of land low, and enable the half 
who remain (for above half are driven out) to fubfift with a tolerable degree of com- 
fort. . . 

Notwithftanding all the reputation which the manufactures of the Palatinate bave 
gained, there is nore fhew than fubftance about them. All thofe of Frankenthal put 
together are not cqual to fingle ones which might be named in Auftria, in Switzerland, 
at Berlin, and in feveral other countries. Excepting only the china manufactory, there 
is not a fingle one which employs a hundred men, or has a capital of 100,000 guilders.. 
But here they calla place where three men and afew boys are making wafers, a wafer 
manufactory. n this fenfe, every taylor and fhoemaker’s fhop may pafs for a manu- 
factory. And yet they do not know how to prepare the produce of the country for 
the internal confumption of it. Yhe tobacco which grows in the Palatinate is carried 
into Holland to be made, and brought back again for confumption. Another proof of 
the wifdom of this government is, the difficulties it places in the way of the exports of 
ius own fubjedts. The city of Mentz, I have told you, fubfifts entizely by bread made 
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in the Palatinate, Would you think that the court’ of Manheim, which, like all the 
other petty courts of Germany, is ever ready to quarrel with its neighbours, notwith- 
flanding every treaty and feeming appearance of amity between them, wanted to force 
the inhabitants of Mentz to come and buy their food in the Palatinate ? Before this, the 
farmers carried it to the city market; but the court of Manheim eftablifhed weekly mar- 
kets at Oppenheim, and other places near the frontiers of Mentz. No doubt, it would 
have been an advantage to the Palatines, had flrangers brought the honey to their mar- 
kets, and the Ele@tor might have fet his own prices on his commodity, provided that 
Mentz and the Rhinegau had been fo entirely dependant upon him as not to have the 
pofibility of a fupply by any other means; but as foon as the people of Mentz faw 
themfelves compelled to pay more than they did before, they opened an immediate trade 
with the rich corn countries of the Wetterau, about Ufingen and Friedberg ; the confe- 
quence of which was, that the Palatines became the dupes of the caprices of their mal- 
ters, and were compelled to carry their commodity into France and Switzerland, with 
far more trouble and far lefs prolit.- As, however, none of the projecis of this court 
have any confiftency, the markets of Mentz have, within thefe few years paft, been vi- 
The cuftoms are no {mall hindrance to exportation. : 

Manheim is a very regularly built pretty little city, containing about twenty-five thou. 
fand inhabitants, of which, fince the court refides at Munich, it has loft about two thou- 
fand. The Manheimers very much want the Elector to refide with them, and leave 
Bavaria, which is at leaft fifty times as large as the Palatinate, to be governed by a de- 
puty. ‘They cannot yet underftand what it is their prince fees in Munich to give it the 
preference. Indeed they are fo confcious of the beauty of their own city, that they 
leugh in the face of any one who tells them there are finer places in the world than 
Manheim ; which, after all, it is doing too much honour to, to call it a miniature of 
‘Turin or Berlin, and other towns. Indeed, if you except the dull regularity of i, Mus 
nich is a much finer city than Manheim, which has nothing worth feeing in it but the 
caftle, and church of the Jefuits. Every thing elf that is called fine here is fo little and 
astificial, as to infpire a knowing eye only with difguit. But the Manheimers are alto- 
yether the proudeft people on earth. They have fo great anidea of the power and 
riches of their country, as not to feruple to rank their prince with the greateft monarchs 
in the world. ‘They aflure you, with very ferious faces, that if they had not been the 
friends of peace, and averfe to the fhedding of human blood, it would have been eafy~ . 
for them to have taken poffeflion of Bavaria by force, notwithftanding all the preten- 
fions of the houfe of Auftria. Thefe ridiculous airs, no doubt, have arifen from their 
being furrounded by leffer ftates, and their Ele€tor being the firft of the {maller princes : 
but their univerfal motto in every thing is, “ Much buttle for little bufinefs.”” The love 
of pleafure, too, is fo univerfal here, that a taylor’s wife looks upon it as difgraceful to 
be faithful to her hufband. ‘Chis diffipation, and the love of drefs, has a very ftriking 
afpeét, when contrafted with the decp poverty that obtains throughout. The women 
of this place are remarkably handfome, agreeable, and pleafing. 

The government of the Palatinate is one of the moft arbitrary in Germany. ‘There 
are no ftates, and the privileges of the communities are the jeft of the court. But here, 
more than in any other place in the world, you may be convinced that the moft defpo- 
tic prince in the world is the moft limited. ‘The Elector depends on his lowe fervanis, 
and is the dupcof all who furround him. Every fubordinate minifter is a defpot inthe fame 
manner, as far as the fplere of his power extends; fo that when a fovereign has not 
fpirit enough to look into the details of government, or at leaft to rebuke his minifters, 
he is fure to find there is 2 confpiracy againft him and the country, whilit there is no- 
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body Jeft to tell him the truth, or fay a word for the good caufe. It is impoffible for 
the Elector to lay the firft {tone of a building, without being cheated in the moft {canda« 
lous manner, 


LETTER LXVI. 


Cologne. 

IF God vouchfafes me life, brother, I will once more fail from Mentz hither ; “for 
never in my life had I a plealanter voyage. The fail on the Danube is fine, but that on 
the Rhine far furpaffes it; and indeed 1 know nothing to compare with this laft, but the 
fail on the lakes of Geneva or Zurich. My company was agreeable, and the veffel a 
far different kind of a thing from the miferable rafters on the Danube: it had a matt 
and fails, the deck had rails round it, and there were windows and.other furniture in 
the cabin. - 

After having loft fight of the magnificent and laughing Rhinegau, we were carried 
through a narrow valley, entirely oceupied by the Rhine, which opens under Bingen. 
‘The contraft was extremely ftriking. The hills, which hang perpendicularly over the 
Rhine, are fometimes covered with various greens, fometimes with naked ftones, and 
now afid then with blue or white flates: their appearance, their flope, the different and 
various culture which you fee every now and then upon them, together with the wind- 
ings of the Rhine, change the profpe& almoft every moment. Notwithftanding the 
diladvantageous fituation of it, the banks of this vale are much more peopled, and much 
better cultivated, than any part of the Danube whatever. You have a village almoft 
every three miles, and every hill is crowned with a caftle, formerly the habitation of 
fome German knight. The moft pidurefque fancy can point nothing more romantic, 
than the fituation of thefe cities and villages. We had a Scotchman with us, who had 
come over-land from the Eaft Indies. The man was like a madman. He found fomne- 
thing like Scotland in every place we admired ; but on my afking hina what there was in 
his own country like the vineyards which we faw, he fwore that, as to thefe, their uni- 
formity and dull regularity made them an unpleafing fight; and obliged him to refrefh 
his eyes with a fight of the impending hills. I anfwered him only by bringing him a 
glafs of red Afmannfhaufer wine, which he found very drinkable. 

The fineft {pots in this romantic country are thofe about Bacharach and Kaub (which 
lie diretly oppofite each other on different fides of the river), and thofe about St. Goar 
and Coblentz. ‘The fituation of Bacharach is like the place itfelf, dark and tremendoufly 
beautiful. ‘The hill, at the front of which the little town lies, hangs directly perpendi- 
cularly over it, and is in part covered with vineyards, which. produce one of the beft 
Rhenifh wines. The fituation of Kaub is more open and more gay, and from the cir« 
cumftance of the houfes being painted of a light white upon a deep green, contrafts very 
pleafingly with the wonderful black of Bacharach. Inthe midft of the Rhine, betwixt 
the two cities, on a rock which hardly rifes above the furface of the water, {tands a high, 
thick, folid tower, called the Palatine. This, which, as well as the two towns, belongs to 
the EleGtor, is generally looked upon by the common people as the original feat of the 
family. You can conceive nothing more fingular or ftriking in a landfcape than the 
fituation of this tower, when viewed fromacertain diftance. 

‘The country about St. Goaris quite of a different kind. On the banks of the Rhine, 
on the right, and on one of the perpendicular hills, which are diftinguifhed by their ma- 
jeftic appearance, there ftands an old caftle which they ftill keep up. The left fhore, 
on which the city ftands, is {till more perpendicular, but it is cultivated with sea Jae in, 
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duftry. The Gines are planted as at Rudefheim, on a number of fmall afcendant ter. 
races, which rife to.a great height. The fpace betwixt the rock and the ftream is fo 
narrow, that the inhabitants are fometimes compelled to build in the rock itfelf.  Jutt 
above the city there rifes majeltically a fort called Rheinfels, which gave its name to a 
branch of the houfe of Hefle Caffel; but fince the death of the poffeffor, has fallen, with 
the country belonging to it, to the head of that houfe. The town itfelf is very lively, and 
far the beft betwixt Bingen and Coblentz. The inhabitants appear to be a very active 
race of men. A little above the city, the fhort windings of the conftrained Rhine form 
a whirlpool, known by the name of St. Goar’s bank. ‘Though no remarkably bad acci- 
dents ever happen here, we were witneffes to one, which fhews that it has not its name 
for nothing, as the whirlpool on the Danube has. A large veflel from Cologne hap- 
pened to be going down the river with us. It had taken on board an old experienced 
pilot, who, in the dangerous places, ftood very deep in the river. The hortes pulled 
very ftrong: on a fudden, the pilot was fo entirely borne down by the ftteam, that the 
veflel lay in a minute on the other bank of the river, though this was a hundred and fifty 
paces diftant from the place it was going down. By great good luck there was a wherry _ 
betwixt it and the rock on which it ftruck, which prevented it from receiving great 
damage. It was, however, obliged to be hoven off. 

About a mile above Coblentz, feveral old caftles and little towns, fituated at the top 
and bottom of thefe woods and hills, form very pleafing views. At length you behold 
the little town of Lahnitein, at the back of which there is a rough, tall mountain. Near 
the town, a gullet, through which the river Lahn runs into the Rhine, forms a very 
- pleating perfpective. The valley is {till fo narrow as to be wholly occupied by the Rhine, 
‘As you approach towards Coblentz, it begins to widen to the left. At a diftance you 
fee a magnificent convent of Carthufians; ona great hill, ftraight before you, the city 5 
and tothe right, the fteep rock crowned by the fort of Ehrenbreitftein. “At the foot of 
the hill is the majeftic caftle inhabited by the prince, and feveral magnificent buildings. 
"The whole has an effect not to be defcribed. 

Coblentz is a very pretty, though fomewhat dead town, which contains about twelve 
thoufand inhabitants. The prefent mafter, a Saxon prince, and brother-in-law to the 
Emperor, continues true to the old fyftem. He is exemplarily good, and I believe that 
it is his goodnefs, much more than any political views, which makes him fo attached 
to the papal fyftem of church government. In a voyage he lately made to Augtburg, - 
he carried his veneration for the Pope fo far, as to throw himfelf on his knees before 
him in the public church. There alfo exifts a letter of his to his brother-in-law, in 
which he reproaches him, in very fevere terms, for his intended project of reform. 
Thefe remonitrances were net, however, well received: the Emperor looked upon the 
holy father in a very different light from the good archbifhop. The latter, however,. 
is upon the whole an excellent prince; nor does his piety, as that of princes fometimes 
does, degenerate into indolence and weaknefs. 

‘This ecclefiaflic owes his advancement entirely to the Emperor. He was firft recom- 
mended by him to the Chapter of Luttich, who refufed the recommendation with great 
harfhnefs. The Chapters of Mentz, Wurtzburgh, and Luttich, are the only ones in Ger=' 
many who.endeavour to preterve their freedom of eleétion. Upon the refufal of Lut- 
tich, the Emperor tried Treves, who made lefs difficulty. As EleGtor, he has at leaft 
g5co,000, and as bifhop of Augfburg near 200,000 guilders. Befides this, he is co« 
adjutor of Ellwangen, where, in time, he may expedl at leaft 8000 guilders more. 
Three fuch pieces of preferment would almoft make me think with Bellarmine: «© Onto 
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make me Pope (faid a Roman patrician to one who wanted to convert him), and I will 
be a Chriftian |” ; : : 

The country betwixt Coblentz and Cologne is very fine and very well peopled. There 
isa beautiful town near the latter. Newvied is quite new, regularly built, and full of in« 
dufiry, ‘The inhabitants enjoy not only a perfeG freedom of religion, but an oxemp- 
tion from taxes, very feldom to be met with in Germany. The place is more particu- 
larly diftinguifhed as the refidence of a colony of Moravians. Ju‘t over again. t it, on 
the oppoiite bank of the Rhine, lies the old town of Andernach, which, though not fo 
handfome as Newvied, is extremely full of life. Bonn, the refidence of the Elector cf 
Cologne, is the largeft and handfomeft town betwixt Coblentz and Cologne. It con. 
tains twelve thoufand inhabitants. Till you come within two or three miles of Calogne, 
the banks of the Rhine have {till hills, only the chains of hills are fofier than betwixt 
Coblentz and Mentz, and they are now and then broken by fmall plains; but here the 
hills terminate to the right with feven large pyramids, called the feven hills. ‘Chefe form 
a fine amphitheatre, and on one of them there is an old caftle. From hence to the Ger. 
man ocean there are no more remarkable hills. Here likewife end the dominions of the 
German Bacchus. 

The whole ftrip of land from here to Mentz, is one of the richeft and beft peopled 
in all Germany. In this courfe of eighteen German miles, they reckon twenty cities, 
which lie on the banks of the Rhine, and were moft of them known to the Romans, 
There ftill remain figns enough to prove, that thefe were fome of the firft countries 
broke up. Neither moraffes nor heaths interrupt the agriculture, which is carried on 
with great induftry, from the banks of the river to a great diftance up the country, 
Whilit many caftles and cities, built in other parts of Germany, in the times of Charle- 
magne and his fucceffors, particularly under Henry the Firft, have been deiiroyed, thofe 
which were built in this country not only remain, but feveral frefh ones have been added 
to them, 

It is certainly true, that the natural fruitfulnefs of the country, and the facility of 
exportation by the Rhine, contributes in a great degree to this; but it is alfo owing to 
the nature of the government. _ In the three ecclefiaftical eleCtorates, they know nothing 
of the heavy taxes under which the fubjeéts of the temporal princes fo heavily groan. 
‘They have raifed the euftoms very little. No fpecies of flavery is known here. ‘There 
is no need of heavy taxes to portion out princeffes. ‘They have no overgrown armies, 
nor do they fell the fons of their farmers to foreign powers, nor have they taken any 
part in the civil or forcign difturbances of Germany. From all this it follows, that 
though they do not encourage arts and manufactures fo much as they might do, agvi- 
culiure has been carried to a height amongft them, which it has not reached in any 
other part of Germany. So true it is, that nature will do of herfelf all that laws and 
adts of parliament can produce, as foon as you remove the impediments that ftand in the 
way. 

The forelt of fhips in the port, and the numerous church fteeples, give Cologne a 
very magnificent appearance at a diftance; but it all vanifhes as foon as you fet foot 
within the gates. ‘Che ftreets and the inhabitants are alike dark and ugly. Thad fearce 
made my entry, when I met with an event, which gave me no very high idea of the po- 
lice of the place. On my landing from the veffel, they fent a foldier with me to the 
inn, to fearch my bagga%e; but we were hardly alone, when he told me how old he 
was, whata trouble it would be for him to go to the inn, and in fhort offered to let me go 
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Thad hardly got rid of him, when a troop of beggars affailed me, and followed me 
‘quite to the inn, Here I met wih another fpecimen of the manners. ‘The holte(s 
was bargaining with a dirty monk to fay mafs.for her. He afked 14 flivers, and the 
would give him only 12. At length, when they had ftruck their bargain, and the 
prieft was gone his way, there came another, who had overheard all that had paffed, and 
oifered the hoftels, if fhe would be off, to fay mafs for ten ftivers. By the next pott 
you fhall hear more from this city, which has an extraordinary appearance through- 
out, ‘ 


LETTER LXVIL 
_ Colognes 

COLOGNE, brother, is in every refpeét the uglieft town in all Germany ; there: is 
not a fingle building worth feeing within its walls, which are nine miles in circumfe. 
rence: moft of the houfés are falling to the ground ; a great part of them ftand quite 
empty; and as to the population, I cannot give you a better idea of it, than by af- 
furing you, upon my honour, that my landlord, an officer of the city,-with whom I have 
taken up my abode for two months, pays only 50 guilders a year fora very handfome, 
large houfe, with a court, ftables, and a large garden, in one of the bett {treets in the 
city. Round the walls, which enclofe the whole domain of the ftate, there are fome 
hundred farm houfes, which produce all the greens, together with as much butter, 
cheefe, and milk, as is ufed in the city. In many ftreets there is dung laying before the 
houles on each fide. Many are fo empty, that you may walk in them for an hour, 
without fecing a fingle human creature. “Lhe great fquare or place, however, would, 
from its fize and beautiful rows of lime trees in it, be one of the moft magnificent in 
the world, if it was not darkened by the half-fallen buildings about it. © 

A third part of the inhabitants are privileged beggars, who form here a regular cor- 
poration : this is no fatire, as you may think it, but the fober truth 3 they fit upon rows 
of ftools placed in every church, and take precedence according to their feniority : 
when the eldeft dies his next neighbour takes his place. The old people, who belong 
to the fraternity, confidera place upon thefe ftools as a provifion for a fon, or marriage 
portion for a daughter. Many of them have {tools belonging to them in feveral 
churches, which they vifit alternately, on the days of the moft brilliant feftivals, and 
divide amongft their heirs when they die. On the few days.of the year on which there 
are no feftivals they difperfe about the city, and moleft the pailengers, with an. info. 
lence and rudenefs not to be conceived. 

Another third of the mhabitants are ecclefiaftics. ‘Vhere are thirty-nine nunneries 
in this place, aboye twenty convents for men, and more than twelve hofpitals ;_ befides 
thefe, the place is crowded with a motley race of men, which are called Abbés; but 
thefe are not as they are with us, the powdered fmirking ecclefiaftical beaux, who 
make parties with the ladies, and attend at their levees ; but rough dirty clowns, be- 
{meared all over with tobacco, who play for pence with the peafants in public ale- 
houfes ; or, after having fail mafs in the morning, run of errands, clean fhoes, or are 
porters for the reft of the day. I have never {een the church in fo contemptible a 
ftate as it is here. There are feveral ecclefiaftics who do not themfelves know what 
they are. Iam acquainted with a canon who makes 20c0 guilders a year of his ftall 5 
but has affured me himfelf that he has never faid mafs, nor feen his church, for a 
twelvemonth. | met another of them in a coffee-houfe, kept by a young woman, whom 
he loved, but who was likewife courted by a merchant’s clerk. ‘The rivals having en- 
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gaged in a game of billiards, from words proceeded to blows, until the prébend was 
laid fairly under the table. When we had with fome difficulty made peace, the clerk 
went his way, and now there followed another extraordinary {cene. The canon had a 
pretty young man with him, whom he had lodged and boarded for fome time. He © 
took it fo ill that this toad-cater had not taken his part, that after reproaching him with 
the favours he had conferred on him, he renounced his friendfhip before us all. ‘The 
part of our abbés is played here by thefe regular canons, the Antonites, and the prielts 
of the order of Malta. You fee them about the ladies in all the great houfes. «As to 
the nuns, there are four of them big with child at prefent, and fix are immured, for 
not having underftood the art of mot being with child. In the firft days of my abode 
here, the fon of a gentleman, to whom I was recommended, took me with him to a nun- 
nery to vifit his fifter. We found her with another friend in the fick room, where 
they are allowed to receive vifits. In the firft quarter of an hour of the vit, I dif- 
covered that my friend was not come to fee his fifter, and that her friend’s diforder was 
not very dangerous. I found the filter agreeable enough, not to be tired with her, 
whilft the brother was entertained by the friend.’ The next week the fifter was ill, 
and the friend attended her to the hofpitat; fhe gratefully returned the favour the 
week after, and I foon found that, let me ftay here as long as I pleafed, we fhould 
have vifits to make every week, till the whole circle of difeafes had been gone through 
by the nuns. 

The want of proper government is the caufe of the illimited freedom, which is enjoyed 
by the ecclefiatics of this place. . They live in the greateft anarchy ; for though they 
are properly fubjeét to the controul of the Archbifhop of Cologne, the magiftracy of 
the place is jealous of the Archbifhop’s power, and will fuffer none of his orders relating 
to difcipline to be carried into execution. ‘Thus between the contention of the two 

owers, poor difcipline goes to the ground. 

The lalt third of the inhabitants confifts of fome patrician families, and of the mer- 
chants and mechanics, on whom the other two parts live. Upon the whole, Cologne is 
at leaft a century behind the reft of Germany, Bavaria itfelf not excepted. Bigotry, 
ill-manners, clownifhnefs, flothfulnefs,- are vifible every where; and the fpeech, drets, 
furniture of the houtes, every thing in fhort is fo different from what is feen in the reft of 
Germany, that you conceive yourfelf in the middle of a colony of ftrangers. I do not 

nean to fay there are no exceptions, for I have been in fome houfes, the’ mafters of 
which are ditinguifhed for their tafte and elegant manner of living ; but the exceptions 
are indeed very few. 

It is owing to the government of the country that this city is fo far behind the other 
fates of Germany. ‘Together with the hatred of innovation common to all republics, 
and ufual impatience and weaknels of the magiftrate, the abfurd corporation fyftem pre- 
vails here with more force than in any other of the free imperial cities. 1 will only give 
you one inftance, by which you will fee how impoffible it is for this town ever to go on 
improving as the reft of Germany has done. A few years fince there fettled here 
a baker from the Palatinate, who, from the circumftance of the other bakers baking 
fuch bread as only an inhabitant of Cologne could eat, foon drove a thriving trade. Jea- 
loufy of his good fortune foon brought his brethren of the company to his houfe, and 
they pulled down his oven. The aifair was carried into a court of juftice. On the 
day it was to be determined, not only the company of bakers, but the other compa- 
nies of barbers, taylors, fhoemakers, &c. aflembled round the court-houfe,. and {wore 
they would put an end to the magiltrates and-magiftracy together, if, by their licentious 
decree, they allowed any man to bake better bread than the other gentlemen of the 
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corps. The magiftracy knew its men, who on a former occafion had huftled fome of 
_ them in the church-yard ; and admonifhed by the precedent, they made this fpirited 
decree + “That whereas the audacious baker hed taken upon him to bake bread, 
fuch as the reft of the corporation did not bake, he fhould build up his oven again at his 
own expence, and, for the future, be cautious only to bake fuch bread as the town had 
been wont to feed upon.” 

‘he obftinacy with which the feveral corporations-of the place defend their privileges, 
the rudenefs of the common people, which fome love to decorate with the mame of li- 
berty, and the immoderate and unreftrained licentioufnefs which obtains univerfally, 
render Cologne very deferving of the name of Little London, by which fome of its in- 
habitants love to diftinguifh it. Like the great London, it is remarkable for the pride 
of the common people, and the infolence with which they treat ftrangers. Having be- 
haved rather impertinently to their neighbours, the Elector of Cologne, and the Elec- 
tor Palatine, an attempt was made to reform them in the moft effectual way, by cut- 
ting off their provifions. ‘The magiftracy immediately difpatched meffengers to the Em- 
prror, to acquaint him that they were upon the point of being ftarved to death; and in 
the mean time the burghers rubbed up their old fwords, and’ affembling in crowds in 
the alehoufes, and other public places of the city, denounced death and vengeance on 
the EleGtor, The Emperor, out of pity, had the interdi€t taken off; and ever fince,. 
the populace have exclaimed,—** We have brought the Eleétor to reafon: he was ap- 
prized of our intended march, and has aéted very wifely in not allowing matters to come 
toextremities !’? Precifely in the ftyle of the canaille of London. 

A governing burgomafter of Cologne (there are fix of them, two of which govern 
every year) holds nearly the fame {tate as the Lord Mayor of London. He wears a 
Roman toga, half black, half purple, a large Spanifh hat, Spanifh breeches, waiftcoat, 
&c. He has alfo his li€tors, who carry the fatbes before him, when he appears in his. 
public charaéter. In the laft war, one of our regiments defired to march through the 
city ; but it was oppofed, on pretence that the King of Pruffia was their liege lord, in 
his capacity of Duke of Cleves, and Count of the Mark; and they told the Colonel, 
who defired to have the gate opened to him, that they were determined to obferve a 
ftri&t neutrality. It was in vain for him to remonftrate that he was condudting auxili- 
ary troops to the fervice of the Emperor, their fovereign lord. The gates were kept 
fhut, and nothing lefs than the pleafure of having their houfes burned about their ears 
would content the mob of the place. However, when the cannon was planted, and 
ready to fire, the council thought better of it, and, to the great mortification of the po- 
pulace, determined to permit the paflage. ‘The Commandant, as foon as he had got in, 
immediately made the beft of his way to the hall, to remonftrate with the Mayor, whom 
he found, in all the infignia of majefty, on his throne, encompaffed with his lictors. 
As thefe, however, did not prevent a few remarks from being made, the Magiftrate 
immediately drew up, and ordering the lictors to raife the fafces, afked the Colonel, 
“© Whether he had a proper conception of the dignity of a Roman Burgomafter?. Or 
whether he knew that he reprefented the majefty of the Roman Czfars, and had only 
opened the door to him out of good will?” ‘The officer, who had drawn up Ais troops, 
with their bayonets fixed and firelocks primed, inthe grand fquare, and was in full pof- 
feflion of the city, could not abftain from laughing ; but as he already had the door in 
his hand, the only anfwer he made was, ‘ You are not quite right in your head |” 

The want of all police, a want which in this town conftitutes the effence of liberty, 
brings hither from the Upper Rhine, Weftphalia, the Imperial Netherlands, France, 
and Holland, vat numbers of people who choofe to live incognito. There are very 
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good focieties to be met with, made up of the better fort of thefe adventurers, numerous 
Profan aud Imperial officers, the canons belonging to the foundations of the place, 
fome patricians, and Proteftant merchants. ‘The brifk navigation, particularly of the 
“Dutch, for which this is the ftaple, which they dare not pafs by, the low price of alt 
the neceflaries of life, the neighbourhood of Bonn, the total abfence of the infupportable 
court airs and infolence of the nobleffe, which you mect with almoft in every other city, 
the wholefomenefs of the air, and the cheerfulnefs of the inhabitants of the neighbour- 
ing eleCtorate and duchy of Berg, renders this a very agreeable abode to thofe who 
with to mix fomewhat of the country with the city life, notwithltanding the difagrec- 
able manners of the majcrity. This ferves the philofophical obferver for matter of 
perpetual remarks, which he cannot make fo eafily any where elfe, Indeed all the 
characters of middling life are here more {trongly marked than in any other place I 
have ever been in. 

Thefe morofe and heavy people are equally diftinguifhed from the reft of Europe for 
their religious as weil as for their political fuperftitions, 

The republican pride gives a colouring to every thing done here, which cannot but 
highly intereft a friend of humanity, were it only to make him laugh : which, you know 
was the ufe which Democritus of Abdcra made of his fellow-citizens, to the no fmall 
advantage of his lungs. 

The fuperftition of this little London furpafles every thing of the kind you can 
imagine. They are not contented here with fingle faints, but muft have whole armics 
of them. A few days fince I paid a vifit to the church of St. Urfula, where the lays 
with her cleven thoufand virgins. The walls and floor of the church are filled with 
coffins and bones. Though, as this holy princefs lived in the time of the heptarchy, it 
will be foniewhat difficult to conceive how fhe could get together cleven thouland virgins 
in her father’s deminions ; a man who fhould attempt here to fubtract a fingle one trom 
the number, would run a very great chance of being knocked on the head. Wonder- 
ful as this ftory is in itfelf, other wonders are brought in confirmation of it, Atioagtt 
the reft, there is a monument which has a fmall coftin encloted in it, and on which the 
following words are written .—‘¢ A natural child was buried in this church with the 
virgins; but, innocent as he was, they would not fuffer him to mix his bones with 
theirs, but drove him cut again, and there was a neceflity of burying him above 
ground.’’ If you are not thoroughly verfed in the hiftory of thefe ladies, you will be, 
perhaps, glad to hear that authers do not quite agree in their accounts of them. The 
{ralian legendarics, a jealous race of curs, where foreign miracles are concerned, think 
there is a zero too much in the infcription; others, that the Princefs had a maid of 
honour called Undecimitla, who by fome blundering monks was changed into eleven 
thoufand. Here alfo lies interred in a church which bears his name, Saint Gereon, 
(not Geryon,) with twelve hundred or twelve thoufand (for they do not ftand fora cy- 
pher here in reckoning up faints) of his foldiers. One of the three Hermans, who are the 
fubje&ts of a wretched popular novel, alfo work wonders upon wonders here. Almoft 
every one of the two hundred churches of this place has fome male or female faint be- 
longing to it, on which the monks and beggars live. What delighted me moft in this 
way, were two-wooden hortes painted white, which are looking out of a window in an 
old building ‘of the new fquare. ‘The hiftory of this monument was given me in the 
following terms: “ A wealthy young woman was formerly buried from this houfe, 
with very rich ornaments, which the grave-digger having obferved, he came im the night 
to rob the corpfe ; hardly had the coffin been opened, when the woman ftood up, 
and feizing tle lantern, whic the aftonifhed grave-digger dropped in his fright, walk- 
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ed direétly home with it; fhe knocked at the door; the maid came to the window, and 
afked who was there. Your miftrefs, anfwered the other. The girl immediately ran 
with the meffage to her mafter, who not being perhaps pleafed to hear that his wife was 
come back again, cried out, ‘ It is as impoffible for it to be my wife, as for the two 
horfes to come out of the ftables, run up into the garrets, and lock out of the window.’ 
No fooner faid than done; the two nags immediately trotted up ftairs, and have remain. 
ed at the window to this day.” The poor man had no remedy but to take back his wife, 
who lived feven years with him after that, and wove a great quantity of linen, which, 
together with a fet of paintings, exhibiting the whole ftory, is {till to be feen in the 
neighbouring church. Unfortunately for the ftory, it is told with precifely the fame 
circumfances in two other parts of Germany; only the Colognefe, who are in every 
thing difnguithed from the reft of the fons of men, have added the vifible and perpe- 
tual monument of the two horfes; but this city is very rich in fables of this kind. 

It is not here as in the other dark parts of Germany, where finall tales only ferve for 
the amufement of the idle; no, no, the Colognefe are in downright ferious earneft ; 
they confider their country as the fpecial habitation of faints, and the earth itfelf as holy, 
and are equally ready to become martyrs for the truth of the propofitions, or to make 
martyrs of any who doubt them. 

‘Their bilious humour leads them to defend the whole with a degree of heat that al- 
moft turns their heads: whereas, in the other parts of Germany, there is fomething ro. 
mantic in all the {tories of the faints, which correfponds with the jovial turn of the pec- 
ple; fo every thing of the fort told here is melancholy, cruel, or nonfenfical, like the 





relators. 
‘The priefts of the place, efpecially the monks, carry no better ftories than thefe with 


them into their pulpits ; nay, fome of my friends have affured me, that the whole mo- 
rality of the confedors refts upon them: thus, if a young man comes to confefs an af- 
fair of gallantry, he is immediately told, “ that the devil having caught a young maf 
and a young woman in bed together, wrung off the neck of the one, and plunged the 
other into a lake nine times hotter than burning pitch.” Of all the fermons I heard here, 
the certain medium by which to judge of the morals of a people, there was only one, by 
a Carmelite, that was not flat nonfenfe. 

A neceflary confequence of allthis is, that the manners are more corrupted here than 
in any other place under the fun. ‘The churches themfelves are made places of ren- 
dezvous, where every kind of licentiou{nefs is in part agreed upon, and in part carried 
into effect. 

‘Phe evening fervices of the monks are like the evening walks in the fuburbs of Vienna, 
and every alehoufe round the place teems with adultery and fornication. If you hap- 
pen to go into them on a holiday, you will commonly find the vifitors in fuch a ftate of 
drunkennefs, as exactly reminds you of the old Germans and Scythians. ; 


LETTER LXVIII 
Cologne. 
HERETOFORE Cologne counted thirty thoufand men bearing arms, and in the 
twelfth century it {tood a fiege againft the whole empire united. Her commerce was fo 
flourtfhing, that fhe was at the head of the Hans cities of the third order. Indeed, 
when we confider the many circumftances favourable to it, fuch as the fituation on one 
of the moit navigable rivers in the world, the fhores of which are covered with inhabi- 


tants; the ftaple, the republican form of government, the admirable roads which con- 
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neét it with all Germany, and various other circumftances; the greateft wonder of alt 
the wonders of this wonderful city is, how it can poffibly have contrived to fall fo low: 
at prefent it does not contain more than twenty-five thoufand fouls. Their manufactures 
-are low. Save a fingle one of tobacco, a few infignificant laces, and the pins which are 
made by the wives and daughters of the poor people, all fpirit of induftry is effeually 
fupprefled by monkery, and the diflolution of manners infeparable from il. ‘lhofe who 
pafs for merchants are only brokers and commiftioners for thofe of Francfort, Nurens 
burg, Augfburgh, Strafburgh, Switzerland, and other countries. Excepting a few 
fmall bankers, there are hardly above ten or twelve houfes, that have any thing like a 
folid commerce; the object of thefe are drugs, from the fale of which a great deal of 
money is annually brought into Germany: wine, wrought and unwrought iron from 
the mines of Naflau, which are the moft famous for the production of this metal, after 
thofe of Styria and Carinthia; wood fromthe Upper Rhine, the Maine, and the Necker, 
and a few other lefs important articles. ‘The greater part, too, of thefe very few mer- 
chants is made up of French and Italians, who far furpafs the natives in under{tanding, 
induftry, and frugality, and make up their fortunes on this never-failing capital. The 
moft folid commerce of all is inthe hands of fome dozens of proteftants, who can nei- 
ther obtain the privileges of citizens, nor yet the liberty to ferve God in their own way; 
they go to church at Muhlheim, a pretty town in the Palatinate, at fix miles diftance. 
Befides the manufactures they are engaged in here, they have concerns in feyeral others 
in the Pruffian territory, and in the Palatinate. 

When a ftranger objects to the people of Cologne, their intolerance towards the moft 
ufeful part of the inhabitants of their city; when he compares the ftupidity, barbarity, 
debauchery, and poverty of the citizens of the place, with the knowledge, induftry, fru- 
gality, and riches of the foreigners, they are not at all affected with the juftice of thefe 
remarks, but turn them to their own advantage in the following manner: “ Thefe he- 
retics,”” fay they, “are loft fouls; their hearts are wrapt up in worldly poffeffions, which, 
God vouchfafes them in order to render their damnation the greater. God has evidently 
weprobated the rich in his holy writ, and their riches are the faggots which in another 
world will be piled up to burn them!” With opinions like thefe, which the monks hold 
forth from every pulpit, it is not to be wondered at, if the third part of the inhabitants 
of the city are beggars. 

The numerous fhips which are always to be found in the ports of this city, exhibit 
the moft difgraceful inftance of the manners of the people. ‘There is hardly a river in 
Europe which is navigated fo high from its fource as the Rhine is in this place; the 
quay, which is above a mile long, is almoft always filled with fhips; but the goods on 
board, which, according to the laws of the ftaple, fhould be loaded only on fhips be- 
jonging to Cologne or Mentz, almoft all belong to foreign merchants; of thefe the 
Dutch fhips are moft confiderable; they are diftinguifhed by the kind of magnificence 
and cleanlinefs peculiar to this people - they are at leaft one-third longer than our com- 
mon merchant fhips of two mafts, and carry from one hundred and fifty to one hundred. 
and eighty tons; they are drawn by horfes, ‘and can alfo occafionally ufe their fails at 
the fame time; nor, in proportion to their freight, do they want above half the number 
of horfes which are ufed in the navigation of the Danube from the Ulm to Vienna. 
The proprietors of thefe (for a river) immenfe veflels commonly live on board, even 
when they are at Amfterdam or Rotterdam; to which laft city, unfavourable as their 
veffels are for a fea navigation, on account of their length, {mall height and breadth, 
they often fail through the Texel when the wind is favourable. As long as they lie in 
this port, they treat their friends with all kinds of foreign wines, and a variety of re- 
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frefhments, after the Dutch manner. I have had many a jolly party in fuch veffels, 
where we have danced down the night. The thips of this place, and thofe from Mentz, 
which take-goods in here for the Upper Rhine, are much fmaller than the Dutch ones. 
Many of thefe, however, are large enough to load one hundred and twenty tons, or as 
much as a common two-mait flip. All thefe fhips are built of oak, and according to 
the principles of fhips which go to fea, only with this difference, that their length is 
greater in proportion tq their depth or breadth. ; 

Nothing difplays the conftitution of the German empire in a better light, than the 
navigation of the Rhine. Every prince, fo far as his domain on the banks reaches, 
confiders the fhips that go by as the veflels of foreigners, and loads them, without dif 
tinGtion, with almoit intolerable taxes. They do not in the leaft confider, whether the 
commodities which pafs by are the produce of Germany or other countries, and whe- 
ther the enipire will gain or lofe by them. On the contrary, fome of the articles ex- 
ported from Germany, fuch as wine, wood, &c. have greater taxes laid upon them, in 
proportion to their intrinfic value, than any foreign ware. Flourihing as the banks of 
the Rhine now are, they would be ttill much richer if they belonged only to one matter, 
and were governed according to the principles of a found policy; as things now are, 
the exports of the country are vifibly cramped by the numerous cuftom-houfe duties, 
fo as to make it almoft incredible how navigation can be fo great as it is, 

In the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, as Germany was approaching near to the 
anarchy in which it in faci flill continues, the princes of the Rhine, particularly the ec- 
clefiaftical ones, either by force or flattery, compelled the Emperor to give them fo 
many cuftoms as to make every city a cuftom-houfe: originally all the cuftoms belonged 
to the Emperors; but their want of men, money, and other fervices compelled them to 
part with moft of them to purchafe friends. Whilft the anarchy lafted, every one took 
by force what was not given him by free will; and at the peace, they found means to 
preferve themfelves in the poffeflion of what they had ftole. ‘The Emperor Albert had 
the idea of endeavouring to recover them, but he was not fufliciently powerful for the 
undertaking. 

In the finall diftri& between. Mentz and Coblentz, which, with the windings of the 
river, hardly make twenty-feven miles, you don’t pay lefs than nine tolls. Between 
Holland and Coblentz there are at leaft fixteen. Every one of thefe feldom produces 
lefs than 25,000, and commonly 30,000 guilders a year. In this eftimate I do not 
comprehend a number of articles which pay toll in fpecie, and make a part of the pay 
of the toll-gatherers. An old Englifh writer has qualified thefe tolls of the German 
princes, which evidently contribute to the ruin of their country, with the name of an 
incomprehenfible fury. It is, indeed, a very different method of proceeding trom that 
of a government, which, inftead of putting clogs on the exports of the commodities of 
the country, gives premiums for them, It likewife often happens, that the temporary 
revenge of the neighbouring princes, occafioned thefe unpatriotic tributes to be carried 
much higher than the fettled eflimate. When the Elector Palatine made it difficult for 
the city of Mentz to export the corn of his country, the Archbifhop endeavoured to re- 
venge himfelf by raifing the toll of the grape of the Palatinate, the tobacco, and the 
other productions. On the other hand the Elector Palatine’had reprifals made by his 
toll on the Lower Rhine, and revenged himfelf on the Mentz wines which were carried 
to Holland. Every fpecies of chicanery, which hoftile powers can ufe towards each 
other, was made ufe of on this occafion. ‘Lhe town of Treves poffeffes the ftaple privi- 
lege on the Mofelle; there have been inftances of this ftaple being moved from one 
place to another, in the fame principality, in order to hurt the ftaples of Mentz and Co- 
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logne. The Elector of Treves took it into his head to move his ftaple from Treves to 
Coblentz, where it was far more profitable to himfelf, but infinitely prejudicial to the 
navigation on the Rhine, and the exports. from Holland. Fortunately the ftrong op- 
pofition he met with from the court of Vienna did not allow him to carry his project 
into execution. ‘The eternal difputes between thefe princes has occafioned feveral con- 
greffes, in which our court has been forced to take a part, on account of Alfatia, which 
fuffers infinitely by them. . Every thing, however, that was agreed upon, only ferved 
for a new bone of contention; and they mutt be fuffered to cuff each other, till fome 
ftronger power arife and cuff them all to pieces. A great revolution awaits thefe coun- 
tries, when the Archduke Maximilian is come to the government of Cologne, and 
Munfler ; a revolution by which, happen what may, it is hardly poffible that the coun- 
try fhould lofe. 

The prefent government of the archbifhoprick of Cologne, and the bifhoprick of 
Muntter, is without a doubt, the moft active, and moft enlightened of all the ecclefiaf. 
tical governments of Germany. The miniftry of the court of Bonn is excellently com- 
pofed ; and the bifhoprick of Munfter, befides the effeét which their influence has on it, 
is happy in the patriotifin of the feveral members who compofe the affemblies of its ftates. 
The ccelefialtics of both the countries are a mott ftriking contralt to thofe of the city of 
‘Cologne, for their great learning, and good manners. ‘Lhe cabinet of Bonn is fingu- 
larly happy in the eftablifhment of feminarics of education, the improvement of agricul- 
ture, and indultry, and the extirpation of every fpecies of monkery. ‘Uhe eleétorate of 
Cologne is worth about 1,0c0,000 of Rhevifh guildersa year, or about 100,0¢0 
pounds, and that of Munfter about 1,200,000 guilders. With thefe two great prin. 
cipalities, the Archduke will alfo have the bifhoprick of Padcrborne, worth about 
600,000 guilders, or 6,000 pounds a year. Some perfons are of opinion that even this 
will not be thought fufficient, but that the Emperor has fo managed his matters, with 
the chapter of Liege, that, forgetful of its ancient jealoufies, it will likewife choote 
the Archduke for its archbifhop, on the death of its prefent incumbent. ‘Lhis bifhop- 
rick brings in at leaft 1,200,0c0 guilders, the greateft part of which, however, like that 
of Muniter, goes into the cheft of the ftates, the lock and keys of which, the Prince’s 
fingers are not fuffered to touch. ‘The Prince with his income as matter of the Teutonic 
order, which amounts to at Ieatt 40¢,0co guilders, will have a revenue of 4,400,9¢0 
guilders, which will make him the moft powerful ecclefiaftical Prince in Germany. The 
fenfe of this made the Pruffian court, whofe dominions in Weltphalia will be in great 
jeopardy by this arrangement, make ftrong remonilrances at Bonn, and Munfter again{t 
the nomination of a coadjutor, but they were without effect. No coubt, but this ele- 
vation of a Prince of the Houfe of Auftria will be of fatal confequence to the balance of 
power of the empire. A branch of fuch a houfe, propped as it wiil be with all the 
power of the Low Countries, and fituaced amidit a number of finall principalities, partly 
occupied by the creatures of this houfe, would not only be very formidable tu the greateft 
part of the empire, but allo, under peculiar circumilances to Holland itielf. It would 
be ablo, efpeciatiy if fupported by fome fubfidies from Vienna, to keep on foot an army 
of 2c,coo men, to wbich if the imperialtrocys in the Netha lands were to be jomed, 
there would be army of near 60,c00 ready to fpread terror and defolation far and near. 
fn former times a bilhop of Munfter alone had it in his power to make Holland tremble, 








RIESRECK’S TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. 279 


LETTER LXIX. 
: Anflerdam. 

I HAD intended to go from Cologne to Uolland by the Rhine, and promifed myfelf 
great pleafure from the journey, but the King of Prufiia forbad the fport; he fuffers no- 
body to go by water through the territory of Cleves, in. order not to hurt his polls by 
land, which are formed. You are ob! ged to take the poits on the frontiers, or at leaft 
to pay certain taxes, if you have a carriage of your own, Vhis,”? faid I to tome failors 
of Rotterdam who told me of it, * this,’ faid I, “is again? the law of nature, again{t 
the law of nations, againit the law of hofpitality, and againft all the laws in the world.” 
“ We have known that,” anfwered they, ‘long ago.” ; - 

As beiug prevented from going by water, I determined to fee as much of the country 
aswas poflible by land, and for” this purpofe partly on horfeback, partly. on foot, and 
partly in the carriages of the country, ! wandered over the feveral_ parts of Weftphalia 
belonging to the King of Pruffia and the eleGor Palatine, entirely indifferent where the 
vifit fhall carry me, and following only the direétion of my nofe. 

‘The reward however was well worth the trouble I took fer it, for the degree of cul. 
tivation and riches far exceeded all ideas I had formed of them, and quite aftonifhed ime.. 
All the cities and villages abounded in tradefpeople. | Muhtheim, Elberfeld, Solingen, 
Sorft, Ham, Duifburg, Meurs, Wefel, Cleve, and fome other cities have capital manus. 
facturesinthem. They make a great number of linens and woollens, fupply almott all 
the country of the Upper Rhine, Suabia, and Franconia, with white threads > they have 
befides manufactures of handkerchiefs, filks, and cottons; they prepare {teel and iron. 
at Solingen, better than in any other part of Europe, England alone excepted. Their: 
commerce extends all over the Netherlands, part of Franconia, and the whole empire. 

‘Lhis wonderful indultry, united to the natural fertility of the country, renders this 
one of the richeit, and moit remarkable parts of Germany ; a gentle adminiftration, 
and a fecurity againit defpotifin, derived from the flates of the country, contribute not a 
ttle to the happinefs which obtains. The inhabitants are cheerful, holpitable, and well 
mannered; they may be quoted as a new inftance to be added to the numberlefs ones 
I have already given, of the little influence which religion has over the civil condition of 
men, when not attended with other local circumftances. ‘Though the proteftants in this 
circle are far from biing fo enlightened, or fo tolerant, as thofe of their perfuafions in: 
other countries, and though they are much more addicted to fenfual enjoyments than 
their brethren of other places, they are, notwith{tanding, the moft induitrious people, 
and the belt fubjects that can be found ; nor does the bigotry of the catholics hurt. the 
manufacture and agriculture of the country, their education only direéting it to fuch ob- 
jects, as have no connection with mianners, or civil fociety. Every thing therefore in. 
my opinion depends upon the habits amidft the which men grow up. When once in. 
dufiry is habitual to a people, the moft abject fuperftitions will have no induence on 
their temporal felicity ; the priefts themfelves will render their fermons conformable to: 
the manners of the country, nor will the monkihh theorifts themfelves be able te overturn 
them. ‘There are as many legends in this country, as in Cologne, nor are the people 
lefs fond of proceffions and pilgrimages, and yet they are infinitely more indultrious, 
more frugal, and more wealthy than at Cologne. It is neither therefore the fault of the 
religion, or fuperftition, but of the government alone, that the people of Cologne are- 
fo debauched, and that the priefts of the place openly recommend debauchery, as 4 loofe 


education has made their religion prejudical to them. ‘The corporation fyitem, which 
more 
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more adlivity and clevernefs wouid have made a blefling to the country, is become the 
curfe of it. Ina word, police, government, and executive juftice are fubjéét. under a 
weak adminiftration to the fame abufes as government, nor ig it the religion itfelf, but 
the abufes of it, which make it ever prejudicial to the ftate. : 

‘The upper part of Weftphalia, which lies at a greater diftance from the Rhine, is not 
fo well cultivated, and by nature much lefs produétive, than the country I am now‘ 
{peaking of: it is occupied by many heaths, and moraffes, which for the moft part pro- 
duce only turf, and in the better places dyers wood. Some parts of the country, fuch 
as part of the dutchy of Minden, and marquifate of Tecklenburg, are remarkably well 
peopled, but this is compenfated by the ftriking depopulation of fome others; ‘many 
parts for inftance, of the bifhopricks of Munfter, Ofnaburg, and Paderborn, the mar-~ 
quifate of Beithlein, and fome domains in the ele€torate of Hanover. With all this, 
this ‘part of Weftphalia is the proper country of hemp and flax, which are fome of the 
richeft produéts of this country. The greateft part of the hemp and flax, which is ma~ 
nufactured in the parts of Weftphalia about the Rhine, Holland, the Auftrian Nether-, 
Jands, and the French Netherlands, comes from this part of the country. Befides this, 
there is a great part exported raw to England, Spain, Portugal, and America. ‘Fhough 
thefe productions are found in great plenty in the other parts of Germany, particularly 
in the ele€torate of Hanover, the circle of Lower Saxony, Heffe, Waldeck, and Fulde, 
I queftion much, whether all the flax and hemp of the other parts of Germany, taken 
_ together, are equivalent to the quantity found here. According to the eftimate of an 
“ intelligent friend of mine who lives at Muntter, the annual exports of raw and fpun 
flax and hemp, out of the fingle circle of Weftphalia, amount to 5,000,009 of Rhenith 
guilders. I do not take into this account, the numerous manufactories of thefe materials, 
which are confumed in the parts of the circle of Weftphalia, about the Rhine. All the 
flax and hemp, raw and worked, exported out of all Weftphalia, taken together, muft 
at leaft be eftimated at 7,000,000 of guilders, or 700,000 pounds.—The fineft flax and 
hemp grows in the territory of Bielefed and Kerooft. It almoft refembles filk. 

When you go out of Weftphalia, and enter the territory of Holland, it appears to you 
as going out ofa pig-{ty into a fine garden. The country round Nimeguen efpecially 
is a ftriking contraft to what you fee in Weftphalia.._ I fhall fay nothing to you of the 
magnificence, fymmetry, and cleanlinefs of the Dutch cities, nor of the numerous and 
expenfive canals, the fides of which are for the moft part planted with fine rows of 
trees, nor ofthe numerous gardens, There are defcriptions of all thefe things in abun- 
dance. This magnificence, however, and regularity is tirefome in the end. I at leaft 
cannot ftand the tedious uniformity of this country and its inhabitants, All the cities, 
villages, roads, and canals, are fo fimilar, that they appear copies of the felf-fame indi- 
* vidual picture. he country indeed is only made to take a walk through; and, with-- 
out bufinefs, no man of tate will {tay in it long. With refpeét to real value alfo, it is 
only a frogged out beggar parading about in a rich gown which he.has ftolen. The 
Palatinate, which is not more than one-fifth of Holland, is of infinitely more natural 
value. 

The inhabitants, likewife, taken in general, are only well dreffed beggars; their 
riches do not belong to them, for they enjoy them not ; they are only the guardians of 
their money. When you are invited to dinner by a man of middling rank, the magni- 
ficence of the difhes, the cleanlinefs of the room you dine in, and the expenfivenefs of the 
furniture, make you expecta princely meal; but when difhes are fet on, you find no 
more, nor lefs, than you would have at the table ofa good Weltphalia peafant. All the 
merchants pafs the whole week in their counting-houfes, where they gorge themfelves 
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with tea. They are fo intent upon their bufinefs, and fo entirely taken up with their 
fpeculations, that you may pufh their guts out almoft without difturbing them. On 
Saturdays they go to their expenfive gardens, where they fpend the whole of the Sun- 
day, and enjoy themfelves juft as they do in their counting-houfes. I had occafion ta 
vifit one.of them in his garden; he was taken up all the afternoon, in gathering fallad 
for his fupper. Another fhut himfelf.up, and fpent the whole Sunday in killing flies in 
his fummer-houfe. Thefe, and fmoking tobacco, are their common amufements in 
their hours of recreation. When they are in company, they fit as if they were pinned 
to their chairs, gape at each other, and every quarter of an hour converfe on the news of 
the day, which, of all the news publithed in Europe, is the moft piteous, This is the 
quinteffence of political nonfenfe ; and their ecclefiafticks, who, to the fhame of the refor- 
mation, ate greater monks than the German capuchins, will give you the quinteffence 
of the fpiritual, Were it not for the ftrangers, efpecially the officers, and fome of the 
nobility whe lyre been polifhed by their voyages, there would not bea tolerable fociety 
to be met wit throughout all Holland. ; 

Thrir government, and police, is as extraordinary as the country and every thing 
bears a tint of the inconverfible melancholy and niggardly humour of the natives. 
It is received as a common opinion. here, that no difh of fith, which you know is the 
inoft ordipary produce of the country, is brought to table, which has not been paid for 
once to the feller, and fix times to'the ftate. The fpirit of the inhabitants, which re- 
volts at every idea of facrifice to the public good, compels the magiftrate to lay thefe 
heavy impofts upon the firft neceffaries of life. It is thefe heavy charges, as well as the 
aftonihing tranquillity of the inhabitants, which are the caufes of the miferable living of 
this country. _I will only give you one f{pecimen of their police, which’is extraordinary 
enough. A ftranger, who knows nothing of laws, and the cuftoms of the country, 
happens to fend his fervant to a wine-merchant to buy a bottle of wine; the merchant 
gives it the man, without telling him a word of his danger; the fervant carries the bot- 
tle home in his open hand; he is met by a conftable, and afked where he bought it, 
which the other tells without difficulty ; but no fooner has he done fo, than he is ar- 
refted, and, in due procefs of time, tried, and banifhed the country. Thus the ‘poor 
fervant alone fuffers, and neither the mafter who fent him, ner the merchant who fold 
the wine in retail, which, according to law, ought only to have been done by thofe who 
keep taverns, are at all punifhed. 


LETTER LXX. 

Amfterdam ~ 

THIS, dear brother, according to the generally received opinion, frogs-{tolen coun- 
try is originally nothing more than fand, brought down by the Rhine from Switzerland, 
and the upper parts of Germany ; and fea mud, which the north and weft winds nave 
cauled the waves to bring up. ‘There is in no part of it any folid earth; and as early 
as on the borders of the duchy of Cleves, you find the moft evident marks of this coun- 
try’s having been formed like the Egyptian Delta, with this difference only, that the 
Nile yields a moft fruitfal foil; whereas the Rhine carries nothing with it but a hard 
fand. Parts of Brabant and Flanders have been formed in like manner by the Scheld, 
the Maefe, and fome other rivers: there are notorious proofs of this. At a great dif. 
tance from the coaft, in Flanders, you find under the good earth, dry fand, and under 
this again, large layers of good earth, as if the rivers and fea had by turns depofited 
their fands and their mud. , The whole coaft of Germany is of the fame kind, as far ag’ 
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the Elbe; throughout ail this diftri@ there is no folid ground ; and as to’ the rocks and 
hills, nobody thinks of them. a ; 

The fea forms boundaries to herfelf, which the never paffes, but in cafes of extreme 
neceflity. Her playful waves have made the downs which reach from Calais to the 
Yexel, and which prote&t the land, which is in fome cafe lower than the horizontal for. 
face of the fea, from her devaftations; but, when a north or north-welt wind turns her 
from her natural good humour, into a fit of anger, fhe overthrows in an inftant, what, 
with the help of the neighbouring rivers, fhe has been building for many centuries. 

Even in the time of the Romans, the Y, which reaches from Amfterdam to the 
Texel, was ftill folid land, watered to the eaft by the Yffel, and to the weft, as fome 
imagine, by the Rhine. In fome tempelt, the fea demolifhed the downs, which extend. 
from the northern coaft of Friezeland, to the country of the Texel; the rivers, in the 
mean time, having extended their mouths in the fand, which was their works, there 
came at length an extraordinary flood, which raifed the rivers, and united with them to 
defiroy the whole country. Since that time, but particularly fince the independance of 
the country, it has been the conftant care to re-unite thefe {mall ftrips of land, which 
the flood left behind it, with the folid land. Thefe ftrips are commonly only fand banks, 
fome of which have been fenced with dykes, and joined to North Holland ; others are 
embanking every day, as every {trip of land, let it be ever fo barren, is of inGnite value 
to the inhabitants. A fimilar procefs has taken place betwixt Groningen and Eaft 
Friezeland, by the mouth of the Ems. The great bay of Dollar was originally formed 
by a powerful flood, fince which, a great part of the fea fwamp has been dammed in, 
and wonderfully cultivated. But as faft as they recover land on one fide, the fea re- 
venges itfelf by fpreading on the other. : ‘The fea of Haerlem grows wider every day, 
and threatens to break the dykes betwixt Leyden and Haerlem, and make a perfeét 
ifland of North Holland. In the laft century the fea demolifhed a great part of the 
and in which Dordrecht is fituated, and fixty thoufand men perifhed by this acci- 
dent. 

Dreadful as the fea is to the main land of the Republic, the is ftill a more formi- 
dable enemy to the iflands which conftitute the province of Zeeland ; but what fhe 
execute’ on. the continent by violent ftorms, fhe undertakes here by craft and cunning : 
moft of thefe iflands are lower than the furface of the fea;. the inhabitants have in con- 
fequence attempted to fecure themfelves by very expenfive dykes; thefe dykes confift 
of large trees, which are joined together with large needles to prevent the kakerlak. 

The fea is perpetually undermining them, and wafhing the earth away from them by 
degrees ; in many places they are already quite naked. ‘This compels the inhabitants 
to build other walls behind their dams, which, expecting the fame fate, muit in time 
leave the whole at the mercy of their enemy. 

Nor are the inhabitants of the middle of the country in.a better fituation. ‘The ter 
ritories about Nimeguen and Arnheim, the moft beautiful and moft fruitful in all Hole 
land, will in tirae be fubdued by the Rhine. As it depofits immenfe fand banks in the 
middle of the country, in time it will be reftrained by them in its courfe, and compelled 
to open itfelf new ways. In many diftri€s about Betuve, the fand is already fo high, 
that at every {well the river is driven with a terrible hurricane to the ‘oppofite fhore ; 
this will happen till it has finally broke itfelf a new bed, and covered with its waters all 
that is now ploughed land, or the fite of villages and hamlets.—Nunc Rhenus off ubi 
Trya fuit—The many canals which have been made to receive part of the waters of 
thefe rivers, are by no means fufficient to break their force. Their fand, particularly 
that of the Maefe, accumulates at their mouths and {tops them up; nor does the dt 
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vifion of the waters ferve for any other purpofe, than to compel them the more, in pro- 
cefs of time, to-overflow the middle of the country, for want of having fufficient ftrength 
to maintain their old mouths. 

‘Thefe canals, and the abundant diggings of turf, entirely diveft this country, which 
is the fport of the Rhine, the Maefe, and the fea, of allfecurity. In the direét line 
betwixt Rotterdam and Amfterdam, there.is dyke upon dyke; all thefe hollows have 
been occafioned by the digging of the turf; molt of them are.fo deep, that it is impof- 
{ible to draw the waters of them into the canals, which are on. a level with the furtace 
of the fea. What aruin will take place, if once the waters of the neighbouring rivers 
break in upon them, or endeavour to open a way through them! In fhort, no Dutch- 
man can promife his children a durable habitation, fave only the inhabitants of Guelder- 
land, which is nothing but fand, and thofe of Over-Yiffel and Drenthe, countries which 
are almoft nothing but moraffes and heaths, and throughout the habitations of colds, ca- 
tarrhs, and fevers. 

Turn we our eyes from the phyfical fituation of the country to its prefent political 
one, which is much worfe. 

Many fuperficial writers of the hiftory of Holland have obferved, that the republic was 
too young, and its conftitution not fufficiently firm and folid ; but this opinion has been 
controverted by a whole herd of Dutch writers, who have brought the brilliant parts.of 
their hiftory to thew, how little their conftitution had ftood in the way of their united 
exertions. The event, however, has contradiéted all the nonfenfe hitherto written on 
the fubjet. The brilliant actions performed by the anceftors of thefe men, were, in - 
part, the effect of a patriotic enthufiafm, which neither is, nor, by the nature of things, 
can be, of long duration in a republic entirely commercial, and partly arofe from the 
benevolent and perfonal influence-of a demi-god of the houfe of Naflau. ‘Their opera- 
tions were never the refult of a folid conftitution, which keeps bodies in a regular de- 
gree of heat, and makes them aét with uniformity and alacrity. Even in the courfe of 
the war, in which the republic figured amongft the firft powers of Europe, it frequently 
experienced. that the different members of the body were not well compacted and con- 
nected together. ; ; 

The enthufiafm of the inhabitants, the preflure of circumftances, and the aftonifhing 
adtivity of fome princes of Holland, could do wonders, and raife the republic above it- 
felf, fo long as the other powers of Europe were not entirely formed, and did not know 
the whole of their ftrength; but fince thefe times, the latter have taken uncommonly 
large ftrides, and the republic has gone back, as it muft continue to do, for want of a 
fufficient degree of internal ftrength. .In thofe wars, in which the force of the repub- 
lic fhone fo bright at fea, there was no naval power of Europe w hich poffeffed above 
thirty fhips of the line; the greateft force the Englifh could oppote, confilted of twenty, 
and in the moft bloody engagements betwixt the two nations, there were hardly ever 
more than twelve or fixteen on a fide; the fleets were, for the moit part, made up of 
friyates, and other leffer craft. 

‘Thefe times are now long gone by; Great Britain has a hundred and four fhips of 
the line, befides frigates. If by exorbitant taxes, the republic could even build a for. 
midable navy, it would be impoffible for it ever to man them. Accerding to the lifts 
of the admiralty, there are to be fixty fhips of the line, with a proportionable number of 
frigates, ready for the fervice of the enfuing year; but at this very moment, that they 
have but fixteen fhips, there is a cry for failors in every corner. The pay;-itis true, has 
been doubled, and projeéts have been given in to. make ufe of part of the land troops im 
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the fea fervice; go, however, where you will, you meet with riothing but failors, who 
exprefs their abhorrence and deteftation of the fervice. - ; ~2 

Far from its being able to fhine as a firft-rate power, it will be neceflary for the repub- 
lic to exert every nerve, if it means to hold rank even amongtt the fecond order of naval 
powers in Europe. In order to do this, the inhabitants mult become patriotic enough 
to contribute largely, even in time of peace, to the neceffities of the ftate, which is as - 
poor as they are rich. The India Company, whofe adminiftration is {till more miferable 
than that of the Englifh, and which, incredible as itis, is loaded with debt by the rob- 
bery of its fervants, and the intereftednefs of the proprietors, mutt be entirely fupprefled, 
and its poffeflions governed by the republic; the land troops, a miferable jeft upon 
armies, and of which the Swifs and Dutch alone deferve the name of foldiers, mutt be 
entirely difbanded, and their immenfe pay employed in the fervice of the navy. When 
all this is done, poflibly the ftate may be in a fituation to keep upa conflant navy of fifty 
or fixty fhips of the line; but in the prefent ftate of things, even if the fifty or fixty 
fhips that are promifed could be got ready, the beft' thing that could be done with thers, 
would be to fell them direétly to the neighbouring power of Europe, which would give 
moft; the republic itfelf has neither ftrength enough to keep.them manned and in a 
ftate of fervice for a courfe of years, nor good will and power enough to preferve them 
atthe end of the war; they mutt of courfe rot again in a fhort time. As the republic has 
made conquefls abroad, the defence of which, in the prefent times, far furpaffes her 
power, fhe hasthe good will and jealoufy of her neighbours to thank for {till continuing 
in poffeffion of them. : 

But fmall as the refources of the republic appear to be, when confidered with regard to 
the prefent political fyftem of Europe, the conititution of the country does not allow her 
to make all the ufe of them they might be pufto. Not only abroad, but in Holland it- 
felf, the republic paffes for a confederacy of feven, or, taking in the country of Drenthe, 
of eight fovereigns. Nothing can be falfer than this eflimate; there area greater num- 
ber of independent flates in Holland than in Switzerland, or the whole German empire 3 
and whatever appearances may fpeak the contrary, the bond of union is much ftronger 
in thefe laft countries than it is in Holland. Every city, every country of this republic 
is a free ftate ; the members of every province fhould indeed be only the reprefentatives 
of the ftates of a country, as they formerly were; but they are in fact become true 
flates, according to their titles. ‘The States General are no reprefentatives of feven or 
eight foyereigns,. but only the refults of the deliberations of many ftates, which are 
united by a fpecial bond, and call themfelves a province. The cities of Amfterdam, 
Rotterdam, Leyden, and many others, have, during this war, not only very frequently 
forgot the provincial judicature, which, with the other {tates of the province, they have 
erected as a kind of congrefs, but have behaved as if they were in every refpect inde- 
pendent; I fay, as a kind of congre/s, for that they are no fuperior tribunal, but only 
the members of a congrefs, who, in particular cafes, poffefs the higheft authority, is evi- 
dent from feveral affairs having been removed from this judicature to the particular 
ones of each city, All the tribunals of Holland muft be looked upon as congreffes of 
different fovereigns, who can difunite at pleafure. Even the council of war, pre-emi- 
nent and important asit is, is of the fame kind. The diftrids of Oftergo, Weftergo, 
the Seven Woods in Friefland, &c. although only properly bailiwicks, are at this inftant 
occupied in feparating entirely from the provincial aflembly, and ere@ing their own tri- 

“bunals, en dernier refort, among themfelves. In feveral reprefentations which they 
have made to the Stadtholder in their own names, and without the participation or ad- 
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vice of the other fates of the country they direétly call themfelves fovereigns. The af- 
femblies of the States General themfelves are nothing iefs than a body reprefenting one 
independent foyereign. The members of it, though conftantly together, are no more 
than ambafladers for the moment, who muft inform their refpective provinces. of 
every event that falls out, and direct their deliberations by the wifdom of the multitude 
in thefe. - : ; 
Immenfe as the anarchy appears in the contexture of the whole, it is full greater in 
each fingle ftate and ditiri@. There the collifion of oppofite interefts, the variety of 
{pirits and humours, and the clownith ftupidity of the common burghers, allow the de- 
niagogues to make their advantage of every thing that falls out. Each particular go- 
vernment is the theatre of ever-contending factions, the heads of which have ao thought 
whatever but of their own private intereft. ‘This war has furnifhed:innumerable in- 
ftances of prote€tion afferded by faction to the greate(t criminals. Here, in Amfterdam,. 
there are four or five houfes, who can do exactly what they pleafe; whilft the public is 
deluded by falfe news} venal journalifts, and every fpccies of political deception. In 
proportion as the one:city gets more from England, or the other more from France,. 
they become entirely French or Englifh, without any attention whatever to the well- 
being of the whole. ‘The intereft of thofe cities which fubfilt by navigation is altogether’ 
different from that of thofe on the main land, which depend only on agriculture and in- 
duttry. As the nobility look entirely to the Stadtholder. for advancement, for the fame 
reafon the burghers are conftantly united againft him, and fo the war betwixt them is. 
endlefs. The confcioufnets of the difadvantages which the ftate muft faffer from thefe 
controverfies, in cafes where concord and activity are neceffary, are the reafons why the 
Dutch have never been able to do without the Stadtholderfhip, as they have frequently 
wifhed to do; but though they have got it, the evil genius of the republic has always 
contrived to render it of no ufe in thofe very cafes where it was calculated to do the 
moft good, As in time of war the {pirits of men are moft heated, and people are apt 
to fee things in the falfe lights in which their own paifions or the glofs of faGtion repre- 
tentthem; it hasalways happened, that the time pitched upon to curb the power of the 
Stadtholder, has been that in which‘alone the extenfion of the dictatorial power might 
have been of fervice to the country ; the confequence is, that the republic bears all the 
burthen, without enjoying any of the conveniences of the office. It is abfolutely ridi- 
culous to hear and to read all the reproaches which are made to the Stadtholderate,. 
entirely arifing from foolith fufpicions, or the falfe reports of interefted demagogues. 
Were the people cool enough to fee things in the right point of view, there are feveral 
phyfical and moral confiderations. fully fufficient to make them eafy, exclufive of the 
perfonal qualities of the prefent Stadtholder. At one time he is reproached with his fe- 
cret under{tanding with the court of St. James’s; at another, they fuppofe that he wants 
the abfolute domimion over his country. It is certain, that the Prince withes to be 
upon good terms with England; but he is not therefore a traitor to the country from. 
which he derives the greateit part of his fupport: his withes in this refpect were fuch 
as the beft interefts of the republic di€tated, and his obje& was to put it in a fituation to- 
preferve the neutrality ; but the people were deaf to all his reprefentations, and he has 
been compelled to expiate the fins of others; the confequences of which he would, had. 
it been poffible, have prevented. Long before the breach, he reprefented to the States 
General the urgent neceflity there was for them to increafe their forces by feaand land ; 
but his remon{trances were vain, and the only effe& produced by them has been, that 
now ill-difpofed perfons revenge themfelves on him and the Duke of Brunfwick, who 
has done the ungrateful republic fpecial fervice, for the good advice they gave. They 
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are the martyrs of trath—and by what means can the prince poffeis himfelf of the gos 
vernment of the republic? With twenty-eight thoufand of the wretchedeft -foldiers in 
the world, who, if you except the nine thouJand Swifs and Germans, are not equal to 
the taking of Amfterdam. . And fuppofing him to get all Holland; what would he be 
the better for it when he had done? France, England, and even the Dutch Eaft-India 
company, would take care to prevent him from pofleffing himfeif of any part of the fo- 
reign dominions. The rich, too, would leave a land in which there was no longer any 
liberty, according to their notions of it, and betake themfelves to England or America 5 
the arts and induftry would of courfe foon follow, and the prince would not have enough 
lefi to defend himfelf again{t the fea, the rivers, and the frogs. : 

The jealoufy which the natives entertain for the numerous German princes and nobles, 
which were employed by the Prince and his right hand, the Duke of Grunfwick, in the 
army, contributed much, no doubt, to leffen his authority ; but without thefe ftrangers 
the land fervice could not have been put upoma refpectable footing. - As to the natives, 
the factions which eternally fubfiit among them ftand in the way of all fubordination, re- 
gularity, and military difcipline ; every {tripling belonging to a demagogue of Aniter- 
dam or Rotterdam confiders himfelf as a particle of the fovercignty: it would furnith 
endlefs food for fatire, to recount how many irrcgularities in the fervice arife from this 
fingle caufe.—Even on the Swifs, who are fo averfe to any kind of nobility, tifis treatment 
of the Prince and the Duke has had no good effect. 

The evil, however, which really undermines the Stadtholderfhip, lies much deeper. 
It is the fame which brought Charles to the block and Cromwell to the protectorate 5 
which raifed the Whigs, and was fo long the object of Swift’s fatire. It is generally 
imagined, that it was the American revolution which raifed the republican fpirit whictt 
fo faddenly poffefled the Dutch ; but it had long been in them, and only flept till 
awakened by the prefent war. The reformed, whole opinions are {fo favourable to de- 
mocracy, and the Memnonites, who publicly preach the equality of mankind, but treat 
all who ftand in their way without pity, are the real inflruments which: opprefs the 
Stadtholder. “Vhefe enthufiafts are without comparifon the richeit people in the repub- 
lic; they are alfo the moft numerous part of the inhabitants of fome of the grearelt ci- 
ties, for inftance, of Haeriem. ‘The fums which thefe advocates for the natural equality 
of mankind have lent out for many years pa{t at fix, eight, and even ten per cent. to 
the poor nobility, have made the latter entirely dependant upon them. ‘Ihe confequence 
of this is, that though their religious opinions will not allow them to take any part in 
the government of the ftate, their fecret influence is inexpreflibly great. ‘Thefe hypo- 
crites, who confider it as a fin to wear metal buckles or buttons, but will ufe every fpe- 
cies of meannefs to fill their purfes with the ducats of honeft men, have ufurped fuch a 

ower, as to threaten the very near downfall of the Stadtholder, the only bond of union 
which fubfiltsin the republic. ‘The heads of the Dutch mob are filled with every kind 
of nonfenfe which thefe pretended faints can fuggeft.— As they knew that the Stadtholder 
was too forgiving, too good-hearted, and, if the truth be told, had too little experience 
to make head againft a mob himfelf; the firt thing they did was to procure the banith- 
ment of the acute, determined, and ftubborn Duke of Brunfwick. His ruin was the 
prelude to the ruin of the Stadtholder, whom nothing can poflibly fave but a fpeedy 
peace, which will reduce thefe republicans to their former inactivity. 

It is enough ; this war has fhewn the republic to Europe in ail her nakednefs3. it has 
been made evident, that fhe has no folid conftitution, nor, as the reft of the European 
powers now ftand, ftrength enough to make her refpeétable asa friend, or formidable as 
an enemy. For four-fcore years fhe was entirely forgot. During this petiod, the ava- 
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rice of individuals ftifled every idea, both of her former power and the public good. 
Her neighbours, in the mean time, acquired great ftrength 5 at length the Englith 
gave her a kick on the breech, and waked her out of her fleep: when the had opened 
her eyes and feen how far fhe was gone backwards, fhe ftrove to make amends for her 
negligence; but all her efforts were tittle better than grimaccs, and only expofed her to 
the derifion of the world. 


LETTER LXXL 
; Ofend. 

SINCE this town has been made a free port, the trade of it has very much increaf- 
ed; itis, however, much to be feared, that after the war it will relapfe into its former 
infignificancy. AH the Englifh, who are here, cry out on the dangerous entrance into 
the haven, by ftormy north north-weft and weiterly winds, the narrow bafon, and the 
want of many other conveniencies. 

The fituation of Antwerp would have been much more advantageous for the ad- 
vancement of trade, but the Dutch have locked up the mouth of the Scheld. 'Tiggir 
forts uot only govern the river, as they fhould do according to treaty, but they have 
literally Nopped up the mouth of it. Sunken fhips filled with ftones, immenfe dykes of 
ftone, pallifadoes, and other things of the kind, barely leave room enough for fmall 
boats to go by. ‘“i'wenty millions of guilders would not be enough, in twenty years, to 
remove the impediments which the Dutch have laid in the way of the trade of 
Antwerp. ; ; : : 

There is no want of gold in Brabant and Flanders: Antwerp, Braffels, Ghent, and 
Bruges, are {till filled with the treafures which were amaffed, when thefe towns were 
what England and Holland now are. The burgeffes of thefe citics have a thare in all 
the great undertakings, and loans of the neighbouring nations. ‘Their commerce of 
exchange is immenfe, probably infurance is not fo fafe among the Dutch themfelves as 
it is here. Antwerp is one of the moft famous places of infurance in the world.—In 
the laft Bavarian war, the court of Vienna, having determined to raife a loan in thefe 
countries, were aftonifhed at the quicknefs with which the money was raifed; but the 
inhabitants of Ghent and Antwerp let the regency know, that if there was occafion for 
three or four times as much, it would be as eafily procured. Ever fince that time the 
court feems to know the value of its poffeflions in the Netherlands. 

Notwithitanding this, the induftry in thefe countries is upon the whole very. different 
from what it was. The heirs of thofe treafures, which were accumulated between the 
twelfth and fixteenth centuries, endeavour to make money of them in the eafielt way 5 
nor is their way of living calculated to improve them to the utmoft. They are the 
moft extraordinary compound of flothfulnefs and induftry, flupidity and acutenefs, 
activity and cowardlinefs, gaodnels of heart and treachery, that can well be conceived, 
ain Englifkman once faid of them, “ They have the impudence of the French, without 
their pleafantry ; the pride and bigotry of the Spaniards, without their fenfe of honour; 
the ferocity and-harfhnefs of the Dutch, without their punctuality ; the debauchery of 
the Germans, without their integrity ; and as to their bodies, they are blocks, from 
which the carver attempted to make Englithmen, but could not cut them out.” The 
picture is in general juft, as thefe inhabitants of the Netherlands are an affemblage of 
all thefe nations.——But what they are molt confpicuous for, is want of honour. You 
mult have agreements in writing in all the common tranfa@ions of life. You are in 


danger of being firft overcharged, and then carried into a court of juftice by every 
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worknran of whom you befpeak a piece of work, if you do not put down your agree- 
ment in black and white. : ’ 7.3 

With refpeft to their bodies, they, and the Saxons, are the moft like the Germans 
defcribed by Tacitus : their bodies are of a very unwieldy make, and ed impetum valida. 
What, too, ‘Tacitus fays of the old Germans, that they can bear neither hunger, nor 
thirft, nor heat, nor -cold, nor yet any long work, is true of them. lu the unperial 
armies they are accounted good partifans, but are never put to regular fervice without 
extreme neceflity. They have an extreme abhorrence of difcipline, and look upon it as 
a fevere punifhment to be fubject to the rules of the fervice. If their robberies and ma- 
raudings are not overlooked they do not lat acampaign. In fhort, it is only in ation 
that they fhew themfelves at all foldiers. : ‘ 

Spain, Italy, and Portugal excepted, there is no country fo overloaded with monks 
as the Aulirian Netherlands: there aré in many. towns forty or fifty convents} feveral 
prelatures are worth 209,000 guilders, 2ocol. per ann. If you divide the income of 
the country into four parts, one will be found to belong to the prielthood, one to the 
nobility, one to the fovereign, and one to the people. ‘The bigotry and intolerance of 
the inhabitants is beyond all defcription, and is a marvellous contraft to the corruption 
offficir manners. ; ; 

‘The nobility of this country are extremely rich, and live ina very highfMyle. Bruf- 
felsis one of the. moft beautiful and mott brilliant cities in Furope. It has loft a great 
deal by the death of Prince Charles, who {pent 700,000 guilders a year in the city, and 
whofe lols has not been made up for, by the ceconomical Duke of Saxe-Tefchen. I 
have not feen any where a finer place than the farge market-place of this city ; all the 
houfes in it are built in a ftyle and with a degree of magnificence that you hardly fee 
any where out of Italy. You meet here with excellent company, who are not difficult 
of accefs to a ftranger. ‘There are feveral clubs, after the manner of the Englifh, 
where you find the greateft freedom and good humour. One of the bet of thefe con- 
Lifts of the Duke of Arenberg, Mr. Hopp, the Dutch minifter, (a man in general efteem 
on account of his knowledge and’good qualities) our minifter, fome of the nobility of 
the place, and fome Englifh, No man can become a member but by ballot. The 
room in which they meet commands a very fine view of the public walks, ‘on one fide 
of which it ftands. The club meets twicé a week: a member has the privilege of in- 
troducing ftrangers, almoft without any difficulty. Linguct was a member of this club. 
The fub{cription is four louis-d’ors each inember, for five months ; for this they have 
a fumptuous table ; the wine is paid for feparate. There are feveral other leffer affocia- 
tions of this kind in Bruflels; nor have I met with a place in which this appendage of 
refined life and manners was better under{tood than it is here. Since the Englith have 
‘come fo much to Oftend, and the court of Vienna has flattered them with the hopes of 
making a peace for them, every thing in Bruffels is become Englith ; they ride, play, 
hunt, and eat, a’ ? “ingloife, and all the focieties are become clubs. The town at leaft 
has loft nothing by this. ; 

-The Duke of Saxe-Tefchen, thé governor, lives very quietly with his wife ; he thews 
himfelf not to bea lover of large companies or expence, notwithitanding that he has an 
income of 4,000,000 imperial guilders, or 40,ocol. per annum. The Archduchefs tel- 
dom fhews herfelf with the externals of imperial magnificence ; her principles on this 
point are much the fame as thofe of her hufband; her favourite amufement is hunting ; 
there are few perfons that are better hands at fhooting flying than the is; fhe has had a 
wonderful education, as well as her other filters, . Her hufband too does honour to the 
imperial court by his principles of government. 
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There is no province in the hereditary dominions of the Houfe of Auftria, the flates 
of which have preferved a degree of refpect equal to that which thofe of the Nether- 
lands {till poffefs; I imagine that it is the affluence in which the burgefles live that 
has made them preferve fentiments of liberty, which you look for in vain in Hungary ; 
then their interefts have rendered nobility entirely dependant on the court ; the want 
of large cities too muft have very much lightened the trouble of the imperial court, 
when it found itfelf compelled to undermine the privileges of the itates of Hungary. 
Even in Lombardy, the power of the nobility proved a weak dam againft the power of 
the court. But this power.the common burghers are at all times interefted in leffening, 
as they have more to give and lefs to expect from the court than the other members of 
the tate. The diftance of the imperial refidence, and the example of Holland, which 
the court of Vienna has pérpetually before its eyes, will no doubt have contributed 
fomething towards keeping up the old conftitution. of this country. 

Singular are the events which take place in this earth of ours. The revolution which 
made Holland a free commonwealth, broke out in the Auftrian Netherlands. Whilft 
every thing here was already in motion, the Dutch thought not in the leaft of making 
thernfelves free. Nor would they ever have been fo by their own exertions, as even in 
the earlielt times of the republic they announced the flothfulnefswhich ftill renders them 
remarkable. It was only fuch a fingular genius as the Prince of Orange, who could 
have fecured them the freedom which they feemed to have no defire of for themfelves. 
But fee how matters have ended; religion took the prefent provinces of Auftria from 
an undertaking to which they had firft laid their hands, and now they are made ufe of 
to opprefs Holland. What a contradiction ! : 


LETTER LXXII, 
. : Oftend. 

TO-MORROW, brother, I fhall fail for England ; but before I go, permit me to 
take one general review of the whole. 

Germany, taking in Silefia, is at leaft one fifth larger than France, It contains about, 
twelve thoufand fquare miles. The foil is different, in different parts. A great part of 
it however is produétixe to a degree which, France and Italy only excepted, is not to be 
found in any other country in our part of the world. The immenfe maffes of rock in 
the fouthern parts of the circles of Auftria and Bavaria, and the fands of the north, which 
almoft comprehend the whole circles of Lower Saxony, Brandenburg, Pomerania, the 
Laufitz, and the north of Weitphalia, are not, it is true, capable of {uch cultivation as 
the upper parts of Germany ; but this would be a great advantage if once the interefts 
of the whole were common. ‘The mountains of the South contain almoft every kind 
of metal in prodigious quantities, and in the greateft perfection, and the fandy places of 
the North, together with the belt wood for building fhips, furnifh hemp, flax, and wool, 
in great abundance. ; 

Bohemia, Moravia, Silefia, the archduchy of Auftria, Bavaria, Suabia, the countries 
about the Rhine, the Auftrian Netherlands, and thofe parts of the circle of Upper 
Saxony, which are not in the poffeffion of the Kiag of Pruffia, produce corn, catile, 
wine, and all the firft neceffaries of life, in fuch plenty as not only to be fufficient for the 
fupply of all Germany, but even for great exportations.—In a word, Germany is the 
only country in Europe, which is independent of all the world, for a fupply of all the 
neceflaries and conveniences which a large and flourifhing ftate requires, or which a 
ereat nower {tands in need of for its defence. France is deficient in wood. cattle. (par- 
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ticularly horfes) ihe moft neceffary metals, and linen ; and Ruffia is obliged to import 
wine, wood, horfes for hard fervice, and various other articles; but Germany has 
every thing which thefe two very rich, and in many refpects very different countries 
produce, and a great fuperfluity of what they want befides. 

The la(t mentioned and belt provinces of “Germany, contain about fix thoufand four 
hundred fquare miles, To judge of the population you muft reckon two thoufand 
five hundred men for every fquare mile; at teaft a variety of difierent eftimates agree 
in this; and if Bavaria, Hello, and fome other-countries fall fomewhat below this cal- 
culation; others, as Aufiria, Wirtemberg, the Netherlands, and different parts of the 
circle of Upper Saxony, go beyond it. “This part of Germany contains alfo about fix- 
teen millions of inhabitants, 

‘The other part contains about five thoufand fix hundred fquare miles. It is difficult 
to eftimate the population of this part. Some countries, as for inftance Upper Aultria, 
have two thoufand fouls in every fquare mile. Magdeburgh, Halberftadt, Minden, 
Brunfwick, Hildefheim, and many others have two thoufand five hundred. On the other 
hand, the Hanoverian,dominions, Brandenburg, Pomerania, and Mec«lenburg, and many 
others, -have not more than one thoufand men in every fquare mile. lt is my opinion 
that in order to eftimate the population of this part of Germany, you muft reckon one 
thoufand feven hundred men, for every fquare mile, which will give nine millions five 
hundred thoufand for this part, and make the whole twenty-five millions five hundred 
thoufand. In his treatife de Ja Litterature Alemande, the King of Pruffia reckons 
twenty-fix millions for the whole country, an eftimate which appears to me to come 
neareit to the truth. he manifefto which the Emprefs of RufMfia prefented to the 
court of Vienna, on account of the laft difturbances about Bavaria, contains thele re« 
markable words. “It is the the bufinefs of all the powers of Europe to fee that the 
balance of Germany be not difturbed, for if it be, the ftrength of the country and its 
fituation will enable it to difturb the peace of all Europe.” This is an undeniable 
truth; France and Italy are the only countrics which can viewith Germany in population, 
This extenfive country has not yet nearly arrived at the degree of cultivation of which 
it is capable, not even at that of France. The peace of Hubertiburg, is the cra of 
its cultivation ; agriculture and induftry have been univerfal every fince that period. 

Germany has taken much larger and quicker ftrides to cultivation than any other 
European power. It at once exerted all its flrength to fll up the gaps which had 
been made in it by the deftrutive war of thirty years. ‘Phe very partition of the coun- 
ary into fo many ftates, prejudicial as it is to the exertion of power for the purpofe of 
foreign conquelts, has been of advantage to the internal cultivation. At prefent the 
firft princes in Germany contend with each other wiis ihali make the bett improvee 
ments in the adminifiration of juitice, in education, and police, and who fhall do molt 
for the promoticn of induftry and commerce, with as much eagernefs, as they fore 
merly contended who fhould be foremoft in pomp and idie magnificence. No where 
js there fo thorough a conviction of the value of men and their different occupations, 
and no where is there fo great a ftir made to improve them for the advantage of the 
whole as in Germany. With refpeét to legiflation and the true interefls of a country, 
there has been a benevolent light {pread in moft parts of this empire, which does not 
only, as in France, point out the gaps, but encourages the princes and their fervants to 
fillthem up. Without a doubt, Germany, as well as the reft of Europe, is much ine 
debted to the King of Praflia, the firft pra€tical philofopher, who, in modern times, 
has been feen on the throne. It was he who began the glorious revolution, which 
has made fuch changes in Germany during the laft twenty years 5 he taught his neigh- 
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hours that the intereft of princes and their fubjects are the fame ; he began to take of 
the vell which was thrown over adminiftration; finally, he fubdued the litile tyrants 
among{t the priefts and nobility, who fattened on the fubltance of the citizen and pea- 
fant. Military as his government may appear to you fuperficial obfervers, it is to this 
military. government, and the imitations of it in other countries, that Germany is in- 
debted fora peace of twenty years, which fhe had not known for many centuries be~ 
fore, and in the courfe of which fhe firft bogan to fecl whatdhe really was. Perfect legif- 
lation, without a doubt, is the fummit of ali human attainments; fhe alone can make 
us happy 3 fhe alone produces fociable men, and eftimates the value of them ; and how 
proud ought not Germany to be of Frederick, Jofeph and Catharine, three legiflative 
geniufes exiting together at the fame period, the like to whom many centuries fel- 
dom praauce one. 

‘Che peculiar turn of the Germans feems to be for philofophy ; they are diftinguifhed 
from all the nations in Europe, for cool and juft judgments, united with extreme in- 
duftry ; they were the firlt who threw a light on mathematics and general phyfics ; 
next they darted through theology, then hiftory, and finally legiflation, with the fame 

hilofonhical (pirit.—They will do well to leave to other nations the prize of wit, for 
which they wiil always contend in vain. ‘* 

If Germany could make itfelf one great people ; if it was united under one gover- 
not; if the interefts of a fingle prince were not often in oppofition to the good of the 
whole; if all the members were fo well compaéted into one body, that the fuperfluous. 
fap of the one could circulate and invigorate the reft, what much greater fteps towards 
cultivation would the empire then make! But then Germany would give laws to all 
Europe. How powerful, as things even now are, are the two _houfes of Auftria and 
Brandenburg, the greatnefs of whofe flrength confifts in their German poffeffions, and 
who yet neither poffefs the half nor even the beft parts of the country. Conceive this 
country in fuch a fituation as that no burthenfome excife fhould opprefs the internal 
commerce of the different provinces ;. no cuftoms fhould prohibit exports all over 
the world; in fuch a fituation as that the immenfe fums that it gives for outlandifh 
commodities, which itfelf can furnifh, fhould be {pared—or that it could become a na 
val power, for which it has fuch ports and fuch plenty of provifions, that it could itfelf 
employ the numerous colonies it fends out to the reit of Europe :—conceive this— 
what country in the world could then cope with Germany ? 

‘The charatter of men depends for the moft part on their government. The charac- 
ter of the Germans has in general as little brilliancy in it as the conflitution of the em. 
pire ; they have none of the national pride and patriotifm by which the Britons, Spa- 
niards, and our own countrymen are diftinguifhed, fond as their poets have been, for 
{ome time paft, of afcribing thefe qualities to them. ‘Their pride and patriotic fenti- 
ments only extend to the part of Germany in which they are born; to the reft of their 
ccuntrymen they are flrange as to any ftrangers, nay, in feveral parts of Germany, 
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they are much fonder of ftrangers than they are of their own countrymen. It is the- 


fonie of weaknefé of the leffer powers of Germany which damps their national pride ; 


it is only becaufe Germany cannot ufe its power altogether, and that other nations feel 


their ftrength, that it has been defpifed by the inhabitants of other countries, who yet 
have nothing to boait above it, fave a fafter bond of union among thémfelves, or a ri- 
diculous pride. We feldom judge of men from their inner worth, fo much as from 
the external appearance they make-in the world. We eftimate the Ruffians, Englith, 
fcc. according to the idea we have taken up of the whole nation; and though the in- 
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dividual may happen to be, as he often is, ten times more barbarous than a German, 
we give him credit for the fame and worth of his illuftrious countrymen. 

Though the charaéter of the Germans be not fo brilliant as that of other nations, {till 
it is not deftitute of its peculiar excellencies. The German is the man of the world. 
He lives under every {ky, and conquers every natural obftacle to his happinefs. His in- 
duftry is inexhauftible. Poland, Hungary, Ruffia, the Englifh and Dutch colonies, are 
much indebted to German emigrants. Even the firft ftates in Europe owe to Germany 
great part of their knowledge. Reétitude is alfo an almoft univerfal charafteriftic of 
the people of this country; nor are the manners of the peafants and thofe of the inha- 

_ bitants of the leffer cities, by any means fo corrupt as thofe of France and other coun- 
tries ; it is owing to this, that, notwithftanding the great emigrations, the country is {till 
fo well peopled. ‘To conclude, frugality on the fide of the Proteftants, and franknefs 
and goodheartednefs on the fide of the Catholics, are brilliant national charatteriftics, 
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TRAVELS IN DENMARK: 
By W. COXE*. 


Cuar. L—-Paffage of the Sound.—Entrance into Denmark.—Elfinere.—Toll of the Sound, 
—Cronborg Caftle and Palace.~-Anecdote of Queen Matilda. Hamlet’s Garden. 
Hiftory of Hamlet from Saxo-Grammaticus.—Copenhagen.—I]le of Amak. 


MARCH 22. We embarked at Helfingborg, and croffed the Sound, which fepa- 
rates Denmark from Sweden. ‘The wind blew frefh and was dire@ly contrary ; but 
by tacking we reached Elfinore in an hour and a half: the direét diftance between 
the neareft points of the two coafts is about three miles. Midway we had a fine view 
of the oppofite fhores, with the towns of Helfingborg and Elfinore ; the former crowned 
by an ancient tower; the latter diftinguifhed by the palace of Cronborg, a lefs roman. 
tic, but no lefs beautiful object. The fhores of Sweden to the north of Helfingborg are 
fieep and rocky; but decreafe in height towards the fouth, and become low and flat. 
Thofe of Zealand confift partly of ridges of fand, aud partly of floping fhores covered 
with wood. 

Elfinore is a well-built town, and makes a better appearance than thofe to which we 
had lately been accuftomed; the houfes are of brick. It was a {mall village, contain 
ing a few fithermen’s huts, until 1445, when it was made a ftaple town by Eric of Po- 
merania, who conferred on the new fettlers confiderable immunities, and built a caftle 
for their defence}. .From that period it gradually increafed in fize and wealth, and is 
now, next to Copenhagen, the moft commercial place in Denmark. It contains five 
thoufand inhabitants, among whom are a confiderable number of foreign merchants, 
and the confuls of the principal nations trading to the Baltic. 

The paffage of the Sound is guarded by the fortrefs of Cronborg, which is fituated 
on the edge of a peninfular promontory, the neareft point of land to the oppofite coaft 
of Sweden. _ It is ftrongly fortified towards the fhore by baftions, and regular entrench. 
ments; and towards the fea by feveral batteries, mounted with fixty cannon, the largeft 
forty-eight pounders. Every veffel in pafing lowers her top-fails, and pays a toll at 
Elfinore. It is generally afferted that this fortrels guards the Sound; and that all 
thips muft, on account of fhoal waters and currents, fteer fo near the batteries, as 
to be expofed to their fire, in cafe of refufal. ‘This however is a miftaken notion. On 
account, indeed, of numerous and oppofite currents in the Sound, the fafeft paflage lies . 
near the fortrefs; but the water in any part is of fufficient depth for veffels to keep at a 
diftance from the batteries, and the largeft fhips can even fail clofe to the coaft of Swe- 
den{. The conftant difcharge, however, of the toll, is not fo much owing to the 


* From his Travels in Poland, &c. Fifth Edition, 1802. 

+ Meffenii Scandia Mufrata, Lib. IIL. p. 50. 

} Theaffertion was fully verified by the memorable paffage of the Britifh fleet, with inconfiderable da- 
gage, in March 18c4. 
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ftrength of the fortrefs, as to a compliance with the public law of Europe. Many dif. 
petes have arifen concerning the right which the crown of Denmark has to impofe this 
duty. The Kings of Sweden, in particular, claiming an equal tide to the free paflage 
of the Strait, were for foine time exempted by treaty; but in 1720, Frederic I. agreed, 
that Swedifh veflels fhowld be fubje& to the ufual impofts. All vefiels, ‘befide a_fmall 
duty, are rated at 1% per cent. of their cargoes, except the Englith, French, Dutch, and 
Swedifh, which pay only one per cent.; in return, the crown takes the charge of con- 
ftrudting light-houles, and ercéting fignals to mark the fhoals and rocks, from the Cate- 
gate to the entrance of the Baltic. ‘Lhe tolls of the Sound, and of the two Belis, fupply 
an annual revenue of above 100,cocl. ; 

The palace of Cronborg, which ftands in the fortrefs, is a fquare Gothic building of 
free-{tone. From an infcription over the gate, it was begun by Frederic II., and has 
been repaired and augmented by fucceeding fovereigns. _Jt-contains nothing, worthy of 
particular defcription, excepting two good portraits of Frederic II. and Chriftian IV., 
and feveral battle-pieces, reprefenting the wars of Chriftian: V. 

In this palace was imprifoned the late unfortunate Queen Matilda. During her con- 
finement fhe inhabited the governor’s apartment, and had pernrMlion to walk onthe fide- 
batteries, or on the leads of the tower. She was uncertain of the fate that awaited her, 
andbad great reafon to apprehend, that the party which occafioned her arreit meditated 
more violent meafures. _ When the Englifh minifter* at Copenhagen brought an order 
for her enlargement, which he had obtained by his fpirited conduct, fhe was furprized 
with the unexpeéted intelligence, inftantly burft into a flood of tears, embraced him ‘in 
a tran{port of joy, and called him her deliverer. _ After’a thort.conference, he propofed 
that her majefty fhould immediately embark on board a fhip that was waiting to carry 
cher from a-kingdom in which fhe-had experienced fuch a train of misfortunes. But, 
‘however anxious fhe was to depart, one circumftance checked the excels of her joy: a 
few months before her imprifonment fhe was delivered ofa princefs, whom fhe fuckled 
herfelf. ‘Lhe rearing of this child had been her only comfort, and fhe conceived a more 
than parental attachment to it, as the conftant companion. of her mifery. The-infant 
was afilicted with the meafles; and, having nurfed it with unceafing folicitude, fhe was 
defirous of continuing her attention and care. Thefe circumftances had fo endeared the 
child to her, rendered more fufceptible of tendernefs in a prifon than ina court, that 
when an order for detaining the young princefs was intimated, the teftified the ftrongeft 
emotions of grief, and could not, for fome time, be prevailed on to bid a final adieu. 
At length, after beftowing repeated careffes on this darling object. of her affection, fhe 
retired to the veffel in an agony of defpair, and remained on deck, her eyes fixed on the 
palace of Cronborg, which contained her child, until darknefs intercepted the view. 
‘The veffel having madc little way during night, at day-break fhe obferved with fond fa- 
t'sfaGion that the palace was-ftill vifible, and could not be perfuaded to, enter the cabin 
as-long as fhe could difcover the fainteft elimpfe of the battlements. Matilda afterwards 
refided at Zell, where fhe died of a fearlet fever. . : 

Queen Matilda was naturally of a lively difpofition, until her misfortunes brought on 
a feitled melancholy. In fociety the endeavoured to diflemble her forrows, and aflume 

.a cheerfulnets to which her heart was a ftranger. She became extremely fond of foli- 
tude; and, when alone, indulged her grief in the moft bitter lamentations. She re- 
tained, to her laft moments, the molt unaffe€ted attachment to her children in Den- 
ajark: with all the anxiety of a parent fhe made repeated enquiries after them, and was 





* Mr afterwards Sir Robert Murray Kenh. 
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delighted with réceiving the minuteft accounts of ‘their health, antufements, and educa. 
tion, Having obtained their portraits, fhe placed them in her moft retired apartment ; 
often apoftrophized-them as if prefent *, and addreffed them in the tendereft manner.’ 
’ Adjoining to the royal palace, which ftands about half a mile from Cronborg, ‘is a 
garden which curiofity led us to vifit; it is called Hamlet’s Garden, and is faid, by tra- 
tition, to be the very fpot where the murder‘of his father was perpetrated. The houfe 
is of modern date, and fituated at the foot of a fandy ridge near the fea; the garden 
occupies the fide of the hill, and is laid out in terraces rifing one above another. El. 
‘finore is-the feene of Shakefpeare’s Hamlet ; and the origisal hiftory from which that 
divine bard derived the principal incidents of his play is founded on faéts, but fo deeply 
Juried in remote antiquity, as render it difficult to difcriminate truth from fable. Saxo: 
Grammaticus, who flourifhed in the twelfth century, is the earlieft hiftorian of Denmark 
who relates the adventures of Hamlet. His account is extracted, and much altered, by 
Belleforeft, a French author; an Englifh tranflation of whofe romance was publifhed 
under the title of the * Hiftorye cf Hamblet +,” and from this tranflation Shakefpeare 
formed the ground-work of his play, though with many alterations and additions, ¢ 

As Saxo-Grammaticus is an author whofe works are in the hands of but few perfons, | 

» and as I never met with an Englith tranflation, it cannot be unacceptable to give a fhort 
fketch of Hamlet’s hiftory, as recorded. in the Danifh: Annals f, that the reader may. 
compare the original character with that delineated by Shakefpeare. ~~ : 
Long before the introdiétion of chriftianity into Denmark, ‘Horwendillus; prefeét, or 
King of: Jutland, was married to Geruthra, or Gertrude, ‘daughter of Ruric King of 
Denmark, by whom he had a fon, called Amlettus, or Hamlet. | Fengo murders his. 
“brother Horwendillus, marries Gertrude, and afcends the throne. Namlet,- to avoid 
his uncle’s jealoufy, counterfeits folly ; and is reprefented zs fuch an abhorrer of falfee 
hood, that, though he conitantly’frames the moft evafive and even abfurd: anfwers, yet 
artfully contrives never to deviate from truth. Fengo, fufpedcting the reality of his mad=. - 
nels, endeavours, by various methods §, to difcover the real ftate of his n:ind.: amongtt: 
others, he.departs from-lIfnore, concerts a meeting between Hanilet and Gertrude, 
concluding that he would not withhold his fentiments from his own mother, and orders 


-* T received this anecdote from a perfon at Zell, who had more than once overheard this affecting adi 
drefs. i : : “ : : : 
+ The only copy ever faw of this work is in the library of Trinity college, Cambridve, in the curious. 
colleCtion relative to the School of Shakefpeare, given by the late Mr. Capell to that fociety. It is inv black 
le:ter, entitled, the Hiftory of Hamblet: imprinted by Richard Bradocke for Thomas Pavierom— The heads 
of the chapters are given in Mr. Capcel’s pofthumous work, the Schoo! of Shakefpeare, vol. iii. p. 995 andi.” 
afew extracts in’ Malone’s Supplement to Johnfon’s and Stevenfon’s Shakcfpeare. 

f Sox. Gram. Nb. iii, and iv ; : 4 

§ Among other attempts, Fengo ordered his companions to leave-him in a retired fost, and a young 
woman was placed in his way, with a view to extort from him a confeffion that his folly was. counterfeited. 
Hamlet would have fallen into the {nare, if a friend had not Feeretly conveyed to him intelligence of this 
treachery; he carried the woman to amore fecret-place, and obtained her promife not te betray him, which 
the readily gave, as the had been brought up with him from her infancy. Being afked, on his return home, 
if he had indulgéd his paffion, he anfwered in the affirmative; but rendered himfelf not:-believed by the moit 
artful fubterfuges, which, though true, feemed. evidently. to mark.a difordered underflanding, and -by the 
pofitive denial of the woman... “Upon this woman,” as Capell obfervgs, * is grounded Shakefpeare’s 
Ophelia s and his deliverance from this foare by a friend, fuggetted his Horatio:”—* The rude oudlines,?? 
as Mr. Malone remarks, “ of thofe charaGters * “ But in this piece there are-no traits of the charaétet of 
Polonius: there is, indeed, a counfellor, and he places. bitfelf in the Queen’s chamber behind the arras 3 
but this.is the whole. The ghoft of the old Hamlet is likewife the offspring of our author's creative finas 
: Bination,” - Sce Capell’s School of Shakefpeare, vol. iii. p. 20) and Malone’s Supplement, p. 353- 
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a courtier to conceal himfelf, unknown to both, forthe purpofe of overhearing their 
converfation. : ee 

The courtier repairs,to the Queen’s apartment, and hides himfelf under & heap of 
ftraw*. Hamlet, on éntering the cabinet, fufpetting the prefence of fome fpy, imjates, 
after his ufval affe@tation of folly, the crowing of a-cock, and fhaking his armi like’ 
wings, jumpst upon the heap of ftraw, till feeling the courtier, he draws his fword, 
kills him,. cuts the body to pieces, boils it, and gives it to the hogs. He then avows 
to his mother, that he only perfonated a fool; reproaches her for her inceftuous mar- 
riage with the murderer of her hufband, and concludes his remonftrances by faying, 
 Inftead, therefore, of condoling my infanity, deplore your own infamy, and learn to 
lament the deformity of your own mind.” } 

‘The Queen is filent, but is recalled to virtue by thefe admonitions. Fengo returns'to 
Elfinore, fends Hamlet to England under the care of two courtiers, and requelts the 
~ King, by a letter, to put him to death. Hamlet difcovers and alters the letter; and on 

their arrival in England, the King orders the two courtiers to immediate execution, and 
betroths his daughter to Hamlet, who gives many aftonifhing proofs, of a tranfcendent 
underftandjng. . : % are . 

‘At the end of the year he returns to Denmark, and alarms the court by his unexpedt. 
ed appearance; as a report of his death had been fpread, ahd preparations were making 

. for his funeral.” : : 

Having re-affumed his affected infanity, he purpofely wounds his fingers in drawing 
his fword, which the by-{tanders immediately faften to the feabbard. He afterwards 
invites the principal nobles to an entertainment, makes them intoxicated, and in that 
ftate covers them with. a large curtain, which he faftens to the ground with wooden 
pegs; he then fets fire to the palace, and the nobles, enveloped in the curtain, perifh in 
the flames.. During this tranfaction he repairs to Fengo’s apartment, and dking the 
{word which lay by the fide of his bed, puts his own inits place ; he inftantly awakens 
and informs him, that Hamlet is come to.revenge the murder of. his father. Fengo 
{tarts from his bed, feizes the {word, but unable to draw it, falls by the hand of Hamlet. 
‘Thé next morning, when the populace were affembled to view the ruins of the palace, 
Hamlet fummons the remaining nobles, and in a matterly fpeech, lays open the motives 
of his own conduét ; proves his.uncle the affaffin of his father, and concludes in the fol- 
lowing words: . : + é 

“ Tread upon the afhes of the monfter, who, polluting the wife of his murdered bro- 
ther, joined’ inceft to parricide, and ‘ruled over you with the moft oppreflive tyranny. 
Receive me as the minifter of a juft revenge, as one who felt for the fufferings of his 
father and his people. Confider me as the perfon who has ‘purged the difgrace of his 
country, extinguithed the infamy of his mother, freed you from the defpotifm of a mon- 


* Straw was formerly {pread over the floora as an article of luxury. 

+ This part ftands thus in the Englith account: ** The counfellor entered fecretly into the Queene’s 
chamber, aud there hid him(elfe behind the arras, and long before the Queene and Hamlet came thither ; 
who being craftieand politique, as foone as he was within the chamber, doubting fome treafon, and fearing, 
if he thould {peake feverely and wifely to his mother, touching his fecret practices, hee fhould be under- 
fhood and by that means intercepted, ufed his ordinary manner of diffimulation, and began to come (r. crow) 
like a cocke, beating with his arms (in fuch manner as cockes uled to flyike with their wings, ) upon the 
hangings of the chambers, ge feeling fomething ftirring under them, he cried, @ rat! arat! and 
prefeatly drawing his {worde, thruft it into the hangings, which done, he pulled the counfellor (half deade) 
out by the heels, made an end of killing him, and being flain, cut hia body in pieces, which he caufed to 
be boiled, and then catt it into an open vault or privie.”” Malone’s Supplement, vol. i. p. 357+ 

8 ° : fter, 
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‘fter, whofe crimes, if he had lived, would have daily increafed, and terminated in your 
deftruction. Acknowledge’ my fervices, and if I-have deferved it, prefent me with the 
crown: bphold in me the author of thefe advantages, no degenerate perfon, no parri- “’ 
cide, but the rightful fucceflor to the throne, and the pious avenger of a father’s mur- 
der. Ihave refcued you from flavery, reftored you to liberty; and re-eftablifhed your 
glory; I have deftroyed a tyrant, and triumphed over an affaffin. ‘The recompence is 
m your hands; you can eftimate the value of my fervices, and in your virtue I] reft my 
hopes of reward.” This fpeech had the defired effe&; the greater part of the affem- 
bly fhed tears, and all who are prefent unanimoufly proclaim him King amid repeated 
acclamations. : : ; 

Hamlet, foon after his elevation, fails to England, and ordersa fhield to be made, on 
which the principal actions of his life are reprefented. The King receives him with. 
feigned demonftrations of joy; falfely affures him that his daughter is dead, and recom- 
merids him to repair to Scotlarid as his ambaffador, and pay his addreffes to Queen Her- 
metrudra. He gives this infidious advice with the hopes that Hamlet may perifh in the' 
attempt; as the Queen, who was remarkable for her chaftity and cruelty, had fuch 
an ayerfion to all propofals of marriage, that not one of her fuitors had efcaped falling 
a facrifice to her vengeance. Hamlet, in oppofition to all difficulties,. performs the 
embaifly, and by the affiftance of his fhield, which infpires the lady with a favourable 
opinion of his wifdom and courage, obtains her in marriage, and returns with her to . 
England. Informed, by the Princefs to whom he is betrothed, that her father medi- 
tates his affaffination, Hamlet avoids his fate by wearing armour under his robe, puts to 
death the King of England, and fails to Denmark with his two wives, where he is foon 
afterwards killed in a combat with Vigletus, fon of Ruric. Hamlet, adds the biftorian, 
was a Prince, who, if his good fortune had been equal to his deferts, would have rivalled. 
the Gods in fplendour ; and in his actions would have exceeded even the labours of 
Hercules *. ; . 

The diftance from Elfinore to Copenhagen is'twenty miles; our route lay occafion- 
ally by the fide of the fea, fometimes through {mall woods of beech and oak, and’at 
other times through an open country rifing into acclivities ; the foil is fandy, mixed with 
loam, well cultivated, and yields all forts of grain. The cottages are numerous and 
neat, built with brick, and many of them whitc-wafhed. We had an excellent road, 
for which convenience we paid feveral tolls; a tax from which we had been exempt- 
ed in Poland, Ruffia, and Sweden. We reached the metropolis towards the clofé of the 
evening. ; : 

Con since ftands on a fmall promontory on the eaftern coaft of the ifle of Zealand, 
in a flat and marfhy fituation. It formerly belonged to the bifhop of Rofkild, and was 
not diftinguifhed by thé royal refidence until 1443, during the reign..of Chriftopher of 
Bavaria; fince which period it has been gradually enlarged and beautified, and is be- 
come the capital of Denmark. 

‘The annual lift of births in Copenhagen being, on an average of feveral years, efti- 

‘ mated at two thoufand eight hundred-and thirty, and of deaths at two thoufand nine 
hundred and fifty-five, we may eftimate the population at eighty thoufand fouls. 

Copenhagen is the beft-built city of the north, although excelled by Peterfburgh in 
fuperb edifices; yet as it contains no wooden houles, it does not difplay that ftriking 
contraft of meannefs and magnificence, but in general exhibits a more uniform appear- 


* Hic Amlethi exitus fuit ; qui fi parem nature atque fortune indulgentiam expertus fuiffet, equafles 
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ance. The city is furrounded towards the land with ramparts and baftions, a wet ditch, 
‘and a few out-works ; the circamference meafures between four and five miles, The 
fireets are well paved, with a footway on each fide, which is natrow and inconve- 
nient. The greater part of the buildings are of brick, and a few of free-ftone brought 
from Germany : the houfes of the nobility are in general fplendid, atid conftructed in 
the Italian {tyle of architeéture. ; 

The royal palace is a magnificent pile of hewn ftone, the wings and flables of brick 
fluccoed. It was built by Chriftian the Sixth in feven years, as the infcription informed 
me, without laying a fingle tax on his fubjects. The enormous expence may be in 
fome meafure eftimated by the dimenfions. The front is three hundred and fixty-fe- 
ven feet in length, the fides three hundred and eighty-nine, and the height one hundred 
and fourteen; it has fix ftories, of which three are mezzonines. In the fourth ftory 
are the grandeft fuit of apartments, both as to fize and decoration. ‘The concert-room 
is one hundred and twenty-eight feet by thirty-eight. ‘The Ritter Saal, or Knight’s fa- 
Joon, is remarkable for the grandeur and elegance of the propsrtions; it is one hun- 
dred and twenty-eight feet long, fixty-two broad, and forty-eight high; it is lighted 
by feveral chryftal chandeliers, and many gilded urns placed on the baluflrades of a 

allery *. 

‘Arnone numerous pictures of the Kings and Queens of Denmark, I was ftruck with 
a. portrait of Chriftian the Fourth on board a fhip engaged with the Swedifh fleet. In 
the middle of the engagement the King was ftruck by a fplinter; two of his teeth were 
beat out, his ear torn, his right eye forced from the focket, and he was thrown on the 
deck with great violence. His attendants, fuppofing him dead, made bitter lamenta- 
tions ; when the King, fuddenly recovering from the fwoon into which he had been 
thrown by the agony of pain, ftarted up, bound his wounds with his handkerchief, and 
continued giving his orders with great compofure until the Swedifh fleet retired. The 
painter has chofen the point of time in which the King, having recovered from his fwoon 
and bound his wound, is exerting himfelf in the midit of the a€tion, and has happily 
fucceeded in throwing great animation over the whole figure. 

The royal flables are perhaps the moft magnificent in Europe. The racks of one, 
which contains ftalls for forty-eight horfes, are of copper, and the columns that divide 
the ftalls are of brick fluccoed white. Another contains one hundred and forty-eight 
flalls; and the racks and pillars which fupport the roof and feparate the ftalls are of 
Norwegian marble. : 

The bufy fpirit of commerce is viftble in Copenhagen. The haven is always crowded 
with merchant-fhips, and the ftreets are interfected by broad canals, which bring the 
. merchandize clofe to the warehoufes that line the quays. This city owes its principal 
beauty to a dreadful fire in 1728, that deflroyed five churches and fixty-feven ftreets, 
‘which were rebuilt in the modern ftyle. The new part of the town railed by the late 
King Frederic V.is extremely beautiful; it confifts cian oftagon, containing four uni- 
form and elegant buildings of hewn ftone, and of four broad itreets leading to it in op- 
polite direftions. In the middle of the area ftands an equefltian ftatue of Frederic in 
bronze, as large as life, which is juftly admired; it was caft at the expence of the Eat 
India Company by Saly, and coft 80,0001. fterling. 

On the 25th of March we accompanied Mr. Delaval, our minifter, to court, and 
were honoured with private audiences by Chriftian VII., the Queen-dowager Juliana 
Maria, her fon Prince Frederic, and his confort the Princefs Sophia-Frederica. We 


* This magnificent palace was burnt in 1793. 
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were deprived of the honour of paying our refpedts to the Prince Royal, as he was at 
that time indifpofed. During our ftay at Copenhagen there were only two public meet- 
ings at court: the company affembled at fix in the evening. At one of thefe meet. 
ings was a concert, in which a Danifh tranflation of Pergolefi’s Stabat Mater, with the 
original mufic, was performed. ‘The King afterwards fat down to Loo with the Queen 
Dowager, Prince Frederic, Princefs Sophia, Count Bernfdorff the prime minifter, and 
the Pruffian ambaflador. 

As our ftay at Copenhagen was fhort, and principally during paflion week, which the 
natives obferve with great ftriétnefs, we had not many opportunities of experiencing 
the hofpitality of the Danifh nobility ; though they were much inclined to honour us 
with all thofe marks of attention and civility which are ufually paid to ftrangers. Among 
other inftances of politenefs, we received an invitation to an affembly and fupper from 
Count Molck, who was favourite and prime minifter to Frederic V; The Count’s 
houfe, which ftands in the oftagon, is a magnificent building fuperbly finifhed. He 
poffeffes feveral fine pitures ; his colleétion of foffils, thells, minerals, and petrifadlions, 
deferves the notice of the naturalift: it is particularly rich in native produétions of 
Denmark, exhibiting many fine fpecimens of the gold, filver and copper mines, from 
Norway, and of lava from Mount Hecla in Iceland. 

Among the moft curious collections in Copenhagen, the Royal Mufeum, or Cabinet 
of Rarities, merits the firft place. his colleétion, which was begun by Frederic III. 
is depofited in eight apartments, and ranged in the following order: animals, fhells, 
minerals, paintings, antiquities, medals, dreffes, arms and implements of the Laplanders, 
The fhort time which I employed in examining thefe apartments did not permit me to 
take a minute and accurate account of the principal curiofities, which the reader will 
find deferibed in Mufeum Regium Jacobai. ; aie 

Part of Copenhagen, which is called Chriftianfhafen, is built on the Ifle of Amak, 
which generally attra€ts the curiofity of foreigners. Amak is four miles long, and 
two broad, and is chiefly peopled by the defcendants of a colony from Eaft Friefland, to 
whom the ifland was configned by Chriftian II. at the requeft of his wife Elizabeth, 
filter of Charles V. for the purpofe of fupplying her with vegetables, cheefe, and butter. 
From the intermarriages of thefe colonifts with the Danes, thé prefent inhabitants are 
chiefly defcended ; but as they wear their own drefs, and enjoy peculiar privileges, 
they appear a diftinét race from the natives. The ifland contains fix villages, and be~ 
tween three and four thoufand fouls ; it has two churches, in which the minifters preach 
occafionally in Dutch and Danifh. The inhabitants have their own inferior tribunals ; 
but in capital offences are amenable to the King’s court of juftice at Copenhagen. 
‘The old national habit, brought by the original colony when they firlt migrated to the 
ifland, is {till in ufe among them ; it refembles the drefs of the ancient quakers, as re- 
prefented in the pictures of the Dutch and Flemifh painters. ‘The men wear broad- 
brimmed hats, black jackets, full glazed breeches of the fame colour, loofe at the 
knees, and tied round the waift. The women were drefled chiefly in black jackets and 
red petticoats, with a piece of blue glazed cloth bound on their heads. The ifland is 
laid out in gardens and paftures, and, according to the original defign, fupplies Copen- 
hagen with miik, butter and vegetables. 

During our fecond vifit to Copenhagen, in July 1784, we experienced great civility 
and repeated initances of hofpitality from the Danith nobility. Among ‘others we had 
the honour of dining feveral times with the prime minifter, Count Bernfdorf *, at his 


* Since deceafed. 
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villa, about four miles from Capenhagen. The houfe, built by the late Count, ftands. 
ina delightful fituation on.a geitle rifé, floping towards the fea, backed bya ridge of 
hills prettily wooded, and commanding a cheerful view of the Sound, the coaft of Swe- 
den, Copenhagen, and the numerous veffels failing to and from the capital. 

In our way to’ the village we paffed a column of Norwegian marble, erected to’ the 
memory of the late Count Bernfdorf by the, peafants of his eftate, in gratitude for hav~ 
ing received the gift of freedom from their beloved mafter. The pillar is ornamented 
with.a wheat-fheat, a fpade, and a pick-axe, the emblems of agriculture. Jt contains a 
Latin:and Danifh infcription, attefting the Count’s liberality, and their gratitude *. 

The flavery of the peafants is part of the remains of the feudal fyftem, which, how- 
ever modified and changed in the other parts of the Danith contftitution, leaves behind 
it that indelible mark of its former preponderancy and injuftice. Hitherto all the at- 
tempts to abolifh it, which have facceeded in Sweden, Norway, and feveral: parts of 
‘Germany, have contributed only to rivet ftill more ftrongly a férvitude, no lefs dif- 
graceful to the.government, than prejudicial to the community. I enjoyed, however, 

great fatisfaction in finding that the {pirit of juftice and humanity, and { may add, the 

. fuggeftions of felf-intereft, have lately fpread themfelves among the nobility; and-that 
a few of them were on the point of emancipating their péafants. And as the prince 
royal has turned his humanity and attention to this fubje€t +, and feems inclined to fa- 
vour any well-planned fyftem, which may give new life and vigour to an order of men, 
the moft ufeful in the community; it is to be prefumed, that in time the prejudices 
againft fuch a fyftem will be removed ; and that fuch effective and prudent meafures 
will be adopted by government, as may, without convulfion, reftore to the peafants 
the common rights of mankind. ; 3 

We were prefent at an entertainment given by Admiral Molcke, on board the Princefs 
Sophia Frederica, carrying feventy-four guns, and fix hundred men, going on a cruife 
‘to the Baltic, with three other fhips of the line. We embarked at the port, and were 
rowed in the Captain’s boat to the fhip, where we found Count Molcke, and a large 
cdmpany, confifting of perfons of the firft condition. -From the cabin. we had a dea 
lightful view of the-town and dock-yard of Copenhagen; of the Danifh navy laid up in 
two lines in the harbour ; of feveral men of war and frigates lying at anchor near us 
in the road; of numerous veflels failing and covering the furface of the fea, which was 
curled by a gentle breeze; of the diftant coafts of Sweden, and the adjacent fhores of 
Zealand, richly clothed with wood. Dinner was ferved on deck, under a canopy of 
fails and pendants ; and forty perfons fat down to a fuperb and elegant repait. After 
drinking the healths of the King and Royal Family, each health accompanied with a - 
falute of fifteen guns, Admiral Molcke gave, in compliment to Mr. Elliott, the Englith 
envoy, who was prefent, “The navy of England; and Mr. Elliott in return gave, ‘The 
navy of Denmark. : “ 

Several Danifh fongs were fung to the accompaniment of violins and tambours de 
bafque, which had a pleafing effect. Thefe fongs related to naval engagements, and to 
the honour of the Danifh marine; the chorus was repeated by the company, and re- 
echoed by the.whole fhip’s crew. Bosks containing the words were handed round, 


* Plis manibus Jch. Hartvici Ernefti, Comitis de Bernftorff, qui arva difcreta immunia hereditaria lar 
giendo induflriam opes omnia impertit in exemplum pofleritati 1767. P. S.S. grati coloni 1783. : 

+ Since my departure from Copenhagen, the example fet by Count Bernftorff has been followed by the 
crown. ‘ ‘The bonds of fervitude,” to ufe the words of an intelligent Dane, “ are now relaxed, and boad 
fervice is limited in every part of the kingdom ”’—'The pleafing refult is vilible in almoft every place you fee 
and in every cowntenance you meet.” Byggé’s Travels in the French Republic, Tranflation p. 27. 
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with the Danifh.on one fide, and the Englifh on the other. One fong recorded the 
gallant behaviour of Admiral Huitfield, who, in an engagement with the Swedifh fleet, 
finding his own fhip on fire, grappled with two of the enemy’s men of war, and’blew - 
them up with-his own fhip. Another fong in honour of their favourite hero Chriftian 
the Fourth, is as popular in Denmark as “ Rule, Britannia,” in England. Lrecolle& 
the following lines of a doggrel tranflation in the beginning of the fong : 


King Chriftian flood high near the maft, 
In clouds of f{moke: , 
His fhining {word was working fat, 
Cleft brains and helmets firft aud laf, 
Then funk each Gothic hulk and maft, 
In clouds of {moke, &c. 





In vifiting the citadel; I enquired for the cells in which Struenfee and Brandt were 
confined. ‘The dungeon which ferved as a prifon for Struenfee is on the ground-floor, 
fourteen feet long and twelve broad. The barrack bedftead on which he lay is {till 
there, and the chain to which he was faftened riveted to the wall. During his confine- 
ment he was treated with the greateft inhumanity, and frequently deprived of come 
mon ‘neceflaries ; he was chained fo clofely to the wall as fcarcely to be able to turn 
hirafelf; and occafionally threatened with the torture, if he would not confefs what 
his enemies di€tated. 

I vifited likewife the {pot where Struenfee and Brandt were executed, on the 28th 
of March 1772. The feaffold was conftrudted in the middle of a field, near the eaft 
gate of the town; and they were conducted to the {pot in two fepardte carriages, 
through an immenfe concourfe of people. ‘They arrived at the place of execution at 
- eleven. Brandt firft alighted, and mounted the {caffold with a flow ftep and undaunted 
mien ; heard his fentence read, and faw his coat of arms- torn, without expreffing the 
leaft emotion ; he then prayed for a few minutes, and {poke a few words to the peo: 
ple. When the executioner approaghed to affift him, he faid to him with firmnefs, 
yet not without mildnefs, ‘‘Stand off, and donot prefume to touch me.”” Without any 
affiftance he pulled off his peliffe, and prepared for his fate. He firft ftretched out his 
hand, and bade the executioner do his duty, without fhrinking from the blow, it was 
ftruck off, and his head fevered from his body almoft in the fame inftant. His body 
was then quartered. : ; : : 

During this dreadful fcene Struenfee remained at the bottom of the {caffold, anxioul- 
ly expecting and dreading his own fate. His whole frame trembled when Brandt’s 
blood gufhed from the fcaffold ; and he was fo agitated, that he could not walk up the 
fteps without help. He faid nothing, and permitted the executioner to affift him in 
taking off his cloak. Inftead of imitating the courage and ferenity of his fellow fuf- 
ferer, he ftarted up feveral times from the block, before he gave the fignal, drew back 
his hand, was fhockingly maimed before it was cut-off, and was at lait held down by 
force while the executioner beheaded him. ; é ‘ 

The environs of Copenhagen are exceedingly beautiful. The country is gently un- 
dulating, produces much corn and pafture, and is finally interfperfed with {mall foreits 
of beech and oak. The fea views are enchanting, and the villas and country feats de« 
lightfully fituated on the fhores of the Sound. ~ 

The royal park, about four miles from the capital, is perhaps the-fineft fpot for the 


natural beauty of the gently waving furface, and richnefs of the wood; and proves, 
. that 
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that the nobles might lay out their grounds equal to ours in England, if they would 
truft more to-nature and lefs to art. * 

In the mid{t of the park St. Helen’s fpring is a favourite fpot, to which the nobility 
and gentry, and the lower clafs of people refort, in July, as to a kind of fair. Many 
tents and booths are eretted for the reception of the company ; fometimes the royal 
family make their appearance; and the common people efteem: themfelves very wn. 
fortunate, if they do not tafte the waters of the {pring every year. The weather being 
fine, and the feafon delightful, we roved with pleafure about the woods, enjoying the 
beauties of unadulterated nature, and walked to the hermitage, a building ftanding in the 
moft elevated part, and commanding an extentive view over the Baltic, the ifle of Huen, 
and the coaft of Sweden. 


Crap. ll.—Antient form of Government in Denmark.—Revolution of 1660.—Change 
of the Conftitution from an elected and limited, to an hereditary and abfolute Monarchy. 


UNTIL the middle of the laft century the crown of Denmark was ele@ive. The 
fupreme legiflative authority refided in the three eftates of the realm, the nobles, clergy, 
and commons, affembled in a diet by .means of reprefentatives ; the executive power 
was veited in the King, and-fenare, compofed of the principal nobles. The King was 
dittle more than pref'dent of the fenate, and conimander of the army ; the regal pre- 
rogative being circumfcribed by a capitulation, or charter of privileges, ratified by the 
fovereign at his acceflion. Although the crown was always continued in the fame fa- 
mily, and uniformly conferred on the eldeft fon; yet the new prince was conttrained to 
purchafe his fucceffion to the throne by farther immunities. 

Such was the ftate of affairs until the fingular revolution of 1660 eftablifhed, almoft 
without the concurrence of the fovercign, an hereditary and abfolute monarchy : ex- 
hibiting an inftance, which ftands unparalleled in the annals of hiftory, of a people, who 
fpontaneoufly renounced their freedom, and invefted their limited governor with un- 
bounded authority. 

Frederic HJ. who, on the death of his father Chriftian IV. afcended the throne by 
the free election of the ftates, figned a charter of rights, confifting of fifty-four articles ; 
among which feveral new privileges were confirmed to the fenate, whereby they were 
enabled to engrofs the whole adminiftration of affairs. Frederic poffeffed in the ordi. 
nary occurrences of life a mild and equitable temper of mind, and was apparently in- 
different to ambition or glory. If his dominions had not been invaded by a powerful 
rival, he would have fcarcely been noticed by his contemporaries. But as, during his 
reign, the very being of Denmark, as a kingdom, was at ftake, and he was called to 
aétion by the moft imminent danger which a fovereign could experience, he fadden! 
furmounted his natural apathy: his mind acquired unufual vigour; and he exhibited 
proofs of courage, prudence, and perfeverance, not inferior to the moft confummate 
herocs of his time. Thefe circumftances placed his chara@er in an exalted point of 
view ; while his gentlenefs and moderation prevented the umbrage which is apt to be 
conceived by a free people againft their fovereign. _ Thus, from being thought incapa- 
ble of interefted defigns, and yet equal to the tafk of carrying the moft adventurous into 
execution, hy became, from the accidental fituation of his affairs, the inftrument of 
accomplihing an important revolution, which totally changed the form of the Danifh 
government. : 


When 
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When Charles Guftavus, King. of Sweden, broke the treaty of Rofkild, which he 
had figned, and in 1658 appeared fuddenly before Copenhagen at the head of a pow- 
erful army, he efteemed himfelf fecure of fuccefs, and made a prefent of Zealand to- 
Admiral Wrangel. He even publicly boafted that he would re-unite the three crowns. 
of Sweden, Denmark, and Norway, and would then, like another Alaric, march into 
Italy, at the head of the Gothic nations. The internal weaknefs and civil commotions- 
of Denmark feemed almoft to juftify thefe vaunts: the fate of the whole kingdom de: 
pended on the fafety of Copenhagen ; and yet, fuch was the deplorablé condition. of 
the capital, that Frederic was advifed to retire from a placé which feemed untenable, 
and to efcape either to Holland or Norway. The fortifications had been long ne. 
glected; it contained a garrifon of only a thoufand regular troops; had nat fufficient 
provifions to ftand a fiege; almoft deftitute of every means of refiftance, and crouded 
with inhabitants and fugitives. . 

But Frederic, roufed by.thts dangerous crifis of affairs, difcovered at once the moft 

“undaunted courage ; he declared his refolution of defending his capital to the laft ex- 
tremity, and of burying himfelf under its ruins. His conduét during the fiege an- 
fwered thefe’ profeffions ;*he gave his orders with calmnefs and intrepidity ;. he was 
foremoft in all places of danger, and among the la{t who retreated. 

His zeal was feconded by the undaunted fpirit of his queen, Sophia’ Amelia, Princefs- 
of Brunfwick Lunenburgh *, who, during the whole conteft, was indefatigable in ani. 
mating the befieged: fhe partook of their fatigues, rode night and day round the ram- 
parts, and obferved every occurrence with the vigilance of a eentinel, and the coolnefs 
of aveteran. ‘The prefence and adtivity of both fovereigns, gave freth vigour to the 
garrifon and citizens of Copenhagen: they braved every danger, and even bound 
themfelves, by an oath, to perifh, rather than to furrender. heir zeal was {till far- 
ther excited by the policy of Frederic, who extorted from the nobles an increafe of the: 
immunities of the citizens, and pafled an ediét, figned by himfelf and the principal fe. - 
nators, permitting theny to poffefs lands, and enjoy all the rights of nobility. Thus ani- 
mated and encouraged, the burghers formed themfelves into companies, and vied with: 
the regular foldiers in fubmitting to the rigour of military difcipline. In a word, by their 
invincible fpirit, Copenhagen held out from the 8th of Auguft 1658, to the conclufion 
cf the peace, on the 27th cf May 1650, when the Swedify army evacuated Zealand. 

The imminent danger which had threitened the ruin of Denmark no fooner fubfided, 
than Vrederic relapfed into his conftitutional indolence ; and feems, (if we may ‘judge 
trom the moft authentic accounts) to have had but a fmall fhare in the fubfequent re-. 
volution, It appears indeed to have been as cafual as it was fudden: the effe@ only 
of the imperious conduct of the nobles, of the jealoufies and refentment of the other or- 
ders, and of the high opinion which the people conceived of their king, to whom they 
jultly attributed the prefervation of Copenhagen, and the fafety of the kingdom 3. while 
they imputed .to the faétions of the nobles the evils which they had lately experienced. 

On the fignature of the peace a dict was fummoned at Copenhagen, to take into con+ 
fideration the {tate of the kingdom, exhaufted with debts, and defolated by the mife-- 
ries of war, : ; 

This diet, the laft ever convened in Denmark, aflembled at Copenhagen on the 8th: 
of September 1660, The nobles, inflead of endeavouring to conciliate the other or- 
ders by a moderate conduct, increafed the public difcontents by the moft arrogant be- 
haviour. The deputies of the clergy and commons united againft them ; and: the- 
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“eixizens of Copenhagen (ho, having acquired great credit by the glorious defence’ of 


the capital, formed a confiderable party) were highly difgufted at their remonftrance* - 


aguinit the immunities granted by the King during the fiege. In this temper of parties, 

whet the neceflary fupplies were brought forward, the nobles propofed an excife on all. 
articles of confumption, and exprefied themfelves willing to fubmit to it, though their 

order was by law exempted from all taxes: they accompanied this offer with a remon-. 
france to the King, in which they endeavouréd, not only to reclaith many obfolete pri- 

vileges, but to gain, freth immunities, and introduce many other regulations, which 

tended to diminith the royal prerogative, and check the rifing influence of the commons 

apd clergy- ; : ; ‘ 3 


‘The propofal of fuch a tax, and this imprudent remonftrance, ‘excited great heats in” 


the dict; the clergy and commons contended that the offer was infidious, as thenobles 
would only pay.the excife during their continuance in the towns, but refufe to fubmit to 
it while they refided on their eftates. On this ground they objected to the tax on any 
other condition, but that of being levied equally-on all ran without referve or reftric- 
tion. The nobles not only perfifted in the plea of exemption, but even refuled to be. 
fubjeét to it for more than three years, under pretence that every impoft was an infringe- 
‘ment of their privileges. Being, however, intimidated by the decifive refufal of ‘fhe’, 
otlrer deputies, they fhifted their ground, propofed new duties on ftamped paper and 
leather, and offered, inftead of the excife on confumption, to pay a poll-tax for their 
‘peafants. ‘The clergy and commons at firft approved thefe additional impofts; but af- 
-_terwards retraGed, under pretence that they would not produce a fum adequate to the 
exigencies of the nation. It is dot-certain from what caufe this alteration of their fen- 
timents was derived *; whether the taxes would really have been inadequate, or were 
to be granted for too fhore a tine; or whether, urged by other motives, they were fe- 
cretly defirous of obtaining more effential and durable advantages over the nobles, 
Probably all thefe motives operated on different perfons ; the latter efpecially feems to 
~ have had great influence ; becaufe, in lieu of the above-mentioned duties, the deputies 
propofed that the royal fiefs and domains, which the nobles exclufively poffefled at a 
moderate rent, fhould be farmed to the higheft bidders. » This propofal irritated the no- 
ples who juftly deemed it an infraétion of their deareft privileges; as;+by the forty- 
fixth poet of the coronation oath taken by Frederic, the pofleffion of the royal fiets 
was guaranteed to their order. In. the heat of the conteft on this article, one of the 
-chief fenators imprudently threw out reproachful- expreffions againft the Commons, 


* 


which raifed a general ferment in the affembly ; and the deputies-of theclergyand:com- + 


mons broke up the meeting: : Eee : , 

In.this ftruggle the friends of the court began to interpofe: It was'eafily feen, that 
the deputies, difgufted with the nobles, would eagerly entbrace that occafion of hum- 
bling the whole order ;-and no way {eemed more likely to infure fuccels than/by render- 
ing the crown hereditary, and exalting the regal prerogative on the ruin of the nobility. 
‘They never could éxpect that fo favourable an opportunity fhould again occur 5 the diet 
was aflembled in a fortified town, the citizens were fill in ‘arms, and all of them, as well 
as the garrifon, devoted to the King. ‘ ey 

It is {carcely poffible to trace, at this diftance of time, all.the fecret fprings which ac- 
tuated ‘the-deputies on this extraordinary occafion. Itonly appears, from good autho- 
rity, that the two perforis who had the principal fhare in the revolution were the crea- 
tures of the court, and had; before the meeting'of the diet, concerted a plan of: hum- 
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bling the nobility, with a confidential fervant* of the crown: thefe perfons were Svane, 
* bifhop of Zealand and prefident of the order of the clergy, and Nanfen, Burgomafter 
of Copenhagen and Speaker of the Commons. We have no reafon, however; to con- 
clude, that they intended to proceed further than to humble the ariftocratical party, and 
make fome neceflary changes in the conftitution; but the obftinacy of the nobles en- 
larged their views, and induced the deputies not only to render the crown hereditary, 
but to velt the whole power in the hands of the King. . 

While the defign was in agitation, Frederic felt, or affe€ted to feel, an almoft total . 
indifference to the event; and though he expreffed himfelf inclined to accept the offer 
of hereditary fucceflion, if obtained by the unanimous confent of all the eftates, yet he 
refufed to take any active part in the whole proceeding. The Queen endeavoured to 
roufe him from this fupinenefs; but her influence, which was never before exerted in 
vain, proved now ineffectual: being not inclined, however, to follow his example, fhe 
caballed with the leaders of the clergy and commons, and difplayed that fpirit. of intrigue 
and daring enterprize which had fo long marked her character, in contraft with the 
mild and paffive acquiefcence of the King. 

On the feceffion of the deputies, which the obftinacyof the nobles had provoked, the 
hint of rendering the crown hereditary was fuggefted by the bifhop of Zealand ; and fe~ 
veraf partizans being gained, a numerous meeting was held at his palace on the 6th of 
Qétober, in which the fcheme was laid open and approved. An att for declaring the 
crown hereditary was drawn up; and the mode of proceeding was concerted between 
the chiefs of the party and Gabel, the favourite of the King, who held a feparate con- 
ference with the bifhop and Nanfen that afternoon. During the whole night and the 
following day, repeated meflages pafled between fome of the deputies and the emiffaries 
of the Queen. : . 

On the morning of the 8th of O&ober t, the bifhop of Zealand, having obtained the 
confent and fignature of the ecclefiaftical deputies to the declaration of hereditary fuce 
ceffion, delivered it to Nanfen. The latter, in a moft perfuafive fpeech, expatiated on 
the wretched ftate of the kingdom, oppreflive power of the nobles, and virtues of the 
the King, and concluded with exhorting the Commons to fubfcribe the aé&t as the only 
means of faving their country. Having firft figned it himfelf, his example was followed 
by each deputy without one diffenting voice. eae: 

During thefe intrigues the nobles remained in full fecurity, and without the leaft fut. 
picion; as the Commons had, the fame day in which they figned the declaration, de- 
bated on the taxes, and drawn up a remonftrance againft the nobles, without alluding to 
the fecret tranfa¢tion. Onthe 9th this remonftrance was prefented to Frederic in form 
by the bifhop and Nanfen ; and the Commons, on returning from the palace, had a vio- 
lent altercation with the fame chief fenator who had before offended them, and who 
then threatened them with imprifonment for prefuming to approach the King without ac- 
quainting the order of nobles ; a threat which ferved only to ftrengthen their refolution. 

Rumours of the project had by this time reached the nobles ; but they had f{earcely 
affembled to confider the noft efficacious methods of defeating it t, before the deputies 
of the clergy and burghers entered the hall. Having taken their feats, Nanfen, after a 
fhort fpeech, delivcred to them the declaration for rendering the crown hereditary in 


f 


* Molefworth fays, with Hannibal Sehefted, and Holberg, with Gabel the King’s favourite. Proba- 
bly they were both in the right, as it is eafy to fuppofe that both were confulted on the occafion, 
+ Holberg, iii. p. 479. 
Probably on the 10th of OQober, as Mallet conjectures, 
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the family of the King. The nobles were thrown into general confternation by fo fud-. 
den and decifive a. communication. Conceiving it, however, imprudent to negative the 
propofal, they. endeavoured to gain time; and replied accordingly, that declaration ; 
yet a matter of fuch confequence deferved the moft mature difcuffion. Nanfen, per- 
ceiving the drift of this delay, anfwered, they came not to deliberate but to act; they 
had already taken their refolution ; they would lofe no time in debate; if the nobles 
refufed to concur, they would themfelves repair to the palace, not doubting that the 
King would gracioufly accept their proffered declaration. During thefe proceedings, 
the nobles fecretly difpatched a meflage to the King, that they were willing to render 
the crown hereditary in the male line of his iffue, provided it was done with the accuf- 
tomed formalities ; a propofal his majefty rejected as a circumftance not defirable, un- 
lefs the right of fucceflion was extended to the females alfo. He added, with great ap- 
pearance of moderation, that he by no means wifhed to prefcribe rules for their con- 
duét; they were to follow the diétates of their own judgment ; as for his part, he would 
owe every thing to their free confent, but could not accept the offer with the limitation 
propofed. ; 

The nobles, who waited with anxiety for the return of the meflenger, kept the bufi- 
nefs in fufpenfe by declining their direét affent to the declaration, and propofing a fur- 
ther confideration of the fubject. The other deputies then quitted the affembly, and re- 
paired in folemn proceffion to the court; leaving the nobles in a ftate of irrefolution and 
diftraction. ; 

The deputies being admitted, the bifhop of Zealand addreffed the King on the refolu. 
tion taken by the clergy and commons; offering, in their name, to render the crown 
hereditary, and inveft him with abfolute authority ; adding, they were ready to facrifice 
their lives in defence of an eftablifhment fo falutary to their country. Frederic, in ree 
ply, thanked them for their favourable intentions; but mentioned the approbation of 
the nobles as a neceffary condition, though he had no doubt of their concurrence when 
they fhould have had time to accompany the declaration with the neceflary formalities : 
he affured them of his protection, promifed a redrefs of all grievances, and difmifled 
them with an exhortation to continue their fittings, until they fhould have brought 
their defign to perfection, and he could receive their voluntary fubmiffion with due fo. 
lemnity. ; 

The reader will obferve, with much furprize, that in all the public occurrences be+ 
fore this audience, the only affair apparently in agitation, was to change the form of go. 
vernment from an eleCtive to an hereditary monarchy; no mention was made of en- 
larging the powers of the crown, or of the {till more extraordinary {cheme of rendering 
the King abfolute. It is probable, ifthe nobles had immediately confented to the declara- 
tion, that this ceffion might not have taken place. Was there no medium between here. 
ditary right and arbitrary power ? Or can we fuppofe that, according to the fyftem of the 
Danith law, arbitrary power was neceffarily implied in hereditary right? Something like 
this was probably the cafe; as it is hardly poflible to conceive that, when the deputies 
of the commons and clergy had voted only for the declaration, the bifhop, of his own 
accord, fhould add the gift of unlimited authority. It often happens, that people are 
more affected by appearances than realities. The bare mention of arbitrary power 
would have revolted the deputies; while the fubftance, being included in the popular 
expreffion of hereditary right, was paffed without referve. 

On the abrupt departure of the deputies, the nobles could not agree what plan to 
purfue in this alarming crifis. They were not, indeed, unanimous in their motives of 

; oppofition, 
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oppofition, being divided into three principal parties *: the firlt confifted of thofe who 
were devoted to the court, and favoured the declaration of the Commons; the fecond, 
of thofe who were confcious that fome change in the conftitution was requifite, but un 
certain how far to proceed; the third, the moft confiderable in number, was compofed 
of thofe who were determined i> aflert their own privileges to the laft extremity, and 
ftrenuoufly oppofe the leaft alteration. It was no wonder, therefore, that they came to 
no refolution, but poftponed their final determination to the meeting in the afternoon. 
While they were thus wavering, the court and the popular party took the neceflary pre- 
catitions to force them to a concurrence. It was feared that the enterprize might fail 
of fuccefs, fhould the nobles quit Coperihagen and break up the diet, on the juft pre- 
tence that it was held in a fortified town, under awe of a garrifon devoted to the court. 
Indeed, feveral had already made their efcape, and others feemed inclined to follow their 
example. In confequence of thefe apprehenfions, the King iffued orders to fhut the 
gates; and this {pirited meafure had fuch an inftant effect on the nobles, that, abandon- 
ing all further refiftance, they difpatched deputies to the court, announcing their willing- 
nefs to concur with the Commons t. 

Accordingly, on the 16th of Oétober, the eftates annulled, in the moft folemn man- 
ner, the capitulation or charter figned by the King at his acceflion, abfolved him from 
“his engagements, and cancelled all the limitations impofed on his fovereignty. The 
whole was finally clofed by the public ceremony of doing homage and taking the new 
oath, which was performed on the 18th. On that day-feveral fcaffolds were ereéted 
before the palace, adorned with fcarlet cloth and tapeftry, and furnifhed with rows of 
benches; on an elevated platform were placed two chairs of ftate, under a canopy of 
velvet, for the King and Queen ; thefe fcaffolds communicated with the palace by an 
open gallery, At the appointed time, the citizens of Copenhagen, forming twelve com- 
panies, were drawn up on each fide of the gallery ; the garrifon furrounded the plat- 
form, and the avenues leading to it; while the regiment of guards fecured the rear. 

- At mid-day the King and Queen, attended by the royal family, preceded by the nobles, 
and accompanied by the officers of ftate, repaired in folemn proceffion, amid drums 
and trumpets, to the platform ; and when the nobles, the deputies of the clergy and 
commons, had taken their places, the chancellor proclaimed { : 

«* Since it has pleafed the Almighty, by the unanimous and voluntary refolution of 
the flates, that this kingdom fhould be rendered hereditary in the perfon of his Majetty: 
our Lord the King, and of his pofterity male and female; his Majefty, after thanking 
the ftates for this proof of their affeétion and zeal, not.only promifes to all his good 
and faithful fubjed, to govern them as a chriftian and merciful prince ought to do, but 
alfo to eftablifh a form of government, under which they fhall be fecure of enjoying the 
fame advantages under his fucceflors; and as this unanimous refolution of the ftates 
requires a new oath of allegiance, his Majefty difcharges the ftates from all thofe oaths 
which they had formerly taken, affuring each perfon in particular of his royal favour 
and protection.” After which all perfons who were prefent took the new cath of al- 
degiance. : 

othe revolution being thus accomplithed, a new form of government was promulgated, 
under the title of the Royal Law of Denmark. It confifts of forty articles; the moft 
remarkable are the following § : 

«« The hereditary Kings of Denmark and Norway fhall be in effeét, and ought to be 
efteemed ‘by their fubjects, the only fupreme head on earth; they fhall be above all 
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human laws, and fhall acknowledge, in all ecclefiaftical and civil affairs, no higher 
power than God alone. ‘The King hall enjoy the right of making and interpreting the 
laws, of abrogating, adding to, and difpenfing with them. He may alfo annul all the: 
laws which either he or his predeceffors fhall have made, excepting this royal law, 
which muft remain irrevocable, and be confidered as the fundamental law of the fate. 
He has the power of declaring war, making peace, impofing taxes, and levying contri- 
butions of ail forts, &c. &c. : 

Then follow the regulations for the order of fucceffion, the regency in cafe of minos. 
rity, for'the majority of the King, for the maintenance of the royal family ; andy after 
enumerating all the poffible prerogatives of regal uncircumfcribed authority, as if fuffi-. 
cient had not yet been laid down, it is added in the twenty-fixth article: ** All that we 
have hitherto faid of power and eminence, and fovereignty, and if there is any thing fur- 
ther which has not been exprefsly fpecified, fhall all be comprifed in the following words :- 
The King of Denmark and Norway fhall be the hereditary monarch, and endued with 
the higheft authority, infomuch that all that can be faid and written to the advantage 
of achriftian, hereditary, and abfolute King, fhall be extended under the mott favour« 
able interpretation, to the hereditary King or Queen of -Denmark and Norway,” &c.. 
&c. * 

On reviewing the principal circumftances which led to this revolution, we cannot but" 
remark, that the nobles were the victims of their.ownimprudence and obftinacy. Had 
they yielded in due time, they might have fecured many of their privileges; but.not- 
complying until their concurrence was fcarcely neceflary, they could not command any 
compenfation for what they could not retain, and furrendered with the molt evident. 
reluctance. .The deputies of the clergy and of the towns were hurried-away by their 
refentment again{t that order, whofe tyranny they had long experienced, and whofe fu. 
ture afcendancy they dreaded ; and they were fo warmly animated by their admiration 
of the King, that they thought no facrifice too great which could affure him of their. 
confidences and teftify their gratitude. Strange infatuation! that they fhould difcover. 
no means of humbling their oppreffors, and fecuring their own immunities, without the. 
eflablifhment of an abfolute government! Might they not have loofened the King’s 
fhackles without tearing them off? he referve of the iegiflative power, and right of 
taxation in the three eitates, would fufficiently have fecured the freedom of the people, 
as well again{t the encroachments of the crown, as againtt the infolence of a proud no- 
bility. But the voice of reafon is feldom heard amid the tumult of public animofities and 
the uproar of faction. 

“Thus this great affair,’” concludes Lord Molefworth, “ was finifhed; and the 
kingdom of Denmark, in four days’ time, changed from an eftate little differing from 
ariftocracy, to as abfolute a monarchy as any is at prefent in the world.” But thefe ex 
preffions have been confidered as too ftrong by feveral of the native hiftorians; and-an 
Englifh author +, who wrote againft his account of Denmark by defire of the Danifh 
minifter, has contradicted his conclufion; becaufe Frederic III. did not abufe his power, 
and becaufe he confirmed the privileges of the different orders. But furely when the 
fovereign, according to the expreflions of the royal law, is declared “ independent 
upon earth, acknowledging no higher power than God; when he has an unlimited 


* The reader will find an abridged extraG of the feveral articles in Molefworth, p. 186; anda French 
tranflation in Lettres fur le Danaemare, p. 1133 which tranflation is alfo inferted in Maliet’s Hilt. de 
Dannerare, vol. ii. p. 475. 

+ Ki: g’s Asimadverficns on a pretended Account of Denmark, in-which the author animadverts upon 
feveral nifveprefentations of Lord Molefworth, ; 
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' authority to make, alter, repeal, and difpenfe with laws; when he alone can:make peace 
and declare war; form alliances and levy taxes; when, in a word,. he enjoys all the 
rights and prerogatives which an hereditary, abfolute, defpotic King can enjoy ;” what 
fignify privileges which he can annul at pleafure? of what force are laws which he can 
repeal witha word? Allowing, what is true, that the Kings of Denmark have feldom 
abufed their authority ; and without pretending to deny that the tyranny of the nobles’ 
had rifen to an exceflive height; yet we furely may conclude, that it would have been . 
happier for the kingdom, had the power of the crown been duly circum{cribed, while 
the rights of the nobles were qualified, not abolifhed; and the people continued fub- 
jects of a limited monarchy, not enflaved to arbitrary dominion. 


Cuar, Ill.—Remarks on. the. Population. —Finances.—Army.—Navy.—Church Eftabli{be- 


ment in Denmark. 


THE following table exhibits the population in the Danith dominions :. 
No. of Inhabitants. 


Diocefe of Zealand, including the iftes of Zealand, , 
Moen, and Bornholm - - . |i 283,466 

xs 

S 

— 


# Diocefe of Funen, including the ifles of Funen, . 
- Langeland, Lolland,. and Falfter ) 143,988 § SA 
E Diocefe of Aarhuus ° - - - - oes c 7853590 
Q | Ditto Riber' 3 ; - - - g2 
Ditto Aalborg pJutiand - - - Boeye 
Ditto. Viborg Jo ~~ - oe - 592399 
Ifles of Feroe: - - - - - ~ . 45784, 
3 (Diocefe of Agerhuus - - - - 215,043 
§ J Ditto Chriftianfand - - - - 113,024 . 
&‘) Ditto —_ Berghen C ee ~ 4304352 ( O23:744 
4 Ditto  Drontheim ° - - - 164,722 ; 
Diocefe of Scalholt - - - 4,216 
Iceland. Ditto Holun . _ : " fghe 46,201 
Duchy of Slefwick = - - - - - 243,605 
Duchy of Holftein belonging to the King. = - - - - 134,665 
Duchy of Gluckfburgh - - - - ~ 10,072 
Diftri& of Kiel - - - - - te 7 §5000 
Number of fouls in the Danifh dominions - > - *1,923,028 


The revenues of Denmark are principally derived from the cuftoms, duties on ex. 
ports and imports, excife on provifions and liquors, poll-tax |, tax on ranks, on places, 


* Since this was written, the population has increafed, and may now be eflimated at two millions three 
hundred thoufand. ’ 

+ The poll-tux takes -place only in Denmark ; it was at firft laid on the inhabitants of Norway, but has 
been abolithed, and another impoft fubftituted in its room; the peafants, who are all free in that kingdom, 
having confidered it as a badge of flavery. The towns of Altona and Bornholm are alfo exempted from it, 
ea the payment of an annual compenfation. 


penfions,,. 
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penfions, and perquifites, on marriages*, land-tax, excife, quit-rents of the royal de. 
mefnes, licences of public-houfes, privilege of diftilling {pirits, for hunting and fhooting 
in the royal manors, leafes on farms and faw-mills, profits of the mines, {tamped paper, 
duty on inuff, on cards, &c. &c. 





Revenues. 
Land-tax - - - - - £.800,000 
Sound duties + - . “ . ° 100,000 
Poll-tax and other taxes - - » - 300,000 
Extraordinary contributions { - - - 200,000 
£+1,400,000 
Expenditure in 1784. 

Civil hift - - - - - £-400,000 
Army _ ° - - - - 400,000 
Navy - - - - - 200,000 
Payment of debts - - - - “ 200,000 
Penfions - - - - - 160,000 
Jointure of the Queen-dowager - - - 16,000 
Income of Prince Frederice - - - 80c0 
a : § £.1,384,000 





* The tax on marriages, as I am informed, has been abolithed fince my departure from Denmark 5 a tax 
which no wife legiflature would ever impofe ; and if impofed by inadvertence, would take the firft opportu 
nity of repealing, as highly detrimental to the real interefts of the community. This tax was as equitably 
Jaid on in Denmark as fo injudicious an impoft was capable of being diftributed, the peafauts and lower clafs 
of people being exempted. —“ La portion la plus nombreufe,” fays the author of Les Lettres fur le Danne- 
marc, “ et la plus pauvre de la focieté, les payfans, les matelots, et les foldats,’n’y font pas aflujettis: mais 
fi le mariage doit étre encouragé par toutes Jes voies poflibles, a plus forte raifon mérite-t-il d’étre libre de 
toute charge. Celle qui fi paye ici eft fi modique, qu’elle ne forme pas un grand obftacle ala population.’® 

- 165. 
- + The importance of the Sound duties to the government of Denmark, may be inferred from the number 
of veffels which paffed the Sound in 1782: 


Englih - - - 1264 From Dantzic - - - 328 
Danith - - - 1634 Lubec - - - . VIZ 
Swedith - “ - 2tar Bremen - - - . 240 
Roffian - - - 158 Hamburgh - - . 50 
Dutch - - - 16 Roftock - - - . ¥9 
Portuguefe - - 38 Venice - - « - 3 
Pruffian - - - 1907 Auftrian Netherlands - . 505 

8465 


In 1800, nine thoufand and forty-eight veflelsentered the Sound; and in fome years even twelve thou- 
fand. ie 

t Atte the extraordinary contributions is the tax on honours and rank, laid in the following propore 
tion :—Perions of the firft rank pay annually 80 rix-dollar, or i61.; of the fecond 14l.; of the third SL, ; 
fourth 61. ; filth 3] 4s.; fixth 31.5 feventh 2]. 8s. 5 eighth 11, r2s.; and ninth 11. 4s. Allthe places and 
penfions are rated in the following proportion :—Penfions not lefs than 400 rix-dollars, or Sol. and up- 
wards, pay ten per cent.; from 7ol. to Sol. 8 per cent. from 6ol. to 7ol. 7 per cent ; from sol. to 6ol, 
5 per cent.; from gol. to sol. 4 per cent. ; from zo}. to gol. 3 per cent. ; and from 2ol. to 3ol. 2 per cent, 


§ Since this was written, the revenue and expenditure have beenfomewhat augmented, and the debt con- 
Aderably decreafed, 


The 
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The public debt in 1785 amounted to 3,600,0001., of which in time of peace about 
200,000. is annually liquidated. Lately, however, the liquidation of the debt owing 
to the fubjeéts has been made in bank-notes. Although this meafure faves to the na- 
tion the payment of the intereft of four per cent in money, yet it too much promotes 
the increafe of paper currency. The bank-notes are not exchanged at Hamburgh, 
except under a difcount from 16to 20 percent. There is but little {pecie in the coun- 
try ; that collected from the Sound duties being chiefly appropriated to the intereft of 
the foreign debt, and the appointments of perfons employed in Holftein ; and the pro- 
duce of the filver mines at Kongtherg fcarcely exceeds 50,000l. per annum. 

The army of Denmark is compofed, 1. of the troops of Denmark and Holftein ; 
and, 2. of Norway. 

1. The forces of Denmark-and Holftein are divided into, 1. Regulars; 2. National 
or militia. ‘Thefe forces (the foot: and horfe guards excepted, who are all regulars) 
are not feparated, as in our army, into diftin® regiments. 

Before the late augmentation, every regiment of infantry, when complete, confifted 
of twenty-fix officers,.and one thovfand fix hundred and thirty-two privates, divided into - 
ten companies of fufileers, and two of grenadiers. Of thefe one thoufand fix hundred 
and thirty-two privates, four hundred and eighty, who are chiefly foreigners enlifted in 
Germany, are regulars. The remaining one thoufand one hundred and fifty-two are 
the national militia, or peafants, who refide on the eftates of the landholders, each 
eftate furnifhing a certain number in proportion to its value. Thefe national troops 
are occafionally. exercifed in {mall corps on Sundays and holidays ; and are embodied 
once every year, for about feventeen days, in their refpective diftri€ts. By an addi- 
tion of ten men to each company, a regiment of infantry was increafed to one thoufand 
feven hundred and feventy-eight, including officers. 

The cavalry is on the fame footing ; each regiment confifting of feventeen officers,. 
including ferjeants and corporals, five hundred and fixty-five privates, divided into five 
{quadrons. “Of thefe about two hundred and fixty are regular, and the remainder na- 
tional troops. The regiments of foot and horfe guards: are regulars; the former is 
compofed of twenty-one officers, and four hundred and fixty-five men, in five compa-. 
nies, and the latter of feven officers, and one hundred and fitty four'men, in two fqua«- 
drons. . 

2, The forces of Norway are all national troops or militia, excepting the two regi«. 
ments of Sudenfield and Nodenfield; and as the peafants are free, the forces are lee 
vied ina different manner from thofe of’ Denmark. Norway is divided into a certain. 
number of diftri€ts, each of which furnifhes a foldier. All the peafants are, at their - 
birth, regiftered for the militia ; and the firft on the lift fupplies the vacancy for the - 
diftri& to which he belongs. After ferving from ten.to fourteen-years, they are ad~ 
mitted among the invalids ; and, when they have attained the feniority of that corps, . 
receive their difmiffion.. Thefe troops are not continually under arms, but are occa-- 
fionally exercifed, like the national forces of Denmark. A fixed ftipend is affigned ta. 
the officers, nearly equal to that of the officers in the regulars ; but the common fol- 
diers do not receive pay,.except when in actual fervice, or performing their annual. ma- 
noeuvres. ; 

The army is fupplied with officers by the Academy of Land Cadets, inftituted by 
Frederic IV. where feventy-four cadets are inftru€ted in the military -fciences.at the 
royal expence. According to a lift of the Danifh army printed in the appendix, the 
total number of troops confifted, in 1785, of fixty-fix thoufand.nine hundred. and 
nine. ; ; 
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Navy. From theif infular fituation, the Danes have always excelled ‘as a maritime 
‘people. - In the earlier ages, when piracy was an honourable profeffion, they were-s 
race of pirates, and iffued from the Baltic to the conquelt of England and Normandy. 
And though, fince the improvement of navigation by the invention of the compats, 
other nations have rifen to a greater degree of naval eminence, ftill, however, the 
Danes, inhabiting a clufter of iflands, and poffefling a large tra& of fea-coaft, are well 
verfed in maritime affairs, and are the moft numerous, as well as the moft experienced 
failors of the North. During my ftay at Copenhagen I vifited the dock, and infpected, 
with great attention, the fleet at anchor in the harbour. 

‘The expence of building the hulk of each fhip amounted to 2ool. per gun, and to 
soool. when the veffel is completely rigged, and ready to fail, with four months’ pro- 
vifions. The greater part of the oak is procured from Germany by contraét with the 
King of Pruffia*. All the cannon, fhot, anchors and iron-work, are caft in Norway. 
The Danes procure flax, hemp, and mafts from Ruffia, and pitch and tar from Sweden 5 
they have manufadtories of cordage and fails, but not fufficient for the ufe of the fleet : 
the remainderis obtained from Ruffia and Holland. 

The greater part of the Danith navy is ftationed in the harbour ef Copenhagen, 
which hes within the fortifications: the depth of water being only twenty-feet, the 
-fhips have not their lower tier of guns on board, but take them in when they get out 
wf port. Befides large magazines, each veflel has a feparate ftorehoufe on the water’s 
edge, oppofite to which fhe is moored when in harbour, and may by this means be in- 
flantly equipped. ‘The number-of regiftered feamen is fourteen thoufand fix hundred, 
divided into two clafles; the-firft comprifes thofe inhabiting the coafts, who are allow- 
ed to engage in the fervice of merchant-fhips trading to any part of the world. Each 
receives 8s. annually from the crown as tong as he fendsa certificate of his being alive ; 
but is fubjeét to recal in cafe of war. The fecend comprehends the fixed failors, who 
are conftantly in the employ of the crown, and amount to about four thoufand, ranged 
in four divifions, or forty companies: they are ftationed at Copenhagen for the ordinary 
fervice of the navy, and work in the dock-yard. Each, when not at fea, receives 12s, 
.per month, befide a quantity of flour and other provifions; every two years a complete 
{uit of clothes, and every year breeches, ftockings, fhoes, and acap. Some are lodged 
in barracks, When they fail their pay is augmented to 20s. per month, The marine 
artillery confifts of eight hundred men, in four divifions. 

In 1779 the navy.confifted of thirty-eight fhips of the line, including nine of fifty 
guns and one of forty-four, and twenty frigates; butif we except thofe which are con. 
-demned, and.thofe which are allotted only for parade, we cannot eftimate the fleet fo 
high as twenty-four fhips of the line, and fifteen frigates, fit for fervice: a number, 
however, fully adequate to the fituation of Denmark ; and, if we include the excellence 
of the failors, it muit be efteemed as complete a navy as any in the North j. 

A fhip of ninety guns, with its full complement, carries eight hundred and fifty men, 
of feventy guns feven hundred, of fixty four guns fix hundred, of fifty guns four hun. 
dred and fifty, and a frigate of thirty-fix gunstwo hundred and fifty. Mot part of this 


* Holftein produces oaks, but not a fufficient quantity; aud they are preferved in cafe of extreme ne- 
eefity. 

+ "The author of the Voyage de Deux Francois, gives the flate of the Danifh navy in 1791. It differs 
little, as to number, from the lift in the Appendix to this volume ; and confifts of one fhip of ninety guns 5 
two of eighty: ten of feventy four; five of feventy 5 fix of fixty-four; three of fixty ; and three of fifty 5 
befides five old men of war, with eighteen frigates from forty two to twenty guus. of this number 
twelve thips of the line, and feven frigates were built lince 1774.— Voyage de Deux Frangeis, vel. i p. 84. 
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, fleet is generally moored at Copenhagen, except four or five fhips of the line in the ports 
of Norway, a frigateftationed off Elfinore, another lying off the. ifle of Funen, and a 
 fmaller vellel on the Eibe, befide a frigate or two which annually nfake a cruize. 

In 1779, the year of the armed neutrality, the northern powers fent out different ar- 
maments; that of Denmark, which was fitting outin the Ipring, confilted of ten fhips of 
the line, four frigates, and two floops of twenty guns ; and the expence of the equip- 
ment was chiefly {upplied by an additional duty of one per cent. laid on all imports, 
and half per cent. on exports. — For manning this. fleet one thoufand fixed failors were 
feleGted, three thoufand five hundred regiftered from the country, and one thoufand 
marines. . 

"The chief nurfery * for naval officers is the Academy of Marine Cadets, inilituted by 
Frederic IV. in-1701. The foundation is for fixty cadets, who are maintained and in- 
{trated in the theory of navigation at-the expence of the crown. Every year they 
make a.cruize on board a frigate. Befide the original number, other youths are ad- 
mitted, under the name of volunteers, at their own expence. ~ 
- ‘The eftablifhed religion of Denmark is the Lutheran. The hierarchy confifts of 
twelve bifhops, or fuperintendants ; fix th Denmark, four in Norway, and. two in Ice- 

‘land. ‘There is no archbifhop; but the. bifhop of Zealand, who is firft in rank, and 
the bithop of Aggerhuus, are metropolitans. 

The annual revenues of the fees are: In Denmark: Zealand 1oool.; Funen 760l.; ~ 
Aarhuus 6ool.; Aalborg 4ool.; and Ripan gool. In Norway: Chriftiana or. Ag-., 

erhuus, 46ol.; Chriftianfand 6ool.; Berghen 4ool. ; and Drontheim ool. In Ice- 
fad: Skalholt rsol, ; and Holun 150]. “Chefe two laft bifhoprics, although far in- 
ferior in nominal value to the former, are, if we take into confideration the cheapnefs 
of living in Iceland, perhaps equal in real profits to the largeft of the others. ; 

The inferior clergy are provofts or archdeacons, parith-priefts and chaplains. Each 
diocefe is divided into a certain number of diftriéts, of which the provofts have the in- 
fpeétion, and each diftri& into parts. A large parifh, befide the principal church, has 
one or more chapels of eafe. The parifh-priefts receive their falaries principally in 
glebe, tithes, and furplice fees, and in fome places from the voluntary contributions of 
the parifhioners. The profits vary in the different parts, according to the cheapnefg of 
provifions and other incidental circumftances. In Denmark the livings feldom exceed 
4ool., or fall fhort of Gol. per annum, Jutland excepted, in which peninfula there are a 
few fearcely worth 2ol. In Norway the higheft may be rated at 20ol., and the loweft 
at Gol.’ In Iceland fome parifhes fcarcely bring in 31. or 4l.a year. A clergymay’ 
widow ufually receives the whole profit of her hufband’s cure for the year scimedately 
following his deceafe, and a penfion from his fucceffor, amounting to the eighth of the 
annual income. yO 


Cuap. 1V.—Univerfity of Copenhagen.—Royal Academy of Sciences.—Royal Society for 
the Improvement of Northern Hiftory and, Languages.—Latin Schools in the Danifb Domi- 


nions. —Refearches into the Origin and ee of Icelandic Literature—Flora Danica. 
—Oeder and Muller. —Regenfufs on Shells, Fe. Fe. 


COPENHAGEN contains, among other literary inflitutions, an univerfity, andan 
academy of f{ciences. The univerfity was founded in 1479, by Chriftian I. and hae 
been augmented and amply endowed by his fucceffors ; amongit- whom Chriftian VE. 


* Lettres far le Dannemark, p. 10. 
- VOL. VI. ss was 
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was the ereatelt benefaGtor. Under that monarch the univerfity was newly modelled, 
and feveral regulations eftablifhed, which were calculated icr the encouragement and dif- 
fufion of learning. It hasa confiderable fund ; the profeflors have liberal falaries, and 
many ftadents are inftructed gratis. 
The Royal Academy of Sciences * owes its inftitution to the zeal of fix literati, 
whom Chriftian VI. in 1742, ordered to arrange his cabinet of medals. Thefe perfons, 
occafionally meeting for that purpofe, extended their defigns; affociated others who 
were eminent in feveral branches of fcience, and forming a literary fociety, employed 
themfelves in examining and explaining the hiftory and antiquities of their country. 
"Phe Count of Holftein warmly patronifed the fociety, and at his recommendation 
Chriftian VI. took it under his protection, called it the Royal Academy of Sciences, 
endowed it with a fund, and ordered the members to join to their former puriuits, na- 
tural hiftory, phyfics, and mathematics. In confequence of the royal favour, the 
members engaged with frefh zeal in their purfuits ; and the academy publifhed many 
volumes of tran{factions in the Danifh language, fome of which have been tranflated into 
Latin. : 
About the fame period a fociety for the improvement of northern hiftory and lan, 
guages was inflituted by a few perfons, at the head of whom was Langebek, ‘fincé 
greatly diftinguithed for his hiftorical publications. Thefe perfons contributed to a col- 
leGion of manufcripts, books, coins, and other literary curiofities ; and even advanced 
afum of money to fupport the expence of the eftablifhment. Many new members. 
being admitted, Chriftian VI. with his ufval zeal for letters, conftituted it, in 1746, a 
Royal Society, and affigned an apartment in the palace of Charlottenburgh for the place 

‘of meeting. This fociety has proved itfelf not rete of the royal protection ; 
having given to the world feveral publications, containing hiftorical details, titles, do- 
cuments, diplomas, rare manufcripts, and charts, which tend to throw confiderable 
light on the annals of Denmark. 

Befide the univerfities of Copenhagen and Kiel, there ‘is an academy at Soroe, two 
gymnafia at Odenfee and Altona, and a feminary for Laplanders at Berghen in Nor- 
way. There are various Latin fchools maintained at the expence of the crown 3 nine- 
teen in Denmark Proper, four in Norway, eleven in Schlefwick, fixteen in Holftein, 
and two in Iceland. ‘The largeft {chools have a recfor, or upper-matter, a corrector, or 
jower-mafter, and two or three college fehola, or affiftants : the fmalleft have only a 
xeCtor. The falaries of the mafters vary from 6el. to 200l. a year. Each parith is 
alfo provided with two or three fchools for the Danifh tongue: where children are in- 
ftruéted in reading, writing, and arithmetic. ‘Thefe country fchool-mafters have in 
general a falary of about r2l. per annum, a houfe, anda few other advantages. 

1 muft alfo mention two {chools at Copenhagen for the children of the nobility and 
gentry, who are unable to bear the expence of a liberal education ; one for boys, and 
the other for females. The fchool for boys is under the diretion of Profeflor Tref- 
chow, Chaplain of the garrifon-church at Copenhagen, a gentleman of confiderable 
ervadiion, who, conhdenng it as an atk of charity, receives no yecompence for his 
trouble.. An infpector has 6cl. per annum. The day fcholars pay only 61. a year, and 
the boarders 20l.: they learn hiftory, geography, and arithmetic, are initruéted in 


* Lettres fur le Dannemark, vol. ii. p. 53. ‘The Count of Holftein was the fir prefident; and the 
fix perfons who frit formed the defign, were John Gram, Joachim Fredertc Ramus, Chriitian Louis 
Scheid, Mare Woldikey, Eric Poutopidan, and Bernhard Moelmau. See Seripta a Soc, Haf, Edita. 
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the articles of religion, and have matters for the German, French, and Englifh lan- 


uages. 
. In general the Danifh literati have particularly turned their refearches to the hittory 
and antiquities of the north ; on which fubjects many curious works have been printed, 
and more are preparing for public infpetion, Among thofe who have greatly 
diftinguifhed themfelves in this branch of learning, mu{t be mentioned the names of 
Meurfiws, Holberg, Olaus Wormius, Pontopidan; and lately thofe of Langebek, 
Schoening *, and Suiim. : 

Among the performances lately printed on thefe topics, thofe in the Icclandic tongue 
deferve particular notice ; as they tend to throw confiderable light on the antiquities, 
hiftory and taythology of the northern nations: ‘Iceland being in the remote ages, while 
Sweden, Denmark, and Norway, wert ina flate of perpetual warfare, the repofitory of 
noythern Literature. Qn obferving fach a number of Icelandic manufcripts as are con- 
tained in the Danith libraries, Iwas greatly aftonifhed to find that Iceland; confidered 
by the antients as the Ultima Thule, or the extremity of the world, and by us as fearcely 
habitable, abounded in learning and fcience, at a time when great part of Europe was 
involved in darknefs. 

Hiftory does not afcertain the firft population of Iceland; when occupied by a co- 
lony of Norwegians in the latter end of the ninth century, it contained but few inhabi- 
tants, whofe anceftors were fuppofed to have emigrated from England or Ireland ;_ but 
whofe number was inadequate to’ refit the invaders. Afterwards other emigrants 
landing from Norway, Sweden, and Denmark, the original inhabitants were loft amid 
the {warm of new fettlers, who introduced the worfhip of Thor and Odin, and ‘all the 
rites and cuftoms which prevailed among the nations of the neighbouring continent. 
heir language was the old Gothic or Teutonic, the vernacular tongue of the Swedes, 
Danes, and Norwegians, which, on account of their infular fituation, was preferved pure 
for aconfiderable time. The alphabet was compofed of the Runic characters, only fix- 
teen in number; yet to thefe Icelanders we are indebted for almoft all the hiftorical 
monuments of the northern nations now remaining. From them fprung the Scalds, 
thofe antient bards who have tranfmitted, in their hiftorical poems, the principal events 
which happened in thefe remote quarters of the world, from the arrival of Odin to the 
introduétion of chriftianity ; a period of barbarifm and ignorance, which, without their 
labours, had been totally unknown to pofterity. Although thefe Scaldic odes blend oc. 
cafionally improbable narratives with hiftorical events; yet, as the intelligent critics 
may feparate faéts from fable, and truth from fiction ; and being the only fources of in- 
formation relative to the early affairs of the north, they miuft be confidered as valuable 
monuments of antiquity. The recital alfo of thefe compofitions, at public entertain- 
ments, before the princes whofe deeds they celebrated, and who, as well as many other 
perfous prefent, were well acquainted with the fubject of the poem, affords a collateral 


proof of their authenticity tT. 
: Some 


* Langebek, who, among other learned publications, has put forth. Scriptores Rerim Danicaruna 
Medi! Evi,’ printed at the King’s expence, was a native of Jutland, and bora in 17103 aud, after a life 
devoted to the purfuits of learning, died about 1776. . 

Schocning, the learned editor of Snorro Sturleafis Hiforia, and many other interefting works, was born 
at Schatnas in Norway, in 1722, and died ia «778 | .'The curious reader, who is defirous of further infor- 
mation on this fubjeét, will find an ample detail of the lives and writ of thefe two indefatigable anti« 

i ices to the fourth and fifth volumes of the Scripteres Rerum Danicarum, which publica~ 


quaries, in the prefa t 
tion is continued by Mr. Sulim, with the fame diligence and accuracy thar diltinguifhed the judicious 


Langebek. 
+ Snorro Sturefon, who drew from thefe Scaldic odes many materials for his Chronicle of the Kings of 


Norway, thus {peaks of them : = 
7 P s$ 2 © Precipre 
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Some of thefe odes were written in Runic characters*, the far greater part, how. . 
ever, were only configned to memory ; but on the introdudtion of chriftianity into Ice- 
land, in the latter ehd of the ninth century t, the Runic letters were exchanged for the 
Roman alphabet: fchools were founded ; the love of fcience, which had in fome degree 
maintained itfelf, even when the inhabitants were in a ftate of paganifm, revived with 
frefh vigour, antient poems were collected, many chronicles digefted into a regular 
form, and the traditions of pagan theology refcued from oblivion. The Icelanders 
poffeffed feveral hiftorians, long before a fingle annalift appeared among the nations from 
whom they were defcended. Their authors Iflief, Are, and Semund, who flourifhed 
in the eleventh century, preceded Saxo-Grammaticus and Sueno, the earlieft of the 
Danifh, Swedifh, or Norwegian writers. . 

It would be an interefting fpeculation in the theory of mankind, to afcertain, “ how 
it came to pafs that a people difjoined from the reft of the world, few in number, de. 
prefled by poverty, and fituated in fo unfavourable a climate, fhould be capable, in thofe 
dark ages, of manifefting fuch a tafte for literature. - Were we better informed of 
certain particulars relating to the ftate of the north during thofe remote ages, we 
might pofhibly find the caufe of this phenomenon, either in the poverty of the inha- 
bitants of Iceland, which drove them to feek their fortunes in the neighbouring coun. 
tries, or in the fuccefs of their firft bards at foreign courts, which excited their emula- 
tion, and at the fame time prepoffeffed ftrangers in their favour ; or laftly, in the na- 
ture of their republican government, in which the talent of oratory, and the reputation 
of fuperior fenfe and capacity, are the dire&t roads to dignity, refpett, and preferment{.” 
To thefe caufes may perhaps be joined the political tranquillity of Iceland; amid the 
civil commotions that convulfed the neighbouring nations, the inhabitants had fufficient 
Teifure.for literary occupations; and fome' may be induced to add the nature of their 
climate, which obliged them to feek for fome relief againft the tedioufnefs of long 
nights.and continued darknefs {. 7 

But to return to the Icelandic authors. The moft antient hiftorian was Iflief, bifhop 
of Skalholt : he was fon of Giffur Albus, a perfon of great diftin@ion in Iceland, and 
defcended from the antient kings of Denmark, who confiderably promoted the eftab- 











“ Preecipue carmina famus fecuti, que coram ipfis principibus aut eorum filtis funt decantata, vera re- 
putantes omnia, que iftis in carminibus decorum geftis aut bellis memoriz funt prodita. More quidem 
, Skaldi eft receptum, pracipue laudare, cui miniftrant. Aft nemo facile auderet, coram ipfo prineipe, lau- 
des et faéta cantare, quz tam ipfe quam alii prefentes fcirevit mera efle figmenta. Hoc dedecori‘non laudi 
effet.’ See Preface to Schoening’s edition of Snorro Sturlenfis, p. 12. note.- 

* «Though we have no reafon to believe they were cnt upon ftones, as was practifed among us, (no Ru- 
nic ftones having been found there, whofe age reaches to the times of paganifm) they ufed, however, to 
{eratch them on their bucklers, and fometimes on their ceilings and walls; and the Laxdaela Saga makes 
mention of one Olof of Hiardarhult, who had a large houfe built, on the beams and rafters of which remark- 
able ftories are faid to have been marked, in the fame manner es Thorkil Hake cut an account of his own 
deeds on his bedftead and chair.”” Letterson Iceland, p. +58. : 

+ Inthe Kriftni Saga, the introdution of chriflianity into Iceland is thus related: « ‘Thorwaldus, a per~ 
fon of fome diftinGion in Iceland, the mhabitants of which were all idolaters, happening to travel through 
Saxony, commenced acquaintance with a certain bifhop, whofe name was Frederic; and being inftruéted by 
him in the Chriftian do€trines, was baptized. He then prevailed upon the bifhop to return with him to 
Iceland, in order to convert the natives to chriftianity. And asthe bifhop was ignorant of the language, 
Thorwaldus, receiving inftru€tion, preached to the people, aad many were baptized This event, which 
laid the firft foundation of the Gofpel in leeland, happened in the year 930." Sce Kriftni Saga, p. 3, &c. 

y Northern Antiquities, vol. i. p- 392. 

q Ipfi in defoffis fpecubus fecura fub alta 

Otia agunt terra — 
WWic poem ludo ducunt. Vire. Georg. LET. 276. 
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lifhment of chriftianity. Iflief was born in 1006; and, having received the firft rndi- 
ments of learning from his father, was fent, in the fixteenth year of his age, into Saxony, 
for the purpofe of completing his’ education, and made rapid advances in feveral 
branches of knowledge *. Being ordained prieft, he returned to Iceland; fixed his re- 
“fidence at Skalholt, where his father had erefted a church, and preached the Gofpel 
with fervent and perfuafive eloquence. Iflief was the firft native bifhop of Iceland: he 
was raifed to that dignity in the fiftieth year of his age, at the requeft of the inhabitants, 
by particular defire of the Emperor Henry III. and during the pontificate of Leo IX. 
He was confecrated by the Archbifhop of Béemen, on the fixth of January 1056; and 
returning the fame year to Iceland, fixed the feeat Skalholt, where he continued until his 
death, which happened in-108o, in the feventy fifth year of his age. Iflief is defcribed 
as a perfon of a dignified afpect, affable, juft, and upright in all his ations, liberal and 
beneficent, though, from the fcantinefs of his income, frequently expofed to extreme 
penury. The fame of his learning and piety being widely diflufed, many foreign 
bifhops vifited Iceland, for the purpofe of receiving his inftru€tions ; and his memory 
was fo highly revered among his countrymen, that his name was elteemed.{fynonimaus 
to fanctity and erudition, He married Dalla, daughter of Thorwal, by whom he had 
three fons, all celebrated for their talents and knowledge; but particularly Giflur, who- 
fucceeded his father in the bifhopric, and inherited his zeal for the propagation of the 
Gofpel, and. the promotion of Jearning. Iflief guarded again{t the decline of literature 
in Iceland, by affiduoufly infru€ting many pupils, fome of whom became eminently. 
diftinguifhed, and two were advanced to the epifcopal-dignity. He was well verfed in 
the hiftory of the north, and compiled feveral annals,,which, though now loft,.furnithed 
materials for the chronicles of the earlieft Icelandic authors, whofe works are extant 
T allude to Are, furnamed the Sage, who was educated by Teitus, fon of Iflief; Sa-- 
mund Sigfurfon, for his great erudition.denominated Polyhiftor, and-Snorro Sturlefor, 
‘ftyled by his learned editor, the Herodotus of the north ;. all of whom immediately fuc- 
ceeded Ifief, and wrote on the hiftory. of Norway. 

Many fubfequent annalifts made their appearance, of whom.it would be fuperfuous 
to give an account. Several of their writings, compofed in.the Icelandic tongue, have 
been given-to the public,.fome printed in Iceland +, others-in Sweden; but the greater 
part in Denmark, accompanied with Swedith, Danith, or Latin tranflations t. The moft 
important of thefe publications is a folio edition of the chronicle of Snorro, printed at 
Copenhagen in 1778, accompanied with a life of the author. He was born in 1178, 
received his education, and completed his ftudies in Iceland ;. became chief magiftrate 
of the country, and waskilled in an infurreGion in 1241,.in the fixty-third year of ‘his 
age. According to his-biographer, he was an excellent poet, an accurate hiltorian, a 
fkilful lawyer, a proficient: in the Greek and Latin tongues, and not ignorant of ma- 
thematics and mechanics §.. From his chronicle, ‘Torfzeus, the late annalift of the north, 


* This account of Iiltef I have-extraéted from Kriftai Saga, p. 106 to 109, 130 to.141.. Hungervaka 
Saka, p. 1g to 25. : 

+ fn Erol sactea us, that printing was introduced into Iceland hy John (or Jonas) Arefon, bifhop 
of lun ; that John Mathieffon, a Swede, was the firft printer; and that the frit book was the Breviart- 
um Nidarofienfe, printedin 1531-at Holua. He adds, that new-types were brought thither in 15745 and~ 
that the Icelandic bible was printed in 1584. See Letters on Iceland, py 12. 

$ Fora lift of the Icelandic authors, fee Preface to Annales Biornornis de Skardla, p. 5: North, Aat, 
i: p. §2. et paffim, Letters on Iceland, letter xiv. The library of the Britifl: Mafeam contains about one 
hundred and eighty Icelandic manufcripts. See Ayicough’s catalogue of the manuferipts of the Britith 
Mufeum, p. 890, | : § Preface, p ix. ‘ 
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chiefly dvew the materials for his Hiftory of Norway, and he acknowledges himfelf 
more indebted to Snorro than to any other writer. 

From the fourteenth century, hiftory and-letters gradually declined in Iceland, and 
ag involved in the fame darknefs which had overfpread Europe. The reformatien, 
nh was introduced in the middle of the fixteenth century, occafioned the revival of 
ce. Although there never have been wanting among the inhabitants men of con- 
fiderable learning, yet, as knowledge has widely diffufed itfelf in Sweden and Denmark 
under the protection of their fovereigns, thefe kingdoms have become greatly en- 
lightened, and Iceland is no longer the fole repofitory of northern genivs *. 

Although the Danifh literati have diredled their chief attention to hiftory and anit. 
quities ; yet they have by no means been deficient in the ftudy of nature. 

Frederic V., the late King of Denmark, a munificent patron of the fciences, founded, 
in 1753, a botanical garden, intended principally to facilitate a liberal defien of giving 
a complete hiltory, and engravings of all the native plants in the Danifh dominions t,, 
‘She fuperintendance of this garden, (with a ftipend,) and afterwards the profetiorfhip 
of botany in the Royal Academy of Copenhagen, were conferred on Mr. Ocder, who 
~ was chofen to conduct the work. In profecution of this defign, he vifited at the King’s 

expence various parts of Denmark and Norway, and began the publication in 1762. 

"The Flora Danica was intended to contain, in the folio form, figures of all the in- 
digenous plants of Denmark, Norway, thofe of the duchies of Slefwick and Holftein, 
and of many from Iceland; a traét of country extending more than fixteen degrees, 
between the fifty-fourth degree of latitude and the North Cape. A hiftory of all thefe 
aes in o@tavo, was alfo promifed ; but this part of the plan has not yet been com- 
pleted. : 

Of this Flora Danica, a number, or fe/ciculus, containing fixty plates, was intended 
to be annually publithed; the firft came forth in 1762, but, according to the ufual 
fate of periodical undertakings of fuch confiderable extent, feveral caufes have retarded 
its regular progrefs, and the fifteenth fa/ciculus only, completing the number of nine 
hundred plates, or five volumes, made its appearance in 1782. This work may be 
purchaled either coloured or plain. ‘The names of the plants are not engraved on the 
plates; neither from the nature of the fubjec could any regular method or fyftem be 
obferved. ‘he plants are feparately figured; each engraving contains one plant only, 
except in thofe of the clafs Cryptogamia, where, in fome inftances, feveral are given in 
the fame plate. Prefixed to each fafciculus is a nomenclature, with the Linnzan names, 
a few felect fynonyms, and an account of the places of growth. As often as the fize 
will admit, the plant is exhibited in the natural magnitude; in others, a branch only, 
and in moft inftances, the parts of fructification are feparately delineated ; an article in- 
difpenfable to botanical accuracy. In fome of the larger plants, befide the branch of 
the natural fize, the whole is given on a reduced feale; bat it muft be confefled, that 
this part of the defign is the lealt meritorious; happily it docs not often occur. 

The twelfth fa/ciculus, in 1777, was accompamted with an index of all the plants 
already engraved, or intended to be contained in this work ; by which it appears, that 









* Tam chiefly indebted for information upon the literary hiftory of Iceland to Mallet’s North. A 
tranfleted by Dr. Percy, Bilhop of Dromore 5 Von Troil’s Letters on Iceland, tranflated by Voriters 
NYorfei Hii, Norw.; Snorro Sturlenfis Hilt. Regum Norw, 5 and the feveral publications of the Icc- 
landic writers printed at Copenhagen. 

+ This account of the Flora Danica, and of Mefirs. Ceder and Muller, was chiefly commu 
me by Dr. Pulteney, to whom 1 have been fo repeatedly obliged. 








ted to 
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the whole runber will nearly amount to one thoufand eight hundred fpecies; of which 

more than five hundred and feventy are of the clafs Cryptogamia, or that which con- 

tains the ferns, moffes, alge, and fungi. ‘That any curious perfons, yet unacquainted 

4 this work, may judge how far it might be fubfervient to their knowledge of Eng. 

lith botany, it may be added, that out of nine hundred and eighty fpecies already figured 
inthe fifteen firft fa/ciculi, more than feven hundred are {pontaneou!ly produced in 
Britain. 

Magnificent and accurate as this work is, and though,conduéted at the King’s ex- 
pence, truth will not be offended by aflerting, that the execution of it is ll inferior to 
a performance of the fame kind now publifhing in England, at the rifk of an individual. 
T allude to Curtis’s Flora Londinenfis; which, for the magnitude of the plates, the nice 
difcrimination and figures of the frudtification, has not been paralleled by any other’ 
publication of fuch fcope and defign: nor is the merit of the Flora Londinenfis confined 
to the accurate elegance of the plates; it contains a minute defcription of each plant, 
and is enriched by {cientific, ufeful, and ceconomical obfervations, either extracted from 
the belt writers, or derived from the extenfive knowledge of its author. It is but juf- 
tice to add, that the minute plants of the clafs Cryptogamia, in the delineation of which 
the Flora Danica is extremely deficient, are figured with-the utmoft exatinefs by Mr. 
Curtis, who introduced to the Englith botanift five new fpecies of agarici*. 

- Chrittian Oeder, to whom, through the liberality of his monarch, we are indebted 
for the Flora Danica, was the pupil and friend of the celebrated Haller, under whom 
he was educated at Gottingen. According to Dr. Nugent’s account of Oeder f, he 
vifited England in his younger days, and acquired a great knowledge of the language. 
Whilft ftudent at Gottingen, he tranflated all the Englifh treatifes for a Latin edition 
of Dr. Mead’s works, which Haller publifhed in 2 vols, 8vo, in 1748, The fucceeding © 

year he took his doétor’s degree in phyfic, and wrote, on that occafion, a thefis, which 

Haller calls “ Dodfa Differtatio contra Revulfionem 8&9 Derivationem.” In 17 53, at which 

period he was fettled at Copenhagen, the Royal Academy of Sciences: at Gottingen 

named him a correfpondent member ; and foon after he was made fuperintendant of 
the botanincal garden at Copenhagen, and profeflor of botany. In 1752, Oeder pre- 
fided at the public difputation of Dr. Peter Afcanius, and took that occafion to «write on 
irritability ; a fubje&t on which the experiments and obfervations of his great mafter had 

drawn the attention of anatomifts and phyficians. . 

Havitig performed many journies into the different provinces of Denmark, accompa- 
nied by a draughtfman, and colle&ted great materials for the intended Flora, he pub- 
lithed, in 1762, the firlt fa/ciculus; and in 1764, asa part of his plan, his Elements 
of Botany, in 8vo. This work exhibits a profound knowledge of the fubjeét ;“and the 
author has given the outlines of a new method of arrangement, adapted only to the 
plants of Europe. The fecond volume of the Elements was printed in 1766; and is 
embeliifhed with fourteen excellent plates, explanatory of the techinal part of his fubject. 

His fyitem was intended to comprife eight claffes: 1. Cryptanthere ; 2. Monocotyle- 

dones'; 3 Amentacea ; 4. Incomplete ; 5. Calycarpe ; 6. Calycanthetne ; 7. Monopetala 5. 

igciaig. Of this fyftem the author has only exemplified the firft clafs, which he 

d in a feparate volume in 1770, in 8vo.; and in which are method cally ar- 








* A, Oftreatus; Plycatalis; Glutinofus; Floccofus; Velutipes—Mr. Curtis‘ publifhed only two vo- 

dd work, which has been interrupted by his death, which happened in 1799. 

is through Germany,. vol, i. 

; ranged 
’ 
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ranged one thoufand two hundred.and thirty-nine fpecies, with the fpecific names, from 

Dillenius, Haller, and Linneeus. : ; : 

It is greatly to be regretted, that-this ingenious naturalift has been called from the 

ths of feience by an appointment to an. office in the treafury, where he has fhewn him- 

telf no lefs, qualified to excel in the civil line. - Ot : 

‘+ After the publication of the eleventh fa/ciculus in 1775, the further profecufion of the 
work was committed to the care of Dr. Otto Frederic Muller, a gentleman who after- 
wards gave to the public feveral valuable {pecimens of his knowledge in natural hiftory ; 
particularly a curious work under the title of Hifforia Vermium; another under that of 
Zoolegie Danica Prodromus; and engaged, under the higheft patronage, in publifhing 
the figures of all the rarer animals of the kingdom of Denmark, under the title of Zco- 
logiea Danicd Icones, of which two fa/ciculi made their appearance *. - ; 
- In fpeaking of the publications on natural hiftory, it would be unpardonable to omit 
the moft {plendid work of the kind ever produced in any nation, It is a collection of 
rare fhells, in 2 vols. folio, engraved and coloured by Francis Michael Regenfufs at the 
royal expence. The firft volume contains a fhort account of the colledtions of “natural 
hiftory, and particularly of fhells, in Denmark; a preliminary difcourfe on conchology, 
with 4 detail of the authors who have written on'the fubjeét, and their different {yf- 

"tems, and feventy-eight complete and delicately coloured figures, in twelve plates, ‘ 
accompanied with fcientific defcriptions in the Latin, French, and German languages |. 

‘Yhe Kings of Denmark have oceafionally deputed, and fill continue to fend, at their 
expence, men of learning not only through their own territories, but to various parts 
of the globe, for the purpofe of extending the bounds of knowledge. : ‘ 

Langebek travelled through. the Danifh dominions and Sweden, with a view to col- 
Je€t documents, charters, and other ftate papers, relative to.the ancient hiftory of the 
‘North ; gad Schoening for the fame purpofe, at the expence of Prince Frederic. Among 
others employed in the execution of the fame plan, Dr. Moldenhauer, a gentleman of 
various and profound erudition, vifited England, France, and Spain, where he examined‘ 
the libraries for oriental and claffical manufcripts. —” 

But the literary expedition which refledts the higheft honour on the crown of Den- 
mark, and holds up an example to other fovereigns, was begun in 1761, under the 
aufpices of Frederic V. who, at the fuggeltion of the late Count Bernfdorf, difpatched - 
four perfons t, eminently verfed in different branches of feience, to Arabia; of which 
curious and interefting journey Niebuhr, the only furvivor, has publifhed a much efteem- 
ed account §. ~ : : 

‘There are two libraries at Copenhagen belongifg to the King, a private and a pub- 
‘fic, both in the apartments of the palace. The private library contains twenty thou- 
fand volumes; the public one hundred and ten thoufand, ,and feven thoufand manu- 








* Since the death of Dr. Muller, who completed only the fifteenth fa/ciculus, the Flora Danica has been 
continued by profefor Vabl, well known from his Symbcle Botanica, or defeription of plants colleéted by 
Forfkal during his journey into the Eaft, to which are added others feen by the profeffor himfelf in the 
fouth of Europe, and in Africa, ‘The fame author has enriched botanical fcience by a defcription of Ame+ 
rican plants not before known, ina work entitled Ecloge Americana. $ 

4. Choix de Coquillages Gravées. " 

} Frederic Chiiftian Haven for oriental languages ; Forfkal and Dr. Cramer for natural hiftory ; Nie- 
‘yuhe for hiftory and geography: they were accompanied by a draught{man, 

§ Befchreibung von Arabien; Reife Befchreibung nach Arabien, &c. in 3 vols. This work -has been 
tranflated into the French language. Defeprition de l’Arabie. They departed from Copenhagen in 
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feripts. Among the manufcripts are many Perfian and Arabic, brought from Arabia 

by Niebuhr. Among’ thofe of the claflics, I obferved a beautiful Cicero’s Rhetoric on 

vellum, and-a no lefs beautiful Virgil on vellum, of the eleventh century, which has 

been collated by the learned Heyne of Gottingen for his excellent edition of the Roman 
oet. 

This colleétion is extremely rich in Icelandic books, and in all publications relative 
to the antiquities and hiftory of the three northern kingdoms, The art of typography 
muft have been introduced late into Denmark; as the earlieft book printed at Co- 
penhagen is Skanfky Logh, or King Waldemar’s Law of Scania, which bears the date 
of 1505. : 

The library of Count Thott, probably the largeft private colleGtion in Europe, con 
tains one hundred and ten thoufand volumes, afd above five thoufand manuferipts. It 
is as remarkable for the rarity as for the number of the books, and is particularly rich 
in the palaographia, or early printed books, of which there are above two thoufand of 
the fifteenth century *. 

Mr. Suhm’s collection deferves alfo to be vifited by the lover of letters. It contain- 
ed, 1785, fifty thoufand volumes collected: by himfelf; it abounds with hiltorical and 
topographical publications in all languages, particularly thofe which relate to the anti- - 
quities.and hiftory of northern Europe, the favourite objet of his refearches. He pof- 
feffes alfo many curious manufcripts in the Greek and Oriental languages, particularly 
thofe which belonged to the celebrated Reifkius, for the purchale of which he gave 
the widow an annuity of gol. This library is open every morning from nine to eleven, 
for the ufe and infpediion of men of letters, and the ftudents of the univerfity. _ 

Suhm is juftly confidered one of the moft learned men in Denmark, in regard to the 
hiftory and antiquities of the north. He has given to the public feveral works-on thefe 
fubjects, much efteemed for profoundnefs'and accuracy of refearch: among others, on . 
the Origin of Nations in general; on the Origin of the Northern Nations; concefn- 
ing Odin, and the Mythology of the Northern Nations; on the Emigrations of the 
Northern Nations, 2 vols.; Critical Hiftory of Denmark, 2 vols. ; Hiftory of Den- 
mark. : is : és 
Cuar. V.—Prefentation tathe Prince Royal.—Revolution in the Adminiftration fected by 
: His Royal Highne/s. 


JULY 16th, 1784. Ina private audience of the Prince Royal; [had the honour - 
of prefenting the firft edition of my Travels in Poland, Ruffia, Sweden, and Denmark. 
His Royal Highnefs converfed with me for a confiderable time; and by his queftions and 
remarks, gave ftrong figns of a comprehenfive mind, and of a difpofition formed for ~ 
government. I could not avoid admiring a Prince, who, at the age of: fixteen, acted 
with fo much firmnefs, fecrecy, and difcretion; and who lately effected a change in the 
adminiftration of this kingdom, no lefs by his own prudence and courage, than by the 
advice and affiftance of his friends. 

Since the imprifonment and exile of Matilda, the whole power was vefted in the 
Queen-dowager Juliana-Maria; and the adminiftration, which oftenfibly carried on 

_ the public affairs, was fubfervient to her views, and to thofe of her fon Prince Fre- 
deric. ; 


* This curious and valuable collection, fince the death of Count Thott, has been fold by auction; the 
catalogue confitts of feveral volumes, and is a defirable aequifition to the literati. 
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i 
By means of his coufin, the Queen-dowager, the King of Pruflia * gradually acquired 
an almoft abfolute fway in the cabinet of Denmark; and direéted the foreign affairs in 

. fubferviency to the views of the French court, and in oppofition to the interefts of Eag- 
dand. Count Bernfdorf, prime-minifter, being the only perfon in the Danith miniftry 
who ventured to oppofé the French and Pruiian party, his difmiffion was refolved in 
the cabinets of Verfailles and Berlin; and his conduét, with regard to the armed neu- 
trality, furnifhed an opportunity to effect their purpofe. : 

_ The King of Pruffia having prevailed on the reigning party to accede to the armed 
neutrality, a meafure fo hoftile to the interefis of England, Count Bernfdorf, though 
unable to prevent the meafure, had yet fufficient addrefs to infert an article in the treaty, 
that Denmark thould maintain its former alliances. ; 

This condu& gave great: difguft to the King of Pruffia; and Prince Ferdinand of 
Brunfwick was fent to offer Bernfdorf, that he fhould be continued in the office of 
prime-minifter, if he would agree to the armed neutrality without the aforefaid ftiptila- - 
tion; but to threaten him with inftant difmiffion if he perfevered in maintaining that 
point. Bernfdorf, nobly difdaining to hold his office on fuch difhonourable terms, was 
difmiffed from his employments, and retired into Germany 3.: andhie-temoval gave yn 
limited {cope to the Pruffian party, which governed the Queen-dowager. ce 

Guldberg, formerly profeflor of the academy of Soroe, and preceptor to Prince Fre- 
deric, was the perfon in whom the Queen-dowager confded; and in the eapacity of 
private fecretary to the King, was the fecret, though not the oftenfible minifter. A 
change was alfo introduced in the ufual mode of .ifluing the royal; mandates, which fe- 
cured to the Queen-dowager and her party the moft abfolute fway. : 

Previous to this change, the general affairs of government were tranfa¢ted in the 
privy-council, confifting of as many members as the King chofe to appoint; all parti- 
cular bufinefs was carried through the different boards of finance, marine, and com- 
merce, and the King always figned the decrees and ediéts feparately from each board. 

To extend their influence and authority, the feigning party introduced a kind of 
private cabinet, in which the royal orders were iffued exclufively of the feveral boards. 
By this means the privy-cquncil became little more than a cypher; the refpective | 
boards were only employed in fulfilling the King’s orders; and, as the King himfelf 
was incapable of governing, the Queen-dowager, who had poffeflion of his perfon, 
could obtain his fignature on all occafions, and was, in effeét, fovereign without con- 
troul, : : 

Nothing could alter this {tate of affairs, but the admiflion of the Prince into the privy- 
council; and as, according-to the laws of Denmark, he could not be fworn a mem- 
ber until he had been confirmed and taken the facrament ; and as, in order to-be con- 
firmed, he was to undergo a public examination, the governing party contrived to de- 
lay that ceremony, under the pretence that-he was not fufficiently inftructed in the ar- 
ticles of religion. Reports were induitrioufly circulated, and as readily, believed, by 
thofe whofe intereft it was to. believe them, that the Prince’s abilities were extremely 
moderate. And, although it was ufual for the Prince-royal to be confirmed, and take 
his feat in the privy-council at thirteen, yet this ceremony: was repeatedly poftponed 
jong after he had reached that age. : 

When the. Prince had nearly attained his fixteenth year, they could not venture to 
delay his confirmation, but as the fatal hour approached, every precaution which pru- 
dence or art couldfuggeft was taken to gain the Prince,and continue the powerin the fame 


* Frederic the Second. : 
hands, 
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hands. For this purpofe, his governor, Gencral Likfted, who was not beloved by his 
royal pupil, w4a-difmiffed ; and Sporen, his preceptor, and fuppofed to be his favourite, 
appointed fecretary of the cabimet. A new privy-council was noninafed, confifting 
almoft entirely of the queen-dowager’s creatures, in v hich Guldberg had the prinei- 
pal fway. Every thing feemed to bend.before the Quecn-dowager, the Prince coffe 
revolution as fingular as it was unexpected. ; 

On the 4th of April 1784, the Prince was confirmed in the royal chapel of Coper- 
hagen, in the prefence of the King end court. According to the cultom of the Lu- 
theran church, he underwent a previous examination by the King’s c! aj i 
continued above an hour; and the Prince replied to every queftion in a iv: 
ner; fufficiently proving, from the readinefs and perfpicuity of his anfwers, th 
ports of his incapacity were malicious and unfounded. He {poke in a loud, clear, manly 
tone of voice, with a dignity and propriety which aftonifhed the aflembly ; and repeated 
the oath, to continue true to the eftablifhed church, in fo feeling.a manner, as drew 
tears from the eyes of many who were prefent. : 

Having, on a fubfequent occafion, received the facrament, he was admitted into the 
privy-council ; and on the morning of the r4th of April, took the accuflomed oath. 
About five in the afternoon, the Prince and members of the new privy-council affem- 
bled for the firft time in the King’s prefence. Steman, who was at the head of the 
treafury, was going to propofe the ordinary bufinefs of the day, but was interrupted by 
the Prince ; turning to the King, His Royal Highnefs thanked his majefty for his educa- 
tion, and remonftrated againft many abufes in the late adminiftration of affairs, particu- 
larly on the irregular mode of iffuing orders from the cabinet, and not from the dif-. 
ferent boards of government. He then faid, ‘‘ Confcious of my own inexperience, I 
cannot advife your majefty for the glory of the crown, or the advantage of the nation, - 
unlefs the privy-council confifts of thofe perfons who poffefs my-confidence, and the 
confidence of the people. But, in the prefent inftance, neither myfelf nor the nation 
can place any confidence in the perfons now in power; I therefore requeft your ma- 
jefty to diffolve the prefent privy-council, and to appoint in their place Count Bernf- 
dorf, and fuch other perfonsas I take the liberty of recommending. I hope and truft 
that your majefty will iffue an order, that no edi& fhall be valid unlefs counterfigned 
by me.”’ * At the conclufion of thefe words, which he uttered with great firmnefs and 
moderation, he laid the appointment of the new privy-council before the King, and 
entreated him to fign it. 

All the members (except Baron Schach Rathlow, who alone was acquainted with the 
Prince’s determination) were fo petrified with aftonifhment, as to be incapable of 
making any refiftance. But when the King appeared to hefitate, one of the members 
rofe, and faid, “* Sir, His Majefty cannot fign fuch papers without due confideration,” 
and endeavoured at the fame time to fnatch them from the Prince’s hand. The Prince 
replied with fome warmth, but with great dignity, “ Sir, it is not your bufinefs to ad- 
vife His Majefty on fuch occafions, but mine, who am heir apparent, and refponfible to 
the nation for my condué ;”’ and again tendering the papers to the King, His Majefty 
inftantly figned them. The papers were fent by a confidential meffenger to the chancery, 
and regiftered accordingly. 

The privy-council being thus diffolved on the firft time of their affembling in the 
King’s prefence, the Prince himfelf announced the change to the Queen-dowager in 
terms of high refpect. : 

Throughout the whole tranfaction, the conduét of the young Prince was remarkable 
for adifcretion and fecrecy extremely uncommon in a perfon of his age. Being difcon- 
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tented with the Queen-dowager, he had firft entered into a fecret correfpondence with 

. Count Bernfdort, continued his intercourfe near two years, fometimes by letters, and 
fometimes by meflages, and received from him inftru@tions in what manner to proceed, 
While engaged in this bufinefs, he entered into another correfpondence with Schach 
Rathlow, who had the principal fhare in procuring the difmiffion of Count Beraflorf, 
but was now difpleafed with the perfons in power, and made private offers to the Prince, 
without being acquainted with his fecret correfpondence with Bernfdorf. The Prince 
carried on this double intrigue under the direction of Count Bernfdorf, in whom he 
implicitly confided, without being fufpetted by his preceptor Sporen, or by his governor, 
General Eikfted, and even lulled the fufpicions of the Queen-dowager : ‘her Majelty, in 
a converfation which fhe held with him about a week before the event, taxed him with 
holding a fecret correfpondence ; to which he returned an evafive anfwer with fuch un- 
concern and ferenity, that he entirely removed her fufpicions, 

Thusa boy, not fixteen years of age, duped. veterans in court-intrigues, by pretending 
to be entirely friendly to the Queen-dowager’s party, and to acquielce in the nomina- 
tion of the new privy-council, at the moment he was determined to remove them. And 
although the projeét was entrufted to above ten perfons, yet not one of them betrayed 
the fmalleft fymptom which could create fufpicion. : é 

Every meafure which prudence diated -was adopted on this important occafion, 
General Hut had affembled the guards in order to force the privy-council to compliance, 
fhould the members make any oppofition; and the governor of the citadel was prepared 
to admit the Prince within the fortrefs, if affairs had not turned out to his wifhes, Fors 
tunately the courage and addrefs of the Prince, and the popularity of his caufe, rendered 
thefe precautions unneceffary. 

The Prince treated with great mildnefs all thofe perfons whom he removed from their 
places. He conferred on the ex-minifter Guldberg, a penfion of so00* rix-dollars, 
and appointed him governor of Aarhus, a fpecies of honourable banifhment. He no- 
minated Steman governor of Haderfleben; affured him, he was convinced of the fide. 
lity with which he had difcharged his office of treafurer, adding, that if he could not 
fufficiently reward him, he would amply provide for his children. 

The chief perfons who acted as the Prince’s confidants, and who have fince filled the 
principal offices in court and ftate, were M. de Schach Rathlow, Count Bernfdorf, 
Count Shimmelman, General Hut, and M. de Bulow, then gentleman of the bed-cham- 
ber, and now marfhal of the Prince’s court. 

The only foreigner who is fuppofed to have had any knowledge of the tranfaction, 
was Mr. Eliiot, who had repaired to Copenhagen from Berlin in the capacity of Britith 
envoy ; and the King of Great Britain was the firft fovereign to whom the Prince-royal 
communicated his fuccefs. 


Cuap. Vi.—Excurfion to Hirfoolm, Fredericfborg, Fricdenfoerg, and Fredericfwerk. 


THE fhortnefs of my ftay at Copenhagen during my firft tour, and the earlinefs of 
the feafon, prevented me from making excurfions in the environs of Copenhagen. My 
fecond tour in 1784, having afforded me an opportunity of gratifying my curiofity, 1 
made an agreeable expedition to the palaces of Hirfholm, Fredericlborg, Friedentberg, 

- and to the iron founderies of Fredericfwerk. ‘ 


* Ioock, 


Tlirfholm. 
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Firfhoim, a royal palace begun by Chriftian the Sixth, and finifhed by his qneen, 
Chriftina Sophia, is a large quadrangular building of brick, ftuccoed white, furround- 
ed by a moat, and placed in a low and marfhy fituation. The {nite of apartments is 
princely, but almoft without furniture, as they have not been inhabited fince the im- 
prifonment and exile of Queen Matilda, who made it her favourite refidence. The 
dining-room isa large apartment, and remarkable for a set d’eau, and twelve fountains, 
{pouting from the fides. The gardens are formal, and full of jets d’eau. The place 
is fo entirely neglected, that the court.yard is over-run with weeds, and the moat is a 
green mantled pool. Orders were lately received to put the palace in repair for the: 
refidence of the Prince-royal, who difplays an affectionate attachment to the memory of: 
his mother. 

In the gardens is a fummer-houfe, which ferved as a temporary theatre for the di- 
verfion of Queen Matilda, and her company ; and in another part is a wooden building. 
called a Norway-houfe, containing landfcapes of Norway in relief, and imitations of 
rocks, with wooden cottages perched on them, and wooden roads. Near this building . 
the walks are not unpleafantly carried through the grounds in the Englith ftyle. 

The road from Hirfholm to Fredericfborg winds agreeably, through a beautiful and 
undulating country, richly clothed with forefts of beech, birch, and oak, and enlivened: 
by fmall lakes in the receffes of the wood. : 

Fredericfborg was built by Chriitian the Fourth, and was fo called in honour of. his- 
father Frederic the Second. It is an enormous and motley pile of building, partly: 
of red brick, and partly of ftone, partly Gothic, and partly in the Grecian ftyle of are. - 
chiteGure. It is built round three courts, each of which is furrounded by moats,. and 
joined by bridges, The principal fagade is full of niches, containing bad ftatues. In 
the inner court are two ftories of feven arches, con{truéted with ftone painted black, 
and pillars of dark Norwegian marble. ‘This appendage contra(ting with the red brick 
produces a ftrange effect ; while a profufion of gilding and mafly fculpture disfigures 
rather than adorns the building. 

‘The fituation, on the banks of a frnall lake, is not unpleafant. The palace contains 
a large colleClion of pictures, in great confufion, among which I obferved a-few not 
unworthy of notice. The crucifixion of our Saviour, by Andreas Peters, a.Danith 
painter, in the reign of Chriftian the Fourth ; three brought from Italy, by- Frederic 
the Fourth; Saul and David, after the death of Goliath, by an unknown hand; Abra- 
ham and Melchifedec, by Caravaggio, difplaying the long contraft of light-and fhade,. 
and that vulgar nature which charaéterizes the works of that capricious painter; Jo- 
nas preaching to the Ninevites, by Salvator Rofa, the figures as large as life, and in the 
grand ftyle of that great mafter; feveral tolerable paintings of. the Flemith {chool, 
chiefly {criptural fubjedts. 

One of the apartments contains a fuite of the imaginary portraits of the kings of 
Denmark, before the converfion of the Danes to the chriftian religion. In another I 
obferved the whole length figures of the kings of Denmark of the houfe of Oldenburgh 
beginning with Chriltian the Firft, and ending with. Chriftian the Fifth, all originals, 
Of thefe the portrait of Chriftian the Second is the moft ftriking, as it exhibits a fine ex- 
preffion of that melancholy, feverity, and cruelty, which formed a prominent feature in 
the character of that deteftable tyrant. A head of his queen Ifabella, filter of the Em-. 
peror Charles the Fifth, reminded me of her mild and amiable qualities ; of the meek. 
nefs and patience, and yet dignity, with which fhe fupported the. harfhnefs and infideli. 
ties of her obdurate hufband in the time of his profperity ; of her extreme attachment 
to him in the hour of his difgrace; of. her unwearied attentions to foothe his difape.. 

br noint. 
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pointmient, and roufe him from his defpondency ; of her refufal to accept an honour. 
able fettlement offered by the ftates of Denmark, and of her noble anfwer, “ that the 
had rather live with her hufband in banifhment, than reign without him*.” She fur- - 
vived his depofition only three years, and died in the palace of Ghent, in1526. Anne of 
Denmark, filter of Chriftian the Fourth, and queen of James the Firft. Several of 
Charles the Firft, one in his princely robes, when a boy of fifteen, and another by Van- 
dyke, when a young man. 7 

The chapel is a handfome apartment, but more remarkable for coftlinefs than tafte. 
The walls are hung with the efcutcheons of the knights of the Elephant, the firft or- 
der in Denmark ; as is the gallery with the efcutcheons of the knights of the order of 
Danebrog. 

The cee of Friedenfberg, four miles from Vredericiborg, is delightfully placed at 
a fmall diftance from the lake of Efferom, a piece of water fifteen miles in.circumfe- 
rence. I fcarcely ever beheld a fituation more capable of improvement, and withed 
for a difciple of Brown to lay out-the ground. But this beautiful fpot is fpoiled (if it 
can be {poiled) by cut yews, ftraight walks, a profufion of flatues and triumphal arches, 
where nature and fimplicity are expelled ; for in thofe parts, on ‘the oppofite fide of the - 
lake, where the grounds are covered with natural forefts, the fcenery is extremely- beau- 
tiful and pidturefque. 

. .The palace is a brick building -ftuccoed-white, confifting of a front, and two-wings. 
It was built by Frederic the Fourth, and called Friedenfberg, or the manfion of Peace, 
Dbecanfe it was finifhed in 1720, when the peace was eel with Sweden, after a 
Jong war which had defolated both countries. As a memorial of this event, a wooden 
pillar, painted like marble, and a fmall ftatue of Peace, are ereéted in the area before 
the palace, more expreflive of the fatisfa@tion with which Frederic gave peace to his 
fubjeéts, than of his tafte in feulpture. ‘It bears this infcription: Paci fratuam, arcem, 
quodque reliquum fuit vita, dedicavit Fredericus Quartus, 1720+; a promife which the 
monarch inviolably maintained during the remainder of his reign, and which refle&s 
high honour on his memory, as he poffeffed a fpirit of enterprife and undaunted cou- 
rage. From this period he had leifure to attend to-the internal regulations of his king- 
dom, and to form ufeful eftablifhments, particularly the foundation of feveral country 
{chools, which endears his memory ta his countrymen. 

Nothing more is-wanting to render Friedenfberg a moft delightful fpot, than to re- 
move the cut hedges, level the terraces, to permit the foreft trees to expand and grow}; 
in a word, to leave nature to herfelf. In the garden is a curious aflemblage of {tatues, 
placed regularly on circular terraces of earth, which are of ftone painted white, and re- 
prefent the Norway peafants habited in their various dreffes. 

‘We did not attempt to requeft the permiffion of feeing the palace, as it is inhabited 
by the Queen-dowager, Juliana Maria}; the place of her retirement, fince the Prince- 
royal has taken into his hands the adminiftration of affairs. . 

Early the next morning we quitted the village of Friedenfberg, where we found a 
neat inn, with comfortable accommodations, and returning by the palace of Fredericf- 
borg, pafled on to Fredericfwerk, near the Ife-fiord, a bay of the fea, on the northern 
fhore of Zealand, where General Clauffen has eftablifhed various. manufaétories, a 
foundery for cannon, and other works, for fupplying the Danifh army and navy with 


* Mallet, Hift. des Dan. vol. ii. p. 277, 4to. . 
+ To peace, this ftatue, palace, and the remainder of his life, were dedicated by Frederic the Fourth, 
3720. $ The Queen dowager is fince deceafed. : 
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ftores.. The General, to whom we hada letter of recommendation, received us with 
great cordiality and politenefs, and accompanied us over the works. 

General Clauffen eftablifhed thefe works in 1756, on the expeétation of a Roffian 
war, when the government was {cantily fupplied with military ftores. He fixed on this 
fpot as the moft convenient for water to turn the mills; gave in his propofals to go- 
vernment, which were inftantly accepted, and completed his plan notwithftanding nu- 
merous obftacles. : 

We embarked with the General ona canal, which forms the communication be- 
tween a {mall lake, and the Me-fiord.. This cut was begun in 1717, by command of 
Frederic the Fourth, to prevent the inundations of the lake from overflowing the royal 
eftates ; and from thence the place was called Fredericfwerk. It was finifhed in 1720, 
but the foil being a light-fand, sand the banks cut perpendicularly, they fell down and 
choaked the canal for a fpace of 500 feet. The General found it therefore neceflary to 
new form the canal. He cut through feveral parts above 70 feet in depth, floped the 
banks, covered them with earth, and in fome places with fea-weed, faftened by branches 
of fir, to prevent the fand from being drifted away. He then planted the flopes with 
willows, alders, elm, and oak, which he was obliged to water every day for a year. 
By thefe means the plants throve, and nowclothe the high banks to the edge of the water. 

In the fame manner he planted the adjacent country for the fpace of feveral miles, 
which’ was either a morafs, or covered with drifted fand. Frederic the Fourth in vain 
endeavoured to fertilize this wafte; for when he thought he had fucceeded, the fand 
in one year covered many miles, in fome places, to the aftonifhing height of eighty 
feet. General Clauffen however has fucceeded, and has fhewn that ingenuity is of 
more avail than abfolute power. By fixing the fea-wced into the ground with fir 
branches, he rendered the foil ftable, and fertilized, at great labour and expence, a dee 
fert of feveral miles. Thus a tract of country, which before only fed two-and.thirty 
cows, now yields, befides a large quantity of fire-wood, in a favourable feafon, above 
five hundred loads of hay. ; ; 

At the extremity of this cut, we turned into another canal, formed entirely by 
the Gencral; it was made through quicklands, and the banks likewife floped 
and planted, He employs at prefent only three hundred and forty men. Alt 
the workmen are his own peafants, who of courfe labour at a reduced price. He 

~has built for their habitstion rows of houfes, with rude ftoncs wafhed with ftucco, 
made from equal quantities of the pounded fcoria of iron, quicklime, and chalk, 
and has found from experience that it is extremely durable. His works confift of 
a foundery for cannon and bal's, and for making falt-petre and gunpowder, with 
bake-houfes and breweries. He boafted, that in 1772 he furnifhed the army of Nor- 
way with artillery in three months; and at two months notice he could fupply a fifty 
gun fhip with ail her artillery, ammunition, and military flores. In fhewing us his 
works, he laid claim to many new inventions, He faws and polifhes cannon, by a mill 
fo contrived as to anfwer various purpofes ; he faws off the wafte pieces of copper from 
the caft cannon, which operation was the work of fixteen.men for three days, and is now 
performed in an hour. By means of the fame mill, and a kind of turning machine, 
he polithes the cannon in the manner of turning, which wfed to be done by the tedious 
operation of filmg, He has invented a fimple machine to twift the hot iron bars for 
anshors ; a mode which he prefers as ftronger and better than the ufual method of 
hammering the bars together. In his powder-mills he ufes copper mortars, as much 
fafer than thofe of wood, which are apt to become dry, and harbour the powder in the 


fall crevices. He employs two ranges of mortars in each row, or tixty-four in each 
r e nowder. 
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powder-mill, wherein only twenty are generally ufed; and beats only ten pounds of 
powder with each mortar. The expence of copper mortars is confiderable, as each 
colts 20].: but the mills are lefs liable to accident, and if blown up, the mortars are again 
recovered. 

On taking leave, the general preffed us much to dine with him; but we excufed our- 
felves, being under the neceflity of reaching Elfinore, and engaged to dine the next 
day with Mr. De Conig. In our way to Elfinore, we ftopped at a fmail village, and 
expected to find but {canty fare for our dinner; but were agreeably furprized at feed 
the table covered with fome cold provifion, and four bottles of tokay, which the geacra 
had fecretly ordered his houfekeeper to deliver to our fervants. 









Cuap. VIL—Iand of Huen.—Memoirs of Tycho Brahe. 


FOR the purpofe of vifiting the-fmall ifle of Huen, cclebrated for the refidence of 
“Fycho Brahe, we embarked at See Luft on board a five-oared boat belonging to Count 
Shimmelman, and landed in two hours and an half. 

Huen lies fix Englith miles from the coa{t of Zealand, and.three from that of Swe. 
den, nine from Elfinore, and fourteen from Copenhagen. It formerly belonged to the 
Danes, but was ceded to the Swedes at the peace of Rofchild in 1658. 

This little iflandis fix miles in circumference, contains a fcattered village, one church, 
which is a pretty object on the north-weft coaft, ‘about fifty houfes, and two hundred 
and fifty inhabitants. It produces hay, and every fpecies of corn, more than fufficient 
for interior confumption. The inhabitants maintain two hundred horfes, one hundred. 
and fifty cows, four hundred fheep, and the fame number of fwine. The ifland pays, in 
quit-rent and taxes to the King, about rsol. : 

We landed on the fouth-welt part in a {mall bay, juft below the place where a ftream, 
fupplied by numerous pools and fifh-ponds, falls into the fea. "We afcended the fhore, 
which is cloathed with fhort herbage, croffed the ftream, and paffed over a gently waving 
furface gradually floping towards the fea, and walked a mile to a farm-houle itanding in 
the middle of the ifland, inhabited by Mr. Schaw, a Swedifh gentleman, to whom the 
greater part of the ifland belongs. He lives here in fummer, but in winter refides at 
Landferona. This dwelling is the fame as exifted in Tycho Brahe’s time, and was the 
farm-houfe belonging to his eftate. A guide, whom we cbtained from Mr. Schaw, 
conduéted us to the remains of Tycho’s manfion, which are near the houfe, and con- 
fift of little more than a mound of earth which inclofed the garden, and two pits, the 
fites of his manfion and obfervatory. From this delightful {pot, the higheft point in the 
ifland, we enjoyed a noble profpect; on one fide, the coaft of Zealand, ftretching from 
Copenhagen to Elfinore; the fhores gently floping, embrowned to the margin of the 
water with rich wood, and beautifully fprinkled with villages and villas; on the other 
fide, we traced the rocky and almoft naked cliffs of Sweden, ornamented with the dif- 
tant fpires of Landfcrona, Lund, Malmoe, and Heifingborg, and to the north a bound- 
lefs expanfe of ocean, its undulating furface covered with innumerable veffels failing in 
all direGtions. A few anecdotes of the Darifh aftronomer, who has rendered this little 
ifland remarkable in the hiftory of literature, will not perhaps be unacceptable to the 
reader *, 


® For the life of Brahe, I have confulted chiefly Gaffendus’s Equitis Dani Tychonis Brahe Aftronorum 
Coryphai vita ; Joffenus de vita et mor. Tych. Bra. Orat. Funebris; aud Hvflman’s Portraits Hifl. des 

Hommes Dluf ¢: Vannemare, article Brahe. : 
* Tycho 
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Tycho Brahe, defcended from a noble and illuftrious. Danifh family, was born in 1546 
at Knudftorp, a finall lordfhip near Helfinborg in Scania. His father, Otto Brahe, having 
a large family, Tycho was educated under the care and at the expence of his uncle, 
George Brahe, who, having no children, adopted him as his heir. Finding his nephew 
a boy of a lively capacity, and inclined to ftudy, Tycho was inftructed in the Latin 
tongue, unknown to his father, who confidered literature as inglorious, and was defirous 
that all his fons fhould follow the profeffion of arms. 

In the twelfth year of his age, Tycho was removed to the academy of Copenhagen ; 
and was cafually incited to the ftudy of aftronomy by an eclipfe of the fun, which hap- 
pened on the 2rft of Auguft, 1560. He had for fome time examined the aftrological 
diaries or almanacks, which pretended to predi& future events from the infpection of 
the ftars; but when he obferved that the eclipfe happened at the precife time at which 
it was foretold, his admiration was loft in aftonifhment ; and he confidered that fcience 
as divine, which could fo thoroughly defcribe the motions of the heavenly bodies, 
and foretel their relative pofitions. From that moment he devoted himfelf to aftro- 
nomy. 

ee 562 he was fent to Leipfic for the purpofe of ftudying civil law; but gave to the « 
Jaw only thofe hours which his tutor’s importunity wrefted from him, devoting the 
greater part of his time to his favourite fcience; and as his tutor continually remone 
ftrated again{t thofe ftudies which diverted his attention from the law, he conceived an: 
unconquerable difguit for that profeffion, and more affiduoufly, though fecretly, conti- 
nued his aftronomical purfuits. For this purpofe he expended his pocket money in the 
purchafe of aftronomical books, and having obtained a fmall celeftial globe, took the 
opportunity, while his preceptor was in bed, of examining the heavenly bodies, and be- 
fore the expiration of a month, made himfelf acquairited with all the ftars which appeared 
above the horizon. Infpired with the fame ardent zeal in purfuit of his favourite 
{cience, he learned mathematics without a malter, and invented feveral mathematica! in- 
ftruments. 

Having pafled three years at Leipfic, he was preparing to purfue his travels through’ 
Germany ; but on the death of his uncle returned to his native country, to fuperintend 
the ‘eftates, which he largely inherited. Inftead of finding ‘himfelf encouraged and 
efteemed for his wonderful progrefs in aftronomy, he was treated with contempt by his 
relations and acquaintance for his purfuit of a fcience which they confidered as de- 
grading.. Difgufted at their behaviour, he fettled his affairs, haftened his departure 
from a country wherein he met with repeated mortifications, and before a year had 
elapfed fet out on his travels. He proceeded to Wittenberg, and afterwards to. Roftoc, 
where an accident happened which nearly occafioned his death. ; 

Being invited to a wedding feaft, he had a difpute with a Danifh nobleman relative to 
fome fubje€&t in mathematics ; and as they were both of choleric difpofitions, the difpute 
ended ina duel. In the confli€t part of Tycho’s nofe was cut off. ‘To remedy this de- 
fe€t, he contrived a fadtitious nofe of gold and filver, which he faftened by means of a 
glue, fo artfully formed, it is faid, as to bear the appearance of nature, and to deceive 
many who were not acquainted with his lofs. 

From Rottoc Tycho continued his travels, and profecuted his ftudies in the principal 
towns of Germany and Italy, particularly at Augiburgh, where he formed an acquaint- 
ance with the celebrated Peter Ramus. He invented and improved various mathemati- 
cal inftruments, gave the plan of an obfervatory, which was conftructed at the expence 
of the burgomafter Paul Hainzell, and formed a feries of aftronomical obfervations, which 
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aftonifhed and furpaffed all who had hitherto been confidered as the greateft proficients 
in the fcience. ‘ ; : 

On his return to Copenhagen, in 1570, he was difgufted with the ceremonies of the 
court; and being importuned with innumerable vifits, removed to Herritzvold, near 
Knudftorp, the feat of his maternal uncle, Steno Bille, who alone of all his relations 
encouraged him to perfevere in his aftronomical labours, and configned to him a com- 
modious apartment, and a convenient place for the conftruction of an obfervatory and 
laboratory. 

During his refidence with his uncle, Tycho, befides his aftronomical refearches, fol- 
lowed with no lefs zeal the ftudy of chymiftry, or rather of alchymy, from the chime- 
rical view of obtaining the philofopher’s ftone, that he might amafs fufficient riches to 
fettle in fome foreign country, where he might not be under the neceflity of appearing 
at court, or being interrupted in his ftudies by vifitors. 

But neither philofophy, nor the unwearied zea! with which he profecuted his ftudies, 
could exempt him from the paftion of love. Being'a great admirer of the fair fex, he 
conceived a violent inclination for Chriftina, a beautiful country girl, the daughter of a 
neighbouring peafant, and alienated his family by efpoufing her. Love is ingenious in 
devifing excufes. Our philofopher juttified the choice ot his heart, and gave many 
whimfical reafons for preferring a woman of low birth. He dreaded a wife who might 
be under the neceflity of frequenting the court, a life to him moit deteftable; he there- 
fore preferred one ‘whofe fituation precluded her from what he ftyles a painful honour, 
who, grateful to her benefactor, would be dependent on himfelf alone, would be happy 
to accompany him in his travels, would confider a fubferviency to his inclinations as a 
. duty, and not object to his continued application... Whatever effect thefe reafons might 

. have in inducing our philofopher to marry, yet they had none ona proud family, who 
conceived themielves difgraced by ‘Cycho’s mif-alliance, and refufed to hold any inter- 
courfe with him, until Frederic the Second commanded them to be reconciled. Tycho 
feems not to have repented of his choice ; but ever found in his beloved Chriftina a grate- 
ful companion and an obedient wife. 

About this period he firft appeared as a public teacher, and read leétures on aftro- 
nomy at- Copenhagen, by the exprefs defire of the King. He explained the theory of 
the planets, and preceded his explanation by a learned oration on the hiftory and excel- 
lency of aftronomy and the filter feiences, with fome remarks in favour of judicial aftro- 
logy, a fludy as congenial to the times as to the inclinations of our philofopher. 

Offended with his relations, and difguited with his countrymen, he had long deter- 
mined to quit Denmark, and fettle abroad. After travelling through Germany and 
Italy, he at length fixed on Baile, to the choice of which place he was influenced by the 
wholefomenc’s of the air, the cheapnefs of living, and the celebrity of the univerfity, from 
whence he might hold an eafy correfpondence with the aitronomers of France, Ger- 
many, and Italy. 

On his return to Denmark, he was preparing with the utmoit fecrecy to tranfport his 
library and aftronomical apparatus, but was prevented from carrying his defign into 
execution by an unexpected fummons from the King. Frederic, fecretly apprifed of 
his intentions, was uawilling that Denmark fhould be deprived of fo great an ornament, 
kindly embraced him, offered his protection, prefented him with the ifland of Huen, 
and promifed to erect the buildings and apparatus neceflary for his purfuits. He allio 
iettled on him a penfion of 1c00 crowns a year, and gave him a canonry of Rofkild 


worth not lefs than 20c0 crowns. 
12 Tycho, 
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Tycho, tranfportedeat this inftance of his fovereign’s liberality, did not hefitate accept 
ing the offer, He repaired to the ifle of Huen, and on the 8th of Auguft, 1576, was 
prefent at laying the firft fone of a magnificent houfe, which he afterwards called Ura- 
nienburgh, or the Caftle of the Heavens. It was a building of fixty feet fguare, con~ 
taining a large fuite of apartments, an obfervatory, and a fubterraneous laboratory 5 and 
although the King fupplied 100,000* rix-dollars, Tycho Brahe did not expend lefs than 
the fame fum. He afterwards conftructed a detached building for his obfervatory, 
which he called Stiernberg, or the Mountain of the Stars T. , 

In this retreat T'ycho Brahe pafled twenty years, and greatly improved the fcience of 
aftronomy by the diligence and exactnefs of his obfervations. He maintained feveral 
fcholars for the purpofe of inftructing them in geometry and aftronomy ; fome of whom 
were fent at the expence of the King; others, who voluntarily offered themfelves, he 
received and fupported at his own charge. 

He did not, however, pafs the life of an anchorite or a reclufe; onthe contrary, he 
lived in a fumptuous manner, kept an open houfe with unbounded hofpitality, enter- 
tained and received all perfons, who flocked in crowds to vifit the ifland, and pay their 
refpeds to an aflronomer of bis renown. 

During his refidence in this ifland, he received numerous vifits from perfons of the 
higheft rank, particularly from Ulric Duke of Mecklenburgli, in company with his 
daughter Sophia Queen of Denmark; William, Landgrave of Heffe Caffel, whofe cor- 
refpondence with Brahe on aftronomical fubjeéts has been given to the public, and who 
had fhewn himfelfa conftant patron to the Danifh aftronomer. 

In 1§¢0 Tycho was honoured with a vifit from James King of Scotland, afterwards 
King of England, when that monarch repaired to the court of Copenhagen to conclude 
his marriage with the Princefs Anne, and remained cight days at Uranienburgh. On 
retiring, the King prefented the aftronomer with a magnificent prefent, and afterwards 
accompanied his royal licence for the publication of his works, with this flattering tefti- 
mony of his abilities and learning: “ Nor am I acquainted with thefe things from the 
relation of others, or from a mere perufal of your works; but I have feen them with 
my own eyes, and heard them with my own cars, in your refidence at Uranienburgh, 
during the various learned and agreeable converfations which I there held with you, 
which cven now affect my mind to fucha degree, that it is difficult to decide, whether I 
recollect them with greater pleafure or admiration ; as I now willingly teftify by this h- 
cence to prefent and future gencrations, &c.” 

His Majefty alfo compofed, in honour of the Danith aftronomer, fome Latin verfes, 
more expreflive of efteem and admiration, than remarkable for claffic elegance. 

In 1592 Tycho was honoured with a vifit from his own fovereign, Chriftian the Fourth, 
then in the fifteenth year-of his age, who continued fome days at Uranienburgh. The 
King fhewed great curiofity in examining the aftronomical and chymical apparatus, ex- 
prefled the highelt fatisfaction in receiving explanations, propofed various queftions on 
feveral points of mathematics and mechanics, to which His Majefty was attached, and 
particularly on the principles of fortification, and the conftruction of fhips. He was 
alfo highly delighted with a giit tin globe, which reprefented the face of the heavens, 


* 20,c0cl. 

+ A plan of the ifland, and a curious engraving of thefe buildings and of the garden, is to be found in 
Portraits Hiftoriques des Klommes illuftres de Daanemarc, under the article Tycho Brahe. An engraving 
of Uranienburgh is inferted in the Gentleman’s Magazine for November 1789, with explanations exactly 
fimilar to the engravings and explanations in the Portraits Hiftoriques, excepting that Stiernberg is 
omitted. 
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and being turned on its axis, fhéwed the rifing and fetting of the fun, together with the 
motions of the planets and heavenly bodies ; a wonderful contrivance for that age. 
Tycho, obferving the delight of the young King, prefented this machine to His Majelty, 
who accepted it, gave him in return a gold chain, and affured him of his unalterable pro. 
tection and attachment. ; : 

Notwithftanding, however, thefe affurances, the King’s youth was worked upon by 
thofe courtiers who were envious of the aftronomer’s merit, or who had been offended 
by the violence of his temper, and the feverity of his fatire, and under various pre- 
tences prevailed on Chriftian to deprive him of his penfion, and the canonry of 
Rofkild. : 

Tycho, thus deprived of the means to fupport the great expences of his eftablifhment 
at Uranienburgh, quitted with chagrin his favourite refidence, and repaired to his houfe 
at Copenhagen, where he waited for an opportunity to retire from his native country. 
Having tranfported from Uranienburgh all the inftruments and apparatus which could 

' be removed, he departed from Copenhagen with his wife and family, landed at Roftoc, 
and remained a year at Wanfbeck with his learned friend Henry Rantzau. 

Having dedicated a treatife on aftronomy to the Emperor Rhodolph the Second, he 
accepted a flattering invitation from that monarch, and repaired to Prague in 1599. 
The Emperor received him in the kindeft and moft honourable manner, built for him an 
obfervatory and laboratory, fettled on him an ample penfion, and treated him with the 
higheft marks of deference and refpe&. ; 

‘In the fervice of Rhodolph he paffed the remainder of his days, but did not live long 
to enjoy his protection, He had enjoyed a good {tate of health till the year previous to 
his death, when his conftitution, fomewhat weakened by intenfe application, was {till 
farther fhattered by the chagrin occafioned by his removal from Uranienburgh, At 
that period he began to experience fymptoms of complaints which announced his ap- 
proaching diffolution, but which he concealed as much as poffible from his friends. He 
was reduced, however, to fo low a ftate, as to be affeéted with the moft trifling circum. 
ftances, which he confidered as prodigies, and would frequently interrupt his fallies of wit 
with fudden refle€tions on death. 

The immediate caufe of his deceafe was a ftrangury, which being attended with the 
moft excruciating torments, brought on a violent fever, and a temporary delirium; in 
the midft of which he was heard repeatedly to-cry out, “ Ne fruftra vixiffe videar t.”” 
The delirium at length fubfiding, he became compofed, and recovered his fenfes; but 
from his extreme weaknefs, perceived that he had not many hours to live. Accordingly 
he gave orders with the utmoft coolnefs and refignation, amufed himfelf with compofing 
an extempore copy of verfes, fung various hymns, offered up prayers and fupplications 
to the Supreme Being, rccommended to his family and friends piety and refignation to. 
the divine will, exhorted his pupils to perfevere in their ftudies, and converfed with- 
Kepler on the abftrufe parts of aftronomy. Thus, amidft prayers, exhortations, and 
literary converfation, he expired fo peaceably, that he was neither heard nor feent, by 
any of thofe who were prefent, to breathe his laft. He died in Odtober 1601,. in the 
fifty-fifth year of his age. 7 

It is remarkable, that this enlightened aftronomer was fo affe€ted with the rage of 
fyftem-making, as to reject the fimple and beautiful fyftem of Copernicus, eftablifhed 
by the moft incontrovertible proofs, and endeavour to reconcile the abfurdities of the 


®* That I may not feem-to have lived in vain. : 
+ Tam tranquille ut nec deficere nec vilus fit nec auditus. Oratio Funebris, p. 27. ; 
é Prolemaic 
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Ptolemaic hypothefis. He was, indeed, too well acquainted with the motions of the 
heavenly bodies, not to be convinced that the fun was the centre of the fyftem; and 
though ftruck with the fimplicity and harmony of that of Pythagoras, revived by Co- 
pernicus, yet out of refpeét for feveral paffages of {cripture, he abfurdly endeavoured to 
reconcile (what were never intended to be reconciled) his learning with his faith. He 
rejected the diurnal rotation of the earth on its own axis; fuppofed that the earth was 
quiefcent; that the fun, with all the planets, was carried about the earth in the {pace of 
a year; and that the planets, by their proper motions, revolved round the fun in their 
feveral periods: thus retaining the moft abfurd part of the Ptolemaic hypothefis, which 
makes the whole planetary. fyftem revolve round the earth in the fpace of twenty-four 
hours. oe 

Tycho, indeed, was fo bigotted to his own hypothefis, even in his laft moments, as to 
defire his favourite fcholar, the great Kepler, to follow his fyftem rather than that of. 
Copernicus. 

If we were to eftimate the merits of Tycho Brahe as an aftronomer, we fhould com- 
pare the fcience as he left it with the ftate in which he foundit. His great merit cone 
fifted in his inventions and improvements of mathematical inftruments, and in the di- 
ligence and exaétnefs with which he made aftronomical obfervations for a feries of 

ears. As his inftruments were remarkably good, he compofed a catalogue of feven 

undred and feventy-feven fixed ftars, obferved by himfelf, with an accuracy unknown 
to former aftronomers ; he difcovered the refraction of the air, demonftrated, contrary 
to the prevailing opinion of thofe times, that the comets were higher than the moon,, 
and from his obfervations on the moon and planets, the theories of their motions were 
afterwards correéted and improved *. He was the firft who compofed a table of re- 
fractions, and fhewed their ufe in aftronomy. Such is the reputation of ‘Tycho Brahe,. 
for his great proficiency in that fcience, that Coftard, in the Hiftory of Aftronomy, has 
fixed on his name for the beginning of a new period. 

He embraced a large circle of the arts and fciences. He cultivated poetry, and 
wrote Latin verfes, not without fome degree of claffic elegance. He drew the plan for 
building the caftle of Cronborg, and fketched the defign for the noble maufoleum of 
Frederic the Second, which was executed in Italy, and is erected in the cathedral of 
Rofkild: He dabbled alfo in phyfic; was fond of being confulted, and gave his ad- 
vice and medicines gratis ; he vented an elixir, which he calls an infallible cure for 
epidemic diforders, of which he publifhed the recipe in a letter to the Emperor Rho- 
dolph. 

He was a good mechanic. He poffeffed feveral automates, took great delight in: 
fhewing them to the peafants, and was gratified if they were confidered as {pirits. 
"Tycho was no lefs fond of being confulted as a fortune-teller, and willingly encouraged 
an opinion, that his knowledge of the heavenly bodies enabled him to obferve horo- 
fcopes, and foretel events.‘ ‘Traditional fables of his predidtions have been handed 
down to pofterity, which fhew his pronenels to judicial altrology, and the weaknefs of 
thofe who believed his predictions. 

At Uranienburgh Tycho Brahe had feveral contrivances calculated to deceive and 
aftonith thofe who came to vifit and confult’him. . Among others, feveral bells, com- 
municated with the rooms in the upper ftory, inhabited by his {cholars, the handles of 
which were concealed in his own apartments, Frequently, when company was with 
him, he would pretend to want fomething, and having fecretly pulled the bell, would 


#* See Bonnycaitle’s Introdudtion to Aftronomy, p..61. 
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cry out, Come hither, Voter,” “Come hither, Chrittian,” and was pleafed to obferve 
the aftonifhment of the company, who, not hearing the bells, were furprized at the ap 
pearance of the perfon thus fummoned. 

He was equally devoted to the ftudy of chymiftry, and expended as much on the 
terreftrial aftronomy, as he ftyles it, as on the celeftial. He left, indeed, no writings on 
that {cience, although he intended to publith a felection of his experiments, made with 
great labour and expence ; yct he adds, in the true cant of alchymy, “ On confidera- 
tion, and by the advice of the moft illufirious as well as the moft learned men, I deen: it 
improper to unfold the fecrets of the art to the vulgar, as few people are capable of ufing 
its myfterics to advantage, and without detriment.” — } 

Ris foibles were as prominent as his virtues and capacity. He was of a morofe and 
unbending difpofition, indulged himfelf in two great freedom of fpeech*; but while 
he rallied others was not pleafed to be rallied himfelf. 

He was greatly addicted to judicial aftrology, and prone to credulity and fuperftition 
unbecoming his learning and judgment. If he met an old woman, he would initantly 
return home, and confidered an hare as an ill omen, At Uranienburgh he had a fool, 
by name Sep, who was accuftomed during dinner to fit at his feet, and whom he fed 
with his own hand. This man was continually uttering incoherent expreffions, which 
‘Tycho noted down, from a perfuafion that the mind, ina {tate of emotion, was capable 
of prediGting future events; and even believed, if any inhabitant of the ifland was taken 
ill, that this idiot could predié&t his recovery or deceafe.. He maintained, that the cabala 
and magic, if they did not aét to the offence of God or man, could lay open many abftrufe 
things by figures, images, and marks. 

But to turn from the unfavourable to the brighter parts of his character, we ma 
affent to the truth of the eulogium given by his panegyrift ; to T'ycho Brahe his ftudies 
Bk a meditation delight, fcience riches, virtue nobility, and religion his conftant 
guide ¢. 


Cusp. Vill.—-Journey through the Vle of Zealand.—Rofkild —Cathedral.— Sepulchres 
and Characters of the Danjfh Sovereigns, Harald Blaatand.--Sweyn Il.—Margaretoom 
Chriftian L—Saxo-Grammaticus.—Royal Sepulchres at Ring fted.—Paffage acrofs the 
Great Belt.——ITfle of Funen.— Odenfce:—Tombs and Charaéters of John and Chriftian I. 
—Paffage acrofs the Little Belt——Journey through Slefwic and Holfteinm—Canal of 
Kiel.—Eutin. — Lubec.——Travemunde.—General Remarks on the circular Ranges of 
Stones frequent in Sweden and Denmark.—Genealogical Tables of the Kings of Den- 
mark. 


APRIL 5. Quitting Copenhagen we paffed along an excellent road, through a well- 
cultivated open country, to Rofkild, formerly the royal refidence and metropolis of Den- 
mark. It ftands at a fimall diftance from Ifefiord, or bay of Ife; and in its flourifhing 
flate, was of great extent, comprizing within its walls twenty-feven churches, and as 
many convents {; but the prefent circumference is {carcely half an Englifh mile, and the 
population only one thoufand fix hundred and twenty fouls; the houfes are of brick, 
and have a neat appearance, 


* Nibil fidtums whil imulatum in ipfo; fd feaphum fcaphum appellabat ; unde omue quod fuftinuit 
odiuin Or. Fua. 269. : 
ai 






yo odp 
yoy 


The 


COXE’s TRAVELS IN DENMARK. 335 


The only remains of former magnificence are the ruins of a palace, and the cathedral, 
a brick building with two fpires, in which the Kings of Denmark are interred, and 
which, according to-an infcription in the choir, was founded * by Harald VI. who is ftyled 
King of Denmark, England, and Norway. Some verfes, in barbarous Latin, obfcurely 
allude to the principal incidents of his life ; adding, that he built this church, and died 
ing80+. Harald, furnamed Blaatand, was fon of Gormo III. called the Old, and the 
firft King of Denmark who embraced the Chriftian religion. His name occurs in the 
Saxon Chronicles as one of the invaders of England in the tenth century, where he 
eftablifhed his authority over the kingdom of the Eaft Angles, and of Northumberland. 
But his hiftory is {o mixed with fable, that glaring contradictions appear in almolt every 
incident. He loft his life in confequence of an infurrection headed by his fon Sweyn; 
but whether he was flain in battle, or by the rebel party, is not known, 

Harald was father of a line of kings, who raifed the power of Denmark to the higheft 
greatnefs:. His fon, Sweyn I., is well known in our annals for his depredations and tri- 
butary exactions; and his grandfon, Canute the Great, who united in his perfon the © 
crowns of England and Denmark, was the moft powerful Prince of his time. The im- 
mediate defcendants of Harald Blaatand died and were buried in England; and his 
male line was extingt in the perfon of Hardicanute, the laft fovereign who wore the two 
crowns. 

In the fame cathedral reft the remains of Sweyn II, the firft of a line of fovereigns 
called the Middle Race. He was fon of Ulf, governor of Denmark, who greatly fig- 
nalized himfelfin war, by Eftrida, fifter of Canute the Great. Ulf being put to death 
at Rofkild, by order of Canute, Sweyn fled into Sweden, and on the death of Hardica- 
nute in 1042, claimed the crown of Denmark in right of his mother; for which reafon 
he is generally known by the appellation of Sweyn the fon of Eftrida. ‘The ftates, how- 
ever, gave the preference to Magnus the Good, King of Norway; but on his death in 
1047, unanimoutly elected Sweyn, who, by his abilities, had deferved his clevation. In 
a Latin infcription, he is called King of England, as well as of Denmark and Norway ; 
although the crown. of England had been reftored to the Saxon line in the perfon of 
Edward the Confeffor, and was afterwards feized by William the Conqueror. Sweyn 
fent a fleet againft England to affert his right to the throne, as a lineal defcendant from: 
Canute the Great; but his troops were either defeated by William, or obliged to eva- 
cuate the ifland through the treachery of his brother. Sweyn is defcribed by a contem- 
porary hiftorian t, who perfonally knew him, as a Prince polite to foreigners, of elegant 
manners, and great literary accomplifhments. He died in 1074, leaving thirteen fons. 
and two daughters ; five of the fons fucceflively filled the throne of Denmark; and his 
potterity, in the male line, held it in poffefion until 1387, when Valdemar III. dying 
ithout male ifue, the female branch fuccecded ; firftin the perfon of Olof IL., fon of 
> celebrated Margaret, and on his deceafe, in that of Margaret herfelf, whofe athes 
ave alfo interred in this cathedral. 

‘Phe fepulchre of this remarkable woman, flyled the Semiramis of the North, fands 
onipicucus in the middle of the church, and is enclofed within a baluftrade. The mo- 
ent is of {tone painted black, and on it lies the figure of the Queen in alabafter, a 












* Tittle of the original building now remains, According to Hulberg, it was conitru@ed of waod, and 
afterwards built with ftone im the reign cf Canute. 
+ Funditus hefce Jovi fammo tunc condidit edes, 
Poft natale Dei, dum feripfimus oGuaginta 
Nongentos, meruit feandere cella poll. 
+ See the quotation from Adams Bremen in Pontoppidan’s Mar. Dan. p. z. 
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whole length, and, as we were informed, her exact fize when alive, An infcription on 
the tomb, inftead of enlarging in long fulfome flatteries, fuch as are ufvally paid to fove- 
reigns, records the time of her death, and adds, “ it was raifed at the expence of Eric of Po- 
merania, in memory of a Princefs whom polterity could never fufficiently honour as fhe 
deferves.”’ Lefs could not be faid of a perfonage who juftly claims our'refpeaé and ve- 
neration, and whofe glorious reign has f{carcely its parallel in the records of hiftory. 
Margaret, daughter of Valdemar IIL, by Hedwige his Queen, was born in 13533 and, ° 
if we may credit fome Danifh hiftorians, owed her being to a circumftance as fingular 
as her life was ilhiftrious and eminent. Valdemar, returning from a hunting party, 
chanced to repair to the caitle of Seborg, where he had confined his confort Hedwige 
on account of fome ill-grounded fufpicions. Being pleafed with one of the Queen’s 
attendants, he propofed an interview; the woman feigned compliance, but fubitituted 
her miftrefs in her ftead, and Margaret was the fruit of the meeting ; which has led a 
Danith hiftorian * te remark, in the high ftyle of panegyric, that the good which he un- 
confcioufly performed that night in begetting Margaret, amply compenfated for all_the 
evil actions of his life. In the fixth year of her age fhe was betrothed to Haquin, King 
of Norway, fon of Magnus, King of Sweden, which was the firft {tep to her future great- 
nels. This marriage, after much oppofition on the part of the Swedes, was folemnized 
at Copenhagen in 1363, when fhe was only in the eleventh year of her age. Margaret 
gave fo many proofs of her prudence and courage when Haquin loft the crown of Swe- 
den, asinduced Valdemar frequently to fay of her, that nature intended her for a man, 
and had erred in making her a womant. ; 

On the demife ofher father in 1375, fhe had the addrefs to obtain the eleCtion of her 
fon Oloff, then only five years of age, in preference to the fon of her eldeft fifter inge- 
burga; and on the death of Haquin, fecured his fucceflion to the crown of Norway. 
Being regent during Oloff’s minority, her adminiftration was fo vigorous, prudent, and 
popular, that, on his premature death in 1385, fhe was chofen Queen by the {tates of 
Denmark ; -the firft inftance, perhaps, in a government wholly eledtive, of a woman 
exalted to the throne by the free and unanimous fuflrages of a warlike people. With 
the fame addrefs fhe procured the crown of Norway ; and was equally fuccefsful in gain- 
ing that of Sweden. Albert was chofen King, and might have preferved his power, 
had it not been his fate to contend with fuch a rival as Margaret. In allufion to her 
fex, he ftyled her, in derifion, the King in petticoats ; fhe anfwered his reproach by ac- 
tions, not by words, and made him forely repent of his vaunts, when he found himfelf 
worfted in every engagement; when depofed and captive, he owed his life to the cle- 
mency of thé very woman whom he had wantonly infulted. By the famous union of 
Calmar, in £397, the united the three Northera kingdoms, and held them -undivided 
during her reign, notwithftanding the averfion of the Swedes to the Danifh government. 
But in no inftance -does the vigour and policy of her conduét appear more confpicuous 
‘than from this confideration ; that the revolts and inteftine convulfions, which continu- 
ally difturbed the reigns of the fovereigns who immediately preceded and followed her, 
were {ubdued during her whole adminiftration. This internal tranquillity, more glo- 
rious, though lefs fplendid, than her warlike atchievements, and which was unufual in 
thofe turbulent times, could only be derived from the commanding afcendancy of her 
fupericr genius. 

* «© Regina eadem fui mariti & pellex, & uxor, & concubina. Quid ad hanc fcenam Herculis navitas 
aut ia Alemena finu Jupiter decumbens. Sané autem plus e4 noéte Vaidemarus fecit boni infcius quam per 
omnem vitam feiens fecerat mali; qui pretiofiffimam vitam donavit orbi tot regnorum compotem futuram 


Margaretam, & legem tranfgrediendo, felicem Daniam effecit.”? Berengii Florus Danicus, p. 506. 
+ Pontani Hiit, Dan. 54}. 
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This great prineefs died fuddenly on the 27th of OGober 1412, in the fixtieth year 
of her age, and, if we include the period of her regency, in the 30th of her reign, leav- 
ing to her fucceflor the quiet poffeffion of the three kingdoms, and to her fubjeéts the 
regret of her lofs, by the experience of thofe calamities which burft upon the {tate when 
the fceptre was wielded by a lefs able hand. Her remains were firft depofited at Soroe, 
but removed to this cathedral by order of the bifhop of Rofkild*, 

All the fovereigns of the Houfe of Oldenburgh, which {till poffeff-s the throne of 
Denmark, are interred in the cathedral of Rofkild, excepting John, Chriftian I. ard 
Frederic I. | 

Chriftian I. the father of this line, Hes in a fmall chapel without monument or in- 
feription. He was count of Oldenburgh, and owed his elevation, as well to his lineal 
defcent from Eric VII. as to the moderation of his uncle Adolphus, Duke of Slefwick. 
On the death of Chriftopher of Bavaria without iflae, the ftates of Denmark offered the 
throne to Adolphus, as the neareft in blood to the deceafed monarch; but he declin- 
ing it on account of his advanced age, they, at his recommendation, elected his nephew 
Chriftian, then in the 22d year of his age. ‘This event happened in 1448; and in the 
fame year he obtained the throne of Norway, in right of his defcent from one of their 
ancient kings. In 1558, on the depofition of Charles Canutfon, he received the crown 
of Sweden, but wore it only a fhort time, as well through his own inaétivity, as through 
the averfion of the Swedes to a foreign ruler. Chriftian I. reigned three-and-twenty 
years, a fovereign of great moderation and humanity ; whofe qualities, being lefs fhin- 
ing than folid, were more adapted to the interior admini(tration of affairs, than to the 
exploits of war. He is juftly chara¢terized by an hiftorian, as one of thofe princes who 
do not attra the admiration of mankind, yet whom Providence never beftows on a na« 
tion but as a fignal mark of favour }. : 

‘Lhe fucceffors of Chriftian I. who are buried in the fame church, feem ijn general to 
have inherited his pacific qualities ; as all, except Frederic II. and V. and Chriftian EV. 
were princes of mild and temperate difpofitions ; patrons of the arts and fciences, ra- 
ther than enterprizing in arms; who yielded to others the palm of military glory, 
and for the moft part fhrunk before the daring fpirit which animated the rival houfe of 
Vafa. 

In the fame chapel are the tombs of Chriftian III. and Frederic Il. Their fuperb 
monuments executed in Italy, at the expence of Chriftian IV. are efteemed matter 
pieces of fculpture. The ftatues of the two fovereigns are as large as life, under a ca- 
nopy of ftone, fupported by Corinthian pillars. Several figures of angels, and the baffo 
relievos round the maufoleum of Frederic I. reprefenting that prince’s battles, are much 
admired. No tomb is ereéted to the memory of Chriftian IV. juftly called, by Wraxall, 
the Idol of Danith Hiftory : his body is depofited in a coffin covered with velvet, orna- 
mented with filver trophies, efcutcheons, and angels holding crowns of Iaurel. 

It would be tedious to enumerate the other fepulchres of the royal family, moft of 
which are loaded with infcriptions of great length ; the reader, who is defirous of fur- 
ther information, will find them accurately tranfcribed in Pontoppidan’s Marmora Da- 
nica, and in ‘Travels through Denmark, publifhed in 1702. 


* Hic primum Jepulta, fed poftea per Dominum Petrum Epifeopum R, ofkildenfim violenter tranflata, & R oftildis 
fepulta. Langebek, tom. iv. p. 542. f 

+ “Plus grand aux geux de la faine raifon qua ceux de vulgaive, il fut peut-tire un de ces princes que les peus 
ples ne louent que foiblement, mais gue te Giel ne leur accorde que quand il veut leur prouver fon anour.’ Mallet, 
Hift. de Dan. tom. ii. p. og. 
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The annexed genealogical tables trace in regular defcent the Kings of Denmark, 
from Harald Blaatand to the prefent fovercign. : 

In addition to thefe royal fepulchres, I fhail mention that of Saxo-Grammaticus, the 
moft ancient hiftorian of Denmark. 

Saxo, defcended from an illuitrious Danifh * family, was born about the middle of 
the twelfth century t, and, on account of his uncommon learning, diftinguilhed by the 
name of Graminaticus. We was provolt of the cathedral church of Rofkild, and warmly 
patronized by the learned and warlike Abfalon, the celebrated archbifhop of Lunden, 

- at whofe inftigation he wrote the hiftory of Denmark. His epitaph, a dry panegyric 
in bad Latin verfes, gives no account of the zra of his death, which happened, accord- 
ing to Stephens, in 1204. His hiftory, confifting of fixteen books, begins from the 
earlieft cera of the Danifh annals, and concludes with the year 1186. According to the 
opinion of an accurate writcr {, the firft part, which relates to the origin of the Danes, 
and the reignsof tbe ancient kings, is full of fables; but the eight laft books, and par- 
ticularly thofe which regard the events of his own times, deferve the utmoft credit. He 

_wrote in Latin, and the’ftyle, if we confider the barbarous age in which he flourifhed, 
is in general extremely elegant, but rather'too poetical for hiftory §.. - 

After having fatisfied our curiofity in examining the tombs of Rofkild, we continued 
our journey, and paffed the night at Ringfted, a {mall, but neat, town, fituated almoft 
in the centre of the ifland: according to fome antiquaries, it was built by Sigurd Ring, 
King of Denmark, who reigned in the 7th century ; but this notion feems merely found. 
ed on the fimilarity of the name. The church, which is efteemed the moft ancient 
Chriftian temple in Denmark, is a brick building, with two low fquare towers. Within, 
feveral Danith Kings of the Houfe of Sweyn II. are interred. The tombs are much 
more fimple than thofe at Rofkild ; being generally plain flabs level with the pavement, 
exhibiting figures in armour carved on plates of brafs, or on the naked ftone, with Latin 
infcriptions, moftly effaced by time. A few of the fepulchres, which are fomewhat more 
modern, are raifed in the fhape of coffins. The firft fovereign buried in this church is 
‘Waldemar I. who expired in 1182: and the laft is Eric VIII. furnamed Manved, who 
died in 1319. 

April 6. We purfued our route to Corfoer, the place of embarkation, on the Great 
Belt, which feparates the Ifle of Zealand from that of Funen. Corfoer ftands on the 
weftern point of the Ifle of Zealand on a fmall peninfula, has a good harbour for light 
veffels, and is fortified by a citadel defended by a rampart of earth and baftions, with a 
few ufelefs cannon, more for form than fervice.. It contains the commander’s houfe, 
formerly a royal palace, and a granary, and is garrifoned by a few invalids. 


* Some authors have erroneoufly conjectured, from his name Saxo, that he was born in Saxony; but 
Saxo was no uncommon appellation among the ancient Danes. See Olaus Wormius Monumenta Danica, 
p. 184. and Stephens’s Prolegomena, p. 10. 

+ Stephens, m his edition of Saxo Grammaticus, printed at Soroe, indubitably proves, that he muft have 
been alive in :4:6, but canoot afcertaiu the exaé place and time of his birth. See Stephens’s Prolego- 
raena to the notes on Saxo-Grammaticus, p, 8, to 243 alfo Holberg, vol. i. p, 2695 and Mallet’s North, 
erutiq. voli. p. 4. : 

} Holberg. 

§ Mallet, ‘n lis Hift 
tion, bas proved, in car 












re de Dannemarc, vol. i. p. 182, fays, “that Sperling, a writer of great erndi- 
ot to the affertions of Stephens and others, that Saxo-Grammaticus was fe- 
cretary to “.bfaloa ; avd that the Saxo proweit of Refkild was another perfon, and lived earlier.”? Tf fo, 
Saxo-Grar tices, the hidorian, is probably not beried, at Rofkild-; but I truft the reader will not be 
éifpleafed with the account of an author fo little known as Saxo-Grammaticus, 
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Zealand, which we crofled in our way from Copenhagen to Corfoer, is the largelt of 
the ifles belonging to the King of Denmark, being about feven hundred miles in cir- 
cumference. ‘That part which wé traverfed, appears a gently waving furface; for the 
moft part open, dotted occafionatly with {mall woods of beech and oak, and diverfified 
with beautiful lakes, ~ The ifland is exceedingly fertile: it produces grain of all forts, 
and in great plenty, abounds with excellent pafture, and is famous for its breed of 
horfes. The fields, which feemed ivell cultivated, were in many parts formed into in- - 
clofures, feparated by mud walls: a few cottages were of brick ; but the generality were 
of mud white-wafhed. ; 

April 8. The wind blowing high, and dire€tly contrary, we were detained two days 
at Corfoer before we embarked for the ifle of Funen; the diftance between the neareft 
points on each coaltis eighteen miles. At mid-day we paffed the {mall ifland of Sproe, 
near which lay a guard-fhip, for the purpofe of collecting toll from all veffels which pai- 
. fed between thatifland and Zealand ; other fhips pay their duty at Nyborg. Sproe con- 
tains only two buildings, a fmall inn for the occafional refrefhment of the guard-fhip’s 
crew, and a neat farm-houfe; it produces grain and pafture. On the top of an height 
overlooking the fea, we obferved the ruins of an ancient fortrefs, which formerly be- 
longed to pirates, who ufed to refort in great numbers to this ifland. : 

After a favourable paffage of four hours, we landed at N yborg, a fmall well-built 
town, in the Ifle of Funen, ftanding on a commodious bay. The town is furrounded 
' with a rampart and ditch, and garrifoned by a company of invalids. _An infcription 
over an old fquare building informed me, that Chriftian III., fon of Frederic I., raifed 
the fortifications. ‘Towards the fkirts of thetown, and clofe to the ramparts, are the 
remains of an old palace, in which Chriftian I]. was born; and to the roof of which, as 
his biographer ™ relates, he was conveyed, while an infant, by a tame monkey, and 
brought down without receiving the leaft harm.- 

In the afternoon we reached Odenfee, the capital of Funen ; a place of fuch high an- 
tiquity, that fome Danifh writers derive its foundation and name from Oden, the god 
and hero of the Gothic nations. But leaving fuch difquifitions to the antiquaries of the 
country, I fhall only obferve, that its name occurs in the earlieft ages of the Danith hiftory; 
and that it was a town of great note long before Copenhagen exifted. Odenfee ftands 
ona {mall river, which is not navigable two miles from the bay of Stegeftrand. Many 
of the houfes are ancient, bearing dates about the middle of the fixteenth century; but 
part is newly built: it contains five thoufand two hundred inhabitants, who carry on 
fome commerce, exporting chiefly grain and leather; the latter is much efteemed, and 
its goodnefs is fuppofed to arife from a certain property in the river water, in which it is 
foaked for tanning. The Danifh cavalry are fupplied from thence with the greater part 
of their leathern accoutrements, 

Odenfee is an. epifcopal fee, which was founded by Harald Blaatand in 980, and is 
the richeft in Denmark next to Copenhagen. It has a fchool, endowed by the celebrated 
Margaret, in which a certain number of fcholars, from fix to fixteen years of age are, 
infiructed gratis: they lodge and board in the town, and receive yearly penfions; other 
icholarfhips have been alfo founded by private perfons. ‘he whole number amounted 
to feventy. ‘There is alfo a gyminafium, inftituted by Chriitian IV. for the admiffion of 
fludents at the age of fixteen. ‘his feminary was {ill further improved by the liberality 
of Hoiberg the Danith hiftorian, who proteéted letters with the fame zeal with which 
he cultivated them ; but it is now greatly fallen from its former flourithing flate, con- 


* Svaning Vit. Chrift. IT, 
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taining, when I paffed through the town, only eight ftudents, The cathedral is a large 
old brick building, which has nothing remarkable, except fome coftly monuments of a 
private Danifh family. ‘The church which formerly belonged to the convent of Recolets, 
contains the fepulchres of John and Chriftian IJ. 

Jchn afcended the throne in 1481, on the death of his father Chriftian I., and in 
1497, renewing the union of Calmar, obtained the crown of Sweden, which the Swedes, 
however, did not long permit him to enjoy. He died on the 12th of February, 153, 
having on his death-bed admonifhed his fon Chriftian I].; admonitions which had no 
effe@ on a breaft already corrupted by power, and impatient for dominion. John would 
have aéted more wifely had he endeavoured to render the infant mind of his fon capa- 


‘ple of receiving the impreflions of virtue, and had not fhamefully neglected his educa- 


tion ;. a crime highly reprehenfible in a father, but unpardonable in a fovereign, who 
is perhaps rearing a tyrant for his fubjedts, and entailing on his country a feries of evils, 
for which he is himfelf chiefly accountable. Hiftorians agree in reprefenting John as a 
wife and prudent prince, inclined to peace, but enterprizing in war; and as generally 
moderate and humane; admitting, however, that he perpetrated occafional atts of vio- 
lence and cruelty, derived from a fpecies of melancholy madnefs, that preyed upon his 
mind, and at times deprived him of his fenfes. 

His fon, the cruel and unfortunate Chriftian II., is entombed near his father, under 
a plain grave-ftone, fomewhat railed, but without infcription. He was born at Nyborg, 
on the 2d of July 14813; and difcovered in his youth fymptoms of a lively genius and 
good underftanding, which, if properly cultivated, might have rendered him the orna- 
ment, inftead of the difhonour, of his country. ‘The young prince was entrufted to a 
common burgher of Copenhagen, and afterwards removed to the houfe of a fchool- 
matter, who wasa canon of the cathedral. In this fituation his chief employment con- 
fifted in regularly accompanying his matter to church, where he diftinguifhed himfeii’ 
beyond the other fcholars and chorifters in chaunting and finging pfalms. He was af- 
terwards configned to the tuition of a German preceptor, a man of learning, but a pe- 
dant; under whom, however, he made a confiderable proficiency in the Latin tongue. 
¥rom this humble education Chriftian imbibed a tafte for bad company, and was accuf- 
tomed to haunt the common taverns, to mix with the populace, to fcour the ftreets, and 
to be guilty of every excefs. - The King at length, informed of thofe irregularities, re- 
proved him feverely; but as’ the Prince had already contraéted habits, which were 
grown too ftrong to be eradicated, thefe admonitions were too late. He feigned, how- | 
ever, contrition for his paft behaviour, and again won the affections of his father by his 
military fucceffes in Norway, and by an unwearied application to the affairs of govern- 
ment. 

During the firft years of his reign, which commenced in 1513, his adminiftration 
was in many refpeéts worthy of praife; and the excellence of many of his laws has in. 
duced Holberg * to affirm, that if the character of Chriftian Il. was to be determined by 
bis laws, and not by his aétions, he wou!d merit the appellation of Good, rather than 
of Tyrant. Happy would it have been for himfelf and his people, had he continued to 
reign on the fame principles. 

At firft all his enterprizes were crowned with fuccefs: he abridged the power of the 
Danith nobility, and exalted the regal prerogatives ; -he obtained the crown of Sweden 
by conqueft, and was even proclaimed hereditary fovereign of that kingdom. A pru- 


dent arid temperate ufe of thefe advantages might have enfured him a long and undif 


* Dan. Gell vol, il. p. 94. 
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turbed poffeflion of the throne; but his natural difpofition, now freed from all reftraint 
by profperity, hurried him to the perpetration of the moft flagrant aéts of tyranny. The 
dreadful maffacre of Stockholm, in which fix hundred of the principal nobility were 
put to the fword, under the femblance of law, and-amid the rejoicings for his corona- 
tion, exhibited fuch a ftriking inflance of his malignant and implacable chara¢ter, that, 
on the fuccefs of Guftavus Vafa, the fpirit of refiftance diffufed itfelf rapidly from Swe- 
den to Denmark, where he had exafperated his fubjects by repeated oppreffions, and the 
confidence which he placed in the loweft and moft worthlefs favourites *. 

In 1523 Chriftian was publicly depofed by the flates of Denmark, and the crown 
transferred to his uncle Frederic Duke of Holftein. This depofition was neither the 
confequence of Frederic’s intrigues, nor of party fpirit; but occafioned by the juft and 
univerfal deteftation which pervaded all ranks of people, and had more the appearance 
of anew eleétion on the demife of the crown, than of a revolution which deprived a def- 
pot of his throne. Chriftian himfelf was fenfible of the general odium, and, though by no 
means deficient in perfonal courage, made not the leaft effort to retain pofleffion of that 
throne which he had often difhonoured. Quitting Copenhagen he repaired to Antwerp, 
under the proteétion of Charles V., whofe filter Ifabella he had married. After many 
delays and folicitations at the different courts of Europe, he at length colle&ted, by the 
Emperor’s affiftance, a fleet and army, with which he invaded the Danith dominions ; 
his attempts, however, proving unfuccefsful, he fell, in 1542, into the hands.of Fred- 
eric I., and was configned a prifoner to the caftle of Sondeborg, a {trong fortrefs in the 
ifle of Alfen. ’ ; 

The place of his confinement was a dungeon, with a fmall window, admitting only 
a few rays of light, through which his provifions were conveyed. | Having entered this 
gloomy cell, with a favourite dwarf, the fole companion of his mifery, the door was in- 
itantly walled up. Even the horrors of this fituation were aggravated by the death of 
his only fon John, who expired at Ratifbon in the fifteenth year of his age, and on the 
fame day in which his father was taken prifoner. The premature deceafe’of this ac- 
complifhed Prince, whom he tenderly loved, and on whom he refted his fole hopes of 
enlargement, reduced him to a ftate of defpondency. After much anxious folicitude 
‘by what means he could convey intelligence of his dreadful fituation to his daughter the 
Eleétrefs Palatine, and to the Emperor Charles V., the King prevailed on the dwarf to 
counterfeit ficknefs, and folicit his removal from prifon for the recovery of his health. 
It fucceisful, he was to feize the firlt opportunity of efcaping from the Danith dominions 


* The lirft of thefe favourites was the infamous Sigrebit, 
artful woman, who was a native of Holland, and had ke ninn at Bergtien in Norway, even after her 
danghter’s death, retained fuch power that fhe might be ilyled prime minifter: fhe was the only channel of 
favonr, tracdtidted all affairs of importance, had the care of the finances, fuperintended the cuftoms of the 
Sound, and had, in aword, acquired fuch a wonderful afeendancy over the infatuated monarch, that her 
jufluence was attributed to fafeination. Ou the King’s depofition, Sigrebit was fo much detefted, that, 
from apprehecsons of the popular fury, the was conveyed in a chelt on board the which carried 
Chiitian from Deamark. Holberg adds, fhe confoled the King for the lofs of his e+ » by affuring him, 
that, throug the Emperor’s intereit, he could not fai. of being chofen burgomafter of csmiterdam, The 
particulars of this woman’s life, fubfcquent to her efcape from Denmark, are not known. 

‘The other favourite of Chriftian, no lefs infamous than the former, was Nicholas Slagelbee, originally a 
barber of Weftphalia, and recommended to the King by his relation Sigrebit. He rendered himfelf fo 
ufeful to Chriflian by his fanguinary advice at the maffacre of Stockholm, and by being the initrument of 
his cruclty, that he was rewarded with the archbifhopric of Lunden. Not long afterwards, however, the 
King threw on his favourite alt the odium of the maflacre, and facrificed him to the public vengeance: the 
anfortunate vitim was firtl racked, and then burnt alive 3 exhibiting a melancholy example, what-litde 
confidence is to be repofed in the favour ofa tyrant. 
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to the court of the Electrefs, that fhe might engage the Emperor to intereede with the 
King of Denmark for fome alleviation of her father’s fufferings. ‘Phe dwarf accord- 
ingly feigned ficknefs, was transferred to the neighbouring town, eluded the vigilance 
of his guards, and made his efcape; but was overtaken at Refburgh, fcarccly a day’s 
journey from the Danifh confines. 

Chriftian, fruftrated in this attempt, and deprived of his faithful affociate, lingered 
for fome time in total folitude, until an old foldier, worn out with the f igues of war, 
offered to fhare the King’simprifonment. This veteran being immured in the dungeon, 
amufed the royal prifoner with various anecdotes on the different princes and gencrals 
under whom he had enlifted, and by defcribing the expeditions and battles in which 
he had been prefent; and, as he had ferved from his earlieft youth, was a perfon of 
much obfervation, and by nature loquacious, he affifted in relioving the tedixm of 
Chriftian’s captivity. Nor did any event, fearcely the lofs of his fon, more fenfibly 
affect the depofed fovereign, than the death of this foother of his mifery, who expired 
in the dungeon. 

After a confinement of eleven years in his original cell; Chriflian was at length -re. 
moved, through the interceffion of Charles V. to a commodious apartment in the fame 
cattle, provided with fuitable attendants, and indulged with the liberty of vifiting -in 
the town, attending divine fervice in the public church, and hunting in the neigh. 
bouring diftrid. Yct even this change of fituation, which had been fo long the fole 
object of his wifhes, could not make him forget that he was ftill a prifoner, the recol- 
lection of which affected him occafionally to fuch a degree, that he would fuddenly 
burft into tears, throw himfelf on the ground, utter the moft bitter lamentations, and 
continue for fome time in a ftate approaching to infanity. However defervedly odious 
Chriftian Il. may have appeared in the former parts of his life; yet his fubfequent fuf- 
ferings raife compaffion ; and it is 2 pleafing fatisfa€tion to every humane mind, that 
he recovered from his defpondency, and acquiefced in his fate with perfect refigna. 
tion. 

In 1546, after a confinement of fixteen years and feven months in the caftle of Son« 
derborg, he was conveyed to the palace of Callenborg, in the ifle of Zealand, a place 
to which he was particularly attached. Chriftian II]. repaired in perfon to Affens, re- 
ceived his fallen rival with great marks of attention, and promifed him every comfort 
which could tend to alle -iate his fituation. ‘hefe unvfual honours, joined to his re. 
moval from a place where hehad experienced fo much mifery, and the profpect of 
again inhabiting his favourite palace, excited tranfports of joy, and he compared him- 
felf to a perfon recalled from death *. 

Being conducted to Callenborg, he had the fatisfaction of finding thefe promifes re- 
ligioufly fulfilled. Tie furvived this happy change ten years; and his mind was fo 
foftencd by adverfity, that, old as he was, his death was haltened by affliction for the 
lofs of his benefactor Chriftian III. He died on the 2;th of January 1559, in the 
feventy-cighth year of his age, and in the thirty-fixth from the pericd of his depo- 
fition f. : 

April gth, we arrived at Affens, jufl mentioned »s the place of meeting between th 
two jovereigns ; it ftands on the Little Belt, a ftrait of the Baltic, which feparates the 
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* ¢ Quibus ile non fecus animo exhilaratur, ae fi morte extradus, novam lucem intueretur.”” Cragii 
Aonal. Chrift. ILI. p. 524. 7 

+ Thefe particulars of Chriftian the Second’s life are chiefly takeu from Holberg and Svaningii Vita 
Chriftiani Secundi. 
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ifle of Funen from the continent. This ifland is three hundred and forty miles in cir- 
cumference, fertile mpafture and grain, and exports annually to Norway, barley, oats, 
rye,and peafe. The country is open, with a gently undulating furface ; but the coats 
are generally flat and fandy. The paffage acrofs the Litttle Belt is only nine miles; 
but the wind being contrary, we were five hours in performing it. We landed on the 
duchy of Slefwick, at Arroe-Sound, fo called from the litle ifland Arroe, contiguous 
to the continent. - 

On the 11th we paffed through feveral {mall, but neat towns, beautifully fituated on 
the inlets of the Baltic, and particularly Fleniburg, which carried on a confiderable 
trade during the American war, and poffeffed two hundred merchant veffels, trading 
moftly to the Welt Indies, Peace has reftored the commerce to its old channels; 
many of the veffels have been fold, the traffic to the Weft Indies confiderably leffened, 
and the chief trade centers in the ifle of Zealand, the coafts of Norway, and Sweden. 

Between Flenfburg and Slefwic is that part of the duchy of Slefwic called Angeln or 
Engel, doubtlefs the native country of our Anglo-Saxon anceftors, who invading and 
taking poffeffion of our ifland, formerly called Britain, converted its name into Engel- 
land or England. The truth of this fa&t, fufficiently authenticated by hiftory, is ftill 
further corroborated by the refemblance which this fertile diftrict bears to our native 
ifland. : 

The country from Flenfburg to Cappel is delightful, diverfified with fcattered farm- 
houfes and frequent villages. ‘The gravel roads wind through green lanes, with quick- 
fet hedges, through inclofed fields, and {mall woods; reminding me fo much of my 
native country, that I almoft fancied I was pafling through Englith lanes and Englifh 
inclofures. 

We made this excurfion in an open cart, and, as the weather was favourable, enjoy- 
ed a conftant view of this agreeable and cultivated diftrid. According to the informa- 
tion of the peafant who drove us, the country yields all forts of grain and flax, 
and abounds in pafture; the peafants weave fufficient linen and coarfe cloth for their 
own ufe, knit their worfted ftockings, and make their boots and thoes; they procure 
hats and a better fort of cloth from Flenfburg. Their food is chiefly rye-bread, cheefe, 
eggs, milk, and occafionally meat; they diftil fpirits from malt, and make cyder, 
which is their ufual drink. 

Cappel, a fmall but neat town on the Sley, contains about five hundred and fifty 
inhabitants, who are induftrious, and carry on fome trade, exporting bacon, cheefe, 
butter, eggs, and other commodities to Copenhagen, and fupplying the interior parts 
of the province with coffee, fugar, {pices, and other foreign merchandize. ‘the envi- 
rons of Cappel are quite delightful, being grounds gently rifing, fprinkled with much 
wood, and commanding fine views of the bay. ‘ 

The duchy of Slefwic, fometimes called South Jutland, is {eparated from Holftein, 
or the King of Denmark’s German dominions. by the Eyder. ‘The capital is an irre- 
gular town of great length, and contains five thoufand fix hundred and thirty inhabi- 
tants. The houfes are of brick ; and like the other towns in the country refemble in 
neatnefs and manner of building thofe of Holland: the inhabitarits drefs alfo like the 
Dutch, and many of them {peak their tongue, though the ufual languages are the 
German and Danifh. Clofe to Slefwie is the old palace of Gottorp, formerly the ducal 
refidence, at prefent inhabited by the Stadtholder, or Governor, Prince Charles of 
Hcfle-Caffel, who married Lonifa, Princefs of Denmark. It is a large brick editice, 
furrounded by a rampart and moat: from this caftle, the ducal line founded by Adol- 
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phus fon of Frederic I. King of Denmark, was denominated Holftein Gottorp, which 
was loft in the title of Emperor, when Peter the Third afcended the throne of Ruffia. 

‘The church of Slefwie contains the monument of Frederic the Firft, fon of Chrif- 
tian the Firft. The tomb is a farcophagus-of dark marble, fupported by fix female 
figures ftanding on pedeftals, Charitv, accompanied by two children, her ufual em- 
blem ; Fortitude, holding a broken column; Prudence, with the ferpent; Juftice, 
with her fcales; Jurifprudence, with tablets; and Hope, with an anchor: their coun- 
tenances are Greek, and uncommonly pleafing, and the drapery truly elegant, after 
the antique. ‘Lowards the bottom of the farcophagus are four beautiful little angels or 
genii, with their reverfed torches, above is placed the figure of the King in armour, At 
each end are the figures of two women, of the fame fize and elegance as tnefe which, 
fupport the farcophagus ; one holds the royal coat of arms, the other a fcrele.contain- 
ing Latin verfes in praife of the deceafed. All the figures are of the fineft alabafter, 
and were probably executed in Italy. 

Frederic received as his inheritance the duchy of Slefwic, and the crown of Den. 
mark on the depofition of Chriftian the Second. Seated on the throne by the univer- 
fal fuffrages of the nation, he was eftablifhed in it rather by the zeal of his fubjects; and 
by the co-operating afliltance of Guitavus Vafa, his protector and rival, than by his . 
own prowefs. He feems indeed to have inherited the mild and pacific virtues of his 
_father Chriftian the Fir; virtues which would never have raifed him to a throne, had 
not the general odium confpired to the depofition of Chriftian the Second. He died in 
1533, aged fixty years. 

That part of the duchy which we traverfed.feemed well cultivated :- it was in general 
flat and open, but occafionally exhibited variegated landfcapes of heath, arable land, 
and pafture, inclofed with quickfet hedges, and itudded with woods of beech and oak. 
‘The farm-houfes had the appearance of great neatnefs. We paffed alfo ranges of new 
cottages, lately ere€ted for colonifts at the expence of the crown; they are {pacious, 
and refemble thofe of Weftphalia, containing, under the fame roof, a large barn, with 
divifions for the cattle on each fide, and two rooms at-the further end,for the family. 
Each colonift is fupplied with ploughs, carts, and other implements of agriculture, two 
horfes, and a penfion during three years, : 

About twenty miles from Slefwic we quitted that duchy, and at Rendfburgh crofled 
the Eyder into Holftein, which river is confidered as forming on this fide the limits of 
Germany. 

Rend{burgh is efteemed the ftrongeft fortre’s in the Danifh territories. The town, 
which contains three thoufand fix hundred inhabitants, carries on but little trade, 
fcarcely poffeifing three veffels. It muft foon, however, become a place of importance, 
as the canal of Kiel will introduce a confiderable degree of commerce. ‘The laft fluice 
is to be conftructed at Rendfburgh. The Eyder is navigable for large veflels within a 
fhort diftance of the town, while thofe of inferior burden land their goods on the quays. 
‘Lhe tide, which rifes near four feet, brings fand into the channel; and floating ma- 
chines are continually employed to deepen its bed. 

‘The environs are chiefly a flat barren heath; but as we approached Kiel, the coa({ts 
gradually became hilly and more fertile. We pafled between the Wetter and Flemhu- 
der lakes, again crofied the Eyder, there only a fmall rivulet, and arrived in the even. 
ing at Kiel. The diftri€t of Kiel’is that portion of the duchy of Holftein, which de- 
fcended to the line of Holftein-Gottorp, and belonged to Peter IIIf. as part of his he- 
reditary dominions. In 1773 the Emprefs of Ruffia ceded it to the King of Denmark, 
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in exchange for the counties of Oldenburgh and Delmenhorft, which: fhe gave'to the 
Prince Bithop of Lubec. This exchange was favourable fo Denmark, as the King now 
poffeffes the whole duchy of Holftein; and the intended junétion of the Baltic and the 
North Sea wiil be formed entirely through the Danith territories, 

Kiel poffeffes an univerfity for the German fubjeGs of Denmark, founded in 1650 by 
Chriftian Albert, Duke of Holitein-Gottorp, and confiderably enlarged by the‘prefent 
King; it contains twenty-four profeflors, and about three hundred ftudents. The town 
ftands on a fmall peninfula in a bay of the Baltic, and has a very commodious harbour 
for large fhips. It is already one of the moft commercial places of Helftéin; and the 
trade will be fill further augmented when the inland navigation acrols the peninfula is 
finifhed. i : 

‘This inland navigation, for the jun@ion of the two feas, is formed acrofs the duchy 
of Holftein,-by the canal of Kiel and the river Eyder, which paffes by Rendiburgh, and 
fails into the German ocean at ‘Tonningen. i 

The canal begins about three miles north of Kiel, at the mouth of the rivulet Lewen- 
fawe, which heretofore feparated Holftein from Slefwic, and will form a new boundary 
between thofe twoduchies. The diftance from its beginning to the lait fluice at Rendi- 
burgn is twenty-feven Eaglith miles ; but as the Eyder is navigable about fix miles and 
thiee.quarters above Rendfburgh, and only requires to be deepened in fome places, the 
cut neceflary for the completion of the communication between the two feas is only 
twenty miles and a half. , ; 

The canal was begun in July 1777; and in June 1785, when I laft examined it, was 
almott finifhed. The work was performed by contract; one thoufand and twenty-four 
cubic feet* of earth were taken out for eight fhillings; and the whole expence 
was to-amount to about 800,0001. Between the Flemhuder lake and the rivulet La- 
vens is the highelt point, on each fide whereof the waters take different courfes to the 
Baltic and German Ocean; in this part the ground muft be excavated to the depth of 
fifty feet. ‘The perpendicular fall towards the Baltic is twenty-five feet fix inches; that 
towards the ocean twenty-three ; and the veffels will be raifed or let down by means of 
fix fluices; Holtenau, Knorp, Suckdorf, Shinkel, Niederholten, and Rendfburgh, 
The breadth of the cut is one hundred feet at top, and fifty-four at bottom; the fluices 
are twenty-feven feet in breadth, and one hundred in length ; the loweft depth of water 
ten feet. The canal will be furnithed with water as far as Steinwarp from the Eyder, 
ani the lakes Flemhuder and Welter, from thence to Renfburgh by the Wetter lake, 
from which iflues a rivulet that joins the Eyder. Merchantmen of about one hundred 
and twenty tons burden will be able to navigate this canal. 

The utility of this important undertaking will be evident from a mere infpection of the 
map of Denmark. At prefent even the {inalleft veffels, trading from any part of the 
Danifh dominwns in the Baltic to the Northern Sea, muft make a circuit round the 
extremity of Jutland, and are liable to be detained by contrary winds. This navigation, 
is fo tedious, that goods thipped at Copenhagen for Hamburgh are not unufually fent by 
fea on'y to Lubec, and from thence by land, 

ihe object of thofe wio planned this canal was no lefs than to draw by Kiel into the 
Baltic the commerce of Bremen, Hanover, and Weftphalia, which is now carried down 
the Vefer, and by Gluckitadt upon the Elbe to Hamburgh and Lubec, and to facilitate 
the tranfport of merchandize from Holland and the north fea to the ports of the Baltic. 
But the principal impediment to the fuccefs of this canal feems to arife from the difficult 


® The foot uled in this chapter is to the Englifh as 21 to 22. 
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navigation of the Eyder between Rendfburgh and Tonningen, on account of the nu- 
mey fhoals occafioned by the fhifting fands, which not unfrequently render the en- 
trance into the Eyder impradiicable, and always prevent any veflels from pafling which 
draw more than nine feet of water. Few fhips, therefore, which navigate the Baltic, 
will unload their goods at Kiel, in order to embark them in fmaller veflels for Tonnin- 
yen, where the merchandize muit be again reimbarked. Ships failing from the Baltic 
to the Englifh or French ports will doubtlefs prefer the navigation round the Cattegate, 
with all its dangers and difficulties. Thofe deftined for Hamburgh, or the adjacent 
‘parts, will choofe, perhaps, the fhorter and more iecure paflage of the canal. But it is 
much té be doubted, whether the commerce between Hamburgh and the north will be 
fuflicient to anfwer the expences of the conftruction. ‘The trade of Kiel, at all events, 
will be greatly increafed by this canal; but the principal depofitory of the merchandize 
will be at Rendfburgh *. : 

After having examined the canal and town of Kiel, we continued our route, and, in 
eizhteen miles, reached a {mall village beautifully feated between two lakes, in the mid{t 
of a romantic country, interfperfed with forefts of beech and oak. ‘The largett of thefe 
Jakes is that of Ploen, the banks of which are adorned with the town of Ploen, the ca- - 
pital of the duchy, which efcheated to the King of Denmark in 1761, on the deceafe of 
the laft Duke Charles without iffue male. The palace, formerly the ducal refidence, 
rifing in the midft of the town, on elevated ground, and overlooking the lake is a pic. 
turefque object. ; 

The road from Ploen to Eutin runs along a fertile country, through fields of corn 
and pafture, enclofed with “ hedge-row elms and coppice green,” and beautifully in- 
terfperfed with groves of oak and beech. 

Evutin is a town with a palace belonging to the Prince Bifhop, in which he ufually re- 
fides, and from which he affumes his title. ‘The prefent Prince is brother to Adolphus 
Frederic, late King of Sweden : it is, like Ofnabrug, a fecular bifhoprick. ‘The palace 
is a large brick building, on the banks of a lake, and contains nothing worthy of obfer- 
vation, except a few indifferent family piGures; amongft which I remarked one of the 
Duke of Anhalt, father of the fortunate Catharine the Second, Emprefs of Ruffia, 
and another of Charles, Duke of Holftein, father of the unfortunate Peter the Third. 

‘The grounds are laid out in ftraight walks, with cut hedges, ftagnant canals, and jets 
@eau ; an intermediate plot of ground is called an Englifh garden, and confifts chiefly of 
sig-zag walks, which, according to the opinion of moft foreigners, are ridiculoufly 
fuppofed to form the peculiar excellence of our ftyle. 

Lubec, the head of the Hanfeatic league, was formerly the moft commercial city, and 
powerful republic of the north; her fleet bade defiance to the northern powers, and 
rode miftrefs of the Baltic. How are the mighty fallen! fhe no longer retains a fhadow 
of her former power, has loft great part of her trade, and her commerce, confiderably 
diminifhed, will fuffer ftill more diminution, if the canal of Kiel fhould anfwer the pur- 
pofes for which it was planned: for by that means great part of the merchandize which 










* This canal was opened in 1785, and the following is a lift of the veflels which paffed through it during 
nine fucceflive years : 


1785— 453 vellels, including 44 foreign. 1790— 961 veffels, including 293 foreigne 
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now paffes through this town will be conveyed along the canal, and down the Eyder to 
Tonningen, and thence by fea and up the Elbe to Hamburgh. To counteract thele ef: 
fe€ts, profeflor Buefch has formed a plan to render the Steiknitz navigable for veffels 
of burden as far as Lauenburgh. Should this projeét be carried into execution, the ad- 
vantages arifing to the duchy of Lauenburgh, as well as to the city of Lubec, are too: 
evident to require an explanation. : 

The houfes of Lubec are built in an ancient ftyle of architeéture, the doors being 
fo large as to admit carriages into the hall, which frequently ferves for a coach-houfe, 
The walls of many houfes bear the date of the-fifteenth century; and doubtlefs, at that 
period, the town was elteemed extremely beautiful. 

‘Lhe quay of Lubec is on the river Trave, which falls into the fea at the diftance of 
fourteen miles, and admits veffels from one hundred and fifty to two hundred tons bur- 
den, and fometimes, but rarely, three hundred. I obferved about one hundred and. 
twenty merchant-thips deftined to Ruffia, Sweden, and Denmark. The trade is chiefly 
a trade of commiflion, drawing from Ruffia, Sweden, and Denmark, their raw comnio» 
dities, and fupplying them with wines, filks, cloth, and fteel ware. 

Being unwilling to quit the territory of Lubec without vifiting Travemunde, we fet: 
off at five in the afternoon, and at feven reached Travemunde, diftant from Lubec: 
about nine miles. We found aclean and comfortable inn, good accommodations,.and - 
a civil landlord, who fpoke Englith. : 

Travemunde, or the mouth of the Trave, is.the port where the veffels trading to and 
from Lubec take their ftation. We hired a boat, and rowed round the port to the 
road; the port is able to contain fixty veflels, and fufficiently deep to admit thofe of two 
hundred tons burden, the fame as afcend the Trave to Lubec. Men of war ride at an- 
chor in the road. Our landlord procured from the pilot a lift of the merchant-thips 
which took their departure from Travemunde in the following years :—~ 

In 1778, nine hundred and forty-one fhips; in 1779, nine hundred and fixteen ; in- 
1780, eight hundred and three; in 1781, niae hundred and thirty-five ;. in 1782, eight 
hundred and fifty-eight ; in 1783, nine hundred and fifty-one. Of thefe he conjec- 
tured that one hundred and fifty belonged to Lubec, three hundred were Danifh, two 
hundred and fifty Swedith, one hundred Pruffian, twenty Danifh, and ten Englith. 
‘Lravemunde is defended (if it can be called defence).by a {mall-fortrefs mounting forty 
guns, and containing a garrifon of fifty men. 

We paffed through Ratzeburgh, a fmall fortified town, prettily fituated on.an ifland 
in the midft of a lake thirty miles in circumference ; the banks abrupt, and pleafantly- 
feathered with wood. ‘he town partly belongs to the duchy of Mecklenburgh Strelitz, 
and partly to that of Saxe Lauenburgh. ‘The buildings are of brick ; almoft every 
houfe is fhaded with a tree, which forms a fingular and agreeable appearance.. 

From the lake of Ratzeburgh iffues the river Wakenitz, which joins the Trave near: 
Lubec, and thus facilitates the water-communication between Lubec and thefe parts. 
‘The duchy of Saxe Lauenburgh belongs to the King of England, as Elector of Hanover. 

The road winds at a fmall diftance from the lake of Ratzeburgh, commanding diver. 
fified views of wood, water, and fields of corn.and.pafture. ‘ 

Near Moellen is the navigation of the Steiknitz,; which unites the Elbe and the Trave, 
This water-communication 1s formed by the two {mall rivulets, the Steiknitz and the 
Devenau, the former falls into the Frave, and the latter into the Elbe at Lavenburgh 5. 
they were united by a canal, cet by order of the government of Lubec, in the fourteenth. 
century, feppofed to be the firft canal which had double fluice-gates. ‘The average 
denth of water deine only three feet and a half. no heavv-laden veil=!s can pafs.. “Phe 
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' watermen belonging to fome barges carrying corn-and planks, told me, that they had: 
employed eight days in coming from Lubec fo Moellen, which is only thirty-fix miles 
by land, and did not expeét to reach Lauenburgh in lefs than eight days more. Ses 
venteen locks mutt be paffed between Lubec and the Elbe at, Lauenburgh ; yet, not. 
withftanding this inconvenience, about four hundred and forty veflels annually navigate 
the canal, The environs of Moellen are agreeably diverfifed with fine woods of oak, 
beech, and birch. ; He 

During my progrefs through Sweden and Denniark, I remarked, with attentive cue 
riofity, many of thofe regular circles of ftones which are fo frequently fcattered over the 
face, not only of thefe countries, but of our own. According to the plan I have ge. 
nerally followed in the courfe of this work, I fhall firft defcribe thofe which fell under 
nry immediate obfervation, and then throw together a few remarks on their. probable 
origin and deftination. : . ; 

-In the province of Weft.Gothland, between Kalange and Lidkioping, I obferved on 
the top of an hill two rude mafles of red granite, placed upright on each fide of the high 
road. The talleft meafured fifteen feet in height, five {pans and a half in breadth; the 
other was about twelve feet high, fix fpans broad, and both were no more than four 
inches thick. Ina plain near Runneby, in the province of Blekinge, I noted many 
ranges of {tones fet up endways, and forming various circles, all of which plainly re- 
ferred to one general difpofition. 1 counted at leaft ten of thefe circles, and among the 
moft perfect, one of eight ftones, whofe diameter meafured five paces, and another of 

, ten, whofe diameter was feven ; the {tones were from two to four feet in height, and 
the higheft did not exceed ten. . : 

Again, clofe to Skillinge, the neareft poft to Carlfcrona, are feveral fimilar remains. 
on a rocky eminence, confilting of many oval or circular ranges; the greater part were 
in the rough ftate; fome were hewn flat and broad, and others fomewhat refembled 
pillars pointed at top in the rudeft manner. At the fummit of therock feveral concen- 
tric ranges inclofed a {pace of about ten feet diameter, in the centre of which {tood two 
flat ftones, {carcely three feet in height, placed edgeways, and between them was the 
lower part of a withered trunk, the remains of atree, which had once flourifhed in 
that fpot. It appeared to me like an oak; and a perfon attached tothe hypothefis, 
that fuch circles are druidical relics, might, with a fmall degree of enthufiafm, have con- 
fidered this very tree as the central oak; could he fuppofe that the religion of the 
Druids was-ever eftablifhed in thefe northern kingdoms. The-largeft of thefe ftones 
was about twelve feet in height. On the fouthern fide of the village were fimilar mo- 
numents of-antiquity, the higheft of which meafured eighteen feet, and we continually 
obferved remains of the fame in our route through Sweden. : 

In the Danith ifles, as well as in Slefwic and Holftein, thefe circles o¢curred no lefs 
frequently than in Sweden, but none of the {tones were large; few which fell under 
my obfervation exceeding fix or feven feet in height, and the greater part were not more 
than two or three. In fome places I noticed. two laid edgeways, and upon them an un- 
formed ma{s of ftone in an horizontal pofition, which is exattly fimilar to the Britith 
Cromlech. One of thefe monuments is thus defcribed in Colonel Floyd’s Journal : 

“ About three or four Englith miles from Corfoer, at the extremity of a wood, ftand- 
ing’on a promontory, | found one of the moft perfeét of thefe ancient monuments, «I 
oblerved a large mound of earth, on the fummit of which large conical granite ftones, 
ftanding at {mall intervals from each other, enclofed an oval fpace of a very confiderable - 
extent, In the center and higheft point, a huge, fhapelefs mafs of granite was laid ho- 
rizontally on four other flones, almoft buried beneath the furface of the ground, Near 
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it was another mound, on the top of which another large ftone was placed in a fimilar 
“manner on four others. I remarked veltiges of trenches; but as the place was covered 
with underwood, and night approached, I could not trace their direction.” 

‘Yo our inquiries in feveral parts of Sweden, concerning the origin of thefe ancient 
relics, the peafants generally anfwered, that they were ereCed bya race of” giants for- 
merly inhabiting thefe countries. We have many fimilar monuments in our ifland, and 
particularly that of the Rol-rich ftones, near Burford in Oxfordshire, the Snake’s Head 
of Overton Temple, as defcribed by Stukeley * ; fome of thofe which are delineated in 
Borlafe’s Antiquities of Cornwall, and that circular range in Cumberland, of which Mr. 
Pennant t has given an engraving in his Tour to Scotland, feem moft to refemble thofe 
which I obferved in Sweden and Denmark. I cannot, however, but add, that Olaus 
‘Wormius, and other authors, highly.exaggerate when they deduce any refemblance be- 
tween the ftupendous fabric of Stone Henge, and thefe trifling, though genuine, remains 
of high antiquity, and {till more erroneoufly conclude from that fanciful refemblance, 
that Stone Henge { was conftructed by our Anglo-Saxon anceftors, who migrated from 
thefe northern parts. Z 

Endlefs controverfies have arifen among the learned ‘concerning their origin and 
deftination ; and each author maintains that they were raifed by that particular nation, . 
or fect, which beft fuits his favourite hypothefis. Thus they are ftyled by different au- 
thors, Celtic, Gothic, Danith§, Saxon, Piic; and by others have been folely attri- 
buted to the Druids, a favourite order of men, under whom we are too apt to fhelter 
our ignorance. Although thefe rude monuments are undoubtedly of fuch high anti« 

uity as almoil to baffle cur inquiries, yet we may infer, from hiftorical evidence, that 
they had not all the fame original deftination ; fome were raifed as memorials of mas 


* Stukeley’s Abury, p. 4. tab. iil, p. 4o. and tab. xxi, 

+ Tour into Scotland, acd annexed plate. 

{ It is curious to trace the different fyftems which have been framed concerning the origin of Stone 
Henge: and to obferve upon what vague and uncertain principles each author has founded his hypo- 
thefis, 

The celebrated architect, Inige Jones, in a work entitled « Stone Henge reftored,” endeavours to af- 
certain, but without fufficient proof, that it was a Roman temple, confecrated to Colum, and conftruéted 
between the times of Agricola and Conftantine the Great. Dr. Charleton, on the contrary, in his « Stone 
Henge reftored to the Danes,” entirely overturns the fyitem of Inigo Jones; and contends, with more in- 
genuity than argument, that it was built in the beginning of Alfred’s reign by the Danes, who over-ran 
great, part of England, as a place for the election of their kings. 

Joln Webb, Efq. in “ A Vindication of Stone Henge reftored,”’ refutes, with much learning, the opi« 
nion of Dr. Charleton, but fails in re-eftablithing the fyftem of Inigo Jones. Some fuppofe it to have 
been erected in memory of four hundred and fixty Britons maffacred by Hengift; a chimerical notion, 
arifing merely from the fimilarity of the words Henge and Hengilt; others, that it was raifed in honour of 
Aurelius Ambrofiug, the laft Britifh king 5 and a few that it was a fepulchral monument of Bonduca, by 
the Old Britons. 

Dr, Stukeley, in his elaborate treatife on Stone Henge, has completely overturned all thefe 
fyitems of former writers; but is not equally fuccefsful in eftablithing his favourite polition, that it was a 
Druidical temple. 

In a word, all that can be collected, from a diligent examination of the feveral fyftems, is, that it isa 
monument of very high antiquity, far beyond the reach of hiftory or tradition ; and that there are not fuf- 
ficient data by which any certain opinion can be formed of its origin. 

-§ Olaus Wormius, in the true fpirit of national prejudice, fuppofes all thefe monuments to have been 
evected bythe Danes, becaufe great numbers are found in Denmark, upoa which affertion Stukeley ob- 
ferves, their being in Denmark does not prove them to have been founded by the Danes, as they exiited in 
that country long before any mention is made in hiftory of the Danes; but they muft have been raifed be- 
fore that people occupied the northern ifles, by the Cimbrians, or Goths of old; and if not by them, by 
whom is not known from ftory. B 
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terial events; others as fepulchres; but the greater part were probably places, or * obs 
jets, of facred worthip. In the earlier ages of the world, we find that ftones were 
erected for all thefe purpofes, and by different nations ;_ but as it would be tedious to 
enumerate the feveral proofs of the aflertion, I muft refer the reader to Borlafe’s Dif. 
fertations on fimilar monuments exifting in our own country, as the moft able writer on 
this fubject. How can we poffibly confine to any particular nation, or religion, cuftoms 
ufed indifcriminately by all in rerzote periods, or how can we aflign their epoch, fince 
moft of them were either raifed before the Chriftian zera, or preceded the introduéticn 


of the gofpel into thofe parts, when no certain tradition or literary records were extant, 
to afcertain their origin? : 


* Many inftances of the worthip of ftones occur among the ancient Pagans; and it appears that fome 


were held no lefs facred in thefe northern regions. Among others, one was worfhipped at Gilia, in Ice« 


land, before the introduction of Chriltianity : “ Zn Giia lapis, quem majores corum religiofe coluerant, utpote a 


genio fuo tutcleri inhabitari tradentes?” Yriltni Saga, Pp. 13. 


Gencalogical 


Genealogical Table of the Kincs of Denmarx, from Hararp Biaaranp to Curistian L. 


— 


1. Harovp VI, Blaatand, King of Denmark 939; died 989. 


2. Sweyn I. King 989; died 101g. 
| 





3 Canure II. the Great, King Esrripa, married Ulf Jarh, 
of Denmark and England, 
died 1036; mar. Emma of 
Normandy, and widow of 





























Ethelred, King of England. 6. Swryn I. King of Denmark, 10603 died 1074. 
4. Haratp Hareroor, 5. HaRDICANUTE, 7. Harors, died & Canute IV. 9. Oror, or OLaus, 11. NicuoLas, 
King of England, K. of Denmark, 1080, died 1086. died 1992. fometimes called died 1135. 
1036; died 1034. 1036; d. 1042. Eric IV. d. 1103. * 
a 
: 3° 
Haran, Canute, St. Duke of Sletwick, King 12, Exic 1V. Emun A daughter Macnus, fay 
of the Obotrites, affaffinated by K.11355 d.1137. died 1135. - 
Magnus fon of Nicholas, 11316 I" o 
: taf 
| 13. Exre V. Lam. 14. Canure, tea 
15. Varpemanr I, the Great, King 11573 died 1182, 14. Sweyn IL died 1147. joint fove~ = 
died 1157. reign with ta 
Sweyn HL. S 
16. Canute VI, died 1202. 17. Warpemar I, died 1241. : d. 1157. 2 
A 
Watnemanr, joint fovereign with his father, and fometimes called Waldemar III. d. 1231, 18. Ertc Vi. K.x2413 d. 1250. 20. Cunieconiey f. King 1250, 8 
‘ died 1259+ 
\ | . 
19. Anex, King 12503 died 1252. | 3 
az. Eric VIL Glippiny, a 
cana reer K.1259; 1286, bs 








Varprwan, Duke of Slefivick. Ente, Duke of Slefwick. 
42. Eare VI, Menved; K,12863 d. 1319. 23. Cuxisrorner Il. K. 13193 d. 1334+ Marearet, mar. Nicholaas de Verde. 
23, Varpemar UE. called fometimes Valdemar iV. K. 1340. Soruia, mar. Gerard Count of Holftcin. 


atter an interregnum of fix years; died 1375. t 





ad \ 


Heyry, died 14277. Aponruus, dr4g9.  Gexorv,d. 1433. Frpwigk, mar. 

















InczsuaGA, m. Heary Duke of Mecklenburgh, 26. Marcaner, m. Hequin K. of ‘Theodoric Count 
Norway, who died 14.89 5 Queen ot Oldenburg 5 
o { of Denmark, Sweden, aud Nor- ; eed 1440. 
Maria, married Wratiflas Duke of Pomerania. way. died 1420, aged 60. is 
z we 
1 iz - 9. a 
7 Evuc IX, of Pomeran'a; K.1420; Sorara, m. John, fon of 25- OLaus, or Cros, K.13753 4.2387. ag. Curisttan |, K, of Denmark, 1443. 
dep 3m. 1406, Philip- Robert, Emperor of Ger- 
pina deughter of Henry [V. of many and Elector Platine. 


England; d. in Pomerania 1449+ | ° 


| : 
a% CupisToruer Ill. ». Bavaiia, K. vpou the depofition of Erie, 2439; d- 1448. 


a 
. 


Genealogical Table of the Krnes of Denmark of the -Houfe of O.pznzurc. 





x, Curistian I. Count of Oldenburg and Delmerhorft, King of Denmark, Sweden, and Norway, 1448: died 1481s 





4. Freperic I. K. upon the depofition of Chriftian 1. 
in 1523; d.15333 mar. x. Anne of Brandenburgh; 


fi Marcarer, mar. James Ill. K. of Scotland. 
; 2. Sophia, Princefs of Pomerania Stettin, 


2. Joun, died 1513. 


3 Curistian II. dootet 1523; m. Elizabeth fitter of the Emperor Charles V. died 1559. | 
° l 








Craistina, m. 3. Francis Sforza 5. Cuatstian I. Apo.enys, author of — Exizaseru,m. Ulric Duke of 














Joux, died Dorotuy, m. iv 1532, 
1532, at Frederic Il. Eleétor Duke of Milan ; 2. Francis Duke died 1558; mar. the line of the Dukes Mecklenbuygh, 
Rat{bon, Palatine; and died of Loraine, from whom de- Dorothy of Saxe of Holitein-Gottorp, 
aged 14. 1580, without iffae. fcended, in a regular line, Fran- Lawenburgh. from whom defcend- 
cis lare Emperor of Germany. | edreterlivofRufia. sonra, m, Frederic Il. 
o _ 

6. Freviric Il, b. 15343 Masnus, d. 1540; Bithop of Joux, Duke of Slefwick, b. 1545; died 16225 Donotuy, b. 15463; m. Maximilian 
d. 1583 ; os. Sophia Princefs AGfet ad Pilten, and titular author of the branches of Sonderborg, Norborg, Duke of Luneburgh; from whom 
of Mecklenburgh. K. of Livonia; 4.1583. Gluckiborg, and Plan. sthe Electors of Hanover, 

Furzapetu, b. 5733 m, Anne, b. 15743 m. James 7. CurisTIaANIV. b. 15773 4.16485 Joun, b. 1583; died 
Herre luke of Bruntwick King of England. m. Anne Catharine PrincefS of Bran- at Mofcow 1602. 

Lunenburgh. denbureh. 
CurisTian, b. 1603; 8. Freperie Hl. b, 16095 4. 1670; m, Sophia Uxnic, d. 1605. 
died 1647. Amelia, Princet’ of Brunfwick Lunenburgh. 
Vy 
. Cristian V.b. 16463 d. 16993 Guonce, b. 16535 m. Anne Queen of England, Several daughters, among whom Ulrica Eleo~ 
nora, m,to Charles XI, King of Sweden, 


m, Charlotte Amelia of + effe Caffel, 


J 
10. Frenerie 1V. b. 16713 d. 1730. 


| 
. £746; mar. Chriftina Sophia Princefs of Brandenburgh Bareith. 





11. Curistian Vib. 16995 


| 
x2, Freperic V. bora 1723; died 17653 mar. 1.Louifa, daughter of George Il. King of England; 2. Juliana Maria, daughter of Ferdinand Albert of 
£runfwick. Wolfenbottel. 





xj. Curistian VIL b. 17493 Sornta Macvanena, born Winnermina Caronina, Louisa, b. 1750; m. Charles Freperic, b. 175355 
mar. Matilda, fitter of 1746; m. Guftavus HE the b. 1750; m. William He- fecond fon ct Frederic, Land- m. Sophia Frederica 
George III. King of Eng late King of Sweden reditary Prince of Heffe- ., grave of Heffe-Caffel, Princefs of Mecklen+ 
land. Cat | s hurgh Schwerin. 


| 


Freperic, bern 1768: 


iTddV 





Levisa AucusTa, b. 199773 
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APPENDIX, Nol 


List of the DanisH Army. 
Infantry.—Danith and Holftein. Regulars and Militia. 














Feot Guards, reg. oe 5 486 Bornholm ditto, mixt 7 . 1478 
Danith royal regiment, mixt - 1778 Slefwic ditto, mixt - - 3778 
Norway, ditto, mixt - - 1778 Holitein ditto, mixt - - 1778 
King’s ditto, mixt - - 1778 Falfter ditto, mixt - - 1770 

ucen’s ditto, mixt = 4S 1778 Moenditto, mixt - - ign 
Prince Royal’s ditto, mixt - 1778 Delmenhorfl’s ditto, mixt - 1778 
Prince Frederic’s ditto, mixt - 1778 
Jutland ditto, mixt - - 1778 Total of Danith and Holftein Infantry 25,378" 
Oldenburgh ditto, mixt + 7 1778 

Infantry of Norway, 
Regiment of Sunderfield, reg. ~ 1376 Firlt ditto of Bergenhuus, nat: - 1916 
Ditto of Nordenfield, reg. - - 1375 Second ditto of Bergenhuus, nat. - 1916 
Firttreg Agerhuus, national - 1956 Firlt ditto Vertebeck, nat. - 1g16 
Second ditto, nat. - - 1956 Second ditto, nat. - - 1916 
Firtt ditto Smaalchen, nat. - 1800 Corps of light troops, nat. - ¢60 
Second ditto, nat. - - 2082 Regiment of artillery, mixt - 277% 
Firft ditto Drontheim, nat. - 2082 Corps of engincers, reg. - - 34. 
Second ditto, nat. a & 1916 : 
Phird ditto, nat. - - 2089 Total of Infantry of Norway . 32,053 
Firft ditto Oplande, nat. - 2075 ae 
Second ditto, nat. - - 1916 
Cavalry.—Danifh and Holttein, : 
Horle guards, regulars - . 16t Funen, mixt - ” - 582- 
Royal "anith regiment, mixt - 582 Slefwic, mixt . - - - 82 
Norway ditto, mixt - - 582 Holftein, mixt - “ . 562 
Firlt regiment of Zealand, mixt - 582 " 
Second dito, mixt - - okt 4g17 
Of jutland, mist - - 582 aOn 
Cavalry of Norway. 

Firft Regiment of dragoons, nat. - 1168 “otal of Cavalry, . 10,478 
Firlt ditto of Sundenfield, nat. - 1168 ‘Yotal of Infantry - 56,434 
Second ditto, national - 7 1167 ee 
Third ditto, nat. - - 1079 Total of the Danifh troops 66,509 
Regiment of Nordcnfield, nat ~ 1079 cacnrennt 
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Names, 


; ‘Chriftian VIL. 


Superb 


. Sophia Frederica 


Jultitia 
Vandal - 


+ Queen Louifa 
. Copenhagen 
« Queen Juliana 


Prince Royal 
Denmark 
Jutland 

Prince Frederic 


. Oere Sund 


Northern Lion 


. Elephant 

. Oldenburgh 
. North Star 
+ Zealand 

. Neptune 

. Storman 

. Iceland 

. Via 
. Pi 
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No. If. 
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List of the Danish Navy in 1779. 


Suphia Magdalena 
. Princefs Wilhelmina 
. Danebrog 

. Holftein 

. Wagria 

. Tufoeds Retten 
. Ditmarffen 

. Delmenhurft 

. Ebenezer 

. Netrleblad 

. Fonen - 
. Greenland 

. Saint Croix 

. Mars - 
. Slefwic 

. Difco - 


Ships of the Line. 


pore ts 


Guns. 





90 
8o 


74 


__ Station 





Copenhagen 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditte ° 
Ditto 
North Sea 
Copenhagen 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Nitto 


. Ditto 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

North Sea 
Copenhagen 
Ditto 

North Sea 
Ditto 
Copenhagen 
Ditto 

Ditto 


Wher built. 


1 


1767. 
1763, 
1775: 
1777+ 
1742. 
17446 
1744. 
1752. 
1755. 
1757+ 
1760. 
¥761, 
1756, 
1765, 
1769. 
1740. 
1746. 
1750. 
1750. 
1751. 
1751. 
1754. 
1763. 
1764. 
1772 
1772. 
1772 
17,6. 
1742. 
1743. 
1758. 
1746. 
1746. 
1756. 
1758. 
1760. 


- 1766, 
17986 - 


For Parade 


Condemned 
Diito 


Condemned 
For Parade. 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Condemned 
Ditto 


Condemned 
Parade 


Frigates. 
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3750. Paradé 


1753. Parade 
1754. Parade 


Bomb Ketches.—Bravery ; Serious; Comet; Courage; Dragon.. 


e Frigates. 

Names. Guns. Station. | a Wher built.’ 
1. Pearl - - - . 34 Copenhagen. - 1772. - 
a. Kiel : - - 36. Ditto - 1775. 
3. Bornholm - - 36 Ditto - 1774. 
4 Moen - - - 36 Ditto - 19776 
5. Croncborg - - 34 Litto - 1776. 
6. Chriltiana - oan 34 Ditto 
7. Dockin * - - 24 Ditta ‘ 
8. Moen - - - 28 - + 1752. 
g. Blue Eagle - - 50 - - 
Yo. Savage - - - 18 - - ° 
11. Chriftianborg - - 34 North Sea = 1758. 
12. Sea Horfe - - 18 Ccpenhagen - 1758. 
13. Langeland - - 18 Ditto + 1758. 
14. Fallter - - - 30 ©6Ditto - 1760. 
15. Syren .- - - ; Ditto 
16. Tranquebar - - 34 Ditto - 1761, 
17, Alfen ~ : - - Ditto. 
18. Chriftiana - - 30 Nitto - 1766. 
19. Ferve . - . 34 Ditto - 1766. 
20, Sanroe ” - . 22 Dito = 4770. 
Eagle Royal Yacht - - 26 Copenhagen - 1756.. 
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“TRAVELS IN NORWAY: 
By the Same, 


ee 


Cuap. 1.—General Remarks on Norway.—Hiftory.— Geography. — Benefits of the Norway 
Law.—Peafants.—Climate. 


NORWAY was formerly an independent kingdom, governed by its own. hereditary 
fovereigns. On the demife of Hagen the Fifth, in 1319, without male iffue, his grand. 
fon. in the female line, Magnus Smek, united the kingdoms of Sweden and Norway. 
Magnus was fucceeded on the throne of Norway by his fon Hagen the Sixth, hufband 
of the celebrated Margaret ; and at his deceafe, in 1380, Norway was united to Den- 
mark by their fon Olof the Fifth; who dying without if_ue, Margaret herfelf was raifed 
to the throne by the unanimous fuffrages of the nation. On her death it defcended; with 
Denmark and Sweden, to her nephew, Eric of Pomerania.. Sweden was afterwards fe- 
parated from Denmark by the valour and addrefs of Guftavus Vafa; but Norway has 
‘continued united to the crown of Denmark. ‘ 

Norway is formed by nature into two great divifions, Northern, and Southern or 
Norway Proper, feparated from each other by the fmall Swedifh province of Herr- 
dahl. : 

Northern Norway isa long and narrow flip of land, extending as far as North Cape, 
‘beyond the feventy-firlt degrée of latitude, the moft northern point of Europe; it is dis 
vided into Nordland and Finnmark, and comprehended in the government of Dron- 
theim. . 

Southern, or Norway Proper, is bounded to the north and eaft by Sweden, and to 
the weft and fouth by the northern ocean. It is divided into four governments, Agger- 
huus or Chriftiana, Chriftianfand, Berghen, and Drontheim. 

Although Norway comprehends a large tra&t of territory, yet from its rocky foil and 
climate, the number of inhabitants is by no means proportionate to the extent of the 
country. Perhaps the following tables, giving the number of births and deaths during 
Seven years, may affift in forming a probable {tatement of the population : 








Births. Deaths. 

1777 - - 23933¢ 7 - 15,655 
1778 - - 23,487. - - 15,222 
1779 - - 23,862 - - 20,768 
1780 - - 245711 - - 18,523 
1786 - - 24,153 - - 16,072 
31782 - . 23,944 - * 17,503 
2783 - : 215554 a - 195357 

Sum total 165,042 123,100 
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By dividing one hundred and fixty-five thoufand and forty-two, the fum total of births 
during the feven years, by feven, we have twenty-three thouland five hundred -and {e- 
venty-feven for the annual average of births ; and by dividing one hundred and twenty- 
three thoufand one hundred, the fum total of deaths, by the fame number, we have 
feventeen thoufand five hundred and eighty-five for the annual average of deaths. If, 
on a fuppofition that in the whole kingdom one in thirty-five dies annually, we multi- . 
ply f-venteen thoufand five hundred and eighty-five, the annual number of deaths, by 
thirty-five, we have fix hundred and fifteen thoufand four hundred and feventy-five for 
the population of Norway. Or, if we multiply twenty-three thoufand five hunded and 
deventy-feven, the annual number of births, by thirty, the ufual mode * of calculation, 
we have feven hundred and feven thoufand three hundred and ten; and by allowing for 
omifions, we cannot eftimate the probable population of all Norway at more than feven 
hundred and fifty thoufand fouls, ahs 

The Norwegians, being the fame race with the Danes, and-long conneéted with them 
in religion and government, {peak the fame language, though with a mixture of pro- 
vincial expreffions. According to Wilfet, a native writer, the gentry and inhabitants 
of the principal towns, allowing for a few provincial expreflions, {peak purer Danifh 
than is ufual-even in Denmark, not excepting Copenhagen; the inhabitants of the 
eaftern confines bordering on Sweden, naturally blend many Swedifh words ;‘through- 
out the whole country, the general accent and cadence is more analogous to the 
Swedifh { than to the Dutch pronunciation, and the inhabitants on the weftern coafts, 
who have a more con{ftant communication with the Danes, partake lefs of this pe- 
culiarity. 

The Notwegians maintain their own army, which confifts of twenty:four thoufand 
infantry, and fix thoufand cavalry. The troops are much efteemed for bravery, and 
like the Swifs mountaineers, exceedingly attached to their country. The horfes which 
fupply the cavalry are fmall, but ftrong, active, and hardy. 7 

Every peafant (thofe excepted who inhabit the coafts, and are claffed as failors) not 
born in a town, or on fome noble eftate, is by birth a-foldier, and enrolled at the age 
of fixteen. From that year, until he has attained the age of twenty-fix, he is claffedin 
the young militia; at twenty-fix he enters into the old militia, and continues to ferve 
aill thirty-fix, at which period he receives his difcharge. The militia take the field every 
year in June, and remain encamped about a month, 

Norway is bleffed with a particular code, called the Norway Law, compiled by 
Grieffelfeld, at the command of Chriftian the Fifth, the great legiflator of his country. 
By this law, the palladium of Norway, the peafants are free, a few only excepted on 
certain noble efiates near Frederickftadt. But the fpirit-of this. law extends itfelf even 
to thofe ferfs ; for no proprietor can have more than one of thefe privileged eftates, and 
unlefs he poffeffes a title or certain rank, and refides on his eftate, he lofes his privilege, 
and the peafants become free. ; 

The benefits of the Norway Code are fo vifible in its general effects on the happinefs 
and in the appearance of the peafants, that a traveller muft be blind who does not in- 
ftantly perceive the difference between the free peafants of Norway and the enflaved. 
vailals § of Denmark, though both living under the fame government. 
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» See Dr. Price on Annuities. + Wille’s Reife, p. 28. 
{ The Swedihh and Danith languages are both dialeéts of the Teutonic or German, and are both fpokem 
na finging or chaunting tone. ‘The Swedes have a more varied and lively pronunciation. 
§ This remark was made before the emancipation of the Danifh peafants. 
: =" wr. 
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Many of the peafants derive their lineage from. the ancient nobles, and fome even 
from the royal line: they greatly pride themfelves on this fuppofed defcent, and are 
careful not to give their children in marriage but to their equals in birth and blood. 

A curious cuftom prevails in Norway, called edels right, or right of inheritance, by 
which the proprietor of freeholds may re-purchafe an eltate, which éither he or any of 
his anceftors have fold, provided he can prove the title of his family. In order to en- 
force this right, his anceftors and he muft have declared every tenth year, at thé fef- 
fions, that they lay claim to the eftate, but are unable to redeem it; and whenever he 
or his heirs, acquire a fufficient fum, then the poffeffor muft, on receiving the money,, 
relinquith the eftate to the odels-man. Yor this reafon, the peafants who are freeholders 
keep a ftrit account of their pedigree. This cuftom is attended with advantages and 
difadvantages. It fixes the affections of the peafant on his native place, and he improves 
with-pleafure thofe poffeflions which are fo ftrongly fecured to him, while it increafes 
the confequence and excites the induftry of his family. On the contrary, the eftate 
lofes its value when fold to another perfon, becaufe, as the purchafer pofleffes only a 
precarious tenure, he is not difpofed to improve the lands, as if he poifeffed the free. 
hold. 

The Norwegian peafants poffefs much fpirit and fire in their manner, ‘are frank and 
undaunted, yet not infolent; never fawrting on their fuperiors, yet paying a proper re- 
{pect to thofe above them. ‘Their principal mode of falute is by offering their hand ; 
and when we gave or paid them a trifle, inftead of returning thanks by word or by a 
bow, they fhook our hands with great franknefs and cordiality. 

The peafants are well clothed and well lodged, and appear to poffefs more comforts 
and conveniences than any which I have feen in the courfe of my travels, excepting in 
fome parts of Switzerland. ‘They weave their ordinary cloth and linen, and they make 
alfo a kind of ftuff like a Scotch plaid. The coats of the men are principally made of a 
ftone-coloured cloth, and ornamented with red button-holes, and white metal buttons. 
‘The women, while employed in their houfehold affairs, frequently, as in Sweden, ap- 
pear only in a petticoat and fhift, with a collar reaching to the throat, and a black fafh 
tied round the waift. Their linen is remarkably fine, and as they are ufually well made, 
this mode of drefs difplays their figure to the higheft advantage. 

The common food of the pestant is milk, cheefe, dried or falted fith, and fome- 
times, but rarely, flefh or dried meat, oatbread called fladbrod; baked in:{mall cakes 
about the fize and thicknefs of a pancake, which is ufually made twice a year. Lobferved 
a woman employed in preparing it: having placed over the fire a round iron plate, 
fhe took a handful of dough, and roiled it out with a rolling-pin to the fize of the 

late ; fhe then placed it on the plate, and baked it on one fide, then turned it with a 
imall tick. In this manner fhe prepared a great number in lefs than a quarter of an 
hour, and I was informed that a woman, in a fingle day, cam bake fufficient for the fa. 
mily during a whole year. In times of fearcity, they alfo ufe the bark of trees, gene- 
rally of the fir; this bark is dried before the fire, ground to powder, mixed with oat- 
meal, baked, and eat like bread; it is bitterifh, and affords but little nourifhment. As 
a luxury, the peafants eat /harke or thin /lices of meat, {prinkled with falt, and dried in 
the wind, like hung beef; alfo a foup made like a halty-pudding of oatmeal or barley- 
meal, which is rendered palatable, by adding a pickled herring or falted mackerel. The 
ufe of potatoes has been lately introduced 3 but thofe roots do not grow to any fize in a 
country where the fummer is fo fhort. : . 

Fabricius ftrongly recommends, in times of {carcity, the moffes and lichens, and par- 
ticularly the lichen iflandicus, which yields a nourifhing fuftenance, and is commonly 
uled fer food in Iceland. ; Accorde 
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According to'a feries of meteorological obfervations by Mr, Wilfe, paftor of Syde- 
borg, near Frederickfhall, it fnows moft in December and the middle of January, rains 
moft in April, Auguft, and OGober. The cleareft weather is from the middlé of June 
to the middle of July, and during the whole month of March., Winds are moft vio- 
Jent in the miudle and latter end of April, May, and OGober. ‘The ftilleft feafon is 
in January ; from the tenth of June to the eleventh of-July, and in the middle of Au- 
guft, a circumftance very favourable to the oat harveft, which of all corn is more liable 
to caft its ripe grain in windy weather. If we compare the climate of Norway with the 
climate of London, March at London is like April and the beginning of May in Nor- 
way, and the March of Norway is our January. On account of the frequent fpring 
frofts, feeds ought not to be fown in gardens before the twentieth of May, and thé 
frofts of the latter end of Auguft are no lefs detrimental. 

The heat and cold varies fo much in Norway, that in June or July, the mercury in 
Fahrenheit’s thermometer, as obferved by Mr. Wilfe at Sydeborg, not unufualty rifes to 
88, and on the firft of January 1782, fell to—22, or 54 degrees below the freezing 
point. At Eger according to Profeflor Stroem’s obfervations, it fell on the fame day. 
to—36}; and at Kongfberg to—4o, or 72 below freezing point, a degree of cold 
by which quickfilver is congealed. This extreme rife.and fall of the quickfilver makes 
@ difference of 110 degrees between the greateft heat and greateft cold at the fame 
place ; a difference much more confiderable than is obferved at Upfala or Stockholm, 
which lie nearly in the fame latitude as Sydeborg. ’ 

In fome places vegetation is fo quick, that corn is fown and cut in fix or feven weeks, 
Tillage cannot generally be flourifhing in a country, which i8 in many parts fo rocky 
as to defy the plough ; where the climate is fo fevere that the hoar-frofts begin in Sep- 
tember, and where the cold in tke highlands prevents the maturity of the corn, The 
{mall vallies, and the intervals between the rocks, are ufually provided with a.fruitful 
foil, and the induftry of the peafants covers the naked rocks and fandy grounds with 
a new earth; yet the arable grounds are few, and no parts of Norway yield fuffi- 
cient corn for interior confumption, except the diftricts of Hedemark, Toten, ahd 
Ringerike. ; 

This deficiency is occafioned by the nature of the climate and foil. In fpring, and 
in the firft fummer months, the drought and heat are frequently fo intolerable, and the 
vegetable mould fo thin, that the roots of the corn and grafs are burned.up, if a few 
days of funfhine. fucceed each other without rain. The greater part of the foil is alfo 
fo much blended with fand, that too much rain cannot fall in fpring and fummer. In 
autumn, on the contrary, the decreafed warmth, and great quantity of rain, prevents 
the corn from ripening, and not unufually, even in favourable feafons it is almoft {poil- 
ed by the violent autumnal rains. Alfo the fmall quantity of arable land feldom lies 
fallow, but is fowed every year, and therefore requires more manure than can be ufu- 
ally procured. 

All thefe circumftances counteract the induftry of the farmers ; even in the moft fa- 
vourable feafons, a confiderable importation of corn is annually neceflary ; but in unfa- 
vourable harvefts the utmoft dearth is experienced in the inland parts, as the tranfport 
of the corn from the fea coafts is highly expenfive. | 

In order to dry the corn expofed to the heavy rains, the peafants fix in the ground 
forked poles ten feet high, place rows of other poles tranfverfely, on which they file the 
theaves, the lowermoft row hanging about two feet from the ground. They are alfo 
frequently obliged to bake the corn in wooden theds, heated by means of ftoves, © * 
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As Norway, therefore, does not produce fufficient corn for its own confumption, 
Denmark enjoys the exclufive privilege of fupplying with grain that part called Suden- 
fields, comprehending the two governments of Aggerhuus and Chriflianfand. This 
monopoly frequently occafions a fearcity; but though fometimes attended with great 
inconveniences and octafional diftrefs, yet will not be abolithed without great difficulty, 
becaufe the Danifh nobles, who are at the head of affairs, find their intereft in its con. 
tinuance. 

But Norway, however deficient in arable land, is exceedingly rich in pafture, and 
abounds in cattle. The mode of keeping cows is fimilar to that pradifed in the moun. 
tains of Switzerland. About the middle of May they are turned into meadows; to- 
wards the middle of June driven to the heights, or into the forefts, where ‘hey continue 
till autumn, The cows are ufually tended by a woman, who inhabits a {mall hut, 
milks them twice a day, and makes butter and cheefe on the fpot. On their return 
the cattle are paftured in the meadows, until the fnow fets in about the middle of 
Oétober, when they are removed to the ftables, and fed during winter with four-fifths 
of ftraw, and one fifth of hay. The horfes are ufually foddered with hay during win- 
ter, and are feldom fent to grafs before the beginning of June. In fome places the. cat. 
tle are fed with falted fith. ; 

Agriculture has been of late greatly meliorated, and the landed eftates are increafed 
within thefe lait fifty years near one third in value, a drcumftance principally owing to 
the labours and encouragement of the patriotic fociety, which gives premiums for the 
beft improvements and inftructions in every part of farming. 

The fifheries, particularly on the weftern coaft, furnifh employment and wealth to 
the natives, and are the means of fupplying the beft feamen for manning the Danifh 
fleet in times of war. ‘The principal fith, which, dried and falted, furnith fo confidera~ 
ble an article of exportation, are the cod, the ling, and the whiting: the livers, befides, 
yield train oil, and the fmalleft fith are given as winter fodder to the cattle. 

The herring fithcry is not fo profitable as formerly, as the fhoals, which ufed to fre 
quent the coafts of Norway, in their progrefs from the North Pole, now keep at a 
great diftance from thefe fhores, and firft approach the rocks of Marftrand and Stroem- 
ftrand, which has transferred to the Swedes the principal herring fithery in thefe parts, 
though ftill fafficient profit accrues to thofe enterprizing fifhermen who venture fur. 
ther fromthe coafts. Salmon are taken partly in the bays, and partly in the rivers, as 
they afcend the {tream in {pring for the purpofe of {pawning, and are cured by falting 
and fmoking. Mackerel might alfo be caught in much larger quantities; but many of 
the Norwegians are prejudiced againft them, from a ftrange notion, that fhoals of mac- 
kerel often attack and devour the human fpecies, when bathing in the fea. 

The extenfive forefts of Norway, which furnith fuch riches to the proprietors, and fo 
much employment to the natives, are applied to feveral purpofes. 1. For fpars, beams, 
and planks, which are exported in large quantities. 2. For charcoal, required for 
{melting ores, for the glafs furnaces, and other manufaétures. The wood ufed for this 
purpofe is ufually of an inferior fort, and chiefly in the inland parts, where the tranfport 
of planks is tco expenfive. 3. For building, the greater part of the houfes in Norwa 
being conftruéted of wood; for although there is plenty of ftone, yet the tranfport of 
the materials, and lime, are too expenfive for common ufe. 4. For the roads, which in 
the more northern parts, are almoft entirely formed with wood. =. For turpentine, 
for which the oldeft trees are moftly ufed. 6. For fencing and enclofing the fields, 
quickfet hedges being almoft unknown. ‘The wood ufed for enclofures is chiefly pine 
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or fir, and muft be renewed every three or four years. 7. For fuel. 8. For manure, ~ 
by the fame procefs of burning trees and manuring the foil with the afhes, which is prac- 
tiled in Sweden, and is fo deftrudive to the forefts. / 

Befides thefe general ufes, particular trees are beneficially employed for various pur- 
pofes. The bark of the pine or fir, and alfo of the elm, which is not common in Nor- > 
way, is dried, ground, and mixed with meal, andis boiled up with other food for fwine, 
who thrive much upon it. ‘The birch, which flourifhes in thefe northern regions, is no 
lefs ferviceable. It is more generally ufed for fuel than any other wood. _ ‘The outer 
bark, or-the white rind, on account of its firmnels and fap, eafily efcapes putrefaction 
even inthe dampett places, and for this reafon is employed for covering the roofs of the 
thoufes. This.mode of roofing occafions fuch a large confumption of the outward bark, 
‘that the birch which are felled would not fupply a fufficient quantity; it is, therefore, 
not unufual to ftrip off the outward bark while the tree is ftanding, and if peeled with 
care, it always grows again. ‘The inner bark of the birch is applied like the bark of 
oak for tanning hides, fifhing-nets, and fails, which it renders more durable. This 
tree alfo fupplies a kind of wine ; a hole is bored in the trunk, and the liquor diftils into 
a flafk placed underneath. The tree fuffers little damage, if the hole is immediately 
clofed by a wooden peg. ‘The twigs of the birch, as well as the elder and afpen, are 
given to horfes in fcarcity of fodder. A decoction of oak leaves in beer is ufed by the 
peafants as a fomentation for the rheumatifm. 

The general exports are tallow, butter, falt, dried fith, timber and planks, horfes and 
horned cattle, filver, alum, Pruffian blue, copper, of which the celebrated mine of .Ro- 
ras yields annually to the value of 67,500l.; and iron, of which the moft productive 
amine is near Arendal. 

Norway abounds in lakes and rivers, more than any country I ever vifited excepting 
Switzerland. It is remarkable for the number.and beauty of the bays fringed with 
wood. Marty of the lakes are fo large, that they appear like inlets of the fea, and the 
bays fo fmall, that they appear like lakes ; but 1 am anticipating my journal. 


‘Cuap. I.—Frederichhall.— Fortrefs of Fredericsftein.— Obfervations on the Death of . 
Charles the Twelfth. —Tiftedal.— Fredericsftadt.— Chriftiana. 


SEPTEMBER 4. Norway is feparated from Sweden by the bay of Swinefund, 
which in this part forms a ftrait between the perpendicular rocks, fo narrow as to bear 
the appearance of a river, yet fo deep as to admit fhips of the greateft burden. On the 
Swedith fide our paflports were examined by a cuftom-houfe officer ; and on the oppo- 
fite fhore, our baggage was flightly infpeéted by a Danifh ofacer, who dwells in a com- 
fortable houfe overhanging the edge of the water. 

In afew miles we reached Fredericthall, the frontier town of Norway, ftanding on the 
extremity of the Swinefund, at the mouth of the river Tifte. The principal commerce 

‘of the town confifts in the exportation of planks to England. The wood is floated 
down the Tifte fometimes above one hundred English miles, from the interior parts of 
the country, and fawed here; for which purpofe thirty-fix faw-mills are erected on the 
banks of the river, which forms a feries of cataracts. : 

‘The harbour is fafe and commodious; but the large quantity of faw-duft from the 
djfferent faw-mills choaks the river up in many. parts, and oceafions an annual expence 
for clearing. The port poffeffes a few immunities ; goods landed for exportation pay 
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no aug, unlefs opened for home confumption, and theri are charged with the ufual inte 
pots. ; : : 

‘The town contains three thoufand inhabitants; the ftreets are airy ; the houfes are 
built of wood painted red, and a few white. 7 ; 

On the fummit of an almoft perpendicular rock, which overhangs the town, ftands 
the {trong and hitherto impregnable fortrefs of Fredericsitein, rendered memorable by 
the death of the northern lion, as Charles the Twelith is fometimes emphatically ftyled. 
The fpot where he was killed, which was once marked by a pillar ereéted by the King 
of Denmark, but pulled down at the requett of the King of Swedeii, is at the cxtremity 
of the Governor’s garden, at the bottom of the fteep rock, on which ftands the fort of 
Gullenlowe. It was to me particularly intcrefting ; for it convinced me that a {mall 
ball might have reached Charles, the diftance from the neareft baftion being not more 
than five or fix hundred yards. Nor could I avoid remarking, that Motraye’s plan.of 
Predericsftein and the adjacent batteries is in many parts extremely defective; and from 
the heft information that I have colle&ed, both his and Voltaire’s account of the King’s 
death, and particularly of the wound which occafioned it, are very inaccurate. 

But in order to obtain farther and more complete information concerning the proe 
bable caufe of the death of Charles, | called on Benk Enkelfon of Tiftedal, a Norwegian, - 
aged ninety-five, who was in his twenty-eighth year when he ferved as a gunner of 
the Danith garrifon during the fiege of Frederics{tein. By means of a gentleman of 
Frederichall, who politely accompanied me to this old man’s houfe, and condefcended 
to be my interpreter, I procured the following intelligence ; which I fhall give to the 
reader, in queftion and anfwer, as I obtained it. 

Do you think that the King was fhot from the ramparts, or aflaflinated by any of his . 
own troops? Irom the ramparts undoubtedly.—Whiat kind of fhot was fired again{t the 
Swedith trenches? Al forts, and particularly fmall fhot in cartouches from cannon 
Could the King, in the place where he was, be reached by a {mall fhot? Yes, very 
cafily ; as a fmall foot could take effect at twice the diftance.—Were many foldiers killed 
near him? Very many ; they fell about him like firaw, in fuch numbers that they were bu« 
ried on the fpot. The place was alfo Jo much expojed to the fire from the ramparts, that the 
Swedes could not venture to work in the trenches by day, but only by night—From what 
fortrefs do you think Charles received his death: from Oberberg, or trom the citadel? 
Certainly from the batteries of the citadel, which bore upon the place, and not from Oberberg, 
from which it was defended by an intervening hill. I then ferved in the fortrefs of Oberberg s 
and we did not that night fire a fingle foot from thence *. 

From this circumftantial evidence, given by a perfon who ferved in the garrifon of 
Fredericsftein at the time of the fiege, and who had no prejudices or intereft to bias or 
miflead him, joined to my own obfervations onthe fpot, I am convinced that Charles 
might have been eafily reached by a fmall ball from the ramparts of the citadel; and 
that the confident affertions of thofe perfons who pretend that he could not be touched 
by a mutket-ball, are totally groundlefs.  * 

The queftion, therefore, in regard to the death of Charles, is now reduced to a fhort 
compafs; and all the vague anecdotes and uncertain-conjectures, which, without any 
foundation, attribute his death to affaffination, can weigh nothing againft pofitive fact , 


* This thews the falfity of Motraye’s account, which fays, that the King was fhot from the fortrefs of > 
Oberburgh. + See Book vii. Chap. 3. . . ot 
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Enkelfon defcribed Charles as tall and thin; his hair fhort, thick, and curling, with 
an animated countenance. He fhewed us a wooden chair, in which Charles was fitting 
when he was fhot. The old man recollected to have feen the King three times, ence 
in particular in Fredericthall.. Sitting &t the window of a houfe inhabited by one of 
the magiftrates, he obferved Charles in the oppofite houfe. While the batteries from 
the citadel were firing heavily at the enemy’s trenches, a young woman, who was look- 
ing at the King from one of the windows of the magiftrate’s houfe, chanced to drop a 
ring into the ftreet. Charles taking notice of her, faid, “« Madam, do the guns of this 
place always make fuch an uproar?” “* Never,” returned the girl, ‘* but when we are 
honopred with fuch illuftrious vifitors as Your Majefty.” The King was much pleafed 
with the anfwer, and ordered one of his foldiers to take up she ring and return it. 

The village of Tiftedal is fituated three miles from Fredericfhall, on a beautiful cata- 
ract of the Tifte, which precipitates itfelf in continued but irregular falls, and turns fe- 
veral faw-mills that form picturefque obje&ts, as they impend over the torrent. Above 
the village is a villa called Vake, trom which we commanded a delightful profpect. To- 
wards the inland parts, a {mall lake beautifully fringed with pafture and wood; below, 
the Tifle forming’a feries of cataracts, then winding through a fasall valley and between. 
two ridges of rocks, fhaded with pines and underwood ; the bay of the fea fptinkled 
with rocky iflands; the town of Fredericfhall and its caftle towering on the fummit of a 

* perpendicular rock clofing the view. 

Fredericsftadt, diftant from Fredericfhall four Norwegian, or nearly twenty-fix Eng- 
lih miles, ftands on the river Glomme, is the moft regular fortrefs in this part of Nor- 
way, and contains an arfenal amply fupplied with arms for the militia, in cafe of a rup- 
ture with Sweden. It was built in 1547, by Frederic the Second, ftrengthened by Fre- 
deric the Third, and fince gradually enlarged and fortified according to the modern 
fyftem., The ramparts inclofe a circumference of three quarters of a mile, and the 
population of the town, including the.two fuburbs, amounts to no more than cight hun- 
dred fouls. A few years ago, the town was confumed by fire, and the houfes are 
moftly new. Clofe to Fredericsftadt is the new fortrefs of Kongfteen, on a rocky emi- 
nence, capable of containing a garrifon of three hundred men 5 feveral convicts are here 
condemned to hard labour. ‘The greateft offenders have an iron cap, chains round 
their arms, legs, and bodies; the chains round their arms are rivetted to a wheel-bar- 
yow, which is never loofened. The inhabitants export planks, and a few {mall matts. 
The principal commerce is carried on by Meffrs. Ankers and Hoit, of Chriftiana, 

The Glomme is the largeft-river in this part of Norway, but not navigable in any 
part of its courfe from the lake Miofs to Fredericsftadt, the ftream being interrupted 
by fuch frequent cataraéts and fhoals, as in fome places render it neceflary to drag the 
trees, which are floated down, over the ground. At leaft fifty thoufand trees are an- 
nually floated to Fredericsftadt. . 

September 6. We ferried over the Glomme at the gates of the town, and continued 
our journey, anxious to reach Chriftiana. The country is in general extremely fertile 
and agreeable, rifes in gentle hills, and though rocky in many parts, is covered with a 
rich foil, producing abundance of eorn, and clothed with forefts of firs and pines, inter- 
mixed with oak, beech, poplar, and mountain afh. ‘The face of the country is prettily 
fprinkled with namerous lakes and rivulets, and thickly dotted with cottages 
though not unpleafantly fituated on rocky eminences in the midft of the foreit, Thefe 
cottages are moltly covered with red tiles, and appeared larger and more commodious 
zhan thofe we had juft quitted in Sweden. They were fo feattered over the hills, that 
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we feldom obferved a clufter.of more than four or five; the churches flanding almoft 
fingly, their fpires rifing above the furrounding trees, were picturefque objedts. 

We flopped a fhort time at Mofs, to examine the iron-works belonging to Mr, Bers 
nard Anker, of Chriftiana, The fituation of Mofs is exceedingly romantic ; it is divided 
by a lively torrent, dafhing over a craggy bed, and ftands on the fhore of a beautiful 
bay, the rifing banks adorned with fine hanging woods, a few villas, and numerous 
farm-houfes. The iron-works, which principally fupport the place, were eftablithed in 
17053 for fome time the proprietors only manufactured. bar iron, grates, ftoves, and 
iron utenfils; but lately they have caft cannon, which are mottly exported to Copen- 
hagen. The works employ about one hundred and fifty men. : 

' We paffed the night at Skydjord, a {mall village in a mot delightful fituation, where 
we found an inn with comfortable accommodations, and two very neat bed-champbers, 
As we approached Chriltiana, the country was more wild and hilly, but ftill fertile and 
agreeable; and at the diftance of two miles from the town, we enjoyed, from the top 
of a mountain, as fine a view asI ever beheld. The grounds, laid out in rich inclofures, 
gradually floped to the fea; below appeared Chriftiana, fituated at the extremity of an 
extenfive and fertile valley, forming a femicircular bend along the fhore of a beautiful 
bay, which being inclofed by hills, uplands, and forefts, had the appearance of a large 
lake. Behind, before, and around, the inland mountains of Norway rofe on hills co. 
vered with dark forelts of pines and fir, the inexhauftible riches of the north ; the moft 
diftant fammits were capped with eternal fhow. From the glow of the atmofphere, the 

‘warmth of the weather, the variety of the produétions, and the mild beauties of the ade 
jacent {cenery, 1 could fcarcely believe that I was nearly in the 6oth degree of northern 
Jatitude. We at length forced ourfelves from this enchanting fpot, enjoying, as we gra- 
dually defcended, the fcenes before us, and at mid-day reached Chriffiana, 

Chriftiana is thirty Englith miles from the open fea; the navigation of the bay is 
fomewhat difficult, but it is fufliciently deep for the largeft veffels, having fix or feven 
fathom water clofe to the quay. 

Chriftiana is efteemed the capital of Norway, becaufe it contains the fupreme court 
of juftice. It lies in latitude 59° 6’ 37”, and ftands in a femicircular formon the north. 
era extremity of the bay of Biorning, an inlet of the fea, forming the northern extre- 
mity of the gulf of Chriftiana, whofe rocky fhores are overfpread with thick foreils. 
‘rhe town is divided into, 1. the city, and the three fuburbs of Waterlandt, Peterwigen, 
and Fierdingen ; 2. the fortrefs of Aggerhuus; and 3. the old town of Opfloe or An- 
floe. The city contains four hundred and eighteen houfes, the fuburbs fix hundred 
and eighty-two, Opfloe four hundred, including the epifcopal palace *; and the num. 
ber of inhabitants amount to about nine thoufand. The city formerly occupied the fite 
of Opfloe, and was rebuilt in its prefent fituation by Chriftian the Fourth, after a plan 
defigned by himfelf; the ftreets are carried in ftraight lines, and at right angles to each 
other, are uniformly forty feet broad, and very neat and clean. 

The Latin {chool, endowed in 1635 by Chriftian the Fourth, is governed by arector 
or upper mafter, a corrector or under mafter, and three affiftants; but contained, in 
1784, only thirty-feven fcholars. ‘hey are divided into fix clafles, and inftruéted in 

-Latin, Greek, and Hebrew. A colleétion. of fix thoufand volumes, lately left to 
the town by Mr. Deichman, a native, will ferve to form the beginning of a public li- 
brary. : 


* The bifhop of Chriftiana is Metropolitan of Norway. : 
7 The 
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The eaftle of Aggerbuus, built on a rocky eminence on the weft fide of the bay, ata 
{mall diftance from the city, is a very ancient fortrefs, and was befieged, in 1310, by the 
Swedes, according to an infcription over the door of a brick tower. It was {trengthen- 
ed in 1633 by Chriflian the Fourth; and feveral other dates and infcriptions fhewed, 
that additional fortifications had been made by the fucceeding Kings of Denmark. This 
fortrefs is {mall but ftrong; in peace the garrifon confifts of five hundred troops, but in 
war is augmented to one thoufand. Aggerhuusfuftained a fiege in 1717 from Charles 
the Twelfth in perfon, who occupied the city and fuburbs, but was compelled, for want 
of provifion, to retire. The walls of many houfes in Chriftiana fill bear marks of the 
balls fhot from the batteries againft Charles, as he rode daily through the [treets, with 
his ufual rathnefs, to reconnoitre the ftate of the fortrefs. 

The governor of Aggerhuus is the chief governor of Norway. He prefides in the 
high court of juftice, ‘called Overboflet, which judges, in the lat refort, civil caufes below 
a certain value. In all caufes furpafling that value, an appeal lies to the fupreme court 
at Copenhagen. 

Chriftiana has an excellent harbour, and carries on a confiderable trade. Thé prin- 
cipal exports are tar, foap, iron, copper, planks, and deals; allum manufactured at Mr. 
Cooper’s works for about 3ocol.; iron from the four works of Borum, Edfwold, Nar- 
kedahl, and Oadahlen, 14,000l.; copper from Foldahl, 10,000l.; planks and deals, 
go,00cl , principally to England. 

‘The planks and deals are of fuperior eftimation to thofe fent 10m America, Ruffia, 
and from the different parts of the Baltic, becaufe the trees grow on the rocks, and are 
therefore firmer, more compact, and lefs liable to rot than the others, which chiefly 
fhoot from a fandy or loamy foil, ‘The planks are either red or white fir or pine. The 
yed wood is produced from the Scotch fir, and the white wood, which is in fuch high 
eftimation, from the fpruce fir, This wood is the molt demanded, becaufe no country 
produces it in fuch quantities as this part of Norway. Each tree yiclds three pieces of 
timber, eleven or twelve feet in length, and is ufually fawed into three planks; a tree 
generally requires feventy or eighty years growth before it arrives at the greateft per- 
fection. 

The environs of Chriftiana not yielding fufficient planks for exportation, the greater 
part of the timber is hewn in the inland country, and floated down the rivers and cata- 
raéts, Saw-mills are ufed for the purpofe of cutting the planks, but mutt be privi- 
leged, and can only cut a certain quantity. The proprietors are bound to declare on 
oath, that they have not exceed that quantity ; and if they do, the privilege is taken 
away, and the faw-mill deftroyed. ‘There are one hundred and thirty-fix privileged 
faw-mills at Chriftiana, of which one hundred belong to-the family of Anker. ‘the 
quantity of planks permitted to be cut, amounts to twenty million ftandard deals, twelve 
fect long, and one inch and a quarter thick. ; 

During our flay at Chriftiana we received great civilities from the Ankers, the richeft 
and moft commercial family.in Norway. Mr. Bernard Anker, who is a fellow of the 
Royal Society, fpeaks Englith nearly as well as a native, poflefies an excellent houfe in 
Chriftiana, elegantly furnifhed in the Englifh tafte, and ornamented with a good collec- 
tion of pi€tures, which he purchafed in Italy. He lives ina ftyle of magnificence, and 
receives all travellers with unbounded hofpitality. He has an excellent library, a good 
apparatus of natural philofophy from England, and a curicus collection of the minerals 
and marbles of Norway. 

We accompanied Mr. Anker to Vickery, a neat villa belonging to_his family, four 
miles from Chriftiana, which ftands pleafantly on the bay, and commands many pic- 
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turefque views. The planks are fhipped clofe to the houfe. From thence Mr: Peter 
Anker drove in a low phaeton, drawn by two attive N orwegian ponies, to Bock{tadt, 
a country-houfe which he has juft built on the banks of a fmall but beautiful lake, four 
miles from Vickery, in the midft of an endlefs foreft, and furrounded by mountains. 
-He fhewed us his grounds, which are laid out pleafantly, and carried us into his kitchen- 
garden, which produces all kinds of vegetables, excellent cherries, pears, apples, apri- 
cots, currants, goofeberries, and in a favourable feafon tolerable peaches. He pointed 
out a {mall plantation of the principal trees which are indigenous in Norway. I remark- 
ed the plane, afpin, afh, mountain ath, oak, elm, beech, birch alder, willows, and va- 
rious {pecies of pines and firs, which form the riches of thefe parts. 

Mr. Peter Anker has lately introduced various fpecies of Englith huftandry ;. parti- 
cularly ‘he has fown crops of clover, which fucceed well, and has lately cultivated tur- 
. nips. 


Cuapr. IL.—Silver Mines of Kong foerg. — Cobalt Works of Foffum. — Journey into the 
interior Parts of Norway. * 


SEPTEMBER ro, We quitted Chriftiana with much regret, after. having expreffed 
our acknowledgment to Mr. Bernard Anker for his extreme politenefs and hofpitality, .He 
alfo increafed our obl‘vations by fketching out a tour through the inland parts of Nor- 
way, and by giving us‘ circular letter, which we founda paflport of introdu@tion, and 
a means of procuring accommodations and information. ' 

A little beyond Giellebeck, the fecond poft-houfe from Chriftiana, we paffed, near 


the high road, a quarry of whitifh grey marble, which was opened to fupply the {tones. 


for the new church at Copenhagen, but is no longer worked. In the middle of the 
quarry ftands a marble column, erected in honour of the late King Frederic the Fifth, 


who vifited this fpot. The houfes, and even cottages, in the neighbouring villages, are 


ornamented with {taircafes of this beautiful marble. 

From this quarry we afcended through forefts of pines and firs to the fummit called. 
Paradifberg, or the Mountain of Paradife, fo denominated from the fine profpeét, but 
which, in my opinion, was inferior to. that we enjoyed from the eminence overhanging 
Chriftiana. The general features of this profpeét are views of di(tant mountains rifing 
above mountains; rich and extenfive forefts, and below a fertile valley watered by the 
Dramme, with the three towns of Bregnetz, Stromfoe, and Tanger, ftanding at fmall 
diftances from each other at the bottom of fome rugged rocks, and on the margin of 
a bay. 

Thefe three towns are known by the general name of Dramme, becaufe they are fitu- 
ated cn that river, Each has its own church and feparate jurifdiGtion, ‘The inhahitants 
are itcluftrious, and carry on a confiderable trade. The principal exports are timber 
and planks; the imports, . chiefly corn, and lead from England for {melting the filver 
-ore at Kongfberg. t 


We changed horfes at Bregnetz, which lies on the fide ‘of the river oppofite to. 


Stromfoe and Tanger, and continued our route, coafting the Dramme, through a de- 
lightful valley, extremely rich in corn and pafture, fo thickly peopled, that.every fifty 
yards we obferved a cottage, and for feveral miles together feemed to pals through a 
continued village. The floping declivities which bound this vale are fo thickly covered 
with trees, that at fome diftance they appeared’as if clad with herbage. The inhabi- 
tants of this pleafant diftri€t chiefly derive their fuftenance from the tranfport of corn 
and merchandize to Kongfberg, and in carrying back the filver coined at the mint of 
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that place. Having ferried over the Dramme at Hogs-fund, we quitted this fmiling 
valley, and-pailing among hills and-rocks, and over fony roads, did not, till the dufk. 
of the evening, reach Kongtbere, celebrated for its filver mines, the produce ef which 
has been confiderably exaggerated by moft of the travellers who have publifhed on this 
fubject. 

Kongfberg ftretches on both fides the river Lowe, which, in its courfe through the 
town, falls in a feries of fmall but piCturefque cataracts over the bare rocks. The crags. 
which border the town are in fome parts naked, in others clothed with wood, and inter- 
thixed occafionally with’ flips of corn and pafture; but although there are a few agree- 
able and fertile {pots, yet the prominent features of the circumjacent fcenery are rugged. 
nefs and horror. Kongfberg contains about one thoufand houfes, including the miners, 
and fix thoufand inhabitants. We were accompanied to the mines, which lie two miles 
from. the town, by a merchant who {poke Englifh, and obligingly ferved as our in- 
terpreter. . : 

‘Thefe mines were difcovered and opened during the reign of ChriftianTV. Six-and~ 
thirty mines are now working ; the deepeft, called Segen-Gottes in der North, is fix 
hundred and fifty-two feet perpendicular. ‘The matrix of the ore is the /axum of Lin- 
neus; the filver is extracted according to the ufual procefs, either by finelting the ore 
with lead, or by pounding. Pure filver is occafionally found in fmall grains and’ in 
fmall pieces of different fizes, feldom weighing more than four or five pounds. Somes 
times, indeed, but extremely rare, mafles of a confiderable bulk have been difcovered, 
and one in particular which weighed 4¢9 marks, and was worth 3000 rix-dullars (6o0ol.); 
this piece is {till preferved in the cabinet of curiofities at Comeahagen 

Formerly thefe mines produced annually 70,000l. ; and in 1769, even 79,cocl. ; at 
prefent they yield only-from 50,0001, to 54,0col. Above 4,000 men were neceflary 
for working the mines, {melting and preparing the ore; but a few years ago, two 
thoufand four hundred miners were removed to the cobalt works lately eftablithed at 
Foffum, and to other mines, which has reduced the number to two thoufand five hun- 
dred. By thefe and other reductions, the expence, before eftimated at 5,760l. per 
month, amounts to only 4,400. or about 52,80ol. per annum. Yet even with this dis, 
minution the expences generally equal, and fometimes exceed the profits. 

Government, therefore, draws no other advantage from thefe mines, than by giving 
employment to many perfons, who would be otherwife incapable of gaining their liveli- 
hood, and by receiving a certain quantity of fpecie, which is much wanted in the ex- 
haufted ftate of the Danifh finances, For fuch is the deficiency of {pecie, that even at 
Kongfberg itfelf, change for a bank note is with difficulty obtained ; tie miners are paid 
in fmall notes, and the whole expences defrayed in paper currency. The value of 
13,009 rix-dollars, or 2,600 in block-filver, is annually feut to Copenhagen ; the re- 
mainder of the ore is coined here, and transferred to Copenhagen. ‘The largeft piece 
of money now ftruck at Kongtberg is only eight fkillings, cx four-pence. 

September 11. Having fatisfied our curiofity, we departed from Kongtberg in the af- 
ternoon, and direéted our courfe to the cobalt works at Foflum. We returned to Hogs: 
fand; but inftead of ferrying over the Dramme, coalted the river for a little way, then 
turned into fo rugged a road with fuch deep ruts, that we narro-vly efcaped being over- 
turned, and did not arrive at the place of our deftination till paii midpight. _ We pre- 
vioufly fent forward a peafant to order beds, expecting to find an inn, or at leatt a cot- 
tage, wherein we might pafs the night. To our extreme difappointment, however, we 
learned that Foffum contained only two or three villages, confifting of feattered cot- 
rages, and that the place we ftopped at contained only the houfe of the infpector of the 

cobalt 
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cobalt works. As it was extremely dark and cold, and at fome diftance from any houfe 
where we could be accommodated, and more particularly as the roads we juit paffed 
had proved fo dangerous, we ventured to knock at the infpector’s door, and requeft ad- 
mittance for two Englith travellers who were benighted. ‘The family being in bed, we 
were for a fhort time in anxious expectation for the anfwer ; and no knight-errant was 
ever more agreeably fheltered from darknefs, wind, and weather, than we were, on being 
admitted over the hofpitable threfhold. : 

‘Phe next morning a good breakfaft being fpread for us, and compliments 
delivered from our hoft and hoftefs, with an invitation to pafs the day with them, an- 
nounced their attention and civility. We now found that the naine of this parti- 
cular haufe was Foifum, and a collection of fimall adjacent cottages was denominated 
Modum. ; 

The gentleman, who kindly received us at fo undue an hour, and without previous 
acquaintance, was Mr, Bornftein, a native of Germany, lately appointed infpector of the 
cobalt works. Having paid our refpetts to our hoit and his amiable wife, whofe po- 
litenefs we fhall ever recolle& with gratitude, we ftrolled about the grounds, and ad. 
mired the fituation of the houfe, placed near the rivulet Simora, in the midit of a de« 
lightful valley, fertile in pafture and corn, hemp and flax, and bordered by high rocks 
richly clothed with wood. 

The infpecior himfelf politely accompanied us to the works: we had an opportunity 

of obferving the whole procefs, from the firlt calcination of the ore to its final reduction 
into the powder-blue, and were furprifed to find that it patfed through two hundred and 
feventy hands. : 

‘The mine was difcovered about eight years ago on the fummit of a rocky mountain, 
near Skutered, a fmall village a few miles from Foflum, where the works are eltablifhed 
on account of the numerous water-falls which are neceflary for turning the mills, A 
mile from the mine has been lately found a vein of the moft beautiful quartz; a fortu- 
nate difcovery, as quartz is neceflary to mix witl the cobalt-ore, in order to obtain the 
powder-blue. The ore being calcined, reduced to powder, and refined, yields the blue 

owder fo much ufed. 

‘The fabric employs thirty-fix men, and the mines three hundred and twenty. In 
1783, fourteen hundred or fifteen hundred weight was obtained, which fold, according 
to its finene's, from gl, 10s. to 121. the hundred weight, and yielded 10,0001. ‘The ex- 
pences in that year amounted to 12,c00l. becaufe the numerous buildings and ma- 
chines neceffary for carrying on the works were flill conftructing. When thefe are fi- 
nifhed, the expences will not exceed 4000l. and the infpe€tor affured me, that he fhould 
then be able to make couble the quantity that he can at prefent. Therefore the clear 
gain to the crown will fcarcely fall fhort of 16,0001. perannum. ‘The difcovery of this 
mine is a great acquifition to Denmark, as befides giving employment to many hands, 
it prevents the importation of powder-blue. - 

Six miles from Foilum, we ftopped at the fmall village of Skutered, and afcended 
the mountain, on the fummit of which are the mines of cobalt. There are two mines, 
called the north and fouth, each with four pits or openings; the deepelt is no more than 
fourteen fathom, becaufe the orc is ftill in great plenty near the furface. It is found in 
veins, and blowg up with gunpowder. In our way we pafled the fine mine of quartz, 
which fupplies the cobalt works, fo neceffary, becaufe twelve parts of quartz are mixed 
with one of cobalt, to produce the Pruffian blue. ‘The quarrz is as white as alabafter, 
and contains large veins of marien glafs, or Ruflian talc, which in fome'countries is ufed 
for windows. 8t 
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"The profpeét from the fummit commands a hilly country, anda diftant plain covered 
in many parts with.rich forefts, watered by feveral {treams, and by a large lake, which 
divides into three great branches, Tyrifiord, Holefiord, and Helesfiord ;, the banks are 
beautifully covered with fields of corn and pafture, and chequered with wood. Being 
prevented from enjoying this delightful view by the duik of the evening, we defcended 
into the plain, croffed the Snarum upon two rafts, made of whole treeslafhed to- 
gether, and came to Oulberg, where we found comfortable accommodations in a pea- 
fant’s cottage. ares 

The next morning we continued cur journey through a moft agreeably diverfified 
_ country, fometimes through extenfive forefts of pine and fir, interfperfed with other 
trees, fometimes crofling the fields along a more open and fertile diftrict, till we reached 
Skerendal, a fmall village in the valley of Skeere, fo called from a rivulet which falls into 
the lake Tyri. 

The peafant, who ferved as poftillion, conducted us toa clean and comfortable houfe, , 
clofe to‘a faw-mill, and the maid inftantly fet before us fome coffee, cream, bread, and 
butter. Having taken refrefhment, we demanded what we had to pay? “ Nothing,” 
replied the’ fervant ; and on exprefling furprife, as we took the houfe for an inn, fhe 
added, her mafter was owner of the faw-mill; he was then abfent, or would have been 
proud to receive us; he left conftant orders to admit travellers, and furnifh them with 
every thing they demanded, without accepting the leaft gratuity ; and if we would ftay 
and dine there, it would be adding to the obligation we had already conferred by accept- 
ing their fcanty fare. : 

‘After exprefling our acknowledgments for this inftance of difinterefted hofpitality, 
we embarked in a fmall boat, and rowed acrofs the lake Tyri, which made the principal 
feature in the profpeéts we lately enjoyed. ‘This beautiful piece of water is twenty-five 
miles in circumference, including bays and creeks; the fhores are gentle eminences 
richly variegated with fertile meadows, corn-fields and hanging-forefts, and backed by 
lofty mountains towering above each other. Having rowed acrols the lake, we landed 
near Hole, a fmall village in the diftrié of Ringerike, defervedly efteemed the molt 
fertile part of Norway. : 

From Hole, we continued our journey through a rich plain, the narrow roads wind- 
ing between corn-fields and inclofures of pafture, and changed horfes at Steen, near the 
pitturefque ruins of achurch feated on a gentle eminence. Steen contains a few remains . 
of ramparts, which prove it to have been a place of fome importance. At a little dif- 
tance we noticed a mound of earth or barrow, called by the natives the tomb of Hal- 
den the Black, King -¢f Norway, and a little further paffed the church of Norderhug, 
famous for a battle between the Swedes and Norwegians. We foon quitted the rich 
plain, and penetrating into a hilly country, found the roads fo exceedingly {tony and 
fteep as to require the utmoft caution; particularly as the horfes in thefe parts are ex- 
ceedingly active and lively. : 

At Setran we again changed horfes, and while they were getting ready, made our re- 
paft in a peafant’s cottage, containing a room with two beds, which for cleannefs and 
neatnefs would have done credit to a gentleman’s houfe. In the room I obferved a print 
of the unfortunate Struenfee in prifon, tormented by the devil: thefe prints were circu- 
lated and eagerly purchafed by the common people at the time of his fall. 

From Setran we pated through a valley, enriched by a fine waterfall, detached farms, 
churches, clumps of trees, difperfed among the corn-fields and meadows; a river glid- 
ing along, and heightening by iis tranfparency and murmurs the charms of this delight- 
ful landicape. As we were admiring the beauties of this ever-changing fcenery evening 
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cameon, and I was fuddenly ftruck with a phenomenon, which never occurred to me 
except in Switzerland, and which | at firft miftook for a meteor. It wasa gleam of the 
Aetting fun, illuminating the fnow-capped fymmits of the diftant moyntains, and appear- 
ing like a flame of fire fkirting the diftant horizon. The air was clear, the ftars fhone 
uncommonly bright, and feemed nearer to the eye than I had ever obferved them before, 
except on the Swifs alps. _ fe 

We took up our abode during the night at Van,-a village feated on an eminence, 
and overlooking the Rands-Sion, a lake near fifty miles long, and {carcely more than 
two miles broad, embofomed in the mountains; the floping banks fringed with wood, 
and chequered with feattered cottages. ‘The next morning we ferried over the lake, and 
coafted it about fix miles, the road afcending ani defcending the precipices which over- 
hang the water. We afterwards rowed over feveral fmaller lakes, which {upply ftreams 
that fall into the Rands-Sion. 1 obferved much peafe and fome corn ftill ftanding, which 
the peafants were cutting, and feveral fmall patches of hops; goats were browfing on 
the fides of the rocks, and flocks of fheep pafturing in the vallies, among which many 
were black. : a 

In thefe parts the price of a_milch cow is from feven to nine rix-dollars, (11. 8s. to 
1]. 16s.) and in winter, when fodder is fcarce and dear, one may be purchafed for 16s, 
We met during this day’s journey numerous bullocks and horfes driving for fale to 
Chriftiana. ‘The bullocks fell from 21. to 21. 8s. per head; and the horfes, which are 
from thirteen to fourteen hands high, and remarkably active. and lively, from 4]. to 81. 
a-piece. 

MWe next reached Gran or Granewolden, ftanding on an eminence in the midft of 
an extenfive plain, looking down on feveral conical rocks, covered with firs, and re. 
markable for two churches in the fame church-yard, called the ‘Iwo Sifters. Thefe 
buildings feem of the fame date, and at a fmall diftance nearly refemble each other ; 
one is built of ftone, the other white-wafhed. In one, dedicated to the Virgin, divine 
fervice is performed only in Lent; in the other, facred to St. Nicholas, during the re- 
mainder of the year. I could not learn by whom, or at what period, thefe twin churches 
were conftrudted. : : : 

The ftony roads having fhattered the wheels of my cart, we ftopped to repair it at 
Dahlin, near the northern extremity of the Rands-Sion, backed by a well cultivated and 
well-inhabited mountain. This part of Norway is greatly infefted with bears and wolves, 
The bears do much harm, not only killing cattle, but deftroying corn: the inftances are 
veryrare, which induce them to attack the human fpecies. The fhepherds are ufually 
followed by large dogs of the Newfoundland {pecies, armed with collars of iron {pikes, , 
to preferve them againft the wolves, who frequently attack them, and endeavour to feize 
them by theneck. ‘The bears ufually fly from them. é 

The roads of Norway had hitherto appeared to us, long ufed to the Swedifh roads, 

- exceedingly rugged, and fcarcely paflable with carriages, and both my companion and I 
had been occafionally overturned ; but that we now paffed over mount Kiolway was fo 
execrable, that the others were in comparifon fuper-excellent. - I much queftion indeed 
if any cart had ever pafled before we ventured to traverfe it. We afcended four Englith 
miles, and then defcended about the fame diftance, and were obliged to difmount and 
fupport our carriages, in order to prevent them from overfetting, which, notwithftand- 
ing all our precautions, occafionally happened. During the firft part of the way we 
paffed a few cottages; but further on all was wild and defolate, rocks clothed with pines 
and firs, a dreary but fublime fcenery, commanding from the fummit a moft extenfive 
nrofnes - to the fouth of the deltchtful country we had traverfed in our wav ta Dahlin 
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the Rands-Sion appearing like a broad river winding among the gloomy rocks; to the 


north, hills piled upon hills, and mountains towering above mountains ; the {nowy Alps 


of Norway clofinig the majeftic view. 
At the bottom of the defcent we crofled a lively rivulet called Ana, came to a lake of 


the fame name, and took up our lodgings at the village of Titerud, moft delightfully 
fituated on the banks of a {mall but beautiful lake, forming the calmeft and Jovelielt re- 
treat I ever beheld? In'this fequeftered fpot,; we found, befides the rooms appropriated 


to the family, two neat bed-chambers for ourfelves, met with excellent tea and fugar, 


butter and cream, and fupped on a fine trout, weighing fix pounds, with which fith the 
lake abounds. ; 

September 14. At Titerud, we quitted the mountains, and traverfed a gently waving 
country, as fertile and pleafing as the diftri& of Ringerike, well cultivated and well peo- 
pied, the roads winding through the fields like garden walks ; we changed horfes at 
Quickftand and Lund, and pafiing through a lawn planted by the hand of nature, which 
had the appearance of a park, reached the banks of the lake Miofs. : 5. 
~ Phis lake extends from north to fouth, is eighty Englith miles in circumference; and 
is in gencral from twelve to eighteen in breadth. It is divided by a large peninfula, and 
contains one ifland ten miles in circumference, fertile in corn, pafture, and wood, and 
fprinkled with feveral farm-houfes. 

‘The lake on the fide where we embarked is bounded by bleak hills, embrowned with 
thick groves of pine and fir, whofe gloomy afpect reminded me, that we were in the 
62d degree of northern lafitude, and continued on the oppofite fide with banks gently : 
rifing from the margin of the water, enriched with fields of corn and pafture, and re- 
fembling the fertile diftricts of a more fouthern climate, the whole exhibiting a rugged 
perfpective, and picturefque wildnefs on one fide, and on the other the cultivated beau- 
ties of a milder atmofphere. : 

We rowed between the ifland and the peninfula, on the extremity of which ftands 
Nals, a {mall but neat village, and in'two hours landed at Hammer, now a gentleman’s 
feat, formerly a large town containing near two thoufand inhabitants. The fite of this 
once flourifhing place can now he only traced by fome parts of the old walls, heaps of 
rubbifh, and the picturefque remains of a large cathedral, confifting of four.Gothic 
arches, which ftand on an eminence overlooking the lake. 

Having fatisfied our curiofity, we reimbarked, rowed about five miles to a fmall vil- 
, landed, and walked to Giellum. Here we procured horfes, and continued our 


lage. 
journey through a lefs peopled diftrict thickly {trewn with forefts, and ferried over the 
Glomime, about as broad as the Thames at Henley. This river receives the Worme, 


which iffues from the lake Miofs. We had frequent views of the Glomme, which pre« 
fented a broad furface, fometimes watering pleafant vallies, fometimes interrupted. by 
fand-banks, over which it frequently fhifts its courfe, fometimes winding between rocky 
cliffs, and precipitating itfelf in frequent cataracts. . 

Being now in the fixty-fecond degree of northern latitude, and in a mountainous 
country, we had already experienced the approach of winter. On the rq4th of Septem. 
ber it fnowed; on the fifteenth was a fevere hoar-froft, and the furface of feveral ponds 
and ftagnant waters were-frozen to the thicknefs of half-a-crowa. It was, however, 
clear and funny, like a fine day in November; but this morning, September 17, it is 
as cold and fevere as the beginning of Januaryin England. The pines and firs are fo 
thickly covered with hoar-froft as to bear the appearance of being fprinkled with fnow ; 


and the foreft trees have changed their leaves in the {pace of one night. 
3B 2 This 
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This morning having again ferried over the Glomme, here as deep and about as broad 
‘as the Thames at Putney, we reached Kongfwinger, a {trong fortrefs on the frontiers of 
Norway, fituated on a fteep rock, and deemed impregnable. Charles the Twelfth re. 
connoitred it, but found the pofition fo ftrong, that even he thought it prudent to de. 
cline the attack. It was bailt at different intervals; the moft ancient part was probably: 
conftruéted above four hundred years ago, and the fortrefs has been gradually enlarged, 
particularly by Chriftian the Fifth and Frederic the Fourth. Some recent fortifications 
render it a regular fortrefs with eight baftions. In time of war it requires a garrifon of 
one thoufand men; the prefent compliment confifts only of one hundred and twenty. 
Some eminences on the other fide of the river command the fortrefs, and would be the 
only means by which the works could be attacked with any profpeét of fuccefs 3 but, ac. 
cording to the opinion of the officer who accompanied us, thefe heights are fo extremely. 
fteep’and rugged, that it would be almoft impracticable to draw to their fummits large 
pieces of artillery of a fize fufficient to batter the walls. 

From the windows of the. fortrefs, we commanded a fine view of the Glomme, 
winding at the foot of a ridge of hills, clothed with trees, and chequered with fields 
of corn and pafture ; the fmall lake Wingen forming a beautiful feature in the varies 
gated land{cape. : 
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TRAVELS IN SWEDEN: 


By M.FORTIA*. 


PREFACE OF THE AUTHOR. 


THE kingdom of Sweden, a defcription of which is given in this volume, is, on 
many accounts, a country of great intereft : it prefents indeed few beauties to the curi- 
ous eye of a lover of the arts; nature there difpenfes her bounty with a niggard hand, 
and the fouthern provinces alone fupport their inhabitants without a fupply from abroad. 

But what places Sweden on a level with the great {tates of Europe is its laws, its - 
government, and the energy of its inhabitants. ‘The loyalty of the peafantry of Swe-. - 
den ranks them much above other people. Unfortunately this valuable recommenda. - 
tion is daily on the decline: general corruption has over{pread the great towns, and 
contagion is but too vifible in thofe parts of the kingdom moft frequented by ftrangers. ._ 
The inhabitants of the northern provinces, with thofe of the mountains in the other pro- - 
vinces, alone preferve, in all its purity, the character of their forefathers. Notwith- 
ftanding the degeneracy, however, which has in fome inftances taken place, the Swes - 
dith peafant, even as he is, is {till the molt eftimable of any in Europe ; at leaft of thofe - 
with which we are acquainted. 

This volume was (for the moft part) printed in 1793; circumftances, which the - 
reader will without difficulty divine by reference to that epoch, obliged us to difconti- 
nue the work, and wait a more favourable inftant for its continuation.. To the fame 
caufe is to be attributed the great numbey of typographical errors that occur: luckily, , 
to our fatisfaCtion, they are all of them eafy to be correéted by the reader. 

We fhall obferve that the different pieces with which we have been favoured, that 
is to fay, the diflertation on the Atlantica of Rudbeck ; the letters of the King’s mur- 
derers, and all that regards their trial; the relation of the death of Charles XII. &c. 
are inferted exactly as we received them, not allowing ourfelves the liberty of making 
even fuch correction as certain paflages appeared to require. 


Modern Works on Sweden. 


Memoires fur la Suede, by Cantzler. 2 vols. A work of merit; the fruit of the - 
moft laborious refearch. ‘Lhe tables are of the greateft fervice: they are getting old, 
but the path is laid down ; and, in our opinion, a Swede who fhould continue the work 
on the fame plan, might with little difficulty do material fervice to his country. 

An hiftorical. Abridgement of the prefent State of Sweden. 2 vols. 12mo. London, 
1748. lt treats of the interval between 1680 and 1743; very concife, not always cor- - 
rect, and of but fimall efteem. 


* Tranflated from the French of Voyage de deux Francais en Allemagns, Danemarcky Sudde, Ruff, et Po- 
logne 3 Fait en 1790—1792. Paris, 1796. 5 vols. Svo. ~ 
: 7 Tableatt 


374 FORTIA’S TRAVELS IN SWEDEN. 


_ Tableau de la Suede, by Catteau. 2 vols. This is a rapid fketch, very well written. 
Abrege de Ubiftoire de Suede, par Lagerbring. 1 vol. We know not why an 
abridgement was giyen in the tranflation, rather than the work at large> the latter 
might have been ufeful, whereas by the manner in which the fucceffion of eventsis con- 
tracted in the abridgement, it is good for nothing. 

Anecdotes of the Court of Sweden, 1789. 1 vol. This work treats of fuch individu. 
als alone as were then in exiftence. The refemblances are good and the relations jult; 
the work however is lefs pleafing than one would expect, arifing poflibly from its {pedk~ 
ing well of ail. ; Te : 

Travels in, Sweden by a Dutch Officer (M. Dreven). 1 vol. in 8vo. 1789. This 
work issfull of errors and inaccuracies: from a numberof paflages one is induced to 
imagine that the author wrote from memory ; for what he defcribes exilts, yet frequent. 
ly far from the fpot he mentions; and fometimes he has feen things feen by no one 
elfe. : 

In our firft volume we fpoke of works treating of the ftates of the North. Onr’ 
readers will perceive that we have left a number of articles as they were compofed in 
1791, before the death of Gu/tavus III. of glorious memory. 


ADVERTISEMENT TO THE READER. 


Throughout the work the meafures, weights, and money, are Swedifh, except 
where otherwife defcribed ; with the value of thefe the reader may make himfelf ac« 
quainted by reference to Chapter XIX. in which it is given, in Englith mealures, 
weight, and money, as well as in French. : 


a 


. 


TRAVELS OF TWO FRENCHMEN IN THE NORTH OF EUROPE. 


Crap. L—Entrance into Sweden.—Neceffary Precautions for thofe wha travel in that 
Kingdom.—Helfinburg.—The Province of Scania.—Carlfcroon.—Its Naval Arfenal.— 
Its Docks. —Road from Carlfcroon to Gottenburg through Smaland.—Gottenburgh.— Its 
Hofpital--Trade— Herring jfbery—and Cuftoms.—The Landing of the Danes—Mar- 

JStrand. ; 


IT frequently takes an hour to pafs the Sound ; we croffed it in two and thirty mis 
nutes. The landing charges are, for a berlin, a rix-dollar; for a chariot, forty fkil- 
lings, which fum includes the whole expehce to the inn: you , pay alfo for every 
trunk, but however heavy your luggage the charge will feldom exceed 2 rix-dollars. 
In propcrtion to the facility and convenience of embarkation is the difficulty and dan. - 
ger of unfhipping carriages, as there is neither jetty, quay, nor crane, and nothing but 
fome wretched wooden ftairs, with heaps of ftones at the foot, which prevent the boat 
from reaching them, ‘The appearance of the Danifh coaft is much more beautiful than 
that of Sweden. as 

‘The traveller mutt take care to provide himfelf with fmall notes, as he will oftentimes 


find it difficult to procure change even for one of 12 ikillinge, and efpecially if it benot a 
bark 
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bank note. We once were indebted to the joint contribution of fix perfons, the poft- 
mafter inclufive, for effecting this obje&t. He will moreover require a quantity of {mal} 
o give to the pollillions for srinkelt, and for other trifling expences. Since 
the increafe of poftage in 1790 the price for each horfe has been 8 fkillings per mile * ; 
they are low and ftrong, but accuftomed to draw none but light carriages; fo that 
when the carriage is either heavy of itfelf, or much laden, they harnefs to it four or ix 
horfes; the drink money for the pottillions is a gratuity A if you give them at each 
change of horfes a {killing and a half, they are very well fatisfied; you give befides one 
filling to the bolkar (the oftler who feeks and puts the horfes to the carriage). It is 
abfolutely requifite you fhould fend forward a courier five or fix hours before you to 
order horfes, as they are not kept at the poft-houfe, but about the nezghbourhood, and 
fometimes at agreat diftance. ‘his precaution may however prove unneceflary, provi- 
ded you travel with no more than one or two horfes, fince in general you will find as 
many at the poft-houfe. . : 

You thould travel with your own harnefs, the Swedith poftilions ufing none but cords, 
which it is fometimes long before they can adjult, if you have many horfes, and whiclt 
frequently break. It will not be amifs as well to take a fervant with you, who may 
know how to drive, for notwithftanding the roads be in general excellent, there yet are 
certain parts of them on which you would rather be driven by fome one in whom you 
might have confidence, than by a country lad who perhaps will never have drove aught 
belere but his plough. Should you have a‘heavy carriage, apt to jirk forward, provided 
you have clogs to the wheels, we advife their being frequently ufed, although this mea- 
fure will not always prevent the poflillions from going at a full gallop. If you have no 
fervant to fend forward, you give a note, on which is expreffed the number of horfes 
you require, and the time at which you compute you fhall want them, which.is carried 
by a countryman from poft to poft, to the fpot at which you mean to ftop, which mutt 
be expreffed on thé note. For this you pay the expence of one horfe, and the trinkelt 
of the countryman, the fame as the poftillion : you may alfo fend by him fuch part of 
your luggage as you-wifh to be difencumbered of. This in fhort isthe only mode of 
tranfporting effeéts in Sweden, public carriages being things unknown. No inftance 
has ever been adduced, notwithftanding the frequent change of the carriage by which 
it will have been conveyed, and its different conductors from every ftage, of a box being 
ever loft, much lefs broke open; nay it has happened, that when any have come open 
from accident, the contents have uniformly arrived fafe, and without diminution, un- 
touched : this tribute of juflice is due to the Swedifh p2afantry, as it tends to exalt them 
much above that of every other country. At every poit-houfe the traveller is prefent- 
ed with a dag book (daysbook), in which he inferts his name and quality, whence he 
eomes, whither going, the number of horfes he takes, and if he be fatisfied with the 
previous poftillion, &c. and every month this book is given to the Governor of the pro- 
vince. 

It is abfolutely requifite you fhould carry provifion with you. Frequently do you go 
ten or twenty miles f without finding any thing but milk, wretched beer, brandy, and 
bread: baked fome months before ; thisis the cafe even in fome towns, but certainly not 
all. Of lodging you are conftantly fecure, every poft-houfe, without exception, being - 

* Formerly the price was 4 fkillings; during the war it was doubled. We are not informed whether 
or no it has been reduced as it ought to be, and as the peafantry have requefted ; who perceive that there 


is lefs travelling finee, than there ufed to be before the augmentation. 
+ The Swedifh miie, which is that uled through the work, is fix Englifh miles, and 2$iths, 


copper coin t 


obliged 
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obliged to furnith a feparate apartment with one or two beds for travellers. We found, 
indeed, at fome’of the poft-houfes in the interior, that this law was but indifferently ob- 
ferved, yet fuch inftances were very rare. .Provided with a fervant who may {peak the 
Swedifh language you will avoid much inconvenience. In Sweden you may travel with- 
cut any apprehenfion, in perfect fafety, either by night or day.  Unlefs the froft be well 
fet in, efpecial care fhould be taken to prevent the poftillions quitting the high road ; 
they are conftantly difpofed to take the fhorteft cut, to fave a quarter of a mile or lefs, 
driving over Jakes not fufficiently frozen, or which begin to thaw. As thefe are fre- 
quently covered with fnow, you fometimes fink into, without perceiving, them. Accidents 
‘of this defeription are fo common in Sweden that the number of perfons annually drown- 
ed thus by imprudence, is rated at two thoufand. 

‘All the houfes out of the towns are built of wood, and this even in Sania, notwith- 
fianding the contrary aflertion of Le lyageur Hollandais. Many confift of the ground. 
floor alone. A houfe of this defcription, of a good fize, cofts a hundred rix-dollars 
building. 

Helfinburg is an extremely fimall town, fuch. as elfewhere would rank asa village; it 
contains at moft but twelve hundred inhabitants. “ On arriving at the poft office at Hel- 
‘inburg, you fhew your paifport. They are not very ftrict at the cuftom-houfe ; if you 
give a note of 24 {killings to the officer, he will be fatisfied without examining your 
trunks. 

From Helfinburg to Carlf{croon is twenty-three miles and a half. Chrifian/tadt is a 
finall town tolerably well fortified ; the King’s regiment is there in garrifon. In 1772 
the revolution began in this town, owing to which, Colonel Hellicius, who commanded 

“there, obtained the name of * Gu/tafafhiold (Guftavus’s thield). Chrifianjtadt isfamous _ 
for its manufadure of gloves. As you leave the town you pafs over a raifed caufy 
of fome length, made over the marfhes, which on this fide render the-town difficult of 
-accefs, from-the facility with which they may be inundated. Cari/ham is a fmall town, 
‘badly paved, yet pretty regularly built of wood. You pafs the limits of Scania, which 
"you will have traverfed, before you arrive at Nory, and enter Bleking. ‘The divifion of 
the two provincesis denoted by two boundaries of granite, on which the arms of each 
are engraven, and by afmall ftream which runs a few paces from the {pot. 

Scania is the mildeft of all the provinces in Sweden, the horfes, oxen, and all ani- 
mals are larger and ftronger in this part than in any other. Many gentlemen pafs the 
Summer, and fome live here all the year ; but a ridiculous pride diminithes the pleafure 
which otherwife might be enjoyed from refiding in the province. The vifits of gentle. 
‘men are always vifits of ceremony, in which they are accompanied by a number of fer- 
-vants, and horfes, that ere all maintained by their hoft for feveral days. After making 
a tour in this manner, they return to their homes, and live in feclufion during the reit 
ofthe year. Their nobility is fo ftrongly grafted on their minds that they pay no regard 
to women of the fecond clafs, even though they fhould be married to men of the high- 
eft rank. The fea coaft is extremely pleafant owing to the different profpeéts it affords, 
which are fuperior to thofe onthe thores of Zeeland. Here is fituated the greater part 
of the houfes of the nobility; yet along the high road we did not diftinguifh a fingle 
cone worthy of remark. On every fide, as you proceed, are blocks of granite laying on 
she ground, or in rocks, and trees which have fplit the ftone in working themfelves a 
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paffage to the light. All thefe ftones afford ftrong ground for prefumption, that the fea 
at fome period overflowed this fpot. The whole of this road is beautiful; it conftantly 
winds, and frequently afords moft charming profpeéts. In 17g0, even at the clofe of 
Decesnber, there were no fledges ufed for loaded carriages, yet the road was not lefs 
excellent. This province coutains mines of coal, alum manufactories, and ycllow am- 
ber; but the fpots where they are found are at a diftance from the courfe of the.road. 
At Rang, near to Skanor, in the fouthern part of the province, yeilow amber is found 
in large pieces. Andrarun and Raflunda adjoin each other on the road from Chriftan- 
‘fradt to Yftadt (where you embark to go to Stralfund).. -At the former of thefe two 
places is a quarry and manufaétory of alum; at the latter ycliow amber is met with. 
At Dofervp, ear Lund, is a coal-mine. ’ 

Ata fhort diftance from the’ boundaries of Scania, on the road to Carlfcroon, there 
are-many afcents and defcents, down which the peafants drive with great hardihood ata 
violent rate. Youcannot be deceived asto diftance on the high roads in Sweden, there 
being pofts or ftones to mark it at every half and quarter ofamile. Villages in Blek- 
ing are more numerous and large, but forthe moft part make but a wretched appear- 
ance. In this quarter you fee a number of Ione houfes fpread about the country, but 
very few of brick, as aflerted by many travellers. 

Carlfcroon was a pretty well-built town. before the fire which happened in 1790, 
when it contained from fourteen to fifteen thoufand inhabitants. At prefent it is almoft 
wholly ruined, not one houfe in eight remaining. The naval arfenals, being feparated by 
a wall from the town, were luckily preferved; a high wind fpread the fire fo as to 
make it general, and almoft all the men who might have rendered afliftance were at 
fea on board the fleet; add to which, (for what reaion is unknown,) there was in many 
houfes a quantity of gunpowder, the explofion of which confequently increafed the 
diforder inevitable on fuch an occafion. This town is fituated on an ifland, and built 
on the reck itfelf, which has rendered unneceflary the paving of many of its {treets, 
but which at the fame time makes it very unpleafant, as well for thofe in carriages as 
fuch as go on foot. The port is an excellent one, defended by two forts, as well as by 
its pofition; there is held the department of the royal navy. The old dock is cut out 
of the rock, and would certainly be worthy of notice, were it not for the excellence of 
the new one, which is above all praife, and which the Romans at the height of their ce- 
lebrity would not have blufhed to acknowledge: it is compofed of thirty-one bafons, 
calculated to contain twenty fail of the line and eleven frigates ; the bafons are cut in the 
folid rock, and are covered fo as to fhelter the veflels completely: only one of thefe ba- 
fons are completed; fome of the reft are however began, but it feems doubtful whe- 
ther a work of fuch immenfity will ever be completed, the advantage of fuch an eftab- 
lithment not being likely to compenfate its vait expence; for it does not yet appear evi- 
dent that veflels are better preferved by being under cover than expofed, or at Iealt 
that their duration is likcly to be fo far prolonged as to make the ditierence counterba- 
lance the coft of the undertaking. A foreigner travelling to Carlf{croon wili find it ne- 
ceflary to write to fome correfpondent to procure him lodgings, as otherwife he maft 
put up with fuch as the poft-houfe affords, which are wretched in extreme. Luckily the 
naval department, which cannot be removed, will fecure the ipcedy re-edification of the 
town, ‘he fleet is very confpicuoufly difcernible as you pals along a wooden bridge, 
on both fides of which are the fhips of the line and frigates. We counted fixteen of 
she former (their number being diminifhed by more than a third part in courfe of the 
war). Ihe frigates fuffered lefs. Independent of thefe, three or four are always ftation- 
ed at Gottenburg, and feveral at Sweaburg. 

VOL VI. 3¢ At 
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_ At Carlfcroon there are one thoufand four hundred and feventy-five marines, divided 
into twenty-nine companies, one of. which confifts of feventy-five men, and thirty-two 
of fifty each, the drums and fifes not included ; befides thefe, at Gottenburg there is a 
company of one hundred men, and twelve thoufand failors regiltered for the grand fleet, 
who in peace time employ themfelves as they will. [heir allowance from the department 


is fix ftivers a day and two pounds of bread. Each veffel takes on board ammunition fuf. 
cient for fixty broadfides. - : : 


State of the Swedifh Fleet in 1766. 




































i At Carlfcroon. | At Stockholm. At Gortenburg. 7} 
Ships of the line . ~ Galleys. Frigates. 
1 of - 100 guns! 12 of 44 oare, carrying 4 fix-| 1 of - 36 guus 
rof - 96 pounders, andi of twenty 1 of - 30 
1 of - 84 four pound on the pocp. 1 of - 24 
2 of - “94 28 of 40 oars, armied inthe fame! — 
3 of - 70 manner. 3 
2 of - 66 6 of 36, the large cannon,| — ~ 
5 ef “ 64. twelve-pounders, Galleys. ‘ } 
60 - 60 4 of 32, do. f i 
5 of 28 oars, 1 twelve-pounder, 
; ie in oe 4 0f 28, do. and q fix-pounders, ; 
— ‘ 54 Brigantines, 
23 —_— o 2 of 20 guns and 6 pair of oars, 
ee raams. 
Praams or floating batteries. {| 4 of 24 oars, and 24 large guns.| 4 Demi-gallies. 
4 of 20 guns and 24 oars. 1 of 24 oars, and 16 large guns. Galliot, : 
Frigates. Advice boats. r armed with mortars and'2 fix- 
1of 2 40 guns| 3 well armed, with 32 oars. Pounders, 
' a - 36 Galliot. RECAPITULATION. 
. of : By 1 armed with 2 large mortars and| Ships of the line - 23 
2 of 2 38 2 fix-pounders. ee - - 12 
f ~ 2 alleys - - 5 
ae bid Brigantine. : Demi-galleys : - 
9 1 of 20 guns and 6 pair of oars. | Galliots = - 6 
aa Brigantincs - 3 
Galliots. aa a ° 9 
4 Carrying 2 mortars and 2 fix- sacs pasha 7 ide 
pounders. 
Tranfports. 
6 of large tonnage for mafts and 
timber. 
14 fmaller ones. 








State of the Fleet in the Port of Carlfcroon in 1775. 


Ships of the line, Ships of the line—continued. 
Guns. Guns. 
The King Frederic - 70 Fredericus Rex - : > 60 
Adolphus Frederic - 70 The Heffe Caffel - - €o 
* ‘The Queen Louifa Ulrica 70 The Brehme - . 60 
The Prince Guftavus - 70 The Finland - - 60 
The Prince Charles Frederic 70 The Prince Charles - 60 
The Lion of Gothia - 70 ‘The Frederic Adolphus - 60 


aa 6 — 12 
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Ships of the line-—continued. = Frigates—continued. 
Guns. Guns. 
i . . z nee OM lof ia} The Falcon - Fs 34 
The Sophia Albertina - 60 1782. | The Ilerim ° . pt 
"The Sophia Charlotte - 6> Vhe Iramas - - 34. 
The Frederica Amelia - 69 The Vulture - - 34. 
The States of the Realm - 60 —7 
The Liberty 9 7 “62 Brigantines, 
‘The Union or Concor . 60 ‘ The Pollux he . of 18 guns, 
pre : Gola - - - of 10 
: Fifties. s 
The Upland - % 50° Galleys armed as before ftated. 
"The Sudermania - - 5° The Carlfcroon. 
‘The Sparre - - 50 “| The Cronenberg 
3 The Malmeea 
Frigates, The Bleking. 
"The Black Eagle = - 38 Uy Praams. 
The Prince Guftavus 7 36 The Achilles = 7 26 guns, 
The Phoenix - - 34 The IieGtor - - 26 


Remark, The Elephant, of 124 guns, was the largeft veffel that Sweden ever had it was in being under 
the reign of Eric XIV.—At the time of the landing of Charles XII. in Zealand in 1700, the Swedifh 
fleet confifled of thirty-eight fhips of the line, exclufive of frigates, fire-thips, and praams. 


Expence of the Swedith Navy at the periods adverted to. 
































} 1696. 1964. 1768, 1772. 
iSilver Dollars. Do. Do. Do. 
| For the admiralty and corps of cadets at |} 
) soso - - | - ‘ - . - 624,765 
Sailors - - - 1,139,81 - 
Flect of Galleys at Stockholm oe oe 5 a 
Flotilla of Finland - 671,498 21,866 1,404,304 296,647 
| Veffels on the ftocks - - - - 458,329 
Dock-yard at Carlfcraon - - - - 175,c00 
Naval evolutions - J - - - 50,000 
Charges of convoy - - 550,000 
| Coalling pilots - - - - 649 
; 671.4984] 157125330] 144041304) 14777,351 
If to this laft fum be added the expence of the provincial regiments in 1772, - 1,171,1g0, 
: . bse table III. ; 
and that of recruits, with the general expences of the faid year, - : 2,708;88a 
the fum will thew the whole expence of the Swedith forces that year in filver dollars, - 5:657,421 





According to the report laid before the fecret committee in 1772, the whole expence 
of the army, as detailed in the tables above, (exclufive of the charges incurred by the 
works on the fluices of Trolibett2) amounted to 5,540,957 dollars, which at three per 
rix-dollar, give 1,846,985 rix-dollars banco, which agrees tolerably well with the fum 
above noticed. 

By the ftatement of Field-marfhal Count de Ehrenfvoerd, relative to the reyal navy, 
it appears that the galley ficet at Stockholm! during the time it was under the direGtion 
of the board of admiralty, coft annually 223,893 filver doilars; and that under the di- 
rection of the faid Vield-marfhal, the floti:las of Stockholm and Finland conjointly coit 
no more than 101,020 dollars per year. Owing tothe management of this general, 

sore the 
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the flotilla is conftruated of armed fhips, which are calculated to ferve, as circumiftances 
may require, either as frigates or galleys. 

‘The towns and certain farms in the maritime provinces are obliged to furnifh the King : 
with failors; fo that the navy is upon the fame footing as the provincial army: There 
are befides fome volunteer failors, who for a moderate fum engage themfelves on board 
the fleet, and who at intervals enter the merchant fervice, 

The whole naval force confifts, 


In failors furnifhed by the towns, to the number of ~ 84060 
The rotar, doubled - _ — _ 8300, 
Recruits an a = Ais ie 





Total 17,400 





But according to Cantzler, when the retar is not doubled, which only happens in time 
of war, when the volunteers, the recruits, the failors from the towns, and the boys, 
who are rarely called upon, are not employed, there remains on fervice no more 
than 


For the towns. — : aaa _ 8ca 
The rotar _ _ - 6200 
———ty 

7000 





The ftaff of the Swedith navy confifted, in 1773, of a grand admiral, two admirals, 
three vice-admirals, four rear-admirals, one rear-admiral, the prefident of the dock- 
yards 5. ‘fix colonels, twenty:fix lientenant-colonels, nineteen majors, fixty-two cap- 
tains, ninety-five lieutenants, one aid de camp-general, a warehoufe keeper, a captain 
commandant of artillery, a roll-mafter, two captains of the dock-yards, five lieutenant- 
captains, a captain commandant of pilots and coafting pilots, and a lieutenant of pilots. 
in all two hundred and thirty-two officers. 


Expences of the royal navy according to the ftatement of 1787. 
Rix-dollars in {pecie. 


For the board of admiralty - - 16,058 16 
the fleet and dock-yards - - 472,191 30 9 
the fquadron at Gottenburg - - 72389 26 


loan to the failors - - - 14,597 38 6 

the equipage of the Swedifh fleet and flotilla 56,841 13° 9 

of the Finnifh flotilla - - 535448 38 

Sats erereere  901290- 3.9 
The commiffariat * - - - 66,666 32 0 








Total in rix-dollars 667,194 20 
To this if the expence of the army for the faid year be added, for the 





particulars of which fee Table Ill. equal to - - 1,064,996 18 0 
The total expenditure for the year 1787, for the army and navy col- 
le€tively, will be . : > . 1,732,190 20 0 





ere 
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From Carlferoon to Gottenburg is thirty-feven miles and a quarter; you retura by’ 
the road you have already paffed as far as bu; about halt a league beyond, you 
turn tothe right. ‘Thére is another road by Ailerid, but it is longer and lels pleafant. 
Between Skieurgue and Diuramola, you leave Bicking to enter Smaland: the roads are 
conftantly good, but hilly ; the country wild: water is rarely found at the poft houfes, 
inftead you mutt be content with bad beer and brandy wine; there are many foreits of 
fir and pine, which, however, are frequently of flunted growth, and here and there 
lakes. ‘hat near which the town of Vexiceu is fituated, is rather confiderable. Vexiceu. 
is a very {mall town: notwithitanding it be the refidence of the governor of the pro- 
vince, and a bifhop, nothing is to be had, and the neceflity of carrying your own provi- 
fions is as evident here as in the moft inconfderable hamlet; one of the ftreeis is lined 
with trees, but this is far from being the cafe with all of them, as fome trave late, 
On leaving Vixiceu, you crofs over bridges, feveral times, a river which ts origin in 
the lake, and empties itfelf into the Baltic about a mile from Carlfham; it is cailed the: 
Morunfo: afterwards you coaft along the lake for fome time. Succeed a number of 
woods more flourifhing than thofe pafled before; the confequence doubtlefs of their 
greater diftance from the fea, which begins to be confiderable. The whole of this road 
is mountainous; if your luggage be heavy, it will not be amifs to take the ruad for Jon- 
keeuping upon arriving at Géurs, for although it be rather the farthelt way, it is by 
much the moft agreeable, and patfies through feveral towns to Gottenburg, whereas by 
the former road you go through none. You traverfe the whcle of Smaland, a pro. 
vince which gives title to the King’s fecond fon: its inhabitants are reputed to preferve 
all the franknefs with all the rudenefs of their anceftors; they confider themfelves much 
fuperior to their neighbours, with whom they rarely intermarry, which circumftance- 
has not a little contributed to the prefervation of their ancient charagter. This province 
yields a confiderable quantity of hops. In its fouthern part, much iron is extracted 
from the lakes arfd marfhes. The gold mine of Adelfers, the only one in the kingdom, 
is in Smaland ; it is little productive, fo little, as not to pay the charges of working ; it 
is fituated at a diftance from this road, but you go nearit on pafling from Calmar to 
Efkiceu. From Hefiew to Bor there are many afcents and defcents, which during frofly 
weather are fomewhat dangerous. As you leave Vername, you crofs the Laga over a 
bridge, where you pay a toll of two fous for each wheel; after which the road to Stock. 
holm is on the right, and beyond, a very fteepafcent ; here itis that you crofs the high 
road to Helfinburg. On this ftage the eye is treated with nothing bat {andy plains, 
heath, and ftone, with here and there fome ftreams, he fair of Vernamo has great 
reputation in the country ; the flalls are permanent as well here as at other places where 
fairs are held, and are frequently corffpicuous. From Gronhult to ‘Tcfstorp there are 
large forefts of pine and fir: on this flage there is abundance of heath, with little or no 
cultivation. The four laft ftages are the worft; on the Jaft you travel over a great. 
fteep by a road cut through the rock, on the border of a fmall lake. Along all this 
road you will find it frequently neceflary to apply the drag to the wheels. As we made 
this journey about Chriitmas time, called in the northern languages You/, and which 
has been kept in this country from time immemorable, we found provifion in every 
houfe ; each individual had decorated the infide of his apartments with cloth, ftuif, or 
whatever moft valuable he poffefled, and the floor was ccvered with itraw, which never- 
thelefs did not prevent the inhabitants letting lighted fire-brands fali on it without pay- 
ing any regard to their extinction, anegle@t which will readily account for the frequency 
of conflagrations. We did not remark, as is affirmed by Mr. Coxe, that the beds are 
commonly one above the other; but almoft every where did we obferve trunks ranged 
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around the room, ferving as feats by day, and in lieu of bedfteads by night. Before 
you enter Gottenburg is a cuftom houfe, at which the officers are very rigid: it is not 
however difficult to obtain allowance for one to attend at your inn, where you may dif. 
mils him, according to cuftom, at the expence of 24 fkillings. Complaint is made that 
the officers of the cuftoms here are, as almott everywhere, infolent, knavith, and coun. 
tenanced in their infotence. 

Gottenburg. At the poft-houfe you meet with indifferent accommodation, but will 
find better, although at a greater expence, at the Adis Muller’. This city ts very 
pretty, it is the fecond in the Kingdom, but much inferior to the towns in France of the 

‘third order: it contains at moft but fourteen or fifteen thoufnd people, for although 
five hundred and eighty perfons died here in 1790, this number comprized :many 
foldiers who returned fick from the army: the births were four hundred and thirty- fix. 
The town is interfected by canals, which are planted with trees, and which in fome 
places give it the appearance of a Dutch town; yet the houfes are far from being of 
equally good conftrudtion, few being of brick ; neverthelefs the appearance of the new 
town has in it fomewhat pleafing. ‘The fuburbs is built on an eminence: here the 
faiJors refide, who are very numerous, as well owing to its being the ftation of the Fatt 
India Company’s veflels, as of a number of King’s frigates. ° 

Its hofpital was founded by Mr. Sahlgren, a wealthy individual ; its revenue is 1500 
tix dollars ; it contains thirty beds, two of which for lying-in women; this number 
however, in cafe of neceflity, is augmented by two, and the whole has occafionally 
amounted to feven at once, Any woman in this condition may ring at the gate at any 
hour of the day or night, and be gratuitoufly admitted. In this houfe forty-five aban- 
doned children were born‘in the year 1789, and in 1790, thirty fix. The fick have 

each a bed to themfelves, and the whole eftablifhment appeared to us to be well at- 
tended’: when we faw it, it contained but thirteen invalids. If defirous of fending 
thither a Gottenburger, you pay fix {killings per diem, if a ftranger, eight: patients 
afflited with venereal complaints are the only ones not admitted. ‘The fick are not 
allowed tea. ‘There is one phyfician belonging to the hofpital, who is at the fame time 
both director and treafurer, and one furgeon. ‘The moft common and moft dangerous 
maladies of the country are milliary fevers: thofe of an inflammatory nature are ver 
yare; the hofpital is feldom full, unlefs in May, which is the unhealthy month. Tha 
fluor albus is very-common ; it is attributed to the frequent ufe of tea, the-cloth drawers 
which women are accuftomed to wear, and the want of cleanlinefs. All the beds in 
the hofpital are without top covering even when the curtains are drawn, in order that 
the air may have free circulation. All the Kitchep utenfils are of caft iron, 

Cabinets. The Count de Sparre has about three fcore paintings, eight or ten of 
which by Teniers, Wouvermans, Gerard Dow, &c. are worthy of attention. 

Mr. Neeurn the director of the cuftom houfe, pofleffes a very compleat colleétion of 
Swedifh coins and medals; his cabinet confifts of none befides: among other valuable 
coins he has one of Count Oxenfliern, which is extremely rare: notwithftanding this 
colleétion was only begun in 1783, ii already comprizes three thoufand diflinét pieces. 

Refineries, “here are three fugar refinerics here, but on no very large feale, two of 
them without the town; the third, belonging to Mr. Jacobfon, is onan ifland formed 
by a canal, and feparate from any cther building for fear of fire; it has four boilers, 
which however are not at alltimes employed; it feldéom works more than two hundred 
and fifty hogfheads per annum. ‘The Sugar from it is extremely white and luftrous, 
but not very fweet, and fells at from 1o'to 13 killings per Jb. according te quality. 
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Commerce. The commerce of Gottenburg ts very confiderable, and may be looked: 
upon as conftituting a feventh part of the whole exports, and one fourth of all the im- 
ports of Sweden; the ifland of Marftrand in its neighbourhood, ever fince 1775, has’ 
been a free port. In {pite of the convention between France and Sweden in 1784, by 
which an entrepét was to be granted to the former in exchange for the ifland of St. Bar- 
tholomew, there is but one fingle French merchant elitablifhed here, (M. Fournier ;) 

_ but this convention has not been executed in every point, and upon this may be ob- 
ferved that the Swedifh government has taken advantage of the fituation of France, too 
much occupied with concerns of a greater magnitude to attend to thofe of fuch trivial 
nature, and has neglected to fulfil all the {tipulations of a treaty, fo binding in itfelf, as 
to condition, that in cafe of non-conformity on the part of Sweden with its various artis 
cles, France is to refume poffeffion of St. Bartholomew; in a word, it may be faid, that 
one of the parties is in full pofleffion of the grant made to it, the other not. In this 
town there are about a dozen Englifh houfes; the E-nglith are better looked upon here 
than any other nation. Gottenburg is a long mile difiant from.the North fea, and on 
the Geeutha, which is here a very broad river. In the year 1790, there entered its 
port feven hundred and feventeen foreign, and five hundred and ten national ‘hips 5: 
thence failed for foreign ports feven hundred and feventy-nine,. and five hundred and. 
fifty-three to different parts of Sweden. Out of the feven hundred and feventeen which. 
entered this port, but fixteen were French, (the fame number as arrived at Stockholm.) 

-The number of merchant veffels belonging to Gottenburg is,.as ftated at prefent, two 
hundred and fifty ; it is our opinion however, that it does not exceed two hundred and... 
ten. 

Eaft India Company. This company, notwithftanding it has the privilege of trading 

likewife with India, difpatches one or two and fometimes, but rarely, three fhips in a 

year to China alone. In January 1791, it poffeffed feven fhips in good condition, and. 
one on the ftocks. This company is managed in an‘admirable manner ; it has four 
directors, one of which is prefident, (Mr. Hofterman,) and four others at Stockholm, 
who are only honorary members of the direction ; no one, not even the King himfelf, 
has any right of infpetion into the affairs of this company; the warehoufes, notwith- 
ftanding they are large, cannot contain more than three cargoes. The veflels-in general 
fail for China in the month of January; they are obliged to faw through the ice to get 
to fea. If any order be fent to China, a very exact model of what is required muft go 
with it, for the Chinefe copy minutely, even defe€ts. Oftend and Antwerp hold many 
fhares in this eompany. , 
The following is a table of the exports of produce from Gottenburg, in 17903 which 
may be looked upon as lefs than a common year. The war having lafted to the middle 

of it, and fhipments in confequence were not fo numerous, the ‘fea being open but a. 

few months of that year; for notwithftanding the belligerent powers had no cruizers at 
fea, the fearcity of failors, from fo many being employed on board the navy, muft have 
had.a fenfible effect on fhipment, : 
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Export of Produce from Gottenburg, in 1790. 









































Tron in bars. Pig Iron. Steel. Boards. | “Tons of Veluc or Ladss 
eee sae Salted Jonds. 
Sch. Lips. lbs Sch. Lips. Ibs. |Sch. Lips. Ibs. | Dozens. Herrings. | Rise Sch. KR. 
To Amfterdam, 529 12 40 75 710 62 16 0 7 7:0] 233,551 9 3 
Anclam, 230 
Berghen, © t 400 
Cadiz, { 245 2,438 22 4t 
Colberg, | . W354 } 
Dublin, zy 637 10 © a 42 | 
Dunkirk, 38:89 25 04 
Elbing, : } 380 
Elineur, t 15 
England, 24,306 6 10] 1164 9 to 63 0 ro! —-g036 
Northern parts, 3,711 30 © 
France, 1,062 5 1§| 718 19 5) 503 18 5 2322 160 
Genoa, 110 0 O 53 
Griffswald, : 13:0 
Hamburg, 7or 2:10 7°90 0 365 6:0] gtIo1ro 1. 9 
Treland, 5729 6 ©} 6:0 65 665 2676 ‘25 0 © 
Copenhagen, 19524 15 10 Stl g 12 3 5) 54 285} 8,034 «5 6 
Licbau, i 358 
Lifbon, 76 5 0 210 0} 7 1 | §3:269 41 9 
London, 749 Fy 0] Et2 to 0 140 
Lubeck, . 440 Ig 10 o 150 138, 5 
Marflrand, : 208 © 0 
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North Sea, 230 0 0 7:0 
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Nicuport, 9° 
“Oftend, 63,;c60 16 10 
St Peterfburg. . goo 
Pillan, 140% 
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i Revel, : t 914 4 
Roftoek, . 20 58 
Scotland, 33518 14 5] 458 15 10 25 0 10428 451 14 0 
Stettin, : 2833 
q Stralfand, 120 5¢ 
J st Ube, | 50 7 5 580 | 
The Baltic, 22,595 4 10] 4940139 3| 498 IIo 10096 34¢¢8 | 107,667 46 10; 
|: The Indies, 7 2410 
i Other parts, 5250 4 Oj 6 7 15 144 | 142,728 2706 21 18 
i }rog,707_ 4 Fol go33z ys 3] Tide 17 5) 369001 95a | soars 7 al 





Specification of the Indian Merchandize, of which the Value is given in the Tabie. 


1,110,143 lbs. of tea; 149 pieces of filk of thirteen French ells in length, and five 
quurters wide; 15,599 pieces of nankin ; 5014 lbs. of raw white filk ; 3197 Ibs. cin- 
namon; 4980 lbs. rhubarb; 215 lbs. fago 3; 957 lbs. rotin; 7756 lbs. galinga; 7 cans 
and a half of arrack 3 the can holds twenty-one bottles ; bamboo fans to the value of 
2438 rod. 22 ich 5 porcelain, to the value of 10,232 r d. 44 {ch. ‘The whole of thefe 
goods formed but one cargo. To this is to be added, likewile, what is confumed at 
home, and what is {muggled out, which is to a large amount. : 


5 Herring 
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Herring Fifbery. This important branch of commerce, whigh for a while was anni- 
nilated, owing to the difappearance of the herrings, has now refumed its wonted brifk- 
nefg ; the fale amounts at prefent to fix hundred thoufand barrels of falted herrings, 
and thirty thoufand barrels of oi]. ‘Ten or twelve barrels of herrings yield about one , 
barrel of oil. The price of a barrel of frefh.herrings is generally four filver dollars ; 
the expence of falting them, cafk inclufive, (which cofts about * 16 or 20 fkillings), is 
five or fix dollars: the price of a barrel of falted herrings is from twelve to thirteen 
dollars, thus leaving a profit of from a-dollar and a half to two filver dollars per barrel 
for the curing. The barrel of oil fells for 12 rix-dollars, it contains an awe t 5 that is 
to fay, about one hundred and eighty common bottles. All the cafks are gauged, ard 
uniformly contain from a thoufand to twelve hundred herrings. ‘The fifhery begins in 
Otober, and lafts till February, anid even March, according to the feafon. The greater 
part of its produce is exportéd to different places in the country, the coafts of the Bal- 
tic, and the Mediterranean; they export alfo (particularly to the fouthern nations), 
dried and fmoaked herrings; thele are of higher price than the former. Some adven- 
turers at this place have attempted the whale fifhery, but without fuccefs. : 

Generally, if afked to dine, it is an invitation for the day, and fupper as well: this is 
the cultom throughout all Sweden, and even at Stockholm, but there it is confined to 
the fecondary ranks in fociety. Grace before and after meat, and a bow to the matter 
of the houle, are cuftomary every where: at times indeed, the length of this ceremony, 
and the ferious countenance affumed by the Swedes, would incline us to laughter but 
for the intervention of refleGion, At ceremonial dinners, healths are drunk in an 
enormous goblet full of Rhenifh wine or Champagne ; the goblet is handed round, and 
each takes a fip: there are certain formalities to be obferved, in which you are inftrudted 
on the fpot, and the penalty, in cafe of omiffion, is to empty the goblet ; to our minds 
rather an arduous undertaking : we were prefent at this ceremony for the firft time at 
the hoyfe of the Bifhop of Gottenburg, a well informed, and very amiable perfon: he 
is confidered the beft preacher in Sweden, and is indebted to himfelf alone ior his emi- 
nent ftation in life, being the fon of a peafant. Apothecaries at Gottenburg are men 
of better information than in other countries, and what is fingular, they are held in 
higher efteem than either furgeons or phyficians. 

It is cuftomary for the band of the regiment in garrifon to comeand play under the 
windows, or even at the door of ftrangers who arrive: you difmifs them at the expence 
of a trifle, or without giving them any thing, (as we were recommended to-do,) by de- 
firing them on their beginning to go about their bufinefs. ‘There is no. other than yel- 
low bougies at Gottenburg, and it ftruck us as fomewhat fingular, that at a.grand fup- 
per, to which eighteen or a {core perforis were invited, given by the richelt merchant 
in the town, who is reputedly worth 400,000 rix-dollars, and who in 1791 built a 
wooden houfe which coft a fourth of that amount, there was none but tallow candles 
on the table. Many-articles are dear in this town, if compared with thtir price in 
towns.of fimilar dimenfions in France. 

Landing of the Dans in 1788. The Prince of Heffe came to Gottenburg in 1788, 
fhortly before the landing : on this occafion he was received with the greateft demon- 
itrations of civility by the governor, and the Duke of Sudermania, who was there at 
the time: he took advantage of this to acquire fuch information refpeéting the place, 
as might be wleful to him. He could eafily have plundered the whole of the Ealt In- 


* Vide table of Swedifh money. + See table of meafures. 
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.dia Company’s warehoufes, the merchandize in which was valued at two millions of 
rix-dollars ;_ but delaying too long, the firmnefs of Mr. Elliott, the Englifh minifter, 
“and the arrival of the King, whom none knew where to find, and who fuddenly arrived 
from Dalecarlia, put a ftop to all he might have done, and obliged him to retire. The 

’ King on his arrival vifited the place, and found no preparations of defence: the balls 
were not of fit fize for the calibres of the guns, the artillery officer was ignorant of the 
range of his bombs, &c. Yet notwithftanding thefe impediments, the King refolved 
on defence ; he colleéted together as many volunteers and troops as he could mutter, 
and refolved on giving battle to the Danes in a plain before the town. On the other 
hand, General Armfeldt arrived with ten thoufand men, and it is highly prefumable 
that the bravery of his troops, joined to the prefence of His Majefty, would have infured 
victory to the Swedes. Beyond a doubt the city, and particularly the Eaft India Com- 
pany, which had moft to lofe, owed their falvation to their fovereign; yet, will it be 
credited, that finding himfelf in the greateft diftrefs, and requiring from the Company 
a fum of money of no confiderable amount, he was unable to obtain from them but a 
part of what he afked? The city of Gottenburg had a medal firuck in commemoration 
of its deliverance in 1790, owing to the appearance of His Majefty, which however is 
not one of the beft executed by Lehrman. ie 

Between Gettenburg and Marftrand, you pafs through Kunghell and Kjufbill ; for 
the firft ftage the road is along the river Geeutha, which flows between two ridges of 
rocks, the feet of which are in fome parts cultivated. Near Bobus, (a ftrong caftle 
feized upon by the Danes in 1788,) you are ferried over two arms of the river, without 
unharnefling, and for a very moderate expence. 

Kunghill, formerly very confiderable until deftroyed by the Vandals, is now a very 
fmall town, where two thoufand Danes were quartered in 1788. During their flay, 
they gave no caufe of complaint to its inhabitants. From Kjufhill, you proceed on foot 
to the fea fide over a ftony rocky path: there is a houfe here where you muft thew 
your paflport, an indispenfable article with which you mult furnifh yourfelf at-Gotten- 
burg : it is ufual to give eight fsillings to the clerk both going and coming, although 
there be no obligation. The diftance acrofs to Marftrand is about three French leagues: 
it took us an hour and a half to go thither, and nearly three hours returning, owing to 
calms and our being continually obliged to ufe oars. The paffage lies between a num- 
ber of iflets, or rather rocks: there is an abundance of water fowl, which none are 
allowed to fhoot for fear of frightening the herrings. For the ufe of the boat going 
and returning, (waiting a day at Marftrand,) you pay two or three rix-dollars ; but you 
mutt make your bargain beforehand at the poft office of Kjufhill. 

Marfirand. This town pofleffes nothing interefting, except its herring fifhery, which 
employs the major part of its inhabitants. Notwithftanding it be a free port, it is but 
little frequented, and its population is very inconfiderable, in fpite of the privileges 
granted by government to fuch as eftablith themielves here. The caftle built on a 
rock ferves as a ftate prifon. ‘The commandant has been in the French fervice, and it 
is no difficult matter, particularly for a Frenchman, to obtain permiflion from him to 
foe the interior; if he be abfent, it is a more difficult affair, as the officers under him 
dare not take upon themfelves to permit the entrance of foreigners; this happened to 
be the cafe with us: it has nothing however to recommend it, except the profpect it 
affords, which is highly picturefque, owing to the number of ifles and rocks feen from 
it, and even this profpect may be feen with little inferiority of advantage from a pro- 
jection of the rock, without entering the caftle.. You lodge at Fyrber’s, 
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Cuap. U.—Catarads of Trolhetta.—Road to Stockholm through Nericta and Woftmania. 
Objects on the Road and inits Neighbourhood interefting to a Naturali/?. 


ON our return to Kunghill we continued our journey, as defcribed in the itine. 
vary. At Strocum you take a fledge, or a peafant’s cart, as the feafon happens to be, 
to go to Trolhcetta, where thofe cataracts are fituated, fo worthy the attention of travel- 
ers; as far as this flage you kecp alongfide the river, which is on your right, and fee 
fome cultivated plains, particularly hop grounds, From Stroeum you continue the high 
road to Wenerfborg for about fix hundred paces; leaving it then to the left you turn 
to the right hand direétly towards the river which forms in this {pot a fmall bafon, the 
water of which is as ftill as the furface of a lake, although at but a finall diftance frorm ~ 
the cataracts : you crofs the river in very light boats, paying for the fare four fous each 
perfon: for the {pace of a quarter of a mile you then follow the courfe of the river on 
the oppofite bank, along a road made of planks, con{tructed for the conveyance of iron, 
from the {pot where the river ceafes to be navigable, to that where it begins to be fo 
again. You may alfo, by making a longer circuit, or in cafe of going from Wenerf- 
borg, pais the river above the cataraéts; for it is abfolutely requifite you fhould keep 
on the fame fide as the hamlet of Trolheetta, as nothing is vifible from the other on‘ac- 
count of the mountains which form the fide of the river: at the fpot where you pals 
the Gceutha (below the cataracts) is the iron warchoufe, which confifts of a tolerably 
large building on the ground floor, with different apartments, numbered. If defirous 
of avoiding the walk of a quarter of a mile, you will find, after crofling the river, car- 
riages peculiar to the country, which will take you to Trolhcetta and bring you back 
again, charging, on account of the time they ftop, a mile, notwithftanding the diftance 
be no more altogether than half as much. We were conduéted all the way to Trol- 
heetta by the waterman who ferried us over, and gave him for his pains eight fkillings, 
with which he appeared well fatisfied. We advife beginning from above, near the vil- 
Jage of Trolhcetta itfelf, where the faw-mills are, and defcend again to below the cata~ 
ratts ; thus obtaining a profpeét of the whole, which is highly pi€turefque, not only on 
account of the different falls, but of the rocks likewife which are feen on every fide: 
we were there on a fine funny day, and the earth was covered with fnow, which per- 
haps added to the beauty of this point of view: great expence has been incurred in the 
attempt to make this part of the river navigable, and thus opening a communication be. 
tween lake Wener and the North Sea; but it is apprehended with much reafon that 
this undertaking will never be brought to a favourable iffue: it would, perhaps, be a 
more certain and lefs expenfive plan te dig a canal, which leaving the river above the 
cataracts might terminate in the bafon before alluded to: the diftance would be little 
more than a quarter of a mile, and a number of locks might remedy the inequality of 
the ground. Your curiofity fatisfied, you return the fame way back to Stroeum, and 
arrive at Wener/borg, which poffefles nothing remarkable but its iron market, this town 
being the entrepdt for all that the province of Vermeland fends to Gottenburg ; it is 
fituated on the fpot near which the Goeutha iffues from lake Wener. There is a raifed 
way of great length over the canal of Carlfgraff : .it is arched at intervals, the fame as a 
bridge, and is the road to Norway; it hasa parapet (for what reafon we could not con- 
jecture) on one fide only : in the middle is a ftone bearing an infcription which defig- 
nates under whofe government it was conftructed. All this however but ill repays the 
pains of going to Wenerfborg ; wherefore when at Kunghill you will do well to se 
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the Goeutha, make for Lahall, follow the courfe of the river as far ds Trolhcetta, and 
thence take the road to Stockholm by Bor/fed, &c. Near Wenerfborg, on the oppofite 
fide of the Geeuthia, are mounts Ha/feberg and Huneberg, in which are found quarries of” 
alum, trapp, black chalk, and lapis fzifius in abundance. - From Wenerfborg to Stock- 
holm is forty-three miles and five-eighths. "The whole of this road is excellent, particu- 
larly from Marieftadt: in the middle of January we were ‘not under the necefity of 
afing a. fledge before we arrived there, and even afterwards on account of want of * 
{now ; at the laft {tage we were obliged to take our carriage off and travel on wheels ; 
for on the 15th of January we faw verdure at the very gatcs of Stockholm. You pafs 
through the finall town Lidkccuping and Marieftadt. You do not, change horfes at 
thefe towns, which are neither worth the trouble of flopping to examine. ‘They are 
pleafantly fituated upon lake Wener, which is vifible from the great fquare of Lidkceu- 
ping. After pafling Hofva you enter Nericia, where is acuftom-houfe. ‘The province - 
of Skaraburg, which forms a part of Weftrogotbia, and which we have been traverfing, 
has certain {pots which the amateur of natural-hiftory may vifit, and will find fome Cue 
rious minerals, fuch are Kinnakulle, a quarry of alum and calcareous {tone ; Billingeny 
a quarry of alum. ‘This mountain is fituated near the town. of Skieufde, between Fal- 
kceuping and Marieftadt, three miles and a quarter from the former, and five from the” 
latter. - At this mountain many curious minerals may be procured; but, as it is of 
great extent, it will require fome time to examine all its remarkable parts. Black alum 
is difcovered here in. flates, frequently enclofing petrified enthomolithes, lapis fuillus in 
balls, both great and fmall, folid, {parkling, granulated, and frequently encafing {mall ez- 
_thomolithes and petrified fhells. Spar of a conic form, Indurated and lamillated: marl ; 
clayey flate ; black folid trapp, granulated: with fibres like ears of corn. Solid calca- 
reous ftone of a red, brown, and grey colour, in which are frequently found petrified 
orthocerathites and enthomolithes. Calcareous ftalaétites both white and yellow, fearcely 
at all porous within, although formed by depofits in layers, and undulated at the fur- 
face: in thefe fometimes leaves are found enclofed. Lamillated gypfum, both white 
and ftriated, in exceeding thin fheets between flates of alum. Free-{tone of many va- 
_tious forts. Coal, folid and fhining externally, met with at times between flates of 
alum at Muithorp. In order to colle& as many of thefe minerals as poffible, you fhould 
conftantly give the preference in your fearch for them to thofe places where they have 
been found before, fach as Timurdala, Multorp, Ulunda: Beck, Hallevad, &c.— Myffe- 
berg, and Olleberg near Falkceuping. Here are found argillaceous flate, mixed with va 
rious petrifadtions, enthomolithes, and petrified fhells ; Japis fuillus, both folid and granu- 
lated ; folid red calcareous ftone; flate of alum, &c. In this province are a number 
of quarries of alum. None of the fpots above-mentioned are in the neighbourhood 
of the above noted road except the firft, whither you may cafily go from Kalangen. 
_All the towns along this road are wretched, notwith{tanding Gfurebro and Arboga be 
capitals. After pafling by Lidkceuping you enter into foreft land. C£urebro is fitu. 
ated on the extremity of lake Hielmer, (at the mouth of a river that has a trifling fall, 
vifible from a ftone bridge,) which lake communicates with Meeler. Beyond Arboga 
you perceive the canal which joins the two lakes; there are fome very handfome locks 
which are deferving of notice. You enter Weftmania between Fellingibro and Arboga. 
From Arboga through Kiceuping to Skinftatteberg is fix miles and a quarter; hence 
you make a fhort excurfion to Riddar-Hittann, the copper mines. Here yeilow copper 
is found mixed with ore of black iron ; martial pyrites ; galena, ore of bifmuth im fcales, 
in. a rocky granulated ftone ; ore of cobalt, fteely grained, of a rare defcription. At 
Stalfen you meet with red ore, femi-tranfparent, cryftallized in {mall dru/es ; mineral 
6 pitch ; 
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pitch; white and blue fpar ; potter’s earth. Ba/enws grufvan, another copper mine be- 
Jonging to Ridder Hittann, is firuated a fhort league from the others ; -here you find 
. yellow copper ore j-ore of bifmuth in large feales ; {caly molybdene ; tungften, or heavy 
Rone; amianthus, fometimes blended with yellow copper, which gives it a beautiful 
hue} quartz in flender drujes ; potter’s earths, &c. as the copper ore is frequently mix- 
ed with ore of black iron, it is rather difficult to fufe. : y 
From Marieftadt to this place, you travel over plains in an excellent {tate.of cultiva- 
‘tion, and tolerabiy well peopled. This, in many refpects, is. one of the belt diftricts in 
‘Sweden: ail Nericia is full of forges and mines. The following are the principal places < 
Quifbrau, an iron mine; MWintcrofa, copper and iron mine; the firft abandoned; x- 
berg, an iron foundry ; Farbeas, Nora, Linde, iyon wines in the neighbourhood; in the 
two latter, which are near cach other, the following varieties are found: ore of black 
jron, folid, granulated, cryftallized in o€taedra, difperfed in potter’s earth ; hematites of : 
a bluith caft, lamillated, micacious and fparkling ; cloudy topazes in drofes; feveral va- 
"yicties of drufes in quartz, and calcareous fpar. Near to Nora is a finall mine of \cop- - 
‘per, in which is found folid copper ore, of fteely grain; galena; granulated ore of co. 
‘balt, cryflallized amid the copper ore; calcareous ftone, &c. A. mule and a half diftant - 
from Ciurebro, is Dylta, a large manufactory of fulphur and green vitviol, The ful-- 
‘phur is extraéted from martial pyrites, which abound here ;: it is diftilled in caft iron.. 
veflels ; the refidue is lixiviated, and produces by evaporation, and cryftallization, green, . 
or martial vitriol: the ferruginous ochre which remains, affords a red colour, with . 
which the houfes are painted. At Gland/bammer are quarries of calcareous ftone, and - 
filver mines abandoned. At Garphyttann, two miles further, is a large allum manu- 
factory ; the flate quarries are not far diftant and well deferve attention ; here, black al-- 
lum, in flatesy is found of a bituminous quality, fo that inftead of roafting it; according ; 
- to common prattice, before it is lixiviated, it is ufed inftead of wood, with much fuc- 
‘cefs, for heating cauldrons ; martial pyrites, folid, globular, and cryftallized in great va. - 
‘riety; indurated marl, frequently of a globular fhape; calcareous ftone; calcareous 
fpar cryftallized in pyramids; lapis fuiilus, brown and grey, fparkling, granulated, 
parry, rhomboidal, {triated, prifmatic, and cryftallized ; calcareous ftone, of a red and - 
brown colour, &c. From Garphyttann, by Sanua to Hefslekulla, is a mile and a half; - 
here you find an iron mine, the ore confifting of black granulated iron; calcareous {par, 
white, yellow, and of a violet hue, of a pyramidal fhape, covered with hexagonal cal. 
careous cryftals in drufes; rocks of granate, cryftallized granate ; and green earth of 
Hefslekulla: all the {pots where thefe are to be found, are near enough to GZurebro ; 
‘the following are much more diftant, and thofe defirous of vifiting them muft dedicate “ 
feveral days to the purpofe on that account. Liufnarburg, or Nyakopperberg, contains - 
copper ore, formerly very rich, but at prefent very poor ; it is grey, azure, and yellow ;.. 
the mine yields, alfo, galena, blend, white, violet, coloured, and green fpar; fchoerl, Cs 
fibrous, ftarry, and cryftallized in many different fhapes 5 potter's ftone, &c. _Hellofers : 
“has many mines of filver, which have bcen worked for a long time, but at prefent are 
cnearly exhaufted, -yielding very little; of minerals: galena, in fteely grains, in {mall - 
“cubes, and micacious ; yellow copper ore, blend ; arfenical pyrites, folid, and cryftalliz- 
_edin needles ; martial pyrites; calcareous fpar; rock pebbles, red, brown, and black. . 
-From Hellefors to Saxan is one mile, thence to Onfbytta another. This ftage is precifely 
at the foot of mount Perfberg, which is full of veins of iron. ore: by vifiting thefe 
rnines you may procure folid black iron ore, in fmall and large grains ; martial pyrites, 
“granulated, cryttallized in o@aedra cubical, and in polygons in drufes ; leafy ore, of bil 
‘muth; amianthus; potter’s ftone; fchocrl, fibrous,.in fpar, flarry, cryftallized,and 
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prifuatic ; rock garnet; garnet in drufés; fteatites ; flarry aibeitoss calcareous ftone, 
folid, and in grains ; calcareous fpar; quartz; drufes of quartz; mica; and rock peb- 
bles, in feveral varieties. From Onfhytta you proceed to Philipfad?, atown a mile dif- 
tant: provided you have time to {pare you may vifit feveral interefting fpots in the 
neighbourhood. Longban/bitta, two miles diftant, contains a rich iron mine, the great. 
eft part of which is in hematites: here many curious minerals are found, blue hema- 
tites in folid grains, fteely grains, fparkling, micacious, and lamellated in leaves ; black 
iron ore of fine grain, fibrous, and cryftallized in o€taedra; martial pyrites granulated, 
cryftallized in drufes; {parry ftalftein of very rich quality ; manganefe, white, globular, 
and {larry within; calcareous fpar; ferruginous gypfum, white and fparkling; drufes of 
fpar, calcareous, in pyramidal cryftals, irregular, capillaryin thin hairs; red and brown jaf- 
per, fometimes with fmall veins of iron ore: it takes a beautiful polith; rock garnet 
drufes of garnets cry{tallized; calcareous {choerle in ftars of large rays; green and yel- 
low ferpentine ; ophites of ferpentine, and calcareous ftone; mountain leather; moun« 
tain cork, and amianthus. From Philipftadt to Normarck, is two miles: this isa moun- 
tain full of very ancient iron mines, but does not abound in minerals: the iron ore is 
black, in finall and large grains; cryftallized in thin drufes; galena in {mall cubes ; 

_ calcareous fpar which doubles the object, and cryftallized in double pyramids ; joined 
to each other at their bafe; mountain leather; mountain cork; fchoerle, fibrous, and 
flarry. Taberg is another mountain which contains iron mines, and is a great league 
diftant from Normarck ; it is famous for the quautity of amianthus it yields: here you 
may obtain iron ore, more or lefs granulated and teflilated ; blend with large thinin, 
fides; martial pyrites, granulated, and cryftallized in cubes; calcareous fpar; micaci- 
ous and leaty {teatites ; brown mica; amianthus, grey, hard, almoft cold, coarfe, white, 
of a finer quality, lamellated in fine fibres, and blended with calcareous {par ; {choerle, 
in fibrous ears ; fometimes fine fpecimens of amianthus are found ; iron ores, pyrites, 
and mica, united with calcareous fpar; fo that here a very handfome collection may be 
made. 

You return to Philipftadt, and on the road may examine the iron mine, Agegrufvan, 
which adjoins the road: you find here black iron ore, granulated and folid ; {choerle in 
friable grains, and cryftallized in prifms ; mountain cork, fometimes fprinkled with gar- 
ners; calcareous {par of feveral colours. In the weftern part of this province, away 
from the road, are the copper mines of G/afva and Gunar/hog, at prefent abandoned. 

From Arboga you proceed to Kong/eur,a {mall town, or borough, pleafantly fituated 
at the extremity of lake Meler; we arrived there at eight o’clock in the evening, and 
notwithftanding the precaution we took, of fending before for horfes, we had to wait for 
“them till two o’dlock ‘in ‘the morning, owing‘to’tne ‘Ili wilt ot ‘tne polt-mditer : ‘iucn te- 
lays are very frequent in the evening, on account of the poft-mafters being defirous of en- 
gaging you to fleep at their houfes, and the dread to which the country people are liable of 
driving by night. At timesit has occurred that, with the fix horfes we required for our car- 
riage, fix poftillions came, and-at others only one. In Scania and in Bleking, they are 
more refolute. On the evening of our arrival there happened to be an aflemblyat the very 
houfe at which we flopped. -Our drefs appearing, doubtlefs, ftrange to them, the whole 
company came in files, of three or four ata time, into our chamber, to take a view of the 
foreigners. After this ceremony, which ferved to amufe us, and exhibited the whole of 
the beauties of the neighbourhood, (unfortunately but few,) we fignified our defire of 
participating in an entertainment fo much at hand; our requelt was readily granted, 
and from all the company we received the greatelt civilities ; at fupper-time, but for our 
pertinacious refiftance to the challenges made us, we fhould have been unabie to conti- 
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nue our journey ; unfortunately, it fo happened that none out of the whole number un. 
derftood any other than the Swedifh language ; figns were, confequently, of much fer- 
vice to us; this inconvenience excepted, we paffed the fix hours we ftayed in the moit 
agreeable manner imaginable, and imbibed a very favourable idea of Swedith hofpitality. 

At Torfhalla, you fee from the bridge a number of fmall cataraéts, which havea very 
fine effect. Between Malmby and Lageftrok, the caftle of Gripfholm is fituated, of 
which a defcription at length fhall be given. Near to Gripfholm is O%er, a cannon 
foundry, and near to Torfhalla E/eelfiuna, of which, alfo, more fhall be faid in another 
place: paft which nothing more is met with worthy attention, before you reach Stock- 
holm, : 


Cuap. ih Arrival at Stockholm. — General Account of that City. — The Court of 
Sweden. — The Royal Ca/tle. — Play-Houfes. 


The entrance into Stockholm by no means announces a capital: we arrived by the 
fouthern fuburbs. The city, properly fpeaking, is very fmall, and fituated in an ifland 
at the point of junction of the fea and Jake Meler: the fouthern and northern fuburbs 
are very large, fince from the north to the fouth gate is half a mile, but parts of the 
ftreets are either without houfes, or covered with fuch as have only a ground floor, 
which is the caufe why Stockholm, notwithftanding the great fpace it occupies, does not 
certainly contain more than 75,000 inhabitants: part of the houfes are of wood ; fome 
in the f{uburbs wear the appearance of wretched cottages. Queen-ftrect, and Regeney- 
ftreet, in the northern fuburbs, are the handiomeft, and belt inhabited of the whole 
plain: in the fouthern fuburbs fome merchants refide, but not a fingle man of rank. 
‘The north {quare will make a very good appearance when the bridge in contemplation is 
finifhed, and in cafe of their changing the front oppofite the caftle. The cpera and the 


palace form the two other fides, and are very handfome buildings. 


Few cities in Europe are fo badly paved as Stockholm, which is the more difagreeable 
from the royal garden being the only promenade witnin the city; and on account of 
that being damp and unhealthy, except in the height of fummer, you have no other 
place for walking, ; 

The fituation of Stockholm is fingular, and highly piturefque, and is comparable to 


. that of no other city ; as it affords, from many fpots, moft charming points of view, in 


which you fee a mixture of fteeples, houfes, rocks, trees, lakes, and the caftle, which is 
diflinguifhed from every quarter, and has a moft admirable cect. ‘This capita!, as we 
have before obferved, is built by the fea, and lake Meler: the locks on the fouth (which 
are a very handfoine work) dividing them. a ae 

The port is handfome, fpacious, and fafe, but difficult of accefs; it frequently takes 
feveral days to get to fea, or to arrive thence at Stockholm, onaccount of the courfe to ~ 


’ be taken between numberlefs banks, to effect whichy particular winds are requilite 


The quays are of aftonifhing breadth. : . 

Peilice. Vhe city is but badly lighted ; the police is tolerably good; a confequence 
rather of the tranquil nature of the inhabitants, than any care that is taken. In the 
winter of 1792, fome difagreeable occurrences took place, on the part of Ruffians it is 
true; but fome time elapfed before means were difcovered of flopping thefe diforders, 
the exiflence of which, likewife, the police had fome difficulty in crediting, notwith- 
flanding they were repeated often enough to put the matter out of queftion : frequently 
it imputes excefles that may be committed, to Hquor, and this is the firft inflance we 

: : have 
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‘have met with of fuch an excufe being admitted by the police; it muft indeed ‘be al-’ 
lowed that thofe who admit this plea are often drunk themfelves. ; a 
Society here is dull; it is limited to tea parties at five o’clock : the ladies have their 
fet days ; and at feven o’clock ail doors are clofed, thofe of merchants alone excepted, 
who are yet accuftomed to give fuppers, and from whom an invitation to dine is an en- 
tertainment for the day. Through the whole of winter, we never but once fupped with 
a Swede, (the Grand Mafter Bonde :) fometimes dinners are given, but very rarely ; the 
minifters alone keep an eftablifhment, properly fpeaking, and even the greater part of © 
thefe do not really fo. The minifter for forcign affairs, alone, gives regularly a dinner 
once a week, at which the diplomacy meet for conference, and to which ftrangers are 
conftantly invited. The difcontent of the nobility, a part of whom has retired to their 
» diftin&t provinces, has greatly contributed to the diminution of the company found in 
this city. Society (that is to fay, of perfons liable to inyitation on days of ceremony) 
is ‘fo {carce, that it does not exceed one hundred and fifty perfons ; whereas it amounts 
to two hundred and fifty at Copenhagen ; and at Berlin, to two hundred and twenty or 
thirty. ‘ oe ; 

‘The foreign minifters had a club in the north-fquare, called La Sccieté, where ftran-. 
gers and perfons well known in Stockholm were admitted. Here you read the papers, 
might play (but only at round games,) and dine and fup at an ordinary at a fixed price, 
always fure of meeting with good company. We are uninformed whether or not this’ 
fociety continues to exift; fhould it not, we pity the foreigners who may vifit Stock-. 
holm, as this formed the chief, and frequently the only refource for them throughout 
great part of the day. ve ; 

The inns are miferable; a ftranger, incafe of remaining here any time, cannot abfolutely 
difpenfe with hiring furnifhed lodgings; for three rix-dollars a week, you obtain tolerably 
comfortable apartments, and at a lefs rate in cafe of taking them by the month. Very 

- “little wood is required to heat the rooms, the ftoves being of an excellent conftruétion. - 
_ Good laquais de louage, as well here as elfewhere, are very rare, particularly fuch as fpeak 
‘French. You may hire glafs coaches at two rix-dollars and a half per day, or at from - 
50 to 5 per month, which indeed is the only way to be fecure of having fuch as are de- 
cent, for generally they are both old and incommodious. You pay three copper-dollars 
for aride from one fpot to another, in a hackney-coach, a plotte for the firit hour, and 
four copper-dollars for each fucceeding one; but hackney coaches are not to be fouad 
cat all times. ar? ; 
Society, which ought naturally to be gay, particularly that of women of a certain clafs, 
-is ferious and dull. Thefe ladies affect to give themfelves airs, expect to be treated in’ 
.the fame manner as ladies of the court, and are fond of your kifling their hand. It may 
eafily be conceived how greatly this aflumption of dignity, in every refpect fo ridiculous, * 
mutt affect the pleafantry of fociety. , a 
Although we have extolled the natura] probity of the Swedes, we do not pretend in 
this character to include the cities, particularly the capital. That bears a perfect re- 
- femblance to other cities of the firft rank: every thing is very dear; here as elfewhere 
are robbers, adventurers, and fharpers; in one word, it is as corrupt as a city can be. 
that is filled with inhabitants of all nations. “4 : : 
The Court of Sweden. . Prefentations at court take place every fortnight on Sundays, 
at the inftant of the King leaving his apartment: which is ufually about feven o’clock, 
The etiquette of this court much refembles that of the court of Verfailles formerly, and 
in many things is abfolutely the fame.. The King is always preceded by his grand 
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officers; he walks round the company, embraces the wives of the fenators, and {peaks 
to every one without diftinétion ; but longeft to the minifters and foreigners ; on our 
very firft introdudtion, he converfed with us on the French revolution, and without 
hefitation alluded to that of Sweden in 1772, and the factions in his own country. 
Converfation ended, you fet down to play ; the game is a fort of loto, at which every 
one ftakes two and a half rix-dollars in ‘paper, neither gold nor filver being feen at the 
table: the Queen only has a feparate table, at which he plays at cards; the Prince 
Royal is by the fide of the table, ftanding, the fame as at the levee, and retires as foon, 
as the game is done. Afterwards you go to fupper, at which every thing is condu@ed 
the fame as was at the French court; each Princefs has her officers behind’ her: the 
Gentleman Carver cuts for all, and hands the plates: a balifter of wood feparates a 
third of the apartment : here the public is allowed to be: the ladies of the fenators have 
ftools to fet on, which is the only feats to be feen.. When the King is defirous of fpeak- 
ing to any one, he addrefles him by name, and difmifles him by a nod of the head. 
Supper concludes between ten and eleven o’clock. Strangers that have already been 
prefented, place themfelves by the diplomatic corps; it is cuftomary to remain to the 
end. ; 
‘The Queen embraces the wives of the fenators upon their ftooping to kifs her hand; 
foreign ladies kifs the hands of the Queen and the Princefles*. We were prefented to 
the Queen immediately after having been introduced to the King ; as for the Princes 
and Princeffes you attend on their day, and are prefented to them in their apartments. 

The following is an anecdote but little known. Charles XII. wrote from Bender for 
an exact account of the ceremonial of the court of Louis XIV., which was fent to him. 
A fugitive ruined prince, who breathed nothing but war, to require the etiquette of a 
court the moft brilliant in Europe; what a fingularity! - ‘ 

Even before you go to the King, you vifit and are prefented to the Prince Royal; he 
always fpeaks to foreigners, and makes the circuit of his apartment in the fame manner 
as the King.. On Thurfdays, the Prince dines in public at one o’clock, at which time 
you pay your court; we never met with any ladies on thefe occafions. His mode of 
conduct is the counterpart of that of his Majefty : the minifters are conftantly with him, 
although they appear before his Majefty but once within a fortnight; they vifit the Prince 
three times in that fpace, which is fomewhat fingular.. He is dreft in the Swedifh man- 
ner, without a cloak, his hair cut clofe round, and without powder. ‘The countenance 
of this young Prince is interefting, and befpeaks a weak {tate of health, notwith{tanding 
he is very well; he is extremely forward confidering his years, and highly engaging. 
His hours of ftudy are exaétly regulated ; every day he has eight or ten perfons to dine 
with him, and every thing about him is in the fimpleft ftile. ‘The Prince never dines 
with his Father unlefs when in the country ; he is reftrained from this privilege until he 
aflumes the fword, which he will do fhortly ; this however did’ not prevent his father 
(on his journey to Aix la‘Chapelle in 1791,) from declaring him regent, and upon our 
noticing this to his Majelty, he replied, “ Guftavus Adolphus took a town before he was 
invefted with the {word.” This required no anfwer. 


* Some years ago, the lady of the Imperial Ambaffador refufed to fubmit to this ceremony, and expofed 
hericlf to a difagreeable affair at the Exchange ball. Without entering into the merits of ber motive, 
whether good or bad, it is our opinion, that he aéts moft prudent who follows the cuftoms of the country 
he is in, and that all are particularly bound not to draw on themfelves in public, any odium by an untoward 


difpofition, Be that aa it may, from that period the Ambafladors from the Emperor no longer prefent 
theit ladies at court, : 
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We have obferved that the Prince dines on Thurfdays in public; he takes a circle 





round ihe recom both before and after dinner. We faw one day a Dalecarlian who 
liad placed kimfelf behind every ane; the young Prince perceiving and recognizing 
him on eccount of his characeri 


iftic dreis, macé way through the crowd, and coming 
enverfed with him for fome minutes. As foon as he 
} affected by fuch a mark of condefcenfion, fall back 
he window and fhed t3 on this occafion we inadercflection, which every 
one has done a thoufand times before, of how little it cofis princes to be beloved, how 
much the flighte.t kindnefs in them is valued, and confequently how guilty, or ill ad- 
vifed they mult be, where they fail of procuring for themfelvesa pleafure fo gratifying 
and fo ealy, as the bleflings of the loweft clafs of their fubjects. Guftavus III. enjoys 
this happinels, and his fon follows his fteps: he cannot have a better guide; too young 
as yet to calculate upon the advantage of being cherifhed by his people, a day perhaps 
may come, when he will perceive the value of their affe€tion for him. He is called to 
reign over a free people, and will learn from his father not to fuffer this liberty. to en- 
creafe at the expence of his own ; like him will he unite courage with prudence, and that 
proportion of policy neceffary to a throne, raifed within thefe few years on the wreck of 
ariltocracy, and we dare to prognoflicate he will flourifh; befides he will have the ad- 
vantage of having ftudied under an excellent malter, and thus be enabled to fix that 
_irrefolution of the mind natural in a matter of fuch ferious confequence, 

That this article was written before the King’s death, will be evident; we were far 
from imagining that fuch an atrocious ‘crime would fo fhortly deprive the Prince Royal 
of a fupport and counfellor fo neceflary for him: what was yet far more difficult for us 
to forefee, was that fuch an abominable ation would meet with its defenders. 

Suppers of the Court. ‘Vhe King gives a fupper at leaft twice, and frequently three 
times a week ; Gn opera nights in the opera chainber ; the other days at the caftle or 
Haga. Foreigners admitted to his company are conftantly invited, The King is feated 
between two ladies moft commonly at one end of the table. At Haga you do not'wear 
a fword, but muft always be either full dreffed, or in uniform, the fame as in the city. 
In the fummer time, a part of which the King fpends at Haga, he invites foreigners like- 
wife to dine with him, which invitation is generally for the whole day. In order to be 
entitled to dine with His Majelty, it is requifite for a Swede that he fhould at leaft be a 
Lieutenant-Colonel, The King indeed, fometimes admits young people to this honour, 
who are not of fuch high rank, but this is efteemed a fpecial favour. As for the King’s 
fuppers they are without ceremony, even when the royal family is prefent, which is fre- 
quently the cafe at the opera; the Queen and Princeffes feating themfelves at the middle 
of the table without diftinGion. You are waited upon by pages, the principal ones at 
the King’s table are officers, and bear as fuch a diftinétive mark, (a handkerchief tied 
round the arm,) as is the cafe with the chief page of the Duchefs of Sudermania, and 
the King’s fitter. 

The two Princeffes each give a fupper once a week, at which foreigners, who have 
been once adinitted, require no invitation: they play at guinze; there is allo a loto, at 

. which you may game very low, if fo difpofed. 

‘Vhe education of the pages is much neglected, at the King’s table they wait on every 
one, thofe who are officers only excepted, who wait on none but the Princes. Thefe 
latrer have none of their own. = . 

You take your leave feverally of all the court, conduéted by the minifter of your 
nation. 
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Firft audience of foreign minifters.—During our ftay at Stockhalm, a new envoy from 
Praffia had his firft audience of the King and royal family ; the foliowing is a defcription 
of the ceremony. A carriage belonging to the court, in which was the matter of the 
ceremonies, went to bring the minifter from his hétel at about half-paft feven at night 5 
the minifter got in ; befide him fat the minifter from Holland, and in. front the mafter 
of the ceremonies. Ina following carriage was the Charged’ Affaires of Pruffia. Upon 
his introduétion into the great dining-room, where there was a large company collected, 
it was announced that the King was ready to receive the credentials of the new minif- 
ter; upon this the doors of the audience chamber, which adjoined, were opened. T he 
King had his hat on; he was feated on an. arm chair of crimfon cloth, the back of 
which was ornamented with the arms of Sweden, carved in wood and gilt; he was ad- 
dreffed in French, and an{wered in the fame language with inexpreflible grace and dig- 
nity : he had five or fix of the principal officers of his court about him. Upon the mi- 
nifter from Pruffia leaving the prefence, he was afterwards conducted fucceflively to the 
Prince Royal and the other Princes and Princefles. We followed him to the young 
Prince, who made his fpeech with all the noblenefs of manner and confidence that a 
fovereign the moft accuftomed to ‘thefe forms could poflibly fhew; we were the only 
{peétators upon the occafion. ‘The minifter was re-condutted to his hotel in the fame 
manner, and in the fame carriage, which, by a pleafant chance, has preferved the 
name of a Dutch minifter of whom it was purchafed, and is known by no other appel- 
lation. : 

The coaches of ambafladors and fenators only enter the court of the caftle, which is 
very inconvenient for others, the open piazzas under which you walk not fheltering you 
from the wind. : 

The royal caftle is fituated within the city proper, on an eminence, fo that it is vifible, 
from every quarter, and formsa {triking obje@. It is not large, but its architeCture is 
good, andit is altogether one of the prettieft modern palaces in exiftence. Le Voyageur 
Hollandais aflerts, that it is larger than that of Copenhagen, but not fo handfome nor fo 
elegantly furnithed ; precifely the reverfe is the truth, It is built of brick, cafed, the 
roof a PItalienne, was begun by Charles XJ., and entirely finifhed by the late King; it 
forms almoft a perfect {quare. . The interior court is two hundred and fixty feet by twa 
hundred and twenty-four, and has feventeen windows by fifteen ; it is four flories high, 
three of which are lofty and one low. ‘The entrance court is femicircular; the front 
has twenty-three windows in a row; ten Doric columns, joining the wall, fupport an 
equal number of Ionic coryatides, and above them are ten {mall Corinthian pillars, which 
reach the top of the building. ‘The fouth fide, or that of the theatre, has fix large Co- 
rinthian pillars half immerged, crowned with trophies, twenty-one windows, and as well 
as the oppofite fide, is three hundred and twenty-eight feet long. The fourth fide, 
which fronts the fea, has twenty three windows, and is three hundred and Gixty-four 
feet long ; is fix ftories high, three of which are lofty, and three fmall in the wings 
alone. "The corps de /egis, which is of nine windows, is but of four ftories, three of 
which are lofty, one low, with three arcades in the inidft, To the corps de logis there 
are Compofite pillars, and at each window of the firft flory two {mail Ionian pillars. 
‘Yo the principal corps de /ngis in the court are nine arcades, the pillars of the Corinthim 
order, and two fmail columns to the windows, the famie as in front; the polite fide 
isthe fame.’ The breadth of the building at the corps de dgis of the principal entrance, 
and at two others, is 52 fect; at the two remaining, an arch ferves as a gateway. The 
depth of the building on the fide of the declivity is but forty-two feet ; at the extremities 
of this flope are two large lious in bronze. Before one of the fronts of the caflle is a 


RE2. fmall 





396 FORTIA’S TRAVELS IN SWEDEN. 


fmall terraced court, of two hundred and fixty feet, from one pavilion-to the other, by 
one hundred and thirty-eight ; this ought to bea garden: it has handfome marble ba- 
Iiflcrs as well on the quay (or lower) as on the’oppofite or-higher fide. The pavilions 
to one ftory have nine windows infide and as many un the quay ;~ the lower part of the 
pavilions was intended for an orangery, but is appropriated to other ufes; it is in ar- 
cades. é ; ; 
The chapel is very handfome, and well ornamented; it is one hundred and twenty- 
five feet by forty-two, with a gallery all round; the ftaircafe leading to it is of marble. 
The ftairs are moftly very handfome ; the flabs of ftone of which the flights are formed 
(fome of them marble) are very beautiful. 

The chamber of the fates is oppofite to the chapel, and is precifely of the fame dimen. - 
fions ; it is ninety-five feet from the door to the throne, which is thirty feet diftant from 
the extremity of the room. ‘The throne is‘afcended by eight fteps, owing to the rows 


"of feats with which the chamber is furnifhed, being raifed one above the other, as in an 


amphitheatre, from the entrance. The nobility occupy the right of the King, the clergy, 
burgeffes, and peafantry the oppofite fide: it is entirely furrounded by a gallery with 
feats; this apartment is both elegant and noble. _ Adjoining is that in which,the orders 
of knighthood meet, which is furcceedéd by the two chambers in whith: thé fenate for. 
merly aflembled. In the former of thefe three rooms are four pictures in tapeftry, 
which reprefent the battles of Charles XL, given to that monarch by Lewis XIV. 

The King’s apartments. The apartment in which the King has his couchée in the 
evening is compofed of. a* grand fquare faloon, adorned with pillars of wood gilt, on 
which are two ftatues. Apollo and Venus Callypigi; the face of. the latter is that of 
Countefs Heepken: thefe ftatuesare of the natural fize in marble, and were fculptured 
by Sergell. They front each other, with their backs towards looking-glaffes. To this 
fucceeds a large faloon, the furniture of which. is of French velvet; this is an elegant 
apartment, contains a number of plates of glafs, and fix bufts of the reigning ‘family by 
Sergell, From this faloon you enter a fmall-clofet, which ferves as a paffage into the. 
gallery; in it isa bafon of marble, fupported by three feet of a couchant lion, a very 
ancient piece, and three antique ftatues, Pifcennius Niger, Juno, and a‘young man with 
a {wan holding a ferpent in its beak; the gallery contains a number of fine paintings. 
Two children by Rubens. The Judgment of Paris by Coypel. Venus and Adonis by 
Le Moine, which with the preceding make a pair ; both are beautiful, and do honour to 
the French fchool. ‘The four Evangelifts in the fame picture, by Vandyke or Valentin, 
very fine. The Virgin by Giordani, the colouring rather too high. " Sigifmond on 
horfeback, by Rubens, exquifite. It was bought at an inn by Mr. de Teffin for a ducat. 
A dead partridge, a finifhed performance of Hondeceter. Venus afd Adonis, by Van- 
dyke, appears as if the painter had had fome other intention on beginning the picce. 
Adonis has very much the appearance of Jefus dead, and being carried to the fepulchre ; 
the head of Venus refembles that of the Magdalen by Le Brun. A number of very 
pleafing Flemith pieces; fome by Wouvermans. St. Jerome by Vandyke ; this painting 
had received confiderable damage, whiclr has been repaired. Ulyfles and. Ajax per- 
fuading Achilles to take up the caufe of the Greeks; a very fine painting, by Laireff. 
A philofopher with g book in his hand, a precious jewel of Rembrandt ; in this is given 
a moft beautiful effect of light. Mercury, faid to be by Rubens, bought at the cuftom- 
houfe at Antwerp. A fine piece of gamefters playing, of the fchool of Vandyke ; it is 
faid to be a reprefentation of the family of CharlesI. A butcher ripping up an ox, by 
Teniers, a fabje& which he has frequently treated. A likenefs of De Witt, the grand 
penfionary, a very handfome painting, attributed to Vandyke. * The family of Rubens, 
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by Vandyke. Some birds extremely well executed, by Vanachi, 1664. An old woman, 
by Rembrandt. Mercury and Argus, by Simon de Pefaro. Mutius Scevola, by, Pouf- 
fin; itis a pity this little pi@ture fhould have fuffered fo much injury. Sufannah, by 
Rubens, on wood. The birth of Ericthonius, a tketch of Rubens. The Virgin, by 
Vouet ; an engraving has been made from this. Two beautiful landfcapes, by Betghen. 
A Virgin, attributed to Holbein. A child, faid to be by Titian, fomewhat damaged. 
Give unto Cafar, &c., a fine painting by Lanfranc; the colour in fome places is faded ; 
the heads in it are beautiful. Befides thefe, this gallery contains thirteen antique 
marble ftatues; but that incomparably the moft valuable is Endymion, in the middle of 
the room. ‘This is a piece of exquifite beauty, and worthy of being matched with the 
moft celebrated pieces of antiquity. He is in a lying pofture ; one leg and one arm 
have undergone repair, which might indeed have been better done. The King bought, 
this fuperb jewel at Rome in 1784, for the trifling fum of 2000 ducats. Undoubtedly 
the Pope would never have confented to its removal from Rome, had it net been for 
this Prince. The nine Mufes, bought likewife at Rome with three other. pieces for 
3000 ducats, on account of the King; although the whole nine be not of equal merit, 
or in the moft beautiful antique flyle, they are not the lefs valuable fer the itudy ofthe 
art, each poflefiing fome fine touches, particularly for the inftruétion of the natives of 
the country, who are deftitute of a fingle Greek or even Roman antique without the _ 
palace of His Majefty. The drapery is the belt executed part of thefe ftatues. Poly - 
hymnia and Terpfichore are fuperb. Euterpe, Erato, Clio, and Urania, handfome . 
pieces. Melpomene and Thalia, but ordinary. Calliope is the worft of the whole. 
‘Chere are other paintings, which certain journali(ts have highly extolled, particularly 
the three Graces, and the nuptials of Amphitrite, attributed to Rubens: thefe we have 
not noticed, from our conceiving them to be only of the {chool of that mafter, forming 
our opinion upon that of certain connoiffeurs as much attached to their country as men 
can be, and as well inclined to publith whatever might juftly tend to its glory. “There is 
an Apollo playing on the lute, which for a length of time was taken fora woman, the 
head being loft ; this (tatue has been engraven as fuch by Cavacippi. The Pope finding 
a flatue in an entire ftate with fimilar attributes, the error occafioned by his difguite in 
woman’s apparel was made evident. An ancient Prieftefs, A Fawn couchant, a fmall 
flatue by Sergell; the body is extremely beautiful ; itis perhaps the mafter-piece of that 
famous {culptor.—Leaving the gallery you emer a clofet, which ferves as a paflave + 
here are two Fawns carrying wine budgets, with a woman holding a goblet.—Succeeds 
a parlour, containing aaumber of paintings. ‘he gratitude of Achillesto the daugh- 
ter of Nicomedes, a pretty piece, attributed to Wanderwerff. The prefentation at the: 
‘Pemple, by Tiepolo the younger. ‘Lhe birth of Chrift, as a companion, by the fame 
hand. ‘The triumph of Amphitrite, faid to be by Rubens, but more traly by Diepenbeck, 
his pupil (this is the painting we have previouily noticed), A Madona, attributed to 
Corregio. ‘fhe confpiracy of Zitka, after the manner and certainly from the fchool of 
Rembrandt. “A portrait of Cromwell, very handfome, and in good prefervation.. A: 
head, the wife of the Pariefan. A head of Chrift, by Aisert Durer ; in which the red 
predominates too much — Silenus, by Rubens, with an epifode of rather a loofe deferip. 
tion, has grcatly fuffered ; it is engraved, and is to be found in many collections. Be- 
fides thefe, there are a number of other paintings. Some flatues and fome bufts.are to. 
be feen. Silenus drunk, a fmall ftatue. Achilles when a child, which has undergone 
repair. ‘T'wo fmall antique Mufes. Columns of marble in:fhape of the trunks of trees, 
two dog’s tongues in marble, a fluted pillar, with a bafket fora capital, ‘Two hyppo- 
guiffias, A {mall antique goat, well executed. A large cornucopia feulptured, ending. 
S with. 
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with a boar’s head’; this is placed over different pieces of antique feulpture, which form 
a very pleafing whole. Two blocks of granitella, on one of which is depofited an ura, 
or rather a vale, on which children and birds are feulptured, by a nice hand; on the 
other is a piece of porphyry, formed into the fhape of atub. In another apartment is 
the portrait of Charles IL, by Pandyke. Four beautiful heads, by Nogari. Chrilt being 
crowned with thorns, a large painting, taken from a church, the author of which is 
unknown ; it is minutely beautiful. An urn with compartments, fupported by four 
Kon’s feet. An antique marble feat. A large urn; on the cover a young lion is feen 
devouring a bull. ‘'wo {mall baths, with hermaphrodites. A {mail flatue of Paris, 
with one knee on the ground before the apple. A large modern vafe of granite, un- 
fortunately broken. A handfome antique vafe, with ears to it, of very elegant fhape 
and well preferved. Befides thefe, you find on the tables or mantle-pieces of thefe 
apartments, vafes, bufls, and bronzes, either antique or copies.—In another apartment 
are a number of large dithes of earthenware, known. by the appellation of Raphael 
ware; of it there is a great colleétion; vafes of Swedifh porphyry, of an elegant form 
and fine workmanthip: fome butts, and a fmall ftatue of the god Pan. The whole of 
this fuite of apartments is fuperb; at the end is a tolerably large dining-room, which, 
however, does not correfpond with the reft. On the fide is a {mall theatre, where for- 
merly plays in French were aéted; at prefent it ferves as an occafional mufic room. 
We heard a woman fing here, who muft needs be fixty years of age, fince fhe fang at 
the confecration of His Majefty’s father in 17515 notwith{tanding this her manner of 
finging was excellent, and much fuperior to that of the fingers of the opera of the pre- 
fent time. . 

From the firft fquare faloon which we have previoufly noticed, you pafs through a 
narrow paflage to the King’s bed-chamber, in which is the buft of Madame de Brionne; 
this chamber has a communication with a {mall apar:ment, ornamented with the portraits 
of the Kings and Queens of France, done with a pen; the portrait of a lady in black, 
and that of the Baron d’Armfeldt, in a warrior’s drefs, by Vertmuller, a Swede, member 
of the Royal Academy of France. You afterwards afcend, by a very narrow ftaircafe, 
toa fmall room between the two Aoors, the ornaments of which are perfectly beautiful ; 
the defigns by Ma/rellier : it contains a number of bronze figures from the antique, 
prettily di(tributed in little niches: from this room you pafs into a chamber which the 
King calls his divan ; it is extremely fmall, and decorated very richly in the Turkith 
ftyle ; it is lighted by two lamps of much talte, fepported by tripods from three to four 
feet high. When lighted, this divan is beautiful. As we entered thefe apartments we 
left our fwords. : 

The fecond ftory confiits of a number of rooms; in one of them the King holds his 
levée, the cafe commonly every other day from eleven to twelve. The apartment has 
a grand and {maller entrance, and every thing here is regulated upon the fyilem of the 
court of Verfuilles. Afterwards follows a very long gallery, in which the court affem- 
bles on Sunday evening every fortnight, and next the card-room; the grand gallery 
communicates with the Queen’s apartments; from the anti-chamber, through which 
you enter to the levee, and in which their Majefties dine in public, you pais into the 
council-chamber ; this contains a number of paintings; one of fize, a very hne piece, 
by Laireffe, reprefenting the dete@tion of Achilles. ‘The four fathers of the church, in 
one beautiful piece, by Rubens. Suzannah and the eld. rs, by.the fame, very natural, 
fine, and well preferved. The family of Darius at the feet of Alexander, by Trevijani, 
one of his beft works. The portraits of Goftavus Vafa, of Charles XH-, and a beauti- 
One Ot ifiinn. by Beck, A pult of Guitavus Adolphus, and the Prince Royal, 
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by Sergell, about whom a child on foot encircles a garland. A bronze buft of Charles 
XIL, by Bouchardon the younger. This apartment was to be enlarged; the defigns for 
the purpofe, proje@ted by Ma/rellier, were thewn to us. It isto be connected with the 
neighbouring chamber, that contains a painting by Gagzerot, which reprefents the Pope 
accompanying the King to the Mufeum. 
It is in contemplation to eftablith a Royal Mufeeum, which is to hold all the collec. 
tions made by the celebrated Nicodemus Teffin, to whom are owing the handfomett build. 
ings in Stockholm; by his fon Charles Guftavus, of equal celebrity as a connoiffeur of 
the arts and ftatefman ; by Queen Louifa Ulrica, the worthy filter of the great Frederic ; 
and by Guftaves ILI., the firft King who travelled to promote the arts, which formed 
his chief deight. In this Mufzeum is to be depofited the whole of the antique fpecimens 
collected by them, than which, out of Italy, it would be difficult to produce a more 
precious collection, The Endymion, Apollo, Minerva, and the nine Mules, will form 
its chief beauties in fculpture. . It is to contain paintings; drawings by great matters, 
of which there are thirteen enormous volumes; engravings, moitly proofs; the beft 
works on the arts; Etrufcan vafes, bronzes, medals, and ancient. and modern coins, the 
number of which amounts to twenty thoufand, the union of three valuable collections, 
&e. 
From this prefpeétus one can but form a favourable idea of the intended Mufeum. 
Mr. de Fredenheim, whom we fhall fhortly mention, is occupied with this eftablifhment, 
as intendant of all the King’s colle¢tions in the department of the arts. ‘This appoint- 

* ment does him honour, and will certainly not be blamed by thofe who, like us, have the 
happinefs of knowing him. 

Theatres. They have four theatres. The grand opera in the Swedifh language, at 
which there are performances on Mondays, and occafionally on Thurfdays; the ators 
are pretty good; Mr. Kg/en is the firlt finger, who is of impofing appearance, and 
plays in a noble ftyle; notwithftanding which one {till feels there is fomewhat in his 
manner to look for, Madame Muller is poffeffed of great talents, but withal has a 
Danifh accent, in our opinion, very difagreeable: her hufband is an excellent violin 
player. ‘Phe dancing part, managed by a Frenchman, is very tolerable. Mademoifelle 
Batii (who, however, we believe has fince left them) was the firft dancer; fhe perform. 
ed at Paris fome ycars back. The dreffes are extremely rich, and propriety of coftume 
molt critically adhered to; as for fcenery, they may in this article vie with the moft ele- 
gant theatres; .and in point of machinery, the moft difficult {peCtator has nothing to 
condemn. Within five montis, that is to fay, in courfe of two or three-and-twenty 
nights’ reprefentations, we were prefent at’ nine different operas, three of which na- 
tional. Gu/tavus Vafa in particular is extremely curious; the fcenery of the firft ac, 
which reprefents the court of Chriftiern, is exquifitely beautiful. The fubdject is, for 
the natives of the country, of a very interefting nature, and is compofed by him the beft 
qualified to appreciate the great qualities of this Prince*. The mufic of the piece by 
Naumann, is frequently very fine; of the merit of the compofition we were unable to 
judge, but were told that the verfes were excellent. In the opera of Eletra, likewile, 
there is a beautiful fcene; one of a new defcription, and extremely rich in Thetis and 


* The King has framed the fkeleton of feveral operas and many Swedifh pieces; he is extremely partial 
tothe tage, ts well acquainted with it, and an excellent judge particulariy of French pieces; often is he 
the only perfon who feels and applauds certain paffayes ; much of the delicate ftrokes of a language cfeaping 
thofe who even fpeak it fluently, uniefs it be fundamentally acquired ; but the King underftands the French 
language equally well with the befi-informed Freachman, (This article we have left exactly as it was ori- 
giually compofed.) 

Peleus, 
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Peleus, a very old opera, the mufic of which is but indifferent, notwithftanding the pro- 
duction of an Italian, but remarkable on account of its being rehearfed on the evening 
of the memorable day on which the revolution took place in 1772, at which rehearfal 
the King weg prefent till eleven in the evening, evincing the greateft tranquillity, and 
-apparently intent on nothing but the opera, fo much fo, in fhort, that many perfons who 
had heard a rumour of it, could not be perfuaded it would take place on the morrow. 

For the chief feats at the opera you pay thirty-two fkillings. Provided you have no 
feat in the boxes, it is ufual to fit in the pit; but a foreigner of any notoriety eafily ob- 
tains a place either in the box of the minifter of his nation, or in fome other. In the 
winter on thofe days on which. there are performances, the King fups at the opera, with 

_ a great company, and thofe ftrangers admitted to his fociety, are con{tantly invited. He 
has referved for his own ufe a very elegant apartment there, in which is a painting by 
Deprés, (an artift of whom we fhall fpeak as we proceed :) it reprefents the Emperor 
_Jofeph and the King of Sweden in the church of St. Peter, at Rome, with the Pope of- 
ficiating. A number of figures are very {triking likenefles. 

The theatre is handfome, and the coup d’ceil it affords very pleafing; the ftage is 
large. This building forms one of the fides of the north-fquare, and has a very fine ef- 
feet. . The palace of the Princefs Sophia Albertina, the only one who has apartments 
without the palace, is oppofite, and in architecture perfeétly correfponds. The capitals 
of the columns of the front are of iron, founded by 4/plund. . In the veltibule are to 
be columns of granite, now polifhing near the north-bridge. ; 

The French theatre is only comparable to one of our provincial flages ; but fora 
Frenchman it muft be pleafing to meet with performances of his nation, in the very bo-~ 
fom of the north. M*** was fora long time the principal actor at this theatre, and it 
was imagined that the unmeafured bounty of the King would have induced him to re- 
main,‘ but M*** has demonftrated, that fenfe and confiderable talents can be united to 
acorrupt heart, and the fouleft ingratitude. His behaviour towards the King, and the 
manner in which he left Sweden (to pace the boards of the fifth play-houfe in Paris,) 
would have difgraced any one but himfelf. ‘They plgy on Wednefdays and Fridays at 
the French theatre. On the other days of the week, in the fame houfe which is built 
of wood, is very mean, and very inconvenient * ; the company of national actors per 
form ; this company was lately compofed under the aufpices of His Majefty, and has al- 
ready arrived at a fingular degree of perfection, the fhortnefs of the time confidered ; 
the King interefts himfelf greatly in the improvement of the aétors, to which circum- 
ftance the {peed of their progrefs is to be attributed. Coftume is always rigidly attended 
to among them, and their drefles are very good. They perform both tragedy and co- 
medy. For the chief places at them, as well as the French performarices, you pay 
twenty-four fkillings. ‘The latter company, fince the death of the King, has been dif+ 
miffed. : 

The fourth theatre may be compared to that of our boulevards, as well for the place 
itfelf, as the company which refort to it; at this they play trifling pieces and comic 
operas. A 

ih fummer they only a& once ina fortnight, as almoft every body at this feafon is in 
the country ; this is but a flender privation. 

During carnival a mafqued ball is given every Friday, at leaft this was the cafe during 
our refidence there; the price of a ticket of admiffion is twenty-four fkillings. You 
cannot enter the theatre unlefs in a mafk or domino, but may go into the upper boxes, 


* It was deflroyed in 1792. 
whence 
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whence you enjoy every thing, that is to fay, plenty of duft, and fcents; thefe are not 
reforted to by good company. The King never miffed a mafked ball: although foon 
diftinguifhed, he was friendly to the licence afforded under a mafk, and was not difpleaf- 
ed when direéted on himfelf. ni, 

The wardrobe of the opera is immenfe. In no theatre are the actors, dancers, &c. 
better dreffed; nay many of the charaéters, habited in ferge at Paris, are drefled in 
filk here. ‘The orcheftra is compofed of more than forty muficians, who play tolerably 
well; without including thefe, there are nearly two hundred perfons attached to the 

‘theatre as actors, chorus-fingers, dancers, &c. ‘The corps de ballet alone, is compofed 
of ninety performers, who all appear when neceflary. ‘This play-houfe occupies, almoft 
continually, ninety tailors. ; 7 

This was the ftate of the theatres in 17gt. We cannot anfwer for changes which 
may fince then have happened, and have no doubt that many will have taken place fince © 
the death of Guftavus Ill. ; views of ceconomy (certainly very wifely conceived) will have 
induced the Regent to diminith expences, regarded as futile and ill-placed by the parti- 
zans of the prefent government, willing, upon all occafions, to condemn what was in- 
ftituted by the laft. They cannot imagine that the fums of money, employed in fup- 
porting feveral theatres, are as wifely expended as upon miftreffes ; yet muft it be al- 
lowed, that by the firft method of fquandering more people receive advantage than by 
the latter. : 

The Abbé Vogler, in general, leads the band at the opera; he*poffeffes a great por- 
tion of talent ; is an excellent mufician, but excentrically original, nay even to charla- 
tanifm. To give an idea: We were prefent at a concert, (abfolutely given by himfelf,) 
on the organ of the German chapel; among other things announced was, The people's 
love for a patriot King, which he pretended to exprefs on the organ. . 

The following are the exact dimenfions of the opera : ‘ i 

It was erected between 1776 and 1782. It is a fquare building, two hundted and 
ten Swedith feet in length, by one hundred and fifty in width, and fifty-feven high. Its ¢ 
front is with columns and pilaftres of the Corinthian order. The theatre is in the mid- 
dle of the building, and on each fide are apartments. It is in the thape of a truncated 
ellipfis, the greatelt diameter or length of which is fifty-fix feet, the {maller diameter, 
which makes the breadth, being forty-eight ; there are four rows of boxes, each row 
confifting of twenty-one; the flage is eighty-two feet deep, and as many broad, 

On each fide of the theatre is an apartment for the King, one for the direCtor, one 
for the manager, two tiring rooms, and twenty-four clofets for the a€tors; a painter’s 
room, a carpenter’s, two coffee-rooms, and a tavern. 

This theatre, with all its appendages, coft building 180,000 crowns banco *, (nearly 
a million French,) the machinery, the furniture of the King’s apartments, and the {ce- 
nery of the firlt opera, included. 

In 1792 the building of a new play-houfe was begun, to replace the French opera, 
the deftruétion of which has had a good effect for the profpeét of the fquare before the 
caftle, The new theatre is to be in the ancient arfenal, near St. James’s. 


* 40,0001. fterling. 
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Cuap. IV.—State of the Arts and’ Sciences.—Academies.—King’s Library —Cavinets 
of Naturel Hiftory.—Cabinet of Models.—Gymnefia.—Public Schools. —Academy of 
Painting. —Patriotie Society. 





It cannot be diffembled that the number of learned Swedes is very inconfiderable s 
people read but little in general in Sweden, and are at very little pains for information 5 
the nobility efpecially may be looked upon as ignorant; the clergy there, as almoft 
every where, are the beft informed ;~ yet in this clafs few are confpicuous. ‘The late 
King, however, left the {ciences in a far more improved ftate than that in which he 
found them ; the academies, gymnafia, and {chools, ali felt the benefit of the enlight- 
ened taite of the fovereign. = 

The academics of Stockholm are three in number, exclufive of that of painting, 

The Academy of Sciences, founded in 1739, confilts of a hundred Swedifh members, 
and a confiderable number of foreign aflociates. Every three months it publithes its 
memoirs in the Swedifh language ; its Prefident, likewile, is nominated every quarter; 
it has no honorary, that is to fay ufelefs members, ‘a fingularity we much admire. It 
has two perpetual fecretaries ; the Cabinet of natural hiftory, and the obfervatory, of 
which we fhall fpeak prefently, belong to the academy. The only fund it receives from 
government, confifts in its exclufive privilege of felling almanacs, which produces an- 
nually about two thoufand rix-dollars: its other revenues are derived from the gene- 
rofity of a number of citizens in eafy circumftances, among which M. Sahlgren, of 
Gottenburg, ftands foremoft. A part of the library of the academy is a donation of 
M. Rojenadler ; it contains fome valuable works—a Swedifh Bible, in {mall folio, printed’ 
at Upfal, in1541, with wooden prints ; a New Teftament, in quarto, Stockholm, 1549; 
wooden prints, very rare; a New Teftament, the firft printed in Sweden, Stockholm, 
1521, very rare; this is a {mall folio, has fuffered from fire, and is not complete—the, 
Battles of Duke Charles (Charles IX.), rare, on account of its bring prohibited : the. 
whole of its firft apartment is filled wah books in the Swedith language. It is affirmed, 
that it contains all the works publifhed in that tongue, but for this we are far from 
vouching. In a fmall room adjoining, are the memoirs of different academies, fome 
voyages, works on natural hiftory, phyfics, &c. Such as treat of aftronomy are at the 
obfervatory.. 

The cabinet of natural hiftory is confided to the care of M. Sparmann, Doctor of. 
Phyfic, known by his travels in Africa, and his refearches into natural hiftory ; he has 
enriched this cabinet with a number of curious objects collected in his travels, either 
when by himfelf or with Captain Cook. ‘The cabinet is clafled according to the fyftem 
of Linneus. When any fubjeét occurs which is pofitively new, M. Sparmann ex- 
plains it at the fittings of the academy, at which the Swedifh language alone is fpoken*. 
In this collection we faw a great number of animals preferved in {pirits of wine. —The 
member of a rhinoceros.--_Mus pumilio from Africa. —An azaphibious moufe.—The 


* Weremarked before that the tranfaGtions of the academy were published in the Swedifh language. 
It is our opinion that the Swedifh language is not (ufliciently diffafed, not well enough known, even to the 
literary world, to-juilify the omiflion on the part of the academy, of publifhing them in two jauguages, or 
at leaft in‘one more generally known. Many Swedifh authors have to attribute to this circumflauce the 
{mall fale of their publications, and the little fame they acquire. If Linneus had written in his own tongue 


he would not have had lefs merit it is true, but certainly lefs celebrity. ? 
g ; foetus 
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foetus of a Hottentot.- Lacerta /putator.—The venomous lizard of Africa.—A fiying li- 
zard.—— Rana typhonia with large cars. — Rana paradoxa in its different progreflions, from 
its firft formation to its perfect Mate. —A lizard, which M. Sparmarn informed us he was 
unable to kill by piercing its heart and brain feveral times with a fharp piece of fleel; nor 
could hefucceed but by immerfing itin {pirits of wine. Lacerta Amboinenfis very rate.—A 
Foetus. —A moufe.—Several cafes of lizards and frogs.—Serpents from America, the 
Indies, and the South Sea, many of which of the moft venomous kind, with very flat 
heads. — 5/b.—Flying fifth from the Red Sea, (of Egypt) and others.—Worms of all 
fizcs, a very complete colleQion.—Scorpions.—Heads of African wild boars, with ivory 
horns, brought by M. Sparmann.—Picces of cloth made from the bark of trees from 
Otaheite and North America.—Boxes of {tones taken out of the bladder.—Animals.— 
Elephants’ teeth, —Elephants’ tails with branches of hair at the end, very rare. -—-Infects 
of Japan in copper, fo well painted and imitated as to deceive examination.—Shells, 4 
fmall colleétion, but which comprizes nothing curious.—Arms of the iflanders of the 
South Sea.—A large piece of red coral. In this fame apartment may be feen the Mu- 
feum Carlfonianum, a very valuable work ; it is the collection of birds of M. Carlfon, 
engraved and illuminated with the niceft care: many birds to be feen there were never 
drawn before. In 1791 four volumes were publifhed, each volume at ro rix-dollars. 
In another room we {aw fhoes, caps, &c. of Americans and Hottentots, Chinefe inftru- 
ments, a box of Chinefe medicines, with an explanatory book by a French miffionary ; 
arms, jewels, and ornantents of Hottentots, the inhabitants of New Zealand, and the 
South Sea. A necklace made of the legs of the red parrot, &c. The cabinet and li 
brary are in the houfe belonging to the academy in the city. ; 

The Odjfervatory. “It is at a diftance in the northern fuburbs, and placed on an in- 
confiderable eminence: M. Nicander, the aftronomer, has the direction of it. Its ho- 
rizon is of no great extent, fearcely commanding a fcope of more than a Swedifh mile, on 
account of the rocks with which the neighbourhood is furrounded. The inffruments 
are on the ground floor; they are contained in feveral apartments, are few in number, 
and none any wife notable; a fourth apartment, which is very fmall, holds a library 
analogous to the inftitution but of no great extent. Wintry nights are the beft for ob- 
fervation, the fky being feldom free from clouds at any other time; the exceflive cold 
however is an obftacle which frequently impedes the neceffary attention to obfervations, 
on account of there being no fire allowed. There arc no funds attached to the obfer- 
vatory ; it participates (as forming part of the academy) in the produce of the fale of 
almanacks ; the profeffor had not a fingle ftudent. 


gr 2 Extract 
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Extrad of the Meteorological Objervations make at Stockholm, according ta the Thermome- 
ters of Celfius and Reaumur. The. firft marks nothing at the freezing Point, and 100° 
at that of boiling Water ; that is to fay, that 5° of Celfius make 4° of Reaumur. 





The greateft Cold and Heat from 1770 to 1790*. 





























: Degrees of cold. $ of heat. 

Years.} Dates. rts sophia Dates. Dexteet af bens 
Celfius. | Reaumur. Celfius.; Reaumur. 
1770]16 March,| 23 183) g Aug.| 27 |" 212 
1771} 7 Feb. 21 163l| 7 June,} 27 213 
1772414 Feb. - | 26 2041) 30 July,} 28 222 
19731 3 Feb. 16 fy 12%} 22 July,| 29 232 
1774) 07 Jan. 23 187 lf 18 June,| 28 227 
177525 Jan. 19 T5¥} 7 Aug.| 29 23% 
1776127 Jan. 22 17i|l27 July, } gr 24é 
1777) 20 Feb. 20 , 16 128.May,| 27 2ui 
1778126 Jan. 19 “194 |}22 July, | 29 23h 
1779] 22 Jan. 10 8 l\10 Aug.}| 28 222 
178012 Jan. 19 15% 23 July, | 27° 2u 
1781] 24 Jan. 18 14% [12 Aug.| 31 24% 
1782115 Feb. 23 18% |/27 July,| 24 gt 
1783] 19 Jan. 19 154 |}30 July, | 3t 24% 
178430 Jan. 23 183|| 9 July, | 29 234 

1785127 Feb. 27 “208i 1 July,} 27 23 . 

1786] 5 March,|- 22 172 ))22 June,| 29 233 
1787]27 Jan. i 83 |) 14 June,| 25 20 
1788} 3 March,| 23 18? las July,} 29_ 231 
1789|12 Jan. 24 lot irg June,| go 24 
. 1790} 5 March,] 11 84 ll 30 July, | 23 182 
Gn 


The greateft variations of the barometer take place in the four firft and four lat 
months of the year: they are between 24° 20! and 26° 46’: the fcale of the barome- 
ter being divided into digits and hundredth parts. It. muft however be remarked that 
thefe digits are fuch as are ufed by the engineers and geometricians, and of which the 
Sweedifh foot contains ten ; workmen divide the fame foot into twelve digits. 


The 


* Note of tranflation. The fcale of Celfius is in ufe in Sweden, partly in Denmark, and in fome other 
‘countries of the north; that of Reaumur in France and many parts of the continent. As in England the 
{eale of Fahrenheit is principally in ufe, its correfpondence with that of Celfius is given below. . ; 

The freezing point of Celfius is 0°, and that of boiling water 100°; as therefore the freezing point of 
Fahrenheit is 32°, and that of boiling water 212°, making a difference of 180°; it follows that the degrees 
of Fahrenheit’s fcale will be in addition or fubtraGtion from 32°, as 180° to 100°, oras gto 5 ; upon which 
computation the fubjoined {cale is calculated. : 





-} Degrees of cold. Degrees of heat. 

















Years.| Dates. j. 2 | Dates. | ———-______ 
Celfius.) Fahrenheit. Celfius.{ Fahrenheit. 
1770]16 March,|. 23 9% below oj! g Ang.| 27 “80; 
1771) 7 Feb. 2t 55 below ol) 7 June,!} 27 80% 
1772414 Feb. 26 414 below of 30 July, | 28 82% . 
1773, 3 Feb. 16 3E° 22 July, | 29 84t 
3774] 07 Jan. 23. | g¢ belowol} 18 June,{ 28 S2i. 
1775825 Jan. 19 22 below off 7 Aug.| 29 84t 


Table 
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‘The fame obfervations made at Upfal has given the following refult.. 



























































: Degrees of cold. Degrees of héat. ” 
Years. Dates. ° Dates. 
Celfius. |] Reaumur | Fahrenheit. Celtius. | Reaumur. | fahrenheit. 

1774]17 Jao. 15° 12° 5° |) 15 June, | 28° 223° B2z° 
ion 25 Jan. 26 20% 14% below o | 7 Aug.| 314 25% 89 
1776427 Jan. | 21 16+ | 5 Zbelowo |! 8 July, | 312 25% Bop 
1777]19 Feb.| 27 * a18 |16 2 below o 28 May,| 283 225 835 
1778126 Jan. 23 182 | 9? belowo 22 July,) 31 |- 24° 874 
1799] 22 Jan. mi 113 6°}) 21 July, | 28 227 82% 
1780] 5 Feb,}| 25 20 113 belowo || 4 Aug.} 28 22% 82% 
178125 Jan. | 26% at’ lige belowo } 7 Aug.} 33 26% git 
1782415 Feb.| 27% 22 17 4 below o || 20 June, 25% 203 785 
178329 Dec,| 22 173 | 73 belowo | 20 July, } 30 24 86 
1784] 4 Jan. 25% 203 |13fbelowo || 4 June,| 28 223 822 
2nssi27 Feb.) 27 213 1163 below-o |/25 June,| 25 20 bid 
1786] 7 Jan. | 24 19} {11} below o |/22 June,| 29 234 84h 
1787427 Jan. 15 I2 5°|ir2 June, | 26 _ 20% 784) 
17884157 Dec.| 26 20* |14 4 below o |}22 June,} 30 24. 86 
rq789fi2 Jan, | 28% 227 |193 belowo |} 8 July, | 29 235 84r 
1790418 Dec.| 22} 18 8 2 below o }}30 July, 265 362 197+ 





_ > The mean height of the thermometer for the whole year at {Upfal, is nearly 4. $45 it va- 
ries between + 7, 26 and 4, 43 *. ; ; 





Academy of belles lettres, hiftory, and antiquities. From its title this academy ought to 
have full employment ; it is however far from being much occupied, if report fpeak 
true; it correfponds with our academy of infcriptions, to which it may be compared, 
with this difference only, that in our opinion we have the advantage in the number of 
good works (refpeét being had to proportion) which have been publifhed by the two 
focieties, : 






































Table—continued. 
Degrees of cold. Degrees of heat. 
Wears.) Dates. | Celfias. Fahrenheit. || Dates- | Celiius. Fahrenheit.) 
177627 Jan. 22 | 7} belowoll27 July,} 34 Bye | 
1777}20 Feb. zo |\4 belowol}28 May,| 27 Bo} 
1778126 Jan. 19 2! below o |i 22 July, | 29 84i | 
1979]22 Jan. to |14° to Aug} 28 82t 
1780]12, Jan. 19 2t below oj 23 July.; 27 So} 
1788424 Jan. 13 © below oj 12 Aug.| 32 | sri 
1782415 Feb. 23 9% below 0 |) 27 Julv 24 | rae 
1783419 Jan. 19 z' belowo |} 30 July,{ 34 | 872 
5784430 Jan. 33 92 below o|| 9 July,} 29 842 
1785]27 Feb. 27 |163 below of) 1 July,{ 27 802 
2786] 5 March,} 22 7% below oj| 22 June,| 29 842 | ' 
5787127 Jan. Tr fazt iq June,} 25 77 : 
1788] 3 March,| 23 92 below ol] 15 July,| 29 B4t 
1789]|12 Jan. 24 [111i below oj} 55 June} 30 - 86 
17908 5 March,’ rt }r2t 30 July, ! 23 73% 








* Correfponding to 9,%,°of Fahrenheit for the mean heat, and 13° and 8° for the extreme variations in 
different years. : 
The 
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The Academy of eighteen. This was founded by the late King in 1786, on the model 
of the French acadeiny : it has frequent’ meetings in the great hall of the exchange ; 
the King is generally prefent, and, notwitftanding vilible to all, is confidered to be in a 
clofe box. ‘Thefe aflemblies are badly attended, at leaft fuch was the cafe the day on 
which we were prefent, although the King was there, and it was his birth-day : a poeti- 
cal work received a crown. This academy is compofed as al! academies fhould be, not 
a member but is a man of fenfe and intelligence. 

The King’s library is at the caftle, in an angle of the fmall court which forms a tere 
race towards the river ; it is open to the public, and confitts of three galleries of tolera- 
ble length. Its fituation will doubtlefs be changed, as it is not that defigned by the 
King for this colle&tion ; it contains no more than about five hundred manuferipts, and 
twenty thoufand volumes. The moit valuable manulcripts are, Codex Evangeliorum, 
bought at Madrid in 1690, and efteemed a work of the ninth century 5 it i8 generally 
called Codex aureus, on account of the number of golden letters it contains; the leaves 
are alternately purple, with gold letters, and whire 3 the capital letters are all of them 
black. ‘This maautcript was bought by Sparwenfeld, 2 Swede, who travelled by order 
of Charles XI.: he journied as far as Africa in fearch of monuments which might elu. 
cidate the hiftory of the Goths and Vandals. ‘Two other very curjous manufcripts of 
which we fhall fpeak at large at the clofe of this article. Of the books the moft valua- 
ble are, the Vulgate ufed by Luther; the margin and every part which could be writ. 
ten on, covered with notes in his own hand writing ; it was printed at Lyons in rsa, 
and taken at Wittenberg. he firft edition of Homer, printed at Florence in 1488, 
in good prefervation, the margin moft beautiful on paper. Speculum humane falvationis, 
with figures in wood, printed on one fide only. Cicero de officiis, on vellum, 1466- 
Mentz, by Fuft and Scheeffer, The fourth volume of the Atlantica of Rudbeck, as 
far as page two hundred and ten, the reft wanting, 17023 this volume is exceflively 
rare; the work being burnt inthe printer’s hands; at moft there are but three copies 
of it extant (prefently we will give a differtation on this work), Liferi Polygamia tri- 
umphatrix, printed at Lundin 1682, and publicly burnt at Stockholm. 

By the fide of the library is a fmall chamber, in which are thirteen large volumes in 
folio, containing original drawings of different {chools, clafled ; the moit ancient are of 
the fchool of Florence, by Giotto, born in 1276; of that of Sienna, the adoration of 
the Kings, in bitre, a capital defign of Balthazar de Sienna; of that of Bologna, of 
Francis Francia; of the {chools of different cities of Ttaly, of Francis Morazzone in the 
fixteenth century ; of the Genoefe fchools, the Neapolitan, and Spanifh, of Luca Can- 
gig, born in 1327; of the Flemith, German, and Datch {chools, of Albert Durer in 
raze, and Lucas of Leyden in 14943 0f the French fchool, of Vouet, born in 1 522. 
Of the Roman {chool are twenty-fix pieces by Raphael, fixteen by Giulio Romano; the 
Lombard, fix by Corregio the Bolognefe, fifty-five by Annibal Carracci, ten by Lewisy 
thirty-two by AagyPn, twenty-feven by the Guide, four by the Dominicini, thirty-fix 
by Guereino.—Oi the Venetian fchool, fixteen by Titian, five by Tintoret, and twelve 
by Paul Veronef2.-—-Of the Spanith and Neapolitan, one of Salvator Rofa, three of So- 
liméne, one of Murillo, Of the Flemith and Datch, twenty-two of Rudens, twenty-one 
of Vandvke, and ton of Tenicrs : there is none of Rembrandt's. Of the French, twenty- 
three by Le Poufin, a hundred and twenty-feven of Callot, nine of Le Sueur, twenty of 
Le Brun, feven of Le Moyne. ‘The whole colleGion confitts of three thoufand and 
twenty-five pieces. The moft ancient drawing made in Sweden, in 1631, by Philip 
Lemke, is of the number. : 
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We promifed to fpesk of two very curious mannferipts: thefe the librarian had the 
diferetion to prevent our feeing ; what we have to fay-ef thom, was communicated to 
us by the-Abbé Abertrandi, the librarian of the King of Poland, whofe knowledge of 
bibliography can leave no doubt as to the exactitude of the detail: they are both in 
Latin, 2 

The firft of thcfe manufcripts is of an extraordinary fize, fuch in (hort, that the vel- 
lum on which it is written can have been made of nothing but a's’s fin. It confitts 
of forty quires, each of four fheets ; the two leaves being of a fing!e fhect make eight 
leaves, confequently fixteen pages, and altogether fix hundred and forty. 

Nearly two leaves are wanting; the hiftory of the deluge is in the firft page. The 
order and number of the books it contains are as follows. he fingularity of the dittri- 
bution appeared to us fo extraordinary, as induces us to give the whole. ‘The Penta. 
teuch.—-Jofhua.—Judges. — Ruth. ~Ifaialt.— Jeremiah. -—F zekiel.—Daniel, the two /a/t 
chapters of which are included.—The twelve Prophets.x—The book of Job.—The four 
books of Kings.—The book of Pfalms, a different verfion to that of the Vulgate. —Pro- 
verbs.— Ecclefiafticus.—-The two Parallipomena.—The book of Efdras, which includes 
the two of the Vulgate.—Tobit.—Judeth.—Efther. —The two books of the Macca 
bees..—T'wenty books of the Hebrew Antiquities of Jofephus. This tranflation has 
many paflages which differ from that of Gelenius, and contains the celebrated paflage 
refpecting Jefus Chrift.— The wars of the Jews by the fame Jofephus; this tranflation 
exadtly correfpords with that attributed to Rufin, To this fuccceds Sandi Iidori cpif~ 
tola ad Branlionem. -~ His etimologia libri XX.—Ifagoge@ Johannicii, Johannis Alexandrini 
difcipuli tegni Galieni de phyficé ratione.—4 Evangelia.—AaaApoftolorum.—Epiftola Ja 
cobi.-—Petri due epiftola.---D. Johannis tres epiftole ; in the firft, thus runs the celebrated 
pallage * : “ Ev /piritus oft qui teftificatur quia Chriftus of veritas, quia tres funt qui teftio 
amonium dant, Spiritus, acqua, et fanguis, et tres unum funt.” —Epiftola beati Judea.— Apo» 
calypfise— Pauli epiftola ad Romanos, ad Corinthios, due ad Galatos, ad Ephafios, ad Phi» 
lippenfes, ad Theffalonianfes dua, ad Colocenfis, ad Timsthaum dua, ad Titum, ad Phile« 
monem, ad Laodicences ; it is well known this laft is apocryphal. 

At the end of this work is a confeffion in red letters on a brown ground; it fpeaks 
of an infinity of abominabie fins, without detajling the number or circumitances, other 
than the following: Peccavi in fornicatione diverfa cum animalibus multis exceptd cane. 
Afterwards follows a fuperftitious exorcifm. Cafine Pragenfis cheonica Bohemia libri 
tres:—Monaficrii Bremnowienfis, et in Bramow Martinus abbus mifit hune exdicem Pra» 
gam verfus, 1594. "Chis manufcript was doubilefs taken by the Swedes at Prague, and- 
comes trom that convent. In the calendar Sandu; Benediéhes is wr'tten in large letters, 
which gives reafor to conjecture that the convent in which it was found was ihat of St. 
Benedi&. St. Adaibert is marked in the calendar, but St. Staniflaus isnot there. ‘The 
vifitation, the commemoration of the dead, and the feftival of Corpus Chrifi, are want- 
ing. Eafter and Whitfuntide are inferted, it therefore mut be + pofterior to the eftab- 
lifhment of the moveable feaits in 1260 or 1264. It contains moreover the fignatures 
of a nunber of princcs ana-lords. ; 

The fecond manuicript is entitled : ‘* Magiftri Johannis Arderum de Stewark, de arte 
phyficali et de chirurgia, quus ego praevidtus Johaanis fervente (doubtful)-peftilentia, 
quce fuit anno domini millefimo CCCXLIiX. ufque annum Domini M. CCCCXIL mo. 








* And itis the Spirit that bears witaefs that Chri is the trath, for there are thrée which give tefti- 
mony, the fpirit ,water, and blood,far J tiie ti are one, 
f The author appears to have put poiterior for anterior. 








ram 
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rem (or moram) egi apud Newerk in comitatu Slothingui, et ibidem. quayrplures de 
infirmitatibus fubfcriptis curavi.’”. This manufcript is in vellum 3. it is rolled up,.is of 
great length, and divided into columns thus, ji Poe 


Reprefentations | Account cf their | Anatomical Account of Figures. 
of the fick complaints and | figures, &c. for difeafes. 
perfons. remedies. labours, &c. - 














"By the fide of each reprefentation of a fick perfon, the nature of the malady is def- 
cribed, with the remedy ufed. Above the reprefentations of labours, are explanatory 
notes. | 

In the number of complaints, of which he has written pretty much at large, few are 
omitted. One is mentioned, rather extraordinary for the time in which it was written, 
the following is an exaét copy of the original text: Pro morbo qui dicitur chaud piffe, 
(the adjective in the mafculine gender.) *The author thus {peaks of a cure that he 
efle&ed. Quidam miles nobilis Ducis Lancaftria apud Algezir (in Hispania), Hiftoria 
curate a Johanne Arderiam torture oris. 

Cabinet of natural biftory ; it is under the direction of M. Engeltronum, before whofe 
appointment there was none; he is a profeflor of chemiftry, and has to teac gras ftir’ ” 
pupils: at the time we were there he had but one, which tends to confirm what he 
obferved to us, that chemiftry and mineralogy, {ciences of the utmofb importance to 
Sweden, are very little regarded. ‘This cabinet when we faw it, was not yet arranged:- 
it is in the building where the mint is kept, the edifice is new, tolerably {pacious, and 
fituated at the end of the bridge, at the entrance of what is, properly {peaking, the city : 
the portal has four columns funk in the wall, without any pedeftal; they are too large for: 
the building, and fail of effect. In the fame building is the magazine of polifhed por- 
phyry and granite ; the former from the quarries of Elfdel. The council of mines alfo 
hold their fittings here. In the hall are the portraits of Charles XI. the founder, and 
of-all the prefidents of that department. In one of the antichambers are a number of 
paintings reprefenting different views of the infide of Swedifh mines: the artift has 
managed the fubjeét extremely well, and fo’ as to have a very fine effect. In order to’ 
obtain a felegt colle@tion of Swedifh minerals, you have but to addrefs yourfelf to Mr. 
Engeritroeum, if the fpecimens be fmall the price is four fkillings each, if large, fixteen_ 
fkillings, or a plotte. A thoufand fpecimens form a very handfome colleftion. « 

Cabinet of Models. "This is adjoining the church of Ridderholm, in the former palace 
of the King, a place which now ferves for a court of juftice. This cabinet confifts of a 
fpacious hall, in which are ranged the models of various inventions, of greater or lefs 
antiquity, and of improvements to different previous difcoveries: among the ceconomi- 
cal models, you fee mills, machines for fowing grain, threfhing, cutting ftraw, &c. 
‘There are hydraulic engines, furnaces ufed in the mines, plans of the manner the pumps * 
are aéted upon, and the mineral drawn up. Models of light-houfes for the fecurity of 
navigation. An/arm chair, in which you may readily wheel yourfelf about. A ma- 
chine which points out the range of a fhot or bomb when fired from gun or mortar, 
and many others too tedious to enumerate, but which merit obfervation. Many pieces 
are the invention of the famous engineer Polheim, and a ftill greater number by M. 
Norberg, father of the prefent dire€tor, who has travelled a great deal in Ruffia, par- 
ticularly in Siberia, and is confidered as very well informed in’ whatever regards me- 
chanics. You pay 24 killings to the porter on admittance to the cabinet. 

Gymnafia. Gytnafia are eftablifhed in almoft all the provinces, and are general in 
the capital. _ Young people in thefe, ftudy an abridgement of the theological works: 


y 
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of Benzelius, and to learn latin, explain Virgil, Titus Livy, Quintus Curtius, and Salluft. 


“The infpe€tion of the gymnafia, and other fubsltern fchools, is the province of tlre 


bithops. The progrefs of the fcholars depends very much on the attention paid to their 
charge by thefe ecclefiaftics : proofs of which we faw. The courle of ftudy in thefe 

ppointed by Frederic the Firft in 17245 thofe perfons called profeffors in 
univerfities, are here called readers ; each gymmafium has feven or eight, they are paid 
front the corn which the King reccives aut of the tythes paid by the farmer, of which 
tythes two thirds belong to the King, the remaining third to the redtor. 

Public Schools. ach parith church has its public fchool : the Swedifh fchools are 
fubject to particular infpection, divided by diocefes, and are independent one of the 
other. The German {choo! at Stockholm is ynder the infpection of two German paf- 
tors; in thefe are taught religion, geography, the Grecian and Roman hiftory, and the 
French language. One general law regulates the whole of the Swedifh fchools with 
regard to ialtruction ; the courfe to be purfued in the education of the pupils is pre- 
fcribed, and the falary to be paid is eftablifhed, although it varies according to the de- 
feription of {chools. “Scholars are admitted at eight or nine years of age, and remain’ 
until eighteen or nineteen. ‘The young people generally go from thefe to college, and 
particularly to the univerfity of Upfal; rarely finifhing their ftudies at fchool.. The 
current charge of education is from one to two rix-dollars per quarter: families in 
eafy circumftances, inftead of paying any rate, make prefents to the profeflors or in- 
fpectors. ae es . ; 

: Academy of Painting. This was founded by Count Teffin; the dire€tor goes out 
every three years, and is nominated by the members of the academy. It has four pro-" 
feflors, each of whom aéts during his quarter, and receives, during this fervice, roo liv. , 
monthly, ‘The profeffors in 1791 were Meffrs. Mafrelier, Sergell, Guilbert, and Pafch: 
The regulations-of this academy are modelled pretty clofely after thofe of Paris; the 
diftribution of prizes is after the fame manner precifely. It is a gratuitous {chool, the 
pupils providing themfelves only with crayons and paper; the King gives 12,000 livres 
antiually to this eltablifhment ; the houfe was, left as a legacy by Mr. Meyer, the fame 
who ca{t the ftatues of Guftavus Vafa, and Guftavus Adolphus. The latter was fo 
“badly caft, that it would’ poffibly have been cheaper to have re-founded.it, fo much 
chipping did it require, “The academy has a moft beautiful collection of models from 
the antique in plaitter, prefented to Charles X1. by Lewis XIV., and part of the bas- 
reliéfs of ‘Vrajzn’s column, which were modeled entire by order of the King of France. 
During our fay, there was an exhibition of paintings; among them were eight or ten 
portraits by Brede, the chief merit of which were their refemblance. Except thele, 
“there was not'one pi@ure worthy of notice. There were many architectural pieces of 
defigns and Qudies of the pupils, and a handfome pi€ture in embroidery, repreienting a 
naval engagement, an altonifhing performance ; : 

Certain amateurs at Stockholm have founded an Academy of Majik ; for fome years 
it has faltained itfelf, which is as much as can be faid. During part of the winter 
snonths, it gives a concert once a week at the exchange hall, 

Patriotic Society. ‘Yhis was founded by individuals, and is occupied in ceconomical 
matters alone. “Lhe acting fecretary in “1791, was Mr. Fifcherftrceum; he was em- 
ployed ou a large ceconomical dictionary, three volumes of which had made their aps 
pearance. ‘The tranfactions of this fociety fill feveral volumes in 8vo. in the Swedith - 
language; the number of its members is unreftricted; the fociety augmenting it at 
pleafure. Its revenue is derived from the annual contributions of its members; each 
upon his adiniffion {pecifying the fum he can afford. - The number is pretty confider- 

VOL. Vie : 36 $ able. 


. 


410 FORTIA’S. TRAVELS IN SWEDEN. 


able, as the fociety has eftablithed a correfpondence with many provinces of thé king» 

dom. It diftributes prizes annually among hufbandmen and fervants. e 
‘We deem this a proper place for the infertion of the following differtation on the 44 

lantica of Rudbeck, a work but little known out of the fphere of the learned— . 


Ol. Rudbeckii Atlantica, Pars \—1V.—Upfalia, 167 5—1702, folio. 


Olf Rudbecks. Atland Mer Manheim etc. Olavit Rudbeckit Atlaritica five Manheim 
vera Japheti pofterorum fedes ac patria, ex qua non tantum monarchz et reges ad totum 
feré orbem reliquum regendum ac domandum ftirpefque fuas in eo condendas, fed etiam 
Scythz, Barbarl, Afe, Gigantes, Gothi, Phryges, ‘Trojani, Amazones, Thraces Li 
byes, Mauri, Tufci, Galli, Cimbri, Cimmerii, Saxones, Germani, Suevi Lengobar: 
di, Vandali, Heruli, Gepide, Teutones, Angli, Pictores, Dani, Sicambri_, aliique vir- 
tute clari et celebres populi olim exierunt. Upfale. excudit Henricus Curio, S. R. M. 
et Academiz: Upfal. Bibliopola. A. 1675, in-folio, pp. 891, exclufive of the dedication 
and preface in three pages. 

Olf Rudbecks. Atlands eller Manheims andra deel. &e. Olavi Rudbeckii Atlanticce 
five Maheimii pars fecunda, in qua folis lune, ac terre cultus defcribitur, omnifque adeo 
fuperftitionis hujufce origo parti Sueonié feptentrionali, terree putacimmeriorum vindi- 
catur, ex qua deinceps in orbem reliquum. divulgata eft: idque feriptorum non tantum 
domefticorum, fed etiam externorum, maximé ver6 veterum atque dostiffimarum fabu- 
larum fide, quarum explicatio genuina nufquam ante hanc noftram in lucem prodiit. 
Accedunt demonftrationes certiflime que feptentrionales noftros in maximé genuinum 
folis ac lunze motum, indéque pendentem accuratiffimam temporum: rationem, multd 
et priis et feliciis, quam gentem aliam ullam olim penetraffe, ac etiam alia multa ad 
hanc ufque diem incognita declarant. Upfale excudit Henricus curio S. R. M. et Acad, 
Upfal. Bibliopola. anno 1689, in folio, pp. 672, without the preliminary matter. 

Olf Rudbecks. Atlands eller Manheims tridie Deel &c. Olavii Rudbeckii Atlanticee feu 
Manheimii pars tertia, in qua vetuftiflima majorum noftrorum Atlantidum lapidibus, fago 
atque cortici Runas fuas incidendi ratio, una cum tempore-quo illa primum coeperit. 
exponitur. Deinde aurei numeri fingulis annis tributi, et fignorum cceleftium, qua 
hinc ad Greecos et Latinos {unt tranflata, vera origo ac fignificatio traditur. Tum fex 
ill a diluvio Noachi proxime: zetates, atque in illis prima Atlantidum noftrorum reipub- 
licae forma defcribuntur ; qu tmigrationes et bella fub Boreo feu Saturno ejufque filio 
‘Thoro feu Jove gefta funt recenfentur: et denique Scytharum, Phoenicum, et Amazo- 
num hic ducibus in Indo.—Scythiam et Phoeniciam feu Paleftinam a Sueonia facts ex- 
peditiones enarrantur. Quibus omnibus Mythologiz per plures, quarum fenfus in hunc 
ufque diem incognitus heic demum deleCtus prodit, jucundz: fanze et perquam utiles ad- 
junguntur. 

“ Photius ex oratione Diogenis in quemdam Cappadocem : non venit Scytha telo vectus 
per Iftrum aut Tanaim, fed in univerfam terram et mare.” : 

Upfalz, Typis et impenfis autoris. Anno MDCXCVIIL (1698) in folio, pp. 762 
exclufive of preliminary matter. : 3 

Olf Rudbecks Atlands eller Manheims, ferde del. Olavi Rudbeckii Atlantic feu 
Maheimii, pars quarta, (Upfale typis et impenfis autoris, 1702,) iz folio, pp. 210. 

Johan. Molleri ad Sueciam litteratam Js Schefferi Hypomnemata, page 415. Bibliotheca 
biftorica Struvio-Buderiana 2d book, page 1602. Lenglet du Fre/ny, catalogue des princi- 
paux hifforiens, methode, &c. Paris 1735, in quarto, tom. 4, pp, 285. Niceron, me- 
moires, tom. 31, p- 159. S.J. Baumgarten’s Nachrichten von Merkviir digen Buchern, 
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» Band, Ualle, 1752, in Svs. pp. 98. Jo Vogt, catal. libror. varior, p. 589. Job. lbre. 
differt. duo de caufs raritatis librorum, Upfal, 1743, in gio page 19, 20+ Dan. Gerdes 
Florilegium libror. varior. Groninga, 1747, in Byo. p. 313. Biblioth. Uffenbach. univerf. 
libri 2, pp. 478. Bibliotheca Seleétiffima, (Jo. Theod. de Schoenberg) AmM{t. 1743, in 8vo. 
liber. 1. p..88. lib. 2, p. 584. Biblioth. Breitenavinna Lubeca, 1747, in 4to book 2, p. #7 
Catal. biblioth. Voogiana. Drefden, 1755, in 8vo. p. 465 and 597. Biblioth. dd. Rud 
Solger, p. 1. Norimb. 1760, in 8vo. p. 130. Catal. libyor. Comitis Caroli Ehrenpreus 
. Holm, 1761, in 8vo. p. rr. 

I have aétually before me two copies of the fir? book of the Atlantica of Rudbeck, 
one of which is dated 1675, the other 1679, in vain have I turned over the leaves from, 
beginning to end; I have been unabl to diftinguith any difference except that at the 
bottom of the title page of the copy dated 1679, the following is printed : Editio fecun- 
da, multis in locis emendata et avita. Accedunt judicia et variorum doctorum infigni- 
um: in every thing-elfe the two copies perfeétly refemble, correfponding with each 
other, page by page, and line by line, as well in the Swedifh language, as in the Latin 
verfion ; nor is there any addition, correétions, or opinions of learned men. It may, 
therefore, be the cafe as afferted by Struve, and after him by Vogt, that nothing but the 
title page has been renewed, firft in 1679, and afterwards in 1684. I have not, indeed, 
hitherto feen any copy bearing the latter date, but, on the other hand, I have feen one 
in which the year of its being printed was entirely omitted. Poflibly thefe copies might 
have been intended particularly for foreign countries. : 

However that may be, for certainly it was in contemplation in fome part of Germanyy 
to reprint the ir volume. ‘This impreflion, however, is unknown in Sweden, where 
I was unable to ferret out any more than a fingle copy. It was in the poffeffion of Mr. 
Baumgarten; who informed me that it contained the Latin verfion only, and that efpecial 
care had been taken to indicate in the margin, the pages of the original edition. 

The dedication at the head of this volume is addrefled to Olaus Verilius, a celebrated 
antiquary, and particular friend of the author. Rudbeck in this explains the motives 
which induced him to undertake this work, and annex a Latin verfion, the labour of 
which, he allows, was participated by one of his friends. In Joach F. Felleri, Otium 
Hanoverianum, Lips. 1718, 8vo. p. 146.3 the illuftrious Leibnitz is ftated to have faid, 
“¢ Rudbeckius cuvabat per Schefferum {ua omnia verti latiné, non enim libenter hac lingua 
fcribebat, Germanica libentius.”? I know not from whom Leibnitz received this anecdote, 
but it appears to me a bold charge; for however poorly informed on fubjects of litera. 

_ ture, itis known to the mereft novice, that Rudbeck and Verelius were far from beingon 
friendly terms with Scheffer : moreover, fhould Scheffer have acceded to the requelt of 
Rudbeck, totranflate his Atlantica into Latin, itwould have beenimpoffible he could have 
given more than the firft volume, as he died the 26th April, 1679. On my part I fhould 
more willingly credit with the famous Eric Benzelius, that Profeflor Andrew Norcopenfis, 
fince known by the name of Noordenbielm, was the tranflator at leatt of the firft volume, 
the fucceeding one being-attributable to another friend of Rudbeck’s, that is to fay, 
Peter Salan, mentioned by M. Celfius, Hiftor. biblioth, Upfal, p. 116. : 

Bayle and Tentzel have given extraéts from this volume ; the former in the Nouvelles 
dela Republique de Lettres, Jan. et Feb. 1685 ; the latter in Monalt. unterredungen, Feb. 
and March, 1690. . 

I ought not to omit that feveral geographical and chronological charts belong to this 
volume, with feveral engravings from, wood. As both one and the other are of much 
Jarger fize than the book, they are bound up by themfelves, and form @ /eparate 
wolume, ; : 
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The fecond book of the Atlantica Wag ptiblifhed'iti 1689. ‘The dedication to Charles 
XI, and the preface fill feven pages; at the end of the book four pages are referved 
for the emendata, as well of the firft as the fecond volume. The table of contents for 
the two volumes fills thirty-fix cyphered pages. ~ ; ; 

It is commonly at the beginning of the fecond volume, that the opinions of different 
learned men on this work of Rudbeck are collected. In the copy in my poffeflion it fills 
thirty-eight pages, fifteen of them in fmall type, in double columns: at the head is a 
fort of preface, figned H. Z. that is to fay, Heitrig,-an officer in the guards, afterwards 
ennobled under the name of Riddarftiern, a-man well verfed in the hiftory and antiqui- 
ties of Sweden. . V P. Salani nota ad Egilli et Afinundi hiftriam. Upfal, 1693, in gto. 

- 160. j : : 
v This collection was alfo printed feparately, at Frankfort, in folio, in 1692, ander the 
following title: ‘ Judicia et teftimonia illuftrium atque clariffimorum virorum de ‘cele- 
berrimi Sueonis Olavi Rudbeckii (Senioris) medicine profefforis Upfalenfis Atlantic’,, 
alii{que incomparabilis ingenii Rudbeckiani monumentis. Recufa Francoforti juxta ex» 
emplar Upfalenfe, anno MDCXCIH.” (1692.) *. ; 

As the advertifement to the printer, at the head of this colleétion, contains fome lite. 
rary particularities, I fhall copy the whole of it; it is conceived in the following-terms >; 

é © Admonitiuncula typographica ad le€terom benevolum. : 

ATLANTICZ RUDBECKIAN& tomus 1, edi€tus eft Upfalz, anno 1679, in folio 
Suedicé et Latiné, und cum peculiari volumine tabularum geographicarum, aliorumque 
curiofe antiquitatis monumentorum, Tomus 2 lucem vidit itidem Upfala, anno 1689, in 
folio, infertis figurarum tabulis in ipfo operis contextu. Que hic fequunturjudicia de labore 
herculeo, ATLANTIC RES LITUTZ aliifque clariffimiRudbeckii meritis in rempub- 
licam literariam collatio, per amicum quemdam veritatis in gratiam antiquarit Adorphii et. 
aliorum quorumdam nobiliflimi Rudbeckiani nominis oforum atque obtreCtatorum, Upfa- 
ke Sueonum publicata funt. Prima vice anno 1681, duabus chartis, in folio. Poftea femel 
iterumque novo cum auétorio et claffe alia teftimoniorum de folertifimi Rudbeckii ine: 
genio atque laboribus anatomicis, botanicis, phyficis, mathematicis, edita funt ibidem non 
modo feperatino, fed et in fronte tomi fecundi ipfius Atlantica. ‘Tandem elapfo integro 
decennio multo auétiora nunc prodeunt, et oculis benevolis lectoris fubjecta vel confenfum 
ejufdem defiderant in exornandis magni Rudbeckii meritiffiniis elogiis, vel correGtionem 
expetant dogtam atque candidam, fi forté uno vel alio loco pre magna eftimatione ia 
tam longinquo incertz atque fallacis antiquitatis itinere aberraverint auctoris oculi, Vale 
mi leer, et vitam valetudinem que longam Rudbeckio noftro precare, ut reliquos Atlany 
ticze tomos atque fupendi operis botanicl magna volumina, qua multis jam annis fub 
manibus ejus fudaverunt, felici aufpicio in publica orbis erudizi commoda edere poflit 
antequam pedem cymbz  Charontis intulerit nunquam nos poftea revifurus elyfius ille 
Atlas hyperboreorum, &c. Makelos Reipublice: litteraria ornamentum.”? 

Extraéts from the fecond volume of the Atlantica, are to be feen in Tentzel.. Mo. 
nalt. Unterred. May and July, 1690. and in L’Hiftoire des ouvrage des favans par Bal 
nage, Dec. 1690. Theoph. Sincerus, otherwife J. G. Schwindelius, reviewed the two firft 
volumes. Vochente. Nachrichten von alten und raren Bueberm 1747, in. quarto, p. 78, 
and following. 

The third volume of the Atlantica was not publifhed before 1698 ;- it was dedicated 

to Charles XII. The dedication, table of contents, and preface, take up thirty-four 

pages. ‘The authors of Nova liter, Maris Balthici, fummarily point out the contents in 

their journal of the month of December, 1698, and in the Nachrichten von eae tire, 
: igerm ° 
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digern Buchern, of 8. J. Baumgarten, book, ii. p. 318, and following pages, is founda 
fufficiently ample and impartial extra@ of thefe three volumes, one 

The fourth volume of the work of Rudbeck has no diftinguifhing title : it was fet to. 
prefs in the author’s own printing-houfe, but fearcely was the third fheet of the fecond 
alphabet completed, before the printing office and all its contents were confumed, ow- 
ing to a fire, which deftroyed.aconfiderable part of the city of Upfal, in the month of 
May, 17¢2. Not only were all the remaining copies of the third volume (of which but 
very few had been delivered) burnt in this conflagration, but alfo the different fheets 
already ftruck off of the fourth volume, together with the manufcript of the author. Of 
the fheets printed, three or four copies were faved according to fome, according to 
others, fives. V. Hamb. Beytraege, 1741. p. 458. One is preferved in the King’s li- 
brary, another in that of Count Ehrenpreus, and this copy, which I frequently had oppor- 
tunities of feeing, was fold in 1761,at an exorbitant price, to Mr. Rofenadler, Counfel- 
lor of the Chancery. ; : 

The.curious, in order’ te render this work as complete as poffible, caufe it, to be co- 
pied in manulcript. Mr. Jobn Thierri de Schoenberg, a Saxon gentleman, poffeled a 
manufcript copy of this work ; in the Biblioth. Selectiffima, Amft. 1743, in 8vo. book ii, 
p- 5%4, this part of the Atlantica is improperly ftated to be inedita et preco-parata. Amo. 
ther manufcript copy of the fame fourth book is quoted in the Catalog. biblioth. Woogiane, 
p. 597. Mr. Boze moreover fhortly before his death had farther a copy fent him from 


Stockholm, to my knowledge. ; 

Rudbeck in the two firft chapters of this fourth volume, treats de confen/u facri codicis 
et Scriptorum profanorum in rebus ultima antiquitatis ; in the third chapter he treats of 
matters relative to the 1800th year of the world; and in the fourth, which however is 
not complete, de iis gue Nachori Tarachi atque Manni et que proximé Sequebatur etate 
ad A. M. 1900, illuftriora habentur. He has added to this a chronological and geo. 
graphical illuftration of the fyftem he endeavours to eftablith. 

As the Atlantica of Rudbeck was difficult to be met with, and very expenfive, a 
bookfeller of Rotterdam, named Hofhout, conceived the defign of publithing a new edi. 
tion of the Latin alone, fo reducing to two volumes, the three of which he had an 
knowledge, being utterly a ftranger to the fourth. The profpedctus he’publithed for the 
annunciation of: his intention, was as follows: “ Sciagraphia Atlantice five Manheimii 
Olavi Rudbeckii ~ Duo volumina, in folio, cum tabulis varii generis, et Aiguris innumeris anti« 

_ quitatcm tum Suevicam tum Gothicam pectamtibus. Ut et conditiones que elegantioris huma- 
nitatis cultoribus propenantur et ad quas de novo in publicum prodibit—Rotterdam, &¥c. 1726, 
in gto. pp. 12. In the France literaire of the Berlin edition, 1757, in 8vo. p. 131, 
this profpedtus is attributed to M. Cartier de St. Philip, who probably had engaged to fu- 
perintend the edition, and correé the proo's. ‘This project was not carried into ex~ 


ecution. 

Of the fourth volume it has feveral times been in contemplation to give a new edition. - 
The firft perfon who projeéted this was the author’s own fon, as may be feen in the 
Ata liter. Suecizz 1°20, p.-s7, and bya letter of the celebrated Wolfius, of Hamburg, 
written the 14th October 1722, and inferted in the Thefaurus epiftolicus Lacrozianis, 
b. ii. 18¢, and following pages. It appears that DoCtor Hehbel, of Kiel, had the fame 
intention. Neither the one nor the other fucceeded any more than the printer Salvius, 
at Stockholm, who attempted the fame a frofh in 1743. Some years afterwards Mr. 
de Weftphalen, Chancellor of the court ef Holttein, Gotterp, determined on re-printing 
thefe fheets, for the purpofe of enriching one of the volumes of his grand collection, en~ - 

titled: . 
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titled: AMonumenta inedita rerum Germanicarum, &c. ; but whether he changed his mind, 
or fome other caufe prevented him, M. de Weftphalen died without fulfilling hits inten- 
tion, and the printed fheets of the fourth volume of the Atlantica are at prefent as rare 
as they were fixty years ago. . 

Many learned’ men, principally in Germany and Denmark, fuch as Prafchius, Leib- 
nitz, Tentzel, Spener, Loefcher, Keifler, Vachrer, Beyer, Dithmar, Meauller, Sperlingius, 
and others, have upbraided Rudbeck with being blinded by an ill-founded zeal for the 
glory of his country, and attributing to Sweden prerogatives and advantages of which 
it was never in poffeflion. Notwith{tanding this cenfure, many of thefe gentlemen have 
followed his {teps and profited by his labours. ‘The author of the obfervation, de incer- 
titudine biftoricd, which was inferted in the additamenta ad obfervationes Hallenfes, book ii. 
p- 156, is not more favourable to Rudbeck; and more recently, to wit, in 1745, a 
counfellor in Pomerania, of the name of Hoefer, formed a fimilar defign of refuting our 
antiquary, and fpecially demonftrating in a publication, that all which the learned Swede 
alleges in favour of his own country, is only fuitable to the- provinces in the north of 
‘Germany, along the fhores of the Baltic. Iam ignorant whether this book, advertifed 
in our literary news as ready for the prefs, has ever come to light; but I am perfuaded 
that if it fhould have been publifhed, it will in no degree have injured the work of Rud- 
beck. . ‘The celebrated Sperlingius has gone {till farther, and, on account of the Atlan. 
tica, has nearly been prompted to condemn the whole Swedifh nation, as may be feen 
by reference to fome of his letters to Gib. Cuper, printed in the fourth volume of Jo. 
Poleni Thefaurus novus antiquitatum, Venet. 1737, in folio. : 

‘Two celebrated French writers have examined with more judgment and equity the 
work of Mr. Rudbeck. The firft, Mr. Freret,a member of the Royal Academy of In- 
{criptions and Belles Lettres, fays : “« It muft be allowed that Rudbeck frequently goes too 

_far through an ambition of rendering his country illuttrious; neverthelefs, not all his 
conjeétures are on this account undeferving ; fome of them are certainly ingenious, and 
fome far from improbable.” See the.‘Tranfaétions of the Academy alluded to, 
book ix.p. 340, of the Amfterdam edition, The fecond is the Abbé Banier; he 
thinks « that few will follow the fyftem of Rudbeck ; a fyftem which after all, addeth 
he, is fo ftrongly fupported by conjecture, that notwith{tanding one may be of a different 
way of thinking from the author, one cannot yet refufe him the honour of having em- 
sployed the moft profound erudition for the purpofe of glorifying his country.” This 
opinion is given in les Melanges d’ Hiftoire &@ de-Literature, by Mr. de Vigneul Marville, 
book iii. p. 5, and following pages; Paris edition,1725, i 2mo. * and I attribute it not 
to Vigneul Marville, or as that author was properly called, D. Bonnaventure d’ Argonne, 
but to the Abbé Banier, on account of the third volume of Jes Melanges being almoft 
wholly written by that learned man, according to the Abbé d’Artigny, Nouveaux Me- 
moires d’Hiftoire, &c. book i. p. 312. 

I fhall not repeat the praife which the Atlantica of Rudbeck has acquired in Sweden ; 
let it fuffice ta obferve, that our moft modern hiftorians have given it attention. Bieur- 
ner is of opinion’: cuivis diligenti et frugi antiquario omnind convenire diurnd nofturndque 
-verfare mani incomparabilis hujus viri Atlanticam. My. Wilde, a competent judge, 
efteemed it highly, notwithftanding he differed from him occafionally, particularly with 
yefpect to ancient geography. M. Dalin, even although he varies ftill more than 
Mr, Wilde in opinion from Rudbeck, and notwith{tanding he follows a fyftem of chro- 
nology perfectly oppofite, yet allows that he throws great light on different points of hil- 
tory in the early ages, and that none can read the Atlantica without admiration of the 
profound genius of the author, his prodigious learning, and keen penetration, 

Olaus 
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Olaus Rudbeck, the father, Dogtor and Profeffor of phyfic in the univerfity of Upfal, — 
born at Wefferos in 1630, died at Upfalthe 7th September 1702. His funeral ora- 
tion was read by John Etberg, Profeffor of theology, and printed in 1703, in gto. It 
is to be feen in Chrijt, Nettelbladt. Memoria virorum ia Suecia eruditiffimorum rediviva 
Semi-decas, 1V. Roitock, 1731, ih 8vo., p. 161-208. Father Niceron has made ufe 
of it in giving the life of our Rudbeck, Memvires, book xxxi. 153. and following 
pages. Being a foreigner, Father Niceron has committed fome errors, which require 
rectification. ; 

Fifty-orie years after the death of Rudbeck, a fmall medal was ftruck in honor of 
him, on one fide of which was a profile of that learned man, encircled with this infcrip- 
tion: Olaus Rudbeck Pater. Prof. Upfal.; and on the other, the conftellation of the 
lefler bear, with thefe words: Tot Fulgent Luminain Uno. On the exergue is written, . 
VIVO DECR. HONORES REDDITI A® MDCCLIIL. AB. EXITY. LI. 

This article, relating to one of the rareft works that has appeared in Sweden, and de-- 
figned for the library of the late Mr. Clement, under the head of 


RUDBECK, (Olaus,). the father, 


was compofed by Mr. Charles Guftavus de Varmholtz, Aulic Counfellor of His Majelty 
the King of Sweden, the greateft bibliographer that ever was in Sweden; he died the 
38th March 1785. It has never till now appeared in print; and the underfigned, who - 
is in poffeffion: of the original memoir, has the honour to prefent this copy to Mefirs. 
B..... and F.,..., on their travelsin the North, knowing them to be curious re- 
fpecting rare editions. Stockholm, 18th June 1791. 

; (Signed.) Cuarizs Gy@rwe tt, librarian to His Majefty. 


N.B. It is plain that the article of Mr. de Bure, in his Bibliography, No. 5578, is: 
not correct, any more than that of Cailleau in,his Bibliographical DiGtionary, p. 522,- 
book ii, 
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Mr. LUDEKE,, paftor of the German chapel, is a very learned man; he refided a 
length of time at Conftantinople, and has gathered fome valuable information refpecting 
Turkey: he has publifhed feveral works in the Swedifh and German languages, and 
poffefles fome valuable books. Orationes dominice, Orationes ferme centum: Berolino. 
(Berlin.) Compofed and publithed by the poffeffor’s great uncle. Biblia Malabarica, 
‘Tranquebar : the firft part 1723, the fecond 1727; the interior title is Biba Damulica. 
The New Teftament, printed alfo at Tranquebar in 1715, although of the fame fize as 
the Bible, and in the Malabar language, the characters are of a larger type than thofe 
of the Bible; the whole forms three volumes in 4to. The firft edition of the New 
Teftament in the Finnith tongue, in 4to. Stockholm, 1548. Bible Francaife, in folio; . 
Stockholm, 1642. A fine manufcript of the A/coran on vellum, with the various read- 
ingsin the margin. 

Mr. Swartz. is the dire€tor of the King’s cabinet of natural hiftory at Drotningholm : 
although very young, he has yet travelled a great deal, and has added confiderably to 
_ the knowledge of moffes, which has been his principal ftudy ; he poffeffes the moft per- 
feét collection of them in exiftence : he has pyblithed a work entitled, Nova genera et 
fpecies Plantarum, feu prodromus defcriptionum Vegetabilium, in maximam partem in- 
cognitorum, quz fub itinere 2 Occidentalem, annis 1783—87, divenit Olaff 

Swartz: 
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Swartz: M.D, Holmia, 1788. He-has fpecified more than three hundred forts of 
lichen, one hundred and thirty of which only:are defcribed by Linnzcus. A fmall num- 
ber is peculiar to Sweden, no more than five or fix. Vuipinus, akind of mols found in 
Finland: the.country people make ofe of it to poifon wolves; it is found in Sweden 
alone, and yields avery pretty green colour. Tartarcus, 2 mofs which the Englihh for. 
merly purchafed-to extraét a dye :-a manufactory thereof has been adtually eitablithed 
at Stockholm. Jupreffus, a new fpecies, found hitherto nd wheré but in Sweden, gives 
ared colour. Mr. fering, a doctor of phyfic at Norkceuping in Oftrogotuia, hes 
made a number of experiments on the colouring principles of amofs; he is fhortly to 
give. differtation on the refult of his retearches, which will be read at the Academy of 
Sciences. Already from different moffes the foilowing colours have been extracted ; 
yellow, red, and green of different fhades, brown, black, and violet. Hitherto none 
has been dif¢overed that have given blue, which appears a difficult matter to find. Mr. 
Swartz imagines, dyes among them may be found capable of vieing in brilliancy with 
cochineal ; experiments tried on filk and wool have fucceeded, but not with cotton. : 
The raugiferinus, & iflandicus probofcidens ferve for food, ‘The Laplanders eat the rv. 
giferinus boiled in water and milk; it is excellent for phthificky coughs and confump- 
tion. Mr. Swartz brought with him fromthe Weit Indies more than a thoutemd new. 
plants, the defcription of which may be feen in his work ; he met with the fame kind 
of mofs in Jamaica, that ferves as fcod for rein deer, which is rather fingular. 

Mr. Fredenheim, knight of the polar ftar, and. member of feveral academies, pofleifes 
interelling collections of manufcripts, engravings, &c. of which the following are the 
mott remarkable. Among his manufcripts, thofe of Baron d’ Adler Salvius, Swedith 
ambaffador at the treaty of Weftphalia, and afierwards fenator. tt comprizes minutes 
of his difpatches and other writings, even of feveral articles of the above-mentioned . 
treaty.of peace, and a number of memorials and original letters addrefled to himfelf or 
others by celebrated characters of paft times, fuch as the Emperor, Guftavus Adolphus, 
Queen Chriftina, the Princes of the empire, a number of learned men, and particularly’ 
Swedith generals and minifters. This collection extends from the year 1424 to 1652 
inclufive; the number of different pieces that it comprizes is two thoufand fix hundred 
and feven. The owner has caufed a table of them to be made with notes, which alone 

- fills a large folio. ‘The pieces already publifhed in the extradts given to the world re- 
lafive to this peace, are carefully noted. ‘Lhe greater part of thefe are not among his 
colleGtion; this includes even the letters which had been intercepted and decyphered. 
A fimilar fuite of manufcripts belonging to a Swedifh nobleman, who acted a great part 
on the (tage of the world between 1720 and 1727. The collection confilts of fix hun-- 
dred and feventeen pieces, moftly letters, the great part originals of Charles XH.,-Tred- 
eric ., the Queen Ulvica Elvanora, Lewis XV.,. Staniflaus of Poland, his Queen, the 
Princefs Czartorifhy, Cardinal Judice the Spanith minifter, of generals, and particularly 
Swedifh minifters; and befides the minutes of this nubleman himfelf, a table with 
notes. . : : 

_ Thefe two colleGtions form a fucceflion the more precious, from its contaiving ample 
memioirs of the two mott interefting epochs of the hiftory of Esrope and Sweden, In 
the courfe of his travels, Mr. F. employed himfel principally in fearch of hiftorical pieces 
not in print in diffrent hbraries. Many were fhewn him, which he copied; among 
others, the life of Cardinal Mazarin, in the Ricardian library at Florence. -As for tha 
library of the Vatican, he took particular gecount of all that it contained relative to the 
hiftory of Sweden, from part of the manulcripts-of Queen Chriltina. ‘The Pope had 
ce oe ha made far him from the archives. auld gave him 
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copies of nearly four hundred papal bulls, bearing relation to the political or religious 
zflairs of Sweden, the originals of which, in the revolutions of time, had been loft. 
Thefe bulls begin with the twelfth century, and end with die veiegn of John JIE Mr. 
de Fredenheim brought back with him many obfervations on the countries through 
ich he travelled, particularly Italy, in maps, plans, drawings, anc defcriptive books, 
with his own marginal notes. Dillerent other manufcript deferiptions, and views drawn 
in his prefence on the fvots, are cither framed ia his ftudy, or depofi in his port-folio. 
Among antique marbles; Hercules, Juno, Titus, Virgil. With thefe a numerous and 
{till more fele& colleétion of geographical maps; Sweden and Italy perfectly complete,, 
and many not yet printed. Amap of South America, notwithflanding it is engraved, 
yet very fearce, publifhed in 1775, in twelve large fheets, with notes fuficient for an 
entire atlas. Medals; inthe number, that-of Anthony and Cleopatra, extremely rare. 
A facceflion in bronze, of a large fize, of the’ different Emperors, in excellent preferva- 
tion, &c. Acta publica between Sweden and other powers, printed at the period on. 
which they occurred, comprizing more than forty volumes in folio, A felect library 
of fome thoufand volumes. Manufcripts on the hiftory of Sweden. Engravings, par- 
ticularly Italian. Portraits of Swedes and remarkable perfons of all countries. Portrait 
of Guflavus Adolphus, taken from life. A manulcript life of Linnzus, noted and pre- 
fented by himfelf to the father of the prefent owner, the Archbifhop of Upfal. Mr. 
de Fredenheim, during his refidence at Rome, by refearches he made, determined the 
exact extent of the Forum Romanum. He caufed a monument to be made in that 
country to the memory of his father, by Angelini the fculptor, in fine Carrara marble, 
which is placed in the cathedral at Upfal. In the piece, Religion marks the foul’s 
abode, and at the fame time points to the urn fuppofed to contain the afhes of the dead; 
below on the pedeftal is a bas relief, which reprefents the Archbifhop foftering the 
{ciences; the infcription is elegantly fimple: Carole I'rederico Menander eccl. Sucgothica 
archiepifcopo pictas filii P. nat. 1712, ob. 1786. Vis tranflation of Tacitus into ‘the 
Swedifh language is. very highly efteemed. The lady of Mr. Fredenheim cultivates 
mufic with great fuccefs; fo that his houfe may be looked upon as the rendezvous of 
the fine arts. For our part we muft add, that it is equally the court of complaifance, 
and with the utmoft fatisfadtion, here proclaim our gratitude for all the kindnefs we 
individually experienced, renewing at the fame time thofe expreflions of our regret fo 
often repeated before, at having refided fo iong in Sweden before we made his ac- 
quaintance. 7 3 

Mr. Nordin, member of the academy of eighteen, paffes for the beft-informed man. 
in Sweden, on what regards the hiftory and antiquities of his own country. He has 
compofed a work entitled, Dircélorium chronologico-diplomaticam Suecia, in two volumes. 
The earlieft diploma and other aéts, which relate to Swedifh affairs, begin in 800. 
‘Thefe are letters of the Popes, the greater part of which are alluded to by different 
authors; their names are indicated, as well as the part of their works wherein mention 
of them is made. Heisin poffeffion of many valuable manufcripts. Exemplar epifto- 
larum Chriftina ; a wor'k written by that Queen herlelf in her youth. It contains co- 
pies of letters in the Swedifh, German, Latin, and French languages, in {mall folic, 
three fourths margin.—The ecclefiaftical ftatutes of Archbithop L/lils of Lund, in 1124. 
Mention is made of this in the appendix of the laws of Scania in the Swedith language. 
—A code of laws for the whole kingdom, a manufcript of 1347 on vellum, incom- 
plete: in this the Runic Ictter #4 is found; it is in Swedifh, and never was printed, the 
clergy continually oppofing its abfolute recognition: this code was partly adopted in 
1444, and was in exiftence until 1734. Prifcianus, a Latin grammar in manufcript, in- 

VOL. VI. 2H complete. 
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complete. A manufcript of 1227, on a fheet of parchment; this is a letter of Pope 
Gregory IX., addreffed generally to the Jacobin monks, and permitting them to have 
a cemeteryfor the burial of their dead ; dated Peroufe, the 1oth of the Kalends of Fe- 
bruary, the fecond year of his pontificate ; the feal is on lead, and very well preferved ; 
it reprefents the heads of St. Peter and St. Paul, without the double keys.—Hiftory of 
Count d’U}feld, Grand-matter of the kingdom of Denmark, an anique, which has never 
been printed.— Original code of Swedifh laws made by King Chriftopher of Bavaria, 
on vellum, almoft complete.—An abridgment of the ecclefiaftical hiltory of Sweden, 
from the origin of chriftianity in the kingdom to the prefent day, compefed on account 
of the celebrated jubilee this year of 1693, by order of the moft pious and magnani- 
mous King Char'es XJ., by P. de Beaumont; in form ofa dialogue between Alitophile 


“and Romain. Such is the head of a French manuleript, the fame as was prefented to 


Charles XII., then Prince*Royal; it contains a dedication_to Charles, the hereditary 
Prince of Sweden, in large quarto, thirty-fix pages, at Upfal, the 2oth May 1693.— 
L’Hittoire de France, by the fame Beaumont, continued to 1697: the fame volume 
comprizes a fucciné& abridgment of the hiftory of Germany, which fills nearly half the 
volume; it is in guarto.—A. copy of the journal of Charles XI. from 1676 to 16973 
the original is in poffeffion of Count de Cronftedt, governor of Gefle.—Hittorical anec- 


‘ dotes: Saga, in the Swedifh language, an Iceland manulcript ; the name is Ligi/, fon 


of Skaldagrim. A marine chart in manufcript, made for Charles V. in 15403; moft 
particularly defigned for the Mediterranean fea.” The plan of the cliy of Mexico, on yel- 
lum, thefame as was prefented to Charles V. by Alfonfo de Santa Cruz. Urbs Tenuxe 
fitana isits title, which was the ancient name of that city :-the plan is coloured; the de- 


-dication to the Emperor is upon it. Mr. Nordin prefented a map of the world to the 


King made at that time, that is to fay in the reign of Charles V. Thefe maps are fup- 
pofed to have been taken at Prague by Count Koningfmark in 1648. 

Mr. Gieurdwell, librarian to the King, poffeffes a fragment on the difcovery of Norway, 
which is the moft ancient manufcript that relates to the hiftory of the North: it was 


’ found in Iceland, tranfported to Denmark, and thence carried to Sweden; the author 


is unknown, but from the fucceffion it gives of the ancient Princes of the northern 
countries up to the tenth century, it is conjeétured to be of that age. This. fragment 
has been printed in a colleGtion of the moft ancient monuments of the early hiftory of 
the North, publithed by Bjcurners, antiquary to the King of Sweden, Stockholm, 
1737, in folio. In compofing this edition, the piece was copied, which was depofited 
in the archives of the kingdom. ‘he fame fragment was printed before in 1689, at’ 
Skalholt in Iceland.—~A new Swedifh Teftament, Stockholm, 1526, Jnall folio, with a 
figure of Chrift for the frontifpiece, and the arms of Guftavus Vaia at the end——A. 
Swedifh Bible, 2 vols. in folio, Upfal,. i541. John Ill., fon of Gultavus Vala, being 
defirous of introducing anew the Catholic religion into Sweden, made ufe of two litur- 
gies, one printed in Latin and one in Swedith, the firft at Stockholm, in folio, 1576, the 
other alfoin Stockholm, in ato. in 1589; both were profcribed by Charles 1X., and are 
extremely rare; both, however, are in the colleétion of Mr. Giceurwell. Mr. Charles 
Guftavus Warmboltz, aulic counfellor of His Swedith Majeity, has occupied himfelf more 
fully on the hiftory and-hiftorians of Sweden than any other perfon; his work is after 
the plan of Lelong on the hiftorians of France; it is in the Swedifh language, with hif. 
torical and critical remarks by Mr. Dewarm. The fifth volume appeared at Stockholm 
in 1790, i8vo. The manufcript in 15 vols. folio, written by the author, is in the hands 
of the editor, Mr. Giceurwell. The ‘five volumes already printed, reach as far as the 
fifth of the manufcript. This author was born at Stockholm in 1713, and died on his 

13 own 
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own eftate of Chriftiernholm in 1785. He had a fine library, and in courfe of a long 
refidence there, compofed this work. At his death, he confided to Mr.-Giceurwell the 
manuicript and edition. He had travelled a great deal, fojourning the longeft in Hol- 
land; he married a French woman at the Hague, Marguerite Janicou, daughter of a 
mimifter of the Landgrave of Heffe Caffel, known by his-letters on the United Provinces. 
His library confifted of fix thoufand volumes; thofe which regarded hiftory were bought 
by Mr. Giceurwell, who has augmented their number. 

Guftavus III., an enlightened proteétor of the arts, invited artifts of great merit to 
Sweden ; it may be boldly ‘advanced that the kingdom is indebted to him for the 
poffeffion of a Sergell, a De/prés, Ma/rellier, &c. ‘What clearly’ verifies this affertion, 
the Swedes themfelves, far from attracting great artifts, did not even profit by their 
prefence, or give them any encouragement: they were never employed by any but the 
King ; and we have no doubt that tince his death they will have abandoned a country 
which will no longer afford them any refources, a court which, from its fyftem of eco- 
nomy, (certainly well imagined,) will look upon, as foolifhly expended,. thofe fums re- 
quifite for the recompenfe and encouragement of genius. 

We fhall now take a view of the artifts. of Stockholm, whofe talents appear to us to 
lay claim in a greater or leis degree to public efteem. ; 

Mr. Sergell, a Swede, is the moft celebrated fculptor of the prefent day; Canova, a 
Venetian, being the only one in any degree comparable to him. This artift is in high 
eftimation ; the King frequently reforts to his work-fhop, in which he is imitated by the 
nobility, and even the ladies ; but thefe vifits have become fo tirefome that his door is 
frequently clofed ; fo that it will not be.amifs for any one defirous of feeing him to ad- 
vife of his intention before hand. He is employed on the ftatue in bronze, defigned by 
the citizens in honour of their King : the model of the proportions of which was fhewn 
to us; the.King is upright, as if walking, his left hand leaning on the rudder of a thip, 
(an attribute which accords equally with the fpecies of victory: obtained by him, as with 
his having the conduct of affairs fince the revolution ;) and in his right hand an olive 
branch, the fymbol of peace: i¢ fronts the church on the fide next the caftle, with its 
back to the fea, very near to which it is placed ; thus wearing the appearance of being 
juit landed and bringing peace to his people. The height of the ftatue is to be eleven 
feet ; the fculptor has varied as little as poflible from the Swedifh coftume, which, 
thanks to the cloak, has a very good effect ; he has only taken fmall licenfe in altering . 
the manner in which it is faftened. This ftatue, which he expedts will be finifhed in 
1796, is full of grace and life. In his work-fhop we faw the group of Cupid and 
Piyche in marble, large as life, defigned for the King, who means to place it at Haga. 
This is one of the fineft pieces of modern feulpture; Pfyche is on her knees before 
Cupid; the poignard and lamp by his fide defignate the inftant chofen by the artift. 
AAt firft he intended that Cupid fhould have turned his head afide in repulfing Pfyche ; 
it would have rendered the work more eafy ; the expreflion of his countenance as look. 
ing on Plyche, however difficult to give, was preferred, and is admirably conceived by 
Mr. Sergell: Cupid regards Pfyche with a cold and tranquil difdain, fuch as is fuitable 
to an offended deity. ‘Lhe two figures are naked, and the whole of the group poffeifes 
iriking beauties; it is a mafter-piece which well deferves minute attention : it was ori- 
ginaliy intended for Madame du Barry. ‘The fame groupe was executed on a finall 
feale tor Baron Armfeldt, to whom His Majeily made a prefent of it, and for the Duke 
d’Infantado, The price of the fmall work is 10co rix-dollars. Mr. Sergell had alfo 
two beautiful bufts in his fhop, the one of Guftavus Vafa, the other of Guftavus Adol- 
phus, ordered formerly by the King of France; not knowing any longer to whom to 
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addrefs himfelf on account of them, he preferves them until a more favourable oppor~: 
tunity may allowof their proceeding to their deftination. Events having happened to an- 
nul every fuch expectation, we are ignorant of what has become of them *. -A bult in 
bas relief of the Prince-royal is the moft ftriking refemblance that poffibly can be. Itwould 
be difficult to find an eftablifhment more commodious or more complete than that oé- 
cupied by this artift ; he has fome charming paintings, moitly of the French (chool ; 
he places great value on the head of an old man, by Guido, and a Cupid playing with 
a Satyr, by Carlo Cignani. The figure of Love is beautiful, He is in poileflion of an 
antique ftatue of a fawn which he prizes highly ; it is ftanding with its legs acrofs, lean- 

"ing againft the trunk of a tree, at the foot of which laysa young child; the head asavell 
as the right arm have been repaired, the remainder isin the higheft prefervation. Mr. Ser. 
geil joins to his eminent talent for execution, that of converfing on his art in the moft en- 
gaging and inftru@tive manner ; and what in our efteem isa great merit, he {peaks with 
equal complaifance to artifts, and thofe who have no other title to his notice than a de- 
fire of information or mere curiofity ; a fingular merit even among artifts of the fecond. 
ary ftamp, much more in a man of fuch fuperior abilities. 

Mr. De/prés, a Frenchman, a painter and archite&: the King ‘meeting with him at 
Romein 1784, engaged him in his fervice. . He has the fuperintendance of the fcenery 
and dreffes of the opera, of every thing conftruéted by His Majefty, and at this inftant 
of the building of the new palace of Haga. ‘This artift poffeffes the richeft and moft 
lively imagination, and is even reproachable for the too great diverfity he introduces in 
fuch little fpace. He‘has painted a large piece reprefenting the battle of the Crotoniatcs 
and Sybarites, in poffeflion of the King. He is at prefent employed in painting the 
principal actions of the war in Finland. The following are the whole: the naval bat. 
tleat Hogland, on the 17th July 1738; Porufalmi, on the 6th June 1789; Uttifinalm, 
28th June 1789; Parkumacki, 2rft July 17893; the affair of Valkiali, 29th April 
17903 Pardakofki, 3cth April 1790; the barracks-of Kettis, in May 1790; Petti- 
macki, sth May 17903 the battle of Fredericfhamm, 15th May 1790; the retreat 
from Wybourg, 3d July 1790; and the battle of Svenkfund, oth and roth July 1790. 
Mr. Defprés is likewife charged with the erection of the intended obelifk at Haga, 
where the model in wood is to be feen, and generally of whatfoever relates to the archi- 
tecture of that palace; he has moreover been drawing-matter to the Prince-royal ever 
fince 1791. 

Mr. Ma/relier, a Frenchman, a charming artift in drawing, is the author of all the 
defigns of the pavillion of Haga, and has executed them with a degree of perfection 
which does him the greateft honour. He is pofleffed of exquifite taite: itis a great 
pity that an artift of fuch excellence fhould be without pupils to aft him; for want of 
them he is obliged to draw the outlines, and give the difierent thades; his pupils after- 
wards copy very well, and apply the colouring. As this artift moft commonly works 
in morifco, or pittures which ferve for the internal decorations of apartments, fomie judg- 
ment may be formed of the extent of his labours: in one piece there are frequently 
from one to two hundred figurcs, Mr. Mafieliex was cleven years in Italy, and has 
brought thence an immenfity of drawings, taken on the fpot, and which are well wor- 
thy of infpection. Many of thefe views have been very little regarded, He has a bro- 

_ ther who is a carver: for the fake of difpatch he makes ufe of a procefs which imitates 
cafts ia a very nice manner, and is much more ceconomical ; this confifis in the employ- 
ment of a pafte which hardens of itfelf, receiving whatever impreflion may be fancied, 








* We have reafow to believe they have been purchafed by the Emprefs of Ruffia. 
: and 
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and being fufceptible of taxing ahy colour. It looks extremely well when gilt, and on 
ic the gilding is capable of high polith. ‘Yhis fecret he learned at Paris, and hitherto it 
has perfectly well fucceeded. Young, who fhall be mentioned prefently, pretends that 
wood ought to have the preference; the former, however, is cheaper, more eafily re- - 
paired, more fufceptible of receiving any form, and has in fact precifely the fame effect 
as wood. This procefs.moreover is in high eftimation with the King, ever anxious for 
the completion of his fancies, as it gratifics them with greater promptitude. The work- 
fhop of this artift is on the ground floor of the caftle, in the pavillion of the Hbrary : he 
employs:very few. workmen. a . 

Mr. Young, an excellent carver, has a fund of talte, and a perfect comprehenfion of 

every thing that regards the decoration of apartments. We faw him intent on orna- 
menting the exterior of an organ; his work was beautifully defigned, and executed 
with aftonifhing exa@itude. He has a number of fcholars to initruét in this line, in 
which the Swedes excel, as well as in gilding on wood. 
. Mr. Guilbert, an engraver, is employed in engraving all the medals of the prefent 
reign in copper. This colleétion, already very numerous, cannot be complete until 
the death of His Majefty, who referves for himfelf the plates-and proofs, fo that itis no- 
eafy matter to procure them; they are rather harfhly engraved. ‘Lhe. vignettes from 
defigns of Mr. Mafrelier are principally in the beft ftyle; cach plate is to have an ex- 
planation, on two columns, in French and Swedifh. “The engraver of the medals is: 
Mr. Fehrmann ; he is a good artift, but not equal to his predeceffor. : ‘The collection 
of the laft reign is confiderable on account of medals being ftruck on occafion of the 
molt trifling events, fuch even as by no mcans deferved commemoration. 

Mr. Martins is engraving the views of Stockholm : many are completed: he after-. 
wards illuminates them; they are fold at about 24 ducats éach. They clearly evince 
the precipitation with which this artift works; being very incorreét and badly finithed ; 
neverthelels, as he is not void of genius and tafte, they are pleafing and have a good 
effect, : 

Mr, Breda, the younger, has been in England : his portraits afford hopes of his ex- 
ceiling at fome future period in this line. His father has fome pictures ; among the- 
moft remarkabie are the portrait of La Foffe, by Rigaud. A detign, attributed to Raphael, 
reprefenting the fubmerfion of Pharaoh; this is a very valuable piece, and came from 
the cabinet of Mr. Crozat. A fea piece, by ‘f. Wouvermans. ‘Che maffacre of the 
innocents, a pretty fketch, by Peter de Cardone. ‘Ewo fine portraits by Francis Halle. 
‘Two fea pieces by Simonini the Venetian ; thefe two pictures have great merit, and are 
very rare of their kind, this artitt having painted fearcely any thing but battles. The 
flight into Egypt, by Guido, in his beft {tyle, very dark: it poffefics a fund of beauty. 
Cain and Abel, faid to be by Andrew Sacchi, An old women waricing ber hands, a 
fall picture, accurately finifhed, which the owner affures is by G. Dew, notwithftand- 
ing it bears the name of G. Schalken, which is vifible. A fine portrait of Merian, a 
painter and bargomafter in Holand, by himfelf. 

Mr. Graagf is one of the belt portrait painters in Stockholm ; be has the reputa- 
tion of taking exaét likenefles. We yet have feen at his houfe the portraits of the King, 
and feveral perfons of our acquantance, which bore not the leaft relemblance. His pen- 
cil is far from poffeiling any delicacy ; and in any other country he would be eftecmed 
an ordinary painter. 

Mr. Pa/ch is a portrait painter, in high eftcem in this country; he has alfo the cha- 
racter of giving very exaét refemblances. 
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“Mr. Adams works at the larger cafts in bronze, under the infpedtion of Mr. Sergell ; 
it was in his work-fhop, which communicates with that of Mr. Sergell, that the ftatue of 
Gutltavus Adolphus (of which we fhall fhortly {peak) was chizelled. This artift works 
in bronze in the molt elegant and finifhed manner. The King pofleffes fome works of 
this defcription which would do honour to the beft artifts ia this line in France. 

Mr. Rhun, a young Swede, is an excellent workman in bronze; he has made four 
candelabras for the King, which are of the higheft tafteand moft admirable finith. 

Mr. Pilau, a Swedith painter, was, in 1791, dire€tor of the academy. This artift, 
already advanced in years, was employed on a large picture of nine feet by eighteen, re- 
prefenting the coronation of His Majefty: it was not then completed. He fhewed us 
ome defigns of the higheft finifh, particularly one reprefenting the parliament of Vafa 
receiving its regulations from the King upon its eftablifhment. This painter has been 
much employed in Denmark. _, > 

Mr. Lawrence, a Swede, well known at Paris, where he refided a number of years, 
Many engravings have been taken of this painter’s works: they are in high efteem. 
His ftyle is very graceful, and replete with tafte. 

Mr. Hollblad, a Swede, is famous for his tkilful manner of reftoring damaged paint- 
ings. He had a number belonging to Count Brahé, one of which was Judith, holding 
the {word in her hand with which fhe has cut off Holofernes’ head. Mr. Mafrelier 
eftimates it a work of Caravaggio. The head of Judith is beautiful. The baptifm of 
Clovis, a large picture of no great merit. There is anather at Stockholm for fale, re- 
prefenting the fame fubje¢t, which is much fuperior ; it belongs to Count de la Gardie. 
It is prefumable that Mr. Ho/fb/ad ufes a fimilar procefs with Picau/t at Paris; however 
this may be he has been eminently fuccefsful : froma number of proofs of this we fhall 
cite but one; he has taken a ceiling painted on a wall, twenty-one ells long by fourteen, 
and fixed it in perfection on canvas. 

Mr. Hillerfreum, a painter in Adolphus Frederic’s fquare *, on the fouth fide. In 
this fquare it was (the fame as was ufed for the caroufals) that the King, on occafion of 
the peace of 1790, difmified the citizens of Stockholm who had. volunteered for the 
protection of the town in ablence of the regular troops. This artift, in a picture 
which he hasin his houfe, has reprefented this ceremony with excellent effect. It was 
intended for the city, but doubtlefs he will take a copy of it, the King, as is fuppofed, 
intending to have this. Mr. Hillerftrceum is in poffeflion of a number of works of dif- 
ferent defcriptions; among others of a likencfs of his daughter, with a mark on her bo- 
fom, where fhe was ftruck by lightning, without receiving any injury: we enquired if 
the mark remained yet as reprefented in the painting, fhe affured us it did not; as fhe 
was a very pretty girl we willingly would have had other proof befides her fimple affer- 
tion. This artift inhabited the houfe of a perfon who died but a fhort time before, 
leaving behind him a magnificent collection.of pictures, of which we were unable to 
set fight, as they had been packed up to be fent to England for fale. It is a very 
handiome houfe, and was planned to have five-and-forty windows in the front looking 
on the fquare ; but it was {carcely more than half erected, and whether ic will now be 
Apifhed or no appears doubtful. 

Private cabinets are very few in number, as the reader will be enabled to judge by 
che enumeration of the whole, comprizing even thofe of medals, ftones, &c. 


* In the neighbourhood of this {quare is the prifon for debtors, where it is rather a difficult matter for a 
perfon to gain admittance merely for the fatisfaction of his curiofity ; it is however but little deferving of 
attention. : 

Cabinet 
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Cabinet of Count Brabé. This contains fome paintings, three or four of which only 
are deferving of mention. ‘The Magdalen reclined on a mat rolled up at one end, lean- 
ing on her elbow, with a book in her hand ; a light veil of blue and white thrown over 
her, ferving, with her long loofe hair, which is very handfome, in part to cover her, is 
very graceful. This picture is attributed to Mignard, and is fuppofed to be the likenefs 
of the miftrefs of fome one of the Kings of France. David ereét, holding in his hand 
the head of Goliah, of natural fize ; he wears a red cap, in which are two feathers, the 
one white the other yellow : this is faid to be by Guido Reni; butisa copy of that in the 
capitol, and has nothing fupcrior to boaft. Our Saviour and the Holy Virgin in a build. 
ing, with an afs and two cows or bulls, by J. Jordaens, in 1652, an original. Our Sa- 
vious paying tribute ;_a much efteemed piece, the heads in it are beautiful. 

Mr. Bolander,a painter, has a picture of the Virgin, with the infant Jefus and St.John, 
which he pretends is by Raphael, and formerly belonged to the Countefs Koriingfmark ; 
although many doubt its authenticity, the painting is certainly good, and much in that 
painter’s ftyle. He poffeffes likewile' a game piece by Snyders, with that matter’s like. 
nefs, in a corner of the picture, dene by Rubens, and fome other lefs valuable pieces. 

Cabinet of the Bank. In the building belonging to the bank is to be feen a hand. 
fome collection of medals, almoft entirely Swedifh, contained in two hundred and twen- 
ty drawers; it is nearly complete : fome, but a very finall number, are foreign. The 
moft ancient, the authenticity of which is indifputable, is a very fmall one of Eric IX. 
in 1150. A medal of John II. in 1497, never publithed. A rix-dollar of Sten Sture, 
1g12, very rare. «A very rare medal reprefenting Charles Guftavus on one fide, on the 
reverfe Dei Gratia et Chrifting Rex, 1654: another was ftruck which has for legend, 
A Deoct Chrifting. A medal of Brahé, 1665, very rare. A very confiderable and al- 
mott perfect collection of medals of famous private characters. This colle@ion was begun 
and fold to the Bank by Prefident Re/amd. Its directors continue it. The {tructure of the 
bank was begun in 1668, under the reign of Charles IX. 

- The bank lends money on fecurity of moyeables and merchandize at four per cent. ; 
every year two per cent. of its capital is paid off. ‘here are nine commifluries who 
have the direction of its affairs, three from the clafs of nobles, and as many from that of 
the citizens, and as many of the clergy. Of one of thele it is requifite you fhould 
afk permiffion to view the medals. coe : 

Meffrs. Grill and Charles de Geer poflefs fine colle@tions of Swedith medals. Mr. de 
Geer has one in gold of Sten Sture, which is exceedingly rare; Mr. Grill one, {aid to 
be of Odin, which is however thought to be Armenian.  Thefe two cabinets we did not 
fee. Mr. Grill, after having treated us very courteoufly at Suderfors, felt him/felf un- 
der no obligation of repeating his civility at Stockholm.” As for Mr. Geer we made no - 
attempts ‘to feek a favour at hishands. ‘here are people to whom a man is loth to be 
under obligation. Our thanks might have been fuperfluous to a man who fhews him- 
felf fo grateful to the King for the many favours beltowed on him, and whole opinions, 
unfortunately for us, were fo much at variance with our own. : 

Mr. Quift has adopted a fyftem of claflification entirely novel, in- the department of 
precious ftones, and which bears no refemblance to that hitherto ufed. He pays no 
refpect to colour, but only to the weight, fhape, and hardnefs. Hoe has given a detail of 
his fy{tem in the memoirs of the academy for 1768. His collection is contained in a 
very {mall cabinet, and is worthy of notice on account of the novel manner of its clafli- 
fication. ‘The firft place is aihgned to white diamonds, and diamonds of all colours, as : 
well in the rough as cut ;—next, rubies and fapphires, among thele is an aferic, in 
which, on holding it to the fun, you diflinguith a ftar s opals, one called the Neanins, is 
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with the exception of its fellow, in poffeffion of the Emperor, an unicue, it.weighs about 
(wo carats: topazes, rough rubies, rough emeralds, chryfolites, beryls,-aigues marines 
in the rough, as well as cut: garnets and hyacinths; amethyfts, chryitalss he pretends 
that amethyits are only coloured chryftals. ‘Chryfopafes tranfparent- quarts from Vin- 
land. Cat'seycs. Cornalines. Onyx, fardines, agates ; which however he ranks in 
the frtt clafs.  Jafper, malachites, opals ; amethyfts, toarmalins, and other ftones are 
not yct claffed. Mr. Quilt poffefies a piece of 1 valus of antimony found in Sweden, 
extremely rare, fo much fo, that none is any longer to be found. He has adj ining to 
his houfe, a pretty confiderable extent of ground, and a terrace which commands the 
fea, whence is a moft fuperb view, fuch even as much furpaties the moft celebrated in 
point of extent and pidturefque effect. Tt is in itfelf enough to induce a traveller to go 
to the extremity of the fouthern fuburbs along the fea, where it is Gtuated, even Mould 
he be void of curiofity of examining the collection of {tones. 

Mr. Daniel George Nefther, of Queen’s-ftrect, poffeffes a curious and fingular colice- 
tion of portraits of Kings and individuals of Sweden, of all ages; it cenfifts of about 
four thoufand picces; at moft, no more than fifty are wanting to render it perfedly 
complete. What renders this collection {till more interefling, the proprietor. has writ- 
ten at the bottom of cach of the portraits of individuals, an account of his life. We 
noticed with furprife, that many Swedes had never heard either of Mr. Neicher, or his 
collection, 

‘Thus have we given the whole we have to notice of private cabinets, and belicve we 
have omitted nothing of intereft: the number mutt needs be confidered very trifling ; 
vet have we to obferve, that the Swedifh nobility being in general very poor, and very 
ill informed, it is not aftonithing that valuable cabinets fhould be lefs frequent here than 
elfewhere; the firft reafon alone appears to us unanfwerable. 























Cuar. Vi—Churchess—Public Edifices —Statues of Sovercigns.—Arfenal.—Park of 
Artillery. —Prifons. 


THE churches of Stockholm, confidered as edifices, deferve no attention : the two 
following are the only encs worthy of being vifited. ; 
Riddenfoclm Church. Ut is far from handfome, but it may be well to fee it, on ac- 
count of its being the place of interment of the kings, a number of the principal families 
in Sweden, and ail the knights of the order of the Seraphim. At the extremity of the 
church, before the altar, are the tombs of Canatefon and Magnus Ladulos, between 
them isa fmall clofed coffer, containing the fatutes of the order of the Seraphim. 
Guliavas Adolphus is inhumed in the vicinity, but no monement is yet erected to his 
memory 5 it was then under the workman’s hands. Jn achapel are Charles X1L with 
his club and Hon’s fkin, in bronze gilt. On a bier of black marble, Frederic L. and 
Qveen Ulrica Eleanor. In another very fmall chapel raifed a few fteps, is the great 
Banner, born in 1601, died in 1641: in another fpot, Farienfon, born in 1603, died 
in 165:, and the tombs of the Ferfens, the Levenhaupt, and other families. Gutlta- 
vus Hh in 1791, formed the project of building a rotunda for the Kings, on a plan by 
Deipres. rae ° 
The Church of Queen Chriftina. This is in the form of a crofs, with 9 rotunda in 
the middie, rather pretty, and very neat; at the principal altar is a bas-relicf in plafter, 
by Sergell, reprefenting the afcenfion ; it has a very fine effec. A-monument in lead 
by the fame band, railed in 1770 to the memory of Detcartes, by the late a 
rince 
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Prince Royal.- In the cemetry, the place is flill pointed out where his body was firl 
depofited, before it was fent to France. 

The Exchange. A pretty building near the caftle, on the market place; the mer- 
chants aflemble on the ground floor, which is adorned with the bufts of Baron de Sparre, 
High Governor of Stockholm, and Mr. Alftrceumer, a celebrated merchant; above is 
a long gallery, whercin public balls are given every fortnight on Sundays, the price of 
admittance is 24 {killings each perfon: the court is generally prefent. ‘The academy 
of eighteen holds alfo ifs public fittings here. 

The Hall of the Nobles is in a large fquare, by the fide of Ridderhboim (the ifland of 
knights); the building fs bandfome, the faircafe of noble appearance. The ground 
floor’contains the portraits of the marfhals of the diet from 1632, in number twenty- 
eight; thofe of the diets of 1786 and 1789, were not yet there: the hall in which the 
nobles aflemble is on the firft ftory, it is tolerably handfome, notwith{tanding its only 
ornament is the efcutcheons of the nobility which cover its walls. Thofe of the molt 
ancient families are placed at the extremity, the others by gradation of anceltry, on the 
right and left up to the door, where thofe of the earlieft exaltation are placed. The 
Count de Brahé occupies the moft eminent ftation *. It is in this hall that. the monareh 
gave proof of much addrefs and prefence’ of mind at the diet of 1789. 

The Town-Houfe. "Vhe.court of the magiftrates, at which the burgomafters prefide, - 
is held here; the hall has nothing in it remarkable. The portraits of the high gover. 
nors, and feveral pleafing views of the neighbourhood of Stockholm, drawn by Mar- 
tyns, being the only objects of notice. | ; 

Statue of Guftavus Vafa (fub pede). This is a bronze on the fquare of the nobles, 
and before their manfion ; it was ereCled by the body of the nobility, although, -as 
its infcription imports, this mark of reverence was not afforded till after the lapfe of two ~ 
centuries ; it was executed by the French archbi/bop, and poffeffes nothing ftriking. 

Lqueftrian Statue of Guftavus Adolphus. This is before the opera houfe, in the north. 
ern {quare: it was erected the tsth May, 1791; the expenice of tranfporting it from 
the workthop of the feulptor to the place where it ftands, notwithftanding the fhortnefs 
of the diftance, was 6000 rix-dollars. The proportions of the horfesand ftatue are 
precifely the fame as thofe of the ftatue of Henry IV. now thrown down at Paris. Its 
whole weight is 150 fchippunds +. Behind it, below: the ftatue, a large trophy is to be 
raifed, on which the bucklers and arms of the different people conquered by Guftavus 
Adolphus, are to be ranged ; around it will be placed medailions, reprefenting the five 
principal generals of this Prince: Banner, Tortenfon, James de Langardie, Horn, and 
Saxe Vimar. They are finifhed (the whole by the archdifoop), except the ornaments 
below, and what remains to be fixed, which latter are by Serge/l, who gave the defign, 
and has taken upon himfelf its completion. _ Below is to be the flatue of Oxenfiern, 
di€tating the life of the King to hiftory, ‘which altogether, when finifhed, will have a 


* Wis father was beheaded in 1755, on account of being a chief of the coafpiracy formed in favour of 
the King: the fon has not inberited the fentiments of his father, for he has coniantly adicd in oppolition 
to Guitavus ELL, notwithitanding his heing indebted to that Monarch for his recogrision as firft Count in 
Sweden, and notwithilanding the exiftence of a Brabé depended on a marked and very powerful protection. 
What peshaps, without exculing him, may render iim lefs culpable, is the affurance of his being ruled and 
perfuaded by his wife to follow a line of condu& no ways glorious for his reputation: it is alfo fit we 
thould remark here, that Madame de Brahé, a poor provincial gentlewoman, deftined apparently to vegetate 
in obfeurity, has to thank the King for her being brought to court, 4nd afterwards married co the fir 
noble of the land. “On this fubje@ we hall make no sefleétions, leaving to the reader to comment on fueh 
condr as he will. . 

fis e table of weights, 25,500 Ibs. Engiifa, 
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very fine effet. The ftatue, as it is at prefent, is not void of grace; it appeared to us 
in the workfhop, to much lefs advantage. It feems extraordinary, that the {carf of 
Guftavus Adolphus fhould hang from the left to the right; as it is defigned. to hide 
the fword, we conceived that the objec of the artift was not effected ; the pedeftal is of 
granite. The adventurers who have fet on foot the manufa@ure of Dalicarlian por. 
phyry, being defirous of affording fta confpicuous difplay, offered to undertakeit at the 
fame price, but this offer was not accepted, the reafon why we cannot conceive, as it 
would have been much more handfome; for in. fhort, as to quantity, if net always for 
beauty, granite in Swedén is as frequent as common {tone elfewhere. 

The Arfenal. Jt formerly wasin the neighbourhood of North place; at prefent itis 
transferred to Fredericfhoff, at the park gate, where the Queen Dowager refided, and 
where thofe noblemen were confined, who were arrefted by the King during the diet of 
1789. The building has twenty-nine windows in front, by forr deep ; it is compofed 
of two wings, forming a right angle. On entering, (the fecond ftory,) you find a halt 
in which the Kings of Sweden are feen on horfeback in armour, refembling the Kings 
of England in the fame ftile, in the tower of London; the helmet of Guitavus Adol- 
phus, of an enormous weight, and a great number of colours taken at Narva; in 
another {mall chamber round a turning, a numbér of ‘arms formerly ufed, ‘and -fome 
{mall pieces of artillery, with which Charles XII. amufed imfelf when a child. A 
model of the new' bayonet, twenty-three inches long *. Others not fo long, fword-edged, 
for the dragoons (the mu!quets of the dragoons are four feet four inches in length, and 
weigh eight pounds). Hats and cartridge boxes. A fecond hall, furnithed with 
Saxon colours taken by Charles XII., together with fome Ruffian. A third hall con- 
tains the colours,taken from the Ruffian fleet at Fredericfham. A boat built by Peter 1 ft. 
taken on-its paflage from Saardam. In a fourth hall, colours taken by Guftavus Adol-’ 
phus, and one taken from the Saxons by Charles XIL’s own hand, in 1703. ' A genes 
ral’s ftaff of the Calmucks, taken by Charles XII., together with cymbals and drums. 
A gallery communicating with this hall, containing all the infignia neceflary at a coro. 
nation ; chairs, furniture, &c. Dreffes and equipages for carroufals; a gilt fledge, pre- 
fented by Maria Therefa. At each extremity are three fmall apartments. In the firft 
are portraits of Swedifh generals, and materials requifite at carroufals. ‘The fecond muf- 
quets, piftols, poinards, and other fingular weapons: the fword of Charles XI, ; that 
of Charles XII, not too heavy; a very handfome double fufil, prefented to Charles XI. 
by Louis KIV. The third, Turkith prefents of houfings and horfe accoutrements; the 
horfe equipage of feveral Kings, enriched with pearls. In a wardrobe, the gloves worn 
by Charles XH. when he was thot t, his fath, (four fect four inches in length), his plain 
hat: the fhot was received jult below the button.. A coat of coarfe blue cloth, with 
plain copper buttons. A very fine fhirt without ruffles, ftained with blood below the 
collar. A pair of leather breeches with ten pockets. A blue cloak, three feet eight 
_ inches long, no more than two inches longer than the coat. Very fhort boots. The 

fourth is a fmall apartment, containing the fhields of ancient Kings, and arms of earlier 





* Thefe bayonets will be efteemed fomewhat too long; they have been in ule among the Swedes only 

fince the lait war. The practice to which they are accuftomed, of charging the Ruflians with the bayonet, 
* (a manccuvre in which they have almoft conftantly fucceeded,) called for an encreafe of the length of this 
weapon. 

+ We vifited this arfenal in company with a Ruffian general, whofe grandfather ferved in the army, of 
Charles X11. Notwithftanding he was attached to a different power, and had himfelf recently been op- 
poled to the Swedes, General P—n took hold of Charles’s glove and kiffed it with refpeét, obferving, « I 
do homage to the memory of a brave man,” . : 
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times. The thirt worn by Guftavus Adolphus when wounded in the neck at Defchau. 
‘The breeches he wore when fhot in the thigh in Proffia, with feveral parts of his drefs. 
Ina fifth, ‘amcient arms; the ftuffed {kin of the horfe on which Gultavus Adolphus’ 
rod at the battle of Lutzen. The fucceeding apartments are full of faddles and equi- 
pages for carroufals: in one are the arms of the different provinces. The number of 
colours in this arfenal is immenfe: the firft ftory is a counterpart of the fecond ; here 
the mufquets are kept, apparently to us, in very indifferent order: as we faw them at 
the conclufion of a war, there were confequently very few of them new. All the 
apartments, and even the veltibules, were full of bales of cloth for the foldiers. 

Note.—In order to be allowed the infpection of this part of the arfenal, permiffion 
mu({t be obtained from the prefiding general. 

Park of Artillery. The place in which it is kept.is very handfome, enclofed by three 
fides of buildings three ftories high; a fourth fide is to be built to complete the fquare. 
The great pile of buildings fronting the entrance, contains the artillery and its perti- 
nencies, fuch as carriages, &c. In the third {tory arethe tents, &c. Of the two other 
piles of building, one is fet apart for the harnefs of horfes, faddles, bridles, &c3; the 
other ferves for workfhops, In the court are kept balls, bombs, mortars, and cannon 
without carriages. The number of cannon was inconfiderable, the whole of the batter. 
ing train being left in Finland, Each batallion has one “fix-pounder and two three- 

‘ pounders when they take the field, with four men on horfeback to each fix-pounder, 
and two to each piece of three pounds. The men do not difmount when the cannon is 
fired, but merely open from before its mouth. ‘The quantity of powder ufed is always 
equal to half the weight of the ball ; this however is well underftood to be more than 
‘fulficient, its ftrength being fuch as to make three cighths enough ; it cofls the King 
ro rix dollars the cwt. The mufquets, five rix-dollars 16 fkillings. There are three 
manufactures of theni, Norkiceuping, Nortelje, and Sceuderhamn, to the north of Geile. 
‘We faw in the court a Polifh cannon of brafs, terminating in a fquare, it appears to 
have burit, and been tied together with cords. The workmanfhip of it is fingular; it 
is not ufed. There are twelve companies of artillery at Stockholm, confifting of nine 
hundred and fixty men ; they are difperfed over the town in fuch manner, that the ofs 
ficers are not obliged to have a general review of them more than onceamonth. ‘There 
are eight artillerymen to each tent, but no more than fix foot foldiers, however their 


tents are {maller. In order to fee the park, you mutt get allowance from General Sin- ” 


clair, the commanding officer. 

Prifozs. Vhefe are three in number: that which we faw in the north fuburbs is 
{mail ; it is very near the large afylum for orphans. ‘I'he crown allows two fkillings 
daily for the maintenance of cach prifoner. The prifons are built of brick, and are 
vaulted. We faw fame men who had fetters on their legs, but this was not for penifh. 
ment but fecurity’s fake ; they take an airing twice daily. Their rooms are very neat, 
we entered all of them, and particularly one in which were two men under capital 
charges for murder and forgery, one of whom had already been fentenced; their coun- 
tenance was tranquil, notwithftanding their apartment.was the condemned hold. ‘Lhe 
whole guard confifted of a baggage-mafter and two foldiers*, Thefe prifons have not 
that fhocking appearance which prifons almoft generally have. ‘T he greateft punithment 


* Upon this oceation, we could but refle& on the diference of national chara&ters. In France, a prifon 
ne better guarded, would inflantly he broke; with us both sn internal and external guard are necef: 
fary, good locks, and flout gratinga. In f{pite even of thefe precautions, how frequent. are attempts to 
efeape, and how often do they fuccecd! This is not the only opportunity afford:d us of m ing amilar 
reflections, ae 
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in the prifon, is keeping the offender on bread and water, but this is never for a greater" 
fpace of time than eight and twenty days, as it has been proved, that in fo cold a cli- 
mate, there would be danger of culprits perifhing in cafe of longer abftinence from 
fubftantial food, ‘a matter more neccflary in the North, than in warm, or even temperate 


climates. 


Cuap. VIL—Hopitals and Mad-Houfes. 


THE hofpital or lazaretto at Kongfbolm, is capable of containing one hundred and fifty 
fick, forty-fix of which are maintained gratuitoufly; the reft pay two rix-dollars per 
month, and fix if they have an apartment to themfelves; when we faw it it contained 
no more than forty-nine patients; they always fleep by themfelves. The funds of the 
hofpital are no more than 40,000 rix-dollars Rik/ens*; the fick on their entrance are 
clothed in the linen and drefs of the hofpital, their own being reftored to them upon 
their departure; their linen is changed every week, and oftener if it be neceflary. 
‘There is a principal phyfician, who is at the fame time director, a fecond phyfician, and 
commonly three furgeons; if more be neceffary, the affiftance of. the young f{tudenis is 
called for, who attend the hofpital for inftru@ion. The anatomical theatre is at Ridde.- 
holm, and the fchool of furgery in the South; thus do thefe eftablifhments form pres 
cifely a triangle, which appears to us a poor contrivance. "Che internal maladies, which 
are moft common, are inflammatory fevers; there are many cafes of the venereal dif- 
eafe, and hemorrhoidal fiftulas: thofe aiflicted with the venereal difeafe are below in 
a fpecies of cells, the men {carcely feparated from the women ; falivation is {till very 
frequently ufed here. ‘The meat in the hofpital is good, the bread tolerable, every 
thing very decent, and nothing further; the ufe of ventilators, other than fans, is 
unknown to them; there is at the door a box, in which it is cuftomary to drop fome 
money. 

Lylnets hofpital. This is fituated nigh the north {quarc, in a private houfe ; it is an 
eftablifhment on a very {mall fcale, which has yet its ufes, and which poflibly may be the 
caufe of a larger inftitution of the fort being one day founded; indeed many Swedes at 
Stockholm are ignorant of its exiftence ; and fo little accuftomed are the attendants to 
the vifits of foreigners, that we were obliged to negociate a long time before we could 
gain admittance, they conceiving that we wifhed to throw ridicule on the inftitution. 
The eftablifhment confifts of eighteen beds for gratuitous patients in three chambers, and 
two for women unwilling to be known, and who are not fuffered to be feen, hefe 
latter pay for their beds 4 rix-dollars per month, and maintain themfelves. The King 
pays 3 copper dollars daily for each woman who comes to lye-in here; but this only 
for nine days, at the termination of which fhe muft leave the hofpital, unlefs fhe be too 
weak, "in which cafe fhe is kept till the recovers ftrength. In this houfe there are born 
yearly from three to four hundred children. The bedfteads are of iron, with a {mall 
one at hand for the infant, two feet and a half long by eighteen inches wide, covered. 
with the fame fheets and blankets as the larger. Ifa nurfe be wanting, fhe is engaged 
at an office for this purpofe, ‘There is only one midwife in the houfe, whofe falary is 
0 rix-dollars: the country women come hither to pratife, and pay for entrance two 
rix-dollars 20 {killings to the College of Phyfic, remain there for three months at their 
own expence, and on their departure pay for their diploma a rix-dollar and a half. 
‘The profeffor gives two leffons weekly, and the provoft private leffons, which the wo- 


* Notes which lofe about 12 per cent. in change againft fpecie. 
men 
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men pay for according to agreement and their feveral capacities. The lying-in women 
have three meals a-day. This eftablifhment fome years ago was on the firft ftory; it is 
now kept on the ground-floor, which is not fo well, as it is more liable to damp, the ef- 
feéts of which, indeed, we were able to diftinguith. 

Spinhaus. A houfe of correétion: at the time we faw it, it contained one hundred 
and eighty-feven women, more than forty of which were Fins, and twenty-two men, 
chiefly children or lame perfons. Moft of thefe women were confined for theft, feveral 
for more heinous offences, the moft common of which is child-murder ; in fuch cafe 
their imprifonment is perpetual; the unfortunate wretches guilty of this crime are not 
allowed admiffion into the court, but to make amends their lodgings are better and more 
clean than the others: on Chriftmas-day they are treated with fiddles at the King’s 
expence, which is the only recreation they enjoy throughout the year. Every one 
without exception is obliged to {pin two pounds and a half of wool per day on account 
of the houfe. The crown allows two {killings * per day for their food; fuchas are con- 
fined for fix years, or longer, or for life, are clothed in blue.every three years; the 
others wear their cloaths as long as they will hang together. No perfon can be con- 
fined here without an order from the high governor or the police, when an arrange- 
ment is made with the company of directors refpecting the manner in which the party 
is to be treated. The women lay two together, except when ill, in which cafe they are 
kept by themfelves in a feparate building; men, women, and children together; the 
beds are all on one fide of the apartment, and the fink on the other, near the windows, 
which in fome degree contributes to the bad fmell; the beds are bad. There are but 
three men to guard this houfe; in order to reach it you pafs a fmall lake, which com- 
municates with the larger one, over a bridge, whence you have a charming flant view 
of the city: The chapel belonging to the houfe is a tolerably handfome building ; the 
foundry of Mr. Afplund, which we shall defcribe, is oppofite. 

Dannwiken, A mad-houle is fituated in a pleafant pofition on the fea-fhore, towards 
the fouth; it contained, when we were there, fifty-two perfons; more women than 
‘men, On placing a madman in this houfe, you pay a plotte + weekly. On one fide of 
this building is a houfe capable of receiving a hundred perfons, men as well as women ; 
upon payment of 50 rix-dollars{, a man rendered incapable of work, or an idiot, is ad- 
mitted and maintained for life; an old man paft labour is received there for 16 rixs 
dollars, and occafionally for nothing. In the morning they have a pound of bread, 
beer, foup, and.meat. In the evening bread and gruel with milk. From this houfe 
there is a charming profpect of the fea, 

Widows of citizens. ‘The afylum for citizens’ widows is the moft remarkable of any 
of this defcription at Stockholm; it is imitated no where to our knowledge, however 
deferving of imitation; you enter by an iron gate from the ftreet into a {mall court, 
almoft {quare, with a railed footway: it contains fixty two women, which number is 
never exceeded ; upon a vacancy occurring, whether by death, or inheritance of pro- 
perty, thofe who replace fuch as go out, enter either at Eafter or in OGtober. Matters 
in different trades and profeffions pay annually acertain fum, and their widows alone are 
admitted; it is requifite they fhould be fifty years of age; on their admiffion they may 
bring with them whatever they will for zhe encreafe of their comfort and accommoda- 
tion, but at their death, whatever they bring belongs to the houfe. They are obliged 
to clothe themfelves and. bring furniture for their bed; they pay nothing on entrance, 
have three meals a-day, two plates at dinner, and as many at {upper. They each have 


* About two-pence halfpenny flerling. T 1s. 7d. flerling. £ About 421. Rerling, 
a bed 
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# bed to themfelves ;’ the rooms are very decent, and the widows appeared to us well 
contented with their lot and the treattnent of the houfe, a peculiarity we never met with 
any where but in this eftablithment ; they have four large wafhes annually; they are not 
feparated in cafe of ficknefs, except when contagious. ‘The afylum has ten admi- 
niftrators, whofe functions are for life ; they are either merchants or opulent tradef- 
men. 

Afylum for the orphans of free-mafens, near the north place f{quare. This has been 
founded about thirty years ; occafionally it has contained five hundred children, and 
fometimes more ; when we faw it there were no more than four hundred and ninety, 
fifty-five of which only in the houfe itfelf, the reft being in the country: thofe in the 
houfe are at av expence of three copper dollars a week, and are cloathed twice in the 
year ; ordinarily they quit the afylum at twelve years of age, and are bound to trades, 
Before the war the children were admitted gratis, but now (in confequence of the addi- 
tional charge it has occafioned) 25 rix-dollars are paid on entrance. Children of both 
fexes are received, but mult not be more than one year old. ‘They are diflinguifhed by 
marks the fame as in Foundling hofpitals. They lay two together; their bedfteads are 
of wood. ‘Lhe only employment taught in this houfe is to knit tricotu + the chambers 
are neat ; the children have achange of linen once a week, the fhirt they fleep in being 
different to that they wear by day : in feveral rooms there was a.difagreeable fmell, not- 
withftanding they had ventilators, their number being too {mall, The children have 
four meals per day, two plates at dinner: they are allowed as much beer as they can 
drink, and haye no falt meats. ‘The houfe is but one ftory bigh, and has a very pretty 
court in front. In the fchool room are lifts of donations. his houfe has nine di- 
rectors, named by the auxiliary lodge of St. John, the moft ancient in the country ; 
that is to fay they felect one out of three perfons recommended by the other direétors. 
The expence of this eftablifhment is annually from 7 ta 8,000 rix-dollars. Formerly 
there was an arrangement between this and the grand afylum for orphans, hereafter to 
be mentioned, which was ufed to fend to the other the children it knew not what to du 
with, as pofleffing greater facility of difpofing of them. 

The grand afylum for orphans. his is fituated in Queen-f{treet, has a large court, 
furrounded by irregular buildings. Jt maintains two thoufand two hundred children, 
of which forty to filty and not more than eighty are in the houfe. They are received 
at every period of age, without regard to whence they come: for urgent cafvs there is 
a wet-nurfe or two; otherwife they are carried to the office, where the children are put 
out to them at the rate of fix copper dollars per month. Such as are kept in the houte 
are equally well attended, and furnifhed with food in addition to the breaft, ‘Che chil- 
dren do not remain above twelve-months with the nurfe, after which they are placed 
with farmers in the country at fix rix-dollars per annum: this arrangement is followed 
with one thoufand of the children, the other one thoufand two hundred are placed in 
houfes in the city, at fix rix-dollars per annum: the utmoft ceconomy is ufed. Great 
numbers remain with their relations, who on-account of their being poor receive half 
a rix-dollar monthly. When the children are firit fent to farmers in the country they 
are cloathed, but this only once: they are not maintained at the expence of the elta- 
blifhment after they become fourteen years of age. ‘The farmers may however, if they 
pleafe, keep them until eighteen, but they no longer are paid the fix rix-dollars; all 
they obtain is an exemption for three years, that is from their becoming fiftcen to eigh. 
teen, from the impoft they would have to pay for them ; and an obligation on the part 
of the children to remain fo long with them. The farmers are overlooked to fee that 
they take praper care of the children, who have a mark given them which their parents 

at . are 
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ate obliged to-bring back in cafe of death. If this mark fhould be loft on vifiting the 
child, he is erafed from the lift, and the parents no longer receive the fix rix-dollars. 
On one fide of mars is a No. in Roman chara@ers; on the reverfe a crown: it is a 
fmall piece of lead, hea flug, which cannot be {poiled but by cutting. ‘The funds of 
this infitution are, 1. three thoufand tons of wheat, furnifhed by the crown, equivalent, 
communibus annis, to gooo rix-dollars. 2. By legacies of individtals, and ceconomy, a 
capital has been raifed of from 50 to 60,000 rix-doliars. 3. The College of Juftice, 
which receives in depofit the property of the miners, paying no more than 44 per cent., 
and making a far greater profit, is obliged to pay over to this inftitution a proportion of 
its fupplies, which feldom amounts to lefs than 3020 dollars‘per annum. All thefe, ad- 
. deed to voluhtary contributions, form an annual revenue of about 20,000 rix-dollars. 
‘TheKing has delegated the fuperintendance of this eftablifhment to the High Governor of 
Stockholm, who appoints three councillors of the city as diretors. The have no ho- 
nerary managers. . “a oY it’ a 3 

The Hopital of Sabbatfberg, at Kongfholm, near to mineral waters for poor and in- 
firm old women, is in a {tate of great neglect. . ; ; 

It will be feen that fomething further is defirable on all thefe cftablifhments; but it 
is well known that good is done but by flow degrees ; there has been great improve- 
ments of late years, and every thing tends to fatisfy the mind that objeéts of fuch im- 
portance will not continue difregarded; the poverty of the country is in oppofition to 
a rapid progrefs, or at leaft one fo rapid as humanity requires; and if the government 
does all it can, no one can complain. ‘ ; 








Cuap, VIII.—Manufadlories and Manufaétures. — Merchants. —Workmen. 


Swedifh manufadures are yet very wide of perfection; the workmen are negligent, 
idle, and void of emulation ; they fometimes begin their week’s labour on Wednefday, 
and never before Tuefday, or if they go to their workfhops, it is but to fleep over yel- 
terday’s debauch. ‘This, however, does not prevent their infifting on high wages ; the 
more they gain, the more they drink, and the want of money alone can make them re- 
fume their occupation. : 

Glafs Heufe. ‘The glafs-houfe is fituated at Kongfholm, and belongs to a fubfeription; ie 
is under the direCtion of Mr.Lindblom: glafs ware of all defcriptions is made here, drink« 
ing glaffes, decanters, and fome few bottles. The pot-afh is produced in Scania, the 
flint is from Pomerania (it is 16 fkillings the ton); the mineral falt from Tripoli; the 
Soda from Spain. The glafsis fold by weight ;. the cleareft at_16 {killings per pound. 
The only wood ufed in the furnace is pine and fir, which coft from one to two rix-dol- 
lars the cord, according as the winter may happen to be for cold: its annual confump- 
tion is fix hundred cords 5 this meafure is fix feet broad, as many deep, and only three 
feet long, which is the length of the billets. “Chis manufa@tory has but oné furnace in 
conftant work ; it lafts at moft but two or three years: within it is conftruéted of hewn 
ftone, from the ifland of Giland, which tends to fave the wood, without, it is cafed 
with brick, and cofts for its conftrudtion about 200 rix dollars. It requires three or 
four days to heat it; nine hours, at three expofures, to calcine flint, which, at each fe- 
veral time of its being withdrawn, is plunged into coid water. It takes five or fix days 
to melt the white glafs in the furnace; other glafs lefs time according to its having more 
or lefs colour. It requires three hours tb liquify the fod’. The clay of which the moulds; © 
are made comes from Cologne: it is half burned, and half unburned, mixed; thefe 
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moulds will laft for four, five, nay even fix months. ‘The price at prefent is from five 
to fix fkillings the piece, of fifteen pounds weight ; each furnace has fix moulds, one 
at each opening : they are twenty-five inches in diametcr, fixteen deep, and two and a 
half thick : they require to dry fora year in the open air, and afterwards for fome days. 
in an oven before they can be ufed. ‘The ftones with which the ¢laf is polifhed, come 
from the ifland of Gothland, and fometimes from Dalecarlia. “dhe number of work.- 
men is above thirty, fo many being employed on drinking-glaffes ; their pay is eight 
fkillings per day. The annual amount of fale of its manufactured articles, is from so 
to 60,c00 rix-dollars. * : 

Foundry of Mr. Afplund. This foundry is fituated oppofite to the Spinbaus, on the 
other fide of the lake, it is very handfome, and very compleat. _ Mr. Afplund engages 
to execute any orders committed to his care. He makes ufe of no other iron than fuch 
as has been once before caft. The furnaces, of which there are three, are of brick, 
made by the proprietor; he ufed formerly to import bricks from England; but they 
coft him a dollar per hundred nearly, and his annual confumption was fifteen thoufand. 
At prefent he has managed by grinding the bricks of which the former furnaces were 
compofed, and had been thrown afide as ufelefs, and mixing the powder with earth from 
Germany, to-make very good ones, more lafting than the firft; by this means he is 
no longer under neceflity of importing more than about a thoufand every three years. 
His furnaces laft for about four months, melting in them two or three times a day. 
Each fufion confifis of from three to eight fchippunds of iron. The iron fufes in about 
an hour. He works up annually one thoufand five hundred f{chippunds. None but 
mine coal from England is ufed, which cofts g rix-dollars, 18 {killings per laft; his an- 
nual confumption is two hundred laft. When the objeé& to be catt is of {mall fize, the 
metal in fufion is carried in ladles to the moulds; when of confiderable fize the metal 
is conducted to-the mould through a hole made in the furnace. When pans or other 
articles are caft, they are fmoothed, and the work is finifhed. If there fhould chance to 
be a hole or any confiderable defect in the work, it is then broken. A hollow column 
of iron, thirty-four feet high, without the bafe or capital, aninch and a half thick, would 
goft to rix-dollars the {chippund, and would weigh 115 fchippunds ; a Corinthian ca- 
pital would coft two hundred rix-dollars, the whole one thoufand three hundred and fifty 
rix-dollars. Mr, Afplund has commenced a manufacture of fteel, on which he already 
employs more than a fcore of workmen. We faw fome very pretty buttons there, of 
much better polifh than thofe of the manrfacture of Elvius, but he is refolved on felling 
none until he fhall have a confiderable affortment finifhed. Sixty men, altogether, are 
employed in this manufactory, (exclufive of thofe in the iteel works,) forty of which, 
or thereabout, are at the furnace; according to the work they do, they earn from 16 
to 20, and even 30 fkillings a day, at leaft four copper dollars. 

Mr. Ekerman, a mafter weaver at Kongfholm, has difcovered, he fays, the fecret of 
twilting and fpinning, at the fame time, thread and filk together, which renders the 
whole not only ftronger, but the operation much more eafy : he readily fhewed us the 
work itfelf, but not the machinery he employed ; and in order that none may difcover 
it, he employs no workmen; after this the public muft form what opinion it pleafes of 
the merit of the difcovery. 

The ftcel-works are in the north fuburbs, and belong to Mr. E/vius. This isa new 
- eftablifhment, at which but little is manufa€tured of much importance. The fituatioa 
even is bad enough, and ought to be changed. The proprietor complains greatly of his 
-work people, who, fo foon as they get a little mioney, never come back again until the 
whole is expended: and after acquiring a little information, they feel difpofed to re 

6 4 im, 





\ 


FORTIA’S TRAVELS: IN SWEDEN. ¢ 433 


him, expecting to get more with fome other majter: they are paid by the tafk. At this 
manufactory we met with neither handfome workmanfhip nor magazine; much is 
yet to be done ere it become of any confideration. However Mr. Elvius has a fund of 


ope. 
‘i Fhe fo called Porcelaine manufadory, is avery indifferent manufactory of ware, fimi- 
lar to that called Delf, and fituated at Kongtholm. ‘The warehoufe makes a very pretty 
figure indeed: a complete fervice for a dozen, in this ware, in the Engltth tafte colts 
from 30 to 40 rix-dollars, ‘The manufactory occupies a confiderable extent : part of 
the clay comes from Upfal, and feveral pieces even receive their firft burning there ; 
they ule likewife clay brought from France and England. ‘he number of workmen 
employed is twenty-four, feven of which are painters, and four turners. 7 
Clith manufactory. We faw that of Mr. Hebbé adjoining the Dannwikeu. This is 
not the moft confiderable, Mr. Barkins having more than forty looms, Mr. Hebb’ no 
more than thirteen; each of which produces annually fixteen pieces of cloth, from 
eighty to ninety e!ls in length. The dearefi cloth they manufacture is. blue; it cofts 3 
dollars the ell; fine cloth, in other colours, from 2 dollars, 15 fkillings, to 8 plotts ; 
common cloth from 4} plctts to 73 flriped woollen cloth from 7{ plotts to-%3. foldiers 
cloth 40 to 42 fkillings: the credit three months, In every manufactory there is a cer- 
tain number of looms ufed for making of cloth for the troops on account of tie crown: 
the cloth is dyed. on the premifes. ‘Thofe employed in winding and twifting in the 
manufaGory earn at moft but 5 or 6 plotts in a week, working very hard: the fpinners 
earn a great deal, in gaining aploit. All hands counted, three hundred perfons find em- 
ployment here. ‘Ihe fine cloths are fomeiimes eleven quarters wide, but the common 
breadth is.nine quarters. The wool’ is imported from Poland and Holland ; it cofts 
five dollars the lifpund, and lofes 15 per cent. in wafhing. Spanith wool, according to. 
the current price, (1798s) coits from 22 to 24-copper-dallars, and lofes 16 to 25 per 
cent. on account of its being more carefully wafhed. The wool of the country is at 
24, 28, and 32 fkillings, . 
Manufactory of Colours. For a long time the Englifh carried ona confiderable traf. 
fic for moffes, at Gottenburgh, produced in abundance in that part of Sweden: people. 
were at a lofs to know whut ufe they could be put to; at length it was difcovered, that . 
they extracted from them colours for dyeing: the Count de Ruuth, then minifter of 
finance, refolved on fupplanting the Englith in this commerce, and enriching his own 
country by the. acquifition :_he in confequence induced the King to make experiments, 
which ended in the foundation of the eftablifhment in queftion, entirely upon the royal’ 
account, ‘the greateft part of the mofs called lichen Tartareus, comes from Marftrand. 
and its environs: when dry, it is put under a large wheel with ftone edges, after hav- 
ing been ground by it into tolerably fmall duft, it is thrown into large wooden tubs, 
with lime, urine, and other ingredients which remain a fecret. The mixture remains 
in thefe for fix months, during which ‘it is ftirred every day; by degrees it thickens, ” 
the watery particles evaporate, and it becomes at firft thick as mud, and afterwards of 
the confiltence of the marle of grapes; as foon as arrived to this ftate, it is‘cut into 
Tmall pieces, and expofed to dry in a large covered apartment. When dried and har. 
dened, it is pounded in mortars, reduced to a very fine powder, and packed in cafks, 
It is not intended that the fale of it fhall begin until 150,000 pounds weight fhall have 
been prepared. _It_is reckoned, it will obtain fivé rix-dollars 26 fkillings the lifpund 
(eighteen and a half pounds Englifh). A number of experiments have been made with 
it on woollen cloths, which have perfectly fucceeded : the fineft colours yet extracted 
are a violet, a flaxen grev. (sris de Hn.\ and a nlmmh palace feccn. do apo 
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This manufactory employs no more than five or fixhands. The warehoufe is very exten- 
five. There are a,confiderable number of tubs, and an immenfe ftock of urine. The 
mofs is ftirred aboutin the tubs with large flicks, formed at the end in fhape of an oar. 
When we faw this manufactory, permiffion from Count Ruwth was requifite ; but the 
fecret affuredly cannot long remain fuch, . ‘ 

Manufactory of Silk Stockings, and price of Silks. .M. Maezre, a. Frenchman, has 
a manutactory of filk ftockings, with but four and twenty looms: could he find work- 
men, he might employ more; thofe he has ought to make a pair of ftockings daily, but 
never do fo; they are paid a piott per pair for the coarfeft ftockings, and for the fineft,. 
as much as 36 fkillings. M. Mazere manufactures fix dozen pairs weekly.: he is in: 
poffeffion of two looms, newly invented in France, much lefs complicated than others, 
and capable of making two pairs per day. One pound of filk is fufficient at leaft for 
five pair. Silke lofes from 28 to jo per cent. in thé fpinning, dyeing, &c. He imports. 
his filk from different places. All the other manufaétories receive theirs from Burfz, 
moftly through Marfeilles, whither it is brought from the Levant. The charges on it 
are five per cent. infurance, and three per cent. freight and commiflion, in the whole 
about eight percent. Thefe are the only filks allowed to be exported from: France... 
Their coft at Marfeilles is from 13 to 15 livres, this year, 1791, 17 livres. The filk: 
employed in the manufadture of ftuffs, handkerchiefs, and ribbons, is partly organized 
and partly thrown, brought for the moft part from Bazano, fome little from Leghorn.. 
The manufacturers of gauzes employ organized and thrown. filk in their black gauze,, 
but China filk alone for their coloured gauze; they receive it from Gottenburg, whither. 
‘it is brought by ,the-veffels of the Eaft Fadia Company. Commonly the thrown. filk of. 
Bazano and Leghorn, coft at Hambro’ from three and 2 half to four rix-dollars. banco. 
The organized from four to five, and raw filk from three to four, according to quality.. 
China filk cofts ufually at Steckholm from three and a half to four rix-dollars in fpecie,, 
according to the feafons abroad, and the quantity brought by the’ Company... In 1791,. 
it coft four and a half rix-dollars. The filks which come from Hambro’, aré expedited. 
by way of Wifmar, at an expence of five per cent. for freight, infurance, and commif- 
fion. The courfe of exchange between Stockholm and Hambro’, before the creatiom 
of Rik/ens notes, was from 44 to 47 {killings per rix-dollar banco of Hambro”... At pre- 
fent paying in riks gold, it is 54 {killings and 10 per cent. agio. The duty. on the im-. 
portation of filk ftockings, is 21 dollars per dozen: filk ftuffs pay 124 per cent. all other: 
filk manufatures are prohibited. If the King or his minifters by licenfe import any of! 
thefe articles, they pay 75.per roo duty. : 

The cay beets of Mr. Appelquif. Mr. Appelquift is a fkilful mechanift,. poffeffed. 
’ of a very fine eftablifhment at Kongfholm : he manufactures in iron, fteel,. copper, and 
wood, and undertakes any orders in thefe articles that are given to him. His warehoufe- 
is very handfome, and all its contents appeared to us of excellent workmanfhip.. You: 
might here conceive yourfelf even in an Englith warehoufe of the firft corifideration :: 
this artift has travelled to England twice, and fojourned eight years in: that country. 
From his warehoufe we went into his joiner’s fhop, and a large apartment containing 
ten benches, a lath, and a furnace. Here it is where any delicate works in iron, fteel,, 
Gr copper, are manufactured. On the ground floor is a forge, with eight anvils, and a. 
machine for boring cannon : another forge with a large furnace, ated upon by. three. 
pair of bellows, and four anvils. The cannon foundry joins the forge. It contains: 
two reverberating furnaces ; in the next room there is a furnace, a lath, a large anvil, 
and two fmaller. Cannon ‘are founded here of a new defcription, they are of two. 
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apain; it is faftened by a very ftrong bar, which paffes through a hole bored through 
the whole breadth of the piece. An iron handle ferves to work this part of\the cannon 
with facility, a fingle man fufficing 5 this method is however practicable only with {mall 
pieces. Nothing of any-defcription has hitherto been exported from this manufactory ; 
every thing is extremely dear ; it employs no more than forty workmen, who earn a 
plott per diem. : : ‘ 

There are nine /ugar refineries here, one of four boilers, the others of but two or 
three. 

We have before obferved that labour is very dear at Stockholm ; tradefmen are 
confequently obliged to fell in proportion. Generally {peaking their work is well 
done, lefs fo however than in France; and oftentimes you are obliged to wait a long 
time for what you order. Frequently the workmen exact part payment in advance, 
and afterwards furnith their job at-leifure ; this may appear a hardfhip, but it is una- 
voidable. "They never, however, deny the receipt of the money advanced, nor was it 
éver known here that a tradefman changed the goods you have bargained for to 
fubttitate inferior, as is frequently the cafe in a ftate, the neighbour of Sweden. 

Tn almoft all trades, the journeymen have a box to which they monthly fubfcribe a 
certain fum. From this box, when ill and unable to work, they are paid 24 fkillings 
-weekly, and in cafe of death their friends receive 20 rix-dollars for their interment*. 

‘There were in Stockholm, in 1799, five hundred and fixty-four manufactories of filk, 
cotton, wool, thread, iron, and fteel, which gave employnient to eleven thoufand two 
hundred and fifty perfons, mafters, and journeymen, and furnifhed goods to the value of 
1,200,000 rix-dollars. 


} 
\ 


Cuar. 1X.—Different Orders of Seveden.— Ceremony of 13th February 1791. 


IN Sweden there are four orders, one of which open to civil and military characters, 
one purely military, and two'to civil alone. 

Feflival of the order of the Seraphim, On the 28th April (1791) the minifters and 
foreigners went at eleven o’clock in the morning to the apartment of the Marthal of 
the court, to breakfaft. The mafter of the ceremonies coming to inform us that we 
might attend the /ever of the King, we croffed the court of the caftle with the diplo- 
matic body, without any attention to ceremony. ‘We paffed through two ranks of fol- 
diers on carpeting, to the ftaircafe which leads to His Majelty’s chamber. As we en- 
tered the room, we were ftruck by the various ceremonial dreffes worn on that day ; 
each order wearing one peculiar to itfelf: the Swedes prefent not belonging to any of 
the orders, were either full dreft, or in uniform; of the latter but few. The drefs of 
the Order of the Seraphim is white with black ftripes, the thoes black and white, a round 
hat, covered with a white plume of feathers. . (The King alone was dreft in cloth of 
filver.}) Thedrefs of the Order of the Sword is of tky-blue, and differs immaterially 
from the court drefs, which is ftriped with white filk. The drefs of the Order of the 
Polar Star is crimfon, with white ftripes. All the dreffes are fhaped after the national 
cut, and their diverfity has a fingular and very pleafing effeét; the blue colour alone 


ee Is it not ridiculous that 20 rix-dollars fhould be expended for the burial of a workman; would not 
this {um be infinitely better difpofed of if given to his family? The Swedes indeed are bigotted to fplendid 
funerals, and every one muft have his ‘whim ! Nothing can be imagined more curious than their coffia 
fhops; fome of them are gilt, fome carved or painted : a fpectator in one of thefe, would, in hort, conceive 
himfelf rather in a furniture warchoufe than an undertaker’s fhop. vA : 
3K 8 being 
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being rather too gay for the Commanders and Grand Croffes of the Sword, who can~ 
not be young people. The coat, waifteoat, breeches, and cloak, are feverally of the 
fame colour in each of the orders: all the knights wear white ftockings, with white 
rofes in their fhoes. The Prince Royal alone wore a coat of cloth of gold, on account 
of his not having yet been invefted with the Sword. ‘The levee being ended, we re- 
paired to a gallery in the chapel, fet apart for minilters and foreigners who had been 
prefented at court. The King entered in all the luxury of royal pomp, announced by 
mufic, and feated himfelf in a filver chair, beneath a canopy fronting the church. (This 
ceremony ought to have takem place in the church.of Redderholm, but the King pre- 
fers the chapel of the caftle, as being more near and more convenient.) Qn the left, 
bencath a canopy, were three chairs with the arms of the Emprefs, the King of Pruftia, 
and King of Denmark: on one fide upon a turning, chairs of a fmaller fize for princes 
of royal blood, not yet fovereigns. On the right and left of the King, were His Ma. 
jefy’s two brothers, with their officers behind them, and an officer belonging to the 
guards; the other Knights were afterwards placed on the right and left according to 
their anceftry, each feated on a cufhion of crimfon velvet, and bearing above his arms. 
In the middle of the choir, the four novices to be inftalled awaited the ceremony, feated 
on railed benches, each between two Knights who were to ferve for their fponfors ;. on 
a line fronting the altar, were the Knights of the other orders with their heralds at arms, 
the drefs of whom is abfolutely the fame as that of the heralds of France, with the ex- 
ception of crowns inftead of fleurs de lys. Service being finifhed (a ceremony, which, 
thanks to the fermon of the Bifhop of Wefteros, Grand Almoner of the order, was of 
fufficient duration), the three grand officers approached the altar to receive the cordong 
laid on cuthions, as well as the book which contains the form of oath to be taken on 
the occafion. One of the Knights then rofe for the fword of the kingdom, and placed 
himfelf by the fide of the King, holding it drawn. It is cuftomary for the Chancellor 
of the order to make a fpeech, .in which he expreffes the motives which have induced 
the King to grant the Order of the Seraphim to fuch and fuch Knights; as His Majefty 
himfelf executed the funétion of Chancellor, he put on his hat and made a fpeech of 
nearly half an hour’s duration. ‘The four Knights inftalled, were General Platen, 
Baron Armfeldt, Count Munok, and Count Oxenfiiern; the two latter fill civil appoint. 
nyents; the two former general officers diftinguifhed themfelves in the late war, which 
His Majefty did not fail, in his addrefs, to notice with his ufual grace. 

The four new Knights knelt and took the oath, they were then admitted one after 
the other. TheKing ties the chai of the order round the neck, and afterwards {trikes 
the novice three times on the fhoulder with the flat part of the fword, then drawing off 
his glove, prefents his hand to be kiffed. The Knight then embraces every fellow 
Knight in fucceflion, and after embracing the Princes of the blood, kiffes their hand : 
he is conftantly attended by his fponfors. -The King withdrew with the fame parade 
he entered, and dined in public with the Knights of the order, whe, during the whole 
of dinner, remained covered. The carving fquire alone ferved all round the table. In 
the evening a court is held; the Knights of the Seraphim on this occafion wear a crim 
fon coat with gold facings, and two_fimilar ftripes at the two corners of their cloak. 
After cards, a grand fupper was given’: except on this occafion, we never faw the two 
princes of the blood royal at the fame table with His Majefty in public. The Knights 
of this order, if of the military profeffion, wear as well the crofs of the Order of the 
Sword, and of the Polar Star, if in civil life. The number of them is twenty-four, 


exclufive of the King, the Swedith and foreign Princes. The infignia are a large en 
Uca 
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blue-fhot ribbon, faftened from the right fhoulder to the left fide, and a (iver plate on 
the left fide, on which is engraven, IHS. with a crofs above, furrounded by the three 
crowns of Sweden. ‘The chain is formed of croffes and heads of cherubims alternately. 
‘The Knights admitted wear the plate without thé ribbon until the period of their 
inftallation. ‘ 

The Order of the Sword, This order confined to the military alone, is divided into 
three clafles, exactly in the fame manner as was the order of St. Louis in France: the 
ribbon is yellow, edged with blue, and is worn from right to: left; the plate on the left 
fide is of gold. The crofs reprefents on one fide the arms of Sweden, and in the midit 
a fword upright. On the reverfe, a fword run through a crown of laurel, with thefe 
words, Pro Patria. The reigning Sovereign has inftituted a fourth clafs, to which 
none are admitted but in the time of war ; it requiring the companion propofed fhould. 
firft have gained a vittory either by fea or land as commander in chief. The King 
himfelf could not obtain this diftintion but by the fuffrage of the army, and Gufta. 
vus III. was unwilling to affume this honourable order before the third campaign, ale. 
though he had well deferved it previoufly ; he ftood in the lift for reception only ace 
cording to the date of his pretenfions, ‘This order is worn, (by fuch as have no other 
than the fmall crofs, and wear it in its place,) en fautoir, on the neck. Thofe who are 
decorated with the large ribbon, wear a fmali filver fword on the left fide, fuch as wear 
the plate, have two filver fwords below, crofled. The cafe is the fame with the Knights 
of the Seraphim, who moreover wear the cordon croffed at the neck :. the number of 
Knights of this order is not limited for either of the claffes. 

Order of the Polifh Star. This is a civil order, defigned for the reward of minifters, 
ambaffadors, and other perfons employed by the government. It is divided into two” 
claffes, Commanders and Knights; the former wear a grand white crofs on the breaft, 
faftened toa black ribbon, and a ftar embroidered with filver on the left fide. The 


Knights have only the fmall crofs, faftened with a black ribbon to the button hole: the - . 


number of the order is unlimited. 

Order of Vafa, "This was eftablifhed in 1772, by Guttavus III. It is intended as a: 
diflingtion for fkilful artifts, merchants of merit, and perfons employed in mining, ma-- 
nufactories, &c. The Knights wear a golden fheaf, (the arms of Guftavus Vafa,) ful. 
pended from the neck with a green ribbon, of that colour to fpecify that this honour is: 
{pecially intended for the encouragement of agriculture. ‘The Grand Crofles, which. 
are four in number, and the eight Commanders, wear a large green ribbon from right: 
to left, and the plate on the left fide, or the ribbon by itfelf. The Marquis de Mirae 
beau was made a Grand Crofs at the firft inftitution of the order, and was not replaced: 
until 1791. ‘The two firft claffes are obtained at once, without pafling from the third, 
of which latter clafs, few are promoted to the others. 

Ceremony of the 13th February, 1791. In commemoration of the two viGories of 
Fredericfhamm and Svenkund, on the «5th May and gth June, 1790, the King ordered: 
a medal to be ftruck, defcribing the number of fhips taken from the enemy in thefe 
two engagements, in order to decorate therewith the officers who were prefent. The 
fuperior officers (of the ftaff) wear it fufpended from the neck, as well as the King’s 
aides de camp: the other officers, of a fmaller fize, at their button hole 3; each faftened 
toa gold chain. In order to make this ceremony the more {plendid, the King, in the 
uniform of the navy, (blue waiftcoat and breeches,) entered the chapel with the fame - 
train as follows him on the moft folemn occafions. ‘He feated himfelf in a filver chair, 
railed to fome height upon a number of fteps ; befide him was the ftandard, or nee 

the. 
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the royal flag, the fame he had on board his loop during the aftion *. Alter fervice, 
a fermon preached by the Bifhop of Vexiceu the grand almoner, His Majefty advanced 
towards the altar, and turning to the officers feated on benches at the right and left, 
addreffed them for the fpace of a quarter of an hour nearly. (We ufed our beft en- 
deavours, but fruitlefsly, to procure bis fpeech, the King informing us that he had made 
many, and that as he could not call ta mind his exact words, it would not be publithed. 
It was given in the moft graceful manner, with fuch a feduétive tone of voice as caufed 
ais, from being fpe€tators of the fenfations it excited, to be greatly anxious to have a 
copy.) Two perfons having brought the medals to the King, His Majefty took one 
and decorated himfelf therewith ; afterwards the names of the officers were read, for 
whom any of them sere intendéd, whether abfent or prefent : fuch as were prefent, 
_ knelt before the King and kiffed his hand, His Majelty fattening the chain on which the _ 
medal was fufpended, about the necks of the officers of the ftail, and giving it fimply 
into the hands of the others. The medal is of gold, in form of a buckler, and on the 
geverfe is infcribed the number of veffels taken at Fredericfhamm and Svenkfund, or at 
the one or the other only, according to which battles the party to whom they were given 
had been prefent, on the other fide is a winged woman, ftanding on the prow of a gal- 
Jey, with both arms extended, holding crowns, Notwithftanding the length of this 
ceremony, which lafted more than three hours, the King preferved the fame dignified 
and affable manner throughout, without once teftifying the leaft fign of fatigue, or defire 
of abridging his duty ; he faluted each of the officers who came to receive medals, in 
the moft polite and nobly eafy manner, yet was it not difficult to diftinguith by his more 
or lefs affeCtionate {queeze of their hands, thofe who mott particularly enjoyed his con- 
fidence and.efteem. Many officers receiyed the medal, who really appeared mere boys, 
which gave additional intereft to the ceremony, and made the fronger impreflion on 
the minds of the fpeétators, at leait if we are to judge from our own fenfations. How 
much is fuch a ceremony as this fuperior to thole imitations in pradtice in all countries, 
when the fovereign, coldly diftributing tibbons or croffes, (which moft commonly are 
but fo many tokens of the old age of the perfon honoured,) if they be the reward of 
prilliant a€tions, is occafionally ignorant where they occurred! Here we fee a monarch 
recompenfing his brave fubjeéts, fubjects who have ferved their country'before a mo- 
narch’s eyes, open to appreciate their. merit, and who in his diftribution of infignia, 
begins with invefting himfelf with the medal, in earning which, he bore with them a 
part. The King conftantly wears, and even takes pride in difplaying it, fattened to a 
gold chain of exquifite workmanthip, made.at Stockholm. The officers decorated with 
the medal, are obliged to wear it conftantly. - ; : a 
Here it may not be amifs to fay fomething of this multitude of orders which exift in 
the {tates of the North: they are condemned by fome, but have our approbation. Tt 
is a very fortunate thing for a poor country, that a few ribbons, a few plates properly 
diftributed, fhould fatisty thofe who have well deferved of their country, and whofe fer- 
vices it would otherwife embarrafs much the government to reward. © We fhall further 
- add, that orders and honorary employments excite greater emulation than, pecumary 
"gifts, It would be ftill better doubtlefs, if the man who has real claims to the gratitude 


* A fimilar flag in one of the aGions during this war, was faved by fome Swedith failors, who rather 
chofe to throw it overboard than fuffer it to be taken by the Ruffians. ‘Thefe latter did not a& in the 
fame manner with refpect to that of their admiral, or rather let.us fay, the imperial colours entrufted to the 
Prince of Naflau, with hopes of fuccefs but rafhly formed, if we be allowed to judge from the refult. 
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ef his fellow citizens, were content with an oaken crown and a public infcription: He 
has well deferved of bis country: but man in the prefent age is far from this noble fim- 
plicity, he is governed by prejudices of too ftrong afcendancy, not to look upon this as 
an ideal payment for his labours. | Until the univerfe become enlightened by that great 
people which has declared itfelf the light and pattern of the world ; until philofophy 
fhall have extended its beneficent influence to all clafles of fociety, people of the North 
_and South, whofe fervices are repaid by ribbons, and croffes, preferve them, blefs them, 
know that man in a favage flate is not unacquainted with orders ; for Captain Wilfon » 
met with an Order of the Bone in the Pelew illands. Infenfate as we are, we feck to 
carry back man in a polifhed ftate beyond the fimplicity of natural man, Let us forego 
‘the vanity of being more wife than nature, nor ftrive to furpafs, content with imitating, 
her in her works. Alas! how far are we from this ! 


.Cuar. X.—Caflles of the King.—Drottningholm.—-The Environs of Stockholm. 


HIS Majefty has fome chateaux in the neighbourhood of Stockholm, and two others 
fome miles diftant thence, which we fhall notice, Grip/holm and Stromfbolm. Drottning- 
holm (or Queen’s ifland) is one mile from Stockholm, in an ifland of lake Moeler: this 
is the moft elegant of all the royal houfes, and on eyery account deferves particular in- 
fpection. The saftle is on the border of the lake, which has from this fpot a moft. 
fuperb appearance; the fituation in fummer is delightful, and its gardens, which are 
extenfive, are at the back, It has an impofing appearance: each of its two facades, 
which are regular, has one and thirty windows, without including two round pavilions 
at the ends. Near it are a number of other buildings, capable of houfing a hundred 
and feventy gentlemen. The princes and princeffes have feparate pavillions contiguous 
to the caftle. The front next the lake has a grand. flight of fteps with a baluftrade, on: 
which are placed a number’ of flower-pots made of iron. It has four open arcades, the 
middle ones ferving for entrances: on a fort of platform between the caftle and the 
flight of fteps, are two fmall ftatues in bronze ; between the fteps and the lake, a Nep- 
tune of the fame. On the top of the fteps, two marble lions holding fhields, upon the 
different fteps a number of marble ftatues. On the oppofite fide next the caftle, there 
is a terrace along the whole front, ornamented with a baluftrade and two ftatues in 
bronze; a large grafs plot planted with yew, and feveral fmall bafons in but indifferent 
order. Inthe middle is a large bafon, with an Hercules crufhing the hydra, and feveral 
figures grouped around, all in bronze. By the fide of the bafon are two {mall figures 
in bronze. As you defcend from the middle of the terrace, you: fee four large vafes 
and four ftatues of the fame metal, tw» of which natural as life. At each extremity of 
the terrace is an iron gate, over one of them is two lions, and on the fide two figures- 
holding cyphers, {mailer than life: on the other are two horfes, fmaller than the natural 
fize, the whole in bronze. ‘The ftatues, as well as every thihg in bronze, were taken 
at Prague ;. on one of thefe vafes is ftill to be feen the cypher of the Emperor Ferdi- 
nand. Thefe pieces are in the ftyle of the Tufcan fchool,. one in which a number of 
Germans ftudied at that time. 

The Interior. As you enter the:caftle from the garden fide, you have on the left two 
antichambers; in the fecond.is the reprefentation in a picture of a Laplander in his- 
fledge, drawn by a reindeer. A cabinet in which are fome paintings, porcelain, and 
' China figures: here is to be feen the firft porphyry vafe manufaétured in Sweden : on- 
the right is the King’s bedchamber, it is richly ornamented with gilding, and Screg 

_ furnifhed.- 
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furnithed. ° Two vafes‘of porcelain four feet high. Among other things, two paint. 
ings by hrenftrabe, regarded as a Swedifh painter, although he was not born in Swe- 
gen. He lived in the time of Charles XI. and was ennobled by the name of Kleecher! 
An apartment containing divers pictures, ferves as a paflage to the library.- The fuc- 
ceeding room communicates directly with the library ; in it are two fine antique bults, 
and fome elegant modern pieces, (Edipus by Gagnerot. Ariadne by Vertinuller, and 
diferent paintings by Watteau and Chardin. The /ibrary is a' very handfome room, 
sornamented with great tafte : independant of the choice books it contains, there are in 
ita pretty numerous collection of Etrufcan vafes, fome of which are valuable. A fin- 
gular vafe four feet high, found in the country. Guftavus Vafa in wax, under glafs, 
very {mall and exquifitely well executed ; and two {mall antique ftatues in a kneeling 
potture,-in marble. Manufcripts are feen in abundance, many of which ineftimable : 
the librarian, Avr. Leopold, not having thought proper to take the trouble of fuffering 
‘us to examine them minutely *, we fhall only cite thirty-/ix volumes on the Swedifh hif- 
sory, beginning with Guitavus Vafa: Divers reflections, a manufcript by Queen Chriftina: 
a manulcript of Charles XII. when a boy ; in one part of which vincere aut mori. The 
Jibrary is ornamented with analogous in{criptions: over the door by which you enters. 
. Artibus pectora mollifeunt, afperitafque fugit (the temper of man is foftened by the arts, 
and all its ruggednefs difmiffed).. Over the fham doors onthe fide: Neque fi charta 
_JSileant quod benefeceris, mercedem tuleris. : . : ee 








.Nor.do you gain your due renown, = 
eee Unlefs your worthy deeds in hiftory be thewa. .. 
* Carmina fit vivax virtus, experfque fepulchri, 7 


~ Immortal virtue lives in Jafting fong, 
: A\nd-mocks the tomb. 


‘Over the door at the end: Cordis et oris opting ef? harmonja, beft is the harmony of 
heart ‘and tongue. . On the fides oppofite to each other, Vincit ingenium probitas 
{honefty is above genius). _ Studio minuente labores (flackening your ftudy you en- 
~¢reafe your toil). Moniti meliora fequamur (follow better counfel). Vitd et pectore 
puro (with life unfullied and a confcience clear). The next apartment is a cabinet of 
‘books ; it contains a model in re/ievo of the temple of Ifis at Pompeia. « A ftove with two 
‘columns of green antique marble. ‘Pwo large vafes on candelabras after the antique, 
eight feet high, with white mafks on the vafes. An antique ftatue of a woman repre- 
fenting fculpture, and fome other matters of but flight importance. The Cabinet of 
. Medals comprifes a very fine colle€tion of Greek, Roman, and ancient of all nations, 
_4n eight cafes, which contain more than twelve thoufand drawers : ‘among the Swedifh, 
are a {mall medal taken to be of King Bieurn, but this is doubtful ; another thought to 
be of Olaus; a Stros Konung, very rare, {truck from all appearance in England ; a very 
"rare medal, the fize of a half dollar piece, of Gufavus I. ftruck at Upfal. We were.” 
‘not able to go over this colle€tion minutely, as it was undergoing an arrangement 3 the 
perfon employed for the purpofe having underhandedly difpofed of feveral pieces, had 
‘been difmiffed, fince when, His Majefty keeps the key of it himfelf. This will be the 
proper place to introduce an account of Swedifh medals. ‘ 


' 


‘* Asa matter of comfort on this-feore, His Majefty told us that he himfelf could not have the atténd= 
ance of his librarian at all times he wifhed. -Neverthelefs we felt ourfelves much hurt at fuch a procedure, * 
_ happening ina country where we had met fo few examples of difcourtefy. 
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* & According to the work entitled Thefaurus nummorum Sucogotbicoru, by Bremer, ~ 
in quarto, Stockholm, 1731, the moft valuable and {carce Swedifh medais are the fols 
owing : that of Haquinus frater Erici magni, who lived in 1360, it was found in Dale- 
carlia. On one fide of it is his portrait, with Hacwinus Dux Norvegie, on the other a 
crofs between three rofes, and moneta Eaflcia. The author is unacquainted with any 
other. Sten Siure, the younger, was the firft that ever ftruck emblazoned pieces. On 
one fide is the head of St. Eric, with this infcription: S. Ericus: Rex Suecia; on the 
other the arms of Sweden quartered, with this legend: Mone Stockhelm, 1512. . The-- 
author had feen but two befides thofe he himfeli-poffeffed. Nummi cujufdam p/eudo— 
Sturti vulgd dale junckaren didi, qui anno 1524, contra Guflavum primum. Regen Suecie 
feditionem conciliavit. . This bears on one fide the letter N with a crown furrounded 
by two fmall crofles and two rings: about, Nicolaus Sture ; on the other fide 
with three crowns and this legend, M..M. in vallibus, meaning money of } 
valley. It is a well eftablifhed fat in hiftory, that this falfe Smre remained for a long 
time in Dalecarlia, in the neighbourhood of Mora. There is another finaller coin of 
the fame Sture, which is likewife very rare. A gold coin of Guftavus I., on one fide 
he is reprefented crowned, with a {word in his right hand, and a globe and crofs in the 
other, between his legs a fhield: the infcription, Gu/favus Dei gratia Suecorum Rex ; 
on the reverfe, another fhield quartered, in two of the quarters are blazone’t the three 
crowns, in each of the other two a lion; around, monet. nova Stockol. 1528. ‘This crown 
is called nummus aureus inauguralis. This fingular piece is where it ought to be, in the 
King’s poffeflion; the author never faw a-fimilar. There is a filver coin of fimilar . 
ftamp, which is alfo extremely rare. The author {peaks of one in his collection as the 
only one he ever faw. Guftavus Adolphus with his Queen Eleanor, a gold coin of two 
, ducats value. On one fide are the heads of the King and Queen, with this infcription: 
Guftavus Adolphus et Maria Eleonora Rex et Regi. Suec. on the reverfe, contra fpem 
in fpem: at the bottom, the arms of the city of Augfburg, and the date 1632, In the 
midit two fhields ; on that of the right the arms of Sweden and Gothland, on that of 
the left thofe of Brandenburg. _ This piece is lefs valuable for its rarity than for its being 
the éarlieft on which are impreffed. the heads of the King and Queen conjoiatly, and 
the arms of Sweden united with thofe of Brandenburg.” _ 

Within the fame cabinet are many antique bufts and fimall flatues of the gods. 
Models in cork of the temple of Tivoli, of the foldiers barracks at Pompeia, and the 
Capo di bove at Rome. A collection of books analogous to the contents of the cabinet. 
A paflage with a gallery above the chapel. On a table, the dwarf of King Staniflaus, 
dreft, known by the name of Bébé. In wardrobes, a collection of minerals, and a large 
piece of pretendedly native iron in a copper box. ; 

Cabinet of Natural Hiftory. This belonged to the laft Queen, and is defcribed by 
Linnaeus. It is at prefent under the care of Mr. Swarts, of whom we have fpoken de- 
fervedly before. |. The following are the moft interefting articles the cabinet contains. 
Among a preat collection of animals preferved in fpirits of wine, are a number of mon- 
keys of different fpecies, one of the rareft of which is the Simia Ethicps; befides thefe, 
the Dafypus fexcintus, vefpertilio leporinus, mus longipes, mus volans, and the herboa 
Arabum ; the embrio of an elephant. Capra perpufilla. Among the birds, pfittacus fe- 
verus, minimus, Alexandri ; picus femi-rofiri ; paradifa regia, flava ; charadius lencurus 3 
turdus hamatodor ; trochilus niger ; lamius doliatus'; ramphaftor piperinorus picatus aracari, 
plateles pigmaa ; et pipra aureola, Of amphibious animals: cecilia lentaculate amphif- 
tena alba ; anguis bipes ; coluber calamarius; albus, regine, aurora, miliaris, buccatus, 
candidus, corallinus, bypocrcpis ; vipera Egypti, lebetrinis, padera, fitula, Syria, ingularis, 
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haje ; lacerta tigrina, azurea, bifpea, teguixin, barbara, frellio ; teftudo ferpentina Amboi- 
wenfis ; rana ladtea, marginata, cornuta, gibbofa; tetraodon lineatus, ocellatus ; et pegafus 
volitans. Of filhes: gobius aphya, niger ; chetodon ciliaris, capiftratus, arcuatus ; feiana 
bimaculata ; zeus vomer, fpinofus ; uranofcopus pictus ; calichytys tamoata ; labnis juli, 
paraticus, niloticus, aut Nilis lufcus ; pleuroneétes ocellatus, limanda ; gymnotus pinguis ; 
perca labrax, nnilatica, coftoides, vittata, feriba ; trigla cucullus ; cobitis anableps ; filurus 
myjftus, anguillaris, undecimalis, clarias ; falmo niloticus ; efox fphyrana ; atherina flepfe- 
tus ; clypea myftus, cyprinus, niloticus, dentex.; et mormyrus cyprincides, anguilloides. OF 
infects, many /carabei from America; fearabeus facer, gigas, feaber, longipes, Syriacus, 
ceratonia, carmatus ; chryfolomela facra ; curculio Indus, pufio, vaginalis, difpar, argyreus, 
Speciofus, cornutus, Capenfis, et attelabus, fipylus ; many Cerambyces allo from Ame- 
rica; the elater Syriacus, meloé Syriacis, biatta Aigyptiaca, gryllus gongylodes, Aigyps 
tius ; and a number of others, among them, cimex Arabs, ferratus, bisundlatus Lgyp- 
tiacus, Of butterflies, 4 very fine colle€tion, which gave riio to a highly efteemed work 
from the pen of Mr: Clerk. A number of eray filh, of very fingular and various fpecies, 
Of thells: Lepas mitella, myaperna, vulfella, folen cultellus, radiatus, aratinus ; a folaris, 
two inches and a half in diameter; ¢ellina gargadiagari ; cardium coftatum, cardia; 
donax feortum ; venus zigzag 3 fpondylus regius ; chama cordiformis; arca glycimeris ; oftrea 
pallium, felis, pes, opercularis, ifegnomon malleus ; mytilus frons ; pinna digiti, formis, face 
cata, lobata ; a conus princeps, of two inches, extremely rare; a number of harps, one 
of which three inches and a half long 5 ammiralis fummus fpetrum ; bulla ampulla, phyfis 
eanalicula folidalis ; voluta porphyria, pertufa, Athiopica ; ftrombus latiffimus, epidromis, 
urceus, ater ; trochus telefcopius ;-aturbo perfonatus, fealaris, of nearly two inches ; , helix 
hyanthena, amarula, haliotcidea ; nerita canvena, albamen, corona ; baliotis marmorata, 
parva, patella, porcelana, anguis ; ferpula lumbricalis anguina ; a mitella, very rare, and 
an argonaut of cight inches, The collection of corals, millepores, madrepores, and fubi= 
pores, from the Baltic, Red, and: Indian feas, is very perfect. The collection of minerals 
very feleét. A large mummy in good prefervation, of unufual fize. Among the col- 
leétion of plants is that made by Mr. Hafélquifz, in the Levant, and particularly in Pa- 
leftine, and that made by Mr. Kalm in North America. The cabinet contains a {mall 
library of analogous books, : 

‘The Queen’s apartments are not very numerous, they confift of three rooms and an 
audience chamber, all of them furnifhed after the antique. ‘ihe audience chamber is 
full of paintings by Ebrenfrail; fix of them are large, and reprefent an allegorical feries 
of the hiftory of Sweden, in which the. réign of Charles XI. is moft particularly diftin- 
guifhabie ; ive ceiling is beautiful. In a hall adjoining are feven portraits and two hif- 
torical paintings. In the gallery, ten large pictures and two above the door, feverally 
reprefenting battles of Charles Guftavus. In the firft above the door, Charles X. with 
feveral gentlemen in his fuite, furrounded by Polith coffacks, cutting their way through 
them; neither time nor place are defignated. In the /econd, nothing is to be feen but 
heaps of dead, and troops engaging. Near the oppofite door, the battle of Colembo, 
which took place on the 8th February, 1686, and in which Charles X. gained a com- 
plete victory over the Poles. Next the door, in a large painting the battle of Gnefna 
is reprefented, fought on the 27th April, 1756, and in which Duke Adolphus John, as 
Generallifimo, defeated the Polifh army, and obtained confiderable booty. Of four 
large pittures which fucceed, the firft reprefents the battle of Philippove, on the 12th 
October, 1656, in which General Guftavus Quo Stenéock defeated the Lithuanian army 
and ten thoufand Tartars ; the three others the battle of Warfaw, in 1656, on the 18th, 
agth, and 2cth July, in which Charles X. entirely routed the Polifh army. Four pic- 
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tures are placed againtt the piers between the windows ; in the firft the Poles, by Prince 
Honiefpolki their reprefentative, take the oath of fidelity to Field Marfhal Count Witten- 
berg, a circumftance which took place on the 16th Odtober, 1655. The fecond repre- 
fents the paflage of the Little Belt on the goth January, 16§8, and the defeat of the” 
Danes by Charles X. in the ifland of Funen. The third, the paflage of the Great Belt 
on the 7th February, 1658. The fourth pi€tures the ceremony of Count Potofki, as 
deputy from the Poles, tendering the oath of fidclity to Count Douglas, on the 34 No- 
vember, 1655, at Sandomir. ‘The next apartment is full of family pieces. A number 
of rooms fucceed, in one of which fome handfome tapeftry of the Gobelins, thé lah an 
antichamber, containing hunting pieces. On the large flair cafe, the nine Mufes in 
marble, natural fize, Apollo and Minerva the fame, all modern. Many bufts'in mar. 
ble. On the landing place between the windows, in bronze, a Centaur carrying off a 
young girl, and Mercury with a lion. Two apartments, the one a reading clofet, the 
other a card room with blue furniture; this laft has a ftove in it with Chinefe figures, 
+ prefented by the Emprefs of Ruffia. A paintlig reprefenting His prefent Majefty, then 
Prince-royal, on horfeback, led by a page, painted by Breda a Swede, now in London. 
Charles XIf. on foot. Eighteen portraits, principally of his generals, fome of thofe of 
CharlesXI. Three battle pieces, one the fight of Helfinburg in 1710, the other the inva- 
fion of Zeelandin t7oo, A gallery correfponding with that before defcribed, contains a 
fimilar number of paintings, reprefenting the victories of Charles XI; over the door is 
Charles XI. followed by Count Dahlberg, galloping up to the left wing of his army, 
with which he drove the Danes from off the field on the 4th December, 1756. -Ad- 
joining is a large painting which reprefents the battle of Yttes-hed, near Reunneberga hills 
in Scania, where Charles XI. obtained a victory over Chriftian V. On the principal 
wall, four large pictures of the battle of Lund, in which Charles XI. attacked the Da- 
nifh army four feveral times in as many different pofitions, and defeated. it on the 4th 
December, 1676. Near the oppofite door a large piece, the battle of Halm/tadt, where 
Charles XI. beat the Danes near Fyllebro, the 17th Auguft, 1676. Over the door, 
Charles XI, is feen occompanied by Generals Afchenberg and Dabiberg, cutting their 
way through twenty-one fquadrons of the enemy’s cavalry to affift the left wing of his 
army.on the 4th December, 1676. Between the windows, the battle of Rugen on the 
gth January, 1678, in which the Swedes under general Koning/mark, entirely defeated 
the Danes and their allies. The fiege of Malmoe, with Chriftian V. before the town, 
on the 6th June, 177.- A picture of the pafiage of the Gauthg river effeCted by Count 
Guftavus Stenbock, and owing to which the Danifh General Dunkan was obliged to raife 
the fiege of Bohus on the 19th July, 1678. Another difplaying the Dane and Norwee 
gian forces combined before the town. : oaks 

There are a number of {mall apartments at the end of this gallery, (in one of which 
on the floor, were the likenefles of the King of France and the Emprefs of Ruflia,) 
which are to hang together in a gallery, wherein is to be exhibited the different battles 
fought in the reign of Guftavus IIL: De/pres is charged with the execution of this plan. 
There are to be eleven pieces, of the names of which this painter holds a lift. A grand . 
faloon almoft fquare, which formerly ferved as a hall of aflembly for the ftates, is 
intended to be inagnificently decorated under the dire¢tion of the fame artift. 

The play-houfe is without the cattle ; it coft 66,000 rix-dollars building: the benches 
rife in an amphitheatre, and there are-no boxes, unlefs indeed a few clofe to the ftage 
for the King, Prinees, &c. It is a very handfome faloon thirty-eight ells in length by 
feventeen wide, and twenty-feven high. The attors and atrefles have all of them apart- 
ments either within the building or adjoining. The gardens are pleafant, ‘The ifland 
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of Apollo and the Chinefe -pleafure-houfe, in which every thing correfponds with its 
title, are highly deferving of notice : occafionally His Majefty dines here, it is called at” 
times Cantoz, which has given name to a fort of village about a quarter of.a league from 
the caftle, confilting wholly of country boxes. The King fpends four or five months 
at Drottingholm, in a very numerous circle, and the refidence is exceedingly pleafant. 
The paffage thither fix years ago was far from pleafant, fince in coming from Stock- 
holm, you had to go acrofs the lake which is very wide, and the ferry, always incon- 
venient, was fometimes dangerous. At prefentit is excellent from one end to the other, 
in many places the road is cut out of the rock, and finifhed in every part at a very great 
expence. In going to the caftle from Stockholm you pafs over three bridges, the firit of 
nine hundred feet, the fecond one thoufand four hundred, and the third, which joins 
Drottingholm, feven hundred ; the latter caft 5000 rix-dollars, and was completed in ° 
two and twenty days. In the neighbourhood of this bridge it is that an obelifk of granite 
fifty feet in height is.to be ereéted, on the right coming from Stockholm, to comme 
morate the completion of this-charming piece of road, a mile* in length from caftle to . 
caftle, and which fpace the late King was wont.to travel over in fixteen or feventeen 
minutes. : a 

Carlberg, near the lake on the north, is, as it were, in-the fuburbs of Stockholm, | 
which are joined to it by a long alley of trees: the King no longer refides here, and 
the Queen but vifits it for a ride; the houfe has little to boaft, the gardens are pleafant. 
This hcuf2 was, in 1792, fet apart as a new fchool for cadets. 

Stwarifixu isa caftle in an ifland of lake Mceler, two miles from the city. It was in- 
habited vy the Queen Dowager, buit fince herdeath was empty up ta 1791, when the 
King made a prefent of it to his fifter ; it contains nothing worth notice, é 

Ulriefdal, half a mile from Stockholm on the road to Updfal, is much larger than the 
‘two caltles before mentioned; the King moftly pays it a vifit once a year: it has nothing 

worth notice. 

Haga is a {mall pavilion, a quarter of a league from thé north gate : it is very agree- 
ably fituated in mid{t of woods and on the brink of a lake: within, it is furnifhed under 
“the direction of Mafrellier, with the greateft elegance, and was the favorite refidence of 

the late King, who {pent weeks together here, even in the depth of winter. In 1791 a 
new palace was begun, which was on a magnificent feale. Defpres was the architect, 
the foundations were already laid, and it was to be finifhed by 1796, but whether it has 
been proceeded upon or not, we are ignorant, The beautiful groupe of Cupid and 
Pyiche, which we before-have noticed, was to be removed to Haga: for its reception 
the King ordered a temple to be built entirely after the antique;, it was to form a fquare, 
atthe bottom was to be a niche, and the light to proceed. from above, What poffibly 
tended to encreafe the inclination of His Majefty towards this retreat, was the circum- 
flance of the revolution of 1772 being planned in a little corner of the garden, which 
is vifited with much iatereft. His Majelty has ordered a refervoir to be cut in the rock, 
adjoining a fmalk lake which you pafs along, coming from the city, to furnifh water, and 
facilitate the conftruétion of jets d’eau and cafcades. It will be a very handfome piece 
of work if completed. Vifitors to this fummer-houfe wear a particular uniform, with 
-which none but perfons. of great diftinction are favoured by His Majefty. — - 

The Park. ‘This is the moft frequented {pot in the neighbourhood of Stockholm, 
en account of its proximity ; it is Atuated towards the eaft; without the town on the 
fea fide. It is cuftomary for folks to repair hither on May-day, the fame as thofe of 


* A Swedith mile, fix and a half miles Englith, - 
-5*- Paris,. 
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Paris, at Longchamps, on All Saints. The King appearsin his coach. In 1791 we faw-_ 
him there with the Prince Royal, the grand equerry, and a Captain of the guards, ef- 
corted by his life and dragoon, guards. ‘The Queen, Princes, and Princeffes make their 
appearance as well, with but very few attendants.* Prince Charles alone was on horfe- 
back, efcorted by life guards, affigned him by the King as an acknowledgement of -his 
fervices, in the fame manner as did Frederic JI. to his brother, Prince Henry. "This ce-. 
remony, if a fimple promenade deferve that.title, confifts in taking a turn or two in- 
the park, The King alighted at the Spanifh minifter’s, who has built a country houfe 
ina fingular pofition. It is upon a fmall promontory projecting into the fea, fo that in 
his faloon you may fancy yourfelf on board of fhip. “All veffels arriving at, or failing 
from Stockholm, pafs by this fpot, and thé paffage is in this part fo narrow, that you 
may converfe with the marines, even at times svithout a trumpet. This is in fummer , 
an incomparable fituation. The King has made a prefent to him, as well as feveral 
other perfons (with a view of engaging them to build) of a pretty confiderable extent of 
ground, which, with what he gains upon the fea, by throwing out piers, enables him to 
encreafe his eftate, and procure all country enjoyments. F ; 
The Camp in the Park, On the 24th June, (St. John’s Day, ) a may-bufh is planted 
before the gates of caftles and country-houfes, as in France is done on the 1ft of May, 
the King and royal family fhew thefnfelves again in the park, and remain.at the camp. 
This camp, ‘which lafts all the month of June,’ is compofed of the. garrifon of Stock- 
holm, that is to fay, of the two regiments of guards, the artillery corps, one battalion of 
the Queen Dowager’s guards, and the dragoons. Along the lines, on that day, long. 
May poles are ftuck in the ground, ornamented with garlands and cyphets of leaves, 
and fometimes with fhields and devices ; at the foot of each are barrels of beer on ftands. 
At fix or feven o’clock, at-a certain fignal, the barrels are tapped, and each foldier re- 
ceives a pipe, a {mall loaf af bread, two herrings, and a trifle of money; a treat of | 
their feveral Captains. The mufic of each regiment ftrikes up, and the foldiers begin 
-drinking and dancing. Acrofs every barrel fits a foldier fantaftically dreffed either as . 
Bacchus, or in fome other character more or lefs grotefque: he it is who drinks the 
firft, and gives the toafts, which are numerous enough, and are always fucceeded. by an 
exclamation of vivat: whenever any of the royal family or a general paffes, their health 
is drank with a vivat. _ Soldiers in difguife are drawn on carriages all along the line; 
thefe with drollery and finging ftrive to pleafe the people who flock-in ciowds to laugh 
at them: they fometimes take indecent licence. Soon as the evening roll is beat, all 
immediately difperfe in good order, The royal family generally fup in camp in the 
King’s tent; His Majefty himfelf frequently fleeps in it, and notwithftanding he was 
not prefent in 1791, his tent was erected and occupied by General Armfeldt (with whom 
the court fupped) as Commandant of the camp and troops ;. the King giving him the 
General’s Staff, at the time of his departure, to hold during the whole of his abfence. 
‘This particular ftaff is of bronze, overfpread with fmall crowns in gold from one end 
to the other. The King commonly at his /evee on Monday gives the ftaff to one of his 
aides de camp, to be entitled to which the individual muft at leaft be-a colonel; and 
during the whole time of his retaining-it, he has fupreme power over all that regards. 
the fervice in Stockholm, Princes and Generals not excepted ; in one word, in what- 
ever regards military matters he reprefents the King himfclf. This ftaff muft never be 
laid afide ; it is held generally for a week when the King is at Stockholm, and fome. 
times longer. lis Swedifh Majefty adopted this cuftom from the court of Ruifia ; 
however if fuch a practice remains there at prefent, it is with a differeaice. 
, 7 Cuaps 
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Cuap. XL.—State of the Swedifh Troops. — Difpofition of the Soldiery. —— Abufes in mie 
. ; itary Matters. 


THE Swedifh army is compofed of a finall number of regiments, either levies or in 
-garrifon, and national troops: the firft, as every where elfe, are compofed of foldiers en- 
rolled, taken wherever they were to be found. The national regiments are on eftab- 
lithment only when under order, or during reviews. ; 

The provinces furnifh according to their population and. extent, either a regiment of 
infantry or cavalry. Each individual foldier, as well as officer, poffeffes a portion of 
land and a dwelling; and the enrolment is made in fuch manner that as nearly as pofli- 
ble the Colonel.fhould live in the center of his regiment, and each Captain in ‘the midtt 
of his men. This collection of refidences is called Bo/felles. 

As the revenue of the different eftates very much depends on the nature of the foil 
the pofts-of Colonel and Captain differ accordingly, but may be eltimated at worth the 
one from 1200 to 2000 rix-dollars, the other from 3 to sco. . 

Each diftri@t is thus obliged to furnifh one or more men, according to its being more or * 
lefs peopled. ‘Inftantly as one departs for the army his fucceflor is defignated immedi- 
ately, fo that in cafe of death the fubftitution of another man fhould take place without 
delay. If a canton be too inconfiderable to furnith a man, a number unite for the 
\purpofe. 

‘During the interval of military fervice, (a confiderable part of the year,) he either 
‘works at his bufinefs or cultivates the ground, and is paid by the proprietor of the ha- 
bitation, which affords him fhelter, at the fame rate as other workmen. Three months 
after the death of a foldier, his wife and children are obliged to give up the dwelling to 
shis fucceffor. ; 

When the clergy were defpoiled of their poffeffions, the crown diftributed them in 
great meafure to individuals upon their engagement at the time, to furnifh perpetually, 
and maintain a certain number of foldiers: Such was the bafis of the miode which is 
now in practice, which having been ratified by divers diets, is become a fundamental 
bafe of the military conftitution. 

All the troops wear the Swedith drefs, that is to fay, a jacket and cloak. This cloathin 
is unfuitable to fo cold a climate ; the cloak does not defend the whole of the body, an 

* muft needs be cumberfome in engagement. The foldiers wear round hats. ae 

Some regiments, but their number is few (that of the Queen for example) are dreffed 
after the French fafhion. The general officers wear a blue coat with gold tags: they 
moftly have a regiment to themfelves. Lieutenant-Colonels wear two epaulets, the 
fame as Colonels in France. Officers of whatfoever rank, wear a blue and yellow fearf 
under their jacket, and their handkerchief tied round their left arm. In the laft war 
it was perceived that this diftinétion, toc ftriking not to be vifible, pointed them out as 
marks forthe enemy. The Swedith cockade is yellow. 
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| State of the Swedifb Army in 79% 


INFANTRY. 


Levies. 
ut Regiment of foot guards, 


ad do. of guards, white and black 


Artillery, os 
The King’s regiment, . 
The Queen’s do., 

The Queen Dewager’s do., 
Springporten’s regiment, 
Steding’s do., 


‘Two others of eight hundred men each, 


Foot yagers, © 


Total of the levied infantry, > 13,250 
CavaLry. 
Levies, 
Houffars, - - » - - 597 
Light Horfe, ; - - vs 250 
Squadron of Coffacks, - - . 150 
Total, . ~ 997° 
National Troops. 
INFANTRY. 4 
The Regiment of Upland, - 1200 |The Regiment of Veftrogothia. -. 1200 
of Skaraborg, + 1200 of Savolax, ” 1237 
of Obo, - 1025 of Weftmania, ~ 1056 
of Kronfberg, - 1200 of Nyland, - goo 
of Jonkceuping, = 1100 of Calmar, - 1100 
of Bjceurneborg, 1025 of Nericia andVarmia, 1674. ° 
of Dalecarlie, - 1200 of Oftrobothnia, - 1200 
of Oftrogothie,* - 41500 of Jemtland, - 1040 
of Tavaltehus, + 1200 — 
of Helfingie - 1200 Total of nationalinfantry 22,4 57 
of Elffborg - 1200 . —_— 
CAVALRY. 
The regiment of the body guard, at prefent compoféd of four 
fquadrons of Cuiraffiers, four of Light Dragoons, and: 
one battalion of Chafleurs, amounts collectively to - 525 
The ftandard of the Nobleffe, ‘. = 395 
The regiment of Weftrogothia, - - - 1000 
Carry forward - 2920- 
pap a ta Doe ts 


No. of Men.. 
1200° 
1500 
2890 

800 
1200 
1260 


wow 
CoA oO 
eo0°0 
e000 











* At prefent grenadiers of the body guard, 


of 
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. , “Brough tforward - . 2920 

of Smaland, {now the dragoons) © - 1000 

of Oftrogothie, (now the dragoons) — + 1000 

of Northern Scania, - - ' ‘1000 

of Southern Scania, - - " « 1000 

The company of Jemtland, (now dragoons) —-’ -- 100 

Total of national cavalry, . 7020 

Dracoons. 

The body guard, . - - _ 1000 
The regiments of Bohus, now half difmounted, - 1200. 

. of Nyland and Tavaftehus, - 1000 

’ The {quadron of Carelie, ay - Loe 250 
Total of national dragoons, : 3450 


| The annexed table will give an. ample detail of the Swedifo army, and what it cofts the: 
crown. : 


Expence of the provincial army in the following years: 




















In 1696, when 
Sweden poffeffed the 


Iu 19768. . In agzy2. 
p whole of Finland. uy ” 











Silver dollars. | Silver dollars. 





























Silver dollars. 
Drabans or life-guards, formerly Gardes du corps, 42,420 ~ 5,122 51,118 
Officers of the regiment pense in Sweden, 12,220 12,431 
cavalry, in oe 2633 2$27 
‘ in Sweden, 28,968 8 
Regiments of cavalry, je Finland, 243,926 5779387 
Draw in Sweden, 55:606 91,288 1,120,072| 
Fasoents in Finland, 7801 193,483 
Inf ‘ in Sweden, 187,042 160,341 | 
niantry, in Finland, 855533 83,283 









1,266,149 3,170,862 1,171,150) 





Remark. According to the report of the royal college of war in 174°, the provincial regiments colt tle 
crown 1,105,348 filver dollars, paid by rents; and according to the report of the royal chamber of ac- 
counts in 1772, their coft was 1,119,216 filver dollars, of the like value, both eftimated according to the 
valuation of the crown, which, according.to the courfe of exchange of the prefent day, muft be doubled if 
not tripled. The crown gives for the ruff bolls and boflelles of the officers of cavalry the fam of 872,58: fil- 
ver dollars, in rents at g marks per arpent, for ten thoufand one hundred and fifty-four cavaliers and dragoons, 
including three hundred aud nmety-five gens d’armes ; but the gardes du corps, as officers without beffelles, 
are not included. 


= Annual 
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" Annval expence of the generality and raifed regiments at the undermentioned 


























epochs. 
1696. 1768. 1772. 
at 24 marks, at 42 marks, at 70 marks, 
or 2 dols. per rix-dol. Jor 34 dols. per rix-dol./or 53 dols. per rix-dol. |, 
The generality, 15,050 18,247 20,580 
Regiment of guards, 118,888 145,000 160,951 
. in Sweden 228,371 236,000 
Gartifons, {2 Finland, i 210,482 1575448 195.300 
Two corps of chaffeurs in Finland, J 62,273 
One of light dragoons in do. 12,800 
Hallars, 301,848 222,464 
sh in Sweden, a 202,926 210,500 
; Artillery, fin Fialand, 1135538 _ 63,722 645375 
Paes in Sweden, 39218¢ 399841 
Engineers, {2 Finland, 1959879 8,783 8,783 
in Sweden, 160,000 250,000 
| Fortrefles, 4a Finland, basioae 200,000 277,500 
| Stores for the fleet and army, 405380 532,450 608,000 
i Cloathing for the in Sweden, e506 3485496 395,500 
troops, in Finland, 50s 74370 $2,013 
450345217 , 25280,541 2)717,880 





General expence of the army according to the Rolls of 1787. 





, Yor the college of war, - - | 16,299 16 
: The ftaff, - - . 4,604 
The commiffariat Pellet - 9249 47 4 
, are In oweden, a 251 130 i 
The military, in Finland, . oats Ge é 
. in Sweden,, - 65,042 3h 
The artillery, in a - 18,329 “12 3 
e in Sweden, - 75,843 2 y 
Garrifons, ta Finland, - sets ose 
in Sweden, - eco 
Fortreffes, hoe ? 54 
? in Finland. - 26,000 
Wood, coal, and oil in the fortreffes, - 26,003 12 31 
E 6 3 6 
ngineers, . od 13,01 I ° 
Stores, - 30,246 I g 
Hflars and dragoons of Carelia, 40,760 16 3 
Chaffeurs in Finland - - 10,839 42 8] .. 
Military {chool of-Hapaniemi, - 1,150 
Cloathing for the troops, . 147,419 15 1 
‘The saltpetre direGtory, - 60,793 41 4 
Expence on marches in Sweden, - 20,000 
Do. in Finland, - 10,000 





: Total Rix-dollars in specie, 1,064,996 18 8 
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‘The Swedifh army in the year 1776. 








ener errr 















































Infantry. | Cavalry. 
2 = . i: 
Provincial Regiments. F No. of mea Expence. ; Regiments. No. of men. Expence, 
Silser dollars. | \ Silver dollars, 
Upland, 1200 10,217 "i Adelsfana, not levied. 5 5 
| > ‘ i Adelsfai 1 395 14,158 
Skaraborg, (200 9974 The body guards, ‘ 128 52,118 
Abo, : 3025 15237t Cuiraffters, 1505 11455725 
Sudermania, 1209 430427 : Weftrogothia, Loco 179476 
Cronobergy 1109 10,530 !Oftrogothia, 10cO 949839 
Jonkeapings 11co ape iSmaland, . 10c0 Be,8rr 
Biceurncborgy 1025 15,309 ! Northern Scania, “ \ 85 
Dalecarlia, 1200 10,785 iSouthern ie i toe 8853 
Oltrogathia, 1229 109437 iJemtland, 100 6,437 1 
Tavaltchus, 1005 14.473 es hes y128:- 643,401 ; 
Helfingie, 1200 10,906 ti Provi a dea === ? i 43,401 ; 
Eifborg, 1260 yg88 ffs EOD I See 
Weltrogotha, 1200 9936 4 Dragoons of the body guard, | tcoo 89,060 
Savolax, : 1238 g620 Nyland, loco 875340 
Wettmania, | 1200 345537 The {quadron of Carelia, 250 4 17,073 
Welterbothnia, 1056 10,817 of Bohus, 904 - 59,677 
Calmar, 1100 IC,?40 H ——— 3154 = 253,150 
Nyland, 1035 143537 Se : 
Nericie and Vermelande, | ‘47 18,599 Hy Light troops recruited. 
Ofterbothoia, 1200 144560 “Phe light dragaons, co 62,27 
Kymenegord, 128 15199 j Huflas, suis aoe gree 
Jemtland, | tog 31,621 : —— 700}-———-=. 154,121 | 
iriieee eens — 24,344] 7 29135! es — 
Recruited Regiments. Total of Cavalry, 10,982 
of Infantry, 359744 
Guards, (800 1605751 i eae 
rtillery, 3000 265,875 ‘Total of the army, exclufive 
Queen-dowager’s guards, | 1000 | of officers, : 46 726 
Vhe King’s regiment, 800 aes 
Springporten’s feo9 . . 
Salza’s, . 1000 p [4319500 
Skycte’sy 1200 . 
Plixen, 1200 J 
‘Lhe Savolax yagers, 4oo 12,800 | 
-—— 11,400] ——- 870,926 + 
Men 35.744 |Pay 1,162,277 




















Note. Two farms commonly between them provide one foldier, or form a rote according to the extent and excellence of the 
farm. The crown cloaths the troops, and provides warlike ftores ; but upon review days, held for the fake of liquidation of the 
provincial regiments once a year, @ certain fum is deducted out of his advances for his equipment, which is new every cleven 
years. The farmer furnithes the foldier with his working drefs, which occafions a great faving to the crown: thus Sweden, 
in proportion to its population, is enabled to arm double the number of men to what other powers can do, who, while the can 
raife every twelfth man, Weare the navy,) can arm no more than one in twenty-four ; and. this the more readily, from the 


foldier being capable by i 





is labour of earning fubjiftence for his wife and family. “Fhe doftelles of the officers of the provincial 
regiments (I mean the infantry,) amount annually to the fum of 232,765 filver dollars, according to the eftimation of the crown. 
A3 for the regiments of provincial cavalry, a rental of 60 dollars per annum is fet afide for the maintenance of each man, his horfe 
and equipment ; in fome provinces this rental is but 50 dollars. The dragoons are differently maintained, with from 15 to 30 
dollars allowance. The gens d’armes receive 500 marks per man, if maintained by a number of peafants, and this fum may oc- 
cafionally amount to 580 where fupported by one alone: ‘this regiment not being raifed as yet, the peafantry pay this fumas a 
free-giftto the crown, and the weight of its preflure on individuals is dependant on circumltances. 

Remarks. 1. An extent of land which maintains 2 foot foldier or failor is called a Rote; an etlate which maintains a horfe fol- 
dier, a Ruft-boll. The rentais above ftipulated are deducted by the crown from the annual taxes paid by the peafantry. 
2. The regiments of cavalry, rated above at one thoufand, were reduced to five hundred in 1792, the remaining. five hundred being 
incorporated in the infantry. The regiment of guards confifts at prefent of no more than one thoufand two hundred men ; 


the King in 1792 creating a fecond regiment of one thoufand five hundred men, At his death a number of changes took place 
4 ica emma ping Nee pede eae Soe 
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Expence of the whole army. 





f Men. | Silver dol ars, 




















Provincial infantry, - - 249344) 291.352 
Do. cavalry, * - - 10,282] 894,551 
Together, - - 34,626 1,187,902 
’ 
| Recrnited infantry, - - 11,400] 870,925 
Do. cavairy, - - qoo| 154,126 
12,100 15025,047 
The ttaff, - - - 20,580 
Fortifications, ordnance, and ammunition, 1,542,124 
Cloathing for the troops, - 4485513 
F ——~ | 2,011,217 
Total of expence, = | | 412245166 a 








5927 1,848 


* But caft up by the author, poflibly owing to fome 
omiffion, - - 3 


{ 
———$ 


The difpofition of the Swedith troops is high fpirited, the officer generally brave, the 
foldier much refembling the French foldier : he bears with impatience a continued fire, 
and after fuffering a few feconds without being able to return it, you are abfolutely 
obliged to charge. He readily reforts to the bayonet, and the Ruffians many times ex- 
pericnced in the laft war how much they are to be dreaded with this weapon, ‘The of- 
ficer muft pofitively head his troops, and frequently advance a few fteps in front, with- 
out which poflibly the line might refufe to advance, this form complied with the Swedes 
will follow wherever they are led. During the war in Finland, a regiment of infantry 
was ordered to charge the enemy; the King fent for its Colonel, who was near him, 
to be his aide de camp general, Notwithftanding this was told, not a man would ad- 
yance, and His Majelty was obliged to fend back his aide de camp to head the regiment, 
in which fituation he was wounded. The Swede fires but flowly, yet aims well: rarely 
does it happen that a company fires at once, each man is left to difcharge his piece at 
pleafure. After five or fix rounds, if expofed to a battery or a fuperior fire, you muft 
lead to the charge, or would expofe yourfelf to the companies charging diforderly of 
themfelves. ‘The Swedith foldier is religious: prayers are read exactly every day in 
each regiment; he is naturally honeft, fpurns at any thing mean, and is an utter ftran- 
ger to thofe vices which difgrace the foldier throughout almoft all Europe. ‘This cha- 
radter, however, belongs to the national troops alone ; the regiments levied, or in gar- 
rifon, are compofed in the fame manner as every where elfe. : 

It is requilite the Swedifh foldier fhould be well fed ; he bears with difficulty any fub. 
traction from his allowance, or even with having it delayed. This is a cafe which can. 
not be too ftrongly recommended to Swedifh officers. 

Numerous abufes prevail in the adminiftration of military affairs. Comimiflions are 
publicly fold notwith{tanding the King’s fpecial orders that fuch fhameful traffic fhould 
ceafe. He knows, fo as to put it beyond doubt, that his orders are not regarded ; ne- 
verthelefs he can do no more: the matter is conduted with fe much art as never to ad- 
tit of proof, fo that even the colonels are oftentimes in ignorance of it themfelves. 

_The minifters are not nice in keeping the promifes they make to officers: we can 
quote in proof of this, a Frenchman who fought through the whole campaign in Fin- 
3M 2 land, 
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land, who reccived flattering teftimonials. of his conduct from every general under whom 
he ferved, yet was unable to get a company till two years alter the peace, notwithftand- 
ing it was formally promifed him, and that he was every way deferving. .A number 
of officers have waited a long time, even with the King’s recommendation in their 
pocket. Minifters and general officers object to foreigners on account of their igno- , 
rance of the language of the country, but when requifite to order them to face the ene- 
my they never think of this deficiency, but rate them as they truly are, very fig for the 


purpofe, 


Cuap. XII.—Journey to the Mines ; Sabla; Afveftad ; Seter ; Ornes; Fablun; Mora ; 
Elfdal; Quarries of Porphyry. —~ Dalecarlians. — Gefle. — Cataract of Elfscarleby. 
—Suderfors. 


‘The tour of which we are about to render account is very interefting ; provided you 
be difpofed to pay attention to every thing curious it will take up a fortnight. Wead~ 
vife it to be undertaken in the month of May, a periad when the fnow is entirely thaw- 
ed; for unlefs you have the precaution to wait until the fnow is wholly gone, you wilt 
be deprived of the pleafure of feeing many interefting fpots, the road to which is fre. 
quently impaffable during the thaw. 

From Stockholm to Sahla is twelve miles, and an excellent road. ‘The latter is fitu- 
ated on the banks of the river which feparates the government of Stockholm from that 
of Upfal. Before you reach the ftage called Tib/e, you find two marble monuments, 
the infcriptions on which fhew them to have been erected in commemoration of the 
marriage of Adolphus Frederic, with the Princefs of Pruffia, and the arrival of the 
Queen of Guitavus IIL 

Sahla, is a {mall and very badly paved town; the ftreets are ftraight; the houfes en- 
tirely of wood, very low, being feldom more than one ftory high ; it may contain about 
two thoufand four hundred inhabitants, the greater part of whom are employed in the 
amines. Happening to arrive on the day on which a mother and daughter, who died of 
different complaints, were buried, we remarked the fame oftentation inthe funeral, that 
we had noticed at Stockholm ; as perfons concerned in the mine, each of them was car- 
ried by eight workmen ; the country people and miners who followed them to the grave 
were all deeently clad in black, ina much better manner indeed than is ufual in other 
countries with people of the fame condition. The church, confidering the fize of the. 
town, is handfome enough. The-living of Sabla, which is one of the beft in Sweden, 
brings in 2000 dollars : the Count de Schwerin, fon of the deceafed fenator of that name, 
is the prefentincumbent. ‘The neighbourhood of this town is very pleafant, 

Sablabutta is the name of the place where the foundry is, a quarter of a league from 
the town: as you travel thither you notice a number of houfes, ftanding by themfelves 
(for fear of fire) which ferve as magazines for ftoring the corn, grain, and forage of the 
inhabitants, All the houfes of Sahlahutta are occupied by different perfons belonging 
to the foundry. There is therea church; a river which pafles through it ferves to 
work a number of wheels. More than-two hundred workmen are employed at the 
foundry, and a like numberat the mines. The ftones drawn from the mine are carried 
into a building containing two and thirty peftles moved by wheels, which ferve to reduce’ 
them to powder: there are two forts of powder, the one called flour or duft, and the 
other pafte; the firft of which is the beft: the ore thus pounded, runs off into wooden 


receivers, is fpread upon fheets of coarfe cloth, and wathed by water which falls over 
6+ its 
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it ; itis ftirred with a fort of blunt ftick; this operation is termed the wafhing. In this 

art of the building there are eight wafhing machines, and fifty-fix are diftributed in dif- 
ehh other places. As the mine is on the oppofite fide of the town, an eftablithment 
js about to be formed in its neighbourhood, fimilar to this for pounding and wafhing the 
ore; the carriage thus will be lefs, when the ufelefs matter is feparated from the ore 
taken for melting. The wafhing yields two kinds of ore; that which remains at the 
bottom‘is the richeft. From this part we went to where it is calcined ; they make ufe 
of wood for heating their furnaces, two in number, each of which works three fchip- 
punds of ore ata time.- In another building a wheel aéts upon eight pair of bellows, 
and a number of wooden mallets ufed to pound the charcoal which is afterwards mixed 
with clay, and ferves to form the bed on which the lead and filver runs, upon their 
flowing from the furnace. In another building the calcined ore is thrown upon. burn- 
ing charcoal. _ In this building there are four furnaces on the firft flory ; and in one ad- 
joining two others of like defcription much lefs high. The melted matter falls, and 
when the fcoriz are taken off, an iron crow is {truck into the body of the furnace, and 
the metal runs into a hole made in the ground ; bya fecond procefs it is fhaped into in- 
gots, in moulds, and in this ftate it is fimply filver and lead. Adjcining is a houfe con-- 
taining a furnace in which the lead is feparated from the filver; in this operation the 
lead becomes vitrified, and is afterwards reduced to its.natura! ftate; this operation takes 
up eight and forty hours; a very hot fire for eight or nine hours is requifite as a lait 
procefs, to purify the filver entirely from the little lead which ftill remains; thisis done 
ina brick furnace placed under a bell, and the method ufed is much the fame as that 
in praétice at Freyberg. One quintal of ore yields between * two and three loths of 
pure filver, and ten pounds of lead. ; 

The wages of the workmen vary, fome are paid by the job, others by the month or, 
day ; fome receive no more than from one to two rix-dollars a month ; then feeing they 
work for twenty-four hours at a ftretch, have a reft-day alternately, wich a day of la- 
bour: the foremen of the foundry may earn about 50 rix-dollars per annum, the com- 
mon workmen from 16 to 25. A warehoufe is to be built fur the charcoal ; the car 
cafe is already compleat. On the fide of the foundry you have a delightful profpedt of 
a fmall lake, three quarters of a mile long, anda furlong broad. In another brick 
building, two large furnaces are conftruéting, coated externally with iron and granite ; 
the interior is to be of /the//fein, a {tone which refilts fire; it is expected they will be | 
compleated this year 1791, when the two others we have before-mentioned are to be 
deftreyed ; thefe are in a feparate building where the poorer part of the ore, fuch as is: 
not wafhed, is roafted ; it is blended with {ulphur for the purpofe of extradting the fmalt 
portion of filver it contains. Four open furnaces are conftantly at work, and two finaller 
oncs; in thefe layers of charcoal are placed upon. layers of ore, and a ftratum of coal at 
the top. On thefe not only is that ore laid apparently but poor, but fuch fcoria: as are , 
fufpeéted to contain any particles of filver, fo that this matter thus roafted confiits of 
iron, fulphur, fcoric, and Himeftone. This operation has the efleét of caufing the ful- 
pbur to evaporate, the iron to become calx, and fits them to melt together with the 
powder of filver and lead. For this calcination five hours are requifite ; five fchip- 
purds of ore may thus be calcined daily ; the pure leaden ore is called /eAlichter. The 
expences of the foundry are about 6000 rix-dollars. 

The mine of Sah/berg is fituated half a league from Sahla, and belongs entirely to in- 
dividuals; it is divided nto one hundred and fixty lots or fhares, to each lot belonging 


* From an ounce to an ounce and a half Englith, Avoirdupois weight. 
a por. 
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a portion of land and fome ground in the town. The fhares in 1790 were worth at leaft 
1000 rix-dollars each. The net produce of each fhare was 30 rix-dollars; the expence 
of working the mine is 6000 rix-dollars, which added to Gooo (that of the foundry) 
and 4800, the net fum fhared among the proprietors, makes 16,800 rix-dollars, exclu- 
five of the King’s tenth, the falaries of the officers, the charges for the maintenance of 
the works, as well external as internal, and the machinery, which may amount to 7 or 
8oco rix-dolars more, the mine having yielded ini7g90, 3000 marks of filver. ‘This mine, 
worked from time immemorial, was formerly much more rich ; it has produced 24,000 
marks; but the richeft galleries have fallen in ; there is, notwithftanding, ore met with 
in one part now worked, which yields * 30 loths of filver per quintal, but this vein it is 
feared will quickly be exhaufted. The mine at its firft bottom is from one hundred 
and fix, to one hundred and nine, fathoms deep, at its extremity one hundred and, 
fifty. 

The works of this mine are highly deferving of notice and wonderful. You de- 
fcend by a mouth called Queen Chriftina’s, the opening which is twenty-nine feet by 
nineteen; this leads to the firft gallery: the manner of going down in buckets is un- 
pleafant to many, yet what may tend to give courage to the adventurer, no example 
ever was known of the cord breaking ; and if any accidents ever happen, which occa- 
fionally do to the number of two or three in the year, it is uniformly owing to impru- 
dence and careleffnefs, A fingular prejudice prevails here with refpect to women: the 
workmen pretending that as often as any one enters the mine fome misfortune will in- 
evitably follow. A woman going down a few years ago, a workman within two days 
afterwards committed fuicide, which has no ways contributed to diminifh this preju- 
dice: the workmen confequently logk with an evil eye on any woman who may at- 
tempt to go down, a matter which rarely happens. : 

‘The bucket in which you defcend is faftened by three chains of iron toa rope, which is 
changed every ten months, and which afterwards ferves to draw up the ore. As man’ 
as five may go down in the bucket, but generally no.more than three or four deftend at 
atime. Wewere fix minutes in going down, and fix and a half in afcending, on ac- 
count of the movement leffening as the bucket approaches the furface: as one bucket 
afcends another goes down for the ore 5 the bucket for the defcent of the men is always 
the fame, and both thofe for the ore and the men are conftantly in motion day and 
night. As you go down you provide yourfelf with torches in order to fee the galleries 
worked in the fhaft, as well as to dire&t the bucket and prevent its ftriking againft the 
projecting parts of the rock. One cannot help feeling a little frightened at experiencing 
now and then. a femewhat fenfible fhock, and which alarm is augmented by one’s cri- 
tical fituation: this fhock is occafioned by the rope in turning round, the cylinder fomc- 
times rolling over its own coils; and after fome turns, upon its unwinding, it caufes a 
vibration which is communicated through the whole length of the cord, and even to 
the bucket itfelf. -The two wheels which draw up the bucket are double, and are 
acted upon by water ; they are adapted fo as to bear being turned one way or the other, 
and increafe or diminifh their velocity, by means of flood gates, which are raifed more 
or lefs; they are alfo {topped at pleafure: this wholly depends on the man employed inthe 
direction of the ropes, and who is admonifhed by- a call from the top of the mine; his 
bufinefs requires the niceft attention, for any imprudence or forgetfulnels might have 
the moft dilailrous confequences. Thefe two wheels are forty feet in diameter, as well 
as the two ethployed for the pumps. The water which works-the different machinery 





* Fifteen Ounces, Avoirdupois weight. : 
flows 


FORTIA’S TRAVEES IN SWEDEN; 455° 


flows through a canal of more than three miles in length. There are three rows of 

umps to the hydraulic engine, for pumpirtg the water out of the mine ; on the fide is 
a well called &ucckt, by which you may defcend the mine by means of ladders to the 
depth of eighty fathoms : you perceive afterwards a number of {teps by which you may go 
down lower even to the firft gallery, whence you have again the choice of defcent either 
by means of the bucket or ladders, to the deepeft gallery of the mine; thefe ladders, 
however, are no wife convenient, and are ufed by thofe workmen only who aré employ- 
ed at the pumps, every body giving the preference to the buckets. ‘Phere are a num- 
ber of marks on the rope for the purpofe of ftopping the bucket at the galleries worked 
in Oveen Chrifina’s fhaft. ‘There is a great confumption of wood in this mine for 
fplitting the rock 5 in different parts are lighted fires, which have a fine effect; all the 
vaults are excceding hard, the communications very large and extremely neat: you 
might drive a carriage through the whole of the firft bottom. There is here a fmall 
apartment for vifitors to reft themfelves in, and a regifter for the infcription of their 
names. : 

In the interior of the mine, the fign of there being filver is a fort of calcareous 
ftone mixed with mica, called by the miners noble fione; wherever they meet with this 
there is always fome filver: it is in fearch 6f this that the fkill of the miner confitts. 
We had a number of veins of ¢rapp pointed out to us, which prefented fome ‘varieties 
curious enough to an amateur: it is found at firft.in very thin layers, the thicknefs 
of which progreffively increafes ; it then ceafes all at once, and is afterwards found 
again. What is remarkable in this mine the veins are irregular, and feldom contain 
metal ina flate of ore, but in metallic maffes. The workmen here, the fame as at the 
foundry, work but every other day, and in cach twenty-four hours are allowed eight 
hours reft: their pay is the fame. ‘he foremen earn §0 rix-dollars, the labourers 16 - 
to 25 rix-dollars per month. The Shaft, called Mak/eufen, the deepeft of any, is. 
abandoned, as is Kong/rumning, the oldeft. ~ 

Herftenbotten is a rame which fell in three centuries ago ; it fell in by degrees. Trae - 
dition relates that many perfons loft their lives on this occafion. Swmdrumningen is 
another mine adjoining, which alfo has fallen in. In the neighbourhood of thefe two 
mines are great heaps of {tones formerly taken out of them. Some people are employ- 
ed in feleting fuch pieces as contain metal, and extract from them annually 300 marks 
of filver. This work was begun in 1753, and it is calculated that the heap will {till 
furnith work for fifty or fixty years. ‘The King receives no tenth of the produce of 
thefe old mines. A little farther on is a pit communicating with the old mines ; the 
ore from it is drawn up by horfes, three of which are con{tantly kept in the mine at 
the firft bottom, for the purpofe of railing ore from the deepeft. The. ftones yield a - 
great quantity of lime, and {till more might be furnifhed could a fale for it be found. 

Tt caufes much wonder to find a mine in nearly a level country, for this: is very lit- 
tle inclined; the traveller to thefe parts fhould provide himfelf with letters for Mr. . 

taff the direCtor of the mine, and Mr. Phy/; the latter fpeaks French fluently, and - 
was of great fervice to us. The following is a lift of the minerals procurable in this - 

mine: Weift gulden; ore of grey filver, galena in large and fmall cubes; galena, cha- 

toyante, fealy, and fteel grained; blende, or zinc ore, fealy, and in fmall-yrains; na- 
tive regulus of antimony (it is no longer found), {treated ore of antimony ; arfenical - 
pyrites, exceedingly rare ; martial pyrites, occafionally cryftallized; granulated iron ore,’ 
extremely rare; finely grained calcareous ftone ; ditto granulated with falt, white and . 

yellow ; calcareous fpath, white and yellow, cryftallized in pyramids and in hexagons 
(very rare}; white quartz, very unfrequent ; rock flint, white and red, in which ftarry” 
4t feboerle > 
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\yeboor’e is femetimes found ; mountain leather (cuir de montagne); mountain fleth 
(chair de mortagne); mvuntain cork ; amianthas, occafionally blended with galena ; 
teen, yellow, and black ferpentine ; red garnets in galena ; folid black trapp; ftea. 
tites ; potter’s itene ; and brown mica. ; 

From Sahia to Afveltad, four miles and a half, by Brodbo and Viggarnd, » Atthe firtt 
flage you have a charming profpeét of a lake, which you cruis over a raifed way: the 
roads were good enough the two fir itages, at the third they were bad. Near Sahla 

-you crofs a {mall river which furnifhes water for the works of the mine. A quarter of 
a mile before you reach Viggarne is a barrier, with a culidm-houfo, belonging to the 
proprietors of Suslécrg mine; after which, on the left; you pats over a had bye road, 
leaving the highway to Afvettad on the right. As you leave Viggarné you return af- 

- tera long courle to the highway, ‘Ihe froft was entircly gone at Stockholm, yet at 
Sahla we found the lakes were flill frozen over, and in different parts the fnow yet laid. 
On this road we did not meet with fo many gates as. between Stockholm and Sahla ; 
and thele are very incommodious, as they fo frequently oblige you to defcend in order 
to open them. Dalecarlia begins at about the middle of the laft (tage, 

Afvefad. The refinery of copper is the only interefling object in this little town 3 for 
which eftablifhment there is .a quarter fet apart of pretty large extent. You cannot 
leave the town without prefenting at the gate the in{pector’s ticket (the infpeor is Mr, 
Stokenftroeum, who conduéted us every where, but who underftands the Swedifh lan- 
guage alone). - The firft refiner of this eftablifhment was Marcus Kock, born in 1585, 
he died 1659, as is {een by his portrait at the infpe€tor’s houfe ; he was born at Liege, 

‘and was ennobled by Guftavus Adolphus. We were firft fhewn the furnaces in which 
the copper is melted, which comes from Fahb/un; each furnace melts from five to fix 
thippunds, when put in it is called rokeppar, and becomes garkeppar ; that which is not 
pure copper pafles again into another furnace ; this firlt procefs generally takes up fix 
hours ; it is however of longer or fhorter time according to the purity of the copper, 
The copper is laid in bars, with the coal above, in crucibles fhaped like an inverted’ 
cone; at the bottom is a bed made of charcoal and clay, mixed together as at Sahla. 
There are fix cruciblés and furnaces for this operation in three fhops, each of which has 
four workmen. When the copper is in a ftate of fufion, the firft theet or layer is fuffered 
to cool in the open air, afterwards on the others water is thrown, and the whole is with- 
drawn by layers, which become fmaller and {maller on account of the fhape of the cru- 
cible ; thefe are laid in piles one above another; the crucibles contain about 40 layers 
more or lefs: the fineft particles of copper rife and adhere to iron bars placed infide 
the chimney, from which they are afterwards withdrawn. Each furnace has an im- 
menfe bellows worked by water. Nothing but charcoal is ufed, of which there are 
large warehoufes full; the annual confumption is twelve thoufand lalts, each of twelve 
tons, There is another building, in which are two machines that work eight peftles 
for pounding the clay and charcoal, of which the bed of the crucible is made, and to 
which many particles of copper adhere ; afterwards this duft is wafhed the fame as 
at Sabla. Between thefe two pounding machines you pafs under a vault, whence falls 
a very pretty {mall cafcade, In another building are fix hammers for flattering the 
copper into sheets: there are befides fmaller hammers for thofe theets of which copper- 
pans and other utenfils are made. In the fame place with the hammers for flattening 
are alfo two furnaces, one contains a veffel in which the metal is fufed, whence it is lan 
dled out and poured into moulds made of charcoal, clay, and iron mixed together ; in 
thefe it cools, and while yet red, it is withdrawn from the moulds and placed, beneath 
the hammers. It is afterwards heated anew feveral times yntil it be fufficiently flattened : 

the 
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the fecond furnace is for the latter purpofe. The largeft theets are three yards 
and a half long by two yards broad. The moulds are of a great or fmaller fize, 
according to the intended dimenfions of the fhects. Copper in fheets cofts from 6 to 
7 tkillings * per Ib. The canal which fupplies the manufatory with water is inter- 
feéted by a number of {takes of moderate height, in order to ftep the courfe of the ice 
at the top, and prevent its hindering the flowing of the water: with this precaution the 
works have not been interrupted by the moft rigid winter. In the laft war between 
England and France four thoufand two hundred [chippunds + were annually refined, 
three thoufand fix hundred of which were made into fheets for coppering fhips ; at 
other periods no more than three thoufand {chippunds are manufatured. ‘he other 
three thoufand worked at Fahlun are made into brafs. Here is a magazine of copper 
fheets; adjoining one of garkoppar, both inconfiderable. The fheets for coppering 
dhips are five feet long by eighteen inches wide; they are packed for the convenience 
of tranfport, in the fame manner as glafs, and are fent to Welteros, whence they are 
thipped for Stockholm ; where they can ufe fledges : they are fent to the latter place 
by land. The loading of a fledge is at moft but three fchippunds, and the expence of 
tranfport to Stockholm, fixteen and a half miles diftant, is 12 copper dollars per fchip- 
pund. Between the two magazines is an office where you write your name, and where 
it is ufual to be weighed : this is a {pecies of contribution under which you are laid, and 
of which you are quit for half a rix-dollar. We faw here coinages of copper defigned 
for Poland and France, which required nothing but the ftamp ;_we were enabled to learn 
what was the charge; they are fent to the merchants of Stockholm who forward them. 
At this manufactory alfo all forts of iron work are effected. A common faw-mill for 
cutting planks. In another building two cylinders in metal, for rolling of copper into 
fheets, particularly fheets for coppering of fhips; in front of thefe cylinders are fur. 
naces in which wood alone is ufed; and under the fame roof a heavy hammer with a- 
furnace, a pair of hand fhears to cut the copper fheets with, and one of a larger fize 
worked by water. A building containing an iron forge, in which is a furnace and large 
hammer. Another for coinage: the machine for cutting the pieces of copper confifts 
of two wheels, each having eight bands fitting each other, of the breadth of the intended 
coin, the fheet is paffed between thefe two wheels, and is cut by them into eight rib. 
bons; thefe are paticd between the cylinders to give them the requifite thicknefs of the. 
intended coin, and are afterwards placed between two pieces of iron which cut them 
with the greateft facility and give them the requifite fhape; this machine, of very fimple 
conftrudtion, is worked by water: there are two, cne correfponding with the other. 
From a fall neighbouring /p/anade you behold a fall of the Dahl, which is very broad; 
in order that water may never be wanted, a cut has been contrived to the manufactory 
with a lock. Never fince 1768 has there been any Swedith coinage, unlefs of Pollet, a 
coin peculiar to Dalecarlia, worth a {killing anda quarter. ‘There isa building in which 
are two common caiks full of holes, into which the pieces cut as above deferibed, are 
thrown to polith by means of the motion given by water to the cafks, over which fimall 
gutters conftantly throw water: the pieces receive polifh fimply by friGion, afterwards 
they are dried in fmall furnaces ; this.laft operation is of very thort duration, an hour, 
or at moft an hour and a half, this done, the pieces are ready to receive the impreffion. 
In the fame place is a machine for the fafhioning of cylinders, an apartment in which 
women are occupied in feparating the bad and good pieces of copper, whence they are 


* From 7d, to 8:d. per pound. Copper it England has been as high as 194. is now, Wom, at 13d. 
+ About fix hundred tons. i 
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put in cafks and fent to Stockholm.. A véry {mall warehoufe of tea and coffee urne, 
bronzed in the Englifh ftile; the manner in which it is done is kept a fecret, all we 
learned was, that the different articles were daubed over with a brufh with various 
colours. A place in which pots and pans, &c. are manufa€tured. It contains a fur- 
nace, five working benches, and feveral anvils. In the court is a wooden horle for the 
punifhment of diforderly workmen. ; 

‘A hundred workmen are employed, who receive by the {chippund of work done, ac- 
cording to what defcription of work it may be, from 19 to 100 ikillings: go fkillings 
are thus divided, the foreman has fix dollars, the headman unger him four, the fecond 
three, and the lad two dollars. We fawa child there whofe hair was abfolutely green, 
the refult as we were told, of his being expofed to the vapours of copper. Before 1777 
this manufactory belonged to the crown; it was then granted to the proprietors of the 
mine of Fahlun. : 

"The town contains feven hundred inhabitants ; the pavement here is as deteftable as 
in other towns ‘of Sweden, where it is worfe than in any other country. 

At a good half league’ from Afveltad, are the brafs works of Biurfors, belonging to 
Mr. Vahrendorf. There are five in Sweden at the following places, Norkioeuping, 
Nikceupiag, Gufum, and Skultuna; of the lat, which we faw, we fhall {peak as we 
proceed ; the method is the fame uled in all, the only difference of them is, fome furnifh 
more brafs than others. * 

Provided one have time, an excurfion may be made to Norberg, two miles diftant. 
Here it is that the new canal of Stromfbolm begins, which ends in the Moeler lake: in 
another chapter we fhall fpeak of it in the order of our travels. . 

Norberg. A quarter of a mile from this village are mines, famous not only for the 
variety of veins and the quantity of ore they produce, but alfo for the curious minerals 
they afford ; yet muft it not be expe€ted that all the poflible variety of minerals will be 
found here in one day : amateurs will have occafion for fome time to examine all the 

roduce of the mines and what may be gathered from the rubbith, and fpite even of 
fuch delay, fome rare pieces may efcape them which are only met with occafionally and 
at intervals in the veins. The mines are chiefly of iron, there are fome copper, but 
thefe moftly abandoned : here in the mineral kingdom are found hematites of a blueifh 
colour, folid, lamillated, micacious, fine grained, and {parkling: thefe varieties are prin- 
cipally found in quartz. Black iron ore, fometimes of a fhining furface, granulated in 
{me grains, cryftallized in polygons, oétaedra, cubes, and rhomboides. Native copper 
arborized in folid and fuperficial branches: native copper is fometimes met with in Gri- 
éllen mine among the iron ore. Superficial mountain blue. Mountain green. Copper ore 
ofared, azure, greenifh yellow, and pale yellow colour, Green, white, and violet colour- 
ed fluor in o€taedral cry{tals. Mineral pitch. Druzes of topazes, differently clouded. 
Druzes of pale amethyfis, of cryftals of grey and white quartz; the cryftals are rarely 
prifinatic : fometimes however common rock cry‘tal is met sith, although fimall, White 
and grey quartz. Red feldt{par in hexagonal plates, with fhort points of three facets 5 
thefe cryftals are frequently covered with a quartz, like cryftalline cruft. S/ajfein, or 
white tin ore in fine grains, white in the mine, but which blackens when expofed to the 
air, Ata mileand a quarter from Vefanfers, is a copper mine deferted, a furnace and 
iron forge. After this excurfion, you return to Afveltadt. 

From Afvefladt we procced by Gredax to Sater, three miles and a half diftant. 
"The roads were not in good order on accownt of its thawing, (in April) notwithftand- 
ing the banks were yet covered with a quantity of fnow, particularly on the fecond ftage 
which traveries a very long torelt, On leaving Alveltadt you havea charming profpect 

i as 


: Hess 
FORTIA’S TRAVELS IN SWEDEN. 459 


bY . 
as you trvael.along the banks of the Daé/, till you arrive at a floating bridge, which the 
lighteft carriage caufes to fink in the water. Half a mile from Grodceu, you pafs the 
flanks of the little town Hedemora, at which there is a powder-mill, but which contains 

nothing worthy of remark. 
~ Sater, an extremely {mall town, contains no more than from three to four hundred. 
inhabitants, and deferves to be vifited merely on account of the mine of Bip/lerg, in its 
neighbourhood : it is fituated a league diftant from the town, in a direction of W.N.W. 
Although of much greater anceftry, it is unnoticed in hiflory before 1420. Before the 
time of Guftavus Vafa, it belonged to the two towns Hedemora and Hutby, the Bifhons 
of which enjoyed the revenue from them; but that Prince took it for the ufe of th« 
crown at the time of his feizing upon eccleftaftical property. Owing to fome carelc 
nefs of the miners in the feventeenth century, it was entirely deftroyed, and remained 
thus in ruins for twenty years; when the crown conceded its right to any who chole to 
work it anew; it was confequently worked again in 1697: at prefent the Anger/feins 
are the chief proprietors, Mr. Vahrendorf has a fourth; it does not even pay a tenth 
to the King. ‘This mine is exceeding rich, yielding anaualiy from twenty to twenty-one 
thoufand {chippunds of iron, its dividends are 60 to 70, and even 80 percent. Danne. 
mora mine does not produce fo rich an ore, although it be more eafy to work; the 
veins run from eat to welt; the greateft depth of the mine is eighty fathoms; it has 
four galleries or bottoms : the firlt, Benzelsband, the fecond, Adolphus Frederic, the 
third, Guftavus the 3d, and the fourth, Guflavus Adolphus, the Prince-royal, the 
breadth of the gallery of the latter name is feventeen fathoms. Independent of thefe 
grand galleries, there are feveral worked which are fmaller. It has three principal 
fhafis ; one for the workmen alone, another may be availed of near the hydraulic en- 
gine, but this is a bad defcent, and only ferves for the workmen employed at the pumps. 
You defcend to the interior of the mine by tolerably commodious fteps. In afcending 
from the lowett gallery, you have to go up three ladders of fifty, forty-three, and thirty- 
four fteps, before you arrive at the ftables; on reaching the ftables, you are fenfible of 
cold, which fenfation arifes from the vicinity of the pumps. On leaving the ftables, 
you mount again by three other ladders each of thirty-fix fteps; you afterwards find 
five others of thirty, thirty-fix, thirty, twerity, and thirty fteps, after which you arrive 
at a door of communication with the pumps; here being come to day light, the torches 
are extinguifhed though you have ftill two ladders to afcend, one of forty, the other 
of thirty-two fteps; the firft is very damp: the whole number of ladders are thirteen, 
and of {teps four hundred and fifty.two. The mouth by which you defcend is about 
twelve feet over; it takes from two hours to two hours and a half to make the tour of 
this mine. ‘The ore here is found in extreme large metallic mafles not very difficult to 
work; in many places it is reduced to powder: the works of the mine appear to be 
-very well underftood, yet did we experience dampnefs in certain parts: there isa gate 
midway of the depth of the mine, which is fhut on holidays, which gate we had a difli- 
culty in getting through, on account of a pool of water before it. Notwithftanding the 
immenfe quantity of ore which is extracted from the prefent galleries, three new ones 
are begun ; thefe are {filed works of fpeculation. ‘The fubterraneous vaults are large 
and handfome, in no part are you obliged to {toop; you muit be cautious in paffing 
fuch parts where wood has been burnt to mollify the ore,as you may otherwife be fuf- 
focated with the fmoak and heat which remains fora long time afterwards; in this opera- 
tion much wood is ufed and very little gunpowder. No more than thirty workmen are 
employed in this mine, twenty of which are conftantly at work ; the ore is fent to dif- 
ferent parts to be melted. ‘The principal place, Ni/hytian, is a mile diftant from the 
3.N 2 mine. 
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mine. An amateur may meet here with the following articles: iron ore granulated, in 
~ very friable grains. Lamillated hematites of a blueifh colour. Molybdene. Quartz. 

Druzes of quartz. Mineral pitch. Fibrous fchoerle, and coarfe and hard amianthus. 
- It will be feen there is no great variety of curious matters. 

The mountain in which this mine is fituated is not very lofty, notwithftanding which 
the profpect it affords is delightful ; from the houfe of the infpe@or, when the horizon 
is not overclouded, you may diftinguifh the fteepleof Fahlun ; the pumps are perceived 
at a very great diflance, and extend over a large fpace. 

From Sceter to Grangue is four miles and a half to the Weft. Here are large and 
curious mines of iron ; but you have to return thence the fame way you go, and the 
road has nothing to recommend it. 

From Sceter you may make a flight excurfion to Leefos, wliere is a filver and copper 
mine, fmall ut interefting; it is fituated in the parifh of Skieder; here is found na- 
tive filver very rare. Galena in cubes, fealy, and fteel grained. Yellow copper ore, 
blende, arfenical pyrites, calcareous ftone, fluor of different colours, rather fcarce, rock 
flint, and rock horn: after leaving the mine, and vifiting the foundry, you return to: 
Seeter. If the traveller fhould have leifure, he may take a turn on the Oppofite fide to 
Grengiefberg, where are feveral iron mines, and-where fome curious minerals may be 
had; fuch as iron ore, black and folid, granulated, in fine grains and micacious of varie 
ous very lively colours, blue, green, golden, and yellow, cryftallifed in oétaedra in the 
body of the common ore. Solid hematites of a blueifh colour, lamillated and cellularly 
cryftallifed, and micacious and fparkling. Mineral pitch. Micacious and {triated pot- 
ter’s tone. Calcareous cryftals of {par in flat hexagons, piled irregularly one above 
another, and covered with very fine druzes of quartz. Druzes of quartz enveloping 
iron ore in fuch manner, that the pieces feem like broken nuts of iron ore glued over 
with cryftallifed quartz. If defirous of vifiting this mine, the fhorteft way will be from 
Hedemora, as well as to go to that of Garpenberg, a mile away on the other fide of the 
Dahl, near a fmall lake : thefe are mines of copper which have been worked for a very 
long time, but which at prefent are on the decline ; they belong to Mr. Vahrendorf: 
in thefe are found copper ore of grey, yellow, and pale yellow colour. Teffilated and 
fealy. galena, Blende. Green fpar, fometimes enamelled at the furface with yellow 
copper ore. Potter’s ftone of different forts. Norrka quartz, or potter’s ftone, en+ 
crufted with garnets: after vifiting the foundry at this place, you return to Hedemora. . 

From Sceter to. Fahlun, through Naglarby, is three miles and a half; you return by 
the way paffed over before, pafs by the fide of the mine which is left at the right, and 
afterwards under the gutters of the pumps; along the whole of this ftage you meet 
with chinks which prefent infallible indices of a confiderable revolution in this quarter, 
they obliging you to make too long circuits, which much lengthen the road you have to 
pafs: a little beyond Naglarby you crofs the Dad/, but ere this you find yourlelf clofe 
upon Tuna, a mine of zinc and filver, which was prolific in the time of Guftavus Adol+ 
phus, and from the produce of which he made his prefents ; at prefent it is deferted. 
Nearer to Sceter is the old filver mine of Si/verget, now abandoned; two miles from 
Tuna is Gagnef, where load{tones of great virtue have been found; but of thefe at pre- 
fent none are to be met with. After croffing the Dadi, we left the great road and turned 
to the right at a place called Orncs, half a mile diftant ; after going over a bridge 
acrofs a river and coafting a very pleafant lake, we came to the houfe wherein Guftavus 
Vafa was concealed in 1520, when purfued by the fatellites of Chriftiern. 

This houfe, the conftruction of which is fingular, has been conftantly preferved in its 
primitive ftate ; the ftaircafe is on the out fide, in the fecond ftory is the room which 

Was 
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was occupied by Guftavus; it is tolerably large, and almoft perfeétly fquare, on the two 
fides of the door on the infide, are the two faithful grey Dalecarlians dreft in white wool- 
len cloth, and armed from top to toe, with the fugar-loaf hat worn by them at the time; 
by the fide of them and near the bed is the faithful domeftic who conitantly followed 
the fortune of Guftavus; he him{clf is in the corner oppofite to the door ftanding armed 
under a canopy, in his right hand he holds his general’s ftaff, and his left is placed on a 
bible ona table on which are his helmet and gloves; every thing belonging to the bed 
has been preferved ; above and on the fides of the door as well as thofe of the bed are 
infcriptions in letters of gold analagous to the events of the life of Guftavus I. ; near . 
the bed is the genealogical tree of his houfe, continued to Guftavus III., although his 
immediate race was long before extinguifhed; Guftavus III. bearing relation to him 
only by the female fide. Around the chamber are fome geographical charts, and rather 
coarfe portraits of the Kings and Queens of Sweden from the time of Guflavus Vafa. ~ 
You-are afterwards fhewn the privy in which he was concealed, and whence-he efcaped. 
to effeét the union which afterwards took place at Mora. The lake offers the moft 
pleafing point of view imaginable: a curious traveller will not mifs the opportunity of 
noticing this houfe, and certainly will find it highly interefting fince it ferved as an 
alfylum to one of the greateft men who ever graced the throne or human nature. 

The tranflators of the fecond travels of Mr. Coxe, has made him commit a number 
of errors in his defcription of this houfe, fuch even as make it doubtful if he were fuf:. 
ficiently. well acquainted with the Englifh to have attempted a tranilation.. We advife 
our readers moreover to give no greater credit to the relation of a Dutch officer, who 
affirms (page 165, in 8vo. la Haye, 1789,) “that you muft turn out of the highway for: 
half a mile, and travel over a dreadful road and frightful mountains in order to arrive: 
there.’ We have before had occafion to point out a number of errors in this work, and 
are far from having enumerated the whole. Were the road even as bad as is defcribed, 
{till would the traveller, if poffeffed of a particle of curiofity, feel himfelf induced to vifit 
this interefting houfe: it is howeyer no more than a fhort quarter of a league.out of the 
way, nor are there either frightful rocks or precipices between. 

You begin to fmell the fulphur at a pretty confidcrable diftance from Fahlun: there 
we arrived in the middle of the night, and from the number of open furnaces burning 
for the purpofe of grilling the ore, thefe feemced to us a general conflagration. The 
mift over the mouth of the mine is very thick ; the road runs by it and even under the: 
fpouts of the pumps. : 

Fahlun, the capital of Dalecarlia, is a town of no great fize, containing but four thou- 
fand inhabitants. Its charter is dated 30th OGober, 1641: it poffefled charters of earlier 
date, that is to fay 1608 and 1624, but thefe were granted, principally that trials might 
be made, and have been amended in the charter firft mentioned. The church built in 
165¢, is covered with copper, which covering has already been renewed three times. 

‘rhe traveller, if he be provident, will write beforehand to fome merchant.in order to 
procure lodging, (a number of people let apartments at fo much per diem,) for owing to 
the {mall number of ftrangers who vifit this place, there is but one inn in the fquare 
near the church, which it is true is a tolerably good one, but which may perchance be 
full, as we found the cafe. ‘The only object of curiofity in this town is the copper mine 
and its pertinences: thefe certainly recompenfe you for your trouble, which on pur part 
we were no ways difpofed to regret. ! 

The famous mine of Kopparberg is at the diftance of five hundred toifes from the 
town: its origin is unknown ; its moft ancient exifting charter is that of Magnus Smek, 
in 1347, which afcertains that there were anterior charters. At different periodsit has 

experienced 
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experienced damage, the falling in of parts of it th 1789, lafted for two days. The great. 
eft depth of the mine (in 1791,) was one hundred and eighty-nine fathoms. ‘The main 
fhaft, the depth of which is forty, included in the one hundred and eighty-nine, and which 
the laft fall has fomewhat diminifhed, is two hundred fathoms long by one hundred and 
twenty broad ; you defcend to this by a wooden ftaircafe formed on the rock, and at 
the extremity of this large opening you find the entrance into the mine: erhaps there 
is none in the world the defcent of which is lefs fatiguing 5 it has ft s the whole 
way to the bottom, the lait twelve fathoms excepted, down which you go by an iron 
ladder; this is the moft unpleafant part of the defcent, or rather the only one that is at 
all fo, it conducts you to the deepeft part called Armfcld?s bole. the ftaircafos are 
fo convenient that even the horfes employed in the mine, twenty-two ia number, go up 
and.come down them; but when by any extraordinary accilent the flaircafes become 
impailable, they are let down the great pits by means of cords, in a fpecics of harneis 
made on purpofe (for the Chriftmas review.) Some years ago the new ftaircafes not 
being yet compleat and the old one being unfit for longer fervice, they were drawn up 
and let down conftantly in this manner. The following are the different galleries you 
find in going over the mine, and their depths from the fummit of the ftaircafe of the 
great opening: thegallery of Bonde forty-two fathoms. Of Tilas forty-three. A fmall 
gallery at prefent abandoned, owing to the fall of the roof in 1789 ; the vault now en- 
creafes in fize as you arrive at the ftaircafe of Gufavus III. ; a dirty road with a little 
ftreamlet : the vaults are fix feet high and from four to five broad. The gallery of 
Sophia Albertine, tixty-five fathoms. ‘The gallery of Prince Charles, feventy-two: vaults 
of mafonry. ‘The gallery of the Fiotze, eighty-eight: here you diftinguihh a vitriolic imell 
proceeding from a communication with the fhaft of Guftavus Adolphus; here is a 
forge, a furnace, and an anvil. The gallery of Mars, one hundred; here you feel a 
fmart breeze, and are offended by a very difagreeable finell. ‘Che North gallery one 
hundred and nine. The gallery of Prince Guftavus one hundred and nine ; they are 
at work in this at prefent. The Brother one hundred and ten. Rolamb one hundred 
and ten; a large vault where they are now at work, they have fupported the roof by 
means of fcantling, and at prefent are compleating the boarding, having removed the 
cords. The Hall of Council one hundred and eighteen; here you find tables and a 
chandelier, here it was the King flopped and wrote his name in 1788, on the 2oth of 
September, on fome pyrites found in the mine, which is framed and glazed. le dee 
{cended into the mine alfo in 1755 and 1768, Here as you afcend it is cuftomary to 
take refrefhment, which we were enabled to do through the civil provifion of Mr. Gahn. 
The gallery of the Crown one hundred and eighteen ; this has a communication with. 
King Fredoric’s fhaft. ‘The Cro/+, one hundred and twenty-three, has a very handfome 
vault, in which there were men at work; this is the bottom of Frederic Adolphus’s 
fhaft; here we faw the ore tranfported on poles faflened together, and laid ona carriage 
with fix wheels, two of which are under the load. The gallery of the Polar Star one 
hundred and forty-nine. The gallery of Count Frederic one hundred and forty-nine. 
Of Count Charles one hundred and forty-nine. Of Stiernerona one hundred and eighty- 
two: the appearance of this pit is very curious ; its machinery is worked by horfes. A 
diftance beneath is a communication with the previoufly mentioned pit. “The gallery 
Fri one hundred and fifty feven fathoms deep, communicates with the pit Stierncrena : 
a machine worked by a horfe, with a furnace and anvil. The gallery of the Cavalier 
one hundred and fifty-eight fathoms. Leyonmarck one hundred and fixty-eight.. Baron 
<frmfeldt one hundred and feventy-three.  Grefve galerie one hundred and fixty-eight. 
At the extremity you come to the iron ladder which leads to Armft/d?s hole. -The earth 
of 
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of the mine is not a mineral earth ; the whole of the ore is concentrated in one fpot not 
in vein, but metallic maffes ; that upon which they are at prefent at work is imagined to 
be of conic form, notwithftamding the oppofite affertion of Mr. Jars, in his metallurci- 
cal travels, a work in many refpects defervedly efteeméd, yet which at the fame time is 
not exempt from errors. Of  pyrites that anfwer the magnet, found in the mine, there 
is none but that of a greyifh caft, nor of any other defcription but the greenifh and the 
wiitith yellow ; the fir of thefe two contains copper alone, in the proportion of from 
24 to 30 per cent; aud on the proportionate mixture of thefe three pyrites, is it that 
the richnefs of the ore depends. ‘The defver flag, or greyithpyrites (mifreprefented by 
Mr Jars as reddifh,) never ccatains any copper. 

Beneath is given an account of the expence of the mine from 1779 to 1788 together 
with i 
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The ore of Fahlun is poor, it was much richer formerly. In the ferenteenth century 
the produce of the mine exceeded twenty thoufand fchippunds: at prefent the ore 
yields no more than two per cent. of metal. ‘Thegreat mine has four wells by which the 
ore is drawn up, that of Adolphus Frederick, that of King Frederic, that of the Count 
de Creutz, one hundred and twelve toifes deep, and that of Count Wrede. The fecond 
is one hundred and twenty toifes deep. ‘There are fix tubs, two hydraulic engines, and 
one for the pumps. The machines for raifing the ore are nine in number. ‘The great 
mine is divided into five diftricts, ‘which are to be reduced tothree. Each diltrict has 
two infpectors at a falary of roorix-dollars. The great mine and the free mines, 
(that is to fay thofe which belong to individuals, and pay no duty to the crown) are 
united, (the fecond paragraph, page forty fix, of the work of Mr. Jars is untrue.) ‘The 
cord ufed for the well of King Frederic, weighs feven fchippunds ¢ it might be better 
made. ‘he workmen are prohibited defcending by the means of the tubs, the vitriolic 
liquid eating the cords, and even the iron chains; the firft are of leather and laft about 
zyear. Laft year (17¢0) two hundred fchippunds of lead were extracted from the 
mine, eight hundred marks of filver (the firft trial), and two hundred ducats value of 
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The ore fi 


ch contains filver is heated in a reverberating furnace, in which by the 
jon of ti ft-pipe on the fire the lead calcines and becomes litharge; the Glyer 
when fated faliing on the afhes of which the crucible is made. 

The mine is divided into one thoufand two hundred ‘hares for the interior workalone; 
the price of a fhare of late years has been from 166 to 199 rix-dollars. : 

Below the product for the laft twenty years is given. The firft fum indicates the divi- 
dend of each fhare, and the fecond the expence of each fhare holden for the extraction 
* of 
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of the ore, exclufive of the workmen, which are not comprized therein. The expence 
of the mine is paid in part by the fharesholders, partly by the public cheft of the fociety, 
end the profits arifing from the fale of five parcels from each lottery ; of this we fhall 
{peak prefently. : ; ; 

‘The following fums are in copper dollars, 18 to the rix-dollar. 
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‘The water-works are extremely well imagined. The water is furnifhed by three 
neighbouring lakes, which, divided into nine channels, ferves to turn as many wheels, the 
finalleft of which is twenty-nine French feet in diameter, and the largeft forty. There 
is no interruption to their working, even in the moft rigorous winters. Thefe lakes alfo 
furnifh the water requifite for thirty copper furnaces. A river which runs through the 
town ferves twenty others, and by means of the lake, which has a communication with 
the Dahl, and which flows by Fahlun, the fuel is tranfported which is ufed in the mine 
and furnaces; within a quarter of a mile from the town, and the town itfelf, there are 
fixty, and half a mile from the town, are ten others. Gunpowder is continually ufed 
in the mine; the report of it is loud, yet not fo much fo as related. They kindle 
fires of wood in the mine once a week ; thefe are lighted on Saturday noon, and burn 
all Sunday, and part of Monday, fo that the fmoak is not fufficiently difperfed to allow 
the labourers to go to work, and confequently to permit your vifiting the mine before 
Tuefday morning. ‘There are four hundred workmen employed who are paid by the 
ton, and earn from five to fix rix-dollars per month. Let us now examine the procefs 
the ore undergoes after its extra€tion from the mine. 

Roafting and meliing. The firtt roafting takes place in the open air, in a plain betwecn 
the mine and the town, in furnaces made of common ftone, with openings round the 
fides; thefe are of different dimenfions, and may hold from one hundred to’two huns 
dred and fifty tons of ore. At the bottom of the furnace a double layer of wood is placed, 
and the ore upon it in a pyramid of great or {maller elevation. ‘This procefs appeared 
to us to be very flovenly ; it lafts from fifteen to twenty days. The effeé of the roaft- 
ing is generally the expulfion of. the fulphur, and the calcination of the iron to a certain 
degree when that is fublimed. Part of the fulphur at the fame time is decompofed, and 
fome of its acid adheres to theiron ; in this ftate the iron is very fufible, and forms by 
admixture a black metallic glafs, which ferves moftly as a very powerful flux, for the 
greater part of the {tones which adhere to the ore, from it poffeffing this property,not all 
but only a part of the fulphur is expelled at the firft roafling. At the firft fufion which 
fucceeds the roafting, that part of the iron which has loft its fulphur is converted into 
the metallic glafs before mentioned, which diffolves and melts at the fame time all ftony 
matter, forming thus a matter called /corie, which being {pecifically lighter than the 
more metallic part, floats at the top in the crucible, and runs off as they continue filling 
it by an opening in front of the furnace called the eye. At the bottom of the crucible 
the more metallic part of the iron is found united with the copper, and ftill retaining 
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its fulphur, forming a fort of ore or richer pyrites of copper; purged from all ftony 
matter, and called in Swedith Aier/fein, which matter contains from ten to fifteen pounds 
of copper per quintal, in lieu of two, which was the proportion in the rough fate. "This 
Jfrierftein or concentrated and purified ore, which is let out from the furnace by means of - 
a hole in the fide, as foon and as often as the crucible is full, is afterwards roafted four 
or five times, in order that all the remaining fulphur may be fublimed. On the fecond 
fufion which follows this fecond roafting, all the remaining iron is converted into foorie, 
fo that copper alone remains at the bottom of the crucible, yet mixed with from 8 to 12 
per cent. in the whole, of iron, zinc, lead, arfenic, &c. all of which are afterwards fe. 
parated at the refinery at Afveftad. The {econd roafting, which requires four or five 
fires, takes place in a houfe fheltered from the inclemency of the weather, requiring 
much more care and attention in managing the fire than the former, The furnaces 
employed for founding are from ten to fourteen feet higher than the crucible; thofe for 
roaiting are kilns, fomewhat refembling thofe ufed for lime in France, walled in on 
three fides and open at the other. If inftead of two roaftings and fufions the fame re- 
fult were fought to be effe€ted by ane procefs, there would be a rifk of lofing too much 
copper in the fcories, of having the copper extra@ted too much combined with iron, 
and other heterogeneous matter, and confequently of a much greater lofs at the refinery ; 
. for in all chemical preparations when there is a great difproportion in the matters re- 
quired to be feparated, (as here between the iron and the copper, the one containing 
two per cent, of the one and fifty of the other) the extract of neither can be had exactly 
pure or free from heterogeneous mixture by a fingle procefs, fo long as fuch a difpros 
portion exifts. Thefe different roaftings and fufions for converting the ore into copper 
take up altogether about fix months. 

To be qualified for a founder a man mutt abfolutely be a proprietor, the holder of a 
certain portion of land, and poffefs a fhare in a foundry. The founders undergo ex« 
amination before certain numbers of the council of the mines, nominated for the pure 
pofe. Their profits are no more than one rix-dollar per fchippund, and fometimes even 
they are lofers; formerly, but this happened very rarely, they gained from five to fix 
rix-dollars; all however depends on the price which is paid for the ore at public auce 
tion ; commonly of late years thirty tons of ore have produced a {chippund of copper ; 
rarely has it happened that twenty-fix or twenty-eight tons have yielded that quantity. 
The expence of founding is generally half a dollar per tom as an average price; each 
founder commonly produces from 260 to 300 fchippunds annually: The ton of ore 
is 6,3, cubic feet of Sweden ; the ton of charcoal at Fahlun is 5.°o cubic feet, but in 
every other part of Sweden it is the fame as a ton of ore. Eighteen tons of charcoal is 
one horfe’s draught, and cofts commonly from 32 to 36 and 4o fchillings. In 1790, the 
price was 56 fchillings, and in 1791, 48, on account of the mildnefs of the winter, and 
the fhort duration of the /ledge feafon. The crown furnifhes nearly 30,000 ftig, ata 
certain price, viz. 8000 at 20 {chillings, and the refidue at 18. This fupply is brought 
in by the peafantry of the eight neareft arithes, as a commutation for territorial con- 
tribution, and the capitation tax. The whole confumptioa is about 70,000 Stig, which 
the peafantry are paid for in the following manner :— ; : 

The ore trom the mine is divided into fixteen lots, one of thefe lots is afleffed bya 
comptroller, and ferves as an eftimate for the reft, which are drawn for by lot (five of 
the fifteen ferve to pay expences); this diftribution takes place four times a week. T he 
crown was wont to receive the fourth {chippund until 1770, it now receives no more than 
the eighth. 
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’ The officers are a prefident, a mafter of the mines, two jurors, a fifcal, a mafter of 
the engines, eight /tigere, a comptroller for dividing the ore; anumber of book-keepers, 
and at the weighing engine an infpeGior on account of the crown. ‘Lhe council of the 
miné fits twice a week: as. often as any occurrence takes place of any importance regard- 
ing the fociety, it aflembles and gives its advice. 7 
Here a variety of ores, rock, and other {tones are found in abundance, that is to fay, 
precipitate of copper, yellow copper ore, fteel grained, fcorie grained, white copper ore, 
yellow, hepatic, grey, black, very much impregnated with iron, yellow in oftaedra, en- 
erufted with mica; iron ore of a blackifh caft, which anfwers the magnet, very rare, 
and o@taedral enerufted with mica, likewife attra€ted by the magnet, cryftallized pyp- 
fum, rhomboidal and prifmatic, martial pyrites, fometimes in a cryftallized ftate ; mineral 
pitch, rather rare, fluoric cryftallized gypfum, and white ftriated caleareous fpar, pra- 
nulated calcareous ftone, rock garnets, garnets cryftallized in decaedra, fometimes ‘as 
large as a man’s head, (Mr. Gahn has one of an enormous fize 3) arock of fibrous ftri- 
ated and flarry.fchoerle, potter’s ftone, granulated and folid quartz, unctuous and dry ; 
amianthus, galena fraught with filver in large cubes and fealy, f{caiy blend, blue, green, 
and white nativeVitriol, the latter very rare; zeolites very friable, and of a brick colour ; 
fometimes among the {coriz you meet with eurious matters among other cryftals of the 
fame form as the bluith cellulary hematites. 
Vitriol manufactory. In 1775, by private contrat, a privilege was granted to three 
rfons to make vitriol; the water from the mine is received in arefervoir, and thence 
conduéted bya canal to fix compartments, made on a very high wooden {caffold, one 
hundred and twenty-eight feet long ; thefe canals have a number of holes.on each fide 
to admit the water to drop over faggots of three feet breadth, fome lying and others 
ereét, made of birch for want of other wood ; fixty-fix cocks let out the water into the 
fix compartments of the canal, which is about two fect broad from one extremity to 
the other, perhaps an inch more at the entrance of the firft compartment ; this flight 
increafe-of breadth, however, we conceive, has been accidental, although the fize of the 
compartments might be lefs by degrees fince the volume of water decreafes. The water 
is then let into the firft compartment, whence it falls into another refervoir, through. the 
chinks; it is carried back into the fecond, whence it drops again into the third refer- 
voir, and fo on to the fixth, when it is plain it will depofit moft of vitriolic matter, the 
quantity encreafing at every frefh exudation. The {pecific gravity of the water being 
1280, on coming from the mine is reduced after the graduation’to 1450, or at moft 
1260. In winter the works are fufpended. “After this operation it is.put into leaden 
boilers with iron, to precipitate the copper, and faturate the acidity of the vitriol, where 
the water is evaporated for the fpace.of twelve or thirteen hours, thence it is conveyed 
into bafons to clarify, in which it depofits its fediment: to prevent the too: fudden 
cooling of the matter, thefe bafons are made of wood coated with clay, and are covered: 
with planks; in thefe it remains from fix to twelve or twenty-four hours, according to 
the gravity of the water; from thefe bafons it runs by means of fpouts into others to cry{- 
‘tallize, wherein it is fuffered to remain fourteen days, at the expiration of which the vi- 
triol remains at the bottom, on the fides, and adhering to fticks placed in the bafons; if 
any fediment yet remains it is heated anew; the cryftals are laid on an inclined plain 
for the water to efcape: the lye or firft matter which is not cryftallized is.poured into 
awell apart, whence it is taken to be heated again with frefh lye. In order to dry the 
cryftals they are laid on thelves of four ftories, and in two or three days, according to the 
feafon, it is effeted; the quantity of vitriol annually made is eight hundred {chip- 
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punds, which fell at Stockholm for three rix-dollars, thirty-two {chillings, per {chip- 
und. : 

i Precipitation of the copper. In order to precipitate the copper in the vitriolic water, it 

is fuffered to fall repeatedly over old iron by different cafcades, each about twelve feet 

high, and difpofed like ftairs ; this water afterwards circulates in a number of fmall 

channels furnifhed with old iron, and laying on level ground. 

Red colour. To make this they begin with wafhing the earth, which is afterwards baked 
in an oven for twelve hours; with this they paint their houfes, mixing with it a fmall 
quantity of vitriolic water, mixed with flour and boiling water, which is the moft general 
praGtice, or mingle with it oil of flax, which is a more expenfive mode; it is allo mixed 
with boiling vitriolit water, and a little pitch, or wich pitch alone for painting the doors 
and roofs: with pitch and oil of turpentine, or oil of turpentine alone; this colour 
prelerves wood from rotting from the gencration of mols, &c. it cofts two rix-dollars 
the ton, of eleven lifpunds Fiet ; a thoufand tons of it are annually fent to Stockholm. 

For the information he afforded us, and his civility ia accompanying us over every 
part of the works, we are highly indebted to Mr. Gahn; yet do we advife all who may 
yeceive letters of recommendation to this gentleman, to procure from him whatever 
they may be defirous of knowing before they leave Fahlun; for in fpite of the moft 
formal promifes, notwithftanding we ourfelves had furnifhed him with valuable docu- 
ments, of which he, was highly folicitous, we yet were unable to obtain from him one 
finale anfwer to the numerous letters we wrote to him, as foon as he had gained from 
us all he wifhed. Travellers cannot too ftrongly imprefs on their minds that nine tenths 
of thofe perfons who have fhewn them the greatelt civility, forget them by-the time of 
their arriving at the firft flage: this we have generally experienced, notwith{tanding 
we have every where met with kindnefs. From Fahlun to Elfdal, by Mora, is eleven 
miles. 

Mora isa very confiderable parifh, fince it contains nearly fifteen thoufand inhabitants, 
but what renders this place the moit remarkable is its being that where Guftavus Vala 
harangued the Dalecarlians, from a {tone which is {till fhewn, and where he affembled 
the troops with which he drove Chriftian IL from Stockholm, What gives further in- 
tereft to the fpot, Guftavus IIL. in 1778, harangued the fame people from the fame ftone, 
with equal perfuafion, and obtained from them the like affiftance, with yet a remarkable 
difference, that the enemies againft whom Guftavus IIL. folicited their fuccour, were not 
Danes. Morais on the road to Elfdal, where are fituated thofe famous quarries of 
porphyry, fo highly deferving the attention of every curious traveller. It is met with in 
many different mountains, always in layers, and of various colours, fuch as black, grey, 
red, and brown, with white, red, and greerrveins. This porphyry is very hard, and re~ 
ceives a moft beautiful polifh; it is found in great abundance ; the quarries are five in 
number. The mode of formation of this ftone, which cannot be ranked among mar- 
bles, but rather with jafpers, contributes to render it greatly varied ; hence each quarry 
is of a different complexion and compofition. Porphyry of a brownifh or blackith red, 
with fmall white ftones, is that of which the largeft blocks have hitherto been found. It 
is precifely fimilar to the porphyry called Leucoitrios, defcribed by Pliny. In 1730 it 
was a matter of doubt whether or not Dalecarlia produced porphyry, and authors began 
difputing, fome affirming, others taking the negative. ‘This difpute was determined at 
jength in 1786, when the fenator, Count de Bielke, then prefident of the college of mines, 
propofed an affociation of 2500 fhares, at 5 rix-dollars each. ‘This project was adopted, 
and the quarries were begun in May 1788. The five quarries vary in the colour and 
veins. Some blocks are trom four to five ells fquare. There are even flattering hopes 
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cf finding green and blue porphyry, dependant on the form of the pebbles, which are 
met with im abundance. On this fpot and in the neighbourhood rock pebbles are 
alfo found, red jafper, filicious breches or pouddingues, among others one of deep brown 
porphyry, with knots of palered. A quantity of granite, not fo handfome as that of 
the neighbourhood ofStockholm. The {tone is tranfported on fledges during the win- 
ter, and in f{ummer on waggons, as far as Wefteros, where it is embarked for Stock- 
holm. 

We shall enter into a detail of this interefting eftablifiment. The direétion of it on 
the fpot is committed toa very capable perfon, (Mr. Hagftreeum,) for whom care fhould 
be taken to be provided with letters of recommendation. There are a hundred men 
employed by the day, befides a great number who work by the piece in chipping the 
blocks. A labourer’s pay is from fix to nine {chillings per diem, The work effected 
in the firft years of the eftablifhment can afford no juft idea of its poflible perfection, 
fince the expence of the different parts of the procels is to be regarded, the mills, faws, 
polifhing machines, &c. ‘The method ufed for feparating the porphyry is the fame as is 
adopted in Italy. ‘Ihe pieces are traced with fteel pointed inftruments, which are after- 
wards feparated by wedges driven by main force. At this manufactory all forts of uten- 
fils are made, tables, vafes, mortars, in one word you may have made whatever you 
will by ordering it at the office ettablifhed for the purpofe at the mint at Stockholm. A 
table of thirty-fix inches by eighteen, cofts 30 rix-dollars ; twenty-five by feventeen 
one-third, 18 rix-dollars, of which 12 are paid for workmanship; eighteen by twelve, 
g'rix-dollars, the workmen are paid 6. A vafe of eighteen inches perfectly well turn. 
ed and hollowed, cofts 4o rix-dollars ; of fourteen inches, 26 rix dollars; of twelve 
inches, 25 rix-dollars; the prices are rather below thefe at prefent. Small. articles are 
in the fame proportion, although in general the larger coft but little more on the fpot 5 
thus the latter afford a profit of at leaft 50 per cent. while the former pays no more 
than 4 or 6. This eftablifhment deferves minute attention. ‘The traveller fhould con- 
trive to plan his excurfion fo as to have it take place either in fummer or the feafon 
for fledges; although in the latter the fnow will prevent the fight of a number of in- 
terefting objects, particularly the ftone at Mora.. Soon as the thaw begins this road is 
impaffible. You have to return to Fahlun by the fame road. On the way you may 
vifit the copper mine of Mortamberg, in the parith of Rattvick, which has been but re+ 
cently opened. In it you find copper ore of a grey colour ; fometimesin azure, green, 
yellow and lightifh yellow cryftals ; mountain green; galena in fmall quantities ; mar- 
tial pyrites; mineral pitch ; very flender druzes of quartz; white quartz ; calcareous 
fpar ; potter’s ftone ; and amianthus in flender veins. In walking through the 
parith of Rattvick you often find folid calcareous ftones filled with petrifactions, fuch as 
orthocerathites, fometimes replete with mineral pitch, and calcareous fpar, frequently in 
cryftals ; fhells and corals of different forts, and very rare lithnites. From Mortam- 
berg you may proceed to Selfberg, where a fmall vein of galena is worked, which is in 
a flight degree argentiferous. ‘The vein yields galena, red and yeliow blend, lapis cala- 
minaris, calcareous fpar, bréche of calcareous ftone, and black flate, fometimes mixed 
with galena; and /umachelle, or calcareous {tone mingled with petrified fhells, with 
which alfo a portion of galena is fometimes blended. From Silfberg to Ofmund/berg, 
a pretty confiderable mountain, containing folid calcareous ftone ; idem, in form of 
balls, impregnated with petroleum, and occafionally hollow, and lined infide with cal- 
careous fpar in drazes ; fluid, yet thick petroleum ; bituminous flate, frequently full of 
minute petrifacions; blue clay, containing a flight portion af filver; fuller’s earth 5 
and martial pyrites. : ; 
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. ‘Wecannot take leave of Fahlun without an acknowledgment to Mr. Nordin, the go- 
vernor of the province, for the kindnefs he fhewed us. During the whole of our ftay at 
that town he made his houfe ourhome. _ ; 

This is the feafon for giving fome account of this province and its inhabitants. ; 

Dalecarlia is a large province, eighty leagues long by fixty broad at leaft. Tillage 
lands are fearce in it, and in confequence it is far from being peopled in proportion to 
its extent, containing little more than one hundred and twenty thoufand inhabitants. 
Its mines and forges are its principal and almoft only wealth; but in this country, in- 
terfeéted by lakes, forefls, and torrents, dwells a brave and loyal people, at all times 
attached to their fovereigns and to freedom ; for they do not regard fuch union .as in- 
compatible. In Dalecarlia, above all other parts of Sweden, is the remembrance of its 
valiant deliverer cherifhed. ‘The peafant, the artifan, the people at large, all of them 
talk of Guftavus Vafa: they call to mind that to their anceftors it was he owed hig 
crown. It exalts their imagination, and they fpeak of it with pride and pleafure. This 
people, nearly as rude as their mountains, poffefles the fame rugged manners, the fame 
charatteriftics. Free as heretofore, they deem the chains of flavery infupportable. At- 
tached to their King, they look for a chief in him and not a mafter: ever ready to ftep 
forward in his defence, the Dalecarlian of the prefent day has proved to Guftavus III. 
that he has not degenerated. The Dalecarlians poffefs the right of fhaking hands with 
the Princes of the blood royal, and even with the King himfelf upon meeting with 
him: to this we were eye-witnefles at-‘Haga one day while attending His Majefty, who 
had the goodnefs to affure us of the truth of the exiftence of this cuftom. ‘The Dale- 
carlians are divided into black and grey; a denomination arifing from their drefs, which 
is perpetually of one or the other of thefe colours. 

From Fahlun to Gefle is thirteen miles; you pafs through Strand, Upbo, Smedby, 
Reurfoyitan, Sarftad Afen, Haugbo, and Beck: there isa different road, fhorter by two 
miles and a half, but which is only paffable in the fummer time. 

You pafs over nearly the fame road before traverfed on leaving Fablun, for the poft- 
office of Upbo is but half'a mile from Sceter, on the oppofite fide of the river. In the 
third ftagé you crofs the Dahl three times over a floating bridge. From Smedby to 
Sarftad a very woody country, At Reeurfhyttan is a confiderable forge, and a number 
of othcrs between that place and the fucceeding ftage, particularly at a large village, 
near a river, which you crofs over a bridge. Before you reach Sarftad, you come to 
a barrier, which divides Daiecarlia from Geftricie. We were very well accommodated 
at Sarftad, where we flept. Halfa mile from Sarftad, out of the road, are the iron 
mines of ‘Torfacker, of great extent. In them are found black iron ore granulated ; 
galena blended with the iron ore; martial pyrites; garnets, both large and “fmall, « 
but full of chinks; rocks of garnets, calcareous fpar, and quartz. At half a 
mile from the mines is a mountain called Kicerberg, which yields black garnets, min- 
gled with calcareous and granulated white {par, forming very pretty but very friable 
mafles. ‘The works of this mine are fuperb ; the galleries admirable, and highly de- 
ferving of notice. From Reeurfhyttan to Gefle there are a greater number of villages, - 
and many houfes ftanding by themfelves in the country, the refult of the number of 
mines and forges. The roads likewife are better, and here and there you fee fome 
fields of corn. At the beginning of the laft ftage you pafs a bridge, and another be- 
fore you arrive at Gefle; the latter of ftone, with a baluftrade of iron, and an infcrip. 
tion, importing that it was built in 1772, under the adminiftration of Mr. Sparre, in com- 
memoration of the revolution. 

Gefle, 
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Gefle. A {mall town, of from five to fix thoufand inhabitants; it is more confider- 
able than Fahlun, and much more pleafant from ‘ts fituation on the gulph of Bothnia. 
Tts port is formed by a long jetty, from the extremity of which the profpedt is delight- 
ful. A canal paffes through the town. Its trade is confiderable, fo much fo, as to 
make it rank the third in the kingdom for the extent of its exports, and at leaft the 
fourth in point of importation. Very large quantities of iron are fhipped hence. In 
1787 fifty-two veffels belonged to this town, carrying fix thoufand fix hundred and for- 
ty-two.tons. Uddevalla and Vifby poflefs more thipping, but the firft exports {carcely 
any thing but fith, and the tonnage of the fecond is not fo great. 

‘At Gefle there isa public fchool. Ihe town-houfe is a handfome building. Mr. de 
Cronftedt, governor of Geftricie, has caufed a map of this province to be engraved, 
which is admirably performed ; we cannot fay the fame, however, of the duties of ci- 
vility to ftrangers addreffed to him; this flight blemith, however, we look upon as 
more than compenfated by his conduét towards, and his zeal in the caufe of Gufta- 
vus IIL., who has not one fubject-more grateful for favours received than is Mr. Cron- 
ftedt. 

Some miles diftant in the neighbourhood of Gefle, towards the weft, are. the forges 
of Tollfors, Walbo, Mafugu and Mackmura, Forfbacka and Heugbo: on the north thofe 
of Offottforf:, Wiferfs, and Axmar. Continuing the road to ‘Yorneo, you traverfe the 
forelt of Tynnebro-heden, which feparates Geltricie from Uelfingie. In this laft province 
are the towns of Sceuderhamn and Hudvifkfvall. In the firft is a manufactory of arms. 
Within reach of the great road are the forges of Longvind, Iggefund, Gnarps, Mafugu, 
and Frantzhamar. 

In the province of Medelpad is the town of Sund/vall; it is watered by the rivers 
Niurunda and Indahls. In the village of Berge, in the parith of Timero, is fhewn a ma- 
chine after the Dutch fafhion, which cuts the metal for coining by means of water. 
The forges of Galfraum, Leugdeun, and Oviken are fituated in this province. 

‘The capital of Angermania is Hernofand: it is the governor’s refidence, as well as 
that of the bifhop, and contains, moreover, an ecclefiattical confiftory and a public 
fchool. “This province produces a quantity-of flax, and is famous for its mode of 
{pinning and working it. ‘The moft confiderable river bears the name ofthe province. 
‘Phe forges of Utenfien, in the parith of Heugziau, and Olosfor/s in that of Nordmaling, 
are upon the high road. 

‘The following towns are contained in the province of Weftrobothnic. Unico, the re- 
fidence of the governor; Pitcs, that of the military governor; Luleo and Torneo; the 
Jatter known by the fojourn made by the academicians fent thither in 1736 to determine 
the figure of the carth. It contains thefe different forges: Horleforfs, in the parith of 
Umeo; Rabersforfi, in that of Bygdeo; Melder/teil in Boleo ; Svafken and Kengis, 
ten miles north of Yorneo. Hither muft you repair if defirous of feeing the fun unin- 
terruptedly for days together ; but this pleafure will be dearly bought by the fatigue 

- of the journey from ‘Torneo, and particularly the additional inconvenience you will ex- 
perience if you thould travel to Ruflia down the eaftern fide of the gulph; fince you 
will have to traverfe an immenfe extent of country, entirely deftitute of all refources, im- 
mediately after you leave the fea. Another fuperior vexation is the prodigious quantity 
of infects of every kind, which {warm through the country in the two or three months 
the fummer lafts. One fpecies of fly in particular draws blood. The inhabitants 
obliged to be upon the rivers, have no other means of protection again{t them than by 
covering their face with a kind of maftic. For the reft, the whole road from Geile is 
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‘gs fine, and the poft duty as well regarded as in any other part of the kingdom. It is 
a difmal country to travel through, on account of the immenfe forefts through which 
you go, but in which you are perfeétly fecure, as well by night as by day, travelling 
through that part of Europe hitherto the lealt infefted with depravity. 

It will be neceflary the traveller fhould be provided with lctters addreffed to the dif- 
ferent governors, who will facilitate his obtaining lodging throughout their provinces: 
generally it is the clergy who receive travellers, and all who have made this journey 
concur in fpeaking highly of their kindnefs and attention. 

If curious to traverfe a part of Lapland, and pafs over to Norway by the mountains, 
the inflruGions fubmitted at the clofe.of the following chapter may be followed in full 
reliance; but aboveall, the adventurer mu{t be inured to fatigue, and refclved on fub- 
mitting to great privations for the fpace of a month at leaft. , 

From Gefle to Sudersfors:is five miles and a half, by E/ficarleby and Mébédé. . Be- 
fore you reach Elfscarleby, you pafs the Dahl in a boat with oars; the poftillions.are 
ufed to leave you at the banks, but this muft not be allowed, on account of the next 
pott-houfe being at fome diitance from the oppofite bank, whither you muft either re- 
{olve on walking, or wait pofhibly fome time for horfes. A quarter of a mile beyond 
Elfscarleby, you follow a narrow road at the right, which leads to the cataract ; it is 
commodioufly feen.from a faw-mill on the’ fide, and ftill better from a finall houfe 
built much lower down, on the brink of the river, for falmon filhing, (the fifhery is 
farmed for 7000 copper dollars). ‘Vhis cataraét is very curious, and with refpect to 
the mafs of water precipitated, is more confiderable than that of Trolhcetta, but with 
refpect to the circumjacent fcenery is poffibly lefs pi€turefque ; there are, neverthelefs, 
fome great trees, which form a charming perfpective, and we recommend both one and 
the other to the traveller’s obfervance. Almoft the whole of the remainder of the 
ftage is through a foreft. You turn to the right in order to reach Méhédé; from Mc- 
hédé to Sudersfors is rather a bad crofs road. On arriving at Suderstors, you pafs 
over a wooden bridge acrofg the Dahl, near which is a very pleafing cafcade; ‘from 
it you have an admirable view of the whole breadth of the river, which is extremely 
wide. 

Sudersfors is an eftate and confiderable forge belonging to Mr. Grill; this is the 
only forge in Sweden at which anchors are caft, and what renders it ftill more intereft- 
ing, the procefs ufed here is entirely different to that in practice ellewhere, where an+ 
chors are made of bar or wroughtiron, whereas here it is made at once ii a mould, of 
caft iron. It is affirmed, that anchors made in this manner are at leaft equai in goodnefs 
with others; they for certain are lefs expenfive, the iron undergoing one fufion lefs by 
the latter procefs. Three thoufand {chippunds are annually manufactured, one thou- 
fand of which into. bars; and two thoufand into anchors; as many as two thoufand 
four hundred have been made occafionally, and even once three thoufand two hundred. 
during the war between France and England; the latter is the largeft poflible quantity 

- that can be manufa@ured. . The ore comes from Dannemora, which is the caufe of the 
excellence of the iron from this forge, as well as in others that ufe it: this ore on its 
arrival is at firft broken, (that at leaft which is in too large pieces,) and is afterwards 
carried into the oven into which it is to be thrown :. of thefe there are two in the open 
air for roafting the ore; one is forty-two feet wide by twenty-five; the other, of the 
fame form is fomewhat lefs; both feven feet in depth: the walls are of brick made from 
froria;, a layer of wood is laid of the whole extent of the bottom, and as ‘high as the 
walls, which is kept burning for the fpace of four weeks ; each procefs of the firft oven 
furnifhes a fupply for feven weeks to the grcat fursace, and of the lefler oven for five 
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weeks anda half. The ore, upon its being withdrawn, is pounded by a large ham. 
mer and thrown into a fieve, whence the fineft part falls into a bucket faftened to an 
iron chain, which carries it to the large furnaces. ‘When this large furnace is once 
heated it continues fo for about fix-and-thirty weeks, more or lefs, without interrup- 
tion; after which a new crucible becomes requifite. The fides of the furnace, al- 
though of bricks made from /coria fixteen ells in thicknefs, require renewal every four 
years. When once the furnace is kindled it is fupplied every hour with a laft of char- 
coal anda fchippund and a half of ore, divided into eleven equal parts. .The iron fufes 
in about fifteen hours: in the beginning this procefs is very little produdiive, but it in- 
creafes by degrees as the furnace augments in heat, and at length produces, when in 
full aétivity, about one hundred and twenty {chippunds of iron weekly. The bellows 
are worked by a wheel twenty feet in diameter. When the ftrength of the flame is 
confidered, which proceeds from the mouth, one is aftonifhed at the little hurry of the 
workmen in emptying their barrows of charcoal ; fmall and dry as it is yet does it ne- 
ver inftantly take fire even in the middle of. the flame. The greateft attention is ne- 
ceffary in throwing the ore on the charcoal ; asa litle too much or too little might in- 
jure the fufion and have a material influence on the quality of the iron. The metalin . 
fufion is let_off every eleven hours. A channel is made in hot fand of equal dimen- 
fions with the orifice, where the molten metal flows, and the divifions are marked 
agreeably to the length defired to be given them: it does not run to fo great a length 
as in France, feldom more than two feet. The fand is kept hot for the purpofe of pre- 
venting accidents, which however in extreme cold weather occafionally happen. ‘The 
furnace each time it is ftruck yields feven or eight fchippunds. In lefs than a quarter 
of an hour afterwards the iron, having refumed a degree of firmnefs, is raifed-and re- 
moved for its cooling with greater difpatch ; fhortly after it is thrown into a ciftern 
lined with wood, and repeatedly filled with cold water on account of its being made to 
boil inftantly upon the firft immerfion: from this ciftern a prodigious fteam arifes, and 
by the fide of it you feel a kind of trembling under ground. Near this is a building in 
which the raw iron from the procefs is founded ; for this ufe there are three furnaces, 
one hammer and a furnace for {mall anchors. 

In another building are eight furnaces, fix of which for founding the raw iron, and 
two for largeanchors. The chimneys of the furnaces for the anchors are fufpended in 
the air, In this forge are three.hammers. During the war between England 
and France the demand there was could not be anfwered, notwithftanding all the eight 
furnaces were kept wholly employed upon anchors. ‘The largeft hammers weigh two 
{chippunds and a half; the extremity alone is of tempered fteel. For hammering the 
anchors a hammer is likewife fometimes ufed larger than a fledge hand hammer, ealled 
Hercules ; it is entirely of iron, and has the fhape ofa club. Ofthefe there are different 
fizes; the largeft weigh nearly a fchippund. ‘They are raifed, by means of pullies, by 
two mén, and are dire€led by another. There is here a machine in fhape of a crane, 
at the end of which hangs an iron chain; it goes on a pivot, and is fo true that two 
men are all that are required for moving the largeft anchor and placing it on the anvil, 
in the pofition defired for its receiving the blow. We have omitted to mention a fur- 
nace in the open air, in which the fcorig from the three {mall furnaces are molten 
anew ; in which fcoriz a large quantity of iron is found yet to remain, It is but lately 
that this furnace has been employed. . 

The anchors are tranfported by land to Elfscarleby, on account of the cataraét; the 
largeft, which weigh thirty {chippunds, require eight horfes, and can be moved only 
upon fledges; thofe of twenty. ichippunds being the heavieft which can be tranfported 
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otherwife. Some years the larger anchors have been fent to Stockholm all the way by 
land, ‘in order to forward them the quicker. They coft from 16 to 19 and 20 rix- 
dollars the Schippund, according to their fize. The iron at from 7} to 8 rix-dollars. 
‘he mark on the anchors is a crown, beneath an S, and in fmaller characters a C and 
aG. The annual confumption of the manufactory is twenty thoufand lafts of charcoal, 
twelve tons to the laft; the price of each cf which is 21 fchillings. Each furnace re- 
quires twenty men when large anchors are forged, who are relieved every twelve 
hours; the other furnaces feldom employ more than three men. ‘To forge bre 
chors requires at leaf thirteen or fourteen days. At Sudersfors as much fteel is made 
as is neceffary for the workmen’s tools: the obftacle to their manufacturing more is 
the want of fea-coal, which is very rare in Sweden. (The Count de Ruuth has met 
with it on one of-his eftates in Scania, but it is of an indifferent quality.) A headman 
carns go rix-dollars per annum ; befides thefe wages he is furnifhed with a houfe to 
live in, has his grain afforded him at half price, and provender for four cows; the 
other workmen 4 fchillings per diem, an habitation, and provender for one or two 
cows. The eftate not fupplying of itfelf a fufficient quantity of grain, although two 
miles in extent, the proprietor is under the neceflity of purchafing annually two thou. 
fand tons. Upon the eftate there is befides a mill for fawing planks, aud a {mall dock. 
for building of floops and boats ; eight large ones we faw, carrying each one matt. 
To thefe muft be added every trade requifite to a colony feparated from fociety, fuch 
as carpenters, wheelwrights, glaziers, &c. The falary of the mafter of the furnace is, 
100 rix-dollars; he is paid more than any other workmen, his:work being the moft dif 
ficult of any. At Sudersfors there are about 6co perfons, from 120 to 130 of whom 
are employed at the forge. The total expence of the eftablifhment is 25,000 rix-dol- 
lars. As to the fcorie, of which the bricks are made, they are run when in a ftate of 
fufion into moulds of the form required; thefe bricks are very durable. At Suderf- 
fors we were fhewn a building cafed forty years before with thefe bricks; which had 
received no injury from time. At Fahlun experiments of a fimilar defcription have 
_been made without fuccefs, the fcoriae at that place being too brittle and too highly im- 
pregnated with fulphur. Many honfes at Sudersfors are covered with the bark of the 
birch tree, over which thele {coriz are laid to keep the bark level. This mode of cover- 
ing houfes is the moft ceconomical, but makes the roof prefs more heavy on the tim- 
bers. The malady to which the workmen are moft fubjett is the eriftpelas in the legs, 
owing to their being employed in fifhing when not occupied at the forge, and their being 
much expofed to the wet. For the fervice of the forge twenty-eight horfes are kept. 
Near the bridge by which you firft enter is a lockfmith’s fhop, with one furnace and a 
fmall hammer. On the fame premifes are a turner’s lathe for wood, and a brick or tile 
kiln, a blackfmith’s fhop, a-granary, a flour mill, and a charitable eftablifhment for the 
widows of the men employed at the forge. From the bridge you have a pleafing view 
of the new church : this is a pretty building, and capacious enough ; it is built of brick 
with the fingle exception of the foundation of caft feorig. Men were employed in le- 
_velling the ground about it and ereéting a very thick wall for an inclofure, on which it 
is intended to raife iron palifades. Near the church a cemetery and charnel-houfe is to 
- be conftructed : the carcafe of the building was complete in April 1791. : 

The manfion is a very modeft wooden building, painted ftone colour; -it is of one 
fingle ftory, with twelve windows in front : already has it ftood a hundred years, Be- 
fore it are two {mall pavillions, built likewife of wood, painted red, and of one ftory 
alfo. Between the manfion and the building is an extreme fmall parterre. On the 
firft tory is a fmall gallery, or rather corredore, in which are a number of animals 
ftuffed, fuch as the elk, rein-deer, &c. In the middle of the caftle is a glafs tower, 
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whence you have a fine profpect, but which the bad weather that reigned while we 
were there prevented our enjoying. _ Adjoining to the principal building is a tolerably 
large kitchen garden with fome {mall hot houfes, at the extremity of which isa palif- 
fade, through which you have a delightful view of the river; in this fpot it is amazing- 
ly wide, and more refembles a lake ftudded with iflands than a river. On the fide of 
the manfion, in a {mall pavillion, we faw a-collection of three or four hundred birds 
ftuffed, and a pretty apartment of fhells. The catalogue of thefe two colledtions is 
printed, but the proprietor is daily making additions to them. In the fame apartment 
is a library of books relative to natural hiftory ; in the billiard-room on the fide fome 
impaled animals, fuch as the fox, the glutton, a white fox, another white and grey, a 
wild cat ofa large fize called a lynx, &c. ee 

We cannot fpeak too highly of the kindnefs of Mr. Grill, at whofe houfe we lived, 
and with difficulty were fuffered to lodge at the inn at which we arrived. He fhewed 
us every thing himielf with the greateft politenefs, and explained every thing with the 
utmott ‘civility. Willingly would we have had to fpeak as favourably of him with re- 
gard to his collection of medals at Stockholm: but after giving a formal promife to 
fhew us them he put us off from one day to another, and finally gave for anfwer that 
they were packed up and could not be fhewn. This brings to memory the expreflion 
fo well known —he fhewed himfelf a brave man fuch a day—and proves that politenefs 
may fometimes be ephemeral. 

Yrom Sudersfors to Upfal is feven miles and a quarter, by Yfre, Lebu, and Heug fea. 
You travel almoft wholly on the eftate of Mr. Grill for the firit ftage, tracing back the 
road by which you came for about three quarters of a mile; afterwards you turn to 
the right, and having gone further three quarters of a mile you find yourfelf again on 
the high road to Upial. Half a mile before you reach Yfre you pafs over a bridge 
acrofs a river, and a quarter of a mile beyond another, the parapets of which are of 
iron; from this you have the profpect of a number of charming cafcades. In order to 
reach the poft-houfe you leave the high road on the left, and join ‘it again by a crofs 
road. Onthis ftage you notice one cf the largeft plains in Sweden: thence to Upfal 
we traverfed plains and a well cultivated country ; a quarter of a mile before you ar~ 
rive there you pafs by the fide of the church of Old Upfal, celebrated in the days of 
paganifim, but at prefent abandoned. We faw afterwards feveral heaps of ftones, under 
which, according to tradition, fome ancient kings lie buried. 


CHAP. XIL--Up/al.—The Cazhedral.—Univerfity.—Cabincts.—Infiructions for traver[= 
ing the Alps of Lap.and. é 


 UPSAL, formerly the capital of Sweden, at prefent of Upland, is a very fmall city, 
and contains fcarcely more than four thoufand inhabitants, exclufive of the ftudents, 
the number of which, as is the cafe of all univerfities, occafionally differs, but which 
may be generally eftimated at five hundred at leaft. From the caftle, a tolerably large 
but irregular building, you have a very fine view of the town and country ; and thence 
it is that you are enabled to form the belt eftimate ofits extent*. A river rans through 
it which has a communication with lake Mceler, and which is of benefit to the very tri- 
fling commerce carried on by the town. Notwithitanding the inconfiderablenels of its 
trade, if the extent of the city be regarded, it is very well mhabited, for independent of 
thofe, who from their fituations are obliged to refide here,.fuch as the Governor, and 


* We did not notice by the fide of the gates the tun full of water, which is defcribed by the Dutch 
traveller (Le Voyageur Hollandais}. 
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the Archbifhop, (Mr. Trcil, a weil informed man,, formerly Bifhop of Linkceuping, and 
author, among other things, of Letters on Iceland, a work mucli clteemed, and which: has 
been tranflated into French,) a number of Swedith noblemen have taken up their abode 
here, fome to be nearer to their eftates, and fome to avoid the expence and tumult of the 
capital. Among thefe we have to notice in particular the Senator, Baron Geer, formerly 
Secretary of State for foreign affairs: we have to thank him for the cbiiging 
in which he received us, foreigners entirely unknown to him, but {!] more 
quaintance of a well informed, affabie, polite man, in whofe focicty 

lor could but acquire great advantage. Upial on many accounts i 
fecn ; in order to notice all, a flay of at leaft three days will be re 
intercfting were it only for its giving birth to Linneus and Berg 
building in memory cf Linnaeus at the royal gardens, which ferve 
menade. 

The cathedral is the largeft and handfo: 
might make a perfon who had not feca the ot! 
having viewed them it will be rea conjectured that better m/ 
yet fhould be fy church is however truly re 
ot the tombs it cantains, ¢ : ough no mafter pieces, are in 
gard the hiftory ofthe country. “The churcl: is two hundred and thirty ic 
the extremity to the altar; beyond which is a chapel of fome depth: its w: 
hundred and eight fect; it has three naves, and chapels all round it: ja thet beiind 
the great altar is the tomb of Guftavus Vaia and his wives; his children and grand- 
children are interred in the one adjoining. In this John II. was buried. ‘Che monument 
over his tomb, erected by Sigifmund, was made in Italy ; but the veffels carrying it to 
Sweden being fhipwrecked on the coaft of Dantzick it was tran{ported thither, where it 
remained near two hundred years; it has been brought hither oniy within thele few 
years: it is no honour to the arts, and was in a bad ftate. In another chapel are the 
fepulchres of the families of Oxen/ticrn and Stenbock. In another two beautiful Sarco- 
phagi in marble to the memory of Charles de Geer, Marfhal of the court, and his lady ; 
his buft aifo in white marble, on the fragment of an antique fluted column, eretted by 
his wife. The tomb of Sture and his two fons, killed by order of Eric XIV, The fe. 
pulchre of the firlt wife of Sigifmund. On the right of the great altar are the relics of 
St. Eric, and nothing elfe remarkable. Linnzsus is inhumed beneath a ftone near the 
docr without any infcription or even his name (whatever the Dutch traveller may ad. 
vance to the contrary}. In a fort of cave adjoining the church is a wooden idol of the 
God Thor, which does not appear fo ancient as faid to be, with the chalice, crofier, &c. 
prefented by Pope Alix II. to the firk bithop of Upfal. ; 

The univerfity of this city was founded by Sten Sture the elder, in 1476, who ob- 
tained permifiion for the purpofe from Sixtus IV., and took the inftitution at Bologna for 
his model. ‘The adminiftrators and fenators confirmed the bull of Sixtus IV. (of the 
28th cf February 1476,) on the 2cth July 1477, and granted to this academy all the 
privileges enjoyed by the univerfity of Paris. In 1624 Guftavus Adolphus ailigned 
them eftates under the direGion of the confiftory of profeffors. The revenue was then 
25,000 crowns, of 3 dollars ; but this fum is now nearly tripled: it is however depend- 
ant on the feafons. The univerfity appoints two profeffors, called Zrarii, to manage 
its property, who retain their places for two years, when one of them goes out. There 
are four faculties, viz. four profeflors of theology, (there were five,) who at. the fame 
time compofe the ecclefiaftical confiftory, two of jurifprudence, thirteen of philofophy, 
and four of medicine. ‘I he new profeflors are: one of theology, one of private ceco- 
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‘nomy, and one of eloquence and politics;. the others eftablifhed in 1751 are, one of 
chemiftry, and one of phyfic; in 1761, one of public right, (now abolifhed,) and one 
of anatomy, during the revolution of 1772. The courfes in medicine laft three, four, 
or five years before the ftudent can take a doétor’s degree. The novice mult undergo 

' two examinations 5 this is a {tudy lefs followed than any. The courfes in jurifprudence, 
when followed only to qualify for the bar, continue for two or three years; thofe of 
theology, three or four years. ‘The King alone grants a do@or’s degree. In philofophy 
two themes muft be maintained ; this is the courfe of all others the moft followed 5 
the dire&tor is changed every fix months, at St. John’s day and at Chriftmas. The 
profefors nominate three candidates for the cflice, one of which was wont to be elected 
by His Majefty, at prefent he chosfes who he will; the dire@ors have no increafe of 
allowance, their only emolument being derived from the complintent paid by each ftu- 
dent on his admiffion to the univerfity during his re€torfhip ;_ this prefent is two or three 
rix-dollars, and two or three ducats if the ftudent be of a diflinguifh: 1 family. The 
flipend of the profeffors is 1400 filver dollars and a hundred tons of corn, which may 
be eftimated at 1600 fed: fome of them have apartments, but moft not. No one can 
become a civil magiftrate without undergoing a public examination at onc of the three 
univerfities of Upfal, Obo, or Lund. “There is a fourth at Gridfwald in Pomerania, 
which is under the jurifdiction of the empire. The perfonal jurifdiction of the univer. 
fity exten.-s not only throughout the city, but for fix leagues around, (in mattcrs which 
regard the fiudents). ‘“Uhe holidays are from the 14th December to the 28th January, 
and from the feftival of St. John fo that of St. Michael. The profeffors give gra.uitous 
leffors four times a week ; for private leffons the fcholar pays two or three rix-dollars 
monthly, according to his capacity, which is paid every other term. ‘There are fome 
prizes of private foundation called Stipendia, of which more than a hundred ftudents at 
Upfal reap advantage; thefe are from 45 to 400 plottes each, and are ufually adjudged 
by the confiftory ; but an appeal lays to the chancellor in cafe of diffatisfacion, who 
finally awards. “The Svipendia diftributed by the King amount to 3000 plottes. In 
1730 there were two thovfand ftudents, in 1791 but fix or feven hundred. 

In the bull by which the univerfity was inftituted, the archbifhop is defignated chan- 
cellor ; but the academical conftitutions of 1625 aflume, that thenceforward it fhall be 
a fenator of the kingdom, the archbifhop being only vice-chancellor. It is the body of 
profeffors, or the academical confiftory, which elects the chancellor, and their nomina- 
tion is confirmed by the King : fora number of years the prefumptive heir of the crown 
has had the title, i 

The library of the univerfity is highly celebrated throughout Europe, but in our opi- 
nion without defert, notwithftanding it contains many articles well worthy the infpection 
of a traveller. In the firft place we faw a number of things which appear out of place 
certainly in a library, fuch as an antique cafe made of different forts of ftone, with a 
{mall fpinnett, and little paintings on agate reprefenting the paflion of our Saviour, &c.; 
fome very minute works in wood and ivory, the whole prefented to Guftavus Adolphus 
‘by the city of Nuremberg, for his daughter ; two fmall books of flowers, fith, and ani- 
mals, painted on vellum by Queen Chriftina; a number of toilet trinkets which belonged 
to her; the portrait of General Konigfmarck, in the fervice of the republic of Venice, 
formed by lines of writing in latin, which give an account of his life, on vellum; a large 
agate of fixteen inches by thirteen, on one fide of which the lait judgment is depiéted, 
and on the other the paifaze of the red fea, by Keenig, with other matters of little 
moment. 
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in the firft of the three rooms of which the library is compofed, is a marble’ bult of 
Charles XI. placed there in tyo1 by Ben. Oxen/fiern ; in the third that of Guftavus 
Adolphus, ere€ted in 1731 by Frederic I. ‘ 

The firtt' room contains belles lettres, hiftory, and natural hiftory. The fecond was 
added by the late King in 1767, when Prince-royal, as appears from the infcription over 
the door. The third comprifes jurifprudence, theology, and phytic. 

The moft valuable article in this libraryis the gothic manufcript knownunder the name 
of Codex argenteus. \¢ contains the four evangelifts in letters of gold and filver, eachline 
interlined; ii isin 4to., is incomplete at both beginning and end,and confifts of one hun- 
dred and cithty-feven leaves ; in the margin is a tranflation of fome paflages in latin: we do 
not believe ir has been printed, as fome travellers affirm. Befides this, Commentaria hiftorica 
Regis Erici XIV. cum direélicnibus et profettionibus planetarum domorum, et partium pro 
anno 1256, an original in his own hand writing ; the fame for the year 1567, a copy. 
Edda et Scalda, a very valuable Icelandic manufcript on vellum, with figures coarlely 
drawn, incomplete and much damaged. The Edda was compofed by the layman Srur- 
Jefon, in the thirteenth century ; he was murdered in an infurreftion. Mr. Mallet in 
his introduétion to the hiftory of Denmark, fpeaking of this work fays, “J. P. Refenius 
publifhed the firft edition of the Edda in 4to. at Copenhagen, in 1665; by the fide of 
the text is a verfion in latin by Stephanus Olai, a learned ecclefiaftic of Iceland, and a 
Danifh tranflation by Stephanius, with variations taken from a manufcript of Magnus 
Olai, an Icelander. ‘The moft ancient manufcript of the Edda is thought to be that 
which belongs to the King of Denmark : it is confidered to have been written at the 
clofe of the thirteenth century or the beginning of the fourteenth. A valuable manu- 
feript of the Edda is alfo to be feen at Upfal. Mr. Goeurandfon has publifhed it with a 
Swedith and Jatin yerfion: the text of this edition differs very immaterially from that of 
Refenius.” We have a difficulty in comprehending how/a complete tranflation of that 
work could poffibly be made from a manufcript in fuch an imperfect ftate. The laws 
of Keland, a very ancient manuicript on vellum. Dialogus creaturarum moraiifatus 3 
the firft work publifhed in Sweden at Stockholm, 1483. Manuale ecclefia Linkopenfis, 
an extremely rare work. Swuderkeuping, 1525, the only one known. 4 fatin commen- 
lary on the Jeven pfalms, «515, the firit work publifhed at Upfal. The fame volume of 
Rudbeck as is found in the King’s library at Stockholm. Thomas Aquinas Secunda 
fecunde, in folio, Mentz, 1467, in good prefervation. ‘Iwo editions of the Catholicon of 
the fifteeath century, without a date. A German bible which belonged to Luther, Wit- 
temberg, 1541. ‘Uhe firft folio bible is in latin: Nuremberg, 1475. A German bible 
in folio, +494, Lubeck ; this is the oldeit German bible printed. A Bohemian bible, 
148, {mall folio, with figures in wood. Pliny, in latin, Rome, 1473, in folio, on paper. 
Suetonius, +472, Rome. in folio, on paper. ‘The moft ancient Swedifh bible, Upfal, 
rgat. The New refament in Swedith, with the arms of Guttavus Vala, Stockholm, 
1526, ‘The iaws of Sweden, on vellum, 1617, at Stockholm, very elegant. ‘The 
library confiits of nearly fifty thoufand volumes. The manufcripts are on the firft 
ftory. The univerfity bought a collection of five hundred volumes of manuicripts of 
the widow of Mr. Palm/kolds, moft of them are in sto. fome rare articles among them 
have been printed. Profeffor Giorgi arrafiged and made a catalogue of them, which 
confifts of two large volumes. Notwithftanding the number of manufcripts is very con- 
fiderable, many receptacles are empty. ‘There is nothing among them fingularly valu- 
able except the Diarium Wadyienenfe, on original manufcript on vellum, fmall quarto, 
written by different hands from 1344 to 1544. “This work was publifhed by Benzelius, 


at Upfal, in 1721: Mr. Nordin is about to publitha new cdition, The fund fet apart 
for 
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for the library is tooo plottes pe! 
indeed. : 32 Res : : 

"The mine al cabinct, under the management of Mr. 4/zelius, profeffor of chemif- 
try, is clailed agreeably to the fyftem of Cronfedt ; the Councillor of mines, Swab, firt: 
began the colicction: . The univerfity has poffefied it ever fince 1750, and it has been ~ 
confiderably augmented by the éelebrated Bergmann : it isnow very complete, particu- 
larly as to what regards the tinerals peculiar to Sweden. —Thefe entirely fill one cabi- 
net, to the number of three thoufand {pecimens ; the general colleétion is contained in 
about forty large cafes. We faw here alfo fome ftones engraved, none of which were 
remarkable ; a number of cry{tallizations:and petrifa@tions peculiar to Sweden, of but 
little intereft ; fome fhells alfo,- but in _no great number. - ‘The moft yaluable article: in 
this cabinet is fome ma/five,. native and artificial gold, found at Nertchinfkei im Siberia, 
vanalyzed by-Mr, Bergmann, A number of mineralogifts doubt, but unjultly, the ex-. 
iltehce of this fpecimen. In a fmall cabinet are feen the models of the pumps, furnaces, 
and other utenfils employed in mines. ‘There is: but a very poor chemical. laboratory. 
Mr. Afzelius, in April, 179%, had but thirty feholars, a matter which appeared to.me 
very fingular in a country, -the mines of which form its principal wealth; and.in which 
chemiftry fhould confequently be cultivated above all other fciencess = 8 

_ The cabinet of Mr. Thunberg is exceedingly curious from the beauty of the fpecimens 
collected, and their number; for it embraces objeéts of more than one defcription, 
although wholly analogous to.natural: hiftory:: “Mr. Thunberg has travelied a great 
deal, and has himfelf fele@ed a great number of: interefting: articles:~he. has been at 
Japan, and even in the capital, owing to a concurrence of circumftances which few Eu- 
ropeans have had the good fortune to mect with: of animals and birds thefe are the 
‘moft remarkable: the Hor/e of the Cape of.Good Hope; athead of the Anteater, from 
the fame place ; a Buffalo, idem; the American Ant-cater ; a white Fox; a Stag; from 
the ifland of Java, a very rare fpecimen ;. an animal refembling the Ermine, witha much 
longer body; three fpecies of Sloths, from America, Ceylon without a tail, and from. 
Java, the latter very rare; a-China Pheafant; a male and female Eyderdown Duck ; 
three {pecies of the Alca arctica, very rare ;:a collection nearly complete, of the birds 
peculiar to Sweden, and a number of other animals and birds:;. a very beautiful collee-- 
tion of butterflies: the Arlas of Ceylon, a female, meafuring nine inches from the ex- 
tremity of one wing to the other; the male is not fo large as the female zthe'Luna of 
Surinam, rare 5. the Priam, from the iflands of Banda and: Amboyna, cofts'25 ducats if 
Holland ; the Leternaria, a fpecies of Fu'gora, from Surinam, extremely rare; Preu- 
moré, macilate, immaculate, and fexguttate, rare, particularly thelaft named, from 
the Cape of Good Hope; a fuer colleGion of infeéts, crabs, and crayfith, {piders, 
fcarabei, bees, &c. ; a new feurabaus of the Gideon {pecies, with three horns, unique ; 
corals and marine plants; a herbary of plants of all countries, confifting ofnearly twenty 
thoufand {pecimens;. a: large piece of trapp of three colours; the bafereddith, green and 
white, twenty inches long by fixteen wide, engraven em cameo, in China, after the an- 
tique, and reprefenting leaves-and fruit; an exceeding: rare.and valuable article : fome 
fhells: a fpindle, (Fifeau,) fingular on account of itsfize, being nearly feven inches ; a 
thell from Jamaica of the ‘Tellina,genus ; and.another from Japan: yet undeferibed ; an 
Jfogonum, extremely. rare, of five inches and a half; a Placenta, five inches in: diameter; 
a Hammer fifh, feven inches and a half at the end, the handle fix inches long; ‘1a Patella, 
from Japan, nondefeript.. A’ Poli/hi cap, nearly two inches. In the adjoining garden 
are five or fix thoufand exotic plants, as well of Sweden-as frony foreign countries; in 
green-houfes and in the open air. . Mr. Thunberg:had-a sas fcholars,. . His cabinet: 

. : he 


a fum which appeared to-us inconfiderable 
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he has made a prefent of to the univerfity: his voyage to Japan was publifhed in 1791, 
and tranflated into German.” : : e 2 ; 

There is a catalogue of the different cabinets of the univerfity of Upfal, publifhed in 
the form of differtations, with the title, Mufeum naturalium Academia Unjalienfis: many - 
parts have already appeared, containing an account of what has been prefented to the 

. univerfity by Mr. Thunberg and others. ‘The col!eGion of plants extends to twenty 
thoufand fpecies, the moft rare of which are thofe of the Cape of Good Hope and Japan, 
The Fira Japonica is already. printed, and Mr. Yhunberg is at prefent employed on the- 
Flora Capentis. : ¢ : 

The coins of Japan are in the cabinet of His Majefty at Drottningholm. Mr. Thune 
berg gave a defcription of them before the academy of fciences at Stockholm. Amon 
the Indian coins there are numerous rare fpecies, fuch as the pegoda of Malabar with 
the figure of an elephant in gold, and the twelve rupees in gold with the twelve figns of 
the zodiac, ftruck by Nowrmahal, the wife of the grand Mogul, Selim I. It is extremely * 
rare to meet, with this collection complete, on which’ account it is very dear, cofting 
more than 4000 livres. : . ava 

The cabinet of Mr. Ziervogel is very curious, and above all remarkable in the depart. 
ment of fhells, of which there are nine hundred differént {pecics, and in all nine thou- ° 

" fand {pecimens ; -a great number are fawed in twain in order to fhew the interior: this 
appeared to us a new and well conceived plan; fome are fawn in a tran{verfe direation, 
The following are the moft remarkable in the cabinet : the Ciprea ecellata, with blick 
{pots ; a tolerably handfome collection of Harps, although the Inperial is wanting ; the 
Hippo caftanum murex 5 Turris Babilonicus murex, of three inches aad a half in height; 
Murex perverfus, three inches and a half; Trochus Pharaonis felaris ; ‘Turbo chryfofte- 
aus, of a golden colour within; a Scalaris; of nearly two inches; Helix catacolla ; He- 
lix amarula; a grouped Mitella ; Lepas ; Spondilus gederopus, of two inches with ver 
long thorns ; Arca tortuofa, of three inches and a half; a white Hammerfifh, of five 
inches and a half, the arms more than fix inches long, a fide of it is wanting which is a 
great pity; a Hammer, fix inches by fix; a Placenta, of three inches and a half; Crifta 
gaili, mytilus ; anumber of Argonauts ; numerous handfome Nautili, two of which Pom 
pilii {ix inches and a half in length, fome are painted. A fine vafe of rock chryftal, fix 
inches in diameter, with a hunt extremely well engraven on the infide, a little chipped. 
A trifling colleétion of fith and marine plants. Very beautiful infedis of nearly three 
thoufand different forts, but feventy are wanting to make the colleétion of thofe of Swe- | 
den entirely complete. A quantity of amber of all deferiptions. A complete collection . 

~ of ftones and minerals. Mr. Ziervogel, in imitation of Mr. Thunberg, prefented after. . 
wards his cabinet to the univerfity. ‘The naturalift mutt be highly grateful to them for 
adopting this method of preferving to the public without difparagement, fuch truly valu. 
able collections. ; - : 

A fuil mile from Upfal, by turning a little from the great road, you arrive at Mora/= 
tein: this is a fmall houfe on the left fide of the road, built over the fpot where former! 
the Kings were crowned ; over the door isinfcribed — mora ftenar, anno 1770. . ‘The 
interior of the room is twelve feet fquare; a number of {tones are ranged on the ground 
by the fide of the walls of different fizes, fome with charaGters engraven on them, but 

' which are almoft wholly effaced. What follows is written on the fides of the chamber 
at a certain height, and appears to relate to the Sovereigns who have been crowned . 
here. . oe : 

*Konunga Wal och hyllningar oro fordom har fkedda Konung ftenkil 1060. K. jnge. 
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K. Chriftopher, 1441." K.-Carl, D. VITL 1448. K. Chriftiand 1. 1457. Riks. f. 
Sten Sture, D. yngre. 1522, flera berettelferlos Toeurners,difs 1700. Rudbecas Atl. 
Schefferus de Upfalia. Wexionius. Eubergsom Upfala. Salvirom Upland. . ‘Puneld 
ofver fucrig. . Med flora.” = - , 

Mr. Ludéké, the paftor of the German church at Stockholm, took a drawing of the 
ftones in'1789, which has been engraved ; his fon, at prefent at Geettingen, (in 1793,) 
is employed on an account of them. stg * te Tas : : 

From Upfal to Stockholm by Morafein, is feven miles and three quarters. 


Inftrudtions for thofe defirous of traverfing Lapland and the Alps, in,order fo to pafs over to 
Norway. . - 

On arrival at I.zleo, which is one of the towns of Weltrobothnia, fifteen miles from 
Torneo, provided the traveller be defirous of continuing his route towards the pro- 
vinces of Lapland, which bear thé name of their capital, or chief place, he muit pro- 
ceed to old Luleo, fituated a*mile from’ the new. At a quarter of -a mile diftant, he 
will come to the river of Luleo, where he may go three miles by water ; after. which he 
will’ be obliged to-walk for a mile or more through an arid fandy foreft.on account of 

-the great rapidity of the river, and the rocks and itones in its bed which hinder the paf- 
fage of boats; he mutt afterwards return to the banks of the river and take boat again, 
proceeding thus for four miles to-a cataraét of no great confequence, where fome thou- 
{and barrels of falmon are annually caught. From this fpot he. muft again go on foot 
for two miles, and then take to the water anew for three miles, in boats which he will 
find at every ftation pointed out. ‘Ateleven or twelve miles from Luleo, Lapland begins; 
from its borders to Jockmock church is fix miles further. The forefts and marfhes may 
be paffed over in four or five days, which will bring the traveller to the houfe of the 
rector, (Mr, Fielitroeume,) a polite and intelligent man, honoured with the title of King’s 
almoner. 

This church, built about a century ago, is fituated in a hilly country, in the midft of 
a large foreft of pines and fir. : oe . 

Gelliwari mine, the moft confiderable in all Lapland, is fix or feven"miles welt of 
Jockmock. nee ; ; 

If defirous of continuing his journey towards the Alps, the traveller muft obferve. the 
following directions: 1ft. he muft-.walk fora mile from the’ re€tor’s houfe; ad. crofs a 
lake of the fame breadth, and afterwards go on foot two miles, which will bring him to 
another lake called Purkiparer. He will find tolerable accommodation at night in the 
houfes of the inhabitants, emigrants from Weftrobothnia, whom the government has 
encouraged to fettle in Lapland. From lake Purkiparer he muft march two miles and a 
half, when he will have to‘crofs another called Purkipaur. In its neighbourhood is a 
mountain called Atiekoiwe, (grandfather’s head,) at the foot of which is a cavern confe- 
crated by the ancient Laplanders to fome of their divinities at prefent unknown. In it 
alfo are found numbers of rein deer’s horns, remnants of facrifices on the part of the 
Laplanders. The opening is fo near the lake, that you may enter it without getting 
out of the boat; its dimenfions are ten or twelve feet in breadth by fix or eight in 
depth. . : ; ; 

‘After pafling the lake, he muff proceed on foot two miles, and will have to crofs 

another large Jake four miles broad, having paffed which he will arrive at a habitation 
called Tiomotis. At a quarter of a mile from this place he will fee a copper mine now 
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miles through the foreft in order to reach /ake Tiomotis, which is five miles in length ; 
this mutt be traverfed in the dire€tion of the Alps, which are diftinguifhable at the dif- 
tance of eight or ten miles by their fummits covered with fnow; he will next feea rock 
of extraordinary height, and which on account of itsrefemblance is denominated the 
pulpit, A little farther he will notice the beautiful cafcade Ca/cawari, (defcribed fifty 
years ago in the Ada Up/al,) precipitated with great noife juft at the brink of the lake. 
At length he will reach Quickjock, another church of this province ; itis fituated at the 
foot of the Alps, in fuch a pleafant fpot during the fummer, that the learned author of 
the celebrated Ar/antica was thence induced to place the terreftial paradife within the 
frozen zone, (the re€tor’s name is Ohrftreeum.) If defirous of croffing the Alps, the 
traveller now muft afcend the firft mountain, the moft lofty of the whole, it is called 
Walliwari: the afcent is nearly a mile. From the fummit of this mountain he will 
have moft extenfive and picturefque views of the whole ‘province. From Walliwari 
you look down as on an immenfe map, and diftinguifh beneath you the tops of the 
Alps, at times enveloped in clouds. 

It requires at leaft ten or twelve days to crofs the Alps and arrive in Norway, on 
- which journey he muft abfolutely travel on foot for eighteen miles, and provide himfelf 
with a'tent and provifions. Scattered about here and there he will meet with fome of 
the Laplanders with their flocks in the moft fertile valleys ; but occafionally from their 
erratic life, he may meet with none. After crofling the Alps, their mountains of fnow, 
their maffes of ice, their deep rivers, &c. he enters Norway at the 68° of latitude, and 
finally arrives at the North fea. - 


Citap, XIV.—A Summary of the Hiftory of Sweden from Guftavus Vafa, to the Afeenfion 
to the Throne of Guftavus I.” 


AS it forms no part of our plan to fpeak of the kingdoms of the North previous to 
their obtaining confideration in the political balance of Europe, we fhall begin with the 
reign of the great Guftavus Vafa, under whom Sweden firft faw herfelf finally releafed 


from a foreign yoke, and left to her own powers. 
Gustavus Vasa. 


Guftavus, the liberator of his country whofe gratitude adjudged him the crown, was _ 
born of an illuftrious family in 1490. His father Eric Vafa, was murdered in the hor- 
rible maffacre at Stockholm on the 8th November, 1520. His great foul was wholly 
intent afterwards on avenging his father, and freeing the country from the tyrant be- 
neath whofe fcourge it withered. After wandering about a length of time in Dalecar- 
lia, and efcaping a thoufand dangers, he had the good fortune to mufter fuffidient force 
to make himfelf mafter of feveral towns, and finally to drive the Danes from Sweden in 
1523, yet not without a number of battles in the two years it took him to effect his ob- 
je&. Previoufly nominated adminiftrator of the ftate, this year he was made King at 
the diet of Strengnces, and honoured with a title which he had fo juftly deferved, he 
entered his capital in triumph. Notwithftanding his power was unlimited, he governed 
Sweden rather as a father thana matter. ‘The Dalecarlians indeed revolted feveral times 
fn his reign, to fubdue whom he was obliged to ufe rigorous meafures, which he exer- 
cifed likewife towards two fenators guilty of rebellion. At the council of CEurebro in 
1529, the Roman catholic religion was entirely abolifhed, and the creed of Augfbourg 

VOL. Vie " 2g received 
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received as the rule of faith throughout the kingdom, which put an end to thofe dif. 
putes concerning religion which had lafted fo great a length of time. . _ 

To the former poffeffions of the crown, Guftavus added the immenfe property of 
the clergy; and in 1531, with a view of giving greater weight to the new religion, he 
replaced the canons of Upfal by Lutherans; and caufed Lawrence Petri, a Proteftant, 
to be inftalled Archbifhop of that city for the celebration of the marriage of the King, 
and coronation of the new Queen: Guftavus even gave one of his relations in marriage 
to the Archbifhop. In 1541, he made a treaty with Francis the Firft, King of France, 
to whom he fent an embafly the next year, the-two Sovereigns by this treaty contraéted 
an alliance offenfive and defenfive. In 1544, Guftavus requefted the States, aflembled 
at Welteros, to make the crown hereditary in his male line, which was unanimoufly 
confented to, as a reward juitly carned by his important fervices. It was decided at the 
fame. time, that in cafe of the royal line becoming extinét, the fenate, in conjunction 
with the States, fhould elect a new King. : 

This prince died in 1 560, after a glorious reign of nearly forty years. He poffefled 
the requifites of a great man, was brave, enterprizing, active, a great politician, and inac- 
ceflible either to love or flattery; never did he untheath the fword except from neceffity, 
yet never did he yield aught it was his duty to defend. He releafed Sweden from the 
fhackles of Denmark, and notwithftanding the turbulent reftlefs fpirit of his people, 
was cherifhed by them as their common father. In fhort, he was a prince whom pofte- 
rity may take for a model. Why were not his children like him ? 


Eric XIV. 

Eric, the fon and fucceflor of Guftavus, fenfible and well informed, was yet highly 
culpable, irrefolute in his’ plans, and imprudent in his conduct. ‘The clofe of his reign 
was marked by atts of fury and madnefs, of which the Stwres were the unfortunate vic- 
tims. He placed great reliance in judicial aftrology. He charged his brother John 
with rebellion for having married Catherine the daughter of Sigifmund J. King of Po- 
land, and an ally of the Mufcovites, with whom he was at war; and notwithflanding he 
had confented in the firit inftance to the marriage, he befieged John in the cattle of 
Abo, and having taken him prifon+r, confined him in the cai{tle of Gripfholm, whence 
he was releafed in 1567. ‘he Prince however never forgave his brother this imprifon. 
ment, but joining with his brother Charles in 1.568, afterwards Charles IX., they be- 
fieged the King in Stockholm, and obliged him to abdicate the throne. his unfor- 
tunate prince was imprifoned in many different caftles, and after nine years’ confinement 
was finally poifoned. 

This death, while it excites our pity for the victim, infpires one with horror at his 
brother John, who fucceeded him. . 

Eric AIV. in 1568, created Counts and Barons. Of the three dignitaries made on 
this oceafion, Peter Brahé was the firft. The families of the other two are extinét. 


Joun Hl. 

John the Third was declared King by the States aflembled’at Stockholm ; he reigned 
alone, notwithftanding bis engagement of fharing the throne with his brother Charles, 
and which engagement was the inducement for Charles aflfifting him againft Eric. The 
fucceeding year Eric was condemned by the States to perpetual imprifonment ; but in 
1578, fome partilans yet remaicing faithful, he attempted to efcape from prion. John, 
apprehenfive of danger to his crown from fuch a rival, determined on poifoning him, 

: to 
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to a propofal of which nature the States had the bafenefs to give their approbation *. 
John contented himfelf with ceding to his brother Charles three provinces, as prefcribed 
by his father’s will, but exaéted from the inhabitants an acknowledgement of him as 
the only fovereign of Sweden. : 

“Lhis prince was almoft continually at war with the Danes and Mufcovites, with vari- 
ous fuccefs. The following incident is bighly worthy of relation. In 1573, fix hun- 
dred horfe and a hundred foot belonging to the Swedes under the command of General . 
Ackefon, being abandoned by the Livenians their allies near Revel, defended themfelves 
fo vigoroully againit fixteen thoufand Mufcovites by whom they were furrounded, that 
they killed feven thoufand of them and put the others to flight, making booty of their 
baggage. John, up to 1583, the period of the death of Catherine Jagellon, daughter 
of Sigifmund]., affiduoufly attempted at different times to re-eftablifh the Roman Catho- 
lic religion, but never with fuccefs; he even reforted to violent meafures, fuch as rarely 
indeed avail in matters of faith. His fon Sigifmund, Prince Royal of Sweden, obtained 
by the credit of Anne, Queen dowager of Poland, the fitter of his mother, the crown of 
that kingdomin 1587, Religious difputes fill continued: Duke Charles being fteadily 
attached to the creed of Augfbourg, the eftablifhed faith of the nation, a great coolnefs 
between the two brothers arofe in confequence ; but in 1589 they were reconciled, and 
the fucceeding year Duke Charles was nominated Governor of all Sweden. 

John died in 1592: he was an ordinary charaCter, deftitute of great vices as well as 
of any fplendid virtues. ‘The death of his brother Eric will be an immortal ftain on his 
memory ; the welfare of the ftate muft in vain be pleaded in excufe for fratricide, the 
more fo 'from the ufage in fimilar cafes of confounding the welfare of the individual 
with that of the ftate. His fecret cabals to promote the Roman faith, did injury to the 
worfhip he fought to eftablifh, and the afcendancy over him which he fuffered his firft 
wife to aflume, does no credit either to his firmnels or his charaéter: the fway of woman 
is mild, but unlefs it infpire to glory and virtue, Kings fhould refift it in common with 
all men. 





SicisMUND. 


Sigifmund, King of Poland, by the death of his father inherited the throne of Sweden: 
he delayed repairing to his new kingdom for fome time: Duke Charles his uncle, who 
aéted in the interim as adminiftrator of the kingdom, applied himfelf feduloufly to root- 
ing up all traces of the Catholic religion. Sigifmund, on his arrival in Sweden, endea- 
voured to re-eftablith it, but met with {trong oppofition: he remained but a fhort time 
in this kingdom, his uncle Charles being named by the Senate adminiftrator in his ab- 
fence. The Duke, defirous of rendering himfelf popular, difmiffed all fuch from their 
employments as profeffed the Roman faith ; among the reft Eric Brahé, Governor of 
the caitle of Stockholm. In 1595, notwithftanding the King’s prohibition, the Duke 
convoked the States, At their feflions it was again decreed that the creed of Augi- 
bourg thouldbe the only religion tolerated in the country; that the Romith priefts fhould ' 
quit the kingdom within fix weeks, that Catholics fhould not be allowed to make open 
profeflion of their religion, and be deemed incapable of holding any appointment. More- 
over the Duke, in conjunction with the Senate, was appointed Governor of Sweden. 
fn 1597, Sigifmund, jealous of a meafure which tended to deprive him of all authority, 
found meansto dilturb the harmony fubfifting between his uncle and the Senate, parties 


: * Among the manuferipts of His Majefty at Drottringholm, the original approval of the States is to be 
een. ; 
292 were 
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were formed in confeqitence, and that of the Senate prevailed. But the Duke affembled 
the partizans which adhered to his caufe, and caufed himfelf to be chofen’ Governér by 
them again ; he wifhed to make the Senate agree with this eleGion, but it refufed. 

Upon this he took up arms and made himfelf mafter of a number of places. Sigifmund, . 
unable to prevent hottilities by negotiation, determined ‘in 1 598 on tranfporting an 

army to Sweden. ‘The two parties came to blows near Linkceuping, and the King was 
worlted ; notwith{tanding this, Charles came to an accommodation with his nephew, by the 

terms of which the King refumed poffeffion of his caftles, ftrong places, veffels, &e. and 

the Duke was declared entirely innocent. The treaty was figned by the’two Princes ; 

after which the King retired to Poland, in lieu of repairing, as he had promifed, to 
Stockholm, where his firft a€t was to enter a proteft againft the treaty he had entered 

mto. - 

Such a procedure irritated both the Duke and the States, and engaged them to re. 
nounce their oath of fidelity to the King. An affembly for this purpofe was called at 
Linkeeuping in 1600, at which both Sigifmund and his eldeft fon Ladiflas were excluded 
from the throne; to the latter a year had been granted for his recanting the Romith 
faith, and coming to aflume the crown:. A lorig time afterwards, even the fame pro- 
pofal was made him anew, yet ineffectually. The fame aflembly of the States vefted 
Charles with abfolute power, and acknowledged his fon, then fix years of age, and his 
heirs maleas his fucceffors. Thus Sigifmund continued to reign in Poland, preferring, 
notwithftanding he had children, an elective to an hereditary throne; this is certainly 
an eledtion for which it is difficult to affign a caufe, particularly as an able Prince might 
have conciliated both parties and preferved them friends.’ He died in 1632, aftera 
long and ftormy reign: he wanted that difcrimination and policy required in the de- 
licate and aukward fituation he found himfelf, and was rather guided by his own than 
the will of his people, which he was deftitute of that vigour neceflary to controul. 


“Cuarzzs IX. 


Charles IX, enjoyed fovereign authority ; but had not the title of King, than at which 
price his ambition was not be fatisfied-; pretending a defire to-be releafed from the bur- 
then of government, he was on the contrary raifed to the throne by the unanimous 
fuffrage of the States, aflembled at Norkiceuping in 1604. The few years of his reign 

‘ were employed in wars with the Poles, the Ruffians, and the Danes. His fon, Guita- 
vus Adolphus, when yet but fixteen years of age, took Chriftianftadt in Scania from 
the Danes. Such a beginning was taken as a prefage of what he afterwards effected. 
‘Charles died in 1611, aged 61 years. By the previous details, it will be evident that 
this Prince was ambitious and politic. “He was frequently’ at war, and difplayed 
proofs of his ability in that department. It cannot, however, be difguifed, that he 
ufurped the throne; but hiftory will pardon his ufurpation, fince to that was owing 


the fucceflion of Guftavus Adolphus, one of the brighteft ornaments of the Swedith 
crown, 


Gustavus Apo.puus. 


Guftavus Adolphus mounted a throne yet infecurely eftablithed, and attacked by three 
powerful enemies. Although fearcely feventeen years of age, the council appointed by 
his father confided with him the government of the ftate. This prince put himfelf im. 
mediately at the head of his troops to oppofe the Danes. Different places were reci. 
procally taken and loft, without any evident advantage on either fide. Peace was 
fhortly afterwards concluded, and a truce was made with the Poles. In 1614 he found 
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himfelf obliged to renounce all his hopes of placing his brother Charles on the throne 
of the Czars. The truce with Poland was feveral times renewed; but in 162 5, Sigil- 
mund, who always imagined his pretenfions juft to a crown which he had. not been 
able to retain, determined pofitively on war. ‘This war lafted till 16 30, much to the 
difadvantage of. Poland, which was affifted by the Emperor to fupport its continuance ; 
while at the fame time he himfelf feized upon a part of the coafts of the Baltic. Gut 
tavus could not without uneafinefs behold the project of the Houfe of Auftria to domi- 
neer in the North. However, in order to avoid proceeding to extremities: on flight 
foundation, he fent to propofe a reafonable accommodation to the imperial plenipoten- 
tiaries then at Lubeck; but his ambafladors were-not even admitted. Guftavus having 
demanded attention in vain, conceived it belonged to him for the honor of Sweden and 
his own, to make preparation for war. -This was then refolved upon, and declared in 
1630. This was that famous war, known by the denomination of the thirty-years” war, 
which lafted ‘uninterruptedly to 1648, and in which the Swedes began ta.crown them- 
felves with glory under the command of their King; and the luftre of which was fur- 
ther encreafed by the different generals he had formed: they became the terror of 
Germany, and were looked upon as the beft troops in Europe at a time when all the 
powers of the continent were inyolved in war. ‘The campaigns of 1631 and 1632 are 
matter-pieces of military tacties. “The rapidity of the conquefts of the Swedifh monarch 
is aftonifhing, as well as the multiplied advantages he obtained over the beft’ generals 
of that day. The caufe of this was his being not only the beft general'in Europe, 
{proved by the fchool he formed,) bur at the fame time the bravelt foldier in-his army. 
At length, on the 16th November 1632, this great man encountered death at the battle 
of Lutzen in Saxony, in the 38th year of hisage. ‘The Swedes, it is true, were victos 
rious here, but in lofing their King they loft more than a battle; in-cafe of his death, 
he had nominated Banner to fucceed him in command. 

Puffendorff aflerts he was killed by Duke Albert of Saxe Lauenbourg, which is the 
truth, but does not afcribe the real motive of this villainy ; it was as follows: ten years 
or more, before the battle of Lutzen, the Duke of Saxe Lauenbourg, being at a ball 
given by the Queen-dowager, at which the King and feveral fenators were prefent, 
claimed precedence of a fenator, which was oppofed by His Majefty ; the Prince, obliged 
to fubmit, fhortly after put his cane between the fenator’s legs and nearly threw him 
down ; this being perceived by the King, in the firft heat of his refentment he gave the 
Duke ‘a box of the ear. The affair was unnoticed at the inftant, but the Duke never 
forgave the blow ; and at Lutzen, in the middle of the adtion, he fhot Guftavus, who 
fired at him again as he fell, but miffed his aim; the Duke thereupon fired a fecond 
time, after which the King was trampled under the horfes’ feet. The King had a bei- 
duke, who accompanied him wherever he went ; but this man being wounded in pafling 
through a coppice, the Duke availed himfelf of his abfence to fire at the King, after 
which he returned to fee if the heiduke was dead; this he feigned to be, and afterwards 
related the fa& to a clergyman, who took his depofition in a bible; this bible was af- 
terwards found, but no one knows aught of it at prefent. After the death of the King, 
general Banner took command of the army, in fpite of the oppofition of the different 
Princes ferving in it. An oath was tendered tothe troops, and {uch officers-as objected 
to it were replaced by others. 

Duke Albert.of Saxe Lauenbourg, on the very~day of the battlé, went-over to the 
Emperor, and was killed by the Swedes at the fiege of Schweinitz-in Silefia. 

Guftavus, by his perfonal qualities and brilliant actions, acquired the tithé of the 
Great, atitle which upon every account he eminently deferved, The leifureafforded him 
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by peace or truces was employed in framing wife laws, in encouraging the arts, com. 
merce, atid agriculture; and, in one word, in proving that he was as great in peace as 
in war. A worthy defcendant of Guftavus Vafa, he had not in an equal degree that 
fupplenefs and {kilful policy which diftinguifhed his grandfather, but of which again he 
had no need, fince he had only to maintain himfelf on the throne in which his predecef- 
for required to be eftablifhed. 

Without daring to decide which of thefe two monarchs has the greateft claim to our 
admiration, we fhall juft remark, that their name is a favourable omen for Sweden: he 
who at prefent fills their feat has already realized the major part of the hopes which 
that illuftrious name encourages, as well as the great obligations it impofes. Gu/ta- 
vus IV. will not degenerate from his anceftors; this we dare to prediét, -and after having 
had acquaintance of the mafter and the {cholar, the augur has little right to be vain of 
his prophecy *. 4 ws 

CHRISTINA. 


Chriftina, the only daughter of Guftavus Adolphus, fucceeded her father when only 
fix years ofage, under the guardianthip ofacouncil of regency. During her reign, the 
war in Germany was carried on with renewed vigour. ‘The SWedifh generals formed. 
in the {chool of the great Guftavus, arrayed themfelves with glory, as well as the armies 
they commanded. ‘The principal chiefs who headed ‘thefe troops were, the Duke of 
Saxe Weimar, who died in 1639; Guftavus Horn; the famous Banner, who died in 
46413 Knipbau/en, killed in Weltphalia in 1636 ; Alexander Leflie ; James de la Gar- 
die; Koningfmark ; Wrangel; the celebrated Tor/enfon, named Generaliffimo at the 
death of Banner; and Charles Guftavus, Count Palatine, who fucceeded Chriftina. 
In 1637 Sweden made an alliance with France, which lafted to the peace of Muntter in 
1658. This peace wasas glorious for Sweden as had been the war. ‘Ihe great Turenne 
on many occafions fought with the Swedifh army not unworthy of fuch an illuftrious 
ally. In order to give an idea of this war, we fhall trace the great battles which took 
place between the Swedes and the Imperialifts, without faying any thing of the towns 
carried, or innumerable conflicts more or lefs decifive, and many of which equivalent 
to battles. Leipfic in 16313 Lutzen in 16325 Nordlingue, 1634 (the only one loft) ; 
Perlberg in 1636 (general Banner) ; Rheinfeld, 1638 (Duke Bernard); Lutzen, 1643 
(Torftenfon)} 3 Jancovitz, 1642 (Torftenfon). But what renders thele campaigns ad- 
mirable as leffons for military men, is the feriés of operations, is their various combina~ 
tions; for a battle is fcarcely ever any thing more than the affair of a day, whereas to 
manage a campaign requires more talents than the gaining a number of battles. During 
the continuance of this war, there were feveral engagements between the Danes and the 
Swedes, which we fhall not particularize, 5 ; 

In 1650 the Queen, in the aflembly of the States, nominated Charles Guftavus, Duke 
of Deux Ponts, her coufin-german, as her fucceflor. The formal project of the Queen 
was to abdicate the throne, and Charles Guttavus, while openly he appeared to blame 
her intention, had the addrefs fecretly to eftablith her in her refolution, Notwithftand- 
ing the Highly efteemed this Prince, fhe conftantly refufed to marry him. At length, 
on the 2ift May 1654, in fpite of the reiterated reprefentations of every order in the 
frate, Chriflina pronounced her intention of refigning the crown on the 16th June fol- 


* We fhall leave this article jult as it was compofed in 17915 before an execrable treafon deprived Europe 
of agreat man, fovereigns of a model, and Sweden of a fupport, the lofe of which the will feel moft fenti« 
ply, and fooner perhaps than is imagined. 


lowing; 
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lowing ; a ceremony which took place with the greateft folemnity, the Queen firft re. 
ferving to herfelf fome very confiderable poffeflions, and a right of fovereignty over her 
fervants and dependants: fhe was at that time twenty-feven years of age. Whatever 
motive may be afcribed to the abdication of Chriftina, it certainly required great ftrength 
of mind and refolution to meditate for fo great a length of time, and put in execution, 
a project of fimilar nature. It appears a very difficult thing freely to renounce a crown, 
particularly in one who was born to the throne, and had known no other condition of 
life. Chriftina had reigned glorioufly ; the had proteéted the arts, indultry, and com. 
merce, and eftablifhed poft-houfes, (in 1636 :) her fenfe and acquirements would have 
made her conipicuous, even had fhe not united with them the fplendor of royalty; her 
youth held out affurance of a long continuance of life; but the love of liberty, of in- 
dependence, got the better, in her, of every other confideration: in the throne the faw 
nothing but {plendid flavery, the bonds of which her whole thoughts were employed 
in breaking afunder; for the inclination of this Princefs for the arts can only be res 
garded as a fecondary motive for her conduét ; this with that of numbers is our opi- 
nion. : 
Chriftina, notwithftanding, deferves to be ranked in the number of great fovereigns ; 
fhe was an extraordinary woman, and implacable in her vengeance. (‘This is proved 
by the deatli of the Marquis of Monaldefchi; an aétion in the life of Chriftina which, 
we are very far from approving, particularly from her having cholen to exhibit at a fo. 
reign court, a {peétacle till then unfeen; but fhe thought fhe had a right to punith one 
of her fervants, who affuredly was guilty, a right which, as we have before noticed, fhe 
had referved to herfelf in full plenitude.) She held public opinion far too much in con- 
tempt; yet mutt it be allowed fhe poffeffed great qualities. It is affirmed that fhe re. 
pented having abdicated, which is credible; and this opinion receives fome fupport 
from the circumftance of her having travelled to Stockholm upon the death of Charles 
Guftavus ;’ this joprney, however, was all for nought, the minds of the people being no 
longer favourably difpofed towards her ; for Chriftina, upon her firft leaving Sweden, 
retired to Rome, and on pafling through Infpruck had abjured Lutheranifm, and em-. 
braced the Roman catholic religion; fhe returned again therefore to Rome, and died 
there in 1689, in the 63d year of her age. We hall here remark, that this Princefs, 
on leaving Stockholm, took with her her furniture, pictures, books, medals, jewels, 
plate; in one word, all fhe could carry, and left her palace in fuch a perfeG {tate of 
deftitution, that her fucceflor was obliged to hire carpets and borrow plate for the ce. 
remony of his coronation: the Queén deeming no doubt that in leaving him the crown, 
ihe left him quite enough. 


Cuartes X. 


Charles Guftavus was the fon of the Count Palatine, Prince of Deux Ponts, and Cla 
therine, the fifter of Guftavus Adolphus, who were married in 16t4. The King at the 
time declaring, that if he fhould die without children, he wifhed that the eldeit Prince 
born from this alliance fhould afcend the throne; in the perfon of Charles X. the will 
of Charles was literally complied with. his Prince, throughout the whole of a very 
fort reign, was entirely intent on war; he defeated the Poles and Danes in many en- 
gagements. Charles tranfported his army over the two Belts on the ice, and forced the 
King of Denmark to conclude the peace of Rofchild, by which he acquired a great ex- 
tent of country. The paffage of the Great Belt, four Danith miles (fifteen to a degree) 
wide, tovk place on the 7th February 1658. This was an enterprize which ought to 
ferve as an epoch in the wonders of the world: the council of war being of an entirely 

2 oppolite 
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oppofite advice, the King yet refolved on the paflaze, adhering to the opinion of Count 
‘Dahlberg *, a foldier of fortune, then major of artillery, who: pledged himfelf for its 
Tuccefs, A {quadron of guards and the King’s carriage were loft; the reft all arrived: 
orders were iffued for every one to take care of himfelf, and fuccour none on pain of 
death, Shortly after the peace, Charles, fufpeCting the Danes might attack him when’ 
he thould be otherwife employed, and wifhing to put it out of their power to injure 
him, himfelf firft broke the treaty; fo that he had on his hands at once Denmark, -Po- 
land, the Empire, and Holland, and bravely oppofed all his enemies. A premature 
death carried him off at Gottenburg in 1660, in the thirty-fixth year of his age, and 
fixth of his reign. This Prince was intrepid, indefatigable, and endowed with great ta- 
lents for war, which he was confinually waging. ‘lo him the’ pacific virtues, which 
alone complete the happinefs of a nation, were ‘unknown; yet throughout his reign, 
Sweden continued to be refpeéted abroad, on account of her maintaining the reputation 
fo long acquired. It is on this account alone that Charles deferves to be reckoned 
among the fovereigns who have graced the throne of Guftavus Vafa. His fon, five years 
of age, fucceeded him. 


‘Cuaruss XI. 


Charles XI. vefembled neither his father nor his fon; neverthelefs he was at war for 
feveral years, and gained in perfon two battles from the Danes, under command of 
their King, Chriftian V. (that of Lund in 1676, and that of Landfcron in ein 
Peace being concluded in 1679, Charles cemented it by marriage with the fifter of the 
King of Denmark. He immediately limited the power of the fenate; and managed, 
in 1682, in fpite of the oppofition of the nobility, to be invefted with abfolute power, - 
which he preferved to the day of his death. He took advantage of his authority to 
recruit the finances of the ftate and the police of the kingdom ; he knew*how to make 
himfelf refpeéted as well. by his fubjects as foreign powers: the flourifhing ftate in 
which he left the army, commerce, and finances, is folely attributable to the ufe 
he made of his ability for governing, and his ating without controul and by him- 
felf. He handed down unlimited power to his fon, which that Prince frequently 
abufed. ; : 

Charles XI. died in 1697, forty-two years of age ; he had prepared the peace of Ryf- 
wick, which was not concluded until after his death. Charles XI. reigned feven-and- 
thirty years, and reigned a defpot T. ; 


Although 


‘* Gencral Count Dahlberg. who was prefent at this paffage, an attempt which ftands unequalled in the 
annals of war, ferved under Charles XI., and accompanied him in all his battles, and particularly at Jund, 
on the 14th December 1676: he was afterwards made governor of Riga, and was with Charles XII, at 
the famous paflage of the Dwina, then nearly ninety yeara of age + he confequently was prefent at the 
moft memorable ations of three feveral reigns. Heit is who publithed Suecia antigua, a collection of plans 
and views in Sweden. _Heleft no fon: by the female fide, Count Oxenfliern, formerly prime minifter, de- 
fcends from him. Since an opportunity offers to fpeak of this fenator, though we may rifk offending his 
moodefty, we yet cannot fuffer it to efcape without obferving of him what we thall be joined in by all who. 
know him. ‘To a name rendered fo famous by the grand chancellor under Chriftina, he unites the moft 
frank and noble manners, elegance of language, an abundance of fenfe, mildnefs, amiability, and information 
void of pedantry, which in our efteem encreafes its value. ' . 7 

+ Many people deteft the name of de/pot, confidering that word fynonimons with tyrant ; what, however, 
conttitutes defpotifm, is the power of making laws, of cancelling fuch as exit, of impofing taxes at will, 
and of leffening the freedom of the people. Hence a sumber of perfons in France, where clear ideas on 
government are extremely rare indeed, notwithflanding it isa fubject which has employed them ineffectually 
ior thefe four years paft, confound the power with the will, Roffia undoubtedly-is a defpotic itate 5 Hill 
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Although the means he made ule of in affuming abfolute power, may be confidered 
by fome as worthy of blame, it will yet be difficult indeed to pafs cenfure on the ufe he 
made of his authority. He left to his fucceffor a flourithing kingdom, a rich treafury, 
and an army; perhaps it had been more fortunate for humanity, if Charles XII. had 
found his kingdom in the fame ftate he himfelf left it: yet ‘again who can infure that 
this ungovernable character would have beer re(trained by want of power? Ought 
we not rather to conceive, that the condition of his fubjects would have been much 
more worthy of regret, if an exhauftion of men and money had manifefted itfelf at the 
beginning of his reign? This Prince, attacked by three powers, neither regarded the 
flate of his army, nor the means of his country; he only looked to the infult and re- 
venge; the perfonal courage with which he was infpired appearing to him to counter- 
balance every other confideration, Sweden has reafon to bewail the death of 
Charles XI., fince his fucceffor in a few years loft all the fruits of a long and glorious 
reign: yet can it not be concealed that Charles XII. never was the offender, and pof« 
fibly, had he not been forced to arm for defence, (and having affumed arms, he certainly 
bore them too long,) he might have been ignorant his whole life long of his talents for 
war, of his fatal propenfity. 

Cuartes XII. 


Charles XII. facceeded his father, and was declared of age at the clofe of 169%, al- 
though at that time no more than fifteen years and a half old. This Prince, fo famous 
from his exploits, was attacked in 1700 by the united forces of Denmark, Ruffia, and 
Poland, the fovereigns of which countries thought to take advantage of the youth of 
the new King, little imagining with whom they were about to deal. Charles aes 
Denmark to fue for peace in fix weeks’ time; and in the fame year defeated the Ruf. 
fians at the famous battle of Narva, the relations of which differ with refpect to the force 
of the contending armies; but generally agree in allowing that the Ruffians were beaten 
by an army vattly inferior in number. Mr. Leveque hazards an affertion in his hiftory 
of Ruflia, on the fubje&t of this ation, as incredible as it is abfurd; he pretends, that 
in fpite of the capitulation of a part of the Ruffian army, the Swedith generals detained 
and ill-treated even thofe who had furrendered, and that in the prefence and in viola. 
tion of the orders of the King. ‘This affertion is evidently falfe: in the firit place, the 
Swedith generals never would have dared to infringe upon the orders of their King, and 
that in his prefence, of a King fo arbitrary in his will, and whofe engagements were ever 
facredly obferved: moreover, it is not the character of Swedith foldiers to maltreat 

‘their foes after capitulation. Mr. Leveque compofed his book in Ruffia; there it was 
that he imbibed that antipathy towards the Swedes which appears throughout his work: 





more fo even than Turkey ; which might eafily be proved were we to enter into difeuffion on the fubject ; 
yet will no one attempt to compare Catherine with Nere or Caligula Denmark alfo is a defpotic govern- 
ment, perbaps as much fo as Ruffia; yet no one eftecms the Danes a nation to be pitied, although, accord- 
ing to the philofophers of the prefent day, all fubjects of defpotifm are objects of pity. We will readily 
grant that fuch a cafe may occur, but deny that it is a pokttive confequence. The moft tremendous defpo- 
tifm is that which is exercifed by a number, examples iiuftrative of which may eafily be found in Europe. 
The more defpots there are, the heavier the yoke they impofe: a fenfible and well-informed man, void of. 
ambition, and friendly to peace, to order, and jultice, will ever prefer the {ma!le& number of defpots; be~ 
caufe he will be fatisied that, having to obey his tafk will be but the more laborious, from being fubmitted 
to the caprices of a mob always ignorant, frequently unjuft, and fometimes brutal. Were we to point our 
a perfect government, we fhould exemplify the empire of Jaw; but then again to how many chiefs fhould 
we confide the truit of feving to their execution? 
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how vain-fuch poor attempts to prejudice that brave. nation! No, Mr. Leveque, fay 
what you will, the Swedes will-never be regarded. as a rude and barbarous people; the 
inverfe indeéd would, have been much more credible. _The famous paflage of the 
Dwina in 1701, in face of the Saxon ‘army, is one of the mott brilliant actions of mo- 
dern warfare. We fhall not follow Charles in his vi€tories. Every one is acquainted 
with the vengeance he took on Auguftus, the King of Poland, by dethroning him. His 
intention was to treat the Czar Peter in the fame manner; but at length, after nine 
years fuccefs, fortune forfook his banners at Pultawa. ‘This battle, fought on the 27th 
June, (O. S.)'t7¢9, deftroyed the effeét of his previous victories. The provinces upon 
which he had feized were retaken, his army annihilated, and the Czar thus faw himfelf 
freed from a dangerous enemy, and at liberty to dedicate his attention to the civilization 
of his people. Charles taking refuge with the Turks, remained five years among them ;: 
vainly endeavouring, by. every contrivance, to engage them to affift him with troops. 
His enemy Peter, finding himfelf in 1711 furrounded at the Prath with his army by the 
Turks, Charles was in hopes that he fhoutd be allowed to profit of his aukward fitua~ 
tion and attack him; but the Czar had the prudence to capitulate, and thus fruftrated 
all his plans. Inthe mean time the Turks, weary of fuch a gueft, yet unable to rid 
themfelves of him, refolved upon attacking him by force: then it was that Charles fuf- 
tained in his houfe an unexampled fiege, and difplayed fo much intrepidity, that, while 
we can but condemn him for defending himfelf againft all right and reafon, we yet 
cannot withhold our admiration. 

At length Charles departed in 1714 for his dominions, that is to fay, to continue the 
war. Baron Geertz, a fpecies of adventurer, but an able politician, having infinuated. 
himfelf into the good graces of the Prince, was trufted with the management of his af- 
fairs. He contrived to bring to conclufion a treaty of alliance between his mafter and 
the Czar, tending to re-eftablifh Staniflaus in the throne of Poland, (for this unfortunate’ 
Prince, after the defeat of his protector, had fallen with his fortunes,) and to place the 

’ Pretender on the throne of England : thefe vaft projects were overturned on the 3oth. 
November 1718, by the death of Charles at the fiege of Fredericfhal! in Norway: he: 
meditated the conqueft of that kingdom, and every thing leads one to think, that he 
would have fucceeded, for never had he commanded a finer army. He is blamed by 
M. de Voltaire for preferring rocks and deferts to the fine provinces of Germany, 
which he left to themfelves ; we differ from M. de Voltaire : Norway has other recom. 
mendations than rocks; ‘its pofition renders it fufceptible of an. immente trade; and as 
it leans uninterruptedly on Sweden, it appears to us far more defirable to that kingdom: 
than provinces in Germany, which, however rich, are more diftant, feparated. by the fea,. 
and difficult to defend. : 

It has been faid that all the qualities of Charles bordered on extravagance, and that 
he was rather extraordinary than great; this is true: more a foldicr than a general ; 
this may be true alfo : neverthelefs, he poflefled a fand of military knowledge, which he: 
proved on various occafions ; but his intr@pidity, carried to excefs, leads one to forget 
the general, to regard the foldier alone. Charles poffefled fome eftimable qualities; he 
was pious, a foe to adulation and luxury, and exempt from foibles; he rewarded merit,. 
particularly valour, which he looked upon as a principal virtue: he may perhaps not 
unworthily be ftyled a great man, but he wasa King, and he was nota great King: he 
neglected thofe duties to which a fovereign ought to attend; agriculture, commerce,, 
the arts, the welfare of his people, thefe were wholly foreign to him, and every thing 
but arms: he left his ftates expofed to his neighbours, deltirute of men and money; 
whence we may conclude, that this Prince may in jome points be admired, but that it 
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would be dangerous for Sweden fhould he be imitated by his fucceffors: had he con- 
fented to the peace propofed by the Czar in the midft of his victories, he might have 
digtated what terms he would, and -have ranked on a level with the greateft fovereigns 5 
but thirfting for vengeance he fancied fortune harneffed to his chariot wheels. ‘This 
confidence was one of his greateft faults ; another his advancing too far into a country 
in which, fhould he gain a battle, his condition would not be ameliorated, but in cafe 
of defeat (which happened to him) he would be deftitute of all rcfources. It appears 
certain that the principal caufe of his lofing the battle was the incapacity of Mexeppa to 
fulfill his engagements, to which likewife the wound which Charles received might 
not a little have contributed. Had the King appeared on horfeback at the head of his 
army there is no faying what influence his prefence and example might poflibly have 
had on the event. Shortly after his death Baron Geertz, accufed of tyranny and ex. 
tortion on the people, was behéaded at Stockholm. We look upon him lefs as really 
guilty, as he did but obey his mafter’s order, than as 4 vidtim to the misfortunes of the 
times 3 a vidin poflibly requifite in the difaftrous pofition of the kingdom. As we 
proceed we fhall {peak at large of the death of this King. 


Freperic I. 

Charles XII. never having been married, the ftates and fenate conceived no occafion 
more favourable could offer for annihilating arbitrary power. Upon fuch conditions 
the crown was offered to Ulrica Eleanora, the fifter of Charles XII, She accepted them, 
and the conftitution was placed upon the ancient footing. The Queen was proclaimed 
King, according to cultom for Queens ruling themfelves, and was crowned in 1719; 
but the year following the engaged the ftates to approve of her yielding the crown to 
her hufband, the Prince of Heffe Caffel, who was crowned in May 1720. Ruffia refumed 
hoftilities againft Sweden, the death of Charles annulling all treaties between him and 
the Czar. At length the peace of Nyftadt, in 1721, reftored tranquillity to Sweden at 
the price of feveral provinces on the coafts of the gulf of Finland. During the twenty 
years this peace continued Frederic employed himielf on internal affairs, commerce, in- 
duftry, and finance. In 1731 he eftablifhed the aft India Company; in 1734 entered 
into a treaty of commerce with Turkey. At length, in 1741, Sweden, having caufe to 
complain of her conduc, declared war againft Ruffia; but the ftates failed in taking 
the neceflary precautions in fimilar circumftances. The Swedith army under Wranget 
was defeated near Wilmanftrand by troops fuperior in number ; and this was the only 
adtion during the war ip which the Swedes conducted themfelves with their ufual valour 5 
after this they kept continually retreating, fcarcely ever obtaining any but flight and unfre- 
quent advantages, a matter to be attributed to the mifunder{tanding among the generals, 
and the almott utter impoflibility of war being carried on with fuccefs by divided coun. 
cils at the helm. Generals Buddenbrek and Levenbaupt, who commanded in the two 
Jaft campaigns, were arrelted, and, as it frequently happens, they were made the fcape- 
goats for the bad fuccefs of the war, and beheaded in 3743, regarded, by all impartial 
men, rather as unfortunate than guilty victims. 

To complete the misfortunes of Sweden, fhe had_to contend with enemies in her 
bofom; the Dalecarlians revolting were fubiected by force alone: at length the kipg-- 
dom exhaufted by fuch a difaftrous war felt itfelf obliged to fue for peace with Ruttia. 
‘The peace of Abo, in 1-43, guaranteed the poffeiion, on the part of Ruflia, of the 
provinces before ceded, and fixed the limits of the two ‘flates as they are at the prefent 
time. : 
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The Queen Ulrica Eleanora died at the clofe of 1471 regretted by all her people, 
whofe affections ‘fhe had juftly earned. The King had no children. In 1742, after 
long debates, the Duke of Holftein-Gottorp was named as fucceffor to the throne of 
Sweden by the three orders of the ftate (the clergy protefting in vain againft the elec. 
tion) ; but this Prince, unfortunately for him, had been declared fucceflor to the 
throne of Ruffia, and could not accept of the offer of the Swedes. In the following 
year the Duke of Holftein, Bifhop of Lubeck, father of His prefent Majefty, (Gufta- 
vus III. 1791) was made Prince-royal of Sweden, and married the fucceeding year to 
Ulrica of Pruffia, filter of the great Frederic. In 1745 the King made a treaty of de. 
fenfive alliance with Ruffia, but which lafted no longer than 1747, when he made a 
new alliance with Pruffia, and afterwards with Denmark, upon the occafion of a tripar- 
tite league between Ruffia, England and Holland; but the good underftanding fub- 
fifting between the two countries was not interrupted. In 1750 a canal of .communi. 
cation between Stockholm and Gottenburgh, joining various lakes and rivers, was be. 
gun, and but for the cataract of Trolhcetta would have been completed. This Prince 
renewed, in 1748, the order of the Seraphim, inftituted in 1334 by Magnus Ladulos ; 
that of the Sword, inftituted by Guftavus I. in 1523, and created the order of the Polar 
Star. 

In 1751 Frederic was taken from the Swedes, who bewailed him as a father. This 
Prince had no other ambition than to render his people happy ; no with but to pro- 
mote the arts, agriculture, and trade; his were the virtues of peace, lefs brilliant than 
warlike deeds, yet far more folid, defirable, and neceflary to the happinefs of man. If 
with that portion of authority left him by the renewed conftitution, he merited praife 
like this, what might he not have earned if vetted with abfolute power? For we are 
wide of imagining that abfolute fway has any influence on the charatter of kings ; it 
merely affords the means of difplaying themfelves with greater energy, and renders 
them, from its poffeflion, either more amiable, or more worthy of dread: thus, though 
Tiberius were a montter, Titus was a god. 


: ADOLPHUS. FREDERIC. 

This Prince afcended the throne in 1751, after an oath was adminiftered to him 
to maintain the conftitution of government as eftablithed in 1720. The new ftile of 
the calendar was adopted in the beginning of his reign, an academy of belles lettres in- 
ftituted under the patronage of the Queen, and a pyramid in honour of the labour of 
Mr. Maupertuis and the learned academicians who accompanied him in 1736, ereéted 
at Torneo. The royal authority already fo much diminithed was expofed to new at- 
tacks ; and in confequence, in the year 1756, a revolution was attempted in favour of 
the King, the chief victims of which were the Count Brahé and Baron Horn, Sweden, 
as guarantee of the treaty of Weftphalia, conceived herfelf obliged to enter into the 
league againft the King of Proffia. This war did not redound to her honour, and was 
terminated in 1762 without advantage or lofs, except of men and money, ferving to de- 
monitrate that armies, wherein there are more than one party, more than one mind, 
are ever incapable of any thing great. In 1762 the two factions, known by the name 
of hats and bonnets, began to declare themfelves openly : foreign powers aflited either 
one or the other party, and each triumphed in itsturn. The fovereign alone, always 
fubjeét to humiliation and infult, felt himfelf conftrained to fimulate a fixed determina- 
tion to abdicate the throne, in order to obtain the convocation of a diet which might 
afford fome alleviation to the long coariies of the people, This refolution was the 
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more embarrafling from the fenate alone, that is to fay, without the concurrence of 
the King, being difabled by the laws of the realm from putting any orders into execu- 
tion. ‘This convocation of the. {tates however effeéted none of the changes requifite. 
Adolphus Frederic died in 1771, regretted for his goodnefs and humanity, and pitied 
by thoie witnefles to a reign which the injuftice and vexations of a corrust {e- 
nate rendered the epoch of mifery to the people and difcomfort to the King. He left 
his fon the name of King of Sweden, with which alone that young Prince ‘did not long 
remain content. } 

The reigns of thefe two fovereigns, from 17209, afford a new proof of what we have 
before advanced, that Kings without authority are of little value. In the wars of 1741 
and 1756 who in the Swedes would look for the companions of Charles XII. and Guf- 
tavus Adolphus? But for hiftory one would take them for novices in war : nothing is 
feen among them but generals difagreeing among themfelves, a divided fenate dictating 
arbitrary orders to diftant armies, of whofe force and potition they were perfectly igno- 
rant. ‘To what a deplorable government has not Sweden been fubjedt for thefe fifty 
years! ‘fo what humiliations has the chicf of a nation, pretendedly free, been fubject! 
anation which, while mocked with the title of free, groaned beneath the tyranny of a 
number of families, and what is even worfe, beneath a foreign yoke. It cannot be too 
ftrongly enforced that to degrade the King is degrading the nation which permits it; if » 
it be his own people who vilify him, at the peril of his life, a king worthy of the name 
ought to refume the authority which is indubitably devolved on him, or if means for 
the attempt be wanting, (that is to fay courage, for that alone is requifite to begin with, ) 
he fhould abdicate the throne and live a private man, tranquil, and,- if a virtuous man, 
refpeéted ; fo would he fill his proper ftation. : 

In the number of kings whofe hiftory we have fketched, we have noticed feveral 
whofe memory will with juftice be renowned, becaufe they reigned fubftantially, 
A powerlefs king may be humane, affable, virtuous, a good father of a family, a good 
friend, but cannot be a great King. Adolphus Frederic poffeffed every eftimable qua- 
lity ; this is a tribute paid to him by all who knew that Sovereign : was it ever faid or 
written of him that he was a great King? Staniflaus, the prefent King of Poland, what 
is his character after a thirty years reign? that of being an amiable, well informed man, 
whofe converfation is enchanting ; but this is all. Royal dignity is eafily forgot when 
but the name remains; and in {peaking of one fo fituated, the judgment given is fimi- 
lar to what would be given on a private man. 





Cuap. XV.—Guftavus IIL, the reigning Monarch.— Duke Charles the Regent. 


WE fhall dilate more in defcribing the reign of Guftavus III. : to this we are in- 
duced by feveral motives: the revolution effected by him, fufficient in itfelf to render 
his name illuftrious ; the eftablifhments which he has formed; all that he has done 
towards the welfare of his people; the ftate in which he has left arts and fciences; the 
advantage we poflefs of having perfonally known him, and of having had means of ap- 
preciating part of his rare qualities; his death even, a death upon which he might have cal- 
culated, fince Henry IV. fell alfo by an affaffin; his death, the greateft misfortune that 
could have befallen Sweden ; all tend to induce us to trace the principal events of the 
reign of this great Prince. This is a tribute defervedly his due, and which with the ut- 
moit cordiality we offer to his memory. 


We 
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We have obferved that Adolphus Frederic left but the title of a King to his fon. 
The ftate was torn by two oppolite parties ; the fenate by its arbitrary exactions was 
oppreflively grievous ; the fovereign alone enjoyed no prerogative, but was fubjeé to 
the molt humiliating vexations ; in fhort, things had arrived to fuch a pitch that the 
crown could but be confidered as a burthen to a Prince who knew himfelf capable of 
fupporting alone the whole of its weight. 

Let us not be furprized then that Guftavus IIL. endowed with a ftrong mind, with 
great energy of character, fhould feel himfelf indi{pofed to tolerate fuch a fhameful yoke, 
The revolution of 1772 is known to all the world, even in its moft nice minutia; this we 
fhall not attempt to defcribe, yet fhali we communicate to our readers an anecdote but 
very little known, for the truth of which we can vouch. ‘fhe King of Sweden had confided 
his project to none but Louis XV. ; neverthelefs the fecret tranfpired, was known in 
England, and mentioned to the Englifh minilter at Stockholm. Judge of the aftonith- 
ment of Guftavus; this unfeafonable difcovery engaged him to execute his plan fome 
days before the time he at firft intended, which did him not however any injury. This 
is the manner in which the fecret tranfpired. Madame du Barry had noticed the King 
reading a difpatch with much aitention ; whether out of fimple curiofity, whether at 
the inftigation of the Englifh ambaffador, fhe picked His Majelty’s pocket of the letter 
upon his. fatling afleep, and imparted its contents to the Ambaffador, (This is a fit 
moment to obferve that, notwithftanding it be made to amount to a much largerfum, the 
real afliftance offered by France to theKing of Swedenat this critical juncture was nomore 
than 50c,000 livres.) it got wind among many people at Stockholm, who even knew the 
day fixed for the purpofe : but when they faw Guftavus the evening before prefent at a 
new piece at the opera till eleven o’clock, and appear perfectly gay and unconcerned, 
they could not imagine it would take, place on the fucceeding day. We fhall juft remark 
here that when this Prince projected any important affair he always affected to give balls 
and entertainments, into the fpirit of which he appeared to enter with fo much glee that 
no one could think it poffible his mind could be intent on aught but mirth and pleafure. 

This revolution, brought about by a Prince but fix-and-twenty years old, totally 
changed the conftitution of Sweden, and was effe€ted without the lofs of a fingle drop 
ofblood. As Frenchmen we may be allowed, in comparing it with our own, to heave 
abitter figh. It proves that the excefles which will live an immortal flain in our hiftory 
might have been avoided ; however philofophers and the reafoners of the day affure 
that revolutions cannot happen without violent convulfions and numerous victims : if 
you objet the revolution in Sweden, they anfwer, OA, that was quite a different 
thing: and indeed it was, and therefore do we figh ; but why was it different? In 
both the one and the other country the conftitution of the government was changed, 
the exifting laws were annulled for the fubftitution of others; one power was an- 
nihilated for ‘the creation of a different one: thefe are juft and very ftriking refem- 
blancés ; in what then does the difference confift? In this: in Sweden, he who effected 
a revolution had no one to confult; he had the genius to caufe it to be adopted by all 
his fubjeéts, and excited the admiration of Europe: in France, thofe who caufed the 
revolution poffeffed beforehand the good wifhes of the people, yet found the fecret of 
diflatisfying and difgulting a great part of the kingdom, and all Europe; they have 
been unable to fix their edifice upon a folid bafe, whilft in Sweden the fame ftructure 
required but a few days for its perfect completion. We cannot tell if thefe differences 
will be found available in juftifying the misfortunes and atrocities of the revolution. 

Guftavus Hl. unites to thofe qualities which’ conftitute a great King, thofe the moft 
amiable in individuals; he has an inexhauftible fund of anecdotes of all defcriptions. 
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Rarely is a circumttance related in his prefence without its bringing fomewhat corref. 
pondent tohis memory. Every age is prefent in his mind, and whatever be the nation 
he is equally well acquainted with its hiftory. Frequently has he amufed himfelf by 
embarrafting flrangers who have pafled for ingelligent, and who have even de- 
ferved their character on points relating to their own country: in one word, as’ a 
focial companion none can be more agreeable. When we look upon him as a mo- 
narch he exacts the juft tribute of praife and admiration. ‘This Prince pofleffes thofe 
qualities which {pura man to great deeds from a due calculation on their fuccefs : that 
natural eloquence, that talent of exprefling with fluency thofe fentiments with which he 
would infpire others; that gift of fpeech, the effect of which in a fovercign’s mouth is 
fure, Gultavus received from nature ; nor ever has he employed it to the multitude 
without fuccefs*. He is poffeffed of great perfonal courage; evinced in his cam~ 
paigns in Finland : indeed, if at all deferving of reproach, itis for expofing himfelf too 
much. His condyé towards the officers, condemned in 1790 by the council of war, 
is the higheft proof of clemency that ever was exhibited by a Sovereign : out of a great 
number of delinquents fentenced to death five of the molt guilty, it was expected, could. 
not efcape the fword of the law ; one alone paid with his head the treafon of the whole, 
nor would he even have fuffered had he not delayed too long to implore for mercy. 
The moft frivolous pretexts t were caught at with avidity by this monarch to faye the 
guilty: this however did not prevent remarks that he was fond of decapitation ; to 
which we advanced, as our opinion, that he appeared to us not fufficiently fo, fince he 
might, and poflibly ought to have taken off the heads of the other four officers, as well: 
as that of a certain officer of rank in the navy, tried a number of times, yet never unani- 
moufly condemned, although highly culpable, whofe name we may difpenfe with men- 
tioning ; the Swedes will recognize it eafily enough. ‘Thus is it plain, the contagion: 
was not confined to the army; the Admiral was equally merciful with his brother, 
for under any other commander the guilty man would certainly not have been tried 
by two councils of war, nor have ever left his fhip again. Neverthelefs we are firmly 
perfuaded that the fovereign alone has the right of pardoning an officer guilty of dif- 
obedience in battle; and that the General who prefumes fo far exceeds the limits of 
his authority. . 

With the talent of fpeaking, with courage and clemency, the King poffefles great 
ambition, an indefatigable activity, an immoderate thirft of glory, and what alone makes . 
him undertake every thing, a ftrong reliance on his good fortune. Perhaps we may 
deceive ourfelves, yet cannot we refrain from thinking that a. man, who with all thefe 
qualities wears a crown, mult draw on him the eyes of all the prefent. age, and com- 
mand the admiration of pofterity. 

Still not to be chargeable with a want of franknefs, and that we may fhew that im- 
partiality which we profefs, let us endeavour to reply to the detractors of this prince; 


* When the King of Sweden vifited France, in 1734, we courtiers thought he fpoke too much for a 
Adues: this without doubt was oceafioned by our beimg fo little accuftomed to converfation with Kings, 
vor, ~ crete he fleet untefs he fpeak to the purpofe, bat fn ovr opinion. w 
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for he is too great not to have calumniators. He is accufed of a crime in declaring 
war at a time that he had not the power of making either war or peace. This reproach 
is not unjuft; we have no doubt but Guftavus knew that he exceeded thus the 
powers he himfelf had obtained, and that he thoroughly repented not having inferted 
fuch an article in his conftitution of 1772, which would have paffed- them as well as 
the reft ; and his deficiency in this inftance is certainly a fault on the part of the prince 
which can no otherwife be excufed, than by an apprehenfion he might have of acquir- 
ing the lefs from his afking too much. However that may be, this prerogative inherent 
in royalty hedid not poffefs; he was defirous of obtaining it, but at the fame time anxi- 
ous that the war fhould be carried on for the advantage of his country: and people 
worthy of credit, even in Ruffia, agree that had it not been for the defegtion of his 
officers in Finland, nothing could have prevented the King going to St. Peterfburg, not 
for the purpofe of keeping it, that he would not have been able to do, but of laying it 
under contribution, of drawing thence a confiderable fum of money, and of obliging 
the Emperer to agree to the reftitution of a part of the countries wrefted from his pre- 
deceffors; in one word, for terminating the war in one fhort campain by a glorious peace, 
of which he himfelf would have prefcribed the terms. ’ 
Here again have we occafion to admire the clemency of His Majefty*.. The campaign 
of 1788, was prepared a long while before in the midft of entertainments and {peétacles. 
A fine army, a fleet of nearly thirty hips of the line, equipped in two months time, an 
affurance of the defencelefs {tate of the enemy’s coafts ; what a profpectwas here of fuc- 
cefs! A traitor, a Swede, Sprengporten, who had gone over to the Ruflians fome years 
before, fruftrated the grand preparations. The Emprefs propofed to him to ferve againft 
the Turks, but he preferred being employed in Finland, where he could be of greater 
fervice, affuring her that he fhould be able to feduce good part of the Swedifh army. 
This villain entered the camp on different occafions difguifed as a peafant, with his 
pockets filled with gold, and gained over nearly a hundred officers, principally Fins, 
Itis affirmed as a fact, that an officer can be pointed out who fold himfelf for a hundred 
roubles ; a cheap price indeed to take in exchange for infamy. The projeét of thefe 
wretches was not confined fimply toa refufal of advancing, they were likewile to feize on 
the King’s perfon and deliver him to the Ruffians. ‘This Prince wasin perfect fecurity, 
abfolutely ignorant of this-frightful con{piracy; that he was not feized was wholly owing 
to the cowardice of thofe who had engaged in the plot. Reflect but an inftant on what 
mutt be the fituation of Guftavus, when his troops having entered the enemy’s terri- 
tory, his officers flatly refufed to march, owing to his not having authority to undertake 
a war, as they affumed, without the approbation of the States. The King inftantly per- 
ceived that all his blooming hopes were blafted, all his great preparations rendered ufe- 
lefs, in one word, the whole campaign abortive; a campaign, of the fuccefs of which 
he had fo much reafon to be confident. He caufed his forees to retreat, and fent the 
officers to be tried at Stockholm. Weare far from inclined to blame this Prince’s con- 
duét, we have no fuch right, for clemency, cven where exceflive, is ftill a virtue. We 
fhall only ftate what in his place we would have done. Immediately upon the refufal 
of the Finith officers to march, we would inftantly have had them arreited, difarmed, 
and furrounded by fome battalions ; advancing into the circlewewould have faid to them : 
Gentlemen, do you perfift in your difobedience? Remember that at prefent you are foldiers 
oppofed to the enemy, and not citizens deliberately in council. Should they have anfwered 


* Were we defirous of multiplying examples we fhould not need them. In 1772 a man convicted of 


offering to affaffinate him was fent to Pameresia with an appointment of 500 rix-dollars. 
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“We are refolute: their determination was made a long time before, and in their corref- 
pondence with the enemy, afterwards proved, they had pledged themfelves to perfilt— 
That being the cafe, Gentlemen, as an officer at the head of his regiment is bound to obey as 
much as the meaneft foldier in the ranks ; and as all difobedience in face of the enemy by mili- 
tary law is punifhable with death, the law foul take effect: we would then have decimated 
the guilty, given up to immediate execution thofe upon who the lot had fallen, and 
imprifoned the remainder in the nearelt citadel; afterwards we would have filled up 
the vacant appointments, and have given the word to match, with firm affurance that 
none would have ventured to hefitate. Without being a King, a general ought to have 
aéted thus, and we could cite thofe who would not have acted otherwife. This conduct 
on the part of the King would have been fo much more fecure in that the foldiers, al- 
though feduced in meafure by their officers, would have fided with the King immediately . 
he addreffed them. It is not of them that His Majefty complained on this mournful 
occafion; on the contrary, often has he repeated before us, that once entreated with 
the King at their head, the Swedifh troops would brave even hell itfelf. 

To other embarraffments to which His Majefty was fubjeét, is to be fuperadded the 
impoflibility of his addreffing the Finnifh foldiers, except by an interpreter ; the Finnifh 
language having no analogy with the Swedifh. We had an anecdote from His Majefty, 
which for its fingularity deferves to be repeated. Being defirous of addreffing fome 
foldiers who were murmuring, he made ufe of an officer whom he met on the fpot 
for an interpreter. This officer delivered the fpeech of His Majefty to the foldiers, and 
the anfwer of the latter to the King, quite different to what was expreffed by either. 
The Prince was not till fome time after made acquainted with this piece of roguery, 
as impudent as novel. He had liberality enough not to feek to know wlio this officer 
was. 

"The King in defpair returned to Stockholm, where fhortly after a party was formed 
againft him. ‘The project of it was no lefs than to reduce him to the ftate he was in on 
afcending the throne, and if poffible, even lower. ‘The chiefs of the party fpoke openly 
of their intention, and nothing but the affembly of the diet was waited for to confoli- 
date this new fcheme. Guftavus, in the moft terrible pofition imaginable,. hefitated 
whether or no he fhould affemble the States : fortunately he determined for the negative, 
fwayed, as it is faid, by the advice of two foreign minifters ; had he convoked them at 

-that inftant he would have been ruined. To thefe multiplied embarrafliments fucceeded 
a fudden irruption into his dominions. The Prince of Heffe, at the head of twelve 
thoufand Danes, landed in the neighbourhoed of Gottenburg. Guftavus was at the 
time in the mountains of Dalecarlia : fetting off with only a fingle fervant unknown to 
any one, ke harangued from the fame ftone, on which on a fimilar occafion Guftavus 
Vafa had ftood, the defcendants of thofe who had aflifted him to expel the tyrant Chrif- 
tiern, Guftavus II. whofe eloquence was uniformly perfuafive, engaged a number of 
thefe mountaineers to fet off for Stockholm. (In one village, where the men were em- 
ployed at their labour, the King addreffed their wives, who pledged themfelves for their 
hutbands.) ‘They arrived at their place of rendezvous, and under the coramand of © 
Baron Armfeldt, cloathed and dreffed in their country garb, with the blue ribbon con- 
fpicuous over his Dalecarlian drefs, took a pofition at Drottningholm, whence they had 
an eye on all that paffed in the capital. The King here for the firft time heard of the 
invation of the Danes: he immediately fet off, and arrived at Gottenburg at an inftant 
when fought for all over the kingdom, at an inftant when this city, incapable of defence, 
was about to furrender to the Prince of Heffe. The prefence, the language of the 
King gave courage to all. No longer was heard any notion to furrender; the Danifh 
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herald coming to demand the keys, received his anfwer from the Monarch’s mouth, 
whom he miftook for an officer. Mr. Elliot the Britifh minifter at Copenhagen then 
difplayed that elevation of character fo frequently diltinguifhed in the Britifb-nation, 
He declared that his court would confider the prolongation of hoftilities, and any ye- 

- fufal on the part of the Danes té evacuate the. Swedith territory, as a declaration of 
war*. The Prince of Heffe upon this caufed his troops to retreat, and reaped no 
other advantage from this campaign than the obloquy of having daftardly invaded the 
dominions of a King in misfortune, without even the flighteft pretext. This general 
had landed at Gottenburg fome months before ; he was received there with the great- 
eft refpeét, particularly on the part of the Duke of Sudermania, who was there at the 
time. The whole of the city was fhewn him as well as the forts, without the leaft 
idea that in fo fhort a period he would avail himfelf of the information he was thus af- 
forded. ‘The known influence of the Prince of Hefle on all the military operations of 
Denmark leaves no room to doubt of his being the director on this occafion, a conduct 
which ftamps him with infamy. This Prince was moreover, with great reafon, blamed 
for not having raifed contributions on the city of Gottenburg, or carried off the ftock 
of goods with which the magazines of the Eaft India Company were full. The vil. 
lainy once begun fome booty ought to have been made without having had the expence 
alone for the trouble. All this might have taken place before the King arrived ; with 
him once there nothing indeed could have been more hazardous on the part of the 
Danes than to have tried the fate of arms. His Majefty had abfolutely determined on 
giving them battle in a little plain adjoining the city. He had colleéted from three to 
‘our thoufand men; General Armfeldt was on his way to join him with nearly ten 
thoufand, and the Swedes, animated by the prefence of their King, who came for 
their falvation, would have fhewn themfelves difficult to conquer. Not that the {tate 
in which the King found the town was at all fit for defence, The cannons on the 
ramparts had balls which did not fit the calibres of the guns, and the officer of artil- 
lery there was unacquainted with the range of the mortars: beneath the mafter’s eye 
foon however was all adjufted. 

It will be found hard to credit that which follows: the King who, by his prefence, 
faved the warehoufes of the Eaft India Company from pillage, at a time they contain. 
ed three cargoes to the value of from 11 to 12,000,000 of livres +, requefted of it a 

very trifling loan: it granted him a part only of what he required. Here again the 
King was deficient ; thus fhould he have addreffed the direCtors: Gentlemen, it is evi- 
dent that your falvation is owing entirely to myfelf : in effecting it Ihave incurred a preffing 
neceffity for 100,000 rix-dollars ; this is but the twentieth part of the value of what I have 
preferved to you ; grant me this fum I befeech you immediately ; Hoffer you to indemnify your- 

elves out of the duties payable on your fucceffive cargoes. If the dire€tors were endowed 
with common fenfe they would have anfwered: Sire, we have a lively fenfe of the ob- 
ligations we lay under to Your Majefty: we deem ourfelves but too happy in offering him 
this feeble teftimonial of our gratitude ; yet deign, Sire, to accept it rather as a free gift; a 
gift undeferving of a thought. The King would bave thanked them as a company fhould 
be thanked, as a province is wont to be prefenting the government with a fhip, and 
there would have been an end of the affair. 


* Admiral Byng, in the Mediterranean 1718, afforded a fimilar example. Mr. Keith, when ambafla~ 
dor at Copenhagen infifted in a fimilar manner that the government fhould not attack the life of Matilda. 
From what country is it that minifters dare to take upon themfelves, without inftrudtions from their court, 
fuch pofitive declarations, and without an apprehenfion of having them denied? Such procedures do 
great honour to any nation whatfoever. + From 450 to 5c0,cool. 
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The King, on his return to the capital, convoked the diet ; but having had efpecial 
reafon to be diffatisfied with that of 1786, he had the precaution to fecure the votes of 
the three orders for the acf of fecurity. ‘The nobility alone were refractory : His Ma- 
jefty confequently felt himfelf obliged to intimidate them by an att of vigour, no lefs 
than the arreft and confinement of a number of the moft confiderable among them in 
Fredericthoff, the prefent arfenal. The people fided with the King, and teftified their 
zeal in the moft unequivocal manner, by infulting thofe who oppofed him ; and in this 
number fome of the firft in the kingdom, men whofe rank one fhould think would have 
guaranteed them from fimilarvexation: but who, if thetruth be fpoken, deferved the oblo- 
quy with which they were treated, more on that very account than did the others. The’ 
nobility not choofing to give way, the King determined to terminate at once thefe 
continual diffentions. He entered the Houfe of Lords without any one fufpedting his 
intentions. ‘The King’s party were pre-advifed that if he fhould get into his carriage on 
leaving the houfe it would be ‘a token that he had gained his point; on the contrary, 
if he fhould mount his horfe, (fome of his horfes ready faddled {tanding in the {quare,) it 
would be the fignal that force muft be ufed for obtaining that to which perfuafion was 
inadequate. An immenfe concourfe of people accompanied the King to the fquare. 
He enters the houfe, and immediately upon his entering the chamber (entirely unat- 
tended) two gentlemen, well known by him to be of the oppofite party, clofed the door 
rudely after him. ‘The King feels no wife difconcerted ; he takes his feat and propofes 
the adf of fecurity to the affembly *, which had already obtained the fuffrage of the three 
other orders, He puts the queftion to the vote 10 0, refounds from all parts ; fome of 
the members however attached to His Majefty vociferate yes with all their might. Note 
withftanding much the lefs, the King feignsto believethatthe numberof yeas is the greater: 
he declares as much to the aflembly ; again the yeas and noes are repeated in a fimilar 
proportion. The King again makes the fame remark, and orders the Marfhal of the 
diet to fign the acceptance of the afflemblyin thename of the nobility; adding that notivith. 

Standing the confent of the three other orders already obtained enforced that of the fourth, be 
yet preferred that the act foould pafs by the free will of his nobility, whofe zeal and attachment 
tothe crown he was happy on this occafion to acknowlege. After thanks thus well deferved, 
His Majefty fends to notify the pafling of the a&, on the part of the nobility, to the 
three other orders then fitting. Immediately after the heralds, leffoned before hand, 
parade the town, and announce the diet clofed. This proclamation greatly difcon. 
certed the nobility, whofe intention it certainly was to proteft as foon as the King fhould 
have left the houfe; but His Majefty kept his feat until the diffolution of the diet was 
proclaimed. His Majefty then left the houfe, and was received with acclamation by 
the people, whofe violence it were to be feared the nobility would have had to dread, 
in cafe things had taken a different turn. Since that period a number of gentlemen 
have retired to their eftates, where they remain condemning the King until they fhall 
meet again in another diet. 

His Majefty, yet, is far from having as partizans all the nobility who remain in Stock« 
holm: we could enumerate many of that body, of both fexes, who owe their all to 
him, but who, neverthelels, are not the lefs enraged at him; fome women, particularly, 
who would have died of grief if his Majefty had omitted for three weeks together to in, 
vite them tofup with him, are among the moft violent of his calumniators. As French. 


* This act gives the King the power of making peace and war, fixes the taxes to the next diet qwithout 
preferias when it is to take place. The want of money alone therefore can oblige the King to fummons 
the kates, ‘ 
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men we are far from being altonithed at this fort of ingratitude. Some among the la- 
dies, defirous of qualifying their opisfion, reafon right and wrong on governments, ad- 
miniftration, the power of Kings, &c. But they are unwilling to declare the real mo- 
tive of their hatred, which is merely the preference they give toa government in which 
they have a chance of feeing their hufband, their brother, or their coufih, take part in 
the adminiftration, to one in which there may-be but one efficient *.  Egorifm glides. 
into the heads of the fair as well as our own. Yet fhould the nobility reflect and ceafe 
to murmur, without the King they would be nothing not only in Sweden but in any 
monarchical fate whatever. ‘The moft opulent gentleman in the kingdom, enriched 
by the bounty of former Kings to his anceftors, inhabits the capital; here he ought to 
pals for fomebody, but here, unlefs when fpoken of as one of the chiefs of the party 
oppofed to the King, arrefted in 178g, infulted by the people, and recommended, after 
afking advice of the police, to leave Stockholm, none ever fpeak of him; the world in. 
fhort fearce knows of his exiftence. ; 

Let us refume: the King had not the power of declaring war, except by firft obferv- 
ing thofe forms he is blamed for having neglected, by compliance with them he gave 
notice to the eneniy of his intention, and time to put himfelf in a pofture of defence. 
‘The general approbation of the war on the part of the diet proves that his motives for. 
declaring war were not fo deftitute of juftice as has been afferted. Had this: prince given. 
the enemy an opportunity to prepare his defence, he would have had attributed to fuch 
conduét the whole of the confequent mif-chances, and with reafon. In war the niceties 
of the drawing-room are difregarded. (England has almoft conftantly began. her.attack 
on us before any declaration of war. In 1756, two thips were.taken by them Le Lys, 
and L’ Acide, before we knew of the cammencement of hoftilities.) Sweden is not 
ftrong énough to ftand againft Ruffia, when that-power is at liberty to oppofe her with 
her whole force. Guftavus took advantage of the {tate of fecurity in which that power 
was wrapped, to endeavour to regain.a part of the provinces wrefted from his prede- 
ceffors. In thefe difmemberments, it cannot be difguifed, juftice was feldom regarded ; 
they were the refult of the wars of Charles XII. and no one but knows that Peter the ° 
Great in alliance with two other princes, attacked this Prince without-the {malleft fha- 
dow of equity, juft at his leaving his cradle. ‘The Ruflians exclaim againft the King of 
Sweden for attacking them without notice; but had he informed them of his defign four 
months before, undoubtedly they would have laughed athim. The Ruffians had com- 
mitted a great fault in leaving their frontiers unguarded. They fay they had no miftruft 
of the King of Sweden; thofe neighbours with whom a nation has before been at war 
it ought always to miftruft. Their overfight was fhameful : thanks to their roubles they 
efcaped its punifhment. Let them profit by the leffont. They knew how little was 
wanting to have madeit aterrible one. ‘The carriages of the Emprefs were in readinefs, 
every thing was prepared for flying to Mofcow. ‘There were not five hundred cof- 
facks on the whole of the fouthern banks of the gulph between the Swedes and Peter{- 
burgh. The fcarcity of men was fuch, that three regiments were fent poft from the 
army of Prince Potemkin, feven or eight foldiers ona kibiek,. by two hundred at a 
time. 

As it is right that all fhould be laid open, we fhall mention to our readers a. very ex- 
traordinary opinion, but which was communicated to us as well founded ; it will ferve 


# The fame reafon caifes the Ruflians to difapprove of the revolution in Sweden, as well as the laf in 
Poland. They found it fo pleafant to be matters in other countries ! 


+ Since this war they have fortified the frontiers, particularly the mouth of the Kimen. Henceforth 
there willalways be kept frum 18 to 20,c00 men in this part of Finland. 
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to prove that the brain.of man is liable of accefs'to the moft abfurd inconfiftencies. We 
have been affured that the King having by his.own faulttmiffed his obje& the firlt year, 
owing toa fiege badly planned, and an unfuccefsful campaign, himfelf engaged his offi- 
cers to enter into a criminal correfpondence with Ruffia, in order that this treachery 
might ferve him as an excufe to the nation for having undertaken an unjuft war, and 
effected nothing where much might have been done. Although a ferious reply to fuch 
an atrocious and unfounded chatge might well, indeed, be difpenfed with, we yet fhall 
examine its merits. In the firft place, could it be fuppofed that the officers arrefted 
and tried would have failed to avail themfelves of fuch an ample apology to avoid the 
punifhment to which they were fubjeét?_ A minute detail of the whole procels is in ex- 
iftence, and no fuch thing appears: befides, this charges Guftavus with an unpardon- 
able offence, that of caufing an officer to be beheaded, and many others to be imprifon- 
ed, on account of a crime fuggefted by himfelf. A conduét of this defcription could 
be followed by none but one who had previoufly, and that provedly, done the fame ; 
but that the incredulous may finally be convinced, if further be requifite for conviétion, 
let them know that the revolt of the officers in Finland was contrived, by that traitor 
Sprengporten, at the very inftant of his going over to the Ruflians in 1779: that in 
1783 the firft meetings of the confpirators took place in Helfingfors, at a lodge of free- 
mafons; that Sprengporten regularly attended thefe meetings from Ruflian Finland,~ 
where he refided, which was the more eafy for. him to do as the King was then abroad. 
The confpirators at that time were fifty, and much encreafed in number afterwards. 
Many perfons known well enough at Stockholm, if this work fhould chance to fall into 
their hands, mult inwardly own that our information is correét : eafy in fa&t would it 
be for us to give further particulars ; from fuch we however fhall abftain. “What we 
have faid will be enough to fhew that the plot did not commence with the beginning of 
the campaign, as is generally believed. 

We fhall not dilate upon the war in Finland ; it would caufe us to exceed the limits 
we have prefcribed to ourfelves. We fhall leave to hiftorians the taflk of tranfmitting 
to potterity the vidtories of Frederigfhamm and Svenk/und ; fatisfied ourlelves with re- 
marking how great the difference between the Swedes in the prefent war and thofe who 
fought in 1741 and 1757. The victories of Guftavus Adolphus, Charles X. Charles 
XI, Charles XII, and Guftavus UI. were owing principally to their prefence. ‘The- 
Swedes are accuftomed to fee their kings at their head. If the foldier is guided by rea- 
fon the prefence of his king can but have great cffect on him: he will feel that -where 
he who might peaceably and in fecurity await the details of a battle, expofes volunta- 
rily his life and bears all the inclemency of the weather, he cannot himfelf retreat be- — 
fore the enemy, nor murmur at his toil. ‘The prefence of a king prevents ail difobe- 
dience and all altercations, more common than isufuallyimagined among generals. A king 
will take upon himfelf what a general would not dare without mature deliberation, in 
council or an order from court ; in the interval of which the favourable opportunity is 
frequently loft. ‘The generals of the King of Pruflia would not have ventured many of 
the battles won by that Monarch ; and to his heading his troops himfelf is the high re- 
_putation of the Pruffian forces entirely to be afcribed. What we have faid of the 
Swedes is applicable to the French; nor is it in this inflance alone that thefe two peo- 
ple refemble each other. We know the time when the French foldier at the fimple 
name of the king, whom he had never feen, would gaily have fronted certain death + 
what then would he not have done if he had been at the head of his army; but for a 
long time our kings had been unaccuftomed to thew themfelves ‘to their foldiers, an: 
omiffion which will ever meet its punifhment fcon or late. 


The- 
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The King having obtained all he wifhed conceived the title of. fenator ufelefs, as the 
fenate was deflitute of power, in confequence it was fuppreffed ; defirous of annihilat. 
ing the memory even of a body which had fo long abufed fovereignty, and under the 
defpotifm of which his people and himfelf had fuffered for fo long a period. We can 
but approve the fuppreflion of this heap of petty tyrants; the avidity and corruption of 
whom were at their height, and with whom any mode of enriching themfelves what- 
ever it might be was allowable *. 

A great part of the nobility however was conneéted with the fenate; and confequent- 
ly the annihilation of a body, the omnipotence of which fhed or appeared to fhed a 
luftre on themfelves, was not regarded by the nobles at large with an indifferent eye ; 
yet certainly this defpotifm, fhared among a few families, could at no time extend to 
country gentlemen, who on the contrary were crufhed by its oppreffion in common 
with the reft of the kingdom. But it belongs to the character of man to view things in 
a different light to that he ought, and this pofition was amply proved by the Swedith 
nobility on this occafion. That which ought to have fecured its eternal gratitude to 
Guftavus has been looked upon by that body as an ufurpation, of which it has avenged 
itfelf, after a long interval, in a manner that will fix an indelible difgrace on the firft 
order of the State. 

The revolution of 1772 is ftill confidered by the nobles as a crime on the part of His 
Majefty. They repeat, and are fupported by fome hiftorians, that he fwore to maintain 
the antient conftitution upon his afcenfion to the throne, and that he could not change 
it but by rendering himfelf a perjured man. Proud of this difcovery the anti-rayali/es 
are pleafed with the idea, and imagine or pretend to imagine that this affumption can- 
not be anfwered ; we fhall however endeavour at an anfwer. : 

It is every where allowed that an oath extorted by violence is null: the moft rigid 
publicifts confider thofe engagements valid alone which are wet made, and that the 
unreftrained only can pledge themfelves, or truly exprefs the real intentions they may 
have. ‘Was the oath of Guftavus on his afcenfion to the throne unfubjeét to con- 
ftraint? If the ftate of Sweden be honeftly regarded at that epoch, we do not believe 
that any fuch queftion can ferioufly be made. The fovereign in 1771 finds his king. 
dom a prey to the arbitrary vexations of the. Senate and the States: he fucceeds a fa- 
ther, outraged continually with infult and humiliation, even to the very day of his death; 
and that accelerated in all human probability by fuch abufe. Could he, was he at lie 
berty to, refufe the adoption of this conftitution fo humiliating to royalty? Would he 
not have expofed himfelf by a refufal to the lofs of a crown, the fhadow of which alone 
the States conceded to him, but that they. might poffefs the reality? Is it not evident 
therefore that the oath of Guftavus muft be clafled with thofe extorted by violence? 
Had this Prince and his fucceffors felt themfelves bound by fuch a vow, arbitrary power 
would have been perpetuated to endlefs time ; for it is paft a doubt that no king would 
have been fuffered to afcend the throne without firlt taking this abfurd oath. “Let the 
Swedes therefore fhower down bleflings on Guftavus, for confidering that a vow, the ob- 


* A fenator had fold his fuffrage, on a certain important occafion, to the French ambaffador for 4000 
plotres. The fecretary of the embafly, employed to carry him this fum, met him in a coach in the flreet ; 
he imparted the obje@ of his miffion, upon which the fenator informed him he had only to hand bim the 
money, which was in bank notes. The young man did as every one fimilarly circumitanced would have 
done: he gave him the money. Judge what mutt be his furprize and indignation, upon learning the next 
day from the ambaffador that the fenator had again demanded the fame, denying the receit of the former. 
The matter was of importance, his opinion of great weight ; it was thought better therefore to give S000 
plottes than to lofe 4000, and the fum was paid a fecond time. (‘The ambaflador and his fecretary, now an 
ambaflador, are yet living, 1793.) 

fervance 
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fervance of which tended to the perpetuation of abufes, ought not to be binding, for 
thinking with reafon that the good of his people ought to be above an illufory oath, that 
the government of a fingle man, fuperior to events, were preferable to that of a cove. 
tous multitude, a prey to their paffions, to intrigue, the flaves of foreign powers, and 
ever ready to fell themfelves to the higheft bidder. ‘ 

It is poffible that the affair of the diet of 1789 offended thefe nobles more than any 
other part of the condud of the King; they have never been able to forgive him the 
pafling of the ad of fecurity, the lefs for their having placed their deareft hopes, their 
ftrongeft reliance on reducing His Majelty, during its feffions, to the flate he held in 
1771. They cught, however, to feel greatly obliged for his forbearance, fince by his 
afcendancy over the people he could have made them forely repent their condué. 
‘They complain of the King’s extorting their conceflion ; but, had he not obtained it 
in the Houfe of Lords, that affembly can but know that he would {till have had it pafs 
by force, and at the price of blood; not his blood, not the blood of the people, but 
that of the nobles: they owed him gratitude for his mercy, and how was it thewn? 

The death of this great Prince, the lofs of whom is already felt in Sweden ; this 
crime, an eternal ftain on the character of the Swedifh nobility, deferves that we fhould 
fpeak of it at fome length: we fhall confequently make it the fubject of the following 
chapter. 5 

‘The young King is very forward for his age, he promifes much, and we dare pledge 
ourfelves for his performance : he poffefles the cafe of the perfect fovereign ; far from 
being intimidated in a circle of half a hundred, which would but be natural in a youth 
of thirteen (he was not indeed fo old when we faw him), he unaffectedly contrives to 
fpeak of fomething to all entirely free from embarraffment: it is worthy of remark 
that when Prince-royal he had three court days every fortnight. His education is 
very nicely attended to, and his hours of ftudy exaétly regular. We have no doubt 
that he yet continues as laudably attentive to his duties as when we were in Sweden. 
Although a monarch now he is convinced that his youth requires yet fome years of toil 
and ftudy to fit him for the ftation which providence has affigned him, Although 
very young this Prince muft fenfibly feel his lofs: what pity that thus a premature 
death fhould fo foon have robbed him of a tender father, a model, and a guide! Shut 
be his ears to the counfel given if not in unifon with the leffons of Guftavus; never 
may he forget that he has to hand down the fceptre to his child as free as it defcended 
to himfelf; that it is a property which is but his for life, and for which he is refponfi- 
ble: let him beware of perfidious infinuations, tending to limit his-authority, prefented 
under the fpecious but deceptive mafk of philofophy. Yet again, in adhering to this 
advice, let him not run counter, let him not feek to add to the power he now enjoys ; 
its linits are irrevocably fixed: wifdom itfelf prefided at the eftablifhment of the pre. 
fent conftitution ; protect it Guftavus Adolphus; call to mind the princes whofe glo. 
rious name you bear, Guftavus Vafa, Guftavus Adolphus, Guilavus III. ; be they 
ever prefent in your thoughts ; and however crooked, however difficult the path you 
have to tread, but take them for your guide you never can go wrong. 

Prince Charles Duke of Sudermania, the King’s brother, is at prefent regent. 
The confidence repofed in him by his brother, his friendfhip for him, which ever was 
unchanged, led us to imagine that the intentions of Guftavus would be refpected. 
after his deceafe; to our great regret muft we ftate that we have been deceived. ‘The 
motive of the Regent’s conduct is to us a problem: many prefent themfelves to our 
imagination, on which to fix we know not. Could it be contempt or indifference to. 
the will of a dying brother? either feems to us incredible. the firft fhockine - hones of 
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doing better? Surely it were the height of prefumption to expeét, in a few weeks 
rule, to do better than him who, not a common man, had been employed for twenty 
years in ftriving to do well. Whatever may have been the motive the Regent has dif- 
miffed moft of the perfons appointed by the late King. ‘This condu@, to fay the leaft 
of it, fhews deficiency of judgment, in fo much as it will prevent thofe he has placed 
in their ftead from attaching themfelves to him, left they fhould experience from his 
fucceflor a fimilar treatment. It is conftantly highly impolitic to difapprove in toto of 
the conduét of a predeceffor; for as it is next'to impoffible that all his meafures.fhould 
be bad, a general exception either denotes-exceffive arrogance or violent exafperation 
again{t him; neither of which fentiments are creditable, particularly with refpe€t to a 
brother much fuperior in knowledge to his cenfor *. 

Of all the matters in which the Regent has differed from his brother none are more 
ftriking than what regards the French revolution, No doubt the new power with 
which he is vefted has made him look upon things in quite a different point of view; 
for we well remember that, in 1791, he held an oppofite opinion to that he has fince 
profeffed: if this be in its favour it has taken him fome time to adopt. 

The Regent fet out with a moft rigid plan of ceconomy ; he began with difmiffing the 
French ators, .an indirect cenfure on the conduét of the aft King, with whom the 
theatre was the chief amufement and principal expence ¢: but then again he kept no 
miftrefs (at leaft publicly); and to us it feems that his pleafures had at leaft the ad- 
vantage of decency which, in perfons of a certain diftinction, conftantly tells for fome- 
thing t. 

We fhall terminate this article with obferving that we did expe from the Regent 


a very different conduét. We yet have hopes; and pray for nothing more ardently 
than that they may foon be realized. : 


Cuap. XVL—Affiaefination of Guftavus Ill. ; his death.—Trial of the Confpirators, 
Clemency of the King. 


AT length are we come to that execrable murder, which our pen would refule to 
‘defcribe but for'its being a duty impofed by the plan of our work. If on the one hand 
the enormity of the crime excite our aftonifhment, on the other the magnanimity of 
‘Guftavus, his firmnefs, his heroic courage afford us confolation ; for in the common 
habits of life we feel it foothing to find thofe we love, thofe we take pride in exalting, 
fhew themfelves worthy of general admiration: man applauds himfelf on fuch occa- 
fions for his difcernment, and with refpect to Guftavus III, we have no fear of any room 
for changing our good opinion. 

That the project for making away with the King was long in agitation is an indifputable 
fa&t: the affaflins had miffed their aim at Haga, where His Majefty’s cabinet’ being on 
the ground floor afforded grcat facility for the execution of their treafon. It is well 
known that on the very day of his affaflination it was {poken of at Hamburg and Bruffels 


* Leopold of Auftria acted in-a fimilar manner on bis fucceeding his brother the Emperor Jofeph, nor 
was this the only foolifh thing he did in conrfe of a reign of very fhort duration. 

+ It coit him annually 1co,0co rix-dollars. 

} What adds to the indecorum (at-leaft in our eyes) of keeping a miftrefs, is where the cafe of one pof- 
‘fefled of an amiable and lovely wife, a wife pleafant, playfal, aud lively in the extreme, whom alfo, notwith- 
landing thefe recommendations, the breath of calumny has never fullied ; the cleareit proof of innucence 
for none do wrong, however high their rank, but {candal will-attaint when it has reom. 


as 


FORTIA’S TRAVELS IN SWEDEN. Sos 
a matter already cifedted. It has been faid that the predominant party in France, ap- 
srel with juik reafon of the influence of Guitavus, contributed to his death: 
le; and this Prince was fofirmly perfuaded of its being the fa& that, upon 
his receiving the blow, he exclaimed, it is @ Frenchman. {tis cd thet the mur- 
derer, after making his efcape from the ifle of Gothland, to which he had been banifh- 
ed, (for treafon in Finland during the war with Ruffia,) travelled to Paris: this we do 
not afiirm, but fhould it have happened there can be little doubt of this monfter having 
been infligated to the deed by thofe who had the meannefs, the impudence to place 
the bult of a regicide in their hall of audience *. 

On the night cf the 16th March 1492 the King, according to cuftom, was at the 
maiked ball at the opera; while walking he felt himfelf thot im the fide: he did not 
fail, but had ftrength enough, by leaning on a perfon near him, to reach his apartment 
adjoining the theatre. This frightful event became immediately public: Baron Arm- 
feldt arrived in a condition difficult to defcribe ; and as his confternation was at its 
height, the King comforted him by obferving, ‘¢ do mot be alarmed, my friend, it is only a 
wound, you have been wounded yourfelf and know what it is. In the mean time the mur- 
derer, favoured by his accomplices, efcaped, and two days expired before he was dif- 
covered: the piftol he had ufed, being found on the ground, was inftrumental to his 
detection ; upon its being fhewn to the gunfmith he pointed out the purchaler. 

Surgeons were fent for from all quarters. The King immediately directed them to 
give their opinion, adding that, fhould he have but a few hours to live, he was defirous 
of employing them in his affairs and thofe of the State; and confequently that it would 
be but loit time to probe and drefs the wound. After the furgeons had examined it they 
declared as their opinion that it was not mortal: His Majefty thereupon confented to 
have it dreffed, and was carried to the caltle. 

The ‘next day Countefs Ferfen, Count Brahét, and Baron Geer, all of whom 
had for a long time abfented themfelves from court, came to vifit His Majefty, who re~ 
ceived them with great kindnefs, and expreffed the pleafure their vifit afforded him in 
thefe memcrable words: my wound is of fome utility I find, fince it brings me back my 
friends. What remorfe muft not a fimilar phrafe occafion in thofe who had turned their 
backs on fuch a fovereign! : 

The remaining twelve days of the life of the King were employed in the affairs of 
State ; his indefatigable activity was {till the fame, and every interval between his pains 
was put to profit, His laft aét of fovereignty was to appoint his friend General Arm- 
felt Governor of Stockholm, an appointment which the Regent did not fuffer him long 
to enjoy, as he acted upon the fyftem of keeping in the back ground the greater part of 
thofe attached to his brother. 

The King defired to be kept ignorant of the names of his affaflins ; the murderer’s 











* This fociety (the jacobin) fo fearfully famous, wifhed, by the honours paid to the villain Ankerfreumys 
to perfuade the world that it contributed to his crime; not indeed becaufe it fancied the aétion laudable, 
hat becanfe it was defirous of a new kind of glory worthy only of itfelf; that of difpofing at will of the 
lives of fovereigns, ‘They are well aware, are its members, that people of fenfe are far from giving them 
credit for fuch authority ; but fools, that is to fay the mob, are fure of it, and this is all that is wanted by 
a horde of plunderers who govern but by terror, How much mut they not be furprized that their reign 
has been fo long. 

+We were of the company when Count Brahé and his lady {upped with the Duchefs of Sudermania: we 
do not now recolle& upon what occafion, but we mentioned the circumftance to His Majeity fome few 
days after: this for example you muff look upon as fomewhat indecent, was His Majefty’s oblervation. We 
mult allow His Majeity’s remark was juft indeed. 


VOL. VI. 3T alone 
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alone was mentioned to him, and Ljliehorn*, the author of an anonyzfous letter which is 
copied further on, This villain came to throw himfelf at the fect of his fovereign, and 
begged for pardon, which was granted. — 

‘The piftol with which His Majefly was fhot was loaded with two balls and feveral 
nuils ; a fmall part of the charge only could be extraéted from the wound. Art was 
exhaufted in vain, and on the thirteenth day (in the forty-fixth year of his age) Guf- 
tavus II. died in inexprefible agony, after receiving the facrament, preferving the 
firmnels and reiignation of a great mind to the very lait. -He did not die without firlt 
exacting a promife from his brother that the murderer clone fhould undergo capital 
punifhment : thus by an a@ of clemency, fufficient in itfelf to render him immortal, 
he terminated a glorious life by a {till more glorious end. 

All the accomplices, that is to fay, Ribbing, Horn, Lilichorn, and Ehrenfwerd, wrote 
to. the young King, when the judgment of the parliament on their crime was publithed, 
all entrenching themfelves behind the letter of the law, and feemingly taxing the tri- 
bunal, which as regicides had condemned them to death, with rigour and injultice. 
We procured all thefe letters, as well as that of Horn to his father, and Ribbing to 
his mother, in which they attempt to comfort them for the misfortune of having given 
them birth: in faét we know of no greater calamity than to have fuch children, ‘It is 
fit we fhould obferve that Ankerftroeeum, Ribbing, and Horn threw with dice for which 
of them fhould kill the King, to the firft of whom the lot devolved : they were bound by 
oath to. kill themfelves after deftroying His Majefty ; but whether. from want of refolu- 


tion, whether from hope of faving himfelf the affaffin omitted this. And fuch ‘wretches 





dare to appeal for favor to the law! 

General Pecklin oppofed the King in 1756 ; alternately in the pay of either France 
or Ruffia, he fided with the court in 1762: he was made a Colonel in 1772, and was 
on the point of tampering with his regiment againft his mafter when arrefted and con. 
duéted to Griptholm, where he was detained for fome weeks: there he was treated with 
diftinGtion and refpe&t ; at the end of that time the King releafed him, an aé of cle- 
mency difapproved by the world, Pecklin being known to be a very dangerous man. 
In 1786 he appeared at the diet but did not make himfelf confpicuous; in 1789 he was 
arrefted with feveral other gentlemen, but only in his own houfe; and upon reprefen« 
tation to His Majelty that his eftates required his prefence, was fuffered to proceed to 
them. This man, who from 1772 had lived in the utmoft obfcurity, left it in 1792 to 
enter into a con(piracy againft the King’s perfon: but familiar with crime, and mafter 
of himfelf, he would-confefs nothing ; by which means he eftablifhed his innocency, 
the laws of Sweden exacting confeffion before fentence of death can be paffed, 


Addrefs of General Major Baron Charles Frederic Pecklin to the King. 


“* SIRE, 
“ Your parliament, by its decree of 24th May laft, relative to the horrible treafon 
committed on the perfon of his late Majefty, Guftavus IIL. of glorious memory, has 
declared, on the fubjeé of the denunciation made again{t me by the guilty, that as 


* We were very well acquainted with this Lilichorn when at Stockholm. He is the fon of a woman 
in a’very inferior Ration about the Queen: he was brought up at the King’s expence ; and has had a very 
rapid advance, being a major in the guards at an age that would, without injuitice, have allowed him to 
vegetate for fome time to come in an inferior fl:tion. We frequently {poke of him to His Majefty: we 
were never pleafed with the manner in which he Spoke of his benefactor ; but between a condué of this 
defcription and an affaffin there is fo wide a difference, that we fhould never have fufpeted him capable of 
participating in fuch a crime. 

ihe 
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oft they afforded could not be looked upon as full and fatisfactory, the matter, as far 
egarded myfelf, foould- be referved’ for further evidence ; and that in the interval 1 
a be transferred to the fortrefs of Carlftein, in order there to be kept, and be exborted 

clergymen to make confeffion of the fault with which Lam charged. 7 

« Tt ig not without the deepeft grief that I fee myfelf fufpected, arrefted, and con- 
demned fora crime of which I am perfeétly innocent, and which the witnefies legally 
heard have been unable to prove, fince the parliament itfelf declares, “ that full and 
fatisfactory evidence is yet wanting.” . 

* Your Majefty will be pleafed, therefore, not.to take amifs my prayer for a rever- 
fion of this decree. 

« Equity is the firft virtue of a King and a judge; and internally I feel perfuaded, 
that the chief defire of Your Majefty is to exercife it, as the moft fecure method of eftab- 
luhing your power in the hearts of your fubjeéts; and in what does it confift, unlefs in 
the fair application of the law, and the true interpretation of its meaning. Harbouring 
this perfuafion, I dare flatter myfelf, that Your Majelty will not countenance the proofs 
accepted by the parliament, efpecially as, according to’all I am able to comprehend, 
they are in abfolute contradiction to law. 

“ The law clearly eftablifhes, by the 17th fe€t. 7th chap. on the fubject of trials, that 
“the teftimony of no perfon, being him/felf criminally indiéted,is to be taken in evidence, nor 
that of one who turns informer, nor that of an accomplice”? He who is objestionable not 
being allowed to give his evidence, the judge can certainly pay no regard to the teftimony 
of a perfon objected to in law, but fhould on the contrary rate it wholly void of truth ; 
hence is it that the law impofes a penalty on every informer that makes not good his 
charge; and if the gth feét. of the fame chapter permit, that in criminal caufes the tef- 
timony of an objectionable witnefs may be heard, it is only, as is formally declared in 
the fame paragraph, “ to enable the court to obtain means of acquiring legal evidence ;”* 
but it is not faid, that the teftimony of the reje€ted perfon {hall itfelf be accepted as 
evidence. 

« As during the courfe of the trial, nothing has appeared againft me but the relations 
of perfons accufed, accomplices, and fuch as have participated in the crime, of what 
had been imparted to me at private interviews; it appears to me, that had law been 
duly adminiftered, the judge would have paid no attention to fimilar relations ; and the 
le(s, from the difagreement in the different teftimonies of the guilty parties, and from 
their written varying materially from their verbal evidence, as is declared by the parlia- 
ment in many parts of its decree: whence it follows, that, if they were objeCtionable 
perfons, their teftimony for that reafon is inadmiffible by the 17th chap. 26th fect. ; 
and added to this, the greater part have only related what they had heard from others, 
which, according to the 14th fe&t. of the fame chapter, cannot be confidered as legal 
evidence. 

* All that appears likely is not therefore fa&. Hiftory points out many examples of 
perfons accufed, who have had fo many apparent proofs brought againft them, that the 
judge, fully perfuaded of their criminality, has not feen the leaft poffibility of their 
being innocent ; and yet, after their punifhment, the real guilty man has appeared, and 
fhewn the judge in error; wherefore, unlefs where no voluntary confeflion appears, 
or legal teftimony, asa ftatefman, the judge has always held it a maxim, to prefer faving 
a number of guilty to the punifbment of one innocent man. 

“ Tf, in the prefent inftance, the individual relations of fix guilty perfons could furnifh 
a half-proof, it would give birth to the abfurd idea, that the relation of twelve culprits 
ought to be regarded as entire proof; although, in hopes of mitigating their punifh- 
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ment, they might have agreed before the perpetration of their villainy, or at le. 








fore their arreliation, that in cafe of difcovery, they thould denounce an innocent 
fon as th cipal infligetor of their criminality. None but Charles Pontus San 
fon, (Li n,) and Adolphus Lewis Ribbing, who were arre‘ted, the one not un 





feve sy the other til ieveral-hours after the treafon, accufed me in the firtt in- 
3 the others have only repeated what they had heard them fay, cr fpcken of mat. 
ters which had no relation to this affair. God preferve the country from a law which 
fhould authorize {uch traitors to appear in eviden Vor who, in fuch an age, could 
be certain of preferving either | our or his life. 

“ As for other circuinflan ed againft me, and which the parliament has looked 
upon as legally fupport:d, they are: that I acknowledged that Thure.Stenfon (Bjelke) 
had frequently fpoken to me of a revolution, rebellion, and pulage; that a number of 
the confpirators dined with me on the 16th March, and that, according to the evidence 
of the witneffes heard, many perfons attempted to enter my houfe the following night. 
Bat to thefe I fhall humbly beg to object; that Vhure-Stenfon never did fay, and that I 
never have acknowledged that either he or others had formed a defign to change the 
form of government, to excite an infurreétion, or pillage, a natural confequence ; 
wherefore, from his arguments relating to changes in other circumftances varying from 
the affair in queftion, I did never imagine that I had any thing to denounce, nor any dan- 
ger to prevent; and being accuftomed, at my time of life, to receive friends daily at 
my table, for the recreation of my retirement; as to fome of the guilty, before looked 
upon as worthy people, prefenting themfelves to dine with’ me, this is one of thofe in 
nocent incidents which cannot be laid to my charge: again, their coming that day 
without any invitation, appears a connivance among themselves for my ruin; and if a 
number of perfons came with a view of entering my houfe without being fuffered to 
enter, this cannot be laid to my charge. Your Majefty will perceive that thefe circum- 
ftances form no matter of accufation again{t me, and that, conformably to law, in {pite 
of the requifition of the parliament, I cannot regard it a duty to prove the probability, 
from the juft fufpicions that I have conceived, of the refolution entered into among 
certain of the guilty to effect my ruin; I truft too much to the equity of Your Majefty 
to doubt for an inftant of your approbation in this particular. 

“* Hence it follows, that the charges made againft me by the guilty, and the different 
relations given by them of what they have heard and fay themfelyes, or learned from 
others, joined to other circumftances of little importance, cannot in any ways, accord- 
ing to the fenfe given them by the parliament, afford any other than collateral evidence, 
or half proof; on the other hand, if the meaning of the law be regarded, if all preju- 
dice and fufpicion be laid afide, thefe denunciations and’ thefe circumftances yield no 
proof whatfoever; for what does the law mean by appearances and circumftantial evi- 
dence? In cafe of murder or affaffination, for example, it may be produced, that arms 
belonging to the party accufed have been found near the murdered corpfe; that he re. 
fides in the neighbourhood; that he may have been feen covered with blood, &c. 3 
thefe are appearances. But the {peaking proofs of my innocence will not efeape the 
penetration of Your Majefty. A number of my fervants, examined upon oath, have 
given from their teftimony no reafon to imagine that I had any knowledge of the plot 
formed againft the late King; fo far from it, they have attefted my innocence, for they 
have depofed, that my doors were kept clofe the whole night, and that none of thofe 
who knocked were admitted, which certainly would’ not have been the cafe if I had 
been concerned : further, when the girl Peterfon came to inform me that the King had 
been wounded by a piftol, I was fo much hurt at the news that it occafioned me an ill- 
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nefs, an'inconteftible proof of my furprize, and the real grief I felt at this fatal event. 
Moreover, who can reafonably imagine that an old man of feventy years-of age, weighed - 
down and wafted by the viciflitudes he has undergone, dropping by degrees into the 
grave, and occupied wholly on his latter end, could have allied his phlegm and indif- 
ference to the violence and ambition of a parcel of madmen, and plot with them a con- 
{piracy again{t the perfon of the King, and a revolution, contrary to his confcience, to 
his reafon, and to prudence. 

“* But, Sire, fince no half-proof, nothing circumftantial, admiflible by law, has been 
produced againft me, how can the parliament, wholly unprovided with thefe, have 
ventured to impofe on me a real punifhment, a punifhment the moft fevere that in my 
unfortunate fituation it poflibly could do, that of depriving me of my liberty, and thofe 
attentions which my age requires, by confining me in a fortrefs the reft of iny days. 

“« The chief motive of this fentence cannot be, as alledged by parliament, to induce 
me, through the remonftrances of the clergy,to make confeflion of fault; for if this were 
abfolutely neceflary, it would be equally praéticable in a houfe here in. the city, where 
clergymen are to be found more enlightened and more eloquent than could be in a dif 
tant fortrefs. 

* And fuppofing the parliament to be influenced by the three royal letters cited by the 
King’s folicitor, Your Majefty will perceive that the King’s letter, dated 11th November 
1756, ftates, that “ doubtle/s for the purpofe of difcovering others concerned, fome of the 
accomplices may, even before trial, be confined in a fortrefs until more ample information be 
procured ;” and it is exprefsly ordained in this letter, that the prifoner fhould becrimi- 
nal, and his crime proved ; but this citation cannot be looked upon as regarding him 
arrefted merely on fufpicion, As for the other two letters of His Majefty, neither can 
be deemed as applying to the cafe. 

“* To conclude; as he who committed this horrible crime has been legally and july 
punithed, and as thefe who formed this infamous confpiracy have been difcovered and 
condemned; while againft me, as I have fhewn, no witnefs or legal charge has been 
brought in the whole courfe of the trial, I live in hope that Your Majefty will decide 
thata more rigid confinement, for the purpofe of extorting confeffion, ought not to take 
place; imploring, if I fhould have miftaken the meaning of the law, the clemency of 
Your Majefty. : 


** Tam, for the few remaining days I have to live, with conftant zeal 
and the moft profound fubmiffion, Sire, 
“ Your Majefty’s moft humble, &c. 
“ Ca. Frep. Pecxuin.” 


Copy of the anonymous Letter of Lilichorn to Guftavus III. on the day of his 
alfjaffination. 


“* Deign, and gracioufly allow an anonymous perfon, whofe pen is guided by the 
voice of honeur and confcience, with the moft perfeét franknefs, to warn you that there 
are individuals, as well in the provinces as here in the city, who. breathe nothing but 
hatred and vengeance again{t you, to the length even of your deftruction by fome mode ” 
of affaflination. ‘That they fhould have failed the night of the laft mafked ball has 
been a fubje& of regret with them; and they notice with pleafure that another is an- 
nounced for to-day. Affaffins fhun the day ; nothing, they fay, can be more favourable 

to 
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to them than darknefs, and the difguife which you are accuftomed to wear on thefe oc- 
cafions; you are therefore entreated, by every thing that is facred, to defer this curfed 
ball to a more fuitable opportunity, for your prefent and future intereft, as well as that 
of fome enthufiafts, from whofe handsdoubtlefs, upon reflection, the Almighty will 
caufe the dagger to be thrown. I have the honour to affure you, in the face of hea- 
ven, which I call to witnefs the motive and purity of my intentions, that the advertife- 
ment I give you comes from a man who is nothing lefs thana courtier, who is in need 
of nothing, and who is very far from approving all the rafh fteps you have taken, either 
in war or politics, and particularly in what regards morality. In making. this confeffion 
with the utmoft cordiality, I fhall appear to you the lefs liable to fufpicion when I affure 
you, that being prefent at the diet at Gefie, I fhould not have hefitated an inftant to have 
‘drawn the {word to oppofe your mercenaries with all my. powers, in cafe they had re- 
forted to open force, as was at ong inftant expected. Vouchfafe, therefore, to diftin. 
guith a difference between the conduét of a man of honour in his fenfes; and that of an 
enthufiaft and a traitor: the one withes well to the commonweal, afking for nothin 
more certainly than to be fo fituated as would allow of his making ufe of means fanc- 
tioned by religion and honour to promote its welfare ; the other conceives all meafures 
tolerable which may contribute to the object in view. -It may, however;-bediffeult, if 
not altogether impoffible in the end, to forewarn you againit all the calamities which 
furround you, unlefs you put yourfelf in train to become fincerely reconciled with the 
fame part of the nation, by following a conduct, however little, yet different to that you 
have hitherto done. ‘ ft ‘ See 
“ Ihave conceived it for my internal fatisfa&tion a duty to reveal this fhocking fecret, 
which I’learnt by mere chance two hours ago; be perfuaded, alfo, that I am not in- 
fpired by a panic terror in taking this ftep, but on the contrary by the dreadful cer 
tainty I have, from what has been divulged to me, of the verity of the fa: Take 
good heed, I further entreat you, of the ground-floor at Haga, as being, according to 
their declaration, a place more appropriate than any other for their purpofes. You 
cannot ufe, generally fpeaking, too much precaution: if I may advife, keep away en- 
tirely from mafked balls, at leaft till after the holidays, this-being of importance to 
yourfelf as well as to.us all. You will do wrong by fhewing a courage which nothing 
can move ; we know that you have bravely faced the enemy; you may therefore with 
perfect fecurity and without difhonour avoid the blow of a traitor. I fhall never ceafe 
to put up prayers for your happinefs ; befeeching you, in the mean time, to make no 
perquifitions for the purpofe of detecting the author of this advice, as’ they would be 
fruitlefs, having been entirely alone while’l wrote it, and not having communicated, its 
contents to any one.” : ; 


This letter was given in a garbled ftate in all the newfpapers at the period of the fatal 
event; above, ‘it is given with exadtitude: the traitor who wrote it knew well enough 
what effeét an anonymous letter would have upon the King; had he had any real in- 
tention of faving him, he would have perfonally divulged the confpiracy: but we are 
“not to wonder at the conduét of the wretch; he owed his all to the King, his fupport, 
his military rife, (he was a major in the guards,) and we live in an age in which ingra- 
titude to the throne is looked upon as a merit; as if Kings were the only men on earth 
“bound to do good, the only objects of unfcrupled affaffination. 


' Extra& 
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Extra& from the verbal procefs at the Cajftle of Drottningholm, on the 15th Auguft 
; ; 1792, in prefence of : ; ; 
His Royal Highnefs the Duke of Sudermania. 
His Excellency Count Wachmeitter Rick{drots. 
His Excellency Baron Sparre, Grand Chanceller. 
’ Prefident Baron de Kurck. 
Prefident Baron de Reuterholm. 
' Prefident Count de Ruuth. 
Senefchal Rogberg. 
Senefchal Ulner. 


On the above day, the report of the commiffion being called for, and the two pro~ 
tocols of the 4th July being read, the fecretary of the commiffion, Herhielm, prefented 
the definitive conclufion of the high tribunal, upon the revifion of the decrees of the 
parliament, on the 24th of May of the prefent year, again{t the former Counts Horn 
and Ribbing, lieutenant-colonel Liliehorn, and lieutendnt Baron Ehrenfverd, as. well as 
againft the other perfons implicated in the horrible crime committed on the perfon 
of the late King; after which His Royal Highnefs was pleafed thus to exprefs him- 
ae (2 ak a rt 2% 

“¢ All the prefcriptions of law having been exaétly followed, none of the advantages 
which it affords the criminals having been withheld, and the. confirmation from the 
high tribunal, of the decree of the parliament made on the 24th May, having been pre- 
{ented to us, we have nothing more to do than to make known our fentence and will 
upon the occafion, ‘ 

“ A‘ prey to grief, to thofe affliGing fenfations which agonife our heart,- while the 
memory of a refpeCted-King and much beloved brother is united with the anguith 
which the unhappy and deplorable manner in which he was taken from us occafions in 
-our bofom, we have neverthelefs, in conformity to our painful duty, caufed reprefenta- 
tion of all the occurrences of this horrible affair to be laid before us, with the fubftance 
of the different ats as they regard the fame. 

“ It is not without the moft lively emotion that we perceive, by thefe elucidations, ° 
that an unheard-of confpiracy has exifted againft the life of our revered monarch, and 
been executed in fuch a fhocking manner as makes humanity fhudder, in a manner that 
never could we have thought poflible in our daysand in Sweden. This ftain, not upon 
the nation, known in all ages for its honour and fidelity, but upon a fmall number of 
guilty perfons, ought:to be wafhed away and expiated according to the rigour of the 
law ; and this is our duty to effect. Our heart, torn by the moft cruel remembrance, 
feels fenfibly the horror fuch an atrocious deed is calculated to excite; but thefe feel« 
ings, although fatisfactory for our grief, are not the only ones that affli& us, What - 
adds to our trouble is, that we are under neceflity of rendering the juit feverity of the 
law (which we are far from defirous of mitigating in favour of criminals of this defcrip- 
tion, compatible with the facred promifes extorted from us by the prayers and injunc- 
tions of a dying brother, our King. i ; 

*¢ The inftant is at hand which is to decide and make public the fate of thefe unfor- 
tunate men, who, by the nature of their crime, are more unhappy than they poflibly 
could be in undergoing the punifhments they have merited. The law has pronounced 
their fentence, and we feel perfuaded that the axe falling on their heads, would be to 
them, in their frightful fituation, the firft and greateft of favours. Our See 
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of this decree would fatisfy, at this moment, the rigour of jufice; but we arewithheld 
by the itrongeft and moit efficacious reafons, which we fhall unveil for our own jutti- 
fication and the benefit of pofterity. 

“ Being by the fide of the bed of His late vey a few days before his death, and 
fpeaking to him of the misfortune which had befallen him, and the dreadful confe- 
quences that would follow; His Majefly, whole fenfible and generous heart was ever 
prone to pardon, vouchfafed to exprefs to us, that the idea of the merited torments 
which the guilty would have to fufter affeQed him more by far than all his pains; he 
added, moreover, that this oppreflive fancy would never let him reft, unlefs we thould 
promife and fwear, upon the faith of a brother and a Prince, that in cafe he fhould 
chance to die, his interceffion fhould avail for the falvation of the lives of thofe wretched 
men who had been wanting to him in fidelity. Moved even to tears at fuch noble fen. 
timents, we yet dared to reprefent to him that law, whether human or divine, would 
not allow fo horrible a crime to pafs without penalty of death, and that the honour of 
the Swedifh name and public fecurity exprefsly called for juftice. His Majefty, fentibly 
affected by thefe heartfelt reprefentations, then faid with anguith, that if the law of re. 
prifal neceflarily exacted blood for blood, that if his interceflion was infufficient as a 
party to fave the life of the unfortunate man who lifted his hand againft his life ; he yet 
perfifted that his fhould be the only one to pay for the death he had occafioned ; and 
that none of thofe concerned in the plot, however great their number, or deep their in- 
tereft therein, (which at that time was not difcovered or perfectly known,) fhould fuffer 
for it in their lives. . 4, ; 

" & His Majefty at the laft added, that this was not only his laft application as a bro- 
ther, but his Jaft will as a King, as the power of pardon could not be taken away from 
him as long as he lived; and again exacted from me the moft folemn promife; fuch I 
could not, nor had the right to refufe him any longer. This affeCting and rentarkable 
converfation, which will develope to pofterity the generofity and clemency of Gutta. 
vus III., and which, more than the victory at Svenk{und, will tend to eternize his name, 
thall be the bafis upon which our fentence and refolves fhall be founded. 

“«. Asa chriftian, a fubject, a brother, as a man, we cannot, ought not to vary from 
the will ofa dying King. He had the inconteftible right of pardoning in his own caufe. 
We hall follow loyally his orders, nor fhall it be reproached his brother that he deceived 
him in the arms of death. 

** In confequence of the reafons before alledged, we declare and ordain, that the 
fentence of death awarded by the parliament, and confirmed by the high tribunal, 
again{t the former Counts Claudius Fredericfon Horn, and Adolphus Lewis Ribbing, 
the former Lieutenant-Colonel and Chevalier Charles Pontus Lilichorn, and the former 
Lieutenant Baron Charles Frederic Ehrenfverd, fhall be commuted into perpetual ba- 
nifhment; that they are degraded from their nobility, and declared unworthy of all 
right of citizenfhip; that they fhall be immediately conducted to the frontiers of an of- 
fended country, without hope of ever being allowed to return, and with prohibition, 
under pain of fuffering the death pronounced againft them, ever to require the fame. 
The care of their punifhment we leave to their confcience and remorfe, perfuaded that 
the bitter reflections to which we deliver them willbe more intolerable than death itfelf *, 






* The regent deceives himfelf ; men of this defcription are ftrangers to remorfe. Banifhment is no pu- 
nifhment for {coundrels who could no longer live in Sweden: two of thefe wretches, on their paflage even 
from Copenhagen to Hamburgh, proved that fentiments of repentance, imputed to them by thé regent, 
were far from their thoughts. Notwithftanding the motive afcribed lower down, it is in a fortrefs that re. 
gicides, whofe life is not fhortened on the feaffold, fhould end their days. 
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We hall haften their immediate expulfion, in order fo, if poffible, topfface the remem-* 
brance of foch a horrid crime, which, by their detention in the fortrefles of the king- 
dom, would only renew the remembrance of a misfortune in itfelf indelible. For ever 
be thefe unhappy wretches banifhed from that Sweden whofe calm and tranquillity they 
have difturbed ; and in order to encreafe their remorfe, let them: know that it is the 
King, againft whole life they dared to confpire, who, in his dying moments, gave them 
theirs. : 

As for other perfons accufed fince, we are not authorifed by the will of His late Ma- ~ 
jefty to leflen the feverity of the law in their favour, neither can we in an affair of this 
nature follow our innate inclination to clemency; .whcreupon we confirm, with refpe& 
to them, the definitive fentence of the High tribunal: in confequence of which Coun- 
cillor Von Engeftrceum fhall be fufpended from his poft, and be confined for three 
years in a fortrefs. Major Hartman{dorff fhall likewife be difplaced and imprifoned for 
a year; the Secretary Von Engeltrceum thal! be fufpended from his office for twelve 
months, and General Major Baron de Pecklin fhall be confined in a fortrefs until more 
ample information ; but the territorial judge Nodell, agreeably to the fentence of the 
Parliament and the High Tribunal fhall be releafed from all charges. 

His Royal Highnefs immediately appointed the fortrefs of Waxholm for the prifon of 
Councillor Von Engeftroeum, that-of Malmoe for Major Hartmanfdorff, and that of 
‘Warberg for General Major Pecklin. ; a 

"The prefent verbal procefs and the fentence it contains having been read and col- - 
lated, the Commiffion broke up its fitting, ix fidem protocoli., ; 

: (Signed ) N. JOHNSON, 


We conceive that what -will now have met the reader’s eye requires no comment. 
A dying King pardons his affaffins: the laft a& af his power is to draw afide the venge- 
ful fword of the law, from punifhing thofe who had robbed him of life: how honour- 
able, how glorious fuch an end! How well it crowns a reign, too fhort for Sweden, but 
long enough for thofe Sovereigns difpofed to take him aes model, and enlightened 
enough to follow his fteps. - 

‘Lhe clemency of the King is fo well known to us, that upon the firft intelligence of 
this execrable a&t, we declared as our opinion, that if His Majefty recovered, the mur- 
derer alone would be punifhed with death. ‘The event has fhewn that we were not 


deceived. 


Cap. XVIUI.—On the Death of Charles XI. 


‘THIS event, fo important from its confequences, which paved the way for Sweden 
io obtain a peace wanted fo many years betore, and which changed the form of go- 
vernment of the country, is related in fo many different manners, but each fo void of 
proofs, that every hiftorian, without being liable to the charge of impofture, is left to 
adopt which he will. ‘The ftatement of M. Voltaire has had moft partizans, yet do we 
confider it wrong, and the refearches we have been able to make put our opinion be- 
yond ali doubt. We hall prefently difcufs that of Mr. Coxe, given at great length in 
his Second Voyage to the North, publifhed in 1791: but fhall firft begin with the account 
of Lagerbring, Profeffor at Lund, taken from his Hiftory of Sweden, vol. iv. part 3. which 
treats of the reign of Charles XII. Stockholm, 1779 ; in it will be {een the effential dif- 


ferences.which characterize the account of each hiftorian. - 
A iaiastnta ~~ ite! si one 7 « On 
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“«© On the 28:h O&tober, 1718, the King coming from the Weftern Ed, entered Nor. 
way, followed by the other columns of the army. On the 2oth November, batteries 
were raifed againft Frederigfball, On the 27th, fort Gyllenlow was taken by affault, ar 
which the King was prefent. On the firlt Sunday in Advent, the 30th November, the 
King attended divine fervice in the morning, and afternoon at head quarters at Tifcdas 
fox: inthe morning he burnt certain papers. At four c’cleck in the afternoon the King 
vifited the trenches on horfeback, and at nine in the evening all was done, and the King 
was acorpfe. Charles fanding in the trench, his body bent, with his head fupported 
on his arms leaning on the parapet, the officers prefent imagined him afleep; but as he 
remained in this poflure a longer time than ufual, they went up to him, and found that 
life was gone.” This is the account of Mr. Nordberg: others pretend that the engineer 
Megret, who had the direction of the works in the trenches, was feated fo near the Kin 
that he perceived a kind of convulfive tremor in him, wuence.he concluded him dead. 
M. de Voltaire, whofe relation differs from that of others, fays that no one was near the 
King but Megret and Siguier. ‘The King was flanding,” fays he, “ oppofite to a bat- 
tery of the enemy, whence was a great difcharge of mufquet balls, with his body half 
uncovered from the enemy’s fire; at fome paces diflant was Count Baron Schwering. 
Count Pef2, a captain in the guards, Ka/bert an aide de camp, (it fhould be aide de 
camp general Kaulbars) was waiting his orders. All at once Mcgret and Siquier faw 
the King fall on the parapet. A ball of half a pound weight had entered his head on 
the right fide, and made fuch a large hole that you might put in it your three fingers ; 
the left eye was-entirely flattened, and the right forced out of its focket. When Megret 
faw that the King was lifelefs he exclaimed: The play is over, now let’s to fupper ; but 
Siquier haftened to inform Baron Schwerin, &c.”’ Colonel Carlberg, then Licutenant- 
Colonel of Engineers, who was prefent alfo in the trenches, has given another relation’ 
different from the preceding. ‘ When Colonel Megret, charged with direéting the at- 
tack, had marked a new line with fafcines and gabions at a diftance of no more than two 
hundred ells from the bulwarks of the fortrefs; the enemy began a violent fire both 
with mufquetry and cannon: this was the firft time of their ufing mufguetry againit 
the workmen in the trenches. ‘The red hot balls and burning pitch on the fortrefs save 
fufficient light round about. Mr. Cariberg, after giving inftructions to the men how te 
place the gabions, went down into the firft trench, where fome officers of high rank 
were ftanding clofe to the feet of the King, who leaned on the flope of the parapet of 
the trench, with his left hand under his jaw, fo that a part of his face was above the. 
parapet directed towards the fortrefs. Hereupon a ball ftruck him on the left fide cf 
the head, (this, from infpection made of the wound, is evidently faife,) without any other 
movement being perceptible but that of his hand, which dropped from his jaw, and his 
head which reclined on his cloak. The aide de camp, General Kaulbars, was the firft 
who perceived the death of the King; he ftruck Car/berg on the fhoulder, and begged 
him to make hafte to relate it to General P. B. Schwerin, who directed that it fhould 
not yet be made public, and that his body fhoukl be tranfported to head quarters. He 
thereupon was put on a litter and covere.i with white cloaks. At this inftant Siquier 
approached the litter, took the King’s hat, and put his hat and wig on him, The litter 
was accompanied by Carlberg, and a Captain Schultz, (fince ennobled under the name 
of Nord:ncrentz) to Tiftedalen, and the body was carried to the fame houfe where the 
King had taken up his abode. After General Schwerin, the Duke of Hol/tcin, Field. 
Marfhal Mceurner and General Diiker were among the firft who faw the defunét. The 
Hereditary Prince of Heffe was then at ‘Torpum, at the diftance of three quarters of a 
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in many circumftances the relation of Carlberg differs from thofe of Nordberg and Vol- 
‘taire. ‘The laft remarks that no one was prefent when the King was killed except Si- 
quier and Megret, and that the firft of thefe related the death of the King to General 
Schwerin. : 

Carlberg fays quite the contrary. Neverthelefs we muft not accufe M. de Voltaire 
for relating circumftances fuch as they were given to him, and not improbably by the 
fame Siquier * ; but at the fame time we have no right to look upon as falfe the account 
given by an individual who heard, faw, and did himfelf the things which he defcribes, 
and whom neither fear nor reward could induce to write any thing but what he could 
vouch from actual experience tf. 

Different opinions were entertained of the King’s wound ; fach as examined it, main. 
tained that it could not have been made from the fortrefs or the redoubts of the enemy. 
On a draught of the fiege of Fredericfhall on which it was affirmed that the King was 
killed by a fhot from the redoubts, an officer of high rank, who was at the time alfo in 
Norway, had written in German with his own hand, that is not true. It was generally 
conceived that the blow did not cotwe froin either a Dane or a Swede. No rumour 
was more common than that Siquier, the King’s aide de camp, had murdered the King. 
It is not doubted that he himfelf confeffed it when ill at Stockholm in 1722, but it is 
added that this illnefs was accompanied with delirium. Some have imagined that re- 
morfe had extorted this confeffion ; others again have infifted that Siquier after his re. 
covery, when for the benefit of the waters at Medevi, was tortured by the fame remorfe, 
although then perfeétly in his fenfes and not delirioys. In cafe Siquier had been near 
Kaulbars and others who were ftanding by the King’s feet when he was killed, it would 
not only have been ealy, but his duty to have obtained their teftimony, and by his neg- 
lecting this, fufpicion is no wifediminifhed. Another circumftance is alfoequivocal: Nord- 
berg relates that Siquier and Megret followed the King into the trenches, but I have 
been credibly informed that Siquier had nothing to do in the trenches, and that being 
interrogated by a certain perfon as to what bufinefs he had there, he hefitdted in his 
anfwer. M. de Voltaire however declares him entirely innocent. He grounds his con- 
vidtion in the firft place on a declaration made to him by Siquier himfelf. «I could, 
have killed the King of Sweden; but fuch was my refpect for that hero, that if I had 
been fo inclined, I fhould not yet have dared ;”? and fecondly he obferves that “ Si- 
‘quier died poor, ‘and that fuch exploits are ordinarily well paid’ but if the miferable 
‘wretch do not in fuch cafes receive his wages in advance, his earnings may turn out ex+ 
tremely fmall. The third circumftance which he thinks abfolves him from the charge, 
appears to be of greater confequence, to wit, “ that the ball which terminated His Ma- 
jefly’s life weighed half a pound, a ball of which weight would not enter the mouth of 
a fufil”’ But how did Siquier learn that the ball was exaétly of that weight, fince in 
Sweden it is entirely unknown} probably it might be afcertained from the verbal pro- 

efs on the fubject of an infpection of the body by three Swedifh noblemen }, a copy of 
which I give ina note fubjoined. : 
“ce We 

* In admitting this hypothefis, it is next to impoffible not to have violeat fulpicions of Siquier, as fhall 
be hereafter detailed. 

+ The flatement of Colonel Carlberg was communicated by himfelf to the author, and the copy which 
he poffeffes he is aflured was written by Col. C. 

£ In the year 1746, on the rath July, between five and fix in the morning, the underfigned went down 
joto ihe Maufoleum called Carolin or Palatine, on the cqueftrian ifle of the church at Stockholm, and. 
opened the coffin of King Charles XII. defun&, whom they found in the condition and order following : 
a mattrafs or pillow dtuffed with aromatic herbs covered the face of the King, under his head and joining 
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“* We pafs over feveral other memorable things related by M.. ce Voltaire, probably 
communicated to him by Siquier, of which-however the perfons in-attendance by the 
King ought to have better information, notwithftanding their narratives differ from that 
of M. de Voltaire. - Another. circumftance as memorable as it is unaccountable. An 
officer of high rank in the neighbourhood of Fredericfhall foretold that the King would 
die on the 3oth November. ‘Ihe report of this prediction was very extenfively fpread, 
and no fecret of it was made. It is not known whether it ever reached the ear of His- 
Majefty, but-as we have before remarked, he was noticed the morning before to have 
deftroyed fome papers, and had nothing in his pockets ‘but a prayer book and a minia- 
ture of Guftavus Adolphus. If the death of the King had not happened, the prophecy 
would only have been laughed at, but as it was confirmicd by the event, it was thought 
to have fome fignification. ; 

“To judge from appearances, the King dicd at a very unfortunate time for Sweden; 
but the death of Kings is decided by powerful motives, which are not always thofe 
that fuit the intereft of man.” 

The foregoing is an exact tranflation as afforded us by a learned Swede; he further: 
added, that the time would come when the death of Charles would be fpoken of as at 
prefent we do of that of Guftavus Adolphus, and we are very much of his opinion: 
We fhall now proceed to difcufs the opinion of Mr. Coxe, expofe our own, and leave 
our readers to determine which is the beft founded in argument and affertions, 

Mr. Coxe, in his Travels in the North, publifhed in 1791, enters largely into the: 
fubject of this death; he pretends that Lamotraye and Voltaire, have given falfe ac- 
counts of this event; this is true, it is certain, from the verbal procefs bois cited, and 
from the matk moulded over the face of the King, of which Mr. Coxe fpeaks, that his. 
eyes were not found out of his head, that the ball did not weigh half a pound, and that 
the orifice was eonfiderably fmaller than reported. Mr. Coxe cites the fame verbal 
procefs as we do, with fome flight difference. His tranflator has miftook him grofly in 
putting depth for length, and penetrated for went out. Mr. Coxe could have feen no 
other mark than fuch as we have defcribed: his-conclufion. from it is fimply that the- 
wound was made by a fmall bullet, which is incontravertible: but he perfifts in believ- 
ing that it came from the fortrefs, and principally fupports his opinion by the account 
afforded by the old Norwegian Evkenfon, a cannoneer in the Danith garrifon during the 





his face was a cloth. The head was uncevered without any cap, but in lieu was furronnded by a Jaurel 
wreath, His hair was in good prefervation, of a very light brown colour, and the length of a little finger 
combed upwards on the fides, but the top of his head was bald. On the right fide juil beneath the temple 
was a plafter, which fluck fo faft that with great difficulty we could remove it; when removed, we per- 
ceived and felt an oblong oridce flanting in a dire&tion towards the back of the head feven lines in length 
and two in breadth; on the left fide which was covered with a plaiter of the fame fize, the whole of the 7 
temple was torn away, and the fragments of the bones evidently denoted the paflage of the ball from that 
part. His face was much walted, his mouth rather open, and fome of his teeth were vifible. Under his 
head were feveral pillows of white linen full of fragrant herbs. Along his fides and on his arms a number 
of {mall white bags were Jaid filled with the fame materials. His arms were ftretched by the fide of the 
body, and his hands covered with white gloves were placed oppofite each other. His fhirt was of linen of a 
{maller degree of finenefs, and his winding fheet of cambric, 
EH. HARLEMAN. 


EL EKEBLAD. 
ANDREW JOHN, of Hepken. 


‘The original of this atteftation is in the King’s library at Stockholm. It was communicated to the author 
by the Royal Librarian Gjccurwell, and may be feen in a work written by him, cntitled-Swedife Anecdotes, 
part 3. a . < 

Baron Harleman waa fuperintendant of the King’s thips. Counts Ekeblad and Hopken were after- 
wards made Senators, : 


a2 fiege 


-FORTIA’S TRAVELS IN SWEDEN. '_ gy 


fiege. We reifon therefore from the fame materials as Mr. Coxe, but decide in a dif. 

ferent manner. Weare well perfuaded that the King was affaflinated, and fhall detail — 

the conjeétures upon which we decide, for where there is abfence of proofs we mult be 
‘fatisfied with conje€ture. = : : ; : . 

In the fir place Mr. Coxe, if impartial; mutt allow that it is farcical to efteem the 
narrative of the old Norwegian alluded to as of any weight: will he attempt to perfuade 
us, or does he himfelf believe that a cannoneer in a fortrefs any more than a foldier in 
the ranks can know any thing of what paffes except immediately by him, particularly 
at nine o’clock at night in the month of December. From his refponfcs we gather for 
certain that there was no firing that night from the fortrefs of Oberberg, this indeed the 
Norwegian muft furely be competent to fay, as he was in the fort; but this is all that 
he could know, and this proves nothing more than that Lamotraye is in error, afluming 
the fhot to have come from that place. Mr. Coxe adds that the old man was of a frank 
charaéter, and that there was nothing to iriduce’ him to tell an untruth: certainly not, 
nor did he conceal ought he knew. He ftates moreover that the Danes made ufe of 
mufquetry, that the parapet where the King ftood was perfe€tly within reach of the 
place, that a number of fhells were fired, and that the King might have been killed by 
theenemy, ‘Lhis was all known before ; and if Mr. Coxe refle@ts, he will fee that this 
proves nothing againtt the affaffination: for it is impoffible to prefume that any one 
would have chofen a time for making away with the King bya mufquet or piftol fhot 
when out of the reach of the enemy’s batteries, or when the énemy made no ufe of balls 
againft the Swedifh trenches fimilar to that by which he was ftruck, that is to fay, fmall 
bullets. This would have demonftrated to all Europe that the Monarch died by affaf- 
fination,’ and there is good reafon to imagine that fuch was not the intention of the 
guilty. We conclude therefore, that the converfation, noticed with fo much fatisfaction 
by Mr. Coxe, proves nothing againit our affamption, or in favour of his own, It mutt 
farther be remarked, that the old Norwegian told Mr. Coxe that a number of foldiers 
were killed by the fide of the King, fo many indeed that they were buried on the {pot. 
It is very extraordinary that this cannoneer thould have feen thus much from his fortrefs 
of Oberberg, (from which the Swedes were feparated by a hill,) or that after the army 
had decamped, he fhould divine that the foldiers killed in the trenches had been fv 
killed near the King, and at the fame time he was himfelf. To conclude, it is very fin- 
gular that this man fhould have known that, of which no relation makes mention ; for ' 
in all thofe which fpeak of the greateft number of perfons about the King, fpeak but of 
four or five without enumierating any foldiers whatever. Mr. Coxe fays that the pre- 
fent King of Sweden (1791) had conjectured that Cronfedt was the ailaitin; but after- 
watds confeffed that he was miftaken: this may be, but if Mr. Coxe has ever had the 
honour of fpeaking to the King on this fubjedt, he would have found that if His Majefty 
no longer believes that Cronftedt was the affaffin, it follows not that he does not believe 
he was aflaflinated by fome other perfon. Thefe are what Mr. Coxe calls proofs, finifh- 
ing with thefe decifive words : : 

“ The queftion relative to the death of Charles XII. is now rendered very fimple : 
unlikely, anecdotes and vague conjelures cannot weigh againft a pofitive faét: the pre- 
tended aflaffination is a mere chimera.” We fee nothing pofitive in all this, unlefs it be 
the tone of affurance which Mr. Coxe affumes, nothing chimerical unlefs it be in his 
aflertions, We fubjoin our reflections upon the fame data. 

Firft reflection.—According to the verbal procefs, the authenticity of which is incon- 
teftible, the ball went through the head ina horizontal dire€tion, making a very fmall 
‘hole on entering, and tearing away the temple and fhattering the bones as it went out 

on 
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on the left fide; it confequently muft have had a violent impulfe, whence we may fairly 
conclude that the fhot was from a véry fhort diftance; then, the more near the parapet 
is aflumed to be to the fortrefs, in order to render probable that the fhot fhould have 
proceeded thence, the more impoffible do we make it that the ball fhould have taken an 
horizontal dire€tion ; for it miuft not be forgotten that the fortrefsof Frederic/vin is on the 
fummit of a perpendicular rock, and the fituation of Charles the plain, near a cragey 
rock, at the end of the Governor’s garden, If the fhot therefore had comme whether 
from acannon; mufquet, or carbine, fired from a great eminence, it could not move in 
an horizontal direction, to ftrike a point fituated below it; perhaps it may be faid that 
the courfe of the ball was changed by ftriking fomewhere, as occafionally happens ; but 
this objeCtion becomes a nullity, when we confider that it pierced every obftacle, fhats 

“tered the parts it encountered, which are precifely the harde‘t in the whole head, and 
that it neceffarily muft have gone through either the neck or the jaw, ifit had not taken 
its dire@tion in a perfetly ftraight line, The hat of Charles affords a new proof 
of the ball paffing out at the temple, fince the hole is beneath the button, unlefs, indeed, 
the King wore it a /a Pandoure, with the button on the right, in which cafe the hole 
would have been much enlarged by the curious, as Mr. Coxe obferves in his firlt 
travels. . ‘ ; ote ‘ 

_ Second reflection —Not only did the ball traverfe-in a horizontal direction, but alfo 
from the right temple to the left: let us fee if this be probable. According to all ac- 
counts the King was examining the enemy’s batteries, ftanding, and his head fupported 
‘on his hands. Mr. Coxe indeed makes him to be feated on a wooden chair which was 
fhewn him; as this by no means changes the pofition of the head of the King, we fhall 
pafs lightly over this opinion which nobody ever gave before. The King then was in 
front of the batteries, and as his bufinefs there was to examine them, it cannot be pree 
fumed that he would for that purpofe prefent the fide of his face, or if it be admitted 
that the form of one of the batteries abfolutely made a right angle with a line from the 
middle of the King’s forehead, in fuch cafe, in the firft place, the trenches mult have 
been opened fo as to be liable to -enfilade, and in addition the batteries have formed a 
perfect femi-circle; both thefe fuppofitions are inadmiflible; the Swedifh engincers were 
no novices; the place was attacked in fuch a manner, that, but for the death of the King, 
it muft have been taken in a few days; and the Danes for certainty had no batteries 
fronting each other in their fortreffes: fo that in any cafe the King might have fronted 
the battecies without expofing his fide’ to any, as there is no doubt but he did. 

Third reflection.—It is plain from the blood on the glove of the right hand, and on 
the fword-belt, that the King firft put his hand to the wound, and afterwards on his 
fword, which he even drew half from thefcabbard, The firft movement is inftin@tive ; 
nature engages us to place the hand where pain is felt. But the fecond fuppofes re- 
‘flection ; 'and however rapid the aétion, it appears to us not the effect of chance; it 
evinces a determination to repel an aggreffion. We appeal to Mr. Coxe; would"he, 
in thé trenches, expofed to continual fire, if he felt himfelf flrack, would he lay his 
hand on his fword: many officers have feen fimilar events in trenches, can they cite an 
example of a fingle man attempting to draw his fword again{t a cannon-bal!, or the burit- 
ing ofa bomb? It feems to us that this fact has been much too flightly noticed, as froma 
due examination it feems important. 

Fourth reflection. —The mafk of ftucco, which we mention as well as Mr. Coxe, ex- 
tends only to the extremities of the temples; but the wound is left viflble on the right 
fide; why was it not alfo on the left? he temple torn away, the bones fhattered, no- 
thing of this is marked on the plafler: would it be rafhnefs to imagine that ne fham 
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affixture was only placed there to prevent the curious from making the fame refletions 
that we do now, reflections refulting from the verbal procefs entirely, fince no author 
has ever fpoken of the effeét of the ball? If to this be added the epoch at which this 
mafk was moulded, the fhort time elapfed from the event, it will readily be conceived 
that this precaution was ufed from a formal refolution to make no perquifition after the 
origin of his death, as has been proved by the event. 

Let us now examine upon whom our fufpicions ought to fall, fince, from this exa- 
mination, in our opinion, we may gather, if not the certainty, at leaft the pofhibility of 
afcertaining the aflaffination. It has been neticed before that Siquier was generally fuf- 
pected, and it will be allowed from all- the relations we cite, that it was not without 
fome reafon:, M. de Voltaire in attempting to juttify him but increafes it: we think 
that he ought not for the honour of Siquier to have made public this phrafe, fo highly 
extraordinary: I could have killed the King, but fuch was my refpect, that if Thad been 
difpofed, -Iyet could not have dared: that is to fay that if he had lef refpected him, he 
could have done the deed, What language! he cou/d, he fays, have killed him; but is 
there an aide de camp of a King with the army, who might not kill him even ten times 
a day? and was it ever known to come in the mind of any fuch to fay he could have killed 
him? ‘Uhis phrafe appears to us fomething more than aukward in his mouth, at leaft 
it “is far from any poflible juftification. M. de Voltaire fays, that Siquier died poor. 
Without fpeaking again of an anfwer to this objection, the example of many might be 
quoted, who, in the courte of a few years, have expended enormous fums, fums more 
than adequate to.the remuncration of the greateft crimes. As for the third objection of 
M. de Voltaire it is rather an evidence againft Siquier ; that he himfelf related the cir- 
cumflances; for Siquier knew well enough that the ball did not weigh half a pound, 
that it was impoffible to introduce three fingers into the wound, and that his eyes were 
not forced out of their fockets: he could not be ignorant of thefe matters, fince he.was 
upon the fpot, and faw the body of the King recently after the event.*. He had there. 
fore avery formal intention to difguife the truth: would he have aed thus if the thot 
had truly come from the citadel, and if he had not had very cogent motives for putting 
fuch conftruétion on his death? We fee Siquier take the King’s hat and carry it imme. 
diately to the Prince of Heffe; whytake his hat? If he had fimply to announce the 
death of the King what need was there of a {peaking proof? Tt would have been be- 
heved without that. We hall add to thefe obfervations an anecdote, but little known, 
which we have from good authority.‘ Sequier, upon his arrival, found the Prince of 
Heffe about to fit down to table, wafhing his hands in a golden ewer : upon learning 
the death of Charles, he immediately made a prefent of the ewer to Siquicr, no doubt 
as an acknowledgment of the value of the information.” Such a prefent, in our fancy, 
would have been more properly beftowed on the bearer of intelligence of a victory. 
thefe details do not juftify Siquier, but they are evidence, not again{t him alone t. We 
lay no frrefs on the circumftance of almoft all the well-informed Swedes coinciding with 
us in opinion as to the affaflination, becaufe conjectures are not fas; but we think we have 


* Ee is even without excufe, fince Counts Lieven ard Carlberg who had feen the bedy of the Kirg, as 
well as hit, affirm pofitively (according to Mr, Coxe in his firit travels) that the thot proceeded either 
from a mufket or a piltol, What tends further to criminate Siquier, is his. miftating the faG@ fo as to do 
away with the idea of his being aflaflinated. Coulda murderer, we afk, or the accomplice of a murder, do 
more. 

+ This is not the only example which might be found in modern hiftory of a fovereign; a frightful fof 
picion of whom would have tarnifhed the memory, but that the fplendour of a long reign has caufed it to 
be forgot, 
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‘thrown as much light as poffible on an event which will never be known for certain. Our 
readers will appreciate the arguments pro and contra, and will judge for themfelves.. 
Weare very bold in daring to contradi&t Mr. Coxe, who is convinced that Charles was 
firuck by.a {mall hall, becau/e from the neareft baftion, he was not more than from five 
tp fix hundred yards diftant ; and who, farther on, is fure that the King was killed by a 
ball from the citadel, and do/dly contradiéts the affertions of thofe who pretend that he 
_ could not be within mufquet fhot ; a pofition which nobody of fenfe has ever maintained 
: for the caufes formerly afligned. Weare not fo pofitive of our affumption : we expole 
-onr doubts, Mr. Coxe may be ia the right; it is very poflible he may be wrong. 


:Cuap. KVIIL. — Morals of the Swedes. — Religion. — Laws. — Government. — Taxes, 


OF all the nations in Europe, that which, on account of its morals, deferves the 
higheft rank, is inconteftibly the Swedifh nation. ‘The people are naturally good, vir- 
tuous, and attached to their religion, and their Sovereign. Probity is general among 
them. In.1790 we met with waggons laden with the knapfacks of the foldiers who. 
died in Finland; they were efcorted by a certain number of country people, who were’ | 
relieved at fucceffive ftages. ‘They were on their way to Scania, that is to fay the ex- 
tremity of the kingdom, for the purpofe of reftoring to the relatives of the deceafed, 
the effets they had left behind them. Frequently have we left our carriage open in the 
high road for hours together, both by day and night, but never did we mils a fingle ar- 
ticle. If any aoe can tempt a Swede to appropriate to himfelf the property of another, 
it is brandy, the love of‘which is .at its height with them; it would be dangerous to leave 
it within his reach ; for frequently the temptation is too flrong for his honeftv. In this 
character of the people we {peak of the country alone, the cities being as cor! upt as they 
are found elfewhere. 

‘The Swedes are not covetous: they are ever content with what you give them, and 
oftentimes afk nothing for their fervices. ‘They are fober in every.other particular, 
brandy excepted. ‘This lamentable habit begins in infancy and may be regarded as 
one of the caufes of the depopulation of Sweden. We have feen children, nine or ten 
years of age, drink fuch large glaffes of brandy as we ourfelves never could compafs *. 
’ The conftitution of the fair fex is frigid ; there is, neverthelefs, no dearth of Jiber- 
tinifm in great towns ; there it begins fometimes earlier'than at twelve years of age, and 
is carried to excefs until eighteen or twenty; the young folks then become prudent, 
that is to fay, confine themfelves to one lover, and after fome years marry, commonly 
to great advantage, the men not regarding in the leaft their former way of life. 

From fo much debauchery prevailing, ‘it is not furprifing that venereal complaints 
fhould be common, as they are; and what is more unfortunate, there is fearcely one 

- man in Sweden, on whom you can depend on occafion. 5 

The habit of drinking, far from being peculiar to the common people, prevails ameng 
the higher claffes. We are forry to have to confefs that it is not unufual to fee great 
noblemen occafionally on rifing from table unfit for ferious avocations. ‘This ‘defeat 
does not, however, diminifh their-other good-qualities, (for they are polite, affectionate, 
and engaging,) it is rather to be regarded as a vice peculiar to the country than to in- 
dividuals, a vice, which, however, would be better laid afide. Some travellers pretend 


* The glafs of brandy is called foup ; the pour boire of the French; the trinkch of the Germans; our fup 
sf beer, ov fomething to drink sour bonour. P 
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that women, ac well as men, drink brandy before thelx meals; this is falfe. In Sweden, 
asin other countries, brandy is the bevcrage of none but a certain clafs of females, and 
is not ufed in good company. é 

The eftablifhed religion of Sweden is the confefion of Austbourg, without any vari- 
ation. Allreligions are tolerated freely. ‘There are more than two thenfand catholics 
at Stockholm (where they have a church), and within the kingdom at leaft ix thou- 
fand: many families are eltablifhed inFialand, and come to Stockholm once every 
year or two to fulfil their duties. 7 

We mult mention the Skhevidare, who inhabit the fall ifand, Wermdexn, near 
Stockholm, ‘They are a remnanc of thole fectaries who, from a ferupulofity of con- 
{cience, feceded from the Swedifh church in 1738, In the beginning, as they affected 
to continue public worfhip, the facraments, and particularly prie!!s, they necelarily drew 
upon themfelves a perfecution, which even extended to banifhing them the kingdom 4 
but in 1746 they were permitted to form an efiablifhment in the ifland of Wermdceun, 
where they bought the eflate of Skevik, whence they are called Shevitars. There is 
much whimficclity in their do€trine, but their lives are virtuous. ‘ 
~ The Swedes are better informed thin the people of other nations: all the country 
pcople, without exception, know how to real; hence Guftavus HI. whom nothing 
cfcaped, and who was reafonably apprehenfive of the effect which news from France 
might have among them, forbid any notice, whether favourable or otherwife, of our re- 
volution to be taken by the Swedifh Gazetteers; he confidered he was rendering his 
{ubjects an effential fervice in keeping them entirely ignorant of the fubject. : , 

‘The code of laws now followed, were digefted in the reign of Frederic I. They are 
clear, wife, and precife: in civil actions cach’ party pays his own cofts, the lofer never 
being condemned with all cofts. The criminal laws are humane, as they ought to be in 
a country where great crimes are extremely uncommon: No perfonaccufed can fuffer 
death without conieffing his crime. Criminals fentenced to die are beheaded. ‘There 
is a latin tranflation of the Swedifh code of laws, in quarto. 

‘The preface of the law of Upland, ameliorated and publifhed by Birger, fon of Mag- 
nus, in i2o5,b s thus: ; : 

“ God himfeif made the firft laws, and fent them to his people by his fervant Mofes, 
the firft great Judge of his peopfe: {o, likewile, the powerful King of Sweden, and 
Gothia Dyrehir, fon of King Magnus, fends this book of the precepts of Viger, and the 
laws of Upland, ‘to all thofe dwelling between the fea, the river Soeva, Qludmorda (the 
northern foreit). 

“Laws fhould be pronounced and executed for the government o 
as the poor; to diftinguifh what is jit, and what uajal.. It coed 
pronounced for the protection of the poor; the peace of the wile; it fhould cxift for 
the benefit of the innocent and virtuous man, and as a bar to the crimisual and wicked. 
‘the country ought to be governed by law, and not by violence 5 for thet country is al- 
ways ina good {tate in which the laws are obferved: if all men were juit there would 
be no need of laws. 

“The firlt inflitutor of thefe laws was Viger Spa (that is to fay the wif), a pagan in 
the time of paganifin; he was fent by King Ingiard. What we have tound in his col- 
IeClion applicable to every body, we fhall tranicribe into this book ; what is not appli- 
cable, and too harth, fhall omit: what was unknown to the pagans, that is to fay, chrif. 
tian and ecclefiaitical law, we fhall add at the beginning of this book; and in this law 
fhall follow our anceltors, Eric the Holy, -Byrghir Jart (that is to fay Duke Byrshir), 
and King Magnus: but in what thereto is added or omiived, we thal! follow our own 
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compofed for the ufe of all dwelling’ as we have defcribed. - 

« This book of the law was.made and written in the year from the birth of God 1295: 
the learned lords who follow being prefent :—M. Andre, Provott of Upfal ; M. Rocud- 
Keeuldorffon ; M. Bendi&-Bofon; Ulver Lagmantlon; Hagbarder de Suderby ;, An- 
dre de Forekayleby ; Thorften de Sambran d’Attundalande ; M. Philippe de Runeby ; 
Jiakan, the’ great provincial Judge; Efkil-Skielghi, Sighurd the Judge ; Jowan Gata- 
bogher de Fiedhundraland; Ulver d’Oldmitum; Gotric and Ulridin, Judges ; befides 
thefe, the greater part of the learned of the three diflri€ts of Upland, as well judges as 
feudatories were {ummoned, and all gave their confent to this law, which Byrger the 
great judge caufed to be tranfcribed in this book, according to the advice of all thofe 
dbefore-mentioned. : 

_ & We, Byrghir, by the grace of God, King of Sweden and Gothia, falute all thofe 
who fhall fee this. letter, with the falutation of God, and his own,” &c. 

N. B. It is difficult to tranflate into the French language, and preferve the energy of 
the ancient Swedifh laws; the Latin language is better adapted.for expreflion ; add to. 
which the language of thefe laws is widely different from that at prefent ufed in Swe- 
den, fo much fo that few of the learned are able to comprehend and appreciate the va-. 
lue of the words. ; 

Torture was abolifhed by Guftavus IIJ.; another benefit conferred on Sweden by this 
Prince. 2 

It does not form any part of our plan to fpeak at large of governments; we fhall 
only fay that the government of Sweden appears to.us more perfeét, than thofe the moft 
extolled, as to the manner in which the nation is reprefented at the diets; the peafantry 
forms a fourth order in the ftate; this is the only great country in Europe where the 
cultivator is looked upon as fomebody*. It might be poffible to correct fome abufes. 
which exift in the mode of eleGtion of the peafants, and the number of members at the 
diet, but here the adage may be applied; the bef? is fill a foe to good. The Swedes, con- 
tent with enjoying a conftitution preferable to that of other people, tolerate the {mall 
number of abufes by which it isaccompanied; they fear damaging the trunk in lopping 
.the branches. ‘The real, and poflibly the only abufe, in the Swedifh conftitution, is, 
that it is impoffible for the King to keep where he is placed by it; but this is an evil 
without a remedy; the fovereign, in a monarchical and hereditary ftate, muft neceffarily, 
in procefs of time, affume an afcendency over the other powers, of whatfoever defcrip- 
tion they may bef. Wherefore, as this evil is infinitely fmaller than that of being go- 
verned by an elective King, we prefer the Swedifh conftitution, which we regard as 
being moft free from faults of any that we know. . 

‘The taxes are numerous, and even burthenfome in the cities; yet do they produce 
but an inconfiderable fum; the total revenue of the ftate not amounting to more than 
thirty-three millions of livres. . 

Every poft under the government is liable to a certain tax, fuch perfons as hold fe- 
veral, pay but on one, but that is always the moft confiderable. Thofe who have the 
titie without, being a€tually, employed, pay double. 


mature deliberation, with that of our fenators, which all wife men will applaud: this is 


* The fave practice exifts in the Tyrol, a {mall province belonging to the Emperor. In France we 
conceived the people were reprefented by giving a double reprefentation to the diers état, as if lawyers, dec= 
tors, aud coffce-houfe politicians, were the people: What an abfurdity ! 

+ Lf ie docs not affume this afcendancy he will be overwhelmed ; there is for him no mean; wherefore, 
in order to diitinguifh which of the two be preferable, let a look be caft on the relative fituations of Englaod 


and France, ; 
‘ lay The 
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The taxes confitt 1. of a perfonal tax; 2. of an impolt on appointments, revenues, 
and funds producing income ; _3. a tax on windows, luxury, horfes, and carriages, fu- 
perfluous fervants, filk furniture, gilding, and watches, (thefe latter taxes were laid on 
by the diet of 1789, and the others at the fame time encreafed ;) 4. 0n filk* dreffes, 
fanff, and tobacco, for the maintenance of the King’s different palaces, the parliaments, 
and the fund of the college of phyficians. : F 

There exifts a book on the impofts, granted by the {tates at the diet of 17893 they 
were granted until the next feffions, without fixing any time. We are ignorant if that 
held at Gefle in 1792 has occafioned any change. : 

A 


Cua. XX.— Population. — Commerce. i : 


SWEDEN and Finland fill a large {pace of country ; neverthelefs, they contain no 
more than three millions of people. The nature of the foil frequently unfit for culti- 
vation; its numerous forefts, and the feverity of the'climate in its northern parts, all 
concur to the want of population in Sweden. ‘The frequent ufe of brandy, which we 
before have noticed, is.another caufe of diminifhing the number of its inhabitants, from, 
the great number of victims who die before they reach maturity, or who, ff they live, - 
remain in confequence unfit for procreation. But this is a misfortune which we mutt 
be fatisfied to lament} we confider this thocking habit too deeply rooted to allow of 
erAdication ; it is too inveterate among the nations of the north. We have witneffed 
the diforders of which the populace were guilty, upon the King’s prohibiting the peafan- 
try from diftilling their own -brandy ; nobody can deny that his motive was good, or 
that in a country in want of grain, it is abfurd to confume a part thereof in brandy ; ne- 
aioe he could not fucceed, and has felt himfelf obliged to leave the abufe uncor- 
“rected. ° pan . 

The commerce of Sweden is very inconfiderable, and for fome years back has been in 
its dis-favouy. Its articles of merchandize are iron, (the moft important,) copper, deals, 
pitch, herrings, allum, &c. The following tables will give a perfect idea of the ftate 
of its trade. a8 

Its annual importation of raw and clayed fugars, amounts to from two to three mil. 
lion pounds weight ;_ the price regulated by.the markets at Bourdeaux, as well as the 
the price of refined fugar by that of Hamburgh. 7 ; 

One great abufe. exifts in this country, which is the facility that bad-intentioned men 
have of becoming bankrupts; his account once rendered, the infolvent gives himfelf 
no more uneafinefs ; it will readily be feen how difcouraging this mult be to a certain 
clafs of men, and for our parts we.are at lofs to conceive how an abufe of fuch magni- 
tude can be fuffered any longer to exift. 


* The fumptuary laws forbid the wearing of coloured filk, and are obferved. The common drefs in fill 
is black, with, in acourt drefs, an addition of flame-coloured filk banks. The fumptuary laws, with re~ 
{pe& to the number of dithes allowed to be ferved up at table, are lefs rigoroufly regarded. We have, 
however, been prefent at entertainments at which they were obferved. 


3x2. A general 
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524. 
“A general Account of the Number. of Ships belonging to each 
Town, with their Tonnage as givenin 1 787. 

No. Under Above Of sco 
Towns of ~ 100 100 Tous and aoe 
iB Veffels.} Tons. Tons. upwards. , 
Biceurnebourg, - 10 845 546 15391 
Borgo, 3 244% 412 956 
Braheftadt, - 6 3353 742 2 1,073 
Boftadt, - 9 490,45 490 1% 
Calmar, - 49 3,615 = an 
Carlfcrona, - 46 2.649 7, 32739 4 890% ‘ 
Carltham, 41 1,079 * 644 5 
Chiittinceftadt, - 5. 299 $ 727 4 
Chriftianiadt, - 2 504.245 te 
’ | Cembritfham, - I 36 
Ekinees, é ac 945% 945% 
Engelbolm, - I 26 26 
Falkénberg, - 2 134 134 
Gottenburg, - 200 | 13,7167 | 8,920! 274° 293979 8s, 
Gefle, . 52 4,067 #4 2554542 6,612 
Gamla Carleby, © - 16 656 3,382 4,038 
Halmftadt, - 24 | 1,07632 264.5 1341 
Helfingbourg, - Io 3444 344 5 
Helfingfors, - 10 434 L555 582 2,509 
Hudwickwall, - 3 182 } 182 § 
Hernofand, - 7 281i . 994 L275 4 
Hallandflan, - ok * 153 153 
Jacobftadt, < Io 706 1,266 1,972 
Kunghelf, - 6 487 218 795 
Kongbacka, - I 22 22 
Kullenfkone, - I 38 38 
Landferana, - 5 1,074% 1,074 $ 
Louifa, - 8 633.35 1,103! 15430 1 
Laholm, - I - 294 29% 
Malmoc, - 33 15733 742 % 2475 
Marftrand, - I . 26 26 
Nycarleby, - 2 230 552 782 
Norkiceuping, - 33 2,329 3 2,265 4,582 3 
Nykieuping, - 3 153 3 153 
Nyftadt, - I 40 . 40 
Pofkallawick, < I 60 60 
Piteo, - 2 524 524 
Skanor, - 4 16% + 161 
Stockholm, - "259 | 17,6982 | 25,6964? 5517933 48,574 7 
Stromfiadt, - 11 77573 i 7715 +3 
Sundfwall, - I 124, 124 
Sccuderham, - I 134+ 134 $ 
Torneo, - 2 636 636 
Uddewalla, - 74 4,992 5 253967 700 8,089 % 
Ulcoberg, - 22 528 4,283% 31,1953 6,007 ? 
Umei, - 4 203 SIO} 733 2 
Warberg, - 18 4} F510 4 1.510 7 
Wafa or Kafk, - 7 219 1,790% 2,009 4 
Wefterwik, - 35 2,983 4 15179 41,62 
Wifey, - 7 457585 926 56,84 35 
Yitadt, - 35 2,027 7 220 22.47 > 
Abo, - 24 1,778 § 1344 15962 48,84 % 
Curebro, - I 62 62 
CEuregrund, ~ 19 1,353 35353 2 
Oftammar, - 1 60 60 
x 
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The fummary Account of the Commerce of Sweden with the different 


Powers of Europe in 1785. 


~ 





Exports. 


Imports, 





To France, 
Fngland, 
i Holland, 
| Spain, 
j Portugal, 
Trelis 
Raftia, 
Denmark, 
Poland, 
Pruffia, and 
Germany, 





‘Total’ value of Ex- 
ports from Sweden. 


I : 3,886,141 


In French money 24 
livres to the Pound 
fterling. 





Livres Sous Den. 
10,986,799 If Io 
8,344,293 o 0 
2,394,602 7 6 
17 0 


3,140,040 0 3 
10,608,993 4. 0 


| a err | 


} 37360875 0 7 











: From France, 


England, 
Holland, 


Ttuly, 
Rouffla, 
Denmark, 
Poland, 
Pruffia, and 


Germany, 


Total value of Im- 
ports in Sweden.. 





Spain, 
Portugal, 





In French money 24. 
livres to the Pound 
fteriing. 

Livres Sous . Den. 
7,706,781 17 10 
3,081,469 0-0 
1,693,376 15 2 


3.156153 17 0 


7453476 10 3 


14,343,618 7 6 





379134876 7 7 





Balance of ‘Trade between Sweden and other Countries. 


France, 

England, 

Folland, 

Spain, 

Portugal, and 

Italy, 

Ruffia, the imports ex- 
ceed the exports by, 

St Bartholomew, 

Deamark, 

Poland, 

‘voffia, and 

yermany, 

. ue Eatt India Com- 

any, 

Profit of Freight to 

the Swedes 

















Lives Sous Deu: 


Sweden exports above her imports, 


60135436 30 6 


3.734025 3 0 | 


3.159.510 IO © 


12,907,572 3 6 





do, do, 
do. do. 
do, do. 
do. do. 


From one foreign port to another, 


Balance tothedifadvantage of Sweden, 





Livres Sous Den, 

3:280,017 14 9 
5;262,829 

701,225.12 4 


729,988 0 o 


321,568 10 0 


500,000 0 oO 
10,895,628 16 4 
2.181943 7 2 


12,907,572 3 6 





Table 
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“Table of E xports from Stockholm in’thé Years 1786, 1790, and 1792. 





Tron in bars, - 
in {mall bars, flat, wounds &ee 
Anchors, . - 
Tinned iron, &c. - 
Cannon, = < 
Ball, - 7 
Cait iron, - = 
Tron plates, - - 
Nails, - : 
Polifhed iron ware, 
Steel, 
Copper, wrought, 
refiried or pure, - 
. in plates or coined, _ 
in theets, PS 
Brafs, - - 
ae - - 
Vitriol and co: eras, - 
Salt, i - 
Beer, = 
Herrings and fardines, os? 
Herring oil,” . - 
Pitch, 7. - 
Tar, . .o - 
4Red ochre, 
| Deals, Jefs than tL inch thie, 
of 14 inch, 
lefs than 2 inches thick, 
from 2 to 2ido. - 
3 inches do. - 
Square timber and {pars, . 
. | Capftan bars, 
Book and globes, to the ‘value of 
Furniture, do. 
Wrought filver, do. 
Morocco leather and fkins, do. 
Watches and clocks, do. 


ereree 


Divers clothes, do. 
Flags and fails, sos 
Oats, 

| Tea, -. - 
Linen, - - 
Gunpowder, 


Various merchanidize, to the value of 





71786. 


183,942 Schip. 
18,417 do. 
194 do, 
35 do. 
45226 do. 
273 do. 
195 do. 
4:867 da 
481 do. 
439 rix-dol. 
4,232 f{chip. 
925 rix-dol, 
25574 febip, 
1,109 do, 
248 do. 
39311 do, 
1,876 do, 
62x do. 
40,241 tone 
232 barrele 
5,013 tons 


12,924 do. 
75,061 ‘do. 
1,059 fchip, 


deals 


ens 
do: 


3485744 


1,202 
393 
1,540 
1,902 
77 
Ig,O1l 
1,045 
2,272 


pieces 

dozen 

rix-dol. 
do. 
do, 
do. 
do, 
do. 


174 tone 


1,367 cafes 


| Various merchandize, to the value of j 9.315 rixdol, | 31600 ixrdo’y rix-dol. 





os 


15 Lifp. 


7 
4 
16 
14 
2 
iz 


3 
6 


9 
at 
14 
5 
6 


de. | 
do. 
do.” 
do. 

3. do. 
do. 
-2 Hf. 
do. 
de. 
do, 
do. 
do. 

i 


do. 


do. 





1790. 
222,382 Schip. 4 Lifp. 
19,299 do. do, 
ae do, 1 do. 
do, do. 
aa do, 5 do. 
265 do. do, 
207 do. - do. 
45144 do. 4 do. 
1,070, do. 7 do. 
241 rix-dol. 
2,948 fchip. 11 lip. 
oa rix-to 7 
3,148 fchip. 13 lifp. 
15730 do. 5 do. 
833 da. 16 do. 
2,762 do. 6 do. 
888 do, 14 do. 
187 do. 8 do. 
169 barrels 
5,068 tons — 
11,349 do. 
952404 do, 


1,800 {chip. 


2,085 dozen 


6,172 do. 
386 picces 
136 dazen 
603 rix-dol. 

59225 do. 
1,210 do. 

8907 do. 


973 aid s 


3,305 pieces 


3,600 rix-dol., 











1792. 
209,960 Schip. 10 Lifp. 

5,888 do. 7 do. 
361 do. 2 do. 
39 «do. 

4,017 do 4 do. 
739 do. 17 do. 

2,014 do. 15 do. 
760 de 5 do. 

2517 de. 19 do. 
1,319 do, 16 do, 
108 do, 6 do. 
96 do. 2 do. 
15554 do. 7 do. 
41g do: 

5,713 do. 

2,217 tons 
86 do. 

133738 a 

599479 

O19 Sohips ay. lif 


21,113 deala 


1,021 pieces 


gut barrele, 





ek ae Con ONT ene enone. 


A Table 


r 


Oats, 2 
Wheat, ~ 
Barley,. ‘3 
Malt, < 
[ Rye, - 
Peas, é 
Grits, E 
Wheat flour, 

Rye do. — 
Arrack, 

White thread Hbboak, 
| Lead, - 
Litharge, 


Pencils, tothe value of 


Cotton, - 
Brandy, - 
Cambrick, 

Ducats, , - 
Cabillao, 
Dried cod, 


do, dried diferentiy, 


Ling, 
Herrings, 


Dried fifh,’ 


Stockfihh, ° 


‘Whaleboie, 
Feathers, . 
Swect oranges, 
Lemons, 

Seville Oranges, 
Apples, - 
Alum, - 
}Pruffian blue, 

Other blue, 

Cerufe, - 
Brazil wood, 


Cennabar, - 
Cocheneal - 


Pernambuco wood, 
Gallnuts, - 
+Gum, - 
Indigo, - 


Colours, - 


Carding machines, 


Red chalk, - 


White do. - 
Vermillion, 


Roucon, a perfumed cake from Cayenne, 


Potafh, - 
Sandal wood, 
Shumuck, 
Verdigreale, 

Umber (colour), 
Yau,  {(do.) 
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A Table of the Imports into Stockholm in the Years 1786, 1790, and 1792. 





tons 
do. 
> ade. 


do.” 


do. 
do. 
lifp. 
tons 
awms 


{chip. 
Ibs. 
rix-dol. 
Ibs. 


awms | 


ells” 


pee 

hi 

ae 
do. 


tons | ~ 


do. 

do, 
Ibs. 
No, 
do. 
tons 
lifp. 
Ibs. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

do 
do. 

do. 
rix-dol. 
Ibs. 

do. 
rix-dol. 
Ibs. 
tons 
Ibs. 
rix-dol. 
Ibs. 
rix-dol. 
Ibs. 

do, 
do. 


do. } 


+ 1786. 
yi 76 
47,437 
72,983 
31,106 fT 
19R1530 
1,836 
316 
25326 
5 
35 
397 
897 
7291 
8 


143,181 
86 


11,528 
2,000 
37 
4942 
4 

Po 
2,11 
20 

352 
25449 
140 
20,140 
206,437 
20,890 
846 

94 

99 
32762 
111,396 
133,481 
2,216 
4:057 
55,567 
73589 
3,694 


392136 |) 


572309 


15377 
314 
6,041 
736 
2,610 
559 
11,077 
77% 
253 
609 





1790. 


Soft 
11,454 
64,768 
41,716 


“123,930 


11,349 
258 
34 


34 | 


63 

318 
1,508 
969 
149 
163,159 
4614 
16,255 
15554 
67 
4127 
39 
1,012 
2,216 
3 

338 
44 
31,460 
342,909 
225595 
521 

68 

192 
75982 
142,728 
741488 
1,811 
3,250 
26,066 
21,657 
32179 
25,859 
39909 
165 
773 
525 
367 
651 
53594, 
470 
32900 
1,859 
522 
430 


i 25325 











1792. 
| 
318 
235947 
325733 
435133 
59,689 
2,001 
114, 

47 

294 

129 


119,159 
1,864 
55788 

48,738 
553653 


“585549 
635303 


1,969. | 

560 
9:950 
1,703 


941 
26,446 
4405 





774 
290 
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| Table—continued: i 
1786. 17go. { 1792. 
Vitriol, - = ~ Tbs. ” 59 g8 i 433 
Soap, - - - do. 373034 60,624 ! 75,006 
,Plants for extraction of colour, rix-dol. 269 1,324 645 | 
“Colours, - - ibs. 24,339 > 13,532 41,969 | 
Ye low colour, -* do. 33,872 13,176 | 31,063 } 
; Calaminaris, - - rix-dol. 33406 4,925 | Byam2 | 
White cotton thread - -. Ibs - 551 27,012 } 
Red do. - - do 20,572 15,144. 10,446 
Horfe-hair do. . - do, 8,120 5,601 | 5 
Coarfe thread, - do. 275345 17,081 | 31.448 
Dutch do, - - do, 487 942 2,208 | 
Plaifter, z a tons 598 45 3 548 | 
Guinea cloths, = - ells 216,215 253,258 } 59.434 
Pearl barley, - - Ibs. 614 15935 623 | 
Rice, - - do, 84,260 86,098 185,864 | 
Sago, - - - do 45364 3,620 6,548 
Hemp - - {chip. 65337 43655 45895 
Culaphasiein) a - lifp. | ~ 587 255 208 | 
Oxhides, 7 - % rix- dol. 8,814 53639 33,625 1 
i Flax, - fehip 25299 1,503 | 2,889 | 
Hards of hemp, flax, ke - do. 676 384. 244 + 
Linen cloth, - - ells | 890 752,920 626 
Sole leather, - - Ibs. 118,504 164,462 | 237107 
Upper leather, - - do. "587 516 3,052 
Mineral waters in ftone bottles, 17274 16,956 21,876 
in glafs do. 14,202 12,177 | 1 16,988 
Muflin, - - - ells 8,167 79752 552215 
Olive oil, * - cans 11,426 Q:107 235783 
Hemp oil, - - awms gui 116 | 551 
Linfeed and turnip oil, - do, 57 536 | 676 | 
Oil of turpentine, - - Ibs. 39380 6,399 20,970 | 
Blue paper, - - reams 230 431 354 | 
Brown do. - - do. 167 213: 156 
Grey do. - - do. 341 j 256 | 639 
| Writing paper, coarfe, - lo. 15334 | 1,000 2574 
grey, finer, - do. 36 | 20 126 
large, white, do. 96! 106 | 116 | 
Pafteboard, < rix-dol. 486 55 | 212 
Paper vellum, - - reams | “339 48 vie) 
letter, - - do. 1,268 BULS | 1,604 
royal, - = do. . 24) 45) 421) 
| common writing, - do. 32376 + 3,448 5,902 { 
{ printing, _* - do. 192 | 165 600 | 
| Furs, 3 - - - rix-dol. 7,095 | 5868 8,160 | 
| China ware, - - do. 596 § 789 2,255 | 
{ Quickfilver, - - Ibs gig | 3,850 1,908 | 
Salt, = - - tons TI4,554 107,713 | 158,646 | 
Silk gauzes, - - ells 155509 651 25,052 } 
| Silks, ~ e - rix-dol. 34,092 | 963 077 i 
Si k, Bologna, - . do. 20,385 | 13,909 | 2HyESA | 
flowered, - - Ibs 714; 735 ear 
fpun, - - do. 13-440 j 39703 | 9,028 | 
Coin, - - - rix-dol. 20,971 20,000 9 616 |} 
Anife, - - - lbs. 28,105 17,057 27,192 + 
Altichoviés, “ - - ‘do. | 45116 | 3,063 | 55358 
Borax, - - do. | 1,122 467 } 869 | 





ts 


Table 


Eobnei plumby, 
Sane Or, 
illet, = 


‘Cinnamon, 
Cocoa, - 
Coffee, 

Capers, - 
Cardamom, 
Prunes, 
Chocolate, 
Lemon j juice, 
Citron, ‘candied, 

+ Currants, 
Fennel, = 
Figs, ‘ 
re 

Laurel berries, 

leaves, 

Liquoric:, 

“| Scented waters, 
Almonds, 
Nutmegs, 
beet . 
Cioves, e 
Sattin, - 
Olives, - 
Pepper, , 
Orange ‘peel, 
Raifons, 
Saffron, 
Muftard, ° 
Senna, ° 

|, Plumbs, 
Turpentine, 
Glalfes, 
Looking-glaffes, 
Tindeaf f for glaffes, 
Spirits of wine, 
Charcoal, 

Fiddle ftrings, 

Sugar, raw, 
clayed, 

Briftles, 

Tis, 

Tobacco leaf, 





Dutch, 

Wool, - 

Spanith, 
Bacon (flak), 
Salted meat (kyott),- 
Butter, 
i Cheefe, 
Tallow, 
4 , Wax, a 
i Wax lights, 





manufaQured, 
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_Table—continued. 
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Ibs. 
do. 
do. 


do. | 
do. ; 


do. 


do. | 


do. 
do. 
do. 
cans 
Ibs. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

, do 
~ do. 
rix-dol.. 


Ibs," 


do. 


do. | 


do. 
ells 
cans 
Ibs. 
- do 
do. 
do. 
tons 
Ibs. 
do. 
do. 
rix-dol, 
do. 
Ibs, 
awms 
tons 
rix-dok 
Ibs. 
do. 
lilp. 
fchip. 
Ibs. 
do. 
do, 
lifp. 
do. 
fchip. 
ie 
‘chip. 
“de. 


do, 


Ibs. 


do. 


3Y¥ 






























1786. 1790. I7Q2. 
45522 35586 1. 1,588 
1,120 15774 1,923 
8,031 7,108 125225, 

3 66 
8,535 8,702 988 

1,260,298 13044,426 927,926 

2,012 15375 25304 

432 233 457 
26,591 13,006 27,052 
427 248 450 
2,658 52507 39931 
636 549 
15,283 255402 8,333 
16,859 2,928 12,045 
150,967 193,919 146 982 
315775 32,412 20,467 
53150 Sir 2,786 
32502 25733 1,690 
33,228 41.448 80,084 
508 836 15353 
83.472 65,756 945159 
896 459 474 
527 346 196 
429 210 339 
1175443 

765 527 811 
28,502 18,608 22,848 
325967 64518 65,310 
505;072 687,063 247,731 
195 306 _ 332 
72. 79 14 
1,402 1,584 929 
373,606 388,960 470,174. 
20,291 8,800 94343 
347 236 510 
2,074 B44. 75386. 
803 377 873 
“486 24 * yo 
14,227 6,020 22,174 
go 107 532 

1,114,587 1,406,705 1,665,774 

1,210,951 938,367 1,123,1F0 
1,948 : 35593 2,849 

5% 136 16r 

331,626 3545, 50 403/041 
2,208 ‘ 548 1,768 
_. 392 668 469 
16,938 | | 22,647 13,796 
615426 {- | 260 2,079 

31). 650 437 
255 : 810} 367 
+ 18 4731. 107 
2222 3.1884 - 35275 
Fj200 “7144 1,563 
21,847 2,728 114g 
997 F775) 86159 
Table 
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- Table~-continued. 
* 1786. 1790. 1792. 

French wines, - - awms 3150 9376 561 

Rhenish and Mofelle wines, - do. : ie 4 phe ; 3416 

Spanifh and Portuguefe do. - do. 162 2304 118 

Vinegar, - - rix-dol. 179 151774 55 
4 site de a - Ibs. 1,124 

Books, - - rix-dol. 1,955 6,86: 

Porter, - ~ cans . 32382 5433 

Lemon peel, - - Ibs. 1,886 : 

Flints, - - - pieces 232,000 209,000 

Diftilled oils, - - Ibs. 292 

Sugar in loaves, - i do. , 186,051 202,113 

Antimony, - - do. 4.400 





Oil of vitriol, do, 95131 | 


* 


Cuap. XX.—Trade in Iron, Steel, Copper, Brafs, °Sco—Money, Weights, and Mea. 
; fures of Sweden. - ee 


IRON is the moft important branch of Swedifh commerce, ‘its exports thereof 
amounting to three hundred thoufand {chippunds, at the fmalleft computation, being 
about three-fourths of the annual production of the mines., ° 

The iron warehoufe at Stockholm is fituated near the fouthern flood-gates, where 

- the communication takes place between the lake Mceler and the fea; it isan immenfe 
building, as may readily be imagined when remembered, that all the iron embarked at- 
Stockholm is depofited there. Perfons finding themfelves preffed for money, can bor- 
row of the bank upon their iron; the bars pledged are, on fuch occafions, tied together 
with a ftring, which is fealed, and cannot be removed until difengaged by repayment. 





Statement of fuch forges as work fifteen hundred fchippunds of iron and upwards, 



































uantat 
hse te No. of 

Places or names of the forges. | fchippunds. Quality. hammers. Proprietors. 
Axmar in Geftricia, 1,500 good, 2 Beppen and Schinkell. 
Malengfbo in Dalecarlia, 1,500 do. 2 Madame Ehrenhielm. 
Bakhammar in Weftmaniay 1,750 good and inferior, 2 Jacob Romfell. 
Boggo in Weitmania, 25127 inferior, 3 Madame Byuggren. 
Forfbackain Geftricia, 1,600 do. 2 M. Nordin. 
Wellenfberg in Nericia, 2 1,800 good, 2 M. E. Hofftten. 
Watolma in Upland, 2,000 | - do. 3 Count Brahe. 
Byorkborn Z 

and fi Vermeland, . 2,070 | inferior, breaks when hot, 3 M. Robfamfon. 
Beeufers, . 7. - oe 
Lafena, Nericia, 1,748 good, 2 M. Hatfloff. 
Gammelbo in Weftmania, 2,875 inferior, 4 Heiknf{cheenlds. 

*} Wirfbo, idem, 1,725 : sae 2 Baron Silverfchoeuld. 
Larfbo in Dalecarlia, 3 2,200 inferior, 4 Terfmeden. 
Engelfberg in Weftmania, 1,539 good, 3 Sceuderhielm. = 
Forfmark in Upland, 2,875 do. 4 Uggla. ; 
Maroker in Helfingia, 2475 breaks when hot. 3° 4 Werenberg, ~ { 





Table 
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Table—continued. 

















ern a | 
- Quantity 4 
worked in No. of 
Places or names of the ferges. | {chippunds. Quality. hammers Proprictors. 
Graninge in .t ngermania, 2,000 | inferior, breaks when hot, 3 Claffons, 
Gimo, 
Romeus, i Upland, 25875 good and very good, 7 Lefebvre, 
Robersfors, 
Finoker in Weftmania, 1,943 goed, 3 . The family of Ferfen, 
Kihlafors, Helfingia, (2,000 inferior, 3 M. Setons._ 
Gravendahl, Dalecatlia, 2,450 4. The family of Graves. 
Leefta, Upland, . g to 10,000 good, 6 Charles de Geer. 
Hafsiefors in Nericia, > 1,725 good, very good, 2 Senior Falkenbergs. 
CEuiterby, Upland, 5 to 6,000 inferior, 4 CErill. : 
Leegdeu and Logfors, Med. 1,525 do. 2 M. Kraps 
Olofsfors, Angermania, 2,000 do. 3 Paulii and Smarceus, 
Kofkis, Finland, 1,500 Boots 2 Haflelgrenar. 
Okerby, Upland, 2,000 inferior, 3 Ch. de Geer, 
Pauliftreeum, Smaland, 2,400 good, 4 Peklius. 
Romnees, Weftmania, 2,025 - breaks when hot, 3 Sceuderhielm. 
Bernfhammar, da, 1,959 inferior, | | 2 Julin Schceulds. 
Longwind, Helfingia, ° 1,600 geod 2 Stokenftraeum., 
Schebo, Upland, 25275 inferior, 3 Arvedfon. 
Nekficeu, Geftricia, 1,600 | * good, 2 Ch. Cederftreeum, 
Stromberg and Ulfors, Upl. 3,100 do. 4 Ch, de Geer. 
Haugho, Gettricia, 1,625 inferior, 2 Hyertas, 
Woxna, Helfingia, 1,900 good, 3 Muller. 
Krakfors, Nericia, F 1,500 do. 2 Falcker. 
Suderfors, Upland, _ 1,840 : very good, 5 Grill, 
Gyfinge, Geltricia, 1,800 , good, 2 Wittfohls.. _ 
Ferna, Weftmania, 2,400 inferior, 4 Rumfell. 
Tolfors, Geltricia, 1,800 ‘ood, 2 Sceuderhielm, 
Finiping, Oftrogothia, ‘ 1,810 inferior, 4 -| J. J. de Geer. 
Locedvicka, Dalecarlia, 2,400 do. 3 .Cederereutz. 
Hargs, Upiand, 3,400 2 Baron Oxenttiern, 











There are altogether two hundred and ninety-nine large 


forges, which furnih - - ; 227,507 fchippunds, 
Befides ninety-two fmaller ones, belonging to focieties of 
peafants, which furnifh - - E 18,236 do. 
Making a total of - - 245,743 do. 





Thefe eftablifhments keep three hundred and feventy-three hammers at work ; in 
addition to thefe are twelve others of no great confequence, the hammers in which or 
produce are not marked. 

It is to be obferved, that-this ftatement accounts for no more than fuch iron as is 
brought for fhipment to Stockholm; to this amount, therefore, will be to be added 
that of the fhipments from other ports, as Gefle, Gottenburg, &c. and that of the fol-. 

- lowing tables. 

Note. The quantity of iron defignated is that which is allowed to be forged, the pro- 
prietors, owing to a {carcity of wood and coal, not being allowed to exceed the limited 
quantity. With refpeét to fteel there are not the fame prefcriptions, wherefore the 
quantity wrought will not be conftantly the fame as that inferted in the table. 

: ; 3¥2 Forges 
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Forges for fteel. 








Nyquarn in Sudermania, 












Hundredsof 


ckages and cafes. 





a 





Sat 
Proprietor’s names. { 


Baron Leyonhufvied. 















































Garphyttan, Nericia, 








geo to 1,000 





t 1,Q00-tO 1,200 
Rockfholm, Weftmania, 5 to 600'| Holmgren. 

Ferna, do. 1,000 to 1,260 | Rumfell. 
Carlguftafstadt, Sudermania, 1,500 ta.2,000 |. Rothofs.” 
Skippfta, do. ~ ras 4. to 500 | Vahrendorf. 

Wijk and Wilmanfhytta, Dalecarlia, Greiff. 
Graninge,-Angermania, .* Claffons. 

Wirfboda, Nericia, * i Robfam. 

-Hellefors, Weftmania, Heikenfchoeulds. 
Remmens, Vermeland, Mynnan. 
Schifchyttan, Weftmania, Ornfchoeulds , 
Gravendahl, Daiecarlia, The family of Graves. 
Brenninge, Sudermania, 3 Pott. 

Okerby, Upland, , | Chevalier de Geer. 
Cufterby, do. A Gril. 

Doringfieu, Dalecarfia, ‘| Vahrendorf. 
Wedevog, Weftmania, Hallencreutz. 

. ‘Forges of iron plates. Schippunds. Proprietors” fiames. 
‘Rackhammar, Weftmania, from 4 to 500 | Schulzenham. 
Rofkefholm, do. 250 to 300 | Holmgren. 

Wedevog, do. 3 to 400 | Hallencreutz, 
Ferna, do. 250 to 300 Ramfell. 
Carlholm, Upland, 3 to 406 | Chevalier de Geer. 
Mariefors, Weitrogothia, roo te y50 | Beckman. 
Sathers, Datecarlia, 3 to 400 | Malmiten. 
Skinfkatteberg, Weftmania, % 4 to 500 | Hifings. 
Garphyttan, Nericia, 250 to 300.) Uggla. ~ 
Gravendahl, Dalecarlia, 2.to 360 | Family of Graves, 
Hellefors, Weftmania, ~ if 2 to 300 | Heikenfcheulds. 
Clunefors, Nevicia, . 2 to 300 | Effen, .? 
Kiazilfall, Weftrogothia, 150.to 200 | Count de Hordt. 
Frowinedra, Weftmania, : 1y0 to 200 | Dahlman. 

Frowi Offra, do. 2 to 3co | Foek. pid 
Giflarbo Offra, do. 150 to 200 |’ Orafcheeuld. 
Boxholm, Oftrogothia, 200 to 300 | Barenn 

Oloffsfors, Angermania, 200 to 300 | Paulu and Smareus, 

Jaders, Weitmaiiia, 100 to 150.! Manerftrote. 
tf 
Brafs manufa€tories. Schippunds. Proprietors’ names. 
Skultuna, Weftmania, 6 to 7oo | Adlervall. 
Biurfors, do. . 5 to 6co | Vahrendorff. 
Nykoping, Sudermania, 280 to 300 | Syceuberg. 
Gufum, Oftrogothia, “400 to 450 | Spalfencreutz. 

Alius, 4oo to 450 | Welterberg. 
Norkiceuping, do. goo to, 1,000 Pafch. 

‘ ‘ 
Manufadories. Schippunds. Proprietors. 
Fagerwick, Nyland, fulphur, , | Hifingers. | 

‘Dylta, Nericia, : 250 to 300 | Okerhielni, 

“Dylta, do. vitriol, 5 to 600 Do. ' 
Fahlun, Dalecarlia, 5 to 600 | Gahn and Hermelin. 
Leeufver, Smaland, allum, 1,000 to 1,500 | Bufch. ; 
Kafvelos, Weitrogothia, 5 to 6co | Baron Manercreytz. 
Andrarum, Scania, 2 to 300 | Count Piper. 
Heherum, Smaland, 4 to 5co | Cederbaum. * 


Uggla. 
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AS 
Duties payable by the buyer at the iron warehoufe, per fchippund, on the 
articles before mentioned; on 
"Tren i in bars, —_ ae —_— 

in ots or packages, = 
in thick fheets, — ce 
| in common do. _ 
Breenftohi fteel in packages or cafes, _- 
Garf fteel, do. _ 
Nails of 2 inches length, _ _ 
4 inches, _ ~ 
4 5s 6, do. ae = 
7, and upwards, -_ 5 
Tron tinned and manufactured, — 
Caft iron or lead, — 
Tron cannon, _ _ 
Copper, red, yellow, or compofed metal, 
Sulphur, vitriol, and allum, _— — 








Anchors, _- — aa 









Swedifh Currency, 
Value in the Country. | - Purity. 











Gold Money. Rix dol Schil’ ~~ [Carats , Gre, 
The Adolphus, _ 5 o 23 3 
Ducat, _ ; : 2 16 
Old Ducat, _ 22 ° 
«, Silver Money. 
The Dollar, or filver crown, I 
Dollar, or copper crown, 3 to the dollar. 
Silver mark, Swedifh mark, ie 4 
Copper mark, _ 12 
Siklar, Slautar, Styfver, 
Cr Sylber, 32 
Cer Kypfer, or copper cer, 6 
Rundftiick, } 9 
Crleigs, _ ks 128 
Pfenninns, _ 768 , 
Other Money. Value in runditiicks. French 
* ¢ : -|Deniers, Grains. 
The double fchlanten, ftyfer, ‘ 6 
Silver ftyfer, - 9 
Carolin, _ . 75 8 
Dollar Carolin or double Carolin,| 150 
Plotte, Bank dollar, 192 
Dollar‘in fpecie, rix-dollar, 266} ‘10 , 
Ducatoon, _ 300 me: 





Currency 
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Currency of Swedifh Pomerania. ~ 

















Value in the Country, Purity 
Rix-dol, Carats. Grains. | 
The gold Adolphus, ~_ 5 
Rix-dollar, _ I ! 
Florin of the Empire, 14 tothe do. rix-dol. | 
Florin of Pomerania, 3 todo, 
Swedifh mark, — 6 
Grofchen, _ 24. H 
Schelling, _- 48 
i Sefling, - 96 
Altinwiten, — 192 
Pfinnings, _ 576 
Value in French and Englifh Money. 
French Money, Sterling. 
Liv. Sous, & 8 de 
The golden ducat, —- It 19 0 9 7 
Rix-dollar, its Ios o 4 98 
Plotte, _ _ 1 18h o 1 FE 
Silver dollar, _ o 19h °o 0 OY, 
Schilling, _— — o 28den. 0 0 1b 


The ton of gold is 100,000 filver dollars, clofe upon 4000. fter.: viz. 39931. 18. 14d. 
The rix-dollar is worth 3 plottes; 6 filver dollars; 18 copper dollars; 48 {chil- 
lings, and 192 ftivers. 


Weight, Value, and Affe of Gold and Silver, according to Ordonnance. 


‘The mark for the affize of gold is divided into 24 carats, the carats into 12 grains. 

‘The mark for the aflize of filver is divided into 16 loths, each loth into 18 grains. 

Wrought filver fhould be 13 loths anda quarter fine, but an allowance on affaying is 
made of one eighth part of a loth. 

The mark of gold and filver is moreover compofed of 16 loths, 64 quintins, or 
4284 afles. ‘ 

The ordonnance of 1664, which regulated the weight of coins, is {till obferved ; ac- 
cording to this, one. mark of gold makes 62 ducats, and of filver, five rix-dollars and 
one fifth, which is 15 loths 2 grains each; anfwering, according to Tillet and Cateau, 
to 3 ounces § grofs 10 grains French weight. Cantzler quotes ordonnances with re. 
{pect to coin, as far down as to 1706, beginning with 1594. Within that interval no 
alteration had been made in the ftandard for filver coin. ‘ 

According to Cateau, eight rix-dollars are made from one mark of filver, of the 
ftandard of 14 loths 1 grain. He ftates he omitted fractions. 

The ftandard of the ordonnance correfponds with 10 deniers 13 grains French: 
From authentic experiments made at Paris, the Swedith rix dollar weighs 540 grains, 
and is of the ftandard of 10 deniers 10 grains. The ducat weighs 65 grains, and its 
ftandard is 234% carats. ~ 

The common money is after the rate of 50 rix-dollars per fchipund of 272 pounds. 
Ever fince 1745, copper fheets have not been current as money ; this currency has 
become rare even, and it is now almoft impoflible to procure colleGions of it for the 
cabinets of the curious, : Theta 
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Thefe theets were made of a very foft and highly malleable copper, in the fhape of a 
long fquare, and about as thick as three half crowns laid together, and were marked at 
the four corners with the arms of Sweden; in the middle the value was ftamped. 
Thofe which were current for a rix-dollar, weighed five pounds and a half. 

180 dollars filbermunt, or 540 dollars koppermunt, in theets of the value of 4 dollars. 
to halfa dollar fibermunt, or from 12 dollars koppermunt, were made from a {chippund 
of 320 pounds provifion weight. goo dollars of copper money ftamped and rimmed, 
of from 6 cers to half an ceer koppermunt, from one fchippund of copper, provifion 


weight. : 
The ftandard of the pieces of one ceer, is aden. 8 gprs. 

of thofe —~ of fourers, — 3 18 

of thole — from sto1cy; — 5 8 


In 1716, pieces of five and fix oers were coined much inferior to the ftandard of the 
coins before mentioned. 


Impreffions. 


The golden ducat has the King’s head on one fide with his name in latin, and this 
legend: D. G. Rex Surci@; on the other a circular fhield, the ground azure, with 
three golden crowns furrounded by the chain of the order of the Seraphim, and this 
legend: FaperNEsLANDET. The date is under the fhield, and is divided by the crofs 
of the order which alfo difjoins thefe two letters O L diftinguifhed above the date. 

The impreffion on the rix-dollars, plottes,'‘and double plottes is fimilar to that on the 
ducats, except that on the field of the reverfe, the value for which they are current is 
ftamped, and on the rim is feen this legend: Ne ledar avaris manibus. The fmaller 
_ filver pieces have the initial of the Sovereign on one fide, and within his diftinguifhing 

cypher with the fingle word: Fadérneflandet ; on the oppofite fide they have the fame 
fhield as the ducats, but without the chain. On the right of the field the value is 
ftamped, and R. O. M. ‘on the left, in a line with the figures. 

The copper coins have an argent fhield with three bars undulated with azure, a lion: 
crowned, with his throat ftrongly marked, and an abridged legend compofed of the ini- 
tial of the Sovereign with his diftinguifhing cypher, and 8. G. V. R. The three 
crowns which form the arms of Sweden, are placed one on the dexter fide, the other on 
the finifter, and the third at the bottom of the fhield. On the other fide are two ar- 
rows making a St. Andrew’s Crofs, with the crown of Sweden, the date and. a mark 
expreflive of the value. Late coins have a chain round the rim. The runditiick has 
three crowns on one fide, and above them G. R. S., below is the date; on the other 
fide is a fhield with two arrows forming a St. Andrew’s crofs; on the right of the hhield is. 
figure of I. and the letter K., on the left the two letters O.R., below which M. is placed. 

Obfervations. 
. The Swedith coins are generally well ftruck, particularly thofe of gold and filver. 

Little fpecie of the coinage of the country is feen in circulation, but a number of Dutch 
ducats. They are exchanged at par for thofe of Sweden, notwithftanding the Dutch 
ducat be only 23 carats 5 grains fine. Somewhat more of the filver coin is in circula- 
tion ; they, as well as thofe of gold are ftamped with the greateft nicety, and in confe- 
quence are in high eftimation; the exportation of them is rigidly prohibited, as well as 
the copper coinage, which offers a gain of 30 per cent. 

There is no fixed relation of value between goid and filver in Sweden. In 1795, 


the proportion was 1 to 18, which is difficult to believe; in Swedifh Pomerania it is 
1 to 
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1 to 16. The Swedith rix-dollar, although it-have the advantage in purity over that of 
Holland by one grain as well as that of Hamburgh, is yet exchanged with both at par. 
There is’ regularly but one mint in Sweden, which ig at Stockholm: although in 
Dalecarlia there be a copper coinage on which the arms of the province are ftamped, 
and which has currency throughout that country and its neighbourhood. 
The accounts of the‘crown are kept in dollars //bermunt, as are accounts in general 
‘in Scania, Halland, Bleking, and Gottenburgh ; in thefe parts moft payments are made 
in papers Bank notes are confidered as cafh, and are even frequently taken with greater. 
avidity. The paper of the States, particularly that of Finland recently called in, are at 
a fmaller or greater difcount according to circumftances. Mebchants keep their ac- 
counts in dollars and cers. The fchelling or fcaling is an imaginary money, 48 of which 
go to the dollar, 
Although the exchange between Sweden and other countries varies according to the 
balance of trade, by the ordonnance of 1776 the courfe was fixed as under. 


- On Amfterdam, - 45 fchillings per rix-dollar current. 
Copenhagen, - 100 rix-dollars fpecie per 120 rix-dollars current. 
Spain, - - 41 {chillings per ducat of exchange. 
Hamburgh, - 47 {chillings per rix-dollar banco. 
Lifbon,, + + « 22 fchillings per crufado of 400 ries. 
London, - 4 rix-dollars 15 fchillings per pound fterling, 
Paris, - 25 fchillings per Ecu de 60 fous ‘Yournois. 
Stralfund, - 100 rix-dollars fpecie per 132 rix-dollars of Pomerania. 


Extract of the Royal Ordonnance relative to Money, of the 27th November, 1776. 

No one whatfoever fhall be obliged, in payments above the value of a rix-dollar, to 
receive a larger quantity of fmall copper coin at one time than half a-rix-dollar. 

Gold coins being requifite for the convenience of trade, Swedith ducats as well as 
thofe of Holland, of full weight, and with a chain round the ridge, fhall be received in 
circulation in concurrence with the rix-dollar at the rate of 94 fkillings or 1 rix-dollar 
46 fkillings; which in currency amounts at the period of the date of this to 35 dollars 
8 cers in copper money, or 11 dollars 24 cers fi/bermunt. ; 

All purchafes, fales, and tranfactions of every defcription regarding money, and: being 

“in writing, fhall be ftipulated from the commencement of the enfuing year in rix-dollars, 
and in default of compliance with this ordonnance, fhall be deemed illegal. 


Weights of Sweden and Stralfund, 
The Skolpfund is 1 Ib. which is divided into 


32 OS a _ Loths, 
g6 _ Quintins, 
132 _ _ Dragmes, 
and 1848 _ _ Affes. 
The four weights ufed in trade contain — Affes, 
The weight for provifions. Vigt. _ _ 8848 
Mark, miner's weight. Bergverk/vigt. —_ F221 
Mark, Flat country or Town weight. Lund och Stadts vigt. 7078 
Pound, Apothecaries’ weight, —_ — 7416 
The Sten, _ — —_— _ 32 Ibs. 
Lifpund, - _ _ _ 20 


2 16 Lit 
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16 Lifpunds a /taple fchippund, 20 lifpunds a fchippund. The fchippund of Stral- 
fund, commercial weight, is 20 lifpunds or 280 Ibs. ;_ the centner, 8 lifpunds or x12 Lbs. ; 
tee ften, 10 Ibs. In groeers’ and other fhops, a weight is ufe 34 per cent. lighter then 
that ufed in trade, fpoken of higher up. : 

The Swedith as correfponds exactly with the as Troy of Holland. 

e The pound *, or /flvipfund weighs 1 mark 7 ounces 7 grains, 8 grains poid.de mare 
French, 


Dry Meafures. 


Value in the Country. Cubic French inches. 


+ The Tunna or ton contains _ 7386 
Spanns, _ _ 2 
Half-{panns, _ — 4 
Fierdings or Viertels, _- 8 
Koppars, _ _ 32 234 
Kanne, _ _ 56 132 
Stoppe, _ _ 112 
Quwarter, _ _ 448 
Jungfre cert, _ - 1792 


Meafures for Dry Goods. 


Value in the Country. French cubic inches 


The ordinary laft, ‘ 
Laft or ton of 1000 herrings, _ 12 tons, 
— of foreign beer, 
— of tar, pitch, whale oil, afhes, 14 tons. 
— of Spanifh or French falt, _ 18 tons. 
— Hemp, flax, cordage, hops, tallow, 120 lifpunds. 
Kannes. 
‘The barrel of malt, _ _ 66 8771 
of falt and lime, - 59 7848 
Ton of wheat rye, barley, oats and peas, 63 1210 





* 100 Ibs. Swedith weight is equal to 93 Ibs. 7 ounces Englith. The Englifh pounds confequently con+ 
tain 9523 afles fere, of Swedifh weight, and is heavier than the Swedith in the proportion of 320 to 299. 
The itaple {chippund weighs therefore of Avoirdupois weight Englith, 299 lbs. 


The {chippund (of 20 lifpunds), _ 373% lbs. 
The lifpund, - _- _ 1843 Ibs. 
The fkopfund, _ _ _- 14 0%. 15.8, drams. 


+ Reduaion of the table of meafures of capacity to Englith meafure, computing 7386 French inches to 
che tunna, and the French foot to be to the Englifh as 1068 to 10c0. 


The tunna will contain 7888 inches Englih, or 284262 Gallons Winchefter Dry meafure. 
Spann, _ _ — I4edgs 
Halfepan, = = Tees 
Viertel, _ _- sti? 
Koppar, rather more than 12 of a gallon. 
Kanne, rather more than half a gallon. 
Stoppe, a quart, 
Qwater, halfa pint. U 


Junfre cert, ts do. 
The laft of twelve tons, 347 gallons and upwards, of thirteen, 376 gallons, and af eighteen, 5213 gal- 
tons. One ton Englith Avoirdupois, and 2} Ibs. 
VOL. Vik 32 At 
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At Stralfund. 


Value in the Country. French cubic inches. 


‘The laft contains, corn elie Dreemts, 


Barils, 32 5892 
Scheffels, 96 1964 
Fehrts, 384 
Metzers, 1586 















Meafures of capacity of Liquids. 


























Long eae fuch as are ufed for Cloths, Carpenter’s 
Work, and Diftances. 





French lines { Englifh. 


The foot contains - [ 134 6/140 5 
inches, - - 12 
‘Lines, - 144 
The ell, or allen, contains feet, 2 236 2/281 o 
Fam, or fathom, - 6 843 4 
Riethe, or perch, - 16 


Added by tranflator, 








Value Fiench Englith. 
in the country.| Inches. Inches, Winchefter 
Ns __ | Wine Meafure. 
One Freder or Vat contains 
Pipes - - 2 
Oxhofts, - - 5 
Ahms, - 6 260 9 
Nembares or Eimers, - 12] 3,960 423,928 18 35 
Omkares, ” . 24) 1,980 211,964 9 17 
Kannes, “ - ‘ 360; 132 14,098 612 
Stoppes, - - 720 66 73049 30 
Quarters, - * 2,880 ; 075 
Jungtres, - - . 11,520 o18 
At Stralfund. : 
One Stubgen contains x} 196 209,3 906 
Pottes, - - 4 49 52534 226 
The other mcaluted the fame as i 
are ufed at Hamburgh. 
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’ French. Englifh. 

The Swedith mile confifts of feet 36,¢0¢, 32,4060, 6 miles 223ths, 

For carpenter's work, a meafure of a foot of 10 inches, or feds, in length, is ufed, 
divided into 10 lines, which are again fub-divided into ten other parts. 

The tuna, a meafure ufed in carpenter’s work, is 46,772 {quare feet. 


At Stralfund 


The Pomeranian foot is 125 French lines. 
Ellis 258. 
In Sweden after meafuring by the ftrike an addition is given to the buyer of four 
kappers, on every meafure of wheat, ryc, oats, and peas; and fix kappers. upon each 
ton of falt, or lime. 


uv 


Crap. XXL — Route from Stockholm to ie by Gripfholm, Oker, Elfeijuna, Skultuna, 
and Ireficros. 


WE left Stockholm by the fame road we arrived on coming from Gottenburg. 
After crofling the fouthern fuburbs, of a prodigious length and moft wretchedly paved, 
we reached Gripfholn by Litja, Seudertife, and Kumla ; over a fuperb road fix miles 
and feven eighths in length. Halfa mile beyond Vitja, you havea charming profpect 
of a lake lying along the left of the road. Half a mile from Seudertelje, on the lett is 
a handfome chatcau, pleafantly fituated on the fide of the lake, belonging to the Prefident 
Eyriengranat. Before we arrived at Gripfholm, we crofled one of the extremities 
of lake Meeler, over a bridge ata place called Layftadt. ‘There it is that the iron and 
cannon from the foundry of Oker, and the neighbouring forges, are embarked for 
Stockholm. Mr. Vahrendorf had begun building two warehoufes there. 

Gripfbaim is an ancient royal chateau, to which the court formerly wentvery frequently ; 
it has not been thither fince 1784. The firft court is abfolutely irregular; the build- 
ing of brick ; a large tower at the bottom of the court. ‘There are four of them of 
unequal fize, and irregularly difpofed. In the firft court are two calverins in bronze, 
fifteen and feventeen fect in length, the caliber feven inches; we elteemed them forty- 
eight-pounders. ‘hey each weigh eighty-five fchippunds, and were taken from the 
Ruflians in 1581, at the fiege of Iwanogorod, by Baron Pontus de la Gardie: feveral 
times has it been in contemplation to found them. ‘The infcriptions upon them are in 
Ruffian charaéters, and {tate them to have been caft in 7c85, and 7087, (1577, and 
1679.) by the Czar Iwan Bafilowitz; fome marks of fhot which have {track it are vifi- 
bie on the fmaller piece. Thence a vault leads into a very {mall court. The interior 
of the chateau prefents nothing worthy of notice. In the King’s apartments are twenty-. 
feven portraits of T urkith Emperors, from Oftuan I. who died in 1326, to Abdulhamid, 
the lalt Emperor deceafed. In the bed-chamber is an iron chair, ufed by Guftavus 
Vafa. Above ina tower, is a pretty divan; the walls of it are nine feet thick ; it is 
very handfomely furnifhed, and commands a charming view of the lake. In another 
tower is an apartment in which Eric XIV. was confined for two years ; it is of an irre- 
gular figure, and feventeen feet long at its greateft length ; it is lighted by three {mall 
windows with iron bars. The theatre is {mall, but very handfome. It is {ypported by 

car ae) fixteen 
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fixteen fhuted columns, which, as well as the reft of the body of the theatre, which 
forms a demi-circle up to the ftage of forty feet in diameter, are gilt. In the apartment 
of the Princefs, the late King’s filter, is the buft of a woman veiled, compofed of three: 
different kinds of marbje. In that of the Queen is a-fmall copy of the Borghefe her- 
maphrodite. In the reading-room, two vales of Rudian marble. ‘Che moft remark- 
able contents of this chateau are its numerous collection of portraits of the Princes 
and Princefles of Europe, fince the time of Guitavus Vala ; it is very confiderable, yet 
not complete. In a long gallery, wnich ferves as a dining-room, are the portraits of the 
different Sovereigns contemporary with Guftavus Vafa; and in the faloon, which is a 
large rotunda of more than forty feet in diameter ; in the great tower are thofe of the 
Sovereigns who reigned at the time Guftavus [JE afcended the throne. ‘Vhe firit, that 
is to fay thofe of the tine of Guftavus Vafa, are Francis 1. King of France, taken in 
1542, when forty-eight years of age. Sigi/inund I. King of Poland, who died in 1548, 
eighty-one years of age. ‘Che Emperor Maximilian, 1519 (the year of his death,) fifty- 
nine years old. Charles V. Emperor and King of Spain when thirty years of age, in 
15303 he died in his fifty-eighth year. Ferdinand I. King of Hungary and Bohernia, 
aged twenty nine years, 1531, he died in 1564. Lewis Il. King of Hungary and Bo- 
hemia, killed in battle in the year 1525, in his twentieth year. Frederic, Duke and 
Eledtor of Saxony, 15253 he died aged fixty-two. John, Duke of Saxony, died in 
1532, in his fixty-third year. Joachim, Margrave of Brandenburg, died 1571, fixty-fix 
years old; was painted in 1547. Henry, Duke of Brunfwick and Lunenburg, died in 
1578, feventy-nine years old. William, Count Palatine of the Rhine, died in 1550, 
fitty-feven years old. George, Duke of Saxony, died in 1539, fixty-eight years old, his 
Jikenefs taken when fifty-nine. ric, Duke of Brunfwick ; he died in 1540; feventy 
years of age, painted when 63. Henry, Duke of Saxony, died in 1541, fixty-eight 
years old, painted when fifty-eight. Henry, Duke of Mecklenburg Schwerin, died 
in 1572, ninety-three years old, painted in 1534. Albert, Duke of Mecklenburg, 
died in 1547, fixty years old. Andrew de Greti, Doge of Venice, died at the begin- 
ning of the 16th century, painted in 1533. Stephen Schlick, Count of Baflau. George, 
de Fronfberg, eques auratus. Philippe, Duke of Mecklenburg Schwerin, died in 1557, 
at forty-three years, painted when twenty. Chri/topher, Duke of Wirtemberg, died in 
1568, painted when eighteen. Jehn IL. junior, Count Palatine of the Rhine and Deux 
Ponts, died in 1534, fifty-one years of age. John, fenior, Count Palatine of the Rhine 
and Deux Ponts, died in 1604, fifty-four years old. Wolfgang, Count Palatine of the 
Rhine, died in France in 1569, forty-three years of age. John, Margrave of Braden- 
burg and Pomerania, died in 1571, fifty-eight years old, was painted when eighteen. 
ene, Count de Naffau, Prince of Orange, painted when thirteen years old. Erne/, 
Duke of Brunfwick and Lunenberg, died in 1546, forty-nine years old. Philip, Land- 
grave of Heffe, he died in 1567, aged fixty-three years, painted when thirty. Uric, 
Duke of Wirtemberg, Count de Montbéliard, died in 1550, aged fixty-three years,. 
painted when forty-fix. Joachim, Margrave of Brandenburg, Duke of Pomerania, died 
in 1535, aged fifty-one years. John Frederic, Duke of Saxony, died in 1534, aged 
fifty-one years. Henry VIII. King of England, who died in 1547, aged fifty-fix years, 
painted when fifty-one. Gufavus I. takenin 1542. Eric XIV. Thofe of the grand _ 
rotunda, are Guffavus Ill.; Jofeph If.; Catharine, of Ruffia; George III. King of 
England; Ferdinand IV. King of Naples; Maria Frances Ifabella, Queen of Portugal; 
Chriftian Vil. King of Denmark; Lewis XV. King of France; Charles Wl. King of 
Spain; Abdulbamid, the Turkifh Emperor; Scaniflaus Auguftus, King of Poland ; 
Frederic I]. King of Pruffia; Victor Amadius, King of Sardinia; the eae rhe 
Vherefa ; 
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Therefa; Pius VI.the Pope; Ferdinand Lewis, infant of Parma; Maria Aelia, ine 
fanta of Parma. Thofe in italics are half lengths, fuch as are in Roman characters at 
fulllength. ‘The difference of the dreffes has a very pleafing effect. 

It isnot exaétly known at what period this chateau was built; all that is certain is 
that the Chevalier Harald Torffon, was the firft mentioned poffeffor in 1280. In the 
fucceeding century it belonged to the Grand Chancellor, Bo Johnfon Grips, (without 
any account how it became his ;) from whom it received the name of Gripfholm; he 
was matter of it in 1383. In 1396, his fon, Knut Bofon Grips, fold it for a trifle to 
Queen Margaret. King Eric XIII. of Pomerania, poffefled it in 1434. The Keeper 
has a publication in the Swedifh language, which gives more ample information refpect- 
ing the Caftle. In the immediate vicinity, is the town of Mariefred, very fmall, not 
containing more than four hundred inhabitants, and pofleffing nothing worthy of 
notice. 

Diftillery.—Near to Gripfholm is the moft confiderable diftillery in the whole king- 
dom; three-fourths of it belongs to Mr. Vahrendorf, and ‘the remaining fourth to 
Gen. Duwal. It has been granted them by the crown for twenty years ; their privilege 
expires in 1795, when it will belong entirely to the King. The firft expences bf the 
building amounted to 80,000 rix-dollars, which, when the eftablifhment is minutely 
infpected, may readily be believed. It works annually one thoufand two hundred Riga 
lafts of grain, or eighteen thoufand tons; one fourth part of which is barley ; each 
ton yield twenty-two kannes of fpirit; of thefe the King receives nearly twelve ; fo: 
that the proprietors retain for themfelves about ten kannes, which they fell at 16 ikil- 
lings 4 runftiiks per kanne; making, upon eighteen thoufand tons, one hundred ahd 
eighty thoufand kannes, upon the whole produce nearly four hundred thoufand. On 
the eltablifhment are thirteen managers, who receive from 200 to 3¢0 rix-dollars 
annually, and ninety-fix workmen, at from fourteen to fixteen plottes per month. On 
account of the too great heat of the feafon at that interval to allow of working, there is 
a ceffation of the diftillery from the middle of July to the middle of September. For 
.the purpofe of raifing water, a machine is ufed of a fingular although very fimple con- 
ftruction ; it is an upright cylinder with cogs, which aéts upon fix pumrs, three on one- 
fide and three on the other, which fupply the firft and fecond ftory ; it is worked by four 
horfes. Below are ninety-fix vats of equal fize; they are feven feetin diameter, rather: 
wider at the bottom, and four feet deep ; ia each is put four anda quarter tons of flour: 
(fourteen lifpunds vigt. each), 2000 kannes of water, and ten cannes of common yeatt. 
Each vat yields from eighty to eighty-four kannes, and fometimes, according to the 
grain, ninety kannes, The mixture Js ftirred at intervals until fermentation takes place. 
Upon this the vats are covered, luted down with lime, and in four days the wath is. 
ready for the ftill; if the weather be warm in a fhorter time ; after it has fufficiently 
fermented the wath paffes twice through the ftill, ‘There are twenty-fix {tills, four cf 
which contain four thoufand cannes, the others two thoufand. The wath takes fix or 
feven hours before it all comes over. Thereare three malting kilns, two ef which will 
dry two thoufand kannes, the other-three thoufand. The daily confumption. is from 
feventy-five to feventy-feven tons of grain, of fifty kannes each. Each ton requires 
three-fourths of a meafure of wood, or two tons of Englifh. coal, which comes nearly 
to the fame expence, the meafure of wood cofting 6 plottes, and Englifh coal from 32 
to 36 fkillings. The brandy delivered to the King mutt be fix degrees above proof, equal 
to 16°of the hydrometer of Reaumur. We advife thofe who go to Grip{wald,, to res. 
turn their horfes, as otherwife they may have a long sa to wait. 
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From Gripfholm to Oger isa mile. There is not an inn in the place, and no other 
‘accommodation than what the houfe of Mr. Vahrendorf the proprietor affords, or thoie 
of fome of the officers belonging to the foundry. So that in cafe of Mr, Vahrendorf 
being abfent it may not be amils to be provided with a letter from him : it wi: 
better to wait until he may himfelf be there. 

‘Chis place is very interefting on account of its handfeme foundry for cannon. 

Cannon foxndry. The ore which is made ufe tor founding cannon comes from fix 
ferent mines: it fhould be poor or at leaft mixed fo that the aggregate may conta: 
more than thirty per hundred of metal, and particularly it fhould contain none of t! 
quality which breaks when hot. The firft roafting of the ore is curried on in the fume 
miauner ag at Falilun inthe open air. ‘There are two furnaces for the fufion, each acted 
upon by two bellows; they yicld a fchippund of iron per hour for cannon: every twen- 
ty-four hours one piece of twenty-four pounds and one four-pounder are caf, or one 
rty-fix-pounder. ‘Thefe two furnaces require three hundred and twelve tons of 
wood daily, and the whole, including the other fires, three hundred and eighty. Ten 
tons cof 16 {chillings. The moulds are made of the country clay, an¢ are hooped 
with iron to render them more firm. Round the fhape for the mould hards of tow are 
pat mixed with. tallow and clay, over which potter’s earth or clay mixed with fand, 
Five men are occupied in fafhioning the earth about the mould when cannon is cafting, 
three knead the clay while two turn the fhape; the clay is put on crofswife : when 
the mould is completed there are no more than three perfons employed in placing the 
earth about it. It requires two days for the mould to get thoroughly dry ; for this 
purpoie, when the wood is taken from it, coal’ and fmall wood are burnt within and 
eoai alone without, which is turned about as the mould dries. ‘Vhe melting furnaces 
are very large, built of granite, and the ftones are fupported by mafies of iron from 
gieven to tweive tect long, in thape of beams, ‘The two cannon of twenty-four and 
four pounds are caft in cight minutes; in three hours time, notwithftanding the 
picces be yet red hot, the fand is removed in which the mould is placed. ‘This is in a 
wooden vat of eleven feet deep, and eight feet in diameter: conceive but an inftant 
how violent the heat the men muft experience at the bottom of this vat, employed fo 
near this burning mafs in removing and throwing out the fand: they are confequently 
very quickly relieved. 

In ix hours’ time the mafs has acquired a fufficient confiftence to allow of the piece 
being withdrawn ; but it cannot be bored until after it has laid two or three days in the 
open air. ‘Lhe firft operation then is to cut off the head of the cannon which is at 
fealt a foot in length: this is done at firft with a round plate of fteel more than fix 
lines in thicknefs; the head is cut on three fides by turning this round plate, the piece 
remaining motionlefs, which operation in a piece of twenty-four pounds takes up fix 
hours. By that time the head holds but a very flender piece on the three fides ; iron 
wedges are then firuck into the part cut by a mallet of a lifpound in weight. The 
more excellent the iron the greater the length of time before the head breaks off; it 
has taken up four minutes when we have been prefent : after this the furplus at the 
end of the cannon is cet off, and the end polifhed, which takes up two hours; then the 
boring begins at firft horizontally, the piece remaining immoveable: one man and a 
boy only are employed in working the wheel, which forces forward and turns the 
wedge in the pisce ; this wedge or-rather this bar is two inches thick, het the mouth 
of the cannon is feven lines more, owing to the fteel end fitted to the bar, which ferves 
as it turns to bore the gun, being one inch and a half. The firft hole is drilled, after- 
wards it is bored perpendicularly, the borer turning and the piece being depreffed to 
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meet it: thearms are of iron and the borer of fteel. The borers aré of feven different 
fizes; each inftrument has four, the laft only fix, and one which traverfes at the end in 
order to polifh the interior of the cannon. The depreffion of the piece is after the rate 
of more than an inch a minute; there are twenty-one minutes of interval between the 
operation of one borer and another. When requifite to raife the piece, in order to 
withdraw the borer, two men and one apprentice turn the wheel which raifes it in five 
minutes; it takes four to let it downagain. In cafe of neceflity a twenty four pounder 
may be bored in feventeen hours, viz. feven hours for the firft boring and ten for the 
fecond, for which the workmen are payed two plottes: thefe two works cannot always 
be done at once on account of their being a€ted upon by the fame head of water, which 
is not conitantly fufficient to work the two hydraulic engines. It takes two hours to 
drill the touch-hole, which is done by a bow, the drills are of iron of different fizes but 
equal length : on thefe three laft operations only three workmen are employed; all that 
remains of the cannon, confifting of rough iron, is fent to different other forges of 
Mr. Vahrendorf, at which it is made into bars. There are fcarcely thirty men em- 
ployed at the cannon foundry : the workmen earn but little; they have, however, as 
is the cafe at all the foundries, their grain afforded them at half price, and may receive’ 
at pleafure their wages cither in provifion or money, 

‘The water proceeds from a lake of fufficient elevation, fince there is a fall of forty. 
eight ells to the great wheels ; thefe wheels work all together five machines: 1. a faw- 
mill (near the lake); 2. that which blows the bellows; 3. that which is ufed for cut- 
ting of the heads of the cannon ; and 4. and 5. the two machines which bore the can- 
non. The manufactory is difcontinued in December, and re-commences in March. 

From four thoufand three hundred to four thoufand four hundred fchippunds is 
made into cannon annually. ‘The greater part goes to Holland, Naples, and Portugal ; 
to the latter country chiefly thirty-fix pounders. They are proved in the prefence of an 
artillery officer belonging to the King, who marks them at the mouth with the arms of 
Sweden (thofe of the powers for whom they are defigned are engraven on the breech), 
and likewife with a bomb if he belong to the army, or if to the navy with an anchor. 
A certificate from the officer is abfolutely neceffary before the pieces can pafs the cuf- 
_ toms and be fhipped. ‘Twelve pounders are proved with from ten to eleven pounds of 
powder, firft with one ball, afterwards with two; the cannon of other caliber in pro- 
portion, ‘Their coft, with all expences paid, in board, is 73. crowns of Hamburg danco, 
(equal to from 1 to 54 fchillings), Portugal pays more on account of its taking credit. 
Ball is fold at 5% crowns: very little is made at Oker on account of the great quantity 
of ore‘required for the other wofks. Mortars are dearer than cannon, by from 3 
to 4 crowns, owing to their frequently burfting on trial, which occafions lofs. Bombs 
coft fomewhat more than cannon, and fhould coft lefs, as they occafion fearcely any 
wafte. All Swedifh ball weighs much more than the ftipulation, nearly one fifth part. 
The ball for Naples and Portugal is 54 inches in diameter, and the thicknefs of the gun 
at the mouth is three inches nine lines. Dutch weight is a little yet but a trifle greater 
than that of Sweden. ‘The calibre of the Swedith forty-eight pounder is feven inches. 
one line and a half ; that of the thirty-fix pounder fix inchhs and a half; of the twenty- 
four pounder five inches eight lines; the eighteen pounder five inches one line 3 the 
twelve, four inches four lines and a half; the fix, three inches feven lines and a half ; 
the brafs fix pounders weigh five fchippunds, thirteen lifpunds, eight marks; the long - 
twelve pounders eleven {chippunds, thyce lifpunds; the twenty four, twenty-four {chip. 
punds, thirteen lifpunds, thirteen marks: the mark of the foundry ftamped on one of 
thearms. ‘The fhip cannon are eee fixteen to feventeen calibersin depth ; (they are ” 
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found to be too fhort, and recoil too much; they fhould be twenty calibres ;) thofe for 
fortrefles from twenty-two to twenty-four. A twelve pounder for the navy weighs 
eight {chippunds, and is fix and a half feet- long ; for fortrefles twelve {chippunds, is 
nine feet long, and is two inches two lines in thicknefs at the mouth ; a twenty-four 
pounder for the navy weighs fixteen to feventeen fchippunds ; for forts twenty-four ; 

_ athirty-fix pounder for the firft weighs from twenty-three to twenty-four {chippunds ; 
none of this calibre are made for fortreffes: the thicknefs of a navy twenty-four 
pounder at the breech is feven inches and a half. 

Oker about fifty years ago belonged to the crown, who fold it under an engagement 
to fupply a certain quantity of wood at a very moderate price. Mr. Vahrendorf af- 
fords fubfiftence to nearly cight thoufand perfons, women and children included, which 
may readily be conceived when the extent of his poffeflions are confidered ; his differ- 
ent mincs, forges, and manufactures in Sudermania, Nericia, Dalecarlia, &c. The 
following is an account of what they annually produce him: from ten to eleven f{chip- 
punds of iron in bars, of the value of from 6 to 7 rix-dollars; from four thoufand 
three hundred to four thoufand four hundred fchippunds in cannon, at 7 rix-dollars 
and a third ; two thoufand in ball, at 54; from eight hundred to one thoufand fchip- 
punds of brafs, at 50 rix-dollars; three hundred of copper, at 45 crowns; two to 
three quintals of fteel, at 34 or 4 rix-dollars: in all at leaft 180,000 rix-dollars, exclu- 
five of many articles, particularly the brewery before mentioned. ‘This is the inftant 
proper to remark that neither M. Vahrendorf nor other manufacturers of brafs fent 
any to France in 1791, which muft have occafioned great inconvenience to the town 
of Leigh and its neighbourhood, the fole dependance of which refts on its manufac- 
ture of pins; and which drew, if not all their brafs, yet a very confiderable part from 
this country. M. Vahrendorf has made fome very pretty gardens, in {pots before 
uncultivated, by dint of labour, in a very little time, overcoming the natural barren- 
nefs of the foil. 

From Oker we proceeded to Strengnas, a {mall town of a thoufand inhabitants ; 
this we left on the right a mile beyond Malmby. ‘The country has a cheerful appear- 
ance, and is well cultivated ; thence through Ekefog and Tiui/tadt we pafled on to 
Eftilfuna. 'Yhis is a very interefting town on account of its numerous manufacturers 
of iron of every kind. ‘The traveller will lodge at the poft-houfe; but if it fhould be 
kept by the fame hoftefs as in 1791, he is cautioned to bargain with her beforehand, 
as fhe makes it a practice to fleece {trangers, confidering that they vifit her but once, 
and fhe fees them no more. It will be right to be provided with recommendations to 
M. Rynmann, who has written a work on iron which is held in high eftimation, or to 
Nourdwal. ‘The firftis aged and infirm, but the fecond is extremely complaifant, and 
fpeaks French. 

Eftilfluna. This town is divided in two, and-is fituated precifely at the place of com- 
munication of the two lakes. Me@ler and Hielmer. Its fituation is very pleafant ; it con- 
tains altogether about two thoufand inhabitants, from fix to feven hundred of whom 
(three hundred of them workmen, including one hundred maftermen,) live in that 
part called the -free town, feparated from the other by a bridge. Here it is that all 
thofe workmen dwell, willing to avail themfelves of the privilege granted by the King 
to.fuch as come thither to fettle. Charles X. was the founder of this eftablifhment ; 
and Lackfmiths ftreet, built by him, is fill called Rademacher, from the name of a Ger- 
man whom the King invited hither, and who was the firft director : the whole of the 
remainder is the work of Guftavus II]. Soon as a workman prefents himfelf, he is firft 
examined, and if approved the King gives him a houfe and an allotment of rai of 
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feventy-five ells in length by fifty. From that infant he becomes -a proprietor, and 
“works on what branch he pleafes.> if defirous of buying a houfe, it is afforded him at 
half its value, and he pays on this ftipulated price 6 per cent. per annum for twenty 
years, after which it becomes his in perpetuity. : 
Mr. Chriftian Johanfin paints different pretty things in a charming manner upon 
fteel, fuch as, he fays, cannot be done in England: this however is doubtful, for we 
have feen fimilar in France which did not come from:Efilfuna. His principal em- 
picyment is damafquining {words for officers, the expence of which is 2 rix-dollars, 8 
fchillings each. He makes buttons with landfcapes on them, which are as high as .6 
{killings each; {ciffors at from 4o fkillings to 2 rix-dollars, and other inconfiderabie ar- 
ticles. He fells in Sweden alone, and has but one workman. ‘There is here a manu- 
factory of {word blades and fabres for the army. The iron tempered into fteel (which 
mutt be of the beft quality) comes from Graningen in Angermania. The blades of 
the fabrcs of the cuirafliers are three feet long, and coft 1 rix-dollar, 6 fkillings ; of 
the huffars, are thirty-four inches long, and colt 1 rix dollar, 16 fchillings; of the 
dragoons, thirty-three inches, nine lines, and coft 1 rix-dollar 16 fchillings ; of the 
cuiraffiers of Prince Charles, thirty-fix inches ten lines, at 1 rix dollar, 16 fchillings ; 
of the regiment of cavalry of Oftrogothia, thirty-five inches, at 1 rix-dollar, 16 {chil- 
lings; the cutlafles for the navy, twenty-fix inches, and coft.1 rix-dollar, 8 fchillings ; 
for the infantry, twenty-three inches, 20 fchillings ; for the miners, twenty-five inches, 
three lines, 1 rix-dollar ; for the Savolax regiment of foot, twenty-five inches, ten lines, 
i rix-dollar, 8 f{chillings; for the dragoons, a ftraight flat fword, thirty-one inches, 
eight lines in length, 1 rix-dollar, 8 {chillings: all the manufacturers employed in 
the making thefe come from Solingen. ‘Three edged fwords, 1 rix-dollar, and foils, 
16 fkillings. Thefe earn moft of all the workmen, fome even 32 fchillings per diem, 
and more ; lockfmiths and cutlers earn at leaft 8 or 10 fkillings. 
‘Chere are feven workthops of two hammers, one of which (very large) for fteel, 
and a {maller for large nails, of which fcarcely more than two are made in a minute. 
(It requires three men to manufacture large nails, only one to make fmall ones.) ‘The 
iron employed is brought from Wefteros. The whole quantity annually manufactured 
is two thoufand {chippunds, half of which in caft articles, and the remainder wrought. 
The firft colts 3 rix-dollars, the other from 6 to 6}. ‘There are four furnaces for fteel, 
at which none but coarfe work is wrought. The furnaces are made of French clay ; 
the principal walls are brick: the principal bottom of double fheets of copper. To 
convert the iron into fteel requires ten days fire ; and the confumption of fuel during 
the ten days is forty lafts: each laft of twelve tons cofts 32 fkillings. ‘Ihe quantity of 
fteel yielded is conflantly from two to three fchippunds more than the weight of iron 
put into the furnaces, which arifes from the phlogiften taken up by the iron in its pro- 
cefs of ftulification: if the exact quantity put in were yielded the operation would be 
deficient (fee the work of Mr. Jars). Frefh fuel is added every fix hours. ‘The fteel 
takes twenty days to cool, but lefsin winter. The length of the furnace, in which the 
bar iron is placed, intended to be converted into fteel, is four feet ten inches. Every 
ten days eighty fchippunds is turned out of each furnace: neverthelefs no more is 
made annually than two thoufand fchippunds, and frequently lefs, according to demand, 
The greateft part is fhipped for Lifbon. ‘There are two furnaces, and a large hammer 
_ for forging iron bars ; of thefe there are made from feven to eight hundred {chippunds, 
which quantity might be extended to one thoufand. Six workmen are kept for the 
two furnaces, two of which foremen. The foreman receives 12 fchillings for each 
ichippund of iron forged ; and pays the two workmen himfelf : they can forge three 
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{chippunds daily ; they work in the-German fafhion; the difference between-the Ger- 
man method and the Walloon are, 1. That by the firft manner they melt and work at 
. onceat both forges: by the fecond, the one is kept for founding, while they work at the 
other. 2. The fuel is meafured out to the Germans, whereas itis afforded as required 
to the Walloons without limitation. 3. Tle firft melt the iron by degrees in fmall. 
lumps, the other infert the whole at once: the Walloons hammer the iron Icfs than the 
Germans, and confequently make much more, even five fchippunds per furnace per 
diem, whereas the Germans can work but three. From what has been obferved, the- 
Walloon plan will be vifibly the deare. There are likewife three workfhops, in which 
there are two grindftones and four wooden wheels for fharpening and polifhing cutting 
infruments, A {mall hammer alfo for giving their primitive fhape to fcythes. 

In another part of the town copper is flattened into fheets to the amount of about 
700 fchippunds, the workmen receive one rix-dollar per fchippund for ordinary fheets, 
and 12 {chillings additional for fuch as are four feet long by one and a half; there are: 
three workmen employed on copper, and the quantity which may be flattened is from 
one thoufand to one thoufand two hundred {chippunds: there is moreover in the fame 
place, a hammer for fafhioning iron bars, another for nails, and different other {mall 
eftablithments the fame as in the free town. The annual confumption of coal: is fix 
thoufand lafts. Here we fhall {peak of the different qualities of iron, and the mode of 
diftinguifhing them. Good iron is difficult to break, and breaks at once; within it is of 
a dullifh white colour ; itis lighter than other iron, but among this {pecies the heavieft 
is preferred, as well as in caft fteel. Iron which is grey internally breaks more eafily. 
Iron which breaks when hot is known by groves acrofs it; when they run lengthways 
the iron is good: that which breaks when cold is of a fhining appearance, granulated 
when broke. This is the belt for refifting the weather. The lighteft iron is feven and 
a half times the weight of water, the heavielt from eight to eight and a quarter. ‘There 
is no dearth of water at Efkilftuna, nor is there any. interruption to the works even in. 
the depth cf winter. 

‘Trom Efkilftuna to Kolbeck by Smedby, is three miles and a half... On the firft flage 
fome commons and blocks of granite diltinguifhable on each fide the road, At half a 
mile beyond Smidby we.arrived at the brink of the lake Meler, which is. croffed on a 
raft in order to reach the finall ifland Nicke/, about a third of a mile im length, belong- 
ing to Count de Creutz: on the paflage you have a delightful view of the lake. Upon 
leaving the ifland you pafs over a {mall arm of the lake and land in Weltmania. ‘The 
ifland is fandy and apparently fterile. Shortly after you crofs a third branch, which as 
well as the two preceding, is very narrow, and the fare of the watermen extremely: 
moderate, it is a projection of the lake, into which the canal of Stromfhol difembogues 
itfelf: nothing would be more ealy than the conftruction of bridges over thefe creeks, 
at leaft the two latter *, leaving the firft open for the paflage of veffels; after pafling the 
laft ferry, the ancient royal caftle of Stromfholm is feen. Shortly after the road turns 
along fide the fables, confifting of three piles of wooden buildings of the greateft fim- 
plicity. Leaving firft the caftle and afterwards the church to the right we croffed a 
bridge over the river which, by a canal we fhall fhortly defcribe, is conneCted with the 
lake. In order to fee this canal we were obliged to go from Kalbeck to Skanizen, three 
quarters of a mile diftant; when finifhed, it will no longer be neceffary to travel fo far 
for this purpofe, yet will that fpot be ever an object of curiofity from the abundance of 
interefting objects found there, as will be conceived from the detail we are about to 


*® Pofls which see fill vifible at the laf ferry ‘Indicate that there has been formerly a bridge there. 
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make. As there is no poft-houfe at Skantzen, it will be requifite to: bargain with the 
pottillion who drives you from Kolbeck, to proceed to Sku'tina or Welteros; in cafe of 
his refufing, you muft of neceflity return to take horfes at Kolbeck. . 

‘The canal of Stromfho!m begins at Norbers, in Weftmania, and ends at Stromfholn, 
where it joins lake Marler; it is ten miles in length. In fome parts the river was found 
rte, but in moit it was either deepencd or new channels cur. ‘The firit 
lock is at Sem/a, fix miles and a half beyond Sianzen, and the laft at Stromfholm : 
there are to be five and twenty. ‘Phis canal was begun in 1777, and poffibly may be 
compleated in 1794 if great excrtion be ufed ; throughout the whole length there is fix 
fect depth of water, at the bottom it is ixty feet broad, and at the furfuce ninety ; the 
largeft veflels which the canal will bear are forty-feven feet in length, draw five fest water, 
and are one’ hundred and fifty {chippunds burthen, (about forty-five tons), When we 
faw it, vellc!s proceeded no farther than to the fixteenth lock: twenty-nine paffed annu- 
ally, but this number will be vaftly increafed when the canal is eatirely finished ; the 
pailage by it is clofed in November and refumed in May. Above the lock number 
fourteen, there are fix hundred fathoms of mafonry, on account of the quality of the 
foil, ‘Three hundred fathoms below this, 1s lock number fifteen ; and a hundred fa- 
thoms beyond number fixteen; at a diflance thence of one thoufand five hundred 
fathoms are numbers feventecn and eighteen cut out of the rock, after which the canal 
makes a fharp turning through the natural rock ta the left. The original plan was 
changed in this fpot.. Five hundred fathoms from number eighteen are thz locks nine- 
teen, twenty, and twenty one, which are together. One fingle lock cofls 1ce,000 dol- 
lars hoppermunt, 13301. fterling; the double and triple locks in proportion. Each lock 
has a fall of nearly fixteen Swedifh feet from furface to furface. ‘Lhe total fall of the 
canal is one hundred and ninety-two fathoms: in lefs than half an hour’s walk you meet 
with eight locks, that is to fay from number fourteen to number twenty-one, trom the 
firft to the laft the fall of water is fixty-four fathoms; in the neighbourhcod of 
number fixteen is a fteel furnace; near to twenty-one a fmall hammer for iron. Tne 
matts of the veffels are fixed fo as to lower at pleafure, as on many of the locks there 
are bridges. Over the fixteenth lock is a very: pretty {mall bridge, with para- 
pets and corner ftones of granite, with this infcription in the Swedith language: 
“This bridge, the firft built of Swedith granite, was con{tructed in the reign of Gutta- 
vus IIT, the granite hewn by order of the fenator Baron Charles de Sparre. The work 
was direGted by John Ufitroeum, the peafantry hewed the ftones in 1787.” Employed 
on this work are about five hindred men, who are paid from 16 to 48 {killings per 2 of 
a cubic fathom, according to the nature of the ground. Veffels pafling along the canal 
pay 14 {chillings 8 rundftiicks per {chippund, of which 6 fchillings 8 rundftiicks towards 
the locks. This canal will be of great utility for tranfporting at fmall expence the pro- 
duce of the mines, which-is very abundant in the part where it begins; once arrived at 
lake Meeler, the after expence of tranfport to Stockholm will be very trivial. It will be 
neceflary the traveller fhould obtain a letter of addrefs to Mr. Berger, the director of 
the canal. From Skantzen to Skultuna is two and a quarter miles, on the way you crof& 
the Swartz: there isno inn at Skultuna nor any remedy but in taking up your abode 
with the proprietor of the manufactory. 

Skultuna. Were is a brafs manufactory. M. Galen in his work on the art of trans- 
forming copper into brafs, which makes a part of the arts and trades, has very well 
defcribed this operation; he took his detail from the manufattory eftablithed at Nord- 
Kiceuping, to which all in Sweden bear refemblance. At that at Skultuna are three 
large kilns, the chimneys of which, built of brick, rife to a confiderable height ; in one 
of thefe kilns there are five furnaces, four in the fecond, and three in the third, altoge- 
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ther twelve: but nine are fufficient. When the copper is broken and reduced into ° 
fall pieces by the means of fledge hammers, it is put into crucibles of French clay; 
the dearnefs of this article prompted the proprietors to make fearch for fimilarin Swe- 
den: it has been found in Scania, and promifes fhortly to equal that of France, which 
will therefore become unneceflary. In order to make it into fheets it is run on a table 
of granite, over which another is fufpended; they are thirteen feet in length by five in 
breadth, and from eight to ten inches thick: they come from St. Malo, and coft 
200 plottes the pair: in general it happens that out of every fhipment the half of what 
comes are bad.” It appears aftonithing that Sweden, which fuperabounds with granite in 
every quarter, fhould be obliged to import it from abroad : that of St. Malo is however 
preferred on account of the mica and blende being mare equally diitributed, and in 

- greater abundance. . For cutting the fheets intended to,be drawn into wire, a fimilar 
machine is made ufe of to that of the Englifh: when the brafs has been cut and drawn, 
itis put into a kiln, where it remains for. half an hour : it is drawn five times, and even 
eight if the wire be required of that finenels. The packages of brafs wire are made up 
to weigh forty pounds 3 there are twenty wire-drawing moulds of fteel; the manufac. 
tory is worked by a cylinder with wings, which the water puts in motion; the water is 
fupplied by the Swartz, (black river,) which emptiesitfelf into the lake at Wefteros, and 
which conftantly furnifhes it in all feafons. In the nine furnaces before mentioned, the 
metal is melted twice per day, that is every twelve hours; each melting yields two 
hundred and forty pounds of brafs. ‘he whole quantity made in a year fcarcely exe 
ceeds from fix to feven hundred ichippunds; it might be.extetided to one thoufand, 
The fheets of brafs are five times roafted, and aré as often put into the cylinder which 
refembles that at Afruitadt. On coming out they are ten ells long by three feet eight 
inches in breadth’: it undergoes no alteration in its dimenfions. Copper in its trans- 
formation into brafs gains nearly twenty-five per cent., the precife quantity depending on 
the quality of the calamine. Hungary furnithes. two forts of this article, red aid whites 
Poland but one, which is a reddith grey: the Hungarian calamine is confidered to be 
the belt; it cofts 1 rix-dollar 43 fchillings per quintal, (three and a half to the fchip- 
pund.) The coft of Polifh calamine is 25 rix-dollars per ton of between five and a half 
to fix {chippunds, about 1 rix-dollar-12 {chillings per fchippund: the annual confump. 
tion of this article is one thoufand two hundred {chippunds of calamine, and three thou- 
fand lafts of wood. ‘here is likewife a petty furnace for the running of {mall utenfils, 
which are afterwards polifhed. ‘The filings are remitted, but experience a lols of 50 per 
cent. In all from fixty to fixty-two workmen are.employed. ‘Lhe whole of this ma- 
nufactory was confumed by fire about ten or twelve years ago: the lofs was enormous 
to the proprietor, a Mr. Adlervull, to whom. thétraveller fhould have recommendation. 
At prefent he has infured the whole, even the wood and charcoal ; the infurance’ for 
buildings entirely of wood is two per cent. and from one to one and a half for other 
buildings, according to the quantity of brick and ftone contained in them. 

From Skultuna we proceeded to Wefteros, the diftance a mile and a half, the roads 
full of holes and bad. As a traveller rarely remains more then a few hours at Skul- 
“tuna, he fhould keep his horfes. ~ : : é 

Weftercs is a very ancient city which contains nothing worthy of remark. The tomb 
of Eric XIV. in the cathedral is abfolutely undeferving notice. The fteeple of this 
church, butit on a fquare towgr, is reckoned the higheft in Sweden; yet is not very 
high. At the extremity of a long jetty lined with warehoufes, is the port at which 
great quantities of iron are fhipped for Stockholm: The left fide of this jetty isa 

marth ; before you arrive hither, you fee the government-houfe; which is a handfome 
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Sweden, poffeffing meadows, arable lands, and mines of all defcriptions. Its pofition 
with refpedt to lake Moelew affords great facility to the tranfport of its produétions, prin. 
cipally irom, of which it exports a confiderable quantity. “Two famous diets have been 
held at Wetteros, the one in 1527, the other in 15443 the firft deprived the clergy of 
its poffeffions, and the fecond fecured the throne; before elective, to the defcendants of 
Gufavus Vala, : 

From Welteros to Upfal by Nigwarn, Enkeuping, (a town,) Liffena, and Sofva, is 
altogether feven miles and one eighth: after the firft flage you crofs the Serva or Sa- 
gan, the fame river as flows by Sahla over a bridge, which pafled, you are in Upland. 
"This isa fine road ; the bridge which feparates the two provinces is built {harp of afcent, 
on account of being liable to be covered by the water at the melting of the winter’s {now. 
Enkceuping is a city, which elfewhere would bt looked upon. only as a confiderable 
village; its fituation is advantageous at the bottom of a creek of lake Meeler. 


Cuar. XXIL—Route from Upfal to Abo, by Dannemora, Eufterby, Lefta, Forfmarck, 
Griflcham, and the ifle of Aland. sot 


AS we have already {poken of the city of Upfal, we fhall proceed direétly to the 
defcription of thofe objeéts which we noticed on our paffage to Abo in Finland ; this 
trip is very interelting on account of its affording a fight of the richeft mine and the 
mott capital forges in Sweden. ; 

From Upful to Hu/by one mile and a half; thence to Anderby is two and a quarter; 
the road never bad, but frequently extremely narrow. Half a mile from Hufby we 
came to Natholma, an excellent forge belonging to Count Brahé; and a little beyond 
this to his feat,, which has a handfome appearance *. In the two la{t ftages we paffed 
over feveral plains. From Anderfby to Dannemora is three quarters of a mile, thence 
to Giufterby the fame diftance, although there isa nearer road. The road to Bufterby 
turns to the right, that to the mine to the left, you pafs under the machinery of the 
pumps, which is fo low as to enforce your attention’in cafe your carriage be any ways 
elevated. : ’ 

Dannemora. This is the mine which may jultly be called the Peru of Sweden : it pro- 
ducés the beft iron, and of that at leaft a tenth part of the produétion of the whole king- 
dom ; it is fituated/in the hamlet of GEufterby. It is far from curious in itfelf as a 
mine, fince it has no galleries, no vaults, nor interior works; but merely a quarry open 
at the top. We fpeak of the great hole into which the curious are wont to defcend, 
and which alone yields twenty thoufand fchippunds, thus divided: two fifths to Leefta, 
two fifths to GEufterby, and one fifth to Gimo. It is the beft iron of this mine, wholly 
monopolized by the Englifh, of which they make their fteel ; it cofts nearly a rix-dollar 
more than other iron. M. de Vergennes, during his embafly to Sweden, contrived to 
fend fome of it to France for fteel manufa€tures, but the importation was not con- 
tinued. From the firft works to the laft, there is.a diftance of a thoufand ells in one 
direGion. Seventy-three openings have been made, but great part of them are clofed, 
either on account of their not yielding ore, or the works being overflowed. 

This mine was worked for the’ firft time in the thirteenth century; but the moft 
authentic monuments refpecting it, are of the date of the fifteenth; its greatelt 


* He has another feat between Upfal and Stockholm, where are many manufcripts, particularly in the 
a has oe x. 
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depth is cizhty Swedifh fathoms ; it fupplies feventeen forges with ivon, and belongs to 
thirteen proprietors; each of the feventeen great forges among which the ore is diftri- 
buted keep a man at the fpot to look to the-fair diftribution of the produce. Themine 
is capable of yielding fixty thoufand fchippunds of ore, but no more than from forty to 
forty-two fchippunds is extracted. The ore yields from fixty to feventy-two per cent., 
the work in the mine is extremely eafy, being nothing but a block of metal; it was in- 
undated in 1693, and twenty years were employed before it could be emptied, and its 
works be refumed. A very confiderable work has even become neceffary on the fide 
of the lake which asts on the pumps, for the prevention of a fimilar accident. This 
undertaking has enabled the miners to begin a new fearch, in which ore has been found 
ata very inconfiderable depth. here are in all four hundred workmen, if the women 
and children be included, who are very numerous in the large hole. Wood was for- 
merly ufed for heating the ore, which cauféd a very great coniumption; at prefent they 
ufe powder alone, as has been the tafe for feven and twenty years; from two hundred 
and ten to two hundred and fifteen quintals are thus annually expended at a coft of 
from to to 11 rix-dollars per quintal. ‘The tribute paid to the crown is a tenth of the 
rough iron ; the ore is blown up every day at a fixed period, to wit, noon, ‘The great 
hole is conftantly full of {moke, unlefs when expelled by a violent wind, when alone 
the bottom can be difcerned from the fummit. There is a ftaircafe but dangerous and 
confequently not ufed ; ‘the.only-mode of defcent in praétice is by buckets; we were 
five minutes and forty feconds in going down; the depth is feventy-eight toifes, there 
is day-light in every part; even in July we met with ice here and found it cold. In 
one corner is a forge for the tools of the workmen} no horfes are employed within the 
mine, but eighty without for daily work : all the buckets are aéted upon by horfes ; 
the wheel that works the pumps is twenty-four ells in diameter; it is the largeft in 
Sweden, and is worked bya very trifling head of water. 

Few years pafs over without fome accident from the falling of ftones; but the rope 
was never known to break ;_ it is related that a girl being in the bucket, the bucket 
ftriking againft a projecting rock was overfet, but the girl’s petticoats fortunately catche 
ing the rock, fhe hung by them till fuch time another bucket was let down to her re- - 
lief; what was however equally extraordinary, the girl had the courage to go down 
again the fame day as if nothing had happened. Since the ufe of gunpowder in the 
mine the workmen have carned more, as being enabled to do more labour; fome have 
even made money and built themfelves fmall houfes. Corn being dear in 1791, the la- 
bourers of the mine infifted upon paying no more than the fourth, inftead of half of 
the market price as vfual, but the proprietors who had a year’s {tock of ore on hand, 
refufing to employ them on fuch conditions they defifted from their demand. 

The following minerals may be obtained at this mine; black and bluith granulated 
ivon ore, fometimes naturally polifhed on the furface ; many varieties of amianthus ; 
mountain leather and mountain cork 5 cryftals of calcareous fpar, pyramidal and hex- 
agonal in drufés ; pale amethyfts; cloudy topazes ; cryftals of white quartz in drufes, 
mofily without prifms; rock garnets, fometimes cryftalized ; rock pebbles, of various 
colours, fometimes in layers; mineral pitch ; and martial pyrkesin cubes. The iron 
o: this mine, the deareit in Sweden, is fhipped at Stockholm, and not at Oregrund, 
where formerly it ufed to be thipped, and the name of which place it has preferved in 
foreign countries. By the fide of the mine are the mineral fprings of Harvick, the fla 
vour and properties of which bear great analogy to the waters of Balaruc. : 

Ciutterby isa quarter of a league from Dannemora; here you may have accommo. 
dation at the inn, which is tolerable, and moderate of charge. This eftate belongs to 
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Meffis.Grill and Pyhl; it did belong to Guftavus Adolphus, who dwelt here, butwish fe- 
veral others was given to the family of Geer, who had rendered the King great fervice : 
the prefent poffeffors bought it for 140,000 rix-dollars, but according to the increafe of 
the value of coin, its worth is about 300,000 rix-dollars; the chateau is handfome and 
well built, of brick and ftone. (notwithftanding the Dutch traveller reports it of wood) ; 
within it has little to recommend it; its neighbourhood is pleafant, particularly for a 
country fo much towards the north. The traveller will do well to vifit this forge, as all 
the different works are carried on atit, whereas at Loefta and Forfmarck no pig iron is 
run. This forge has three hammers, without including one for fteel. and another for: 
iron ; each hammer is capable of working from forty to fifty {chippunds weekly ; what 
is highly fingular, one of thefe continually works more than the other two by from fix 
to feven fchippunds, and notwith{tanding the workmen have been changed, the refult, 
without their being able to account for it, has yet been conftantly the fame. The Wal- 
loon method of working is followed here, becaufe more work is completed. by that 
ethod, and the iron lefs hammered; this practice is requifite at this forge as well as 
Ait of Leefta and Gimo, as all the iron is manufaCtured at thefe three different places,. 
“of which the Englifh make their fteel. Here five thoufand fchippunds are forged ; 
fome years they have, from want of water, been able to forge no more than three thou- 
fand ; fometimes there is alfo a dearth of charcoal; what is bought cofts 32 fchillings, 
if brought by the peafants it cofts from 6 to7 dollars. For iron in bars, 4 lalts per {chip- 
pund is required, of which two for the rough iron of the firft cafting. The charcoal 
for the kilns is much more burnt than that for melting.. The iteel is worked with fea- 
coal, after the Englifh manner, with artificial bellows, Samples of it have been fent to 
France, but they could not vie with the Englifh. The price of nails is, if under five 
inches long, from one to fix dollars the thoufand.. Large nails are fold by the fchip- 
pund, at from 1oto 15 rix-dollars,. according as the heads are more or lefs wrought. 

The water comes from a lake, three-fourths of a mile in length, which formerly was 
a marth. Channels were cut in the neighbouring forefts conneéted with it, in order to 
gather in one place all the rain-water ; in dry years there is but little, as was the cafe 
particularly in 170. It frequently raifes higher than the ground in its neighbourhood, 
which has neceffitated the conftruation of a ftrong dam; fhould this give way, not only 
the forge but the plain as far as Upfal, and a part of the town even, would be over-. 
flowed. In 1751 or 52, only four inches were wanting of its reaching the fummit of the 
dam. The Governor of Upfal perceiving the waters fuddenly rife, came in perfon to 
(Eufterby, to fee if the dam had not given way. By the fide of the Jake is another re- 
fervoir, and two more below this. From the firft to the laft there isa fall of from 
twelve to thirteen ells. The fame water fupplies Loeufta in great meafure. 

All workmen requifite to a colony are found here: the village is compofed of feventy 
houfes, difpofed in four ftreets after the manner of the Dutch; each houfe contains two 
families, and has a little garden; there are one hundred and fifty workmen, and alto- 
gether feven hundred inhabitants. The Walloon colony at CZufterby has preferved a 
confiderable portion of its antient manners: the people compofing it intermarrying 
only among themfelves, and holding the peafantry around in fovereign contempt. In 
1790 they attempted to imitate the people from Liege, but this kind of revolt had no 
confequences. In their contraét there is a ftipulation for wine, and they are paid in 
filver. Their fupport requires fix or feven thoufand tons of corn annually, and as the 
eftate produces no more than from nine hundred to a thoufand, the reft 1s purchafed, 
which occafionsa confiderable expence. In this forge labour ceafes from eight in the 

_morning of Saturday, until four on Sunday evening. The DireCtor’s falary is from five 
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to 600 rix-dollars, he has moreover a dwelling, and like the workmen is furnifhed 
with charcoal and grain at half price. Iron is extracted from the drofs the fame as at 
Suderfors, and as well as at Suderfors they here make bricks of it for building. Their 
grain is dried by a flue, through which the fumes from the furnace are conducted beneath 
fheets imperceptibly bored and inclined the fame as the roof of a houfe; flues for this 
purpofe proceed from the two furnaces belonging to the hammer on the fide. There 
are two chambers of this defcription, each of which dries twenty tons every twenty-four 
hours. They are a contrivance of Mr. Veftroeun, and have been- very generally 
adopted. 

From CEufterby to Bru is half a mile, (it will be neceffary to pre-advife one of the 
clerks belonging to the forge of the time at which you wifh to depart, as there are no 
horfes at Geufterby.) “lo Hokan/bo one mile anda half. his poft-houfe is fome dif 
‘tance out of the great road, on the right; at a quarter of the diftance of this laft ftage, 
there is another road to the right which leads to Forfmarck, a fimilar diftance. ‘Yo - 
Leeufta three quarters of a mile; from the inftant of leaving the road to Forlmarck 
you have nothing but foreft, and will decide which of thefe two forges you will vific 
firft, according to your courfe afterwards being either northward to Gefle, or fouthward 
on return to Stockholm, or to regain the high road to Finland. : ie 

Laufta. The inn is at the extremity of a long ftreet planted with trees; on one fide 
- are the houfes of the work people and perfons employed, on the other, of the depend- 

ants on the caftle, which is of one ftory and pretty enough, but not equally fo, in our 

elteem, with that of GEufterby ;> as-you enter the court on the right hand you find two 
{inall apartments ; upon the gardens are five apartments in fucceffion, among which are 
the faloon and dining-room ;_ the furniture is of a common defcription ; there arefome . 
family pictures, and paintings of Italian monuments. A Cleopatra in tapeltry, much exe 
tolled, which had no charms for us, and which is valuable but on account of the perfon 
from whom it was received by the poffeffor. Among the portraits, that of Charles de 
Geer is diftinguifhable; the firft who came from Holland to Sweden in 1652. He 
was proprietor of the eftates of Finfpongs, Leufta, Gimo, CEufterby, Godegord, and 
Skilberg. On the firft {tory are fome very plain apartments. ‘The gardens are’ hand- 
fome, particularly when confidered they are north of 60° of lat. The library is with- 
out the cattle ; it does not contain more than {even thoufand volumes, among which 
nothing peculiarly valuable, except a folio volume of infeéts and birds, extremely well 
painted in colours. It is a defcription of the cabinet prefented by Charles de Geer, 
Marthal of the Court, to the academy of fciences, where it {till is under the direction 
of M.Sparrman. A manufcript of memoirs to ferve to give light to the hittory of the 
age in which he lived, written by Charles de Geer, with a number of drawings by 
himfelf, alfo a very beautiful work. Round the caftle are feveral pavillions ferving for 
ftables for fixty-four horfes, kitchens, and other offices. A volery, two hot houfes 
containing orange-trees, aloes, coffec-trees, &c. A magazin of fowling-pieces, contain- 
ing at leaft a hundred, with a number of piftols, feveral Runic (ticks, and Lapland fur- 
niture. In avery fmall apartment is a cabinet of natural hiftory. 

The forge is very confiderable, it employs four hammers, each of which capable of 
working fifty {chippunds weekly, when in full play; in the whole they turn out from 
eight to nine thoufand fchippunds at the mpft. The pigs are run in cther forges in the 
neighbourhood belonging likewife to the Baron de Geer. This is done for the fake of 
faving charcoal which is rare at Leeufta. Nothing is made here but bars ; their manner 
of working, the Walloon. The hammers are at a ftand from eight in the. morning of 

T3 Saturday 
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. Saturday until Sunday at midnight. Grain is dried here in the fame manner as at 
Culterby. This village alfo like that forms a colony of itfelf. ; 

In cafe of ftopping but for a few hours at Loeufta, the traveller will do well to retain 
the horfes he brings with him, to take him to the firft poft town, feeing there are none 
at Leeufta, and that he will otherwife have to wait. From Leeufta to Rethibo three 
quarters of a mile; thence to Forfmarck one mile and a quarter ; although the real 
diftance be altogether no more than feven quarters, it is yet the cuitom, upon what ac~ 
count is not known, to exacta quarter of a mile rnore. “On the firtt flage the road be- 

_ gins to be very narrow, and you pats through nothing but forefts. There is accom: 
modation for the traveller at the inn at Fortmarck, where he may lodge. 

Forfinarck. The manfion-houfe at Forfmarck has a more impofing appearance than 
either of the two preceding ;_ it is two ftories high; eleven windows by fix ; a hand- 
fome court and agreeable gardens, which are the more firiking from the wildnefs of 
the road to Forfmarck, from which nothing is to be feen but rocks and woods. The 
iron is not run into pigs here on account of the fcarcity of charcoal; the eftablifhment 
has two hammers, and forges about three thoufand {chippunds. ‘The ore comes from 
Dannemora ; the pig iron from the neighbouring forges and from one in Finland, be- 
longing to Mr. Uggla. There is here a very {mall furnace of the fame thape as thofe 
in which the pigs are run; the drofs is founded here which falls from the pigs when 
under the hammer ; when in train there are eight meltings per week, each yielding 
from three to four lifpunds of iron. ‘The Walloon method is followed here, where 
there {till remains a number of Walloons. All trades requifite to a colony are followed 
here as well as at the other forges, there is likewife a fchool for children. The work 
at the forges finifhes on Saturday at night, and is refumed on Sunday night. They have 
here a machine for drying grain fimilar to thofe at CEufterby and Leeufta: the ware- 
houfes are handfome and well built. The eftate of Forfmarck was fold by Mr. Jen- 
nings to Mr. Uggla twelve years ago, for 100,000 rix dollars, ‘it is now worth up- 
wards of 200,000, The mother of Guftavus Adolphus is faid to have dwelt here- 
Jobannefors is three-eighths of a mile diftant, where there is a fmall hammer for fteel- 
works and one for nails; here alfo axles are made and fprings for carriages. Tire for 
wheels is made at Forfmarck. To make the fteel they ufe Englifh coal which cofts one 
rix-dollar the ton. Here it is that the ore which Mr. Uggla fends to Finland to be 
melted is embarked on a canal, and the pig iron returned thence is unloaded; it is 
very near the fea, which here forms a fmall bay and looks moft like a lake. There are 
here faw and corn-mills, over the corn-mills is a {mall be/videre, whence the fea is dif 
covered, and where the vifitor infcribes his name in a regifter kept for the purpofe. 

From Forfmarck to Norrjicdicka is one mile and a quarter (really one and a_half,} 
near the firft mile poft there is a road to the left which Jeads to Gfuregrund, a fmall 
town and fea port. To Marka is one mile farther, the road fandy, the country well 
wooded ; on the left is diftinguithed the little town of Ofthammer, and fhortly after 
by the fide of a church you leave the road to Upfal on the left. Before you arrive at 
the poft-houfe you keep for fome fhort diftance along the banks of a lake., ‘To Sanda 
one mile and a haif, nothing but woods and fand, and rocks. Half a. mile from. this 
place by the fide of the church isa monument ereGied by Baron Oxenttiern, in memory 
of his wife, who died in 1786, it confifts of a fmall iron column furmounted by an 
urn with an infcription; beyond is the village compofed of one ftreet, with the houfes 
built only on one fide; it is fmall but very well built; on the left you diftinguith the 
feat of Baron Oxenftiern, in a charming {cite near the fea; this eftate, called Harg: 
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has a confiderable forge which employs two hammers. To Harmaby, one mile and 4 
half, fonds and woods and rocks, fo Trofta, one and a half mile; at the beginning 
of this {tase you meet the road from Stockholm to Grifleham, and at length enter a 
more dirett road: this fiage is a bad one, has a number of rifings and defcents in it, 
and affords profpects of nothing but fands and woods and rocks. To Griffelaui three 
quarters of a mile; upon leaving the poit-houfe you crofs a very narrew arm of the 
fea which {tretches decp in fhorc, ina boat (the charge exceedingly faa} Gr 
is badly placed on the map of the roads, it ought te be mors towards the north. 

Here it is that paflengers embark for the ifland of Aland ; the boatmen enipioy ) 
the occafion are regiftered marines ; but as they Jive at their own hoi freque: ily at 
great diftances from the fhore, you have to fend before to give them f-veral hours no- 
tice unlefs you prefer waiting. On embarkation you pay a duty of four fchilings each 
perfon. The paflage over to Ekereu, in the ifland of Aland, is faid to be feven miles, 
for our part we do not think it fix: we were five hours within ten minutes in crofling: we 
have been aflured that the paflage has been made in two hours, but fuch an event mult be 
very uncommon ; the boatshave nodecks; if a fmall boat be taken the chargeistwo rix-Jol- 
lars, if a larger, three, (we advife the latter. ; In the winter time, that is to fay from October 
14, to April 14, the charge is double. Walfa rix-dollar is given to the men to drink. 
Provided you cmbark with the courier on Weduefday or Saturday morning, you crofs 
for atrifle ; the ftipulated fare being hung up in the poft-houfe you cannot be miftaken 
asto what you have to pay. The wort periods to pafs are the beginning of autumn and 
fpring, but particularly the latter. The ifland of Aland as well as thofe before :met with, 
are dependencies of the government of Finland. 4n thefe Fadenbielm notes are current 
(fo called from the perfon by whom they are figned); thefe notes were iflued during 
the war of 1788; they are current in Finland alone, where they are obligatory; there 
was a difcount upon them when exchanged againft thofe of Rikjéns, of from twelve to 
thirteen per cent. and confequently a lois of twenty-five per cent. or thereabouts, when 
exchanged againft bank notes : but, as is juft, thele notes are received by the collectors 
of the taxes, and arc confequently ufed by the Fins for payment of their impoits. It 
has been in contemplation to annihilate them entirely, an object much to be 
defired *. 

From Ekereu to Mardy is feven cighths of a mile. Here you leave your horfes and 
crofs an arm of the fea in an oared boat ; the fea here is about a quarter of a mile 
over; provided you take with you a very light carriage fuch as are generally ufed in 
the country the wheels are not taken off, if not it will be neceffary to take them off, and 
even to have two boats fhould it be heavy and carry much luggage; you arc from twenty 
to twenty-five minutes in crofling. If on foot, on horfeback, or with a light carriage, 
you pay three dollars; four for a carriage with four wheels, and eight for two boats. 
The little ifand of Ekereu is very fandy; has a quantity of foreft and rocky ground, 
fome few corn-fields, and appeared to us tolerably well peopled. The ifland of Aland, 
upon which we landed is about three miles in breadth, from eaft to weft, and fomewhat 
more in length. It is pretty well peopled although it has no towns; is very woody, has 
abundance of rock, but lefs fand than the preceding. In it blocks of red gra:t.2, 
are feen on every fide; it is indented by many arms of the fea which form numerous 
gulphs, and muft neceffarily render a direct communication difficult at certain feafons of 
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* In 1793, the Regent ordered them to be paid. Count M. had iffued a number of forged ones; but 
his property was fequeitrated for the payment of them, him&lf degraded from his rank, and banified the 
kingdom. 
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the. year. Landing on the ifland of Aland you find the pott-houfe of Frebenby» thence 
to Enkarby is one nile and a quarter; to Haraldby one and a quarter; almoit towards 
the end of this Mage you crofs a fmall arm of the fea in a flat boat, the charge is one 
{chilling per each horle, the carriage is not difmounted. ‘To Bomarfand three eighths 
of a mile; at the.firt eighth after pafling a wooden bridge you diftinguith on the right 
the ruinated caftle of Cu/fclbsim, in which the unfortunate Eric XIV. was confined in 
1751. By the fide of it is a {mall building which ferves as a prifon. .At Bomarfund 
you ‘embark for Finland ; if the wind be good it will be advifeable to take boat direct 
for Abo, thus avoiding the inconvenience and lofs of time arifing from repeated em- 
barkations and difembarkations. In this cafe, as you travel through the village of Finby, 
half a mile before you reach Bomarfand, you mutt treat with a boat maftef in order nor 
to have to wait: a boat to Abo cofts five, or at moft fix rix-dollars; the diftance nearly 
fixteen miles and a half. We croffed in fifteen hours, and had not the wind changed 
towards the latter part of our courfe, fhould have completed the paflage in lefs than 
eleven,’ as we had already got fourteen miles on our way in eight hours: with the ex- 
ception of the paflage called Deit nearly three miles broad, you are conftantly fur- 
rounded by iflands, and at hand to take refuge in cafe of contrary winds. Of thefe 
lands, fome are nothing but rocks, others are covered with wood and inhabited. 
Some are more than a league and a half in breadth, fuch as Verto, Kumlinge, and feveral 
others as you approach the coaft of Finland. ‘This inceffantly varying fcene affords a 
fingular profpeét, before you reach Abo, you perceive the little town of Nodendabl. 
If the traveller prefer following the cuftomary road he may confult the book of poft 
roads 3. he wii! however do much better in taking our advice, fo faving both money 
and time. 

Abo, the capital of Finland, is fituated on a fmall river about half a mile from the 
fea; it has a number of ftone houfes, and contains ten thoufand inhabitants. It is 
imagined that the laft-war may pofibly have fomewhat diminifhed this number. At 
the entrance of the channel or river of Abo, on the left, is the old caftle in which the 
unfortunate Eric XIV. was for fome time imprifoned, as well as John II. in 1563. In 
i7qt, this caftle was repaired for quarters for troops; a plan was refolved upon for 
eftablifhing there a third flotiila compofed of a dozen of bomb ketches and about three 
{core gun-boats. ‘Lhey are to be under fhelter; when the caftle is finifhed it will afford 
quarters for one hundred and eighty marines. 

The cathedral is a tolerably large building of great antiquity: it contains the monu- 
ments of a number of noble families buried there; that among others of Catharine 
Man{dotter, Queen of Sweden, married to Eric XIV. who died in Finland in 1612. 
In the fame chapel that of Count de Tott her fon-in-law, and her daughter. Sigrida. 
The organ is the prefent of a citizen of Abo, who thought he hada right to tranfmit his 
likenefs to pofterity, and for that purpofe caufed himfelf to be painted at length in the 
middle of the front. 2 

The univerfity was founded in 1640, during the minority of Chriftina: it contained 
in 1791 three hundred and fifty ftudents: it is regulated in the fame manner as the 
univerfity at Upfal. The library contains ten thoufand volumes; its revenue is no more 
than 120 rix-dollars; it was founded by Count Brahé at the fame time as the univer- 
fity : this library contains nothing particularly curious; we were fhewn a manufcript 
in folio of one thoufand three hundred and forty-one pages, entitled, Minutes of a 
commiffion nominated in 1676, and of the fentence pronounced on’ certain malefaftors and 
magicians, written in the Swedifh language by Andrew Engman, the Notary of the faid 
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with wooden cuts; only two copies are in exiftence; the other is in the library-at Up» 
fal, and is not complete. Dialogus creaturarum moralizatus. ‘The hiftory of the library 
has been written by Henry-Gabriel Porthun, profeffor of Rhetoric. oe 


2 


Cuap. XXUL—From Abo to Peterfburg by Helfing fors, Fredericefhamm, and Wyburg. 


FROM Abo to Pikie, commons, heaths, fome hills, and fome meadows, but of no 
great extent. To Vifta the fame country, a number of windmills. To Handele, an 
interfeGted country, fandy roads, afcents and defcents frequent, woods. ‘The poft-houfe 
is on the left, on an eminence out of the high road. To Hake/taro no change of fcene, 
many hills, the defcent of fome of which bad. Ha/fla, the firlt mile fands, woods, and 
rocks, afcents and defcents in very quick fucceffion, the reft of the road not fo bad, pre- 
{ents fome valleys and meadows. ‘To Swandby, (on this ftage you pay for a quarter of 
a mile more than the real diftance,) fands, rocks, and hills; a quantity of foreft both 
before and after you pafs a bridge : in the middle of the ftage you meet with two roads 
which are the fame; houfes extremely rare. To: Biorfby, fands, rocks, woods, the 
road hilly : at about three quarters of a mile oa this tage you leavé to.the-right a-road 
leading to a newly conftructed fort, and take that through the wood. To Miollbolitadt 
the fame fort of road, many profpects of the fea, ‘and of a feat on the right belonging to 
Mr, Aminoff: the road’ by the fide of a river on which are feveral hammers for iron 3 
the banks of it are well peopled, at length you crofs it, and after paffing the bridge leave 
the road to Ekengs on the right. To Kockis, fands and almoft uninterrupted forefts 5 
this ftage is exceedingly rugged: the poft-houle is on the right out of the high road. 
To Bolftadt the,road better, the country well peopled, and cultivated ; the poft-houfe 
away from the road. To Quis, a far lefs agreeable ftage, frequently {tony, woody, and 
fall of hillocks. To Bombaule, hills, fands, the country well populated and in good 
cultivation. To Helfingfors, fands and mountains. Provided the traveller be not in- 
clined to go to Helfingtors, which is to the right out of the great road, he will proceed 
from Bombceule to Hackfbceule. At almoft all the poft houfes from Abo there are 
accommodations for fleeping, either good or bad: at Helfingfors there are a number of 
inns, the beft is kept by a German. ; ; 

Helfingfors. Notwithftanding this be the refidence of the Commander in chief of 
Finland *, it is a town moft horridly paved, and contains no more than a thoufand in- 
habitants; we may with perfeét truth affirm that we faw as many cows in the ftreets as 
paffengers; but for the fortrefs of Sweabourg itis totally unworthy of being vifited + this 
fortrefs is more than half a mile from the fhore, and is deferving the minute attention of 
the curious traveller. For this purpofe an order from the minifter or the Governor of 
Finland is indifpenfibly neceflary. : 

On one fide of the town is a magazine for the field artillery, which is to confit of 
one hundred and twenty pieces of cannon, many of which are now cafting, and eight 
thoufand mufquets. There are other magazines in Finland. . The officer who conduéted 
us, informed us that there were nearly four hundred pieces of cannon employed in the 
laft war, which, when to one acquainted with the roads and the country, muft appear 
extraordinary indeed. . Twenty-four horfes are required for a twenty-four-pounder, fix 
for a fix-pounder, and for cannon of other dimenfions in proportion. z 

* The houfe occupied ia 1791 by General Klinfporre, is the very fame in which the ledge of Free Ma- 
fons was held of which we {poke in our account ef the confpiracy againit Guflavue IIL, ; at that period it 
was inhabited by General Poffe. : 
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Sweabourg. ‘This fortrefs is compofed of feven {mall iflands or rather rocks, three 
of which are joined to each other by bridges. It requires half an hour to pals from 
Helfingfors over to the principal ifland (Guftafholm), on which the governor’s houfe 
is fituated: No communication between the fortrefs and the town is practicable during 
the-prevalence of a {trong fouth-weft wind. The conftrudtion of this place was begun 
in 1748, and although it’be not yet complete, it is in a perfeQly defenfible condition, 
but would for that purpofe require a garrifon of fix thoufand men. ‘The garrifon in 
July 1791, confilted of three battalions of infantry (levies), and two of marines, making 
together two thonfand men. ‘There was befides a company of artillery, but that was 
in another ifland, where alfo is the arfenal, and magazine for the land forces only. On 
coming from Helfingfors, you leave this ifland on the left. Independent of the garri- 
fon, there are other inhabitants, which, with the wives and children of the foldiers, may 
make the whole population amount to four thoufand. It has neither -fpring nor well, 
but an immenfe refervoir for preferving rain water. The buildings are extenfive and 
well finifhed ; cafemates are fafhioned for five or fix thoufand men, with feveral powder 
magazines, three of which alone are built of brick. (‘The powder cofts His Majefty 
10 yix-dollars the quintal.) ‘There is a complete ftaff here, and all defcriptions of 
workmen requifite toacolony. There are befides common prifons in the citadel. The 
harbour is excellent, being capable of containing fixty fail of the line: large veffels can- 
not enter but by an extremely narrow. channel, commanded by the guns of the fortrels 5 
we faw, exclufive of mortars, one hundred and fifty pieces of cannon, which point upon 
this paffage, and nearly a thoufand pieces altogether, including the land batteries in the 
different forts. Many of the works are cut out of the rock. A very handfome dock. 
is now making, which when finifhed, will be able to-hold fifteen veffels under cover, 
twelve of which for the fake of prefervation, and three at the extremity of the dock for 
repairs, between two fluices. This dock is three hundred and feventy-two Swedith feet 
in length, by one hundred and fifty ja breadth. Another new one is conftruét- 
ing, which will foon be finifhed, and be capable of containing the largeft fhips of the 
line 

This is the firft ftation of the flotilla, Here are xcbecs, frigates, praams, floating 
batteries, gun boats and yawls in dry dock under cover, but no galleys. The number 
of thefe veflels is very confiderable, many of them frigates of thirty-fix guns, and thips 
called Tourma, which carry twenty-four thirty-fix pounders, and are the more tremen- 
dous, from their ports bemg no more than four feet from the water. Thefe contri. . 
buted greatly towards the victory obtained at Svenkfund. We faw fome veflels, which ° 
looked like xebecs, carrying ten guns placed in the’ middle, and which can be turned 
in any direction. On board the galleys the fupply is one hundred broadfides, the fame 
for the yawis and gun boats; thele latter carry from fixty to fixty-four men, in which 
cafe fifty foldiers, eight failors, and fix gunners. The complement of the yawls is 
cighteen men, commanded by a petty officer; they carry one gun of from eighteen to 
twenty-four pounds, fixed in fuch a manner, that the boat recoils upon its being fired 
and net the piece itfelf; in front is a fort of proje€tion, with a platform, from which the 
gun is loaded, after which, the man re-enters the boat. A divifion is generally com. 
pofed of ten gun boats and fix yawls, fometimes more. Colonel Kiercher, commandant 
at Sweabourg, (of whofe civilities we cannot fpeak too high!y,) has contrived a kind of 
bomb ketch, which has not yet been put in fervice. It confifts of a very large vefll, 
the maft of which is made to lower at pleafure ; the mortar is. ftationed near the main. 
matt, in the middle of the veffel; it is couched on a frame of ftrong planks, under 
which is a heap of birch bark of great depth, for the purpofe of diminifhing, by the 
elalticity of the bark, the violence of the recoil, The mortar is calculated to throw a 

hawk: 
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bomb of eighty-eight pounds, befides at the fame time one of forty pounds *. M. de 
Kiercher is employed on the map of Finland. 

Diitributed among the three {tations of the fleet at Sweabourg, Stockholm, and Abo, 
there are one hundred and thirty-three gun boats, fixty-three yawls, forty galleys and 
demi-galleys, about forty fquare built thips, fuch as frigates, xebecs, cutters, &. “At 
Landicrona, a fourth ftation is to be formed, on the plan of that of Abo. For man. 
ning this fleet there are one thoufand two hundred and feventy-five men regiftered, that 
is to fay, eight hundred and twenty-five in Finland, and four hundred and fifty in Swe. 
den: the eight hundred and twenty-five are divided into fourteen compinies, two of 
which, of one hundred men each, for the two colonels at Sweabourg and Abo ; three 
of feventy-five, for the liewtenant-colonel and the two majors at Sweabourg ; and eight 
of fifty, commanded by captains. ‘The four hundred and fifty in Sweden form feven 
companies, four of which of {>venty-five men each, and three of fifty. ‘The companies 
remain the fame in time of war: they are engaged for fix years, receive 5 plottes per 
month, and two pounds of bread per diem. Every three years they have turnifhed 
them a jacket, watftcoat, and three pair of breeches of blue cloth, which cofts 36 {chil- 
lings an ell; two coats and two pair of breeches of coarfe grey cloth ¢, and two wailt- 
coats of coarfe unbleached cloth ¢; three pair of long pantaloons, and three aprons of 
fail-cloth, which coft from 5 to 8 {chillings per ell; three pair of thoes, (1 rix-dollar 
eight {chillings,) and three pair of foles; four fhirts and four pair of woollen ?ockings 
(one with another from 16 to 20 fkillings); two pair of long rolled up hole, ‘which 
cover the thigh; two pair of leathern overalls; a hat (untrimmed 32 fkillings, with 
the band and hoop, &c. 24—1 rix-dollar 8 fchillings); and a hair #iffener for the 

‘neck (16 fchillings). The cloak is given only once in nine years, the knapfack once 
in fix years, and the mufket and bayonet the fame ;6 rix-dollars }. 

At Sweabourg we faw fome fix-pounders, which had as many as forty calibers. Ex- 
periments have been made of cannon to move on a pivot, but without fuccefS. We 
had fome Ruffian pieces fhewn us almoft as long as cannon, the mouths of which were 
ten inches in diameter, and from which they fire thirty three-pounders at a time; they 
will carry from five to fix hundred fathoms ; the Ruflians place two of them on the 

* poop of their Ships. 

There is an eighth ifland, perfeétly contiguous to that in which the fortrefs is fitu- 
ated, whence, in cafe of the enemy getting a ftation, it might be fuccefsfully attacked, 
it is in contemplation to fortify it, which is highly neceffary, for it would be an eafi 
matter to bombard thence, under cover of the rocks. not only the fortrets but the flo- 
tilla inthe harbour alfo. If the engagement of the gth of July had had a different re- 
fult, it was intended that Sweabourg fhould have been attacked, and from this ifland 
was it they meant it fhould be bombarded. The Ruflians are in pofleffion of very “exact 
plans of this fortrefs, given them by the traitor Springporten t. 

‘The principal court of the fortrefs is regular and handfome: at the bottom is the 
governor’s houfe, well furnifhed, nay much better than could be looked for on a rock 
in the middle of the fea. Inthe court is a tomb elevated fome few fteps; it is that of 
Mr. Ehrenfvard, the governor of the place, who formed the plan of the fortrefs. In 


* At the map and chart office at Stockholm, fome very handfome charts of the Baltic and the Galph 
of Finland, by Vice- Admiral Nordenanker, may be procured. There were feven publifhed in «791, whi 
number is to be made up ten: they are reported to be minutely correct, and coft but 24 fillings cach. 
There are aifo three charts of 'ake Wener. 

t+ Of hemp or flax. 5 

~ We have been aflured even at Peterfourg that the Ruffians had friends in the fortrefs, upon whom 
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the governor’s houfe, which formerly was the hofpital, he is painted extremely well in 
crayons, cn cloth. ‘The picture of him was taken by Mr. Sjceuftiernal, a Swedith of- 
ficer, wounded at the battle of Hoglands, this officer ferved in France during the Ame- 
rican war, (at that time we had nearly fifty in our navy; twenty-eight of whom re- 
turned to their own country, all of them. remunerated with the Order of Merit.) 
fortrefs, of the greateft confequence, deferves the full attention of the traveller. 
From Helfingfors to Hackfboeule the roads are tolerably good, few mountains, fome 
fands. Qn leavirig the town, you cro{s two fma!l arms of the fea over bridges. At the 
middle of the flage you Ivave on the left the great road, quitted on the way to Helfing. 














fors. This fame road Jeads to Tavaltehus, and into the Savolax. On the left you difcern 
a large plain; frequently rocks and fome woods. At Sibbo, a tolerably handfome poft- 


houie, an abundance of wood; the country conftantly full of rocks, but pretty well 
~culdvated ; fome few fands. Half a mile from the poft-houfe, on the right hand, on 
the road, is a {mall glafs-houfe; it employs but five hands, and has but one furnace 
with five openings: the firlt earth is brought from Stralfund, and cofts 12 {chillings 
per nine pounds Swedifh weight: here glafies of alt defcriptions are made, and plate 
“glafs; the largeft plates are forty-fix French inches by twenty-four to twenty-five. We 
did not confider them of very good colour. This glafs-houfe is called Mariendabl: 
there are three others in Finland, one at Biorneborg, one at Uleaborg, and the third 
at'Tavaitehus ; the laft is the moft confiderable.. The poft-houfe at Sibbo is on the left 
out of the road; here you may fleep.—To Vokgfi, fome thort but very rapid afcents, 
woods, and rocks. On leaving the poft-houfe, you pafs a road on the left, which leads: 
to St. Michael. ‘The poft-houfe of Vekofki is on the left, out of the road. Before’ 
you reach it, you crofs a bridge over a fmall river.—Yo Borgo, the road hilly, the 
country covered with wood At the entrance of Borgo, you crofs the river over a 
bridge. This town is very badly paved, and very dirty. Here it was that, for the 
firft time, we were afked for our paflport, the judge of its value an innkeeper. At 
Louifa, upon our leaving the town, it was cnquired for again.—To Ibis this ftage is 
fimilar to the two preceding. —To Perno, the road ftill very mountainous; rocks and 
foreft on either fide. Between Forbi and Perno isa very high caufeway, in.a wood,. 
between two precipices: in cate of travelling this way by night, the greateft care will 
be requilite —-To Forfby; here is a furnace and two hammers.—To' Loui/a ; on this 
flage you difcern blocks of granite on each fide throughout the whole diftance. 

Louija has no gates; it is a frightful town, fituated in a fimall {pace between the 
mountzins and the fea; its garrifon confifted of one battalion of infantry, of the regi-- 
ment of Stakelberg, and one company of artillery. ‘The beft thing about the town is, 

it is not paved; you coniequently may traverfe it without being jolted to death: there 
is a uttle fort a mile out at fea ; it is not of great confequence, yet fhould we have vifited 
it but for the incivility of General Stakelberg, governor of Louifa, to whom we not- 
withftanding carried a letter of recommendation : fortunately the only inftance of rude 
ne{s we noticed in Sweden from perfors in office was at our leaving the kingdom.—To 
Tesjeu; a fimilar ftage to the preceding one, rocks, woods, and blocks of granite.—To 
Pyitis; at half a wile on this ilage is the Swedifh cuftom-houfe ; afterwards a corps de 
garde, confifling of an officer and thirty men, who are relieved every four months: 
here you fhew your paffport; beyond is a bridge over an arm of the Kymen, and a 
litle farther a poft on the left, which indicates you are fifty werfts from Fredericlhamm. 
‘This is the boundary of the two ftates. A little before you come hither is a {mall paf- 
fage over a rock, very fhort, it istrue, but very bad. Before the end of the flage, at 
the extremity of a bridge, isa chevaux de frizé; there is the Ruffian cuftom-houfe:. you 
yet thew your Swedith pafiport ; by giving a 12 {killing note you avoid being juntuiaged,: 
nrorice 
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’ provided your luggage be not very confiderable ; in cafe, however, of appearing loaded, 


the examination is fometimes rigorous; the road refembles that of. the preceding 
flage. : 

The diftances hence are meafured by werfts; the charge is two kapees per horfe per 
werft ; the werfts are marked on pofts, defcribing the diftance paffed and that to go; 
you pay before hand, and.need give nothing to the poftillion. Provided you choofe to 
be thus liberaJ, give what you mean to the man himfelf, and not the under officer of 
the poft-houfe in reckoning with him, for in fuch cafe the poftillion would get nothing. 
A piece of 5 kopees perfectly contents him. To Suftola, in the middle of the fage, is 
a wretched’ wooden bridge, and two others towards the end. ‘lo Fredericfhamm; at 
the fourth werft is a bridge over the Kymen, where is a fine cafcade, which is worth 
ftopping to fee. ‘The moft favourable profpect of it is from the road itfelf, about two 
or three hundred paces beyond the bridge, The two lait ftages are extremely fatiguing ; 
the road crooked, almoft continually over rocks, with many afcents and defcents ; woods 
and blocks of granite on each fide the road *. After leaving Suttola we paifed through 
two regiments encamped. The Prince of Naffau inhabited a houfe nearly upon the 
high road. Part of the fleet was at Svenkfund, for the protection of-the works begun 
there. i " ; 

Frederifbamm, a fmall unpaved town, regular enough, but thinly peopled ; its forti- 
fications towards the land are very infignificzht, nor has it any thing whatever deferving 
notice: you will lodge at the Swedifh widows, but mult bargain before hand, or expect 
to be handfomely fleeced. Your paflport will be required as well on entering as leaving 
the town; and here you may begin to fhew, in lieu of the Swedith paffport, that with 
which you are provided from the Ruffian minifter in Stockholm. 

From Fredericfhamm to Wyburg is one hundred and ten werfts.—To Kokena, rocky 
and woody.—To Peterlax, Hurpolava, Wilajok, Serviok, roads of the fame defcription, . 
except on the laft ftage, which is fandy and bad.—To Wyburg, bad enough: in order. 
to avoid a number of gulphs, you are obliged to make a long circuit to reach Wyburg : 
a little before you arrive thither, you pafs’‘two arms of the fea, over two long and ex.” 
ceedingly tirefome bridges ; they-are made of trunks of trees, both round and fquare, 
ranged alongfide of each other without any nicety: very near the city you crofs a 
third bridge, afterwards an exceedingly long jetty, which terminates the third en- 
clofure, . 

Wybourg, the capital of the government which comprehends all that part of Finland 
belonging to Ruflia, was burnt in 1793. ‘There were then a number of brick houfes 
whitened over: trade is fomewhat brifk, a number of deals being fhipped-hence; its 
fortifications are in a good ftate; by afking permiffion of the governor, you may be per- 
mitted to vifit them with an officer: there is here conftantly a very refpe€table garrifon. 
We were fubjeé& to much formality before we reached our inn: our paffport was en- 
quired for as well on our entrance as our departure. 

From Wyburg to Peterfburg is one hundred and forty werfts.—To Kamarie few af- 
cents, but. only rocks, and the roads made by trees laid acrofs.—T'o Refvaja much fand : 
the road appears not to be finifhed ; almoft all the werfts on this road have been taken 
away.—Yo Pampola a very ftony road ; at five werfts is a village, after pafling through 


* We noticed that the blocks of granite in Finland were much lefs hard and mote friable than thofe in 
the interior of Sweden; ariling, according to feveral naturaliils, from there being two different defcriptions 
of granite. May it not likewife proceed from the thores ef the Baltic having been left by the water at a 
later period than the interior, whence the blocks have neceffarily become more hard and moje perfeétly 
formed? An opinion adopted by a number of Swedifh authors, whe affirm that the Baltic diminithes in 
height forty-five inches nearly in every century. 
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which you have for fome time a-very pleafing view of a lake.—To Lindova the fame 
bad road.—To Bellofreva the fame or worle: in this ftage you pafs the little river 
Sgfra over a bridge, on the fide of which is a poft, which indicates the commencement 
of the government of Peterfburg. The poft-mafter at Bieloioftrow obliged us to take , 
an additional horfe, without giving us any reafon whcreforé, but that it was his will. 
The poft-houfe is on the right, out of the high road, and is by much the neateftof all 
upon the road.—To Dranitzuiko/ti the road very bad and out of repair, full of holes, 
roots, and trunks of trees ; fo that you are obliged to go flow for werfts together, un- 
lefs you would rik your carriage being broke to pieces. —-To Peterfburg the road not 
fo bad, yet far from good ; this whole ftage is paid double. 

After pafling Wyburg the country ‘is much better cultivated than that which is tra- 
verfed to reach it. Between Fredericfham and Wyburg you meet with a number of 
~ redoubts, conftru@ted during the laft war; from before you reach Borgo, you pafs over 
a part of the theatre of the war. The country is but little wafted, much lefs in Ruflia 
than in Sweden, owing to the different manner in which the two nations make war. 
Soon as you enter Ruffian Finland you perceive a vifible change; the country is lefs 
peopled, worfe cultivated; the villages become exceedingly rare, and nothing but mi- 
fery is feen: if Frediricfham and Wyburg be excepted, not a poft-houfe is there to be 
found which has the flighteft accommodation, .no bed, no furniture, and abfolutely no- 
thing whatever to eat ; frequently even there is nothing but a ftable, which fcarcely fhel- 
ters the hhorfes from the weather. In many houfes we faw nothing but a naked bed- 
ftead, the fame as that at a corps de garde, a table, and fome wretched chairs, The 
inhabitants appeared in an abfolute ftate of deftitution, the peafants clothed in rags; in 
fuch a pi€ture do we fee the effeéts of a government fo different to that of Sweden. 
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ITINERARY or SWEDEN. 
From Helfinburg to Carlfcroon. 


Stages. Swedith miles. Stages. Swedith miles. 
From Helfinburg to Aftorp, 13 | : Brought forward, 133 
To Obu, - - 1z| | ¢ To Norye, - ig 
Blekmufa, - uy] § Carlfhamm, a city, 2 
is Tyringuen, - 2 | 2 Hogbu, - 2 
8 Voeninguen, - 14 ue Runneby, - i hag 
rs Vanberga, “ 18 Skilinguen, - ak 
Chriftianftadt, a city, - 12 l Carlfcroon, a city, if 
Felkinguen, - 1 — 
L Goeudderid, - ii 23% 


Carried forward, 


- 
Lvs) 
ee 


VOL. VI. 4c : Route 


wa 
wa 
bd 


Smaland. Blckingen. 
On 
cl 
o 


cm 


Smaland. 
cH 


To 


Weftrogothia. 
So eee 


Skaraborg. 
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Route from Carlferoon to Gottenburg. 





Stages, Swedihh miles, 
Skilinguen, - 1 
Runneby, - res 
Skiceurgen, - 13 
Diuramola, - 1: 
Quarnamola, - uh 
Urofa, - ii 
Inguelftadt, - of 
Vixicen *, a city, = it 

Tr 

urs, - 14 
Heeficeu, - I 

Torp or Nedeflet, - 13 
Bor, - - 2 

Carried forward, 63 


Smaland. 


Weltgothia. 


| 





no 


From Gattenburg to Stockholm. 


Kunghelf, (at the poft- i : 
houfe,) - tt 


Kitifhill, - 1k 
Marftrand, (by fea, a a u 
at Fryber’s, ) - 
Kiufhill, (by fea,) 1k 
Kunghelf, - 2 
He, - - is 
Beck, - $ 
Holm, - wn 
Salm, . 3 
Stroeum, - 14 


ap ts 
‘Wenerfburg, (a city, at the) |, 
poft-houfe,) A } ig 








13% 
Borfted, - be 
Greftorp, . 1s 
Yang, - 1+ 
Melbu, - i 
Halangen, - 25 
Embaka, - ras 
Biceurfetter, - 2 
Hafsletroeur, - 2 
Hofva, - * ak 
“Carried forward, 15. 


Nericia. 


Goy. of Stockholm. Sudermania.Weftm. 


Stages. Swedifh miles, 
Brought forward, 6k 
Jo Vernumo, - ; 
Brearud, - 2k 
Olmeftadt, - I 
Giflaved, - 1} 
Gronhault, - rh 
Yofstorp, - ye 
Svenliounga, - lz 
Hounarud, - ii 
Skone, - if 
Biceurlanda, - 1i 
Landwetter, - 2} 
Gottenburg f, a city, we 
25% 
Brought forward, 15 
Yo Bodarné, - 2k 
Werftorp, - 2 
Blackftadtd, ” 2 
Mofes, - 1 
Curebro, (a city,) 1 
Glandfham, - ies 
Fellingfbro, - 13 
Arboga, - uk 
Kendfoeur, - Wy 
Smedbu, - 12 
Lund, - 1G 
Ticelftadt, - 1 
Ekefog, -. I 
Malmby, - 134 
Lagatrock, - 1} 
Kumla, ” rk 
Sceurdertelje, - bas 
Fidia, - 2 
Stockholm, - iy 
43% 


* Atthe poft-houfe; but as it is kept by three mafters, who each take their week, if it happen to be that 
of Mr. Groeme, care fhould be taken not to become his dupe. 


+ At the poft-houfe you will meet with indifferent accommodation ; 


Mullers. 


much better but dearer at the Mifs 
From 


To 


Weftmania. Upland. 


| 


on 


Dalecarl Wellman, 


Dalecarl. 


Geftricia. 


eo 


Upland. 
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From Stockholm to Fablun, and return by Upfal. 


Stages. Swedith miles. 


Barkarbu, - 

Tible, - 

Gran, =. 

Tunalund, - 

Vonficeu, - 

Carlbu, - 

Torna, 

Sabla, ‘a at at the poft- 
houfe, 











Brodbo, 
Vegarne, 


Afveftadt, a city, at the 
poft-houfe, 


- 


4 


win 


| 
| 
= 
i 


Dalecarl, 


Dalecarl. 





Return from Fablun to Stockholm by Gefle, Suderfors. 


Strand, - 2 

Upbo, - 1 
Smedbu, - I 

Rorfhyttan, iz 
Sarftad, at the poft-houfe, 23 
Afen, - 1g 
Hogbo, - 1 eu 
Beck, - i 


Gefle,(city) at a merchant’s 
in the church fquare, 








tn 
v 
Ble 
FS 


Elifscarleby, - 25 
Meéhédé, 1 
Suderfors, - 1z 

5e 


Upland. 


Upland. 





Stages, Swedifh miles. 

To Grodeu, 15 
Sceter, a city at the poll. a 

houfe, - 

33 

Naglarby, ii 

Fahlun, a city, on the at 

great fquare, » 

33 

To Yfre, . 2i 
Lobu, - 2 

Hogfta, ri 

Uplial city, (at Hodbergs) uk 

7% 

Malma, . 1k 

Ofbu, - Iz 

Haufbu, - rz 

Rolebro, - 1E 
Stockholm, : 2 

vk: 
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Sudermania. 


Upland. 


> Swedifh Finland. 


| To Fitia, 


From Upfal to Abo by Dennemora, Lafta, Forfmarck, and the ijle of Aland. 
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From Stockholm to Upfal by Gripfbolm, Ejkiftuna, and Wefteros. 


Stages. 


Sceudertelje, (city) 
Kumla, - 
Gripfholm, - 
Oker, (no inn) - 
Mahnbu, - 
¥Fkefog, - 
Tiulftadt, 


Efkilftuna, (a city) at t the 


poft-houfe, 


Carried forward, 


Hutby, . 
Anderfbu, - 
Dannemora, 

Ofterbu, i 

Bru, - 
Hokanfbo, + 
Leefta, - 
Retnibo, - 
Forfmarck, ‘ 


Norfiodicka, (it is 14 wee 


Marka, “ 
Sanda, - 
Harmafbu, - 
Trofta, 
Griflehamm, ° 


Carried forward, 


- 





: 
2. | 





riod 
wm 1 -& 
if & 
vig 
PSs 
1 
nl 
; | 


Upland. 


12} 


bY 


ahs Fin Be dhe bho) = oe “Bose iw 


— ene SRS 
el 





Tfle of Aland. 


i oo) 


Ale Me of 


“ae: 


Swedith mites. f° ~ 


| 
| 


f 


{ 


Stages. 
Brought kde 


To Smedbu, 


Kolbeck, oa 


_ Skantzen, e 


Skultuna, . - 
Weiteros, - 
Niquarn, : ‘7 
Enkoping, - 
Liflena, - 
Sefva, - 
Upfal, - 


Brought forward, 


fix) 
Marbu, 
Fredenbu,.by a, : 
Enkarbu, - 
Haraldfba, - 
Bomarfund, * 
Abo, (by fea) near the 
great fquare, 


From Abo to the frontiers of Sweden. 


Pikie - 
Velta, ée 
Handela, ‘ 
‘Hakeftaro, ‘. 
Harla, « 
Svandby, . 
Biorfbu, 7 
Miotbolftadt, - 
Kackis, 
Bolftade - 
Quis, 7 


Bombeeule, 


Helfingfors, (a city) at the 


German ian, 


iz 








1} 
ls 
13 ‘ 
3 
1 S 
a 
2 r=] 
13] 
2/3 
24% 
13).2 
aw 
Az 
2 





~~ 


ef 


Brought forward, 


( To Haefbccule - 


oe 





fom 


; Forfbu, 


Sibbo, - 
Vokotki, - 
Borgo, (tow) 
Ifhu, : 


Perno, 
Louis, (a town) 
Jeficeu, is 


Pyttis, - 


Swedifh miles, 


122 
ou 
2 


newb 
of~ wie ete be 





To Ekerceu, (by fea it is not i 7 


i 16% 


224 
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Fram Abo to the frontiers of Sweden—continued. 














Stages. Werlts. 3 Stages. Werlts. 
To Suttola, - 22 | Brought forward, 197 
Fredericfhamm, at a Swedith a2} Lo Pampola - 19 
widow’s, - 9 ' Lindova, . 20 
Kokena, . 16 | Bellofiraw, : 18 
Peterlax, - 18 Dranitzuikofki, 2 16 
Hurpolava, - 16 | Peteriburg, at the London 
Vilajok, - 43 hotel near the. Admiralty, ae 
Serviok, - 27 | and alfo the Spanith 5 
‘Wypburg, (at a Pole’s 20 hoteh = 
Kamaré, - 22 
Rofvoia, - 20 295 
{ — 
Carried forward, 197 | 
Obfervations. 


_ Helfinburg contains at moft but one thoufand two hundred inhabitants ; in any other 
country ic would be confidered merely a village : it has neither fortifications nor port = 
its jetty of ftone, but bad; on leaving it you afcend a fteep mountain. The roads ex~ 
cellent as far as Chriftianftadt. Before you arrive at this city you crofs. the river Hel- 
gea over a number of bridges. Chriftianftadt is built pretty regularly of wood, is badly 
paved, of inconfiderable fize, but fortified: fince the revolution of 1772 it has been 
famous. ‘fhe King’s regiment is here in garrifon. Is celebrated for its fkin gloves: 
Between Goeudderid and Norye you leave Scania to enter Blekingen. Between Norye 
and Carl/bam is a fmall but very pretty cafcade. Carlfham is a {mall town badly paved ; 
its ftreets are large and regular, its houfes of wood. In the very village itfelf ot Runneby 
there is a cafcade, and one, more confiderable, half a mile further. 

Carlfcroon is a city which comprized fifteen thoufand inhabitants before the fire of 
1790: this deftroyed more than three-fourths of it. Great difpatch is ufed in its re-edifi- 
cation : a confiderable part is founded on the rock; the royal marine eftablifhment 
being divided from the city by a very thick wall fuffered no‘injury, The traveller 
fhould fee the new dock, it is an admirable work ; but we may fafely afirm, from con- 
templation of the finances of Sweden, and the little value of the undertaking, that it 
will never be completed. The port is well defended: the fortifications on the land 
fide are of no value; but the nature of {he pofition, furrounded almoft on every fide 
by the fea, makes it difficult of approach. - . 

You return from Carlfcroon by the fame road you came, as far as Runneby; half 
a mile beyond which village you take the right hand road. There is another way by 
Killerid, but it is longer-and not fo pleafant. Betweeen Skiceurgue and Diuramola. 
you leave Blekingen and enter Smaland, a wild and mountainous province; lakes, 
firs: the road excellent. : 

At Quarnamola You may bargain with the poftillions to take you acrofs the country 
to Vexiccu. By-this means you fave two ftages, and a good length of time. If you 
prefer continuing with the fame horfes, the poftillion from Urfa will take you to 
Vexiceu, without flopping at Inguel/adt. Vexieu is the capital of Smaland, and the 
only city between Carlferoon and Gottenburg : notwithftanding the refidence of the 
Governor and Bifhop, it is but an infignificant place. It is fituated near a lake; one 

~ at. fireet: 
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Ttreet is lined with trees, but all are not, as reported by fome travellers; no doubt fron 
hearfay. 

Beyond Vexiveu, a continuation of woods and mountains. At Qurs you may take 
the road to Ionkceuping ; although fomewhat longer it is better, and goes through fome 
towns. After pafling Hoeuficeu there are a number of flopes dangerous for a heavy 

carriage. ‘The poft-houfe at Bor is out of the high road: this is very often the cafe. 
As you leave Vernumo you pals over a bridge, at which you pay 2 fous per wheel; af- 
terwards crofs the high road from Helfinburg to Stockholm. On this ftage nothing 
but heath and fands. The fair of Vername is famous in the country; the ftalls are 
kept coninuaily ftanding according to the ufage of the Swedes. Beyond Gronbult ex- 
tenfive forelts, As you leave Svenliourga you muft take the left hand road ; that on 
the right leads to Boros: little or no cultivation. The four laft ftages are the worft on the 
whole road; on the laft a fteep hill: the road is cut through the rock 3 the wheels 
will frequently want locking. .We travelled over the whole of this road, between the 
acth and soth of December, on our wheels, and a very heavy and greatly loaded car. 
riage; but we advife no body to follow our example, as we confider it a-miracle that we 
were not dafhed to pieces from the fteep and winding defcents we had to go down-on, 
the road and the ground being frozen. Before you reach Landwetier you enter the 
government of Gottenburg, or Weltrogothia. : 

Gottenburg. Previous to arriving at this city you pafs a cuftom-houfe; but it is 
eafy to prevail on the fearchers to vifit your luggage at the inn, where the ufual fee 
(from 20 to 24 fchillings) will fave all trouble. It isa very haudfome city, bearing 
much refemblance to a Dutch town: it contains from fifteen to fixteen thoufand fa- 
milies ; and is the fecond city in the kingdom. It carries ona very confiderable trade ; 
but few of the houfes are of brick, The Governor and Bithop refide here. 

This is not the fhorteft road, but that we took in order to fee Marftrand and the 

-cataracts of Trolhocutta. Before you come to Kunghelf you pafs the caftle of Bohus, very 
ftrong from its pofition on a rock. Near it you pafs two arms of the river Geeutha, 
without unharnefling, and at a very moderate rate. . Kunghelf was formerly a place of 
fome confideration, of none at prefent. We left our carriage here and took a fledge, 
on account of our having to return hither. From Kiufhill we walked over the rocks 
and ftones to the fea fhore, where we found a lonely houfe, at which our paflports were 
examined (this is an abfolute requifite upon going to, as well as.on returning from 
Marftrand,) each time you give the clerk 8 fchillings. Marfrand is remarkable only 
on account of its herring-fifhery ; it is a free port, but little frequented from its diffi- 
cult accefs : there is there a caftle which ferves asa prifon as well as a means of defence. 
Upon our return by the fame road to Kunghelf we continued our journey : the coit of 
a boat to take you to Marftrand, remaining there a day and bringing you back, is from 
2to 3 rix-dollars: you. make your bargain beforehand at Kiufhill. At Strom you 
leave your own carriage and take one peculiar to the country, or a fledge, according to 
the feafon to vifit the cataraéts of Trolhceutta, exceedingly curious, and perhaps the moft 
picturefque in nature. Wenerfburg, on lake Wener,.is the largeft in Sweden: here 
it is that a fair is held for the fale of the iron brought from Vermuland, and where it is 
taxed by a commiflary of the crown ; after which it is forwarded to Gottenburg, and 
thence exported. : 

Beyond Borfted you enter the province of Skarabarg. 

Between Melby and Kalangen you pals through the fmall city of Lidkauping (over 
the great {quare) by the fide of lake Wener.—Between Biceurfetter and Heflelroeur 
the {mall city of Mariefadt on the fame lake. Thefe two cities are not fiages. Be- 
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ond Hofva you enter Nericia: the cuftom-officers not ftri&. CEurebro and Arboga, 
notwithftanding they be capital towns, are nothing great : before you arrive at the lat: 
ter you enter Weftmania. ‘This route is full of forges and mines, all the way from 
Marieftadt : near Arboga is a canal acrofs the high road. — Kong/zur. At this place, 


the extremity of lake Mceler, is the King’s ftud : nothing extraordinary. Torfballa, a 


{mall town near Smedby: you do not change horfes here. There are here fome 
charming {mall cafcades, vifible from the bridge. 

At Kumla you enter the government of Stockholm. The whole of this road is beau-’ 
tiful, and extremely curious, provided you turn afide occafionally, as is defcribed with 
minutenefs in the work. Neither the fuburbs nor the neighbourhood of Stockholm » 
denote a capital city : you pals through the fouthern fuburbs, extremely long and tire. 
fome. ‘The cuftom-oflicers were to us rather ftri&t, refufing to come to examine the 
trunks at our lodgings. : ; 

At Stockholm you mutt go to fee the caftle, the arfenal, the port, the exchange, 
the opera-houfe, the nobles-houfe, the church of Ridderholm, for which refer to the 
work. There are no good hotels at Stockholm; the beft plan of a traveller is to 
take furnithed lodgings: for 2 or at moft 3 rix-dollars per month he will be tolerably 
accommodated, and in a good quarter of the town. 

Half a mile before you arrive at Tible you crofs in a very convenient ‘flat bottomed 
boat, and for a mere trifle, the river which feparates the government of Stockholm 
from that of Upfal; it is broad, and fhortly afterwards empties itfelf into a lake which 
communicates with lake Mceler. On this ftage there are many pleafing profpects. 
As far as Gran many afcents and defcents. — Tunland; here you meet with no more 
waggons with four wheels at the poft-houfes. Before you come to Vonficeu you pafs 
the river which feparates Upland from Weftmania. Some parts of this road did not 
appear to us fo well attended to as ufual; but we muft obferve that when we travelled 
it thawed : it is not however any ways dangerous, or really bad, nor fhould we have. 
made the remark in any other country.— Sabla, {mall city: here is a famous filver- 
mine, the works of which are admirable. ° 

The third ftage is rather bad} towards the middle of it you enter Dalecarlia. — 
Afveftad; here you fhould make a {top to fee the refinery of copper, and all its depend- 
ant opetations. In its neighbourhood is the brafs manufa@tory of Biurfors. Upon 
leaving Afvefadt you pafs the Dahl on a floating bridge ; and again after leaving Gro- 
deu in a flat bottomed boat without unharneffing, and at a very moderate rate, This is 
the largeft river in Sweden. : 

Seter, a very fmall town, has a mine of iron in its vicinity. On this ftage you pafs 
by the fide of the fmall city of Hedemora. A powder-mill. 

At half a mile from Naglarby you crofg the Dahl again in a flat bottomed boat with 
oars; the fare very. moderate. A little afterwards on the right you difcern the road 
leading to the houfe in which Guftavus Vafa was concealed. ‘The laft mile before you 
come to.Fahlun is full of hills, many of which very fteep. . 

Fahlun, the capital of Dalecarlia. Here is. the famous copper méne with all its 
appurtenances, ; 

‘There is a fhorter road, but it is not paffable unlefs in the fummer, or with a fledge. 

On leaving Fahlun you return by the fame road; the poft houfe at Upde is only half 
a mile from Scetes, on the other fide of the river. On the third ftage you pals the 
Dahl twice on floating bridges. On this road you fee a number of forelts and forges. 
Between Rofhytan and Sarftad you enter Geftricia, 

6 


Gefle 
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_Gefle is a finall town, the export trade of which is confiderable ; its fituation on the 
‘gulph of Bothnia is very advantageous. The tafcade of Elfscarleby deferves to be feen. 
Itis three quarters of a mile from the poft houfe; you mutt leave your carriage on the 
high road to walk to the river. Suderfors is a confiderable anchor forge, belonging to 
Mr. Grill; the traveller will do well to give it attention, of which it is highly deferving., 
After halfa mile you refume the high road which you left to vifit Suderfors, If the 
crofs road be excepted, the whole of this route is by excellent roads. Upfal, a city of 
_ RO great confequence, which however contains-a number of objects deferving the tra- 

veller’s notice. You mutt turn out of the high road to vifit Adora/tein, the ftone on 
which anciently the Kings of Sweden were crowned, it is a mile from Upfal. Although 
nothing in itfelf, as it will lengthen your road by no more than three quarters of a mile, 
you fhould not mifs the opportunity of feeing this hiftorical monument of the country, 

From Stockholm to Upfal, by Gripfholm, Efkilfluna, and Welteros; on leaving 
Stockholm you pay a dollar (of copper) per horfe extraordinary. At Sceurdetelje you 
join the great road from Hellfinburg through Norkiceuping. 

The caftle of Griptholm, and the fpirit diftillery, deferve to be feen. Oken, a hand. 
fome cannon foundry. Near Oken is the fmall town of Strengnees, here’ there is nio- 
thing to be feen. H/4i/funa is an agreeably fituated town; curious on account of its 
number of artificers in iron in every line. “ At the fecond {tage you crofs lake Meeler 
and enter Weftmania. You pafs by the ancient royal caftle of Strom/bolm, which pof- 
fefles nothing curious. At Skautzen you will fee the canal of Stromfholm, a handfome 
work, Skultuna,a brafs manufactory. Te/feros; an ancient town whence a quantity of 
iron is fhipped for lake Mceler. Enkiceuping, a {mall and ugly town. The whole of- 
this road is excellent, with the exception of the two ftages before Wefteros, which are 
ftony and jolting. ‘There are a number of very inconvenient gates. 

Dannemora, Here is the richeft iron mine in Sweden; it is however but little curi- 
ous with refpect to its works. £/erby has a very handfome forge, which in cafe of 
hurry will prevent the neceflity of examining the works of others, asall the branches of 
forging are carried on at this, ‘The fla, a very confiderable forge: they do not run 
fows here: the gardens of Baron de Geer, confidering their pofition, north of 60° are 
handfome. Forfmarck, a fine forge, and handfome manfion. The flage from Har- 
mafby is not pleafant, but extremely hilly, a woody, rocky country. Provided you be 
not difpofed to ftop at Griflehamm, you muft advife the failors beforehand. The fares 
are fixed for the. boats according to the feafon of the year. You crofs the whole length 
of the ifland of Aland, dependant on the government of Finland; although the ifland 
have no towns it is yet tolerably well peopled. If you with to take the cuftomary route 
you muft confult the poft road book: if the weather be fine it will be advifable to pro- 
ceed direétly to Abo. 

Abo, the capital of Finland: this city has ten thoufand inhabitants; it contains nothing 
peculiarly interefting : the univerfity is no great matter. : ; 

As far as Bolftadt the country is much interfeGted by woods, rocks, fands, and heaths: 
the roads are frequently ftony and tirefome, before your each Kackis you catch here and 
there a glimpfe of the fea. At Bol/fadt the road begins to mend, the country to be 
better peopled, and in higher cultivation. The ftage from Quis-not fo pleafant. 

Helfingfors isa wretched town, but worth turning afide to vifit on account of the for 
, trefs of Sweaborg, a fhort league from fhore. 

Borgo, a very imall and very ugly town. : 

Louife, jaft fuch another town as the laft mentioned ; the lat in Sweden. It is not 
paved, nor has it any gates. There is a battalion in garrifon here, and fome artillery. 
es : Its 
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Its fituation between a mountain and the fea is very difagreeable. Whus far you meet 
with accommodations at the different ftages to fleep, either good or bad. Between Sef- : 
fieu and Pyttis you leave Sweden and enter the Ruffian empire: here you have to 
fhow your paffport. The whole of Finland is ftony, and the roads in either a great or 
fmaller degree fatiguing. 

In Ruffia you reckon by werfts; the horfes are paid for at the rate’ of 2 kopees per 
werft; the poftillion makes no claim; the charge of the ftage is paid for beforehand. 
It is abfolutely requifite you fhould take copper money with you, or expeét to lofe upon 
‘ducats, which are the only coin you can take inta Ruffia, at leaft the only one known 
by the poft-matters. : 

Fredericfhamm is a fmall town, has nothing worth notice. Wyburg is rather a pretty. 
town, the capital of the government; it is tolerably well fortified, and the garrifon is 
confiderable; it is a place of great trade; your paffports are examined both on entering 
the town and leaving it. As faras Wyburg the route is through much foreft and rocky 
country ; the country is extremely wretched, and widely different from Swedifh Fin- 
rs 3 from the very borders we met with nothing but the moft diftrefsful indications 
of mifery. 

The four laft ftages are deteftable, the roads entirely ruined ; you are obliged either 
to go a foot pace, or run imminent danger. You can fleep no where but at Belloftrow ; 
at all the other flages you find abfolutely nothing : we recommend the inquifitive to 
‘take'a view of fome of the dwellings in order themfelves to form a judgment of the 
actual condition of the country. 

The laft ftage you pay double. There is no cuftom-houfe at the entrance of Pe- 
terfburg. ; 
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TRAVELS IN RUSSIA: 


By Mr. COXE*. 


Crap. L—-Entrance into Ruffia.—Limits and Account of the Province difmembered from 
Poland.—Cheapnefs of the Pft.—Journey to Smolenfto—Hiftory and Defcription of 
Smolenfko—Divine Service in the Cathedral.—Vifit to the Bifbop.—Dinner with a 
Judge. — Journey to Mg coc. —Peafants.—Their Drefs, Cottages, Food, Se. . 


AUGUST 20. We entered Ruffia at the fmall village of Tolitzin, which in 1772 
belonged to Poland; but it is now comprifed in the portion of country ceded by the 
the late partition treaty. The province allotted to Ruffia comprifes Polith Livonia, 
that part of the palatinate of Polotfk which lies to the eatt of the Duna, the palatinates 
of Vitepfk, Miciflaw, and two fmall portions to the north-eaft and fouth-eaft of the pa- 
latinate of Minfk ; this tra&t of Land (Polifh Livonia excepted) is fituated in White- 
Ruffia, and includes at leaft one third of Lithuania. 

‘The Ruffian limits of the new province are formed by the Duna, from its mouth to 
above Vitepfk ; from: thence by a ftraight line running directly fouth to the fource of 

_the Drug near Tolitzin, by the Drug to its junction with the Dnieper, and laftly by the 
Dnieper to the point where it receives the Sotz. This territory is now divided into the 
two governments of Polotfk and Mohilef; the population amounts to one million fix 
hundred thoufand fouls ;_ its productions are chiefly grain, hemp, flax, and patture 5 its 
forefts furnith great abundance of matts, planks, alfo oak for fhip building, pitch and 
tar, which are chiefly fent down the Duna to Riga. 

At Tolitzin we were greatly aftonifhed at the cheapnefs of the poft-horfes, and when 
our fervant had difcharged the firft account, which amounted to only two copecs, or 
about a penny a verft + for each horfe, we fhould have concluded that he had cheated 
the poft mafter, had we not been well convinced, from the general character of the 
Ruffians, that they were not likely to be duped by ftrangers. Indeed we foon after- 
wards difcovered, that even half of the charge, which we thought fo extremely mode- 
rate, might have been faved, had we obtained an order from the Ruffian embaflador at 
Warfaw. 

From Tolitzin, through the new government of Mohilef, the road was excellent, and 
of confiderable breadth, with a double row of trees planted on each fide, and ditches to 
drain off the water. We paffed through feveral wretched villages, ferried at Orfa over 
the Dnieper, there only a {mall river, went through Dubroffiia, and arrived in the evens 
ing at Lady. The country from Tolitzin to Lady is waving and fomewhat hilly, 
abounds with forefts, and produces corn, millet, hemp, and flax. In the largeft villages 
we obferved {chools and other buildings, conftruting at the expence of the Emprets 5 


* From his Travels in the Northern Countries of Europe. London, 1802, § vols, 8vo. 
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alfo churches with domes, intended for the Polifh diffidents of the Greek fect, and the 
RufGans who chufe to fettle in the country. : 

Lady is fituated in the government of Smolentko, and, before the late difmember- 
ment, was a Ruffian frontier town: we took up our quarters at the poft-houfe, where 
we procured a comfortable apartment. ‘Thefe poft-houfes, which frequently occur on 
the high roads of Ruffia, are moftly conftru&ted upon the fame plan, and extremely 
convenient for the accommodation of travellers: they are large fquare wooden build- 
ings, enclofed in a fpacious court-yard 5 in the centre of the front is a range of apart- 
ments intended for the reception of travellers, with a gateway on each fide leading into 
the court-yard ; the remainder of the front is appropriated to the ufe of the poft-matter 
and his fervants, the other three fides of the quadrangle are divided into {tables and 
iheds for carriages, and large barns for hay and corn. We were agreeably furprifed, 
even in this remote place, to meet with fome Englith ftrong beer, and no lefs pleafed to 
fee our fupper ferved in difhes of Wedgewood’s ware. ‘The luxury of clean ftraw for 
our. beds, was no {mall addition to thefe comforts. © 

Calling for our bill in the morning, we found our charges as reafonable as the enter- 
tainment was good. The fatisfa€tion we expreffed at our reception, perhaps induced 
the fecretary (as the poft-mafter himfelf was abfent) to think us proper fubjeéts of im- 
pofition, “Ihe diflance to the next ftation-was about ten miles, and the fecretary de. 
manded three times the fum allowed by the public regulations, under pretence of our 
not being provided with an order for poft-horfes, We hinted fome furprize at this 
charge: this intimation, though conveyed in the mildeft terms, was anfwered with ex- 
preflions of contempt and defiance ; he ordered the horfes again into the ftable, and des 
clared we fhould net flir from the place until we difcharged the full fum. Though we 
miht eafily bave been prevailed upon by the flighteft apology to fubmit to the impo. 
fition, we determined to chaftife his infolence. We repaired to the director of the cuf 
tom-houlc, and were immediately admitted; to our great fatisfaction he fpoke German, 
and after hearing our cafe, told us that the Ruffian had demanded treble the fum he 
was intitled to; he affured us we fhould receive inftant redrefs, and that the offender 
fhould be punithed. Having difpatched a meffenger, to whom he whifpered a private 
order, he defired us to wait his return, and offered us coffee. While we were drinking 
it, he gave us much information relative to the Ruffian pofts, added feveral’ hints, which 
afterwards proved fingularly ufeful, and advifed us to procure an order for horfes from 
the governor of Smolenfko. In the midft of this converfation a carriage drove to the’ 
docr, which we perceived to be our own, with all things ready for our immediate de- 
parture: the poft mafter’s fecretary made at the fame time his appearance in a fubmif- 
five attitude; we interceded with the Dire€tor for his back, and obtaineda promife that 
he thould only be reprimanded. After making thofe acknowledgments to the friendly 
direétor, which were due to his politenefs, we took our leaye and proceeded on our 
Hi Ve . > 
"We were much chagrined at finding that the excellent new road terminated at Lady: 
it was fome fatisfa@ion, however, that the remaining parts from thence to Smolenike 
proved far fuperior to thofe we had encountered in the Lithuanian forefts. The vil- 
lages were an exact counterpart to thofe we had quitted, and exhibited a repetition of 
fcenes already detailed. ‘The Ruffians differ widely in their appearance and drefs from 
the Polith peafants. The moft ftriking contraft arifes from the method of wearing theit 
hair; the Ruffians, inftead of fhaving their heads, let their hair hang over the eye-brows 
and ears, and cut it fhort round the neck. ‘The country was undulating and hilly, and 
mere open than ufual until we arrived within a few miles of Smolenfko; when we 
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plunged into a thick foreft, which continued almoft to the gates of the town, without 
the intervention of a fingle village, or fcarcely of a fingle cottage. . 

In 1403, Smolenfko, which belonged to the Ruffians, was befieged and taken by 
Vitoldus, and, together with the whole province, united to the duchy of Lithuania *. 
During the inveterate: enmity which fubfifted between the Ruffiansand Voles, Smoleniko 
was a place of great importance; though only fortified according to the cuftom of the 
time, partly with ramparts of earth and ditches, and partly with pallifadoes, and a 
wooden citadel}; thefe fortifications were, however, fufficiently ftrong to refift the ce- 
fultory attacks of undifciplined troops, and it was at different intervals ineffeélually be- 
fieged until the beginning of the fixteenth century, Vaffili Ivanovitch, Great Duke of 
Mofcovy, obtained poffefion by corrupting the garrifon. It continued in the hands of 
the Ruifians above a century, in the fame fimple flyle of defence. At length the im- 
portance of its fituation near the frontiers of Poland, and the improvements inthe art of 
war, induced Boris Godunof, prime minifter and brother-in-law of the Tzar Feodor 
Tvanovitch, to furround it with a wall; he came in perfon to Smolenfko, and afiilled in 
tracing the fite of the fortifications, which he lived to fee completed in his own reign {, 
and which {till fubfift. Thefe additional ramparts, however, did not prevent Sigil- 
mond III. King of Poland, from taking the town in 1611; and by the truce of De- 
velina in 1618, the poffeflion was confirmed to Poland. In 1654 it was again re- 
duced by Alexty Michaelovitch ; and in 1686 finally ceded to Ruffia at the peace of 
Mofcow |i. ding oP 

Smolenfko, though by no means the moft magnificent, is by far the moft fingular 
town I have ever feen. It is fituated upon the river Dnieper, and occupies two hills and 
the intervening valley. It is furrounded by walls thirty feet high and fifteen in thick- 
nefs ; the lower part of ftone, and the upper of brick: thefe walls, which follow the 
fhape of the hills, and enclofe a’circumference of feven verits §, have, at every angle, 
round or fquare towers of two or three ftories, much broader at top than at bottom, 
and covered with circular roofs of wood. ‘The intervals are ftudded with fmaller tur. 
rets; on the outfide of the wall isa broad deep ditch, regularly covered way with 
traverfes and glacis, and where the ground is higheft, are redoubts in the modern ftyle 
of fortification. In the middle of the town is an eminence, upon which ftands the ca- 
thedral; from whence I had a moft picturefque view of the town, interfperfed within the 
circuit of the walls, with gardens, groves, copfes, fields of pafture, and corn. The. 
buildings are moftly wooden, of one ftory (many no better than cottages), excepting 
here and there a gentleman’s houfe, which is called a palace, and feveral churches con- 
firuéted of brick and ftuccoed. _ One long broad ftreet which is paved, interfedts the 
whole length of the town ina ftraight line; the other ftreets wind in circular directions, 
and are floored with planks. ‘The walls, ftretching over the uneven fides of the hills 
till they reach the banks of the Dnieper, their antient ftyle of archite€ture, and gro~ 
tefque towers; the fpires of churches fhooting above the trees, which are fo numerous 
as almoft to-conceal the buildings from view; the appearance of meadows and arable 
ground ; all thefe objects blended together exhibit a fcene of the mott fingular and con- 
trated kind. On the further fide of the Dnieper many ftraggling wocden houfes forna 
the fuburbs, and are joined to the town by a wooden bridge. As far as I could collect 
from vague information, Smolenfko contains four thoufand inhabitants : it has no ma- 

* Diugoffius, Lib. X, p. 104. et feq. 
+ Rerum Mofc. Au&. p. 52. Mayerberg Iter. Mofe. p. 74. 
$ S.R. G.vol. v. p. gq. Lengnich, Jus Pub. y. i, pe 46. 

| Lengnich, vol, is p. 47. § Four miles and three quartera: 
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nufadtures, but carries on fome commerce with the Ukraine, Dantzic, and Riga. - The 
‘principal articles of trade are flax, hemp, honey, wax, hides, hogs’ briftles, mafts, 
planks, and Siberian furs. . 

The Dnieper rifes in the foreft of Volkonfki, near the fource of the Volga, about 
one hundred miles from Smoleniko, paifes by Smolen{ko and Mohilef, feparates the 
Ukraine from Poland, flows by Kiof, and falls into the Black-fea between Otchakof 
and Kinburn, By the acquifition of the province of Mohilef, the whole courfe is now 
included within the Ruflian territories. It begins to be navigable’ at a little diftance 
above Smolenfko ; but in fome feafous of the year is fo fhallow near the town, that the 
goods muft be tranfported on rafts and fmall fiat-bottomed boats, 

Having occafion for a new paffport and an order for horfes, we called upon the go- _ 
vernor, in company with a Ruffian ftudent, who {poke Latin, for our interpreter. 1 he 
governor being at church, we repaired to the cathedral, and waited until the conclufion 
of divine fervice. The cathedral is a ftately building, ere€ted on the fpot where for- 
nierly ftood the palace of the antient Dukes of Smoleniko. The infide walls are 
covered with coarfe paintings reprefenti:z our Saviour, the Virgin, and a variety of 
Saints, which abound in the Greek calendar. ‘he fhrine, or fanétuary, into which 
‘only the priefts are admitted, is feparated from the body of the church by a fereen with 
folding doors, and ornamented with twifted pillars of the Corinthian order, richly 
carved and gilded. - 7 . 

The worfhip feemed to confit of innumerable ceremonies: the people croffed 
themfelves without ceafing, bowed towards the fhrine and to each other, and even 
touched the ground with their heads. ‘The Bifhop of Smolentko performed the fervice 5 
he was a venerable figure, with white flowing hair and long beard; he was drefled 
in rich epifcopal robes, and had a crown on his head. The tolding doors were occa- 
fionally opened,’ and clofed with great pomp and folemnity whenever the Bifhop re- 
tired within, or came forth to blefs the people. At the conclufion of the fervice, the 
doors being thrown open, the Bifhop advanced with a chandelier in each hand, one 
containing three, and the other two lighted candles, which he repeatedly ¢rofled over 
each other in different directions ; and then waving them towards the congregation, 
concluded with a final benediction. Thefe chandeliers, as 1 am informed, are fym- 
bolical ; one alludes to the Trinity, and the other to the two natures of Chri. 

At the end of the fervice we prefented ourfelves to the Governor, who, to our fur- 
prize, received us with an air of coldnefs, which made fuch an impreflion on our in- 
terpreter that he could not utter a fingle word. ‘At length a gentleman in the Gover- 
nor’s train accofted us in Tyench, and inquired our bufinels. Informing him that we 
were Englifh gentlemen who defired a paffport, and an order for horfes, he told us 
with a fmile, that the plainnefs of our drefles had raifed a fufpicicu of our being tradef~ 
men; but he was not ignorant that Englifh gentlemen feldom wore lace or {words on. 
a journey 5 am intimation which recalled to our recollection the advice of our Polifly 
friend at Minfk. Hx then whifpered the Governor, who inftantly afflumed an appear~ 
ance of complacency, and teltified an intention of complying with our requeit. 

This matter being adjufted, the Bifhop joined the company ; he had laid afide the 
coftly garments in which he performed the fervice, and was. dreffed in a long black 
robe, around black cap, and veil. He addrefled us in Latin, and invited us to his. 
houfe. He led the way; and we followed with the reft of the company to a commo- 
dious wooden building adjoining to the cathedral. On entering the apartment, the 
Governor and Ruflian gentleman kiffed his hand with great marks of refpect. After’ 
defiring all the company to fit, he diftinguifhed us by particular attention ; obferving, 

: ~ with 
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with much politenefs, that our company gave him greater pleafure, as he had never, 
fince his refidence at Smolenfko, received a vifit from any Englifhmen, for whofe na- 
tion he had the bigheft refpec. During this.converfation a fervant {pread a cloth upon 
a fmall table, and placed upon it a plate of bread, fome falt, and fome flowers ; another 
followed with a falver of fmall glaffes full of a tranfparent liquor. The Bifhop bleffed 
the bread and the falver with great folemnity, and then took a glafs; we thought it at 
firft 4 religious ceremony, but were undeceived when the fervants offered the bread 
and falver to us as well as to the reft of the company. Every one being ferved, the 
Bifhop drank afl our healths, a compliment which the company returned with a bow, 
and inftantly emptied their glafles: we followed this example, and found the liquor 
to be adram of cherry-water. ‘bis preliminary being fettied, we refumed our convera 
fation with the Bifhop, and a‘ked feveral queftions relative to the ancient {tate of Smo. 
Tenfko. He anfwered evety inquiry with great readinefs; gave us a concife account of 
the ftate of-the town under its ancient dukes,. and informed us that their palace was 
fituated on the fpot now occupied by the cathedral, which was built by Feodor Mi- 
chaelovitch, brother of Peter the Great, arid had been lately repaired and beautified. 
After half an hour’s agreeable converfation, we took our leave, greatly pleafed with 
the politenefs and affability of the prelate. : 7 

Our interpreter then conduéted us to the feminary appropriated for the education of 
the clergy, in which the Latin, Greek, German, and Polifh languages are taught: the - 
prieft who fhewed us the library talked Latin; he introduced us into his chamber, 
and, according tothe hofpitable cuftom of this country, offered us fome refrethment, 
which confified of cakes and mead. . : 

In the afternoon, the Ruflian gentleman who fo obligingly relieved us from our 
embarrafiment before the Governor, kindly paid us a vifit, and invited us to dine with 
him on the following day. We accepted his invitation, and waited upon him at two, 
the ufual hour of dining: he was a judge, and lived in a wooden honie provided by 
the court; the rooms were fmall, but neatly furnifhed: ‘The company confilted of 
sthe judge, his wife and fifter, all of whom talked French: the ladies were dreffed'in 
the French fathion, with much rouge; they did not curtfy, but their mode of falute 
was to bow their heads very low. Before dinner /igueurs were handed about; each 
lady took a fimall glafs, and recommended the fame to us as favourable to digeftion. 
The table was neatly fet out, the dinner excellent, and ferved up in Englifh cream- 
coloured ware. Befides plain roaft and boiled meats, feveral Ruffian difhes were in- 
troduced ; one of thefe was a fallad compofed of mufhrooms and onions, and another 
of grain of green corn, baked and moiftened with fweet oil. Before we rofe from the 
table, our hoft calling for a large glafs, filled a bumper of champagne, drank it off to 
our health, and then handed the glals reund. “ This is an old cuftom,” ‘he faid, 
« and was meant as an expreflion of regard: the age is now grown delicate, and the 
free effufions of hofpitality muit be fupprefled by ceremony ; but I am an old-tathioned 
man, and cannot eafily relinquifh the habits of my youth.” 

After dinner we adjourned to another room, and played two or three rubbers of 
whift. Coffee and tea were brought m, and a plate of {weet-meats was handed round 
to the company. At fix we took leave of our friendly hoft, and returned to our inn, 
if it may becalled by that honourable appellation. This inn, the only one in the town, 
avas a wooden building, in a ruinous ftate, formerly painted on the outfide. ‘The 
apartment which we occupied had once been hung with paper, fragments of which here 
and there covered a fmall portion of the wainfot, a patch work of old and new planks. 


The furniture confifted of two benches and as many chairs, one. without a bottom, and 
the 
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the other without a back ; a deal box ferved the purpofe of a table. We were inclined 
to conjecture that there was a heavy tax upon air and light ; for all the windows were 
clofed with planks, except one, which could not be opened, and could fearcely be feen 
through, on account of the dirt with which it was incrufted. In the inventory of thefe 
valuables I fhould not omit a couch upon which I flept: it had been fo often mended, 
that, like Sir John Cutler’s {tockings, immortalized by Martinus Scriblerus, we.could — - 
not diftinguith any part of the original materials. It may perhaps appear furprizing, 
that a town like Smolenfko fhould contain no tolerable inn ; but the furprize will ceafe 
when. we refle@ that few ftrangers pafs this way ; that the Ruffians carry their provi- 
fions, and either continue their journey during the night, or are-accommodated in pri- 
vate houfes. 

Auguit 25. We quitted Smolentko, croffed the Dnieper over a wooden bridge into 
the fuburbs, and purfued our journey through a valley of fine pafture watered-by the 
Dnieper, fpotted with underwood, and terminating on each fide, in gentle eminences 
clothed with trees, “As we advanced, the country became more abrupt, but no where 
rofe into any confiderable hill. Néar Slovoda, a large ftraggling village, where we ftop- 
ped for a few hours during the darknefs of the night, ‘we again crofled the Dnieper on -- 
a raft formed of trunks of trees tied together with cords, and fcarcely large enough to re- 
ceive the carriage, which funk it fome inches under water: this machine was then 
pufhed from the banks until it met another of the fame kind, to which the horfes ftep- 
ped with difficulty ; and the diftance of the two rafts from each other was fo confider- 
able, that the carriage could fcarcely be prevented from flipping between them into the 
river. 4 

The fecond poft from this primitive ferry was Dogorobufh, built upon a rifing hilt, 
and exhibiting, like Smolenfko, though on a fmaller fcale, an intermixture of churches, 

houfes,. cottages, corn-fields, and meadows : fome of the houfes, lately conftruéted at 
the Emprefs’s expence, were of brick covered with ftucco, and had the appearance of 
palaces when contrafted with the meannefs of the furrounding hovels. This place 
was formerly a ftvong fortrefs, and frequently-befieged during the wars between 
Ruffia and Poland. From the ramparts of the ancient citadel. we commanded an ex- 
tenfive view of the adjacent country, confifting of a. large plain watered by the winding 
Dnieper, and bounded by diftant hills, From Dogorobuth we proceeded twenty four 
miles to a fmall village called Zaratefh, where we thought ourfelves fortunate in being 
houfed for the night in a tolerable hut, which afforded. rare inftance of accommodation 
in thefe parts, a room feparated from that ufed by the family. Our hoftefs was a 
true Afiatic figure: fhe was dreffed in a blue garment without ileeves, which defcend- 
ed to the ancles, and was tied round the waift with a red fafh; fhe wore a white piece 
of linen wrapped round her head like a turban, ear-rings, and necklace of variegated 
beads; her fandals were faftened with blue ftrings, which were alfo tied round the 
ancles, in order to keep up the coarfe linen wrappers that ferved for ftockings. ° 

Auguit 27. Our route the next morning, from Zaratefh to Viafma, lay through a° 
continued foreft, occafionally relieved by the intervention of paftures and corn fields. 
When we reflected that we were in the 55th degree of northern latitude, we were fur- 
prized at the forwardnefs of the harvelt: the wheat and barley were already carried 
in, and the peafants employed in cutting the oats and millet. Since our departure from 
Smolenfko the weather proved remarkably cold, and the wind had the keennefs of a 
November blaft: the peafants were all clothed in their fheep-ikins, or winter drefles. 

Ata fmall diftance from Viafma we paffed the rivulet of the fame name, navigable 

only for rafts, which defcend its ftream into the Dnieper; we then mounted a {mall 
3 eminence 
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eminence to the town, which makes a magnificent appearance with the domes and {pires 
of feveral churches. rifing above the trees. Viafma fpreads over a large extent of 
ground; the. buildings are moftly of wood, a few houfes of brick excepted, lately 
erected by the munificence of the Emprefs. Part of the principal ftreet is formed, like 
the Rudfian roads, of trees laid crofs-ways, and part is boarded with planks like the. 
floor of a room. . It contains. above twenty churches, a remarkable number for a‘ 
place but thinly inhabited. The churches in the fmall towns and villages are chiefly 
ornamented .with a cupela and feveral domes ; the outfide walls are eithor white-wafhed 
or painted red, and the cupolas or domes are generally green, or of a different co- 
lour from the other parts. At fome diftance the number of fpires and domes rifing 
above the trees, which conceal the contiguous hovels, would jead a traveller unacquaint- 
ed with the country to. expeét a large city, where he will only find a, collection of 
wooden huts. | - : . ame . ”. 

At Vialma was concluded, in 1634, the treaty of perpetual peace between Ladif- 
laus IV. King of Poland, and Michael Feodorovitch : by which treaty Michael con. 
firmed the ceffion of Smolentko, Severia, and Tchernichef, which had been yielded to 
the Poles at the truce of Develina’'; while Ladiflaus renounced the title of ‘Tzar, and 
acknowledged Michael as the rightful fovercign of Ruflia*.. On this occafion both 

- Monarchs relinquifhed what they did not poffefs, and wilely facrificed imaginary pre- 

, tenfions to the attainment of a fubftantial peace. : : 

- _ The Ruffian peafants appear in general a large coarfe hardy race, and of great bo- 

 dily ftrength ; their drefs is a round hat or cap with a high crown, a coarfe robe of 
drugget (or in winter of fheep-fkin, with the wool turned inwards, ) reaching below 

. the knee, and bound round the waift by a fafh, trowfers of linen almoft as thick as - 
fackcloth, a woollen or flannel cloth wrapped round the leg inftead of ftockings, fan- 
dals woven from ftrips of a pliant bark, and fattened by ftrings of the fame materials, 
which are afterwards twined round the leg, and ferve as garters to the woollen or 
flannel wrappers. In warm weather the peafants frequently wear only a fhort coarfe 
Shirt and trowfers. . : 

The cottages are built in the fame manner as thofe of Lithuania, but larger, and © 
fomewhat better provided with furniture and domeftic utenfils: they are of a fquare 
fhape, formed of whole trees, piled upon one another, and fecured at the four corners + 
with mortifes and tenons.. The interitices between thefe piles are filled with. mofs, 
Within the timbers are. fmoothed with the axe, fo.as to form the appearance of wain- 
feot ; but without are left with the bark in their rude ftate. The roofs are in the 
penthoufe form, and generally compofed of the bark of trees or fhingles, which are 
fometimes covered with mould or turf. The peafants ufually conftru€ the whole 
houfe folely with the affiftance of the hatchet, and cut the planks of the floor with the 

"fame inftrument, in many parts being unacquainted with the ufe of the faw: they 
finifh the fhellof the houfe and roof before they begin to cut the windows or doors, 
The windows are apertures of a few inches. fquare, clofed with fliding frames, and the 

- doois are fo low as not to admit a middle-fized man without ftooping. Thefe cottages 

| fometimes, though very rarely, confilt of two ftories; in which cafe the lower apart. 

- ent is a ftore-room, and the upper the habitable part of the houfe : the flair-cafe is _ 

* moft commonly a ladder on the outfide. Mott of thele huts are, however, only one 

" flory, and few of them contain two rooms, the generality only one. In. fome of this 

_datter fort I was frequently awakened by the chickens picking the grains.of corn im_ 

7 f 
* Lengnich, Hitt, Pol. p16. ‘ 
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the ftraw upon which I lay, and more than once by a lef inoffenfive animal. At 
Tabluka, a village where we pafled the night of the 27th, a party of hogs, at four in 
the morning, roufed me by grunting clofe to my ear. Not much pleafed either with 
the earlinefs of the vifit, or the falutation of my vifitors, I called out to my fervant, 
“ Jofeph, drive thefe gentry out of the room, and fhut the door.”’ “* There is no docr 
that will fhut,’’ replied Jofeph, with great compofure, “ we have tried every expedient 
to fatten it without fuccefs ; the hogs have more than once been excluded, but have as 


~ often returned.’ This converfation effectually roufing me, I determed to refign to 


my unwelcome guefts that litter which I could no longer enjoy ; and contemplated, by 
the light of a flip of deal, the furrounding fcene. My two companions were ftretch- 
ed upon the fame parcel of ftraw from which I had juft emerged; a little beyond our 
fervants occupied a feparate heap ; at a fmall diftance three Ruffians, with long beards, 
and coarfe fackcloth fhirts and trowfers, lay extended upon their backs on the bare floor ; 
on the oppofite fide of the room three women in their clothes flumbered on a long 
bench, while the top of the ftove afforded a couch to a woman dreffed like the others . - 
and four fprawling children almoft naked. ; 

The furniture in thefe cottages confifts chiefly of a wooden table or dreffer, and 


_ benches faitened to the fides of the room: the utenfils are wooden platters, bowls, and 


fpoons, with perhaps one large earthen pan for cooking.- he food of the peaiants is 
black rye bread, fometimes white, eggs, falt-fifh, bacon, mufhrooms ; their favourite 
dith isa hodge-podge of falt or frefh meat, groats, and rye-flour, highly feafoned with 
onions and garlic, which are much ufed by the Ruffians, . 

The peafants were greedy of money ; almoft always demanded previous payment for 
every trifle, and were in general much inclined to thieving.. In Poland it was not ' 
neceffary to be always upon the watch; and we frequently left the equipage during the 


~ whole night without a guard: but in Ruflia, without the precaution of regularly ftation- 


ing a fervant in the carriage, every article would foon have difappeared ; yet evey 


with this expedient, the watchfulnefs of our Argus was continually baffled by the fus 
perior vigilance of the natives, and the morning generally announced fome petty lofs, 
to which the night had given birth. ‘ ey, . 

. The peafants at every poft were obliged to furnifh us with horfes at a fixed and rea. 
fonable rate, which had the ill effect of rendering them extremely dilatory in their mo- 


- tions 3 and as our oniy interpreter was a Bohemian * fervant, not perfectly acquainted: 


with the Ruffian language, his difficulty in explaining, joined to their backwardnefs in 
executing our orders, occafioned delays of feveral hours for a change of horfes. The 
peafants acted in the capacity of coachmen and poftillions ; they always harneffed four 
horfes a-breaft, commonly put eight, and fometimes even ten horfes to our carriage : as 
thé {tages were for the moft part twenty, and fometimes thirty miles, and the roads ex- 


tremely bad. ‘They feldom ufed either boots or faddles, and had no fort of ftirrup, 


except a rope doubled and thrown acrofs the horfe’s back. Each horfe was equipped 
with a fnaille-bridle, which however was feldom inferted in the mouth, but generally 
hung loofe under the jaw. The method of driving was not in a fteady pace, but by 
ftarts and bounds, with little attention to the nature of the ground: the pealants fel- 


dom trotted their horfes, but would fuddenly force them into a gallop through the © ~ 


wortt roads, and fometimes as fuddenly checked their fpeed upon the mott level fur. 
face. A common piece of rope ferved them for a whip, which they feldom had any 
oceafion to ufe, as they urged their horfes forwards by hooting and whiltling like cat- 


* The Bohemian and Ruffian languages are both dialects of the Sclavonian tongue. 
Vob.VL | 2 4k ' calla. 


578 COXE’S TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 


calls. The intervals of thefe noifes were filled with finging, which is a favourite prac. 
tice among the Ruffians, and has-been. mentioned by molt travellers who have vifited 
this country. From the wretched harnefs, which was continually breaking, the bad- 
nefs of the roads, the length of time we were always detained at the poits before we 
could procure horfes, and other impediments, we were feldom able to travel more than 
forty or fifty miles a day; although we commenced our journey before fun-rife, and 
purfued it tll it was dark. ; 

Augult 27. Near Viafma we entered the vaft foreft of Volkonfki, through which 
we continued for a hundred and filty miles without interruption, almoit to the gates of 
Mofcow. ‘This foreft, which ftretches on all fides to an immenfe extent, gives rife to 
the principal rivers of European Ruifia, the Duna, the Dnieper, and the Vole The 
fources of the Duna were at fome diftance from our route ;_ but thole of the Dnicper and 
the Volga rofe at {mall intervals from each other, not far from Viafma: ‘The country 
in this part was more than ufual brcken into hill and dale; though it fill exhibited 
rather a fucceffion of waving furface, than any confidcrable elevations. 

On the 28th we arrived at the villase of Gretkeva towards the clofe of the evening, 
and imprudently proceeded on our journey another fiage of eighteen miles: the even- 
ing was exceedingly dark, cold, and rainy ; the road uncommonly bad, and we were 
in continual apprehenfions of ‘being overturned, The greateit danger, however, 
which we encountered, was unknown to us until we reached the end of the fation : 
we were then informed by cur fervants that we had croffed a broad piece of water upon 
a wooden bridge without railing, fo infirm that it almott cracked under the ‘carriage, 
and fo narrow that one of the hind-wheels was for an inftant fufpended over the pre- 
cipice. Our ufual good fortune, however, brought us fafe between twelve and one to 
a cottage at Mofhaifk, where we fourd an excellent ragout of beef and onions prepared 
by the trufty fervant, who always preceded us, and provided our lodging and fupper. 
Thave little to fay of Mofhaifk, as we entered it at fo late an hour, -and departed the 
next morning by day-break. We changed horfes at the village of Selo-Naro, and ar- 
rived early in the evening at Malo-a-Viaima, embofomed in the foreft, and pleafantly 
fituated at the edge of a {inall lake. This place was diftant only twenty four miles 
from Mofcow, where we were impatient to arrive; but we prudently deferred our 
journey until the next morning, as we did not chufe to tempt fortune by expofing our. 
felves a fecond time to dangers in a dark night and in an unknown country. 

The road for fome way before we came to Malo-3-Viafma, and from thence to Mof- 
cow, was a broad ftraight avenue cut through the foreft, ‘fhe trees which compofed 
thefe vaft plantations, fet by the hand of nature, were oaks, beech, mountain-alh, pop- 
lar, pines, and firs, mingled together in the moft wanton variety. The different fhades 
of green, and the rich tints of the autumnal colours, were inexprefiibly beautiful 5. 
while the fublime, but uniform expanfe of foreft was occafionally relieved. by re-. 
cefles of paltures and corn-fields. 
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Crap. W.—Mofcow.—Hiftory.—Removal of the Seat of Empire to Peterfburgh.—Pc- 
pulation and Defcription of Mofcow.—Divifions.— Kremlin. —Khitaigorod.—Bielgorod. 
—Semlainigorod.— Sloboda, or Suburbs—New Palace-gardens.—Old Style.—Hofpi- 
tality of the Ruffian Nobles.—Account of Muller, the celebrated Hiftorian.—Anniverfary 
of St. Alexander New/ki—-Entertainments at Count Alexéy Orlof’s—bhis Stud.—Boxing 
Matches. —Vauxhall, 


AUGUST 30. The approach to Mofcow was firft announced at_the diftance of 
fix miles, by fome fpires over-topping an eminence at the extremity of the broad ave- 
nue cut through the foreft; about two or three miles further we afcended a height, 
from whence a fuperb profpect of the vaft city burft upon our fight. It ftretched in the 
form of a crefcent, to a prodigious extent : while innumerable churches, towers, gilded 
{pires and domes, white, red, and green buildings, glittering in the fun, formed a 
fplendid appearance, yet ftrangely contrafted by an intermixture of wooden hovels. 
‘The neighbouring country was undulating ; the foreft reached to within a mile of the 
ramparts, and was fucceeded by a range of open paltures. We croffed the river 
Mofkva on a long fpecies of raft floating, faftened to each bank, which the Ruffians 
call a diving-bridge, becaufe it ‘bends under the carriage. After a ftri€t examination of 
our paffport we drove through the fuburbs along a wooden road, entered one of the 
interior circles of the town, called Bielgorod, and took up our quarters at an jinn kept 
bya Frenchman, at which fome of the nobility hold affemblies. Our apartments were 

. convenient and fpacious ; we alfo found every accommodation in abundance, except 
bed and fheets ; for as no one, who is experienced in the cuftoms of this country, tra- 
vels without thofe articles, inns are feldom provided with them. With much trouble 
however, we obtained from our landlord two bed{teads with bedding, and one mattrefs 
to place upom the floor: we could not procure more than three fheets, one of which 
fell tomy thare; but we had been fo long accuftomed to fleep on ftraw, that we fancied 
ourfelves in a ttate of unheard-of luxury, and bleffed our good fortune. 

Antiquaries differ confiderably concerning the foundation of Mofcow; but the fol- 
lowing account is moft probable * : 

Molcow owes its foundation to George, fon of Vladimir Monomaka, who, in 1154, 
alcended the throne of Ruflia. Being infulted by Stephen Kutchko, Prince of Sufdal, 
he confifcated his domains, of which the lands now occupied by the city formed a part, 
and laid the foundation of a new town, which he called Mofkva, from the river of that 
name, But the town fell into fuch decay under his fucceflors, that when Daniel, fon of 
Alexander Newiki, received, in the divifion of the empire, the duchy of Mofcovy as his 
portion, and fixed his refidence at this place, he may be faid to have new founded the 
town, ‘Lhe fpot now occupied by the Kremlin, was at that time a moras overfpread 
with a thick wood, containing a {mall ifland with only a fingle hut. On this part Da- 
niel conttru€ted numerous buildings, and enclofed it with wooden fortifications. He 
firft affumed the title of Duke of Mofcow, and was fo attached to this fituatioa, that on 
fticceeding his brother Andrew Alexandrovitch in the great duchy of Vladimer, he 
continued his refidence at Mofcow, which became the capital of the Ruffian dominions, 
Wis fon Ivan confiderably enlarged the new metropolis, and in 1367 his grandfon, De- 


* See Sumorokof’s Kleine Chronik Von Mofcau in St. Pet. Journal for 17763 and Scherebatof’s 
Ruff. Gef. p. 736. 
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metrius Ivanovitch Donfki, furrounded the Kremlin with a brick wall.” Thefe new for. 
“tifications, however, did not prevent Tamerlane, in 1382, from taking the town *. 
Being foon evacuated by that defultory conqueror, it again came into the poffeffion of 
the Ruflians; but was frequently occupied by the Vartars, who in the fourteenth. and 
fifteenth centuries over-ran Ruffia, and even maintained a garvifon in Mofcow, until 
they were finally expelled. by Ivan Vaffilievitch I. ‘To him Mofeow is indebted for 
its principal fplendour, and under him it became the moft confiderable city of the Ruffian 
empire. ae) 

The Baron of Herberftein, ambaffador from the Emperor Maximilian to the great 
Duke Vafiili, fon of Ivan Vaffilicvitch, in the beginning of the fixteenth century, is the 
firlt foreign writer who gave a defcription of Mofcow, which he accompanied -with a 
coarfe engraving of the town in wood}. In this curious but rude plan, may be diftin- 
guifhed the walls of the Kremlin, or citadel, in their prefent flate, and feveral of the 
public buildings, which even now contribute to its ornament. From this period we are 
able to trace its progrefs and gradual increafe, under the fucceeding fovereigns, in the 
accounts of feveral Englifh { and foreign § travellers. ae 

Mofcow continued the metropolis until the beginning of the prefent century + when, 
to the great diflatisfaCtion of the nobility, but with great advantage to the ftate, the feat 
of empire was transferred to Peterfburgh. 

Notwithftanding the predilection which Peter conceived for Peterfburgh, in which 
all the fucceeding fovereigns, excepting Peter II., have fixed their refidence, Mofcow is 
{till the moft populous city of the Ruffian empire. Here the chief nobles, who do not 
belong to the court of the Emprefs, refide; they here fupport a large number of re- 
tainers, gratify their tafte for a ruder and more expenfive magnificence in the ancient 
dtyle of feudal grandeur, and are not, as at Peterfburgh, eclipfed by the fuperior fplen- » 
dour of the imperial eftablifhment. 

Mofcow is fituated in the longitude of thirty-feven degrees thirty-one minutes from 
the firft meridian of Greenwich, and in fifty-five degrees forty-five minutes forty-five 
feconds of northern latitude. It is the largeft town in Europe; the circumference with- 
in the rampart, which enclofes the fuburbs, being thirty-nine verfts, or twenty-fix 
miles ||; but itis built in fo ftraggling a manner, that the population in no degree cor- 
refponds to the extent. Some Ruffian authors ftate the inhabitants at five hundred 
thoufand, a number evidently exaggerated. According to Bufching, who. refided fome 
years in Ruffia, Mofcow, in 1770, contained feven hundred and eight brick houfes, and 
eleven thoufand eight hundred and forty wooden habitations { ; eighty-five thoufand 
feven hundred and thirty-one males, and fixty-feven thoufand fifty nine females, in all 
only one hundred and fifty-two thoufand feven hundred and nincty fouls; a computation 
which errs in the other extreme **, According to an account publifhed in the Journal 
of St. Peterfburgh tt, the diftri& of Mofcow contained, in the beginning of 1780, two 
thoufand one hundred and feventy eight hearths ; and the number of inhabitants were 
one hundred and thirty-feven thoufand fix hundred and ninety-eight males, and one 


* S.R.G. vol. ii. p. 93. + See Rer. Mof. Com, in Rer. Mof. Au&. 

t Chiefly Chancellor, Fletcher, Smith, the author of Lord Carlifle’s Embaffy, Perry, Bruce, &c. 

§ Poflevinus, Margaret, Petreius, Olearius, Mayerberg, Le Brvyn, &c. 

| The circumference is nearly equal to that of Pekin, which, including the fuburbs, meafures forty 
verfts, or twenty-fix miles and three-quarters. Journal of St. Pet. April 1775, p. 243. . 

According to Heym, Mofcow contained in 1793, eight thoufand four hundred and thirty-nine houfes, 
ef which one thoufand three hundred and eighty-two were of brick. 

** Bufching’s Neue Erdbefchreibung, vol. i. p. 841. Edit. 1777. +t For 1781, p. 200, 
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hundred and thirty-four thoufand nine hundred and eighteen females, in all two hune 
dred and feventy-two thoufand fix hundred and fixteen fouls. In the courfe of the 
fame year the deathsamounted to three thoufand feven hundred and two, and the births 
to eight thoufand fix hundred and twenty-one; and in the end, the population of the 
diitri&t was found to be one hundred and forty thoufand one hundred and forty-three 
males, and one hundred and thirty-feven thoufand three hundred and ninety-two fe- 
males, in all two hundred and feventy-feven thaufand five hundred and thirty-five fouls. 
‘This computation is more accurate than either of the others; and its truth has been 
recently confirmed by an Englifh gentleman lately returned from Mofcow, who made 
this topic the fubjeét of his inquiries. According to his account, which he received 
from the lieutenant of the police *, Mofcow contains within the ramparts two hundred 
and fifty thoufand fouls, and in the adjacent villages, fifty thoufand. : 

If I was ftruck with the fingularity of Smolentko, I was all aftonithment at the im 
menfity and variety of Mofcow; a city fo irregular, fo uncommon, fo extraordinary, 
and fo contratted, never before claimed my attention, ‘The ftreets are in general ex- 
ceedingly long and broad; fome are paved;. others, particularly thofe in the fuburbs, 
formed with trunks of trees, or boarded with planks like the floor of aroom; wretched 
hovels are blended with large palaces;. cottages of one ftory ftand next to the molt 
ftately manfions, Many brick {truCtures are covered with wooden tops; fome of the 
timber houles are painted, others have iron doors and roofs. Numerous churches pre- 
fent themlelves in every quarter, built in the Oriental ftyle of archite@ure; fome with 
domes of copper, others of tin, gilt or painted green, and many roofed with wood. In 
a word, fome parts of this vaft city have the appearance of a fequeftered defert, other 
quarters, of a populous town; fome of a contemptible village, others of a great ca- 

ital. 
Mofeow may be confidered asa town built upon the Afiatic model, but gradually be- 
coming more and more European; exhibiting a motley mixture of difcordant architec 
ture. It is diftributed into five divifions: 1. Kremlin; 2. Khitaigorod ; 3- Bielgorod ; 
4. Semlainogorod ; 5. Sloboda, or fuburbs. 

t. The Kremlin was probably thus denominated by the Tartars when in poffeflion of 
Mofcow, from the word Krem or Krim, which fignifies a fortrefs. , It ftands in the cen- 
tral and higheft part of the city, near the conflux of the Mofkva and Neglina, which 
wath two of its fides, is of a triangular form, and about two miles in circumference. 
It is furrounded by high walls of {fone and brick, which were conftruéted by Solario, 
a celebrated architeét of Milan, in 1491, under the reign of Ivan Vaflilievitch L., as ap- 
pears from a curious infcription over one of the gates: 

‘* Joannes Vafilii Dei Gracia Magnus Dux Volodimerize Molcovize Novogardiz Ti- 
ferie Plefcovice Veticie Ongarie Permiie Buolgarie et Aliar. ‘Totius Q. Raxia Domi. 
nus Anno 'Yertio Imperii Sui Has Turres Condere Fet. Statuit Petrus Antonides Solae 
rius Mediolanenfis anno Nat. Domini 1491. K. Juli”? : 

The reader will doubtlefs be as much furprized as I was to find, that the Tzars em- 
ployed foreign architeéts at fo early a period, before their country was {earcely known 
to the reft af Europe. ‘The Kremlin is not disfigured by wooden houfes, and contains 


* This computation may be relied upon. For as a new aqueduét near Mofcow was jult finifhed, it was 
neceffary to form as exadt an eftimate as poflible of the number of inhabitants, in order to regulate the necef- 
fary fupply of water for each family. Richter obferves, « The population of Mofcow differs according to 
the feafon of the year, In winter, when the nobility and their retainers flock to the metropolis, the inha- 
bitants exceed three hundred thoufand ; ‘but in fummer, when they retire to the country, do not amount to 
~ two hundred thoufand.—Skizze von Mofkau. 
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the ancient palace of the Tzars, feveral churches, two convents, the patriarchal palace, 
the aricnal, now in ruins, and one private houfe, which belonged to Boris Godunof be- 
fore he was raifed-to the throne *. : 

2. The fecond divifion is called Khitaigorod, a term conjectured by fome etymolo- 
gifts to imply the Chinefe town. Voltaire, in his Hiflory of Peter the Great, fupports 
this opinion, when he calls Khitaigorod “ La partie appeliée la ville Chinoife, ott les ra- 
retés de la Chine f’etiallaient.”” But this divifion of Mofcow bore that appellation long 
before any connection was opened between the Ruffians and Chinefe; and the belt 
hittorians fuppofe the word Cathay or Khitai to have been introduced by the Tartars 
when they had pofletiion of Mofcowt: in proof of this conjecture it isalledged, that 
there.isa town in the Ukraine called Khitaigorod, and another of the fame name in Po- 
dolia ; both: which provinces, though unknown to the Chinefe, were either over-run or 
inhabited by Tartars. 

The Khitaigorod { is enclofed on one fide by that wall of the Kremlin which runs 
from the Moikva to the Neglina, and on the other by a brick wall of inferior height. 
It is much larger than the Kremlin, and contains the univerfity, the printing-houfe, and 
many other public buildings, together with all the tradefmen’s fhops. The edifices are 
moftly ftuccoed or white-wafhed ; and it has. the only ftreet in Mofcow in which the 
houfes ftand contiguous to each other without any intervals. . 

3. The Bielgorod, or White Town, which nearly encircles the two preceding divi. 
fions, is fuppoled to derive its name from a white wall with which it was formerly en- 
clofed, and of which fome remains {till exift. 

4. Semlainogorod, which environs the three other quarters, takes its denomination 
from a circular rampart of earth with which it is encompaffed. Thefe two divifions ex- 
hibit a grotefque group of churches, convents, palaces, brick and wooden houles, and 
mean hovels, in no degree fuperior to peafants’ cottages. 

5. The Sloboda, or fuburbs, form a vatt exterior circle round the parts already de- 
fcribed, and are invefted with a low rampart and ditch, Thefe fuburbs contain, befides 
numerous buildings of all denominations, corn-fields, much open pafture, and fome fmall 
takes, which give rife to the Neglina. 5 

"The Mofkva flows through the city in a winding channel; but, excepting in {pring, 
is only navigable for rafts: it receives the Yaufa in the Semlainogorod, and the Ne- 
glina ut the weftern extremity of the Kremlin ; both which rivulets are, in fummer, al- 
mott dry. 

The morning after our arrival, having ordered our Ruffian fervant to bire a carriage 
during our itay at Mofcow, he procured a coach with fix horles of different colours ; 
the coachman and poftillions were dreiled like peafants, with high cylindrical hats ; the 
coachman, with a long beard and fheep-fkin robe, {at on the box ; the pottillions, ina 
coarfe drugget garb, were mounted upon the off-horfes, according to the cuftom of 
this country. Behind the carriage was an enormous fack of hay : upon exprefling fur- 
prize at this appendage, we were informed, that almoft every carriage at Mofcow is 
provided with a viaticum of this fort, which, while the matter is paying his vifits, or is 
at dinner, is occafionally given to the horfes. Some refrefliments of this kind, indeed, 


* See the next chapter, where fome of thofe buildiogs are defcribed. Since my vifit to Mofcow, many 
additional buildings have been conftructed, particularly the fenate houfe, a magnificent ftructure, built by the « 
E.mprefs ; 

+ S.R.G. vol. vill, p. 538—54r. . 

+ Khitaigorod is faid to be of ‘Tartar derivation, and to mean the Middle Town, from its fituation be- 
tween the Kremlin and Bielgorod. 
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feemed neceffary, as our horfes never faw the ftable from the morning until the-even- 
ing, or at midnight; and remained during that interval, like thofe of our hackney. 
coaches, in the ftreets. During ovr continuance in this city, we, not uncommonly, 
perceived about dinner-time, in the court-yards of thofe houfes where we dined, many 
horfes without bridles, and unharnefled from the refpective carriages, browfing upon 
their portable provender ftrewed on the ground ; with them were intermixed different 
parties of coachmen and poilillions ; who at the fame time gratified the calls of hunger 
upon a repaft ready prepared, like that of their cattle, and which too required as little 
ceremony in ferving up. The frequency of thefe objecis foon rendered them familiar, 
and we ceafed to look upon our trufs of hay as an excrefcence. 

The firft vifit we made in our new equipage was to our banker, who lived at the 
furtheft extremity of one of the fuburbs, at the diftance of four miles from our inn, 
Our coachman drove through the town with great expedition, generally in a brifk trot, 
and frequently a full gallop, without any diftin@ion of paved or boarded ftreets. 
Having fettled our bufinefs with the banker, who was our countryman, and obligingly 
furnifhed us with a large collection of Englith newfpapers, we crofled the Yaufa over a 
raft bridge to a palace, con{tructed for the reception of the prefent Emprefs, wien the 
vifits Mofcow ; this palace is not, according to our ordinary acceptation of the word, 
a fingle ftruéture; but, in the true flyle of Afiatic grandeur, a vait aflemblage of nu- 
merous buildings, diftributed into feveral flreets, and bearing the appearance of a mo- 
derate town *. ‘he bafe of each building is {tone, but of fo foft a nature, that it feem- 
ed f{carcely adequate to fupport the fuperitruture; the bricks ufed for the remainder’ 
of the fabric crumbled at the touch, nor did the workmanfhip exceed the imaterials, for’ 
the walls were in many places out of the perpendicular line. 

The greater part of the timber cmployed in the conitru@ion of thefe vatt edifices. 
was fafhioned with the axe. ‘Though I often faw the carpenters at work, 1 never once 
perceived a faw in their hands; they cut the trees through with the axe, they hewed: 
planks with the axc, they formed the beams, and fitted them together with the axe. 
With this fimple engine they mortailed and tenanted the fmalleft as well as the largeft. 
pieces of wood, and {mocthed the boards for the floor wich the niceft exadtnefs, In- 
deed, the dexterity and jufnefs with which they-managed this inftrument was won-- 
derful; but the operatiun muil evidently occafion a prodigious wafte of labour and 
wood. 

The gardens which belonged to the old palace built by Elizabeth near the fpot where 
the prefent flructure was crecting, are ilill retained ; they are of confiderable extent, 
and contained fome of the belt sravel walks I have feen fice my departure from ing- 
land. In fome parts the grounds were laid out in a pleafing and natural manner, but 
in general the old flyle of gardening prevailed, and prefented rows of clipped yew. 
trees, long ftraight canals, and a profufion of prepofterous flatues. Hercules prefided 
at a fountain, with a retinue of gilded cupids, dolphins, and lamias ; every little ftruc- 
ture was a pantheon, and every grove was haunted by Apollos and Dianas; but the 
principal deity in the place was a female figure holding a cornucopia reverfed, which, 
inftead of diftributing as ufual, all kinds of fruit, grain, and flowers, poured out crowns, 
coronets, and mitres. ‘Lhe reign of theie deities was however doomed to be fhort :. 
under the aufpices of Catherine, all thefe inftanccs of grotefque tafte will be removed,, 
and give place to more natural ornaments. ‘This palace and. gardens occupy the ex- 








* Paul converted this palace ito barracks for two thoufand men, 
tremity” 
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tremity of the fuburbs, within the compafs of the exterior rampart which encircles the 
whole town. : ; : ; 

We foon ceafed to be furprized that our carriage was provided with fix horfes, as 
nothing was mcre common than to meet the equipages of the nobility with complete 
fets, driving merely about the ftreets of Mofcow. As the city is of fo large a compafs, 
many hackney carriages are ftationed in the ftreets for conveying paflengers to the dif. 
ferent quarters. Thefe vehicles are without tops, have moftly four wheels, and are 
provided either with along bench, or one, two, or three feparate feats, like arm chairs, 
placed fide-ways: their fares are fo reafonable, that fervants occafionally ufe them upon 
errands to diftant parts of the city. The coachman generally drives at the rate of etht 
or nine miles an hour. . : 

September 1. This morning we received a card of invitation from Count Ofterman, 
governor of Mofcow, to dinner for the 22d of Auguft; but as it was the ift of Sep- 
tember, our fervant who took the meflage, came laughing into the room, and izforine: 

‘us that we were invited to an entertainment that was paft: he had endeavoured, he 
added to convince the meflenger of the miftake ; but the man infifted thai the enfuing 
day was the 22d of Auguft. It was indeed a natural miftake in our fervant, who did 
not know that the Ruffians {till adhered to the old ftyle, and as he had paffed the 22d 
of Auguft in Lithuania, it is no wonder that he was furprized at finding it again fo foon 
at Molcow. 

Until the reign of Peter the Great, the Ruffians began their year in September, and 
dated their ara from the creation of the world *, and not from the nativity of our Sa- 
viour. In 1700, Peter inftituted a grand jubilee at Mofcow, and ordained that from 
that period the year fhould commence in January, and be computed from the Chriftian 
wra, according to the ftyle then in ufe in England. As a mark of veneration to his 
memory, no alteration has been made in the Ruffian calendar ; and Ruffia is the only 
European nation which {till retains the old {tyle. : 

The fame morning we carried a letter of recommendation from Count Stackelberg, 
the Ruffian Ambaflador at Warlaw, to Prince Volkonfki, governor of the province, who 
received us with great cordiality, and invited us to dinner, ‘defiring us to confider his 
table as ours during our continuance at Mofcow. ‘Vhe Prince is in his fixty-feventh 
year, and recollects Peter the Great, whom he defcribed as fix-fect in height, flrong and 
well made, with his head flouching and awry, of a dark complexion, and a countenance 
continually fubje& to diftortions; adding that he was generally dreffed in his green 
uniform, or a plain brown coat; was remarkable for the finenefs of his linen, wore his 
fhort black hair without powder, and whifkers. ‘The Prince amufed us with relating 
feveral anecdotes of that great monarch, and amongft others, one which he received 
from Prince. Mentchikof. 

After the battle of Pultava, while his father Prince Volkontki, was following 
Charles XJ. with a corps of light horfe, an aid-de-camp brought an order from Ment- 
chikof to halt: he obeyed, but difpatched a meflenger to acquaint the Prince that he 
was purfuing the King of Sweden with the faireft profpect of overtaking him. Ment- 
chikof was greatly aftonifhed-at this meflage, as no orders for difcontinuing the purfuit 
had iffued from him, and his fuppofed aid-de camp was never difcovered. As Peter 

" inftituted no inquiry concerning the perfon who had probadly prevented the capture of 


* They reckoned alfo, according to the opinion of the Greeks, 5508 years, inftead of only 336), from 
athe creation to the nativity. : i 
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his moft formidable rival, it is fufpe€ted that the ftratagem was contrived by himfelf, in 
order to avoid being embarraffed with a prifoner whom he would be unwilling either to. 
releafe or detain long in captivity. ; 

Nothing can exceed the hofpitality of the Ruffians, We never paid a morning vifit 
to any nobleman without being detained to dinner: we alfo conftantly received general 
invitations, but confidering them as mere compliments, were unwilling to intrude our- 
felves without further notice. We foon found, however, that the principal perfons of 
diftin@ion kept open tables, and were highly obliged by our reforting to them withouz 
ceremony. Prince Volkoniki in particular, having cafually difcovered that we had dine 
the preceding day at the inn, politely upbraided us, repeating his affurances that 
table was ours, and that when we were not engaged, he thould always. expe us for 
cfts. Indeed the ftrongeft expreffions can fcarcely do juftice to the attertion and 
Kindnefs of this excellent nobleman; not content with admitting us to his table without 
form, he was anxious that our curiofity fhould be gratified with the fight of every re- 
markable obje@ at Mofeow, he ordered his aide-de-camp to accompany us to different 
parts of the city, and as we were extremely defirous to become acquainted with Muller, 
the celebrated hittorian of this country, he invited him to meet us at dinner. 

Muller fpeeks and writes the German, Ruffian, French, and Latin tongues with un- 
common fluency, and reads the Englifh, Dutch, Swedifh, Danifh, and Greek with 
great facility. His memory is {till furprizing, and his accurate acquaintance with the 
ininuteft incidents of the Ruffian annals, almeft furpafics belief. 

At the conclufion of the dinner I had the pleafure of accompanying this eminent 
hiftorian to his houfe, and paffed fome hours in his library. He poffefies moft of the 
books in the different languages of modern Europe which treat of Ruffia: the Englith 
writers upon this country are far more numerous than I imagined. His colleétion of 
ftate papers and manufcripts is invaluable, aad arranged in the exacteft order. 

Every lover of literature muft regret, that Muller, who is admirably qualified for the 
tafk, and has already prepared the materials, has not favoured the public with a regular 
hiftory of Ruffia, and that on account of his advanced age, he mutt confign to others. 
the ufe of thofe papers which he has fo diligently accumulated. He will, however, 
always be confidered as the great father of Ruffian hiftory, as well from the excellent 
fpecimens he himfelf has produced, as from the vatt fund of information which he be- 
queaths to future authors. 

Gerard Frederic Muller was born in 1705, at Herforden, in the citcle of Weftphalia. 
He received the early part of his education under his father, Thomas Muller, reétor of 
Gymnafium ; in the feventeenth year of his age was removed to the univerfity of Rin- 
teln, and in the following year to Leipfic. Having greatly diftinguifhed himfelf by 
rapid advances in various branches of polite literature, in the twentieth year of his age, 
he was recommended to Peter the Great as a proper perfon to be appointed member of 
the Imperial Academy of Sciences. He arrived at Peterfburg in November 1725, after 
the demife of Peter; but was nominated by Catharine the Firft, adjunét to the Imperial 
Academy. He read lectures in the latin tongue on hiltory and geography, and in i730 
was appointed profeilor of hiftory, and member of the Imperial Academy. In the 
fame year he began his travels into Germany, Holland, and England, and during his 
refidence in London was chofen member of the Royal Society. Being deputed by the 
Emprefs Anne to explore the extreme parts of Siberia, and the peninfula of Kamtchatka, 
he fet out on the 8th of Auguft 1733, on this memorable expedition, in company with 
Steller, De Lifle, the elder Gmelin, and Krafheninikof. The indefatigable traveller 
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turned his principal attention to the hiftory, geography, antiquities, manners, ard cuf- 
toms of the various people and hordes of Siberia. He compiled or corrected maps of 
the diftri@ts which he vilited, arranged the archives of the principal towns, and copied 
the moft important documents. ; 

The unremitting affiduity with which he continued his inquiries, brought on a nervous 
complaint, which prevented him from accompanying his fellow travellers ; and com- 
pelled him to demand his recal. ; Having cbtained the Emprefs’s permiffion to return, 
he faw his companions depart with regret; but afterwards recovering his health, was 
impelled by literary zeal to continue his travels into the extreme parts of Siberia, not- 
with(tanding the fatigue of the journey, through an inhofpitable country, and over 
almoft impaffable roads. He vifited Irkutfk, Okorfk, and even penetrated to Yakut, 
where he arrived in 1736. In examining the archives, he found the original account 
of the Ruffian voyages in the Frozen Ocean, and in the fea of Kamtchatka, and difcovered 
that in the lat century, Defhnef, a Ruffian navigator, had taken his departure from the 
river of Kovyma, failed along the Frozen Ocean, and doubled the north-eaftern promon- 
tory of Afia*; thus afcertaining a point which had Jong agitated the literary world, that 
the continents of Afia and America were feparated by the fea. This important dif- 
covery occafioned various attempts to difcover the north-weftern coaft of America, and 
gave rife to the expedition of Captain Cook. ; 

" After an abfence of ten years Muller returned to St. Peterfburgh in the beginning of 
1743; and was received by the Emprefs Elizabeth with great marks of diftinétion. In 
1747 he was appointed hiftoriographer, and reétor of the Imperial univerfity, received 
other promotions at St. Peterfburgh, and at length was appointed by the prefent Em- 
prefs, Councellor of State, and Keeper of the Archives at Mofcow t. 

His principal work is a Collection of Ruffian Hiftories, in nine volumes, and contains 
many curious and interefting articles: an account of the Ruffian annals, drawn from 
the Byzantine writers, from the ancient Sclavonian chronicles, and from Snorro Stur- 
Jenfis, an hiftorian of Norway ; various details of the Calmuc Tartars, and Zaporavian 
Coflacs; the Commerce and Pofleffions of the Genoefe on the Coatts of the Black Sea, 
and at Azof; an account of the Ruffian and Chinefe Settlements on the river Amoor ; 
Hiltory and Commerce of Siberia; Hiftory of Ruffia, from the reign of Boris Godunof 
to the acceflion of Michael Feodorovitch ; Remarkable Things in Afiatic Ruffia, and 
in Turkey in Afia; the Ruffian Trade to China; Natural Hittory of the Diftritts be- 
tween the Don and Diepper ; Account of Novogorod, Dorpart, Pernau, and Riga. 

The third volume of this interefting work contains an “ Account of the Rufhan 
Voyages and Difcoveries along the Coafts of the Frozen Sea, and'in the Eaftern Ocean 
towards Japan and America,” from 1636 to the termination of Bering’s and Tchirikof’s 
expedition in 1742: to this publication I was greatly indebted for my account of the 
Ruffian difcoveries. : 

To thefe works the accurate and indefatigable writer fucceffively added many other. 
valuable performances on fimilar fubjedts, both in the German and Ruffian languages, 
which elucidate the hiftory and topography of this vaft empire. 

* See Account of the Ruffian Difcoveries bctween Afia and Ametica. 

4+ The Emprefs purchafed his fine colleGion of books and manufcripts for 2,cocl. This great patronefs 
of letters configned alfo to him the charge of arranging and printing, at her expence, a colle‘tion of Rajan 
Treaties, in the form of Dumont’s Corps Diplomatique ; but the death of the learned hiftorian prevented the 
completion. He died on the 16th of O&ober, 1783, in the feventy eighth year of his age; Catharine, a 


fort time before his death, honoured Mr. Muller with the order of St. Viadimir, and hbasteitified her refpe& 
to his memory by ennobling his family, 
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September 10. This day being facred to Alexander Neviki, a faint highly revered 
by the Rufftans, and in whofe honour an order of knighthood was inftituted by Peter 
the Great, was kept with great folemnity. Service was performed in the principal 
churches of Mofcow with all the pageantry peculiar to the Greek religion, and the Go- 
vernor of the province gave a fplendid entertainment, to which the principal nobility 
and clergy were invited, ; 

Alexander Neviki, aname more refpettable than moft of the faints who fill the Ruf 
fian calendar, was fon of the Great Duke Yaroflaf, and flourifned in the beginning of 
the 13th century, at a period when his country was reduced to the utmoft extremity by 
a combination of formidable enemies. He repulfed an army of Swedes and Teutonic 
knights, and wounded the King of Sweden with his own hand on the bank of the 
Neva, from whence he obtained the appellation of Neviki. He defeated the Tartars in 
feveral engagements, and delivered his country from a difgraceful tribute impofed by the 
fucceffors of Zinghis Khan. His life feems to have been almoft one continued {cene of 
action; and he performed fuch almoft incredible acts of valour, as induced an ignorant 
and fuperftitious people to confider him as a fuperior being, and confecrate his memory. 
He died about the year 1262, at Gorodetz, near Nifhnei Novogorod. The great fupe- 
riority of his character was evinced, as well by victories which diftinguifhed the Ruffian 
arms during his life, as by the numerous defeats which immediately took place on his 
deceafe. . 

The morning of this anniverfary was ufhered in by the ringing of bells uncommonly 
loud; inceffant peals refounded in every quarter of the city, but more particularly in 
the Kremlin, which contains the principal churches and the largeft bells. At eleven 
we paid our refpeéts to Prince Volkon{ki, who, as governor of the province of Mofcow, 
had‘a levee: he wore the red ribbon of the order of St. Alexander, and received the 
compliments of the principal nobility and gentry... From the levee we repaired to the 
cathedral of St. Michael, and were prefent at high mafs, performed by the Arch- 
bifhop of Roftof. The church being filled with an immenfe concourfe of people, we 
could not, without the utmoft difficulty, penetrate to the bottom of the fteps leading to 
the fhrine, from which the bifhop occafionally came forth to addrefs the congregation. 
The confufion arifing from the croud, and the rapid fucceflion of various ceremonies, 
diftrated our attention, and rendered us incapable of difcriminating the different parts 
of the fervice. We could only obferve in general a great difplay of pomp and {plen- 
dour, and many ceremonies fimilar to thofe defcribed on a former occafion, with the 
addition of others appropriated to the greater feftivals of the Ruffian church. 

At the conclufion of the fervice, which lafted two hours, we returned to Prince Vol- 
konfki’s, where ninety perfons were aflembled at an entertainment given in honour of 
the day: when the Archbifhop of Roftof entered the room, the Prince met him at 
the door, and kiffed his hand after the Prelate had made the fign of the crofs; 
he paid the fame mark of refpect to two other bifhops, and the greater part of the 
company fucceffively followed the Prince’s example. Being prefented to the Arcli- 
bifhop, [ held a long converfation with him in the latin tongue, which he fpoke with 
great fluency. He appeared to be fenfible, well informed, and verfed in various branches 
of literature : he had perufed the works of feveral of our belt divines, either originally 
written, or tranflated into Latin, and mentioned their compofitions with much approba- 
tion, I troubled him with feveral queftions relative to the fervice of the Ruffian church, 
which he anfwered with great readinefs and condefcenfion. The bible, he faid, is 
tranflated into Sclavonian, the liturgy is written in that language, which is the mother 
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tongue of the Ruflian, and therefore the ftyle of the facred writings, though fomewhat 
obfolete, is underftood without much difficulty, even by the common people. 

The clergy, he informed me, are divided into fecular and regular priefts; the latter, 
from whom are chofen the dignitaries of the church, are not permitted to marry ; the 
feculars are the parith priefts, and from a literal obfervation ef St. Paul’s precept, ‘the 
hufband of one wife,” are required, as a qualification for orders, to marry ; and, in the 
fpirit of the fame tenet, are after the death of their wives deemed unfit for the facred 
function, The difqualification arifing from ‘widowhood may, indeed, be healed by the 
Bifhop’s difpenfation*; but a fecond marriage irrecoverably divorces from the altar. 
The Archbifhop was politely continuing to acquaint me with many other circumftances 
peculiar to the ecclefiaftical eftablifhment, when the converfation was interrupted by a 
fummons to dinner. A finall table in the corner of the withdrawing-room, according 
to the cuftom in this country, was previonfly covered with plates of caviare, red herring, 
bread, butter, and cheefe, and-different forts of /igueurs, to which the company helped 
themfelves before they adjourned to dinner. ; 

About ninety perfons fat down toa fplendid entertainment. During the fecond 
courfe, a large glafs with a cover being brought to Prince Volkonfki, he ftood up, de- 
livered the cover to the Archbifhop, who fat next him, filled the glafs with champagne, 
and drank the Emprefs’s health, which was accompanied with a difcharge of cannon. 
The Archbifhop followed his example, and the glafs was in like manner circulated round 
the table. The healths of the-Great Duke, of the Great Duchefs, and of their fon 
Prince Alexander, were then fuccelflively toafted with the fame ceremonies; after which 
Count Panin arofe, and drinking a return of thanks to,the mafter of the feaft, wasjoined 
by the whole company. When each toaft was named by the Prince, all the perfons at 
table rofe out of refpeét, and remained ftanding while he drank. : 

During our flay at Mofcow we frequently experienced the hofpitality of Count 
Alexéy Orlof, who, in the laft war with the Porte, commanded the Ruffian fleet in the 
Archipelago, and burnt the Turkifh armament in the bay of Tchefme, for which action 
he was honoured with the title of Tchefminfki. _ The cuftom of conferring an additional 
name for the performance of fignal fervices to the country, was in imitation of the Ro- 
mans, ufua'ly practifed by Conftantine and his fucceffors the Greek Emperors, who 
reigned at Conitantinople. From that quarter it probably paffed to the Ruffians, who 
in the earlier times of their hiftory gave fimilar appellations to fome of their illuftrious 
leaders, Thus the Great Duke Alexander was called Neviki for his vi€tory over the 
Swedes near the Neva, and Demetrius Ivanovitch was denominated Doniki, for his con- 
queft of the Tartars upon the banks of the Don. This cuftom, which was long difcon- 
tinued, was revived by the prefent Emprefs. Marfhal Romanzof received the denomi- 
nation of Zadunaifki, for his vi€tories fouth of the Danube; Prince Dolgorucki that of 
Crim{ki for his fucceffes in the Crimea; and Count Orlof this of Tchefminfki, for the 
naval victory in the bay of Tchefme. 

The houfe of Count Orlof-is fituated at the extremity of one of the fuburbs, upon an 
elevated fpot, commanding a fine view of the vaft city of Mofcow and the neighbouring 
country ; many feparate buildings occupy a large tract of ground. The offices, ftables, 
manege, and other detached itructures, are of brick; the foundation and lower 
‘flory of the dwelling-houfe are built with the fame material ; but the upper part is of 


‘* In general the fecular prieit, when a widower, is received into a monaflery. 
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‘wood *, neatly painted of a green colour. We-carried a letter of recommendation from 
‘Prince Staniflaus Poniatow{ki, the King of Poland’s nephew, to the Count, who-re- 
ceived us with great franknefs. and detained us at dinner : he defired us to lay afide all 
form, adding, that he was a plain man, had a high efieem for the Englith nation, and 
fhould be happy to render us every fervice in his power during our ftay at Mofcow. 
‘We had the pleafure of dining feveral times with him, and always met with the moft 
polite reception, The Count feemed to live in the true ftyle of old Ruffian hofpitality, 
and kept an open table, abounding with a great variety of Greek wines,’ which he 
brought from the Archipelago. One difh ferved on his plentiful board, was extremely 
delicious, and only inferior to our bett venifon; it was a quarter of an Aftracan theep, 
remarkable for the quantity and flavour of the fat +. d 

There was mufic during dinner, -which generally made a part of the entertainment 
at the tables of the nobility. We obferved alfo another ufual inftance of parade; nu- 
merous retainers and dependents were iatermixed with the fervants, but feldom affift- 
ed in any menial office: they occafionally ftood round their lord’s chair, and feemed 
greatly pleafed whenever they were diftinguifhed by a nod or a fmile. In this train 
was an Armenian, recently arrived from Mount Caucafus, who, agreeably to the cuf- 
tom of his country, inhabited a tent pitched in the arden, and covered with felt. His . 
drefs confifted of a long loofe robe tied with a fath, large breeches, and boots: his 
hair was cut, in the manner of the Tartars, in a circular form 3 his arms were a poign- 
ard, and a bow of buffalo’s horn ftrung with the finews of the fame animal. He was 
extremely attached to his mafter; and, when firft prefented, voluntarily took an oath 
of fealty, and fwore, in the true language of Faftern hyperbole, to attack all the 
Count’s enemies ; offering, as a proof of fincerity, to cut off his own ears ;_ he alfo 
wifhed that all the ficknefs, which at any time threatened his mafter, might be tranf 
ferred to himfelf. He examined our clothes, and feemed delighted with pointing out 
the fuperiority of his own drefs in the article of convenience: he threw himfelf into 
different attitudes with uncommon agility, and defied us to follow his example: he 
danced a Calmuc dance, which confilted in ftraining every mufcle, and writhing the 
body into various contortions without flirring from the fpot : he beckoned us into the 
garden, took great pleafure in fhewing us his tent and his arms, and fhot feveral arrows 
to an extraordinary height. We were ftruck with the unartificial charaGer of this 
airmenian, who feemed like a wild man juft beginning to be civilized. 

Count Orlof, who is fond of the manege, is efteemed to poffels, though not the largeft, 
yet the fineft ftud in Ruflia, and he was fo obliging as to gratify our curiofity by convey. 
ing us to his country-houfe, at the diftance of fifteen miles from Mofcow. He conveyed 
us in his own carriage drawn by fix horles, harneffed with ropes, and placed two in 
front, and four a-breaft in the hinder row; an empty coach with fix horfes, ranged 
two by two, followed for parade. He was attended by four huffars, and the Armenian 
accoutred with his bow and quiver, who continually fhouted and waved his hand with 
the ftrongeft expreilions of tranfport ; he occafionally galloped his horfe clofe to the 


* Wooden houfes are by many perfons in this country fappofed to be warmer and more wholefeme than 
thofe of brick and tlone, which is the reafon why feveral of the Ruffian nobility chufe that part of the houfe 
which they inhabit thumfeives, to be confruéted with wood. 

t In the court-yard I obferved feveral theep of this fpecies ranging about the ftables, fo perfedtly. tame 
that they fuffered us to ftroke them. They are almoft as large as fallow deer, but with much fhorter legs : 
they have no horns, long flowing ears, and inftead of tails, a large bunch of fat, fometimes weighing thirty 


" -pounds. Mr. Pennant has given an engraving uf the‘e sheep in his Hiltory of Quadrupeds, which he has 
accompanied with an accurate defcription, 


carriage, 
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carriage, then fuddenly flopped and wheeled round to the right or left with great 
rapidity. 

In Gk route we paffed feveral large convents, furrounded, like many of the mo- 
nafteries in this country, with walls of brick, bearing the appearance of {mall fortreffes ; 
we croffed the Mofkva twice, and entered a circular plain of luxuriant pafture, in the 
mid of which rifes an infulated hill, with the Count’s houfe on the top. This feat 
commands a beautiful view of a circular plain, watered by the Mofkva, and fkirted by 
gentle hills, whofe fides prefent a rich variety of wood, corn, and pafture. 

The greater part of the ftud was grazing in the plain; it confifted of fine ftallions, 
and above fixty brood-mares, moft of which had foals. ‘The collection was gleaned 
from the moft diftant quarters of the globe; from Arabia, Turkey, Tartary, Perfia, 
and England. The Count obtained the Arabians during his expedition in the Archi. 

 pelago, fome as prefents from Ali-Bey, others by purchaie or conqueit from the ‘Turks: 
amongtt thefe he chiefly prized four horfes (two of which we had noticed in the ma- 
nege at Mofcow), of the true Cochlean breed, fo much elteemed in Arabia, and teldom 
feen out of their native country. 

The Count, after politely attending usto the ftud and about the grounds, regaled us 
with a moft elegant entertainment, at which his vivacity lent charms to his fplendour 
and hofpitality. On our return to Mofcow, we made a circuit to a fmall village fix 
miles from the capital, where a villa was erecting for the Emprefs, called Tzaricino, 
confifting, befides the principal building, of eight or ten detached ftruGures in the 
Gothic tafte, which were prettily difperfed among the plantations. The fituation is 
romantic, a rifing ground backed with wood, and a large piece of water embracing the 
foot of the hill. 

I cannot forbear to mention in this place an aét of almoft Eaftern magnificence, 
which this vifit afterwards occafioned. One morning in the enfuing winter, at Peterf- 
burgh, one of the fineft among the Arabian horfes, which Lord Herbert had greatly 
admired, was fent to him, accompanied with the following note : 


« My Lorp, 

* | obferved that this horfe pleafed you, and therefore defire your acceptance of 
him. I received him as a prefent from Ali-Bey. He is a true Arabian of the Coch- 
lean race, and in the late war was brought by the Ruffian fhips from Arabia to me 

’ while I wasin the Archipelago. I wifh he may be as ferviceable to you as he has been 
to me; and I remain, with efteem, your obedient fervant, : 
Count ALEXEY Orior TCHESMINSKI.” 


At the clofe of an entertainment, which the Count gave us at Mofcow,’ he intro. 
duced us to the fight of a Ruffian boxing-match, which is a favourite diverfion among 
the common people. We repaired to the manege, where we found about three hun- 
dred peafants aflembled. They divided into two parties, each of which chofe a chief, who 
called out the combatants, and pitted them againft each other: only a fingle pairwas allow- 
edto engage at thefame time, They did not ftrip, and had on thick leathern gloves with 
thumb pieces, but with no feparations for the fingers. From the {tiffnefsof the leather they 
could fcarcely double their fifts, and many of them ftruck open-handed. Their attitudes 
were different from thofe ufed by boxers in England : they advanced the left foot and 
fide, ftretched the left arm towards the adverfary to repel his blows, and kept the right 
arm {winging at fome diftance from the other. ‘They generally ftruck in a circular di- 
reétion at the face and head, never attacked the breaft or, fides, and feemed to have no 
notion of aiming a blow directly forwards, When any combatant felled his antagonift 
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he was declared vior, and the conteft ceafed. During our ftay we witneffed about 
twenty fucceflive combats. Some of the men were of vaft ftrength ; but their mode of 
fighting prevented mifchief : nor did we perceive any of thofe contufions and fra&ures 
in which boxing-matches in England frequently terminate. Both parties were highly 
interefted in favour of their re‘pective champions, and fecmed at times inclined to en- 
ter the lifts in their fupport ; but the firlt appearance of difpute, or growing heat, was 
checked by the Count, who aéted as mediator: a kind word, or even a nod from him, 
inflantly compofed all differences. When he appeared defircus to put ah end to the 
-eombats, they humbly requefted his permiflion to honour them with his prefence a 
little longer; upon his affent they bowed their heads to the ground, and feemed as 
pleafed as if they had received the higheft favour. ‘The Count is greatly beloved by 
his peafants, and their {tern countenances melted into the moft affectionate foftnefs at 
his approach. 

‘We made an agreeable excurfion to Mikaulka, the villa of Count Peter Panin, a- 
Ruffian nobleman of the firft diftinGtion, who fignalized himfelf in the late war again 
the Turks, by the capture: of Bender, and more recently by the defeat of the rebel 
Pugatchef. ‘The villa is fituated at the diftance of fix miles from Mofcow, in the midft 
of a large foreft. The Count originally purpofed to raife a grand edifice of brick, after 
a defign of his late wife; but on her death abandoned this project, and contented him- 
felf with a comfortable wooden houfe at the extremity of his grounds, which he firft 
ereéted only as a temporary habitation. His offices, flables, coach-houtes, dog ken- 
nels, lodgings for huntfinen and other menial fervants, form two long rows of detached 
wooden buildings, ali with uniform fronts neatly painted. The grounds are agreeably 
laid out in the ftyle of Englith parks, with gentle flopes, {pacious lawns of the fineft ver- 
dure, feattered plantations, and a large piece of water fringed with wood. 

We could not avoid feeling extreme fatisfaGtion at obferving that the Englith ftyle of 
gardening had penetrated even into thefe diftant regions. The Englith tafte, indeed, 
ean difplay itfelf in this country to great advantage, where the parks are extenfive, and 
the verdure, during the fhort fummer, uncommonly beautiful. Moft of the Ruffian 
nobles have gardeners of our nation, and refign themfelves implicitly to their direétion, . 
The Count, whois fond of country diverfions, hada pack of hounds chiefly of the Eng- 
lifh breed, confifting of an indifcriminate mixture of harriers, {tag and fox-hounds, fe. 
le€ted without regard to fize or fpecies. With this fame pack he hunted wolves, deer, 
foxes, and hares. He poffeffed likewife a fine breed of Ruffian greyhounds, in high 
efiimation for their fwiftnefs; they are fhaggy and wire-haired, and fome are taller than 
the largeft breed of Newfoundland dogs. 

‘The Count entertained us with a moft fumptucus dinner: we were particularly ftruck 
with the quantity and quality of the fruit in the defert: pines, peaches, apricots, grapes, 
pears, cherrics, which can rarely in this country be obtained without the affiftance of 
hot-houfes, were ferved in the greateft profufion *. There was a delicious fpecies of 
{mall melon, which was fent by land carriage from Aftracan to Mofcow, though at the 
diftance of athoufand miles}. One inftance of elegance which diftinguifhed the defert, 
and had a pleafing effet, muft not be omitted: at the upper and lower end of the 


* Since my departure from Roffia, horticulture has been confiderably improved. According to Ritcher, 
in his Sketch of Mofcow, pines are reared in great abundance in the hot-houfes about Mofcow, and may 
be purchafed for a rouble a piece. J. am alfo informed, by an ingenious Dutch gentleman, lately arrived 
from Roffia, that in the country houfe of Prince Gallitzin, he faw grapes nearly ripe in the open air. 

+ Thefe melons fometimes coft five pounds a piece, and at other times they may be purchafed in the 
markets of Mofcow for lefs than half a crown a picce. 
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table were placed two china vafes containing cherry-trees in full leaf, and fruit hanging 
on the boughs, which was gathered by the company. We obferved alfo in the defert 
a curious fpecies of apple, which is not uncommon in the neighbourhood of Mofcow : 
it is fomewhat larger than a golden-pippen, of the colour and tranfparency of pale am- 
ber, and has an exquifite flavour; the Ruffians call it Nevinich. ‘The tree thrives in 
the open air without particular attention to culture, but degenerates in other countrics; 
the flips and feed, planted in a foreign foil, have hitherto produced only a common fort 
of apple, but never the tranfparent fpecies. 

In returning from Mikaulka we paffed clofe to the villa of Count Razomoufki Het- 
man of the Ukraine, which had more the refemblance of a litle town than a country 
houfe. It confifted of forty or fifty buildings of different fizes ; fome of brick, others 
of wood; fome painted, and others plain. ‘he Count maintains his guard, a numerous 
train of retainers, and a large band of muficians. The Ruffian nobles difplay a great 
degree of grandeur and magnificence in their houfes, domeftics, and way of living. 
‘Their palaces at and near Mofcow are ftupendous piles of building, and I am informed 
that their manfions, at a diftance from Mofcow and Peterfburg, are upon a {till grander 
fcale ; where they refide-as independent princes, like the feudal barons in early times, 
ae their feparate courts of juftice, and govern their vaffals with almoft unlimited. 
way. 

« I did not expe& to find in this northern climate a kind of Vauxhall. It is fituated at 
the furtheft extremity of the fuburbs in a fequeftered fpot, which has more the appear- 
ance of the country than of a town. We entered by a covered way into the gardens,, 
which were fplendidly illuminate’, There was an elegint rotunda for a promenade, 
either in cold or rainy weather, and feveral apartments for tea or fupper. ‘The entrance 
money was four fhillmgs. The proprictor is an Englifhman, whole name is Mattocks. 
The encouragement he met with from the natives on this occafion enabled him to en- 
gage in conftructing at a great expence, a brick theatre, and, as an indemnification, he 
obsained from the Emprels an exclufive patent for all plays and public mafquerades, 
during ten years from the time of its completion. 

The finelt view of Mofcow is from an emimence about four or five miles from the 
town, of which I have forgotten the Ruffian name, but its fignification in Englith is 
Sparrow hill: upon this eminence were the ruins of a large palace built by Alexéy Mi- 
chaelovitch. Upon our return we ftopped at Vafilioffki, the villa of Prince Dolyo- 
rucki, which ftands upon the brow of the fame hill. Beneath the Motkva, which is 
here broader than ufual, expands into a femicircle, at fome diftance ; and the vatt city 
of Motcow makes a fuperb and magnificent appearance: the houfe is a large woeden 
building, to which we afcended by three terraffes. ‘The prefent poffeffor is prince Dol- 
gorucki Crimfki, who diftnguifhed himfelf by his vi@ories over the Turks in the Cri- 
mea, and by the conqueft of that peninfula. The models of feveral fortreffes which he 
befieged and took, are placed in the gardens, among which I particularly remarked 
thofe of Yenikale, Kerfch, and Precop. 

In traverling the apartments, the various reverfes of fortune which befell the family 
of Dolgorucki, occurred forcibly to my recollection ; efpectally when I furveyed the 
portrait of the Princefs Catharine Dolgorucki, whofe adventures, fo pathetically defcribed ° 
by Mrs. Vigor *, afforded one of the molt affeéting ftories in the annals of hiftory. 
‘That unfortunate Princefs, torn from the perfon fhe loved, was betrothed againit her 
inclination to the Emperor Peter U. On his deceafe the became a momentary fove- 


* Letters from Roffia by a Lady. 
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reign; but was almoft as inftantly hurried from the palace-to a dungeon, where fhe 
languifhed during the whole reign of the Emprefs Anne. Being releafed upon the 
acceflion of Elizabeth, fhe married Count Bruce, and died without iffue. 


Cuar. iL.—Number of Churches in Mofeccz.—Their outward Stru@ure.—Interior Di- 
viftons.— Worfbia of painted Images.—Defeription of an enormoxs Bell.— Princij 
ings in the Kremlin. — Ancient Palace.—Convent of Tfchucef.—Nunnery of Viefnovitfhoi. 
— Cathedral of St. Michael.—Tombs and Charatiers of the Tzars.—Genealogical Tables 
of the Ruffian Sovereigns. . 





‘THE places of divine worfhip at Mofcow are exceedingly numerous, and exclufive 
of chapels, there are four hundred and eighty-four * public churches, of which one 
hundred and ninety-nine are of brick, and the others of wood; the former are com- 
monly ftuccoed or whitewafhed, the latter painted of a red colour. 

The moft antient churches are generally fquare buildings, with a cupola and four fmall 
domes t, fome of copper or iron built, others of iron tinned, either plain or painted green. 
‘Lhefe cupolas and domes are for the moft part ornamented with croffes entwined with 
thin chains or wires ; each crofs has two tranfverfe bars {t, the upper horizental, the 
lower inclining, which, according to the opinion of many Ruffians, is fuppofed to be 
the form of the real crofs, and that our Saviour was nailed to it with his arms in a ho- 
rizontal pofition, and gne of the legs higher than the other. I frequently obferved a 
crefcent under the lower bar, the meaning of which no one could explain §. ; 

The infide of the church is moftly compofed of three parts; that called by the Greeks 
wgovaos, by the Ruflians Trapeza; the body; and the fandtuary or fhrine. : 

In the body of the church are frequently four fquare and maiflive piers, which fup- 
port the cupola: thefe piers, as well as the walls and cielings, are painted with nu- 
merous reprefentations of our Saviour, the Virgin Mary, and different faints. Many 
of the figures are enormoufly large, and executed in the rudeft manner, fome are 
caubed upon the bare walls; others upon large maflive plates of filver or brafs, or en- 
clofed in frames of thofe metals. The head of each figure is invariably decked with a 
glory, which is a maffive femicircle, refembling an horfe-thoe, of brafs, filver, or gold, 
and fometimes compofed almoft entirely of pearls and ‘precious ftones. Some of the 
favourite faints are adorned with filken drapery faftened to the walls, and {tudded with 
jewels; fome are painted upon a gold ground, and others are wholly gilded but the 
face and hands. ‘Towards the extremity of the body of the church is a flight of fteps 


* According to Heym, in 1793, Mofcow contained twenty-two convents, nine cathedrals, and three 
hundred and twenty-fix churches. 

+ The church of the Holy Trinity, fometimes called the Church of Jerufalem, which flands in the Khi- 
taigorod, clofeto the gate leading into the Kremlin, has a kind of high itceple and nine or ten domes ; it was 
built in the reign of Ivan Vaffilievitch 1], An engraving of that, as well as fome of the more antient 
charches, may be feen in Olearius and le Brun’s ‘Travels. 

i Tam here defcribing the moft antient churches; the modern crofles over thofe of St. Peterfburgh are 
moitly fingle. 

§ Dr. King ingenioufly accounts for the crefcent. ‘ Some churches have a crefcent under the crafs 
for when the ‘Tartars, to whom Mufcovy was fubjeGted two hundred years, converted any of the churches 
into moiques for the ufe of their own religion, they fixed the crefeent, the badge of Mahometanifm, upon _ 
them; and when the Grand Duke tvan Bafilovitch had delivered his country from the Tartar yoke, and 
reltored thofe edifices to the Chriftian worfhip, he left the crefcent remaining, and planted a crofs upon it 
asa mark of its victory over its enemy.’? Rites and Ceremonies of the Greek Church, p, 23. 
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leading to the fhrine ; and between thefe fteps and the fhrine is ufually a platform, upon 
which the officiating minifter ftands and performs part of the fervice. 

"The thrine or fanétuary is divided from the body of the church by the Inconoftas, or 
fkreen, generally the part the moft richly ornamented, and on which the moft holy pic- 
tures are painted or hung *, In its centre are the folding, called the holy, royal, or 
beautiful doors, which lead to the fhrine, within which 1s the holy tabic, a Dr. King 
well defcribes it, “ with four fmall columns to fupport a canopy over it: from which a. 
perifierion, or dove, is fufpended, as a fymbol of the Holy Ghoft; upon the holy table 
the crofs is always laid, and the Gofpel, and the pyxis, or box, in which a part of the 
confecrated elements is preferved, for vifiting the fick or other purpofes }.” 

It is contrary to the tenets of the Greek religion to admit a carved image within the 
churches, in conformity to the prohibition of Scripture, ‘¢’Thou fhalt not make to thy- 
felf a graven image,” &c. By not confidering the prohibition as extending to repre- 
fentations by painting, the Greek canonilts, while they follow the letter, depart from 
the fpirit of the commandment, which pofitively forbids us to worfhip the likenels of 
any thing under whatever form, or in whatever manner it may be delineated. 

Over the door of each church is the portrait of the patron faint, to which the com- 
mon people pay homage as they pafs, by taking off their hats, croffing themfelves, and. 
occafionally touching the ground with their heads; a ceremony which I often faw them 
repeat nine or ten times in fucceflion. 

Before I clofe the general defcription of the Ruffian churches, I muft not forget their 
bells, which form, I may almoft fay, no inconfiderable part of divine worfhip ; as the 
length or fhortnefs of their peals afcertains the greater or leffer fanctity of the day. 
They are hung in belfreys detached from the church, and do not fwing like our bells, 
but are fixed immoveably to the beams, are rung by a rope tied to the clapper, and 
pulled fideways. Some of thefe bells are of a ftupendous fize: one in the belfrey of 
St. Ivan’s church weighs three thoufand five hundred and fifty-one Ruffian poods, or 
one hundred and twenty-feven thoufand eight hundred and thirty-fix Englith pounds. 
It has always been efteemed a meritorious a& of religion to prefent a church with bells, 
and the piety of the donor has been meafured by their magnitude. According to this 
mode of eftimation, Boris Godunof, who gave a bell of two hundred and eighty-eight 
thoufand pounds to the cathedral of Mofcow, was the moft pious fovereign of Rufha, 
until he was furpaffed by the Emprefs Anne, at whofe expence a bell was caft, weigh- 
ing four hundred and thirty two thoufand pounds, which exceeds in bignefs every bell 
in the known world. ‘The fize is fo enormous, that I could fearcely have credited the 
account of its magnitude had I not myfelf afcertained the dimenfions. The height is 
nineteen feet, circumference at the bottom fixty-three feet eleven inches, greatelt thick~ 
nefs twenty-three inches}. The beam to which this vaft machine was faftened, being 
accidentally burnt, the bell fell down, and a fragment was broken off towards the 
bottom, which left an aperture large enough to admit two perfons abreaft without 
ftooping. 

Our inn being clofe to the walls of Kremlin, I had frequent opportunities of examining 
the principal buildings. 

* “ On the north fide of the royal doors the pi@ure of the Virgin is always placed, and that of Jefus on 
the fouth; next to which is that of the faint to whom the church is dedicated ; the fituation of the reft is 
indifferent. Candles or lamps are ufually fufpended before the images of Jefus and the Virgin, and feveral 
others, and fometimes kept perpetually burning.” Dr. King on the Greek church; p. 2g. 5 to which book 
I would refer the reader. 

+ King on the Greek church, p. 26. 

+ Mr, Hanway, in his Travels, has given an accurate defcription and engraving of this bell. 
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The palace, inhabited by the antient T'zars, ftands at the extremity of the Kremlin. 
Part of this palace is old, and continues in the fame flate in which it was built under 
Ivan Vaffilievitch I. - The remainder has been fucceffively added at different intervals 
without auy plan, and in various ftyles of architecture, which has produced a motley 
pic of building, remarkable for its incongruity. The top is thickly fet with numerous 
little gilded fpires and globes; and a large portion of the front is decorated with the 
arms of all the provinces which compofe the Ruffian empire. | The apartments are in 
general exceedingly fmall, excepting one fingle room, called the council-chamber, in 
which the antient Tzars ufed to give audience to foreign ambafiadors, and which has 
been repeatedly deferibed by feveral Englifh travellers, who vifited Mofcow before the 
Imperial refidence was transferred to Peterfburgh. The room is large and vaulted, and 
has in the centre an enormous pillar of ftone, which fupports the cicling *, 

Vhis palace, in which the Tzars formerly held their courts in all the fplendour of 
Eaftern ponip, was once efteemed by the natives an edifice of unparalleled magnificence ; 
fince the modern improvements in architecture, it is far furpafled by the ordinary man- 
fions of the nobility, and by no means calculated even for the temporary refidence of 
the fovereign t. . 

In this palace Peter the Great was born in 1672; an event here mentioned, not only 
becaufe it is remarkable in the annals of this country, but becaufe the Ruffians them- 
felves were, till lately, unacquainted with the birth-place of their favourite hero. That 
honour was ufually afcribed to Columnia, which; on that fuppofition, has been pro- 
funely ftyled the Bethlehem of Ruffia; but the judicious Muller has unqueftionably 
proved, that the Imperial palace of Mofcow was the place of Peter’s nativity {. I was 
greatly difappointed that we could not view that part of the palace called the treafury. 
The keeper being lately dead, the door was fealed up, and could not be opened until a 
fucceffor was appointed. Befide the crown, jewels, and royal robes, ufed at the coro- 
nation of the fovereign, this repofitory contains feveral curiofities which relate to and 
illuftrate the hiftory of this country. 

There are two convents in the Kremlin; one a nunnery, and the other a monaftery 
for men, called Tchudof, It is well known in the Ruffian hiftory as the place in which 
the T'zar Vaffili Shuifki was confined (1610) after his depofition, and from whence he 
was conveyed into Poland, where he only exchanged one prifon for another ftill more 
difmal, and fell a vidtim to his own difappointment and chagrin, as well! as to the ill 
treatment of the Poles. We are naturally led to compaffionate the fate of a depofed 
monarch, who dragged on a miferable exiftence amidft the horrors of perpetual im. 
prifonment ; but the black ingratitude of Vaffili Shuifki towards Demetrius, his fove- 
reign and benefactor, almoft extinguithes our fenfe of his calamitics. For even if the 
pericn who aflumed the name of Demetrius was an impoftor, Shuifki, when condemned 
for high treafon to an ignominious death, was indebted to him for his pardon; an a& 
of clemency ill requited by the depofition and murder of his benefaCor §. 

The nunnery called Viefnovitfkoi, was founded in 1393 by Eudoxia, wife of the Great 
Duke Dmitri Ivanovitch Donfki, who was canonifed and interred under the altar. The 
abbefs politely accompanied us over the convent, and pointed out every objeét worthy 


* « The roof of the audience chamber was arched and fupported bya great pillar in the middle.” Lord 
Carlifle’s Embafly, p.149. In the feaft which Aleséy Michaelovitch gave to the Earl of Carlifle, this 
great pillar was adorned with a wonderful variety of goid and filver veffels, p. 292. ‘ 

+ The Emperor Paul ordered this venerable {cat of the Ruffian monarchs to be reftored and fitted up as 
a manfion for himfelf and family. 

See Journ, St. Pet, & See Chap. 7. 
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of attention. She firft conduéted us to the principal chapel, whicl¥ contains the tombs 
of feveral Tzarinas and Princefles of the Imperial family. The tombs refemble {tone 
coffins laid on the floor, and ranged in rows; fome were inclofed with brafs, and others 
with iron batluftrades, but the greater number had no diftin@tion of this fort. Each fe- 
pulchre was covered with a pall of crimfon or black velvet, ornamented with an em- 
broidered crofs, and edged with a border of gold and filver lace; over thefe, on great 
feftivals, are laid other coverings of gold and filver tiffue, richly ftudded with pearls and 
precious ftones. The abbefs abligingly prefented me with a MS. Ruffian account of 
the Princefles interred in the church. Having examined the repofitories of the dead, 
and furveyed the rich veitments of the priefts, and the figures of various faints painted 
on the walls, the abbefs invited us to her apartment. She led the way, and at the top 
of the ftairs, as we entered the anti-chamber, ftruck the floor two or three blows with 
her ivory-haucdied cane ; when a chorus of twenty nuns received us with hymns, which. 
they continued finging as long as we flaid ; the melody was not unpleafing. In an ad- 
joining room tea was ferved to the company, and a table was plentifully fpread with 
pickled herrings, flices of falt fifh, cheefe, bread, butter, and cakes ; champagne and 
liqueurs were prefented by the abbefs herfelf. After partaking of thefe refrefhments, 
we attended the abbefs through the apartments of the nuns, many of whom were em- 
ployed in embroidering facerdotal habits for the Archbifhop of Mofcow, and then took 
our leave. ; 

‘The nuns wore a long robe of black ftuff, black veils, black forehead-cloth, and. 
black wrappers under the chin; the abbefs was diftinguifhed by a robe of black filk. 
Meat is prohibited, and the nuns live chiefly upon fifh, eggs, and vegetables. In other 
refpects the order is not rigid, and they are allowed to pay occafional vifits in the town. 

I have already had occafion to mention the great number of churches contained in 
this city. The Kremlin is not without its fhare; in a {mal] compafs I counted eight 
almoft contiguous to each other. Two of thefe churches, St. Michael’s, and the Af- 
fumption of the Virgin Mary, are remarkable; the one being the place where the fove- 
reigns were formerly interred, and the other where they are crowned. Thefe edifices 
are both in the fame ftyle of architecture ; and were probably conftruéted by Solario. of 
Milan, who built the walls of the Kremlin. Though the architect was obliged to con- 
form his plan to the ftyle of ecclefiaftical buildings which prevailed in Ruffia; yet their 
exterior form is not inelegant, although it is an oblong fquare, and too high in propor- 
tion to the breadth. 

In the cathedral of St. Michael I viewed the tombs of the Ruffian fovereigns. The 
bodies are not, as with us, depofited in vaults, or beneath the pavement, but are en- 
tombed in raifed fepulchres, moftly of brick, in the fhape of a coffin, and about two feet 
in height. When I vifited the cathedral, the moft antient were covered with palls of red 
cloth, others of red velvet, and that of Peter IL. with gold tiflue *, bordered with filver 
fringe and ermine. Each tomb has at its lower extremity a fmall filver plate, bearing - 
the name of the deceafed fovereign, with the era of his death. 

From the time that Mofcow became the Imperial refidence to the clofe of the fix. 
teenth century, all the Tzars have been interred in this cathedral; except Boris Godu- 
nof, whofe remains are depofited in the convent of the Holy Trinityt; the Tzar, under 
the name of Demetrius {, who was deftroyed in a tumult, and Vaflili Shuifki, who died 
in captivity at Warfaw. ; 


* On great feitivals all the fepulchres are covered with rich palls of gold or filver brocade, fludded with 
pearls and jewels. 
+ See Chap. 6. $ See Chap. 7. 
The 
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The tomb of Ivan Vaflilievitch I., juftly efteemed the founder of Ruffian greatnefs, 

claimed my priacipal attention. At his acceffion to the throne, in 462, Ruflia formed 
a collection of petty principalities, engaged in perpetual wars with each other, fome 
nominally fubject to the Great-duke of Mofcow, and all, with that monarch himfelf, 
tributary to the Tartars*. Ivan, in the courfe of a-long and profperous reign, gave 
a new afpeét to the Ruffian affairs: he annexed to his dominions the duchies of ‘Iver 
and other neighbouring principalities, fubdued Novogorod, and, what was {til more 
glorious and beneficial, he refcued this country from the Tartar yoke, and retufed the 
payment of the ignominious tribute exaéted from his predeceffors. He had no fooner 
delivered Ruffia from this dependence, than his alliance was courted by many Euro- 
pean fovereigns; and during his reign Mofcow faw, for the firft time, ambafladors 
from the Emperor of Germany, the Pope, the Grand-fignor, the Kings of Poland and 
Denmark, and the Republic of Venice. 
_ The talents of this able Monarch were not confined to military atchievements: Ruf- 
fia was indebted to him for the improvement of her commerce, and for opening a more 
ready communication with the European nations. Under his aufpices, the know- 
ledge of gunpowder and the art of cafting cannon were firft brouglit into Rufiia by 
Ariltotle of Bolognat. He employed the fame artift {, as well as other foreigners, 
to recoin the Ruffian money, hitherto disfigured by Tartar infcriptions ; he engaged, at 
a vaft expence,,. Italian artifts to enclofe the Kremlins of Mofcow and Novogorod with 
walls of brick, and to ereét feveral churches ahd other public ftructures with the fame 
materials §. For his various civil and military fervices he defervedly required the 
name of Great. Ivan is defcribed as a perfon of gigantic ftature, and ferocious afpect. 
His manners and deportment, ftrongly infected with the barbarifm of his age and coun- 
try, were fomewhat foftened and polifhed by the example of his fecond wife Sophia ||, 
a Grecian Princefg of confummate beauty and winning addrefs, who to all the fofter 
graces of her fex added a manly fpirit ; and who, while fhe infufed into her hufband 
a tafte for the arts of peace, animated him to thofe glorious enterprizes which tended 
to theagcrandizement of his country. ° 

Tvan the Great died in 1505, in the fixty-feventh year of his age: on each fide of 
his remains are depofited thole of his father Vafili Vaflilievitch, furnamed The Blind 4; 


* The fervitude of the Great-duke will appear from a paflage in Cromer, the Polifi hiftorian. 
«¢ Whenever the Tartar ambafladors were fent to Mofcow, in ordtr to colle& the accuitomed tribute, the 
Great-duke ufed to meet them, and offer, as a mark of his refpeét, a cup of mare’s milk ; and if a drop 
chanced to fall upon the mane of the harfe, on which the ‘Tartar ambaflador was fitting, he would himfelf 
lick it up. When they reached the hall of audience, the ambaffadors read the Khan’s letter, feated upon 
a carpet of the choicelt furs, while the Great-duke with his nobles knelt, and Ititencd in refpectful filence.” 
Cromer, L. xxix. p. 647- + Bachmeiiter’s Effai fur la Bib. de Peterf. p. 23. } Poffevinus. 

§ A vat effort in thofe barbarous times, and which deferves to be mentioned, becaufe at his acceffion 
to the throne almoft all the buildings of Mofcow were of wood. : 

|| Sophia was daughter of Thomas Palxologus, brother of Conftantine, the laft Grecian Emperor, 
who lott bis life when Conitantinople was taken by the Turks in 1453. Soon after that event Sophia re- 
paired to Rome with her father, where they lived under the protection of the Pope, who is faid to have 
negociated her marriage with the Great-duke, and even to have beftowed her portion. in hopes of pro- 
curing, through her influence, great advantages to the Reman Catholic religion in Roffia. But thefe 
hopes were frullrated 5 for Sophia, on her marriage in 1432, embraced the Greek religion. She encou- 
raged her hufband in fhaking of the Tartar yoke, and probably afliited him in procuring the ableit archi. 
teéts from Italy. Sce Herberitein, in Rer. Mof. Comm. p. 7. alfo Pau Jovii de Leg. Mof.—Ibid. p. 129. 
He received the appellation of The Blind, becaufe his eyes had been put out by order of his uncle, 





che having formerly depofed him, practifed this cruel expedient to difqualify him from re-afcending the 
throne. He was afterwards, however, reinflated in the fovereignty by the affeCtion of his fabjects, 
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and of his fon Vafili Ivanovitch, who fucceeded-him in the throne, and expired in 

1533. : : 
: ai a fmall chapel adjoining to thefe tombs is the -fepulchre of Ivan Vaffilie- 
vitch JE. *, fon and fucceffor of Vaflili Ivanovitch. This Sovereign is branded 
by many writers with the name of tyrant, and reprefented as the moft odious monfter 
that ever difgraced human ra In delineating, however, his general character, 
they are fometimes guilty of fulfehood t, and often of exaggeration ; and feem totally 
to forget many great qualities which he certainly poffeffed. Though we fhould not 
vive implicit credit to many idle reports of his favagenefs and inhumanity, yet it would 
be equally abfurd, and contrary to hiltorical evidence, to deny or attempt to apologife 
for many cruelties} aétually committed by this monarch, who, like Peter the Great, 
did not reckon clemency among the number of his virtues. 

But while we regard the ferocity of his temper with abhorrence, we cannot refufe the 
tribute of admiration to his political charaéter. He raifed the fuperftruture of the 
Ruffian grandeur, of which his grandfather laid the foundation, Inftead of a defultory 
militia, colleéted in hafte, and always impatient to difband, he inftituted a ftanding 
army 3 he abolifhed the ufe of the bow, hitherto the principal weapon among the Rui- 
fians; he trained them to fire-arms, and introduced a more regular difcipline. By 
means of this formidable body, he extended his dominions on all fides, conquered the 
kingdoms of Cafan and Aftracan, and rendered the Ruffian name refpectable to the 
diftant powers of Europe. He gave to his fubjeéts the firft code of written laws; he 
invited foreign artifts§ to Mofcow, introduced printing into Ruffia, promoted com- 
merce, and regulated the duties of export and import ; he permitted Englifh merchants 
to eftablifh factories within his dominions, and, with a liberality not always practifed 
by more enlightened fovereigns, granted to them the free exercife of their religion : 
he had even formed the defign, which death alone prevented, of inftituting various femi- 
naries for the cultivation of the Latin and German languages. 

Ivan Vaililievitch IH. died in 1584, in an agony of gricf at the death of his eldeft 
fon Ivan, whofe remains are placed contiguous to thofe of his father. Hiftorians have 
recorded, that this Prince received his death from the perfon to whom he was indebted 
for his life, by an unfortunate blow on the temple. The enemies of the Tzar imputed 
this melancholy cataftrophe to defign; while his apologifts ftrenuouily laboured to re- 





* Called, by the Englith writers, John Bafilovitz. 

Thus fome writers affert, that when he walked out, or made a progrefs through his own dominions, 
if he met any one whofe mien difpleafed him, hie would command his head to be ftruck off, or do it him- 
felf, Others as abfurdly relate, that he would order bears tu be let luofe upon a crowd of people af. 
fembled in the flreets of Mofcow, and diverted himfelf with the cries and agonies of the perfons devoured 
by thofe ferocions animals. Olearius informs us, that Ivan wantonly commanded the eyes of the archi~ 
teét, who built the church of the Holy Trinity at Mofcow, to be put out, that he might never contrac 

* any building of fuperior beauty. Thefe incredible tales confute themfelves ; but the following charge we 
are able to contradi& from our own hiftory. Ivan is faid to bave ordered the bat of the Englifh ambaf- 
fador, Sir Jerome Bowes, to be nailed to his head, becaufe he refafed to take it off in his prefence, 
‘This report was occafioned by the exaggerated account of a mifunderflanding between the Tzar aud Sir 
Jerome Bowes, which is related in the ambaflador’s difpatches. Hackluyt’s Collecion of Voyages, vol, i, 
‘p. 360, &e. 

“a t Tafances of which the reader will find in the 6th chap. of this book, and the 2d of book iv. 

Above three hundred art's of all profeffions, namely, painters, fculptors, architeéts, watch-makers, 
bell-founders, miners, armourers, ftationers, mafons, &c, already arrived at Lubec in their way to Mof. 
cow, but were prevented from proceeding by the intrigues of the inhabitants of Lubec, and the natives 
of Livonia. See Bachmeifter’s Effai fur la Bib. &c. p. 32. 
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prefent it as merely accidental. On weighing thefe difcordant accounts with impar 
‘tiality, it appears, that the blow was either cafual, or, if defigned to chaftife, not in- 
tended to be fatal. . 

Feodor, the fecond fon and fucceffor of Ivan Vaffilievitch IL, is interred in-the fame 
chapel: a Prince of fuch weak intelleéts and notorious incapacity, as to be a mere 
phantom of fovereignty, and entirely under the direction of his brother-in-law Boris 
Godunof. Feodor afcended the throne in 1584, and expired in 1598: in him ended 
the male line of the fovereigns of the houfe of Ruric*; a family which governed 
Ruffia for a period of feven centuries. 

Among the tombs in this church, the moft remarkable is that which contains the 
body of a child, fuppofed by the Ruflians to be the third fon of Ivan Vaflilievitch II. who 
ts faid to have been affaflinated at Vglitz; in the ninth year of his age, by order of Bo- 
ris Godunof. This tomb, which is more diftinguifhed than thofe of the Ruffian fove- 
reigns, is of brafs, and highly ornamented. The child is claffed among the faints of 
the Ruffian calendar, and, according to the legends of the church, his body is faid to 
have performed miracles, and is believed by the credulous to remain uncorrupted. 
‘The top of the fepulchre is frequently uncovered; and, during divine fervice on the « 
feftival of St. Alexander Neviki, I obferved feveral Ruffians kiffing the infide with . 
great marks of devotion. ‘The hiftory of the affaffination at Vglitz, and the adventures ° 
of the real or pretended Demetrius, require a feparate narrative }. 

The fovereigns of the houfe of. Romanof are interred in the body of the church: - 
their tombs are placed on each fide between the mafly piers which fupport the ~ 


roof. 

The firft of this iluftrious line is Michael Feodorovitch ; whofe election in 1613 put 
afinal period to a long fcene of civil bloodfhed, and reftored tranquillity to his diftracted ' 
country. He owed his elevation to his high rank and princely defcent ; but more 
particularly to the virtues, abilities, and popularity of his father Philaretes. Ladiflaus, 
Prince of Poland, having received a tender of the crown, from a body of Ruffian no- 
bles, affumed the title of Tzar, and eftablifhed a garrifon at Mofcow: foon afterwards . 
a powerful party, averfe to the government of a foreigner, expelled the Poles from 
the capital, and unanimoufly advanced Michael to the throne, though fcarcely feven- 
teen years of age. It is fingular, that he was raifed to this high ftation, not only with- 
out his knowledge, but even in repugnance to his own inclination. When the deputies - 
from Mofcow arrived at Coftroma, where he refided with his mother, and acquainted 
him with his eleétion, Michael, recolleCting the dreadful cataftrophes which had befal- 
len ail the Tzars fince the demife of Feodor Ivanovitch, and reflecting on. the diftraéted 
flate of Rufia, burft into tears, and declined a crown, which feemed to entail deftruction 
upon.thofe who had ventured to wear it j. Overcome, however, by the importuni- 
ties of the deputies, and dazzled with the {plendour of royalty, Michael at length yield- 
ed to the withes of his country, and repairing without delay to Mofcow, was crowned 
with the ufual folemnities. ‘Though he afcended the ‘throne with reluctance, he 
filled it with dignity, and found a protection from thofe difafters which overwhelmed 
his immediate predeeeffors, -in his own difcretion, in the wife counfels of his father, 
and in the affection of his fubjects. Michael died in 1645, after a profperous reign of . 
twenty-three years. 


* Unlefs Demetrius was the real fon of Ivan Vafiilievitch IT. + See Chapter 7. 
$ See Bufching’s Account of the Eleétion of Michael. Hift, M. IL. p. 403. : 
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Alex¢y Michaelovitch his fon, whofe afhes are contiguous to his reniains, is chiefly - 
known by foreigners as thefather of Peter theGreat; but he deferves likewife our atten. 
tion for his own public virtues, and for many falutary inftitutions. He revifed, amend. 
ed, and new-modetted the code of laws compiled by Ivan Vaffilievitch IL; he intro. 
duced a more regular difcipline into the army, and invited foreign officers into his 
fervice *; he procured from Amfterdam fhip-builders, whom he employed in con- 
ftructing veflels for the navigation of the Cafpian Sea: in a word, he traced the great 
outlines of thofe regulations, which were afterwards improved and enlarged by the 
valt genius of .his fon Peter the Great, Alexéy deceafed in 1676, in the 32d year 
of his reign, and the forty-ninth of his age. 

Oppofite to the fepulchre of Alexéy are thofe of his fons Feodor and Ivan. Feodor, 
who fucceeded his father in the throne, is deferibed by Voltaire and others as a prince 
who pofleffed a vigorous mind in a weak frame, and whofe adminitration was dignified 
with many ufeful and glorious regulations. But incapacity, no lefs than ill-health, 





difqualified him from condu@ing the affairs of government ; he refigned himfelf to 


the diredtion of his filter Sophia, and all the beneficial a@ts of his adminiftration mutt 
be afcribed to her influence, and to the abilities of his prime minifter, the great Galitzin, 
Feodor, after a fhort reign of fix years, funk under the diforders which had long prey- 
ed upon his frame. 

Ivan, fecond brother of Feodor, was rightful heir of the throne; being debilitated 
by epileptic fits, both in body and mind +, was at firlt excluded from the fucceffion, 
as incapable of difcharging the funétions of government; but being afterwards recog. 
nifed as joint-fovereign with his half-brother Peter the Great, he was confidered merely 
as a puppet, to fatisfy the multitude, and fecure to: his adherents a fhare in the adminii- 
tration of affairs. He was allowed to continue this ftate-pageant during the remainder 
of his life ; and his death, which happened in 1698, was fcarcely perceived by his fub- 
jects, and not known to the reft of urope, except by the omiftion of his name in the 

ublic ats, : 

j ‘The fucceeding fovereigns are interred at Peterfburg, excepting Peter II., whofe 
athes repofe in this cathedral. his monarch, the fon of the unfortunate Tzarovitch 
Alexéy, was born in 1715, fucceeded in 1727 Catharine I. and died in 1730 of the 
fmall-pox, on the day appointed for his marriage with Princefs Dolgorucki. His death 
was occafioned by the ignorance of the phyficians, who treated his diforder as a ma. 
lignant fever. He acquired great popularity by fixing, during the latter part of his 
thort reign, bis imperial refidence at Mofcow. He was regretted as the grandfon of Peter 
the Great, and as the prince in whom the male line of the houfe of Romanof became 
exting. 


* Mayerberg fays, among the foreign officers in the fervice of Alexéy Michaelovitch, were two generals, 

two field marfhals, more than a-hundred colonels, majors, captains, lieutenants, and eniigus in pro~ 
ortion. 

: + Schleiffing, who was at Mofcow during the adminiftration of Sophia, thus defcribes the perfon of 
fvan. * Ivan Alexéy, the eldeft Tzar, is ill-formed by nature, infomuch that he can neither rightly 
fee, read, nor fpeak. He always wears a piece of green filk before his eyes, in order to prevent the up- 
per part of his face from being feen on account of its deformity, But he is very pious and devout ; and as, 
on account of his weak conftitution, he cannot hunt, or take any violent exercife, he is the more conftant 
in his attendance at church, and never miffes a proceffion, He is fhort in his perfon, very thin, and is 
now thirty years of age. 
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SOVEREIGNS of Moscow of the House of Ruric. 


— 
t. Daxter, fon of Alexander Neviki, firft 
duke of Mofcow, died about 1303. * 
| ‘ 





[ee ; 
2 Ivan, fourth fon of Daniel, died about 1440. 





3- Simvon Inanoviren, died about 1553. 4. wan Ivawoviren, died, 1539. ; 





1 
5. Darrri HI. Ivanovitch Doniki, died 1389. 
| ; 





6, Vassita Dusraieviten,born 1370; died 1425. 


7. Vassirx Vassitievincw THE Burnp, born r4rs ; died 1462. 





| 
8. Ivan Vassiusevircn 1. born 14383 died 1505, 





f , : sed 
Ivan, died before his father. 7 g. Vassixi Ivanovitcn, born.1458; died 1533. 
| i . 
Darrai, died in prifon. 10, Ivan Vassitizvircen II. b. 1530; d. 1584. 
Ivan, died before his father. 11. Fepeor, 1557 3 died 159 Durrant, or Demeraws, fuppofed 


by the Ruffians to have been affaf 
‘ . finated at Uglitz in 15y1; hy others 
to have reigned under the name of 
Demetrius, 


+ . 


Tzars of different Families, . 


13. Boxrs Gopunor, elected Tzar 1598; died in | Duirri, or Demetrius, the Falfe Demetrius of | Vassti1 Ivanoviren Suvisx1, elected Tar upon 
1605. the Ruffians; by others called the fon of Ivan Vaf- the affaffination of Demetrius in 1609; depofed in 
His fon Feodor, proclaimed Tzar in April by his fa- | — Gilievitch II. afeended the throne in June, 26053] 16103 died in captivity at Warlaw. 
thers party, and put to death in June, can fearcely | affgffinated May, 3606. - 
be claffed among the Ruffian fovereigns. S ss 
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Soverzicns of Russia of the Houfe of Romanor.. 


x, Mignatt Feonorovitcg, elected Tzar 613; died 1633. 





SS, 


1 4 
2. Auzxe'y Micuarrovitcs, died 1676 ; married, 1. Maria Mina Miloflafsky ; 2, Natalia Kirilofna Navifkin. 


. aa nae ney 
s ied | i 
jarnta, died 1704 4 Peter tHe Great, by Natalia, borit 


4 Ivan Azeatevircs, born 1666; 
died 16953 married Profkovia 
Soltikof. 


9. Feopor Axexizvites, born, 


16513 died 1682. Alexey had many 


other daughters 
who ali died un- 
married. 


{ 
3 ANNE IVANOFNA, born 1694; 


Cavuantne Ivanorna, died 17333 ¥ 
Emprefs 17303 died 17405 


“married Charles’ Leopold, Duke of Auexey, PerroviTcu, 








Annex Prrroena, by 


16723 died 1725: married, 7. Eudokia 
Lapokin, 


2. §. CATHARINE, who was born about 1689 5 


Emprets 1725 ; died 1727. 


9. Evsz amet, 
ty Catharines 
bo. 1709 ; Fiae 
prefs r74r3 d. 
1761, 


Catharine, b. 17075 
4. 1730; m, Charles: 
Frederick Duke of 
Holftein Gottorp. 





10. Peter II. born 1728; Emperor 1761; 
depofed and died 317623 married 

11. CaTHarine Il. Princefs of Anhalt- 
.Zerbet the prefent Empre(s, born 
17293 4.1796. 





Mecklenburgh, married Frederick William Duke by Eudokia, born 1691 5 
of Courland. died 1718; married 
Charlotte, Princefs of 
Brunfwick. " 
Awwe, Regent of Ruffia, 17405 
died in prifon at Kolmogori, 
1746; married Anthony Ubic Pp. Ie A : a 
brother to the Duke of Brun’ Fae in a Empevor 17273 
wick. Anthony died 5782 died 1730. * 
| 
‘ 3. Ivan, born and Emperor 
om 1740; depofed 1747, put 
co death at Schiugelburgh. 
1764, 


oe) 


32. Pavti. Petrovitcn, born 17545 married 
1. Natalia Princefs of Heffe-Darmftadt 5 
2. Maria Princefs of Wurtesiburgh Stut- 
; gard; Emperor 1796 ; d. ¥80r- 
Micuart 


ConsTantine, born 1979 5 
b, 4798. 


married Juliana Brincefs of 
Saxe Cobourg. 


x5. ALEXANDER, born 17773 
married Louifa Princefs of + 
Baden, now Elizabeth Alexe 
jeyna; Einperor 18c1, 


gog- 
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Crap. 1V.—Cathedral of the Affumption. of the.Virgin Mary it the Kremlin.—Tombs 
of the Rufian Patriarchs.—Origin and Abolition of the patriarchal Dignity.—Account 
of the Patriarch Philaretes, Father of the Houfe of Romanof:— Biograghtcal Anedotes 
of the Patriarch Nicon. : 
THE cathedral of the Affumption of the Virgin Mary; appropriated to the corona- 

tion of the Ruffian fovereigns, alfo fituated in the Kremlin, is the moft magnificent 

temple in Mofcow. The fkreen is in many parts covered with plates of folid filver 
and gold richly worked. From the centre of the roof hangs an enormous ehandelier 
of mafly filver, weighing two thoufand nine hundred and forty pounds: it was made 

in England, and prefented by, Morofof, prime-minifter of Alexéy Michaelovitch a 

The facred veffels and ‘epifcopal veftments are extremely rich; but the workmanship 

is in general rude, and by no meats equal to the materials. 

Many of the painted figures which cover the infide walls are of a coloffal fize, anf 
were executed fo early as the clofe of the fifteenth century. This church alfo contains 
a head of the Virgin, fuppofed to have been painted by St. Luke, and greatly cele 
brated in this country for the power of working miracles. The.face is almoft black ; 
the head is ornamented with a glory of precious ftones, and the hands and body are 
gilded, which gives it a grotefque appearance. It is placed in the fkreen, and enclofed 
within a filver cafe, which is never removed but on great feftivals, or to gratify the eu- 
riofity of ftrangers. This Madonna, according to the tradition of the church, was 
brought from Greece to Kiof, transferred from thence to Volodimir, and afterwards to 
Mofcow. It feems to have been a Grecian painting, and was probably anterior to the 
revival of the art in Italy t. 

In this cathedral are depofited the remains of the Ruffian patriarchs. 

The firft was Job, before whofe time the primate of the Ruilian church was fuffrgan 
to the patriarch of Conftantinople. Job, being metropolitan archbifhop of Mofcow, 


* According to Storfch it was a prefent from the Venetians to Boris Godunof, and weighs two thou- 
fand eight hundred pounds. 

+ I faw feveral reprefentations of the Virgin in the north of Italy fimilar to this painting: font: 
were called the produétions of St. Luke, others of Cimabue, or his {cholars, ‘Phe compicxion in 
thefe was likewife of a dufky hue. Probably the Grecian painters reprefented the Virgin of a dark 
complexion, which was copied by Cimabue and the earlieft Italian artifts, who received the art from 
the Greeks. Le Bruyn, fpeaking of this Madonna at Mofcow, fays, “It is very gloomy and almoft 
black ; but whether this proceeds from the effets of time, or the fmoke of tapers, or the fancy of the 
painter; certain it is, there is no great matter in it, &c. Travels, vol. i. p. 70. An ingenious author, 
in a late publication, mentions in the monaftery of Monte Virgine, a coloffal portrait of the Virgin 
Mary, which paffes for the work of St. Luke the Evangelift, and adds, Thee are in Italy and ie - 
where fome dozens of black ugly Madonnas, @hich all pafs for the work of his hands, and as fuch are 
revered.” To which paflage he fubjoins the following note, but without citing his authority: ‘ The 
origin of this fable, or rather miflake, appears to be, that about the time that paintings of holy fubjects 
came into fafhion, thcre lived at Conftantinople a painter called Luke, who, by many reprefentations of 
the Virgin, acquired a very tranfcendang reputation. He was a man of exemplary life, and on account 
of his piety, and the edifying ufe he made of his talents, was generally known by the name of the Holy 
Luke. In procefs of time, when-the epocha and circumftances of his Jife were forgotten by the vulgar, 
and his performances had acquired by age a fmoky, dufky cait, fufficient to perplex the fhort- fighted 
connoiffeurs of thofe days, devotees afcribed his pi€tures to the Evangelift, who was pronounced a painter 
becaufe they knew of no other faint of the name, and becaufe, if he had been a painter, no one could 
have had fuch opportunities of examining and delineating the features of the holy model.” Swinburne’s 
Travels in the I'wo Sicilics, p. 123. For proof of the introduGtion of painting into Ruflia and Italy by 
the Greeks, fee the Defcription of the Cathedral of St. Sophia at Novogorod. 
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was, in 1588, inftalled in this cathedral Patriarch of Ruffia, .by Jéremias, Patriarch of 
Conftantinople. “Phe ceremony of tranflating the fee from the capital of Turkey to 
this city is thus defcribed by an author who was himfelf prefent *: : 

“ On the 25th of January, 1588, the Greek Patriarch, accompanied with the Ruoffe 
cleargi, went to the great church of Prechefte, or our Ladie, within the Fmperour’s 
caftle, where he made an oration, and delivered his r¢fignation in an inttrument of writ- 
ing, and fo laid down his patriarchal ftaife ; which was prefently received by the metro- 
polite of Mofko, and divers other ceremonies ufed about the inaugration of the new 
patriarch.” : 

The moft vénerable of Job’s fucceffors in the patriarchal fee was Philarctes, who, 
though no fovereign himfelf, is celebrated asthe founder of that line of Ruflian mo- 
narchs, diftinguifhed by the name of the houfe of Romanoft. His fecular name was 
Feodor, and he drew his lineage from Andrew, 2 Pruffian prince, who came into Ruffia 
about the middle of the’fourteenth century, and whofe inimediate deicendants enjoyed 
the higheft offices under the fovereigns of this country. Feodor was fon of Nikita Ro- 
manovitch, great grandfon of Andrew, and brother of Anaftafia, firlt wife of Ivan Vat- 
filievitch II. When Boris Godunof was elevated to.the throne, the, high birth, great 
abilities, and popularity of Feodor Romanof, rendered him fo obnoxious. to the new 
monarch, that he was compelled to affume the pricfthood, and confined in a monattery, 
on which occafion he, according to the Kuffian cuftom, changed his name to Philaretes. 

On the acceffion of the fovercign whom the Ruffians call the Falfe Demetrius, Phila- 
retes was releafed from confinement, and appointed to the archbifhopric of Roftof:. Soon 
after the depofition of Vaflili Shuifki, a {trang party among the nobles having agreed to’ 
eleé&t Ladiflaus, fon of Sigifmond IIf. King of Poland, Tzar of Ruffia; Philaretes was 
difpatched at the head of an embaily, to fettle the conditions of his fon’s election, He 
found the Polith monarch engaged in the fiege of Smoleniko; and when the King de- 
manded the immediate ceflion of that town, Philaretes replied, ‘* When your fon has 
afcended our throne, he will poffefs not only Smolentko, bat all R uffia, and it ill becomes 
you to difmember his territories.” Sigifmond, exafperated at this fpirited reply, and itil 
farther inflamed by the remonttrances of the Ambaffadors againit bis conduct towards 
Ruffia, arrefted and threw them into prifon. Philaretes languithed nine years in the 
cattle of Marienburgh {, in Pruffia, under a rigorous confinement. ; 

His abfence, however, did not diminifh the veneration which the Ruffians entertained 
for his character: the whole nation unanimouily conferred the crown on bis fon 
Michael, a youth only in the feventeenth year of his age; in hopes that a peace with 

Poland would reftore Philaretes to his country, and render him the director of that 
power with which they invefted his fon. This expe€tation was gratified at the truce of 
Develina, concluded in 1619, between Ruflia and Poland,-which gave Philaretes to the 
wifhes of the peopla On his arrival at Mpleow fie was confecrated patriarch, and became 





* Fletcher’s Ruffia, chap. zt. This author adds, that Jeremias, whom he calls Hieronimo, bad been 
either banithed from Conftantinople by the Turks, or depofed by the Greek clergy; that he came to 
Mofcow without any invitation from the Ruffians, to obtain money from Feodor Ivanovitch, and with this 
view propofed the tranflation of the patriarchal fee from Conftantinople to Mofcow. Others deny that he 
was either depofed or banifhed, and relate, that the Tzar having forma!ly demanded the confent of the four 
Patriarchs of Alexandria, Antioch, Confantinople, and: Jerufalem, to the efablifhment of a.new Patriarch 
ia Ruffia, they acceded to the requeft, and folemnly deputed Jeremias to Mofcow, who invefted the metro- 
politan Job with the new dignity. King on the Greek Church, p. 496. * 

 In’confequence of a cuftom prevalent among the Ruflians to adopt the appellation of the grandfather 
for a family name, the new royal line was called Romanof, in honour of Roman, Feodor’s grandfather. 

{ Bulching. Hilt. Mag. v, ii. p. 403. r 
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the real, though not the oftenfible fovereign of his country, as his fon held the reins of 
government under his direftidn. " He was invefted with the adminiftration of affairs ; 
his name was frequently affociated in the public acts with that of the Tzar; he gave 
audience to “Ambaffadors, and on many public occafions was permitted to take prece- 
dence of his fon*. His experience, moderation, and abilities, rendered him worthy of 
thefe high honours and unbounded authority ; and the profperity of Michael’s reign 
proclaimed the wifdom of his fage monitor, Philaretes died in 1633, in an advanced 
age, regretted by his fon and the whole kingdom. 

The laft of thefe patriarchs was Adrian, at whofe .demife, in 1699, Peter the Great 
refufed to nominate a fucceffor; and in 1721 the patriarchal dignity was formally 
abolifhed. 

In a former chapter I obferved, that there are no feats in the Ruffian churches, the 
ceremonial of the Greek worfhip requiring all perfons to ftand during the performance 
of divine fervice. In this cathedral 1 obferved two eleyated places near the fkreen, en- 
clofed with rails without feats: one is appropriated to the fovereign; the other was 
formerly deftined for the patriarch, whofe ftate and grandeur were not inferior to thofe 
of the Tzar himfelf. Upon fome public occafion the Archbifhop of Novogorod, who 
afpired to have the patriarchal dignity revived in his perfon, pointing to the place for- 
merly occupied by the patriarch, remarked to Peter, “ Sire, that {tru@ture is now ufe- 
lefs, will not Your Majefty order it to be removed,?” Peter was filent ; but the Arch- 
bifhop repeating the queftion, replied, ‘That place fhall not be removed, nor fhall you 
fill icf.” 

‘The Ruffians reckon eleven patriarchs from the firft eftablifhment of the dignity in 
the perfon of Job, to its final abolition after the death of Adrian. Of thefe the greatelt 
and mott contpicuous was the celebrated Nicon 3. whom, as he is the only patriarch not 
interred in this cathedral, i could not- mention on contemplating their ‘tombs. It is 
hoped that no apology is neceffary for the account of a prelate, whom fome Ruflians (till 
abhor as Antichri{t, and others adore asa faint; and whofe extraordinary character has 
never been faithfully reprefented to the Fnglith reader. 

Nicon was born in 1613, in a village of the government of Nifhndi Novogorod, of 
obfcure parents. He received, at the baptifal font, the name of Nikita, which, when 
he became monk, he changed to Nicon. He was educated in the convent of St. Maca- 
rius, under the care of a monk. From the courfe of his ftudies, which were alot 
folely directed to the Holy Scriptures, and the exliortations of his preceptor, he imbibed, 
at a very early period, the ftrongeft attachment to a monattic life, and was only pre- 
venied from following his inclination by the authority of his father. In contormity; 
however, to the wifhes of his family, he entered into matrimony ; and as that fate pre- 
cluded him from being admitted into a convent, he was ordained a fecular priclt. 

With his wife he paifed ten years; firft as a parifh prieft in fome country village, and 
afterwards at Motcow in the fame capacity; but lofing three children, whom he tenderly 
loved, his difguft for the world and his propenfity to folitude returned with redoubled 
violence ; and, having pertuaded his wife to take the veil, he entered into the monaltic 
order. He chofe for his own retreat a {mall ifland of the White-Sea, inhabited only by 
a few perfons, who formed a kind of ecclefiaftical eftablifhment, as remarkable for the 
aufterity of the rules as for the folitude of the fituation: twelve monks occupied fepa- 
rate cells, equally diftant from each other { and from the church which ftood in the 








* Schmid. Raff Gef. v. ii. p, 13. — Bufching. Hift. Mag.-v. vil. p. 329. — Olearius. ~ 
+ From Prince Volkonfiki. $ Two verits, or a mile and a half. 
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centre of the ifland. Thefe lonely anchorites affembled regularly on Saturday evening 
in the church, where they aflifted in the performance of divine fervice during the whole 
night, and the next-day until noon, and then retired to their refpective habitations. This 
practice was repeated on certain feftivals ; at other times each reclufe occupied his cell 
undifturbed by mutual intercourfe. Their food was bread, and fifh-which they caught 
themfelves, or procured from the contiguous continent. Such was the fituation to which 
Nicon retired, as congenial to the gloomy ftate of his own mind; where, brooding in 
folitude upon the uncertainty of human life, he was unhappily led to confider the moft 
debafing aulterities as acceptable to the Supreme Being, and contraéted that cloiftered 
pride, which gave an alloy to his virtues, and proved the greateft defect in his character, 
when raifed to an exalted flation. 

After a fhort refidence in this ifland, Nicon accompanied the chief of the ecclefiaftical 
eftablifhment to Mofcow, to raife a collection for building a new church. He was 
fearcely returned from this expedition, when, at the inftigation of the chief, whom he 
had offended during the journey, he was compelled by the other monks to retire from 
the ifland. He embarked in an open boat, with only a fingle perfon, in a high fea: 
being overtaken by a violent ftorm, he was toffed about in continual danger of perifhing ; 
but was at length driven upon an ifland near the mouth of the Onega. 

From this ifland he repaired to a monaftery of the contiguous continent; and was ad- 
mitted into the fociety ; but inftead of inhabiting an apartinent in the convent, he con- 
ftru€ted a feparate cell on an adjacent ifland ; where he lived upon the fifh which he 
caught with his own hands, and never vifited the mona(tery but during the time of di- 
vine fervice. In confequence of this reclufe and rigid way of life he was held in high 
e(teem by the brethren, and on the death of the fuperior was unanimouily raifed to the 
vacant dignity. He continued in this capacity three years, when, being drawn by fome 
family affairs to Mofcow, he was cafually prefented to the Tzar Alexey Michaelovitch, 
who, captivated with his various talents and extenfive learning, detained him at Mofcow, 
under his immediate protetion. Within lefs than five years he was fucceffively created 
Archimandrite or Abbot of the Novofpatfkoi convent, Archbifhop of Novogorod, and 
Patriarch of Ruffia. He deferved thefe rapid promotions by a rare aflemblage of ex- 
traordinary qualities, which even his enemies allowed him to poffefs; undaunted cou- 
rage, irreproachablé morals, exalted charity, comprehenfive learning, and commanding 
eloquence. : 

While Archbifhop of Novogorod, to which dignity he was raifed in 1649, he gave a 
memorable inftance of firmnefs and difcretion. During a tumult, the Imperial gover- 
nor, Prince Feodor Kilkof, took refuge in the archtepifcopal palace again{t the fury of 
the infurgents, who, burfting open the gates, threatened inftant pillage if the governor 
was not delivered to them without delay. Nicon, inftead of acceding to their demand, 
boldly advanced into the mid{t of them, and exhorted them to peace. ‘The populace, 
inflamed to madnefs by the prelate’s appearance, transferred their rage from the gover- 
nor to him; they affaulted him with ftones, dragged him by the hair, and offered every 
fpecies of violence and indignity to his perfon. Being conveyed to the palace in a ftate 
of infenfibility, he was recovered by immediate afliftance ; but, regardlefs of the immi- 
nent danger from which he had juit efcaped, he perfifted in his refolution, either to ap- 
peafe the tumult, or perifh in the attempt. With this defign, as if devoting himfelf to 
certain death, he confeffed and received the facrament, and repaired to the town-honfe, 
where the infurgents were aflembled. | He confounded them by his prefence, foftened 
them into repentance by a firm, but pathetic addrefs, and perfuading them to difperfe, 
tranquillity was inftantly reftored. ‘his calm, however, was of no long duration: the 

6 fedition, 


« 
COXE’S TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 607 


fedition, allayed by the fpirit and eloquence of Nicon, was again fomented by the ring- 
leaders of the tumult, and broke into open rebellion; many of the inhabitants renounced 
their allegiance to the Tar, and propofed to deliver the town into the hands of the 
King of Poland. The Prelate, however, undaunted by this change in their fentiments, 
continued his efforts to bring them back to their duty ;_his remonftrances and exhorta- 
tions gradually prevailed ;_ many flocked to his palace, defiring his interceffion with their 
enraged fovereign ; and though the remainder of the infurgents blocked up the avenues 
of the town, yet he contrived, at the peril of his life, to fend information to the Tzar. 
Being armed, by a commiffion from Mofcow, with full powers, he, bya vigorous cxer- 
tion of authority, but without the effufion of blood, finally quelled the rebellion. ‘To 
him was committed the trial of the rebels, and the difpofal of life and death; an oflice 
which he executed with as much judgment as lenity. The leader of the fedition was 
alone punithed with death ; ten of ‘his moft mutinous adherents were knooted and ba- 
nifhed, and a few were condemned to a fhort imprifonment. Nicon nobly forgave the 
outrage committed againft his own perfon; and in chaftizing the public offence tempered 
the feverity of juftice with the feelings of humanity. 

He gained the refpeét of the inhabitants by the unwearied affiduity with which he 
performed the funétions of his archiepifcopal office, and conciliated their affection by 
adts of unbounded charity. He built and endowed alms-houfes for widows, old men, 
and orphans, was the great patron of the indigent, the zcalous protector of the lower 
clafs of men againft the oppreflions of the great, and during a dreadful famine, appro- 
priated the revenues of his fee to the general relief of the poor. ; 

Nicon was no lefs confpicuous in the vigilant difcharge of his patriarchal office, to 
which he was appointed in 1652, only in the thirty-ninth year of hisage. He inflituted 
feminaries for the inftruion of prie(ts in the Greek and Latin languages, and enriched 
the patriarchal library with rare ecclefiaftical and claffical manufcripts, drawn from a con- 
vent at Mount Athos. By a diligent revifal of the Holy Scriptures, and a collation of 
the various editions of the Old and New Teftament, perceiving many errors in the 
printed copies of the Bible and Liturgy ufed for divine fervice, he prevailed upon the 
Tzar to fummon a general council of the Greek church at Mofcow, in which he pre- 
fided. By his arguments, authority, and influence, it was determined that the moft 
antient Sclavonian verfion of the Bible, was exact, and that the errors with which the 
latter copies abounded fhould be correfted. He infpected and fuperintended the print- 
ing of a new edition of the Sclavonian Bible, which was become extremely rare. He 
removed from the churches the pi€tures of deceafed perfons, to which many of the 
Ruffians offered a blind adoration; he abolifhed a few ceremonies which had been 
carried to a fuperftitious excefs: in a word, his labours tended more to the refor- 
meson of the church, than the united efforts of all his predecefiors in the patriarchal 
chair. 

Nor was he folely diftinguifhed in his profeffional charaéter ; but proved himfelf 
no lefs qualified in a civil capacity. Althouch his ftudies were hitherto confined to 
ecclefiaftical fubjeéts, and the reclufenefs of his former life feemed to impede the attain- 
ment of political knowledge ; yet he was no fooner called to a public ftation, than his 
abilities expanded in proportion as the obje¢ts which they embraced became more nu- 
merous and important: his fagacity, fharpened by continual application, foon rendered 
him matter of the moft intricate affairs, taught him to difcriminate the moft oppofite 
interelts, and to adopt that decifive line of conduét which marks the great and enlightened 
ftatefman. Being confulted by the Tzar on all occafions, he foon became the foul of 
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his councils *, and gained the afcendancy in the cabinet by the vaft fuperibrity of his 
genius, ever fertile in expedients, and zealous to recommend the moft Ipirited meafures, 
. Having thus attained the higheft fummit of human grandeur to which a fabje@ gan 
arrive, he fell a victim to popular difcontents, afd to the cabals of a court.: His falt, 
no lels fadden than hig rife, may bé traced from the following caufes : “The removal’of- 
the painted images from the churches difgufted a large party among the Ruffians, fuper- 
flitioufly addiéted to the adoration of their anceftors ; the correction of the errors in 
the Liturgy and Bible, the abolition of fome ceremonies, and the admiffion of a few 
others, (introduced perhaps with too much hafte, and without duc deference to the pre+ 
judices of his countrymen,) occafioned a fehifm in the church ; many perfons averfe. to 
‘all innowations, and adhering to the old tenets and ceremonies, formed a confidgeréble 
‘fect under the appellation of Osd Believers, and, rifing in feveral parts, created mud 
difturbance to the ftate, circumftances naturally imputed to Nicon by his enemies. He 
excited the hatred of an ignorant and indolent clergy by the appointment of Greek and 
Latin feminaries ; he raifed the envy and jealoufy of thé prime-minifter and courtiers by 
his predominance in the cabinet, and by the haughtinefs of ‘his deportment, offended 
‘the ‘'zarina and her father, who were implacable jn their Tefentment. fegey f : 
All thefe parties uniting in one great combination, Nicont haltened’ his fall by‘a fi 
percilious demeanour, which occafionally bordered upon arrogance; by trufting folely 
tor his fupport to the rectitude of his condu& and the favour of his fovereign, and by 
difdaining to guard again{t what he confidered as the petty intrigues of a court, 
_ Theonly circumftance which feemed wanting to complete sada gi was the lofs of . 
Alexcy’s protection ; and this was at length effected bythe gradual but fecret infinua- 
tions of the Tzarina arid her party, who finally availed themfelves of an unfuccefsful 
war with Poland, of which the Patriarch is faid to have been the principal advifer. Ni- 
con, finding himfelf excluded from the prefence of a fovereign accuftomed ‘to confult 
him on-every emergency, and difdainiag to hold the highelt office in the kingdom, 
when he had loft the confidence of his mafter, aftonifhed the public by a voluntary ab- 
dication of his patriarchal dignity. ‘This meafure, cenfured by many as hafty and im- 
prudent, and highly expreflive of that pride which ftrongly marked his character, muft 
yet be eftecmed manly and refolute, which even thofe who condemn cannot but admire. 
It may alfo admit of great palliation, if we confider that the popular odium was rifing 
again{t him; that a powerful party had fecretly effedted his difgrace, and that, as he 
iorefaw his fall, he preferred a voluntary abdication of ‘his dignity to a forcible depo- 
fition ; chufing to refign with fpirit what he could not retain without meannefs t. ; 
‘This abdication took place on the roth of July, O. S. 1658, and he quitted his exalted 
ftation with the fame greatnefs of foul with which he had afcended it. He was per- 
mitted to retain the title of patriarch, while the functions of his office were performed 
by the Archbifhop of Novogorod. He chofe for the place of his refidence the convent 





* 'The influence which Nicon, from the fuperiority of his genius, obtained in the Tzar’s councils, per- 
haps induced Voltaire, in his erroneous account of this Patriarch, to declare, that he * voulut clever fa chaire 
au-deffus du tréne; non feulement. il ufurpait le droit de s’afleoir dans le fenat a cdté du czar, mais il 
pretendait, qu’on ne powvait faire nila guerre ni la paix fans fon confertement.” &c Hilt. de Pierre le 
Grasd, p. 7.4. From Voltaire, the compiler of the article of Ruffia, in the Univerfal Hiftory, has adopted 
this idie aflertion, v. 38. p. 140. “ . . 

+ This is the opinion of Mayerburg, who came to Mofcow fix yearsafter his abdication: after enumerat- 
ing the caufes of his fall, he adds, ‘* Propter qua omnia omnibus exofus et ad exilium communibus votis expe- 
titus patrocigiuim nullam invenerit in favore Alexi, cujus animum fenfim abalienaverant jatis, in longum 
odiis uxor et focer illi ob privatas caufas infenfi,” p. 87. ; 
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of Jerufalem, built and endowed by himfelf. On his arrival he re-affumed his reclufe 
way of life, and pradtifed the nioft rigid mortifications. The hermitage he inhabited is 
thus defcribed by an author *, who-vifited the {pot in the beginning of this century: 
“ A‘Winding ftair-cafe, fo- narrow that one man could hardly pafs, leads to the little _ 
chapel of about a fathom in the fquare, in which the Patriarch ufed to perform his foli- 
tary worthip. The room in which he lived was not much larger; in it hung a broad 
iron plate, with a crofs of brafs fixed to a heavy chain, weighing above twenty pounds, 
all which the faid Patriarch wore about his neck for twenty years together. His bed 
was a fquare ftone two ells in length, and fearcely one in breadth, over which was fpread 
nothing but a cover of rufhes, Below in the houfe was a fmall chimney, in which the 
Patriarch ufed to drefs his own victuals.” : 

* Nicon, ‘however, did not wafte his ‘whole time in the performance of ufelefs aufteri- 
ties ; but employed himfelf in compiling a regular feries of Ruffian annalilts from Nef- 
tor, the earlieft /hiflorian of this country, to the reign of Alexéy Michaelovitch. He 
purfued this plan with his accuftomed zeal. After comparing and collating numerous 
manutcripts, he digefted the whole colleétioh in chronological order into a work, which 
is called fometimes, from its author, the Chronical of Nicon, and fometimes from the 
place where it was begun and depofited, the Chronicle of the Convent of Jerufalem. 
'Phis compilation, the labour of twenty years, is juftly elteemed, by the beft Ruffian 
hiftorians, a work of the gredateft authority ; and was confidered, by the venerable av- 
thor, of fuch-importance to the hiftory of his country, that, in the true fpirit of enthu- 
fialm, he begins the performance by anathematizing all thofe who fhould attempt to 
alter the minuteft expreffion. : ; 
_ The innocent manner in which he paffed his time could not progect him from the per- 
fecutions of his enemies, who were apprehenfive that while he retained the name of 
Patriarch, he might be reinftated in his former dignity. Repeated complaints were 
urged againft him; every difturbance, occafioned by the old believers, was made a 
matter of ferious accufation; not only his form-r condué was arraigned, but riew crimes 
were invented to render him ftill more obhoxious. He was accufed of difrefpe€tful ex- . 
preflions relating ‘to the Tzar, in a letter to the Patriarch of Conftantinople, of holding 
a treafonable correfpondence, and receiving bribes from the King of Poland. 

The Tzar, continually befet by the Patriarch’s enemies, was prevailed on to proceed 
to the moft violent extremeties. He convened, in 1666, a general council of the Greek 
and Ruffian clergy at Mofcow, who, after a fhort deliberation, formally depofed Nicon | 
from the patriarchal fee; and banifhed him to a diftant convent. The principal catife 
affigned for this depofition was, that Nicon, having by a voluntary abdication meanly 
deferted his flock, was unworthy to fill the patriarchal chair. This futile allegation is a 
fufficient proof that the other’crimes were malicioufly circulated to prejudice the ‘Tzar, 
and to influence the judges... In conformity to-his fentence, Nicon was degraded to the 
condition of a common monk, and imprifoned in the convent of Therapont, in the go- 
vernment of Bielozero. His confinement was for fome time extremely rigorous; be- 
caufe, confcious of his own integrity, he perfifted in a denial of guilt, angrefufed to ac- 
cept a pardon for crimes he had never committed. Upon the death of Alexéy, in 1676, 
Feodor, probably at the infligation of his prime minifter, Prince Galitzin, the patron 
and friend of genius, permitted-Nicon to remove to the convent of St. Cyril, where he 
enjoyed perfect liberty. : 


* Perry’s State of Ruiffia. vol. i. p. 140+ 
VOL, VI. 41 Nicon 
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Nicon furvived his depofition fifteen years. In 1681. he obtained permiffion to return 
to the convent of Jerufalem, that he might end his days in that favourite fpot, but ex- 
pired upon the road near Yaroflaf, in the 66th year of his age.. His remains were tran!- 
ported to the convent of Jerufalem, and buried with all the ceremonies which are ufual 
at the interment of Patriarchs *. . 


Crap. V.—Rufian Archives. —Englifh State-papers.—Commencement of the Connection 
between the Courts of London and Mofcow.—Correfpondence between Queen Elizabeth 
and the Tzar Ivan Vaffilievitch I. - His Demand of the Lady Anne Haftings in marriage. 
—Account of that Negotiation. —Other Difpatches.—Rife of the Title of Tzar.—Nego- 
tiation betwen Peter the Great and the European Courts relative to-the Title of Emperor. 
Univerfity.— Syllabus of the Lectures. —Matthai’s Catalogue of the Greek Manufcripts in - 
the Library of the Holy Syned.— Hymn to Ceres attributed to Homer. : 


MR. MULLER obligingly accompanied us to the place in the Khitaigorod, where the 
public archives are depofited: it is a {trong brick building, containing feveral vaulred 
apartments with iron floors. Thefe archives, confifting of numerous ftate-papegg,.were _ 
crowded into boxes, and thrown afide like common lumber ; until the Solent Propels 
ordered them ‘to be revifed and arranged. In conformity to this mandate, Mr. Muller 
has difpofed them in chronological order, and any fingle document may be infpected 
with little trouble. They are enclofed in feparate cabinets with glafs doors: thofe rela- 
tive to Ruffia are claffed according to the feveral provinces to which they relate; and 
over each cabinet is infcribed the name of the province. In the fame manner the ma- 
nufcripts relative to foreign kingdoms are placed in feparate divifions under the refpective 
titles of Poland, Sweden, England, France, Germany, &c. The papers which concerned 
my native country principally engaged my attention, The earlieft correfpondence be. 
tween the fovereigns of England and Rvffia commenced in the middle of the fixteenth 
century, foon after the difcovery of Archangel, and chiefly relates to the permiffion of 
trade granted exclufively to the Englifh cortpany of merchants fettled in Ruffia. The 
firft record is an original letter of Philip and Mary to Ivan Vafiilievitch II. acknowledg-~ 
ing the receipt of a difpatch tranfmitted to England by his Ambaffador Ofef Niphea, 
and returning thanks for the liberty of opening a free trade throughout the Ruffian 
dominions. The charter of privileges granted by the Tzar to the Englifh merchants, 
together with the numerous letters which he received from Elizabeth, are preferved in 
this colletion, and are moftly publifhed in Hackluyt’s Voyages: one, however, not, 
found in that work, is dated the 18th of May, 1570, in which Elizabeth, among other 
expreflions of friendfhip, offers to Ivan Vaflilievitch, if compelled by an infurre¢tion to- 
quit his country, an afylum in England. This letter was figned by Elizabeth in the 
prefence of her fecret council; amongft the fignatures, I noticed the names of Bacon, 
Leycefter, and Cecil. . 

Some hiftorigns having afferted that Ivan Vaffilievitch If. carried his perfonal refpect 
for Queen Elizabeth fo far as to be onc of her fuitors; while Camden only relates, that 


*® For the [Hiflory of Nicon, I have followed Muller in his Nachricht von Novogorod inS. R. G. 
vol. v. p. 541 te 559. L’Evefque has alfo drawn from the fame fource a fpirited and candid account of 
this great Patriarch, to which I acknowledge myfelf indebted for d few refieCtions. Hitt, de Ruffle, vol. iii, 
p. 391 10394; alfog17 togjo, 
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he propofed to marry Lady Anne Halftings, daughter of the Earl of Huntingdon; my 
curiofity led me to make inquiries into this tranfaction. . With refpect to any treaty of 
marriage between the I'zar and Elizabeth, the archives are filent ; but furnifhed fome 
curious patticulars in regard to the intended efpoufal of Lady Anne Hattings. 

The firft hint of this match was fuggefted by Dr. Robert Jacob, a phyfician whom 
Elizabeth, at the Tzar’s requeft, fent to Mofcow. Jacob, acquainted wita the ficklenefs 
of Ivan in his amours, and his defire of contracting an alliance with a foreign princefs, 
extolled the beauty, accomplifhments, and rank of ‘Lady Anne Haftings, whom he re- 
prefented as niece of the Queen, and daughter of an independent Prince, and infpired 
the Tzar with a ftrong inclination to efpoufe her, although he had juft married his fifth 
wife Maria Feoderofna, The Tazat, fired by his defcription, difpatched Gregory Pir- 
femfkoi, a Ruffian nobleman of the firft diftin@tion, to England, to make a formal de. 
mand of the lady for his wife. By his infruGtions, he was ordered, after a conference 
with the Queen, to procure an interview with the lady, obtain her portrait, and inform 
himfelf of the rank and fituation of her family : he was then to requeft that an Englifh 
Ambaffador might return with him to Mofcow, with full powers to adjuft the conditions 
of the marriage. If an objeétion fhould be raifed that Ivan was already married, he 
was directed to anfwer, that the Tzar having efpoufed a fubje&t, was at liberty to divorce 
her; and if it was afked what provifion fhould be made for the children by Lady Anne 
Haltings, he was inftruéted to reply, that Feodor, the eldelt Prince, was heir to the 
throne, but that her children fhould be amply endowed. - 

In confequence of thefe orders, Pirfemfkoi repaired to London, had an audience of 
Elizabeth, faw Lady Haftings, who had juft recovered from the fmall-pox, procured her 
portrait, and returned to Mofcow in 1583, accompanied with an Englifh Ambaffador, . 
Sir Jerome Bowes, The latter, a perfon of capricious difpofition, at his firft interview 
greatly offended the Tzar, as well by his freedom of fpeech, as becaufe he was not com. 
miflioned to give a final affent to the marriage, but only to receive a more explicit offer, 
and tranfmit it to the Queen. The Tzar, unaccuftomed to brook delay, declared, 
“ that no obftacle fhould prevent him from marrying fome kinfwoman of Her Majefty’s ; . 
that he fhould fend again into England to have fome one of them to wife; adding, that 
if Her Majefty would not, upon his next embafly, fend him fuch an one as he defired, 
himfelf would then go into England, and carry his treafure with him, and marry one of 
them there.” Sir Jerome Bowes, probably in conformity to his inftru€tions, threw ob. 
flacles in the way of the marriage; inftead of {peaking favourably of Lady Hattings, he 
mentioned her perfon with indifference, and denied that fhe was any relation to the 
Queen; adding, with fome marks of contempt, that his miftrefs had many fuch nieces. 
By thefe means the affair was fufpended ; and the negotiation finally terminated by the 
death of the L'zar in the beginning of the following year. 

It appears from thefe archives, that the correfpondence between the Ruffian and Eng- 
lith fovereigns, which began with Ivan, did not ceafe upon his demife. “Che amity, in- 
deed, between the two courts was fo firmly eftablifhed, that Charles I. fent a corps of 
troops, under Colonel Sanderfon, to the affiftance of Michael Feodorovitch, again{t 
Laudiflaus King of Poland; and Alexéy Michaelovitch occafionally furnithed Charles, 
in the-period of his greateft diftrefs, with money and corn. The laft letter from our 
unfortunate Sovereign to Alexéy is dated Ifle of Wight, June 1, 1648, and was written 
during his confinement in Carifbrook Caftle. I obferved one from Charles Il. to the - 
Tzar, announcing the execution of his father: it is dated September the 16th, 1649, 


and was brought to Mofcow by Lord Culpepper. 
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During the ufurpation of Cromwell, Alextf maintained a conftant correfpondence 
with the exiled Charles. He'was accuftomed to declare, that all monarchs ought to 
efteem the caufe of Charles I. as their own, and fhould not, by countenanting an 
wfurper, encourage fubjects to rebel againft their King. In conformity to thefe fenti- 
ments he refufed, for fome time *, to hold any intercourfe with the Prote@tor; and 
thefe archives contain no letters between Crotnwell and the Tzar. : 
‘The reftoration of Charles Il. renewed the harmony between the two courts; and 
as from this interval the difpatches received from England were fo numerous as to re- 
quire feveral days to examine them with attention, I was compelled to retire without 
fatisfying my curiofity. Thefe papers, containing a complete hiforical feries of the 
alliances, conneétion, correfpondence, and commerce, between Ruffia and England, 
would form an interefting publication, if printed inchronological order, and interfperfed 
with hiftorical obfervations. ; ; 
I had {carcely time to glance over the numerous ftate-papers which relate to the other 
European powers; but the keeper of the archives did not omit pointing owt to me one 
document of great importance in the hiftory of Ruffia: I allude to the famous letter, 
-written in the German tongpe t, from Maximilian I:, Entperor of Germany, to Valli 
Ivanovitch, confirming a treaty of alliance againt "| «King of Polang. ‘This 
difpatch, dated Augult the qth, 1514, and ratified with the feal of the golden bull, is 
remarkable, becaufe Maximilian addreffes Vaflili by calling him Kay/ér und Herrfcher 
aller Ruflen; Emperor and Ruler‘of all the Ruffias. This deed, dilcovered by Baron 
Shavirof in the archives in the beginning of this century, firft fuggelted to Peter the idea 
of afluming the title of Emperor. The claim gave rife to various negociations, and oc- 
cafioned a curious controverfy among the learned,’ concerning ‘the rife and-progrefs of 
the titles by which the monarchs of this country have been diftinguifhed. The early 
 fovercigns of Ruffia were called-Great Dukes ; and Vaflili Ivanovitch { was probably the 

firft who ftyled himfelf Tzar, an expreflion which, in the Sclavonian language, fignifies 
* King; his fucceffors continued to bear within their. own dominions that title as the moft 
honourable appellation, until Perer the Great firft took that of Povélitel, or Emperor. 
It is neverthelefs as certain, that the foreign courts §,, in their intercourfe with that of 
Mofcow, ftyled the fovereign indifcriminately Great Duke, Tzar; and Emperor ||. 
‘With -refpeét to England, in Chancellor’s Account of Ruflia, Ivan Vaffilievitch HI. was 
called Lord apd Emperor of all Ruffia; and in the Englifh difpatches, from the reign 
of Elizabech to that of Anne, the fovereign was generally addreffed under the fame ap- 
pellation. We may at the fame time remark, that when the. European powers ftyled 
the T'zar Emperor of Mufcovy, they by no meansintended to give him a title fimilar 


* I fay for fome time; for although, if I rightly remember, thefe archives contain no difpatches between 
the Tzar and-Cromwell, yet it is certain, that afterwards Alexey maintained a correfpondence with the 
Prote&tor, and had once comfented to reéeive his ambafladors at Mofcow. See the chapter on the Rife 
and Progrefs-of the Englih trade to Roffia. > 

+ The reader will find a copy of the original German in Weber’s Verandertes Rufsland, vel. i. p. 3575 
_and a faithful tranflation in Perry’s State of Ruffia, p. 258. : 

+ The appellation of T'zar was not taken, as fome authors fappofe, from the Tartars, when Ivan con--~ 
quered Cafan, for the Prince of Cafan was called Khaa. : : 

§ This is afferted upon the pofitive teltimony of Herbetftein; and his authority is unqueftionable, be- 
canfe, as he was twice ambaflador to Mofcow, the firft time to Vallili Ivanovitch, and afterwards to Ivan 
Vaflilievitch 11., he mult have been acquainted with the titles borne by thefe two fovercigns. ” Other authors 
. fuppofe, that his fon Ivan was the fir who aflumed the title of Tzar. 

{| According to. Mayerberg, the title of Alexey Michaelovitch, prefixed to his code of laws, was Tzar, 
et Magnus Dux totius Ruflie Autocrator.” “Iter in Mof. p. 113. 
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_to that which was peculiar to the Eimperor of Germany ; but beftowed upon him that ° 


appellation as upon an Afiatic fovereign, in the fame manner as we now fay the Em- 


“pérors of China and Japan., When Peter, therefore, determined to aflume the title of 


Emperor, he found no difficulty in proving, that it was conferréd upon his predecel- 
fors by moft of the European powers; yét, when he was defirous of affixing to the 
term the European fenfe, it was confidered as an innovation, and was produdtive of 


: more negociations than would have been requifité for the termination of the moft im- 


portant {tate affair. After many delays and objections, the principal courts of Europe 
confented, about the year 1722, to addrefs the fovereign of Ruffia with the title of 
Emperor, without prejudice, neverthelefs, to the other crowned heads of Europe *. 

. ; The 


* Many authors have erroneoufly advanced, that the Englith ambaffador, Lord Whitworth, foon after 
the battle of Pultava, gave, by order of Queen Anne, the tide of Emperor, in its European fenfz, to Peter 
the Great. But the following extraéts froma difpatch of Lord Carteret to Sir Luke Schaub, the Eng- 
lih minifter at Paris, which fell under my obfervation fince I finifhed the account in the text, will fully 
contradiét thefe affertions, and are here inferted, becatife they will help to throw furtherlight upon this 
fubje&t. The United Provinces and the King of Pruffia had, in 1711, acknowledged Peter’s right to the 
title of Emperor ; but the courts“of London and Paris withheld their confent. During the negociation, 
feveral difpatches paff.d between Lord Carteret, fecretary of fate, Cardinal Dubois, and Sir Luke Schaub, 
Englith miniflers at Paris. 

‘© Le Cardinal,” writes Lord Carteret, in one of his difpatches to Sir Luke, dated Jan. 17212, * croit 
evan neue accorder Je titre de ?Empercur au Tzar, de maniere que les couronnes n’en fuffent point 

rejudiciés.’ y nd. re ’ os 
es Le Roy [George T.] a trouvé la réponfe trés fage, que le Cardinal. a faite aux miniftres du Czar 
touchant la demande du titre d’#'mpereur: Nous agirons de concert, avec fon eminence dans cette affaire, . 
Et pour luy oe les éclaircifiements qu’elle fouhaite, touchant ce qui s’elt paffé entre la Grande Bre- 
tagne et le Czar a legard du titre, je vous envoye un extrait, quia été tiré des regiftres de nog archives, 
pour luy étre communiqué. .Les miniftres Mofcovites ne font. nullement fondez en ce qu’ils alleguent que 
ce titre a été accordé au Czar comme une pariie de Ja fatisfa@ion dans V'affaire de Matueof. ‘Il eft con- 
dant cue Pom ne fit alors aucun changement a cette occafion Ia. ! : . 

‘ En examinant le ftile, doat les Roys de la Grande Bretagne fe font fervis, en ecrivant aux Czars de 
Mofcovie, on eft remonté jufqu’au tems de la Reine Elizabeth. On trouve qu’on leur a todjours écrit en 
Anglois, et que cette Princefle, 

An. 1559. Se fervoit du ftile d’Empereur et de Highne/s. 

1616. Le Roy Jacques I. de celuy d’Empereur et de Majefy. 

1633. Le Roy Charles I. A 

1656. Le Roy Charles IT. . 

1687. Jacques II. et Guillaume LL. de celuy dD Empereur et 

1653. a’ Imperial Majefly. e 

1707. La Reine Anne s’eft fervie du flile d’Emperour et d’ Imperial Majefly, jufqu’au Van 1707, et alors 
on commenga a éccrire Commander, &c. et Czaric Majefy. 

3708, Eu 1708, le ig Juillet et le 1g Septembre, Commander et Imperial Majefly; et le 9 Novembre 
de la méme année Limperour et Imperial Majefly. En 1709, 171, 1711, Emperour et Imperial 
Mojefy. 

En 1712, 1713, 1914, Fmperour et Czarean, Czarifh, et Imperial Majefly, tamét Pun, tantdt 
- Pautre, et fouvent Caarifh et Imperial Majefly, dans une méme lettre. 

En :714, le 27 Septembre. le ftile de la lettre de notification de Pavenement du Roy a Ia Con 

ronne, elt, Emperour et Your Majefly, et dans plutieurs autres lettres depuis ce temps la Czari/hy 

ou Imperial Majefty, et quelquefois Your Maje/ly limplement. 

Voicy le titre entier. : be 2 


"Lo the moft High, moft Potent, and moft Hlufrious, our moft dear Brother, the great Lord Czar, and” 
Gyeat-Duke, Peter Alexejewitz, of all the Greater, Leffer, and White Ruffia, Self-Upholder of Mufco- 
via, Kiovia, Ulodomiria, Novogardia, Czar of Cazan,-Czar of A trachan, Czar of Siberia, Lord of Plexoe, 
and Great-Duke of Smolenfko, Tueria, Ugoria, Permia, Viatkya, Bolgaria, and others, Lord and Greate 
Duke of Novogardia, and of the Lower Countries of Czernegorfky, Relaniky, Roftovefky, Yeroflave, Be~ 
Joorzerfky, Udoriky, Obdoriki, Condiniki, and Emperour of all the Northern Coafts, Lord of the ioe 
‘ ae . °. 
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The archives contain alfo thirteen volumes of letters, journals, notes, and other mzs 
nuferipts, of Peter the Great, written with his own hand; thefe papers fufficiently fhow 
the indefatigable pains with which that great Monarch noted down the minuteit circum. 
ftances, that might prove ufeful in his extenfive plans for the civilization and aggran- 
dizement of his country. Muller has lately given to the public feveral letters and other 
pieces of this kind, which throw a confiderable light upon the tranfadtions of Peter's 
reign, and afford ftriking initances of his perfevering genius. 

From the archives we repaired to the univerfity, alfo fituated in the Khitaigorod : jt 
was founded at the inftance of Count Shuvalof, by the Emprefs Elizabeth, for fix 
hundred ftudents, who are cloathed, boarded, and inftruéed at the experice of the 
crown. We were received. with great civility, by the director of the univerfity and 
profeffors, who conduéted us firit to their printing-office. One of the preffes being at 
work, feveral fheets were {truck off and prefented to us as {pecimens of the Ruffian ty. * 
pography; on examining them, we found a complimentary addrefs to ourfelves in the 
Englifh and Ruffian languages. - 

We next proceeded to the univerfity library, which contains a fmall collection of 
books, and a moderate apparatus of experimental philofophy. On taking leave of the 
direétor, he obligingly prefented me -with a Grammar of the Tartar language, which is 
taught in this fociety, a Syllabus of a year’s leCtures, and a catalogue of the Greek ma- 
nufcripts in the library of the Holy Synod. An extra& from the Syllabus * will dit: 
play to the reader the general ftudies, and the principal books ufed in this univerfity for 
the inftruction of the ftudents, 

1. A courfe of lectures on the Hiltory of the Ruffian Law, on Nettelbadianus, Syf- 
tema univerfe Jurifprudentia, and on the Jus Cambiale; eight hours aeweek. 2, On 
Cicero’s Orations againft Catiline, the fixth book of Virgil’s Aeneid, plays of Plautus 
and Terence, inftru@ions on the manner of writing Latin and Ruftian verfes, from the 
examples of Horace and Lomonofof; an expofition of the pauegytical orations of Lo« 
monofof, together with tranflations and exercifes in Latin and Ruffian profe ; eight 
hours ‘a week. 3. On arithmetic, trigonometry, and optics, from Weidler’s Mathema- 











verfky, Cartilinfky, and Griizenfky, Czar of the lands of Caherdinkky, Czereafky, and Duke of the 
Mountains, and of many other dominions and countries, Eatt, Weft; and North, from Father, and from 
Grandfather, Heir, Lord, and Conqueror. A 

Lord Carteret, in a letter to the Cardival Dubois, writes; Le Roi concoura fans difficulté avec fa Ma- 
jelté trés Chretienne a faire ce que V. Eminence jugera convenable, par rapport au nouveau titre que le 
Czar demande, et un parfait concert & faire efperer 2 ce Prince ‘une telle complaifance pour fervir & le gagner, 
et a nous faire tirer frits de fon ambition. Jan. 30, 1721-2. 

And in a difpatch to Sir Luke Schanb, he thus exprefles himfelf; La cotitoume icy a todjours éré 
@écrive aux Czars de Mofcovie fur du velin enlaminé peint et doré, comme on fait aux Empereurs de Ma. 
roc et Fez, et a plufieurs autres Princes non-Européens lefquels felon cette codtume feroient également fon. 
dez @infiiter fur le titre d’Empereur. On n’a jamais voula changer Pufage étably, quoique les Mofcovites 
L'ayent fort folicité durant ?ambaflade de my Lord Whitworth 2 Mofcow. Ce miniftre s’excula toftjours 
d’en faire la propofition. LU leur dit, qu'il lear donneroit le titre, fans difficulté, tel qu’il le trouvoit établi 3 
mais qu’il ne leur confeilloit pas de remuér cette matiere, ni-de s’eclaircir trop foigneufement fur quel pied 
on leur donnoit ce titre. Les Mofcovites cravent fon avis bon pour lors. Quand my Lord Whitworth ct 
Mr. ?Amivral Norris farent chargez dune commiffion aupree du Czar a Amiterdam, ils netirent que des 
lettres de cachet, dont le ttile étoit Votre Maefé ; les miniftres Ruffiens en firent d’abord quelque {crupule, 
mais n’y infilterent pas. 

Thefe extraéts are drawn from Sir Luke Schaub’s State Papers, in the rare and ample collection of 
the Earl of Hardwicke, a ngbleman as diftinguithed for the extent, as the Hberal communication of his 
knowledgew - : 

* Icisentitled, **Catalogus preleGtionum publicarum in Univerfitate Cafarea Mofquenft habendarum.”? 

cea -~ 


COXE’S TRAVELS IN RUSSIAS : 61g 


tice Inftitutiones ; and experimental philofophy from Kruger’s Compendium. 4. On 
ancient and modern hiftory. _g Introdu@tion to the knowledge of moral philofophy, 
from Bielfield’s Inflitutes, 6. Oa clinic medicine, or the remedies ufed by ancient 
and modern phyficians, from Vogel’s Compendium. 7. On the pandeéts, from the 
Compendium of Heineccius, and a comparifon between the Roman and Roffian law; 
eight hours a week. Profeflor Defaitiky, who reads this le@ture, teaches alfo the Eng. 
lifh language from a’ Grammar compiled by himfelf; four hours a week. 8. Logic 
and metaphyfics from Baumeifter’s logic, eight hours; and four geometry and trigo- 
nometry, from Weidler. 9. On phyfic under the following heads; pathology, diete- 
tics, and therapeuties, from Ludwig’s Compendium. 10. On botany, after the fyftem 
of Linneus. 11. Anatomy from Ludwig, 12. On the etymology, fyntax, and 
ftylo of the French tongue; cight hours. 13. Etymology, fyntax, and ftyle of the 
erman. : 

Befide the univerfity, there are two gymnafia, or feminaries, for the education of 
youth, endowed alfo by Elizabeth, in which,are taught diyinity, claffics, philofophy, 
the Greek, Latin, Ruffian, German, French, Italian, and Tartar languages ; hiftory, 
geography, mathematics, algebra, architcCture, fortification, artillery, drawing and 
painting, mufic, fencing, caacing, reading, and writing. ‘There are twenty-three pro- 
feflors ; amongit thefe, the Syllabus informed me, that Mr. Alexief teaches divinity 
two hours in the week. Mr. Matthai, profeffor and re€tor of both feminaries, ex- 
plains fome of Cicero’s Orations and feleét Epiftles, Libaniue’s Letters, Exnefti’s ora- 
torical Effays, Xenophon’s Anabafis, teaches the Roman antiquities from Burman’s: 
Compendium, and continues his ufual Latin exercifes upon oratory. Mr. Sinkoviki, 
every morning from feven to nine, treats of the principles of rhetoric, particularly cons. 
cerning the Periodologia, both as to theory and practice, from Burgius’s Elementa Ora 
toria ; explains Cxfar’s Commentaries and Ju(ftin; employs his fcholars in Latin and 
Ruffian tranflations, and in the etymology and fyntax of the Greek tongue; reads Plu. 
tarch wep: Truxas3 and, from nine to twelve on Mondays, Wednefdays, and Satur- 
days, Ovid’s Metamorphofis, and conneéts mythology with ancient hiltory and geo-- 
graphy. Mr. Tfherbotaref, extraordinary profeffor of logic and morality, ‘and under- 
librarian to the univerfity, four hours in the week, comments upon Heincecii elementa 
Philofephia rationalis ct moralis, as well in the original Latin, as in the Ruffian * tranffa- 
tion, for the benefit of thofe who are unacquainted with the Latin tongue. Mr. Ur- 
banfki gives inftructions in rhetoric from the Compendium of Burgius, both in theory 
and practice. Mr. Holberftof explains Count ‘leflin’s Letters to a young Prince +. 

The account of the Greek manufcripts in the library of the Holy Synod at Mofcow, 
prefentcd to me by the dire€tor, bore ‘this title: “ Novitia codicuim manufcriptorum 
Graecorum Biblicthecarum Mofqucnfium fanctiffimae fynodi Ecclefiae orthodoxae Graeton 
Rufficae, cum variis anecdotis, tabulis aeneis et indicibus lecupletiffimis. Edidit Chriftianus 
Fredericus Matthaci, Gymnafiorum Univerfitatis Mofquenfis Reétor. Mofquae, typis Uni- 
verfitatis, Anno 1776,” folio. The author is Chriftian Frederic Matthei, a learned 
German, who was educated at Leipfic under the celebrated Ernefti, and had already 
difplayed his erudition by feveral excelient editions of the claffics. Being drawn to 
Motcow by the liberality of the Emprefs, he was.appointed a profeffor of this univerfity, 
Soon after his arrival, he turned his attention to the ftate of Greek literature, and ex- 

* lis precipue, quilingue Latine fant ignari, nec fua fludia academica in univerfitate ulterius profequi 


poffunt. 
+ The King cf Sweden when Prince Royal. 


plored. 
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plored the curious colleGtion of Greek. maoufcripts in the library of the Holy Synod, 
the greater part of which had, at the fuggeftion of the Patriarch Nicon, been collected 
by the monk Arfeniys from the monaftery of Mount ‘Athos. ees 

As acatalogue of thefe manufcripts, publithed by Athanafius Schida, at the command 
of Peter the Great, was exceedingly inaccurate, Matthzi * was encouraged by Prince 
Potemkin, the great patron of antient literature, who defrayed the expence of the pub- 
lication, to undertake this work upon a more extenfive plan. . Accordingly, in 1776, the 
learned editor gave to the public the firft part, in which he has laid down an accurate 
and cireumfltar tial detail of fifty-one mannfcripts, accompanied with judicious remarks 
and ctitical inquiries. He defcribes the materials upon which each’ manufcript is wrir- 
ten; fpecifies the age, contents, and author, the number of pages, and the firft and lait 
.words: he points out alfo the different proprietors. The author propofes to continue 
the publication at different intervals, until he has finifhed the account. But as it would 
require many years thus minutely to defcribe all the manuferipts, which amount to five 
hundred and two; the learned author has, in the mean while, favoured the public with 
a complete catalogue in a lefs circumftantial manner +. To this index is prefixed a 
fatisfactory and comprehenfive introduction ; in which, after informing us that he com. 
piled it for the ufe of Prince Yufapof, an enthufiaft in Greek literature, h¢ gives abrief 
account of the principal manufcripts. He enumerates feveral of the Septuagint, and one 
in particular of the Books of Kings, which is of the ninth century, and contains, in fome 
places, many various readings, materially differing from the primted editions. He men- 
tions alfo feveral of the New Teftament ; fome accompanied with antient commentaries, 
which have never been publifhed, and which the ingenious author has tranfcribed, col. 
Jated, and prepared for the prefs: The moft antient of thefe was written at different 
periods ; the firft part fo early as the feventh or eighth century; and the remainder‘in 
the twelfth or thirteenth. This colleCtion he adds, though chiefly confined to theolo- 
gical fubjects, is by no means deficient in the claffics; among which he notices Homer, 
fifchylus, Sophocles, Demofthenes, Ai{chines, Hefiod, Paufanius, Plutarch, and a moft 
beautiful Strabo, which he has collated for the new-edition of that author, preparing for 
the Clarendon prefs by Mr. Falkener of Oxford t. 

In this Hbrary of the Holy Synod Matthaei difcovered an antient hymn to Ceres in a 
manu{cript of Homer, written about the conclufion of the fourteenth century, but which 
he fuppoies a tranfcript from an ancient and valuable copy ; this manuicript, befide a 
fragment of the Iliad, contained the fixteen. hymns ufually attributed to Homer, in the 
fame order as they are generally printed. At the end of the fixteenth he found twelve 
verfes of atymn to Bacchus, and a hymn to Ceres, which, excepting the laft part, was 
entire. Matthaei, well acquainted with the delays which would attend the publication 
at Mofcow, fent a copy of the hymn to the celebrated Runkenins, of the univerfity of 
Leyden, who gave it tothe public in 1780; and twenty lines being omitted by miftake, 
he put forth a fecond edition in the following year §. 


* Harris has enumerated the editions publifhed by Matthzi. Philof. Inquiries, p. 564. 

+ «Index codicum manufcriptorum Graecorum Bibliothecarum Mofquenfium fandiffimae Synodi eccle- 
fiae orthodoxae. Graeco-Rufficae ; edidit Chriftianus Fredericus Matthaei. Pr¢topoli, typis Academiae 
Scientiarum, 1780,”? 4to. 

t Tt was a confiderable difappointment to me, that Mr. Matthzi was abfent from Mofcow during my 
continuance in that city, as I fhould have derived great information from his acquaintance. I have likewife 
to regret, hat, on account of his abfence, I could not obtain a fight of thefe manufcripts, 

§ Homeri Hymnus in Cererem nunc primum editus a Davide Runkenio. 
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The learned editor has prefixed a critical difquifition, in which he afferts that the 
hymn is undoubtedly of great antiquity, and written, if not by-Homer himfelf, yet cer- 
tainly by a very diligent imitator of his flyle and phrafeology. ‘Though the ftyle and 
plan of this hymn appears to me (as well as to the celebrated editor) inferior to Homer, 
and in fome places unworthy of him; yet this argument, depending on the tafte and _ 
feelings of the reader, will not operate on all with equal force ; nor will even they who 
allow its inferiority to the other productions of the divine poet, be inclined to grant the 
conclufion, that it is not his work; becaufe Homer might in one particular compofition 
fall below his ufual ftandard of excellence. A {tronger proof againtt its originality may 
be drawn from the words, phrafes, and inflexions occurring in this poem, which are 
either of a later date than the age of Homer, or not found in his unfulpe€ted works. 
Some of thefe are enumerated by the editor *. 


Cuap. VI.—Retail Trade in the Khitaigorod.— Market for the Sale of Houfes.——Excel- 
lence of the Police in Cafes of Riot or Fire.—Chefs common in Ruffia.—Account of the 
Foundling Hofpital.—Excurfion to the Monaftery of the Holy Trin ty. —Delays of the 
Pyt.—Defeription of the Monaftery.—-Tomb and Hiftory of Maria Titular Queen of 
Livenia.—Tomb and Character of Boris Godunof. é 





MOSCOW is the centre of the inland commerce of Ruffia, and conneéts the trade 
between Europe and Siberia. : 

The navigation to this city is formed folely by the Mofkva, which falling into the 
Occa near Colomna, communicates by means of ‘that river with the Volgat. But as 
the Mofkxa is only navigable in the fpring, on the melting of the fnow, the principal 
merchandize is conveyed on fledges in winter. 

Almoft the whole retail commerce of the city is carried on in the Khitaigorod, where, 
according to a cuftom common in Ruffia, as well as in ntoft kingdoms of the Eaft, the 
fhops and warehoufes are collected in one fpot. The place is like.a kind of fair, con- 
fifting of many rows of low brick buildings; the interval between them, refembling 
alleys.. Thefe fhops or booths occupy a confiderable fpace, and do not, as with us, 
make part of the houfes inhabited by the tradefmen, but are ufually detached from their 
dwellings, which are moftly at fome diftance in another quarter of the town. The 
tradefmah comes to his fhop in the morning, and returns to his family in the afternoon, 
Every trade has its feparate department ; and they who fell the fame goods have booths 
adjoining to each other. Furs and {kins form the moft confiderable article of com- 
merce in Mofcow, and the fhops vending thofe commodities occupy feveral ftreets t. 

Among the curiofities of Mofcow, I muft not omit the market for the fale of houfes. 
Tt is held in a large open fpace, in one of the fuburbs, and exhibits ready-made houfes, 
ftrewed on the ground. ‘The purchafer who wants a dwelling, repairs to this fpot, men- 
tions the number of rooms he requires, examines the different timbers, which are regue 
larly numbered, and bargains for that which fuits his purpofe. The houfeis fometimespaid 


* The claffical reader, who is defirous of further information relative to the genuinenefs of this antient 
poem, is referred to the lait edition of the hyma by Runkenius, and to the preface of Mr. Hole’s Tranf- 
lation. 

+ For the communication of the Volga with the Baltic, fee the chapter on the Inland Navigation of 
Rafa. 

{ According to Storfch, the number of fhops and warehoufes in Mofcow-amount to fix thoufand, of 
which the hitaigorod contains four thoufand and feventy five. 


VoL. Vis : 4k B for 
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for on the fpot, and removed by the purchafer; or the vender cohtra&ts to tranfport and 
ereét it upon the place where it is defigned to ftand. It may feem incredible, that a 
dwellmg may be thus bought, removed, ralied, and inhabited, within the {pace of a 
week ; but it will appear eafily practicable by confidering that theic ready-made houfes 
are - general merely collections of trunks of trees, tenanted and mrtaiied at each 
extremity, fo that nothing morc is required than the iabour of tran{porting and adjuft- 
ing them. . 

t this fummary mode of building is not always pec to the meaner hovels; as 
ee, ftructures of large dimenfions and handfome appearance ere occafionally formed 
in Ruffia, with an expedition almoi! inconceivable to the inhabitants of other countries, 
A remar Kable inflance of this di fpatch was di played during the laf! vifitof the Emprefs 
to Mofcow. Her Majeity propofed to refide in the manfion of Prince Galitzin, which 
is efteemed the compieteft edifice in this city ; but as it was not fuficiently {pacious for- 
her reception, a temporary addition of wood, larger than thé original houfe, and con- 
taining a magnificent fuit of apartments, was finifhed within the {pace of fix weeks, 
‘This meteor-hke fabric was fo handfome and commodious, that the materials were 
afterwards taken down and re-conftruéted upon an eminence near the city, 2s an im- 
perial villa. 

In Mofcow I obferved an admirable police for preventing riots, or flopping the con. 
courfe of people in cafe of fires, which are very frequent in thofe parts whcre the houfes 
are moftly of wood, and the ftreets laid with timber. At the entrance of each ftreet is 
a chevaux de-frize gate, one end turning upon a pivot, and the other rolling upon a 
wheel; near it is a centry- Le in which a man is oceafionally ftationed. In times of 
riot or fire the centinel huts the gate, and all pafage is immediately {topped. 

Chefs is fo common in Ruffia, that during our continuance at Mofcow, I fearcely 
entered into any company where parties were not engaged in that diverfion ; and, in 
pafling the ilreets, I frequently obferved the tradesmen and common people playing be- 
fore the doors of their {hops or houfes. The Ruffians are efleemed great proficients in 
chefs. With them the Queen has, in addition to the other moves, that of the Knight, 
which, according to Phillidor, fpoils the game, but which renders it more aa a 
and ct courfe more interefting. ‘The Ruffians play alfo at chefs with four perfons at 
the fame time, two againit two; for which purpofe the board is longer than ufual, con- 
tains more men, and is provided with a greater number cf fquares. I was informed, 
that this mode is. difficult but more agrceable, than the common manner. 

Among the public infticutions, the moft remarkable is the Foundling Hofpital, en- 
dowed by the Emprefs sin 1764, and fupported by voluntary contributions, legacies, and 
other charitable gifts*. ‘To encourage donations, Her Majefty grants to all bencfac- 
tors fome valuable privileges, and a certain degree of rank in proportion to the extent 
of their liberality. The hofpital, fituated in an airy part of the town on a gentle afcent 

near the river Mofkva, isa large quadrangular building, part of which only was finifhed : 
it contained three thoufand foundlings, and when the whole is completed, will receive 
eight thoufand. 

‘The children are received at the porter’s lodge, and admitted without recommend- 
ation, ‘Che rooms are lofty and large ; the dormitories, which are feparate from the 
work rooms, are airy, and the beds not crowded: each foundling, even each infant, has 
a feparate bed; the bedfteads are of iron; the fheets are dhanged once, and the linen 



















* Befides thefe occafional fupplies, the infitution is fupported by a lottery, tax upon public entertain- 
ments, aud curds, whichare ftamped by the Foundlings’ Hofpital. Richer Skizze von Mofka. 


Bfdy Pe Serene 
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three times a week. I was particularly ftruck with the neatnefs of the rooms; even 
the nurferies were uncommonly clean, and without unwholefome fells. No cradles 
are allowed, and rocking is forbidden. ‘The infants are not {waddled according to the 
cuftom of the country, but loofely dreffed. 

The Diredtor obligingly favoured us with his company, and fhewed us the foundlings 
at their refpective works. On hisappearance the children crowded round him; fome 
took hold of his arm; fome held by his coat ; others kiffed his hand, and all exprefled 
the higheft fatisfaction. ‘Thefe natural and unfeigned marks of regard were convincing 
proofs of his mildnefs and good-nature; for children, when ill ufed, naturally crouch 
before thofe who have the management of them. [I could be no judge whether the 
children were well inftruéted, and the regulations well obferved ; but 1 was perfectly 
convinced, from their behaviour, that they were in general happy and contented, and 
perceived from their looks that they were remarkably healthy ; a circumftance owing 
to the uncommon care which is paid to cleanlinefs both in their perfons and rooms. 

The foundlings are divided into feparate claffes according to their refp: Gtive ages. 
The children remain in the nurfery two years, at-the end of which term they are admit- 
ted into the Jowett clafs; the boys and girls continue together until they are feven 
years of age, at which period they are feparated. Both fexes are inftruéted in reading, 
writing, and caiting accounts. The boysare taught to knit, card hemp, flax, and wool, 
and to work in the different manufactories. The girls learn to knit, net, and perform 
all kinds of needle-work; they fpin and weave lace, and are employed in cookery, 
baking, and houfe-work. 

At the age of fourteen the foundlings enter into the firft clais, and have the liberty of 
chufing any particular branch of trade; for which purpofe dilverent f{pecies of manu- 
factures are eftablifhed in the hofpital; -the principal are embroidery, filk ftockings, 
ribbands, lace, gloves, buttons, and cabinet-work.- A feparate room is appropriated to 
cach trade, Scme are inftructed in the French and German languages and a few of 
the boys in tne Latin tongue; others learn mufic, drawing, and dancing. About the 
age of twenty, the foundiings receive a fum of money, and feveral other advantages, 
which enable them to follow their trade in any part of the empire: a confiderable pri- 
vilege in Ruifia, where the peafants are flaves, and cannot leave their village without the 
permiflion of their matter. 

In another vifit which I paid to this hofpital, I faw the foundlings at dinner: the girls 
and boys dine feparately. ‘the dining rooms, which are upon the ground-floor, are 
large and vaulted, and feparated from their work rooms. ‘he firft clafs fit at table, 
ve reft fland; the little children are attended by fervants ; but thofe of the firlt and 
iccond clafs alternately wait upon each other. ‘The dinner confifted of beef and mut~ 
ton boiled in broth, with rice; I tafted both, which were remarkably good: the bread 
was very fweet, and baked in the houfe, chiefly by the foundlings. Fach foundling has 
a napkin, pewter plate, knife, fork, and {poon: the napkin and table-cloth are clean 
three times in the week. They rife at fix, dine at cleven, and fup at fix. The little 
children have bread at feven, and at four. When employed in their neceflary occupa- 
tions, the utmoit freedom is allowed, and they are encouraged to be as much in the air 
xs poflible. ‘he whole was a lovely fight; ‘asd the countenances of the children ex- 
prefied the utmoft content and happine(s. : 

In the hofpital is a theatre, of which the decorations are the work of the foundlings : 
they conftructed the ftage, painted the feenes, and made the dreffes. 1 was prefent at 
the reprefentation of the Honnéte Criminel, and the comic opera Le Devin du Village, both 
tranflated into the Ruffian tongue. Not underltanding the language, I could be no 

‘ 4K 2 ; judge 
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Judge whether they fpoke with propriety; but was furprifed at the eafe with which they 
trod the flage, and _pleafed with the gracefulnefs of their ation. There were fame 
agreeable voices in the opera. ‘The orcheftra was filled with a band by no means con. 
temptible, which confifted entirely of foundlings, excepting the firft violin, who was 
their mufic-mafter. On this occafion the play was not, as ulual, concluded with a bal- 
Jet, becanfe the principal performer was indifpofed, which was no {mall difappointment, 
as they dance ballets with great tafe and elegance. The Hmprefs, Lam told, is induced 
to countenance theatrical reprefentations, which appear improper in a feminary of this 
kind, from a defire of diffufing among her fubjcéts a tatic for that fpecies of entertain- 
ment, which fhe confiders a means of civilization, and of enriching the Ruffian theatres 
with a conftant fupply of performers. 

Many and great are the advantages of this excellent charity. It diffufes a knowledge 
of the arts among the people, increafes the number of free fubjects, and above all has 
confidcrably' diminifhed the horrid praétice of infanticide, fo prevalent before the infti- 
tution of this hofpital. 

We were unwilling to quit this part of the country without vifiting Troitfkoi Klofter, 
or the monaftery of the Holy ‘lrinity, which is diftinguithed in the annals of this country 
as the afylum for the Ruflian Sovereigns in cafes of infurrection; and is more particu- 
larly known to foreigners for the refuge it afforded to Peter the Great when he put an 
end ‘to the adminiftration of his fitter Sophia *. 

‘The diftance from Mofcow to the monaftery being forty miles, we ordered pott-horfes 
to be rcady at five in the morning, with an intention of viewing the convent, and return. 
ing by night. We hoped to complete this excurfion in the time propofed ;_ but ob- 
ftacles continually occur in foreign countries, unforefeen by thofe who are not fufliciently 
acquainted with the manners of the natives; and an ignorance of the moft trivial cir 
cumfances, which better information might eafily have obviated, produces confiderable 
embarraffment. Some petty diftrefles of this nature lengthened our expedition from 
one to three days. 

We rofe at five in the morning, but were detained by want of poft horfes, whizh we 
found great difficulty in procuring, although the order was figned both by the governor 
of the province and of the city, and we importuned the poft-mafter with repeated mef- 
tages. The cafe is, that the price for the hire of horfes being inconfiderable, the owners 
can employ them in other fervices to greater advantage ; and on this account a itranger, 
unlefs accompanied with a Ruffian foldier to quicken the expedition of thoie who furnith 
the poft, muft meet with infinite delays. We were, indeed, ftrongly advifed by fome of 
our acquaintance to ufe this precaution, but imprudently omitted it, to our great incon- 
venience, as we foon experienced. 

After waiting nine hours, we at length thought ourfelves fortunate in feeing the poft- 
horfes make their appearance about two in the afternoon ; and fet off with an expecta. 
tion of proceeding without interruption to Bretof{hina, where a relay was waiting for 
us. But the drivers ftopping at a village only four miles from Mofcow, peremptorily 
refufed to carry us any farther. In vain we produced the order for horfes; they con- 
tended that it authorized us only to take them from village to village, and on the ftrength 
of that conftruétion returned without further ceremony to Mofcow. Two hours more 
were employed, and much broken Ruffian fpoken by our Bohemian interpreter, before 
we were able to prevail on the inhabitants to fupply us with horfes, and were again de- 
pofited in a village about the diftance of three miles; where all the old procels of alter- 


*® See chap. viii. 
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ation, threats, and promifes, was renewed. In this manner we continued wrangling 
and procceding from village to village, which were thickly fcattered in this part of the 
country, until near midnight, when we found ourfelves at Klifma, only feventeen miles 
from Mofcow, and took up our lodging ina peafant’s cottage. Our Bohemian fervant 
having fortunately devoted great part of the night in rambling to diiferent houfes, and 
adjutting the difficulc negotiation for frefh horfes, we were able to depart almoft by day- 
break, and had the ftill ferther fatisfaGion to pals over the immenfe fpave of feven miles 
without cither halt cr delay; fo that by eight in the morning we reached Bretoffhina, 
half-way between Mofeow and the convent. Here we found a Ruffian ferjeant, whom 
Prince Volkontki had obligingly fent forwards to procure horfes, and accompany us dur - 
ing the remainder of our journey ; the experience of the preceding day taught us the 
value of this military attendant. 

At Bretoffhina we viewed a palace built by Alexty Michaclovitch, in which he fre- 
quently refided > it is a long wooden building, painted yellow, only one ftory in heighth, 
containing a fuite of {mall and low rooms. — ‘This palace (if it deferves that name) has 
long been uninhabited. “lhe Emprefs, pleafed with the beauty of the fituation, and res 
fpecting the favourite refidence of Peter the Great’s father, propofed to build a large 
brick palace near the fite of the old mantion, and part of the materials were already col- 
lected for that purpofe. Oa our return to the village we ordered the horfes, and were 
pleated to find our order obeyed almoft as foon as ifued: we had, indeed, a fuccefsful 
agent in our friend the ferjeant ; for the peafants, who were beginning to wrangle, and 
make their ufual altercations, were inftantly difperfed by his cudgel, whofe eloquence was 
more perluafive than the molt pathetic remonttrances.. The boors were certainly accuf- 
tomed to this tpecies of rhetoric ; for they bore it patiently, and with perfect good hu- 
mour; and, the moment they were feated on the box, began whiltling and finging their 
national fongs as ufval. We now continued our route, and arrived at the convent, 
though aiftant from Bretofthina twenty miles, without once {topping to change horfes. 

Troitikoi Sergicf Klutter, or the monaflery of the Holy Trinity, at a little diftance 
bears the appearance of a fmall town; and, like many convents in this country, is 
darrounded with high brick wails, flren¢thened with battlements and towers. “Che 
parapet is roofed with wood, and the walls and towers are provided with embrafures 
for mufkets and cannon: the witole is furrounded by a deep ditch. ‘This place with- 
, flood feveral fieges; and particularly baffled all the efforts of Ladiflaus Prince of 

Poland, who attacked it at the head of a large army. 

Befide the convent or habitation for the monks, the walls enclofe an imperial 
palace, and nine Jarge churches conftructed by different fovereigns. The convent is 
a range of buildings encircling a court, and far too fpacious for the prefent inhabitants: 
it furme:ly contained three hundred monks, together with a proportionate number of 
fluaesis, and was the richett ccclefiaftical eftablifhment in Rufiia. Their cftates, as 
well es all the other church lands, being annexed to the crown, the members receive 
penlions, With the rcvenues the number of monks js greatly diminifhed, and they do 
not amount to one hundred. ‘The habit is black, with a veil of the fame colour; they 
eat no meat, and the difcipline of the order is very ftrict. Within the convent is 2 
feminary for the education of perfons intended for the church, which contained about 
two hundred (iudents. : 

‘Che imperial palace, which was much frequentcd when the fovercign refided at 
Mofcow, is {mall ; one of the apartments is ornamented with reprefentations in ftucee 
of the principal actions of Peter the Great. The nine churches are fplendid, and ex- 
tremely rich in gold and filver ornaments, and coftly veftments. ‘The principal church 
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has a cupola of copper gilt, and. four domes, of tin or iron painted green. We afcend- 
ed a new belfry, built by the Emprefs Elizabeth, which is not an inelegant piece of 
architecture ; it commands a fine view of the adjacent country, which is gently 
ing, richly cultivated, producing much grain, and thickly Rrewed with villages. 
‘The archimandrite or abbot of the monaftery being abfent, we could not obtain per- 
mii@ion to fee the library, which occafioned fome regret, becaufe, according to Buf- 
ching, it contains a curious colle&ion of books *. 

In the principal church a few tombs drew my attention. 

The firlt was that of Maria Queen of Livonia, probably the only perfon who ever 
bore that title, an empty honour, which fhe may truly be faid to have purchafed at a 
dear rate. Maria, lincally defcended from Ivan Vaflilievitch 1., was a relation of 
Ivan I+. She efpoufed, in 1573, Magnus Duke of Holftcin {, and titular king of 
Livonia, who was railed to that dignity by Ivan Vaffilievicch II. in an extraordinary 
manner. Livonia, borderiag upon Ruflia, Sweden, and Poland, and reciprocally 
claimed and poflefied by thofe three powers, was, in the middle of the fixteenth cen- 
tury, partly free, partly fubject to Poland, and partly to the Swedes, when the fzar 
made an irruption, and conquered a {mall portion. Well acquainted, however, with 
the averfion of the natives to the Ruflian {ceptre, he declared that he entered their 
country with no interefted views ; bad no other ambition than to refcue them from 
the Swedifh yoke; and, renouncing all right of conqueft, would only ftyle himfelf 
their protector: he exhorted them to elect for their fovereign Magnus, brother of 
Frederic (1. King of Denmark, who, in the capacity of Bifhop of Pilten, had fome 
pretenfions to Livonia. This propofal being cheerfully agreed to by a great party 
among the natives, the Tzar difpatched an embafly to Magnus, who accepted the 
proifered crown ; and repairing without delay to Mofcow, was formally inilalled in 





* Bufching’s Erd-beichreibung, vol. i. p. 852. 
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4 Magnus was fon of Chrifliaw IIT. Kirg of Denmark, and is known in hiftory by feveral different 
appellations. He is fometimes flyled Ring of Livonia, from his mock-lovereigaty in that country 5 
fametimes Duke of Holitein, from his inheriting a portion of Uiat duchy on the deceafe of his father ; 
aad Bifhop of Aifel, from his exchanging his part of Holiicin for the bithoprics of ARfel and Courland, 
which he fecularized. Holberg, the Danith littorian, mieutiens a boud for 15300 marks, which was {i 
ed: ‘© We Magnus, by the grace of God, Lord of aifel and Wick, Bifhop of Courlaud, Adminiltra 
the Biths 4k of eval, Heir of Norway, Duke of Schlefwick, Holftein, Stormar, and Ditmarfh, Court of 
Oldeuburgh and Delmenhurit.” . Titles, as the hiftuvians remark, which could nut procure him eves a 
{mall fum of money without bis bond. Helberg, vol. ii, p, 488. 
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his new dignity, upon condition of efpoufing Maria, and paying an annual tribute to 
the Tzar. 

Magnus, however, being oppofed by the Swedes, who maintained a large army in 
Livonia, and not unanimonfly acknowledged even by the natives, was {till only a titu. 
lar fovereign ; and after'a fruitlefs attempt to take poffeffion of his crown, continued 
to difplay bis mock dignity at Mofcow. At length, in 1577, being efcorted to Livonia 
by the Tzar, at the head of fifty thoufand troops, he obtained the town and territory 
of Wenden, the remainder of the province being referved to Ruflia. 

Magnus was fcarcely adniitted into Wenden, where ‘he was received with great 
demonttrations of joy, than, defpifing a precarious fovereignty, he was prevailed upon 
by his new fubjeéts to form a fecret alliance with the King of Poland, and counteraét 
the ‘Tzar’s progrefs in Livonia. Ivan, apprizéd of this negotiation, laid immediate 
fiege to Wenden with a numerous army, and compelled the inhabitants to capitulate. 
Magnus himfelf carried the terms of capitulation, and, advancing to fupplicate the 
‘incenfed monarch, threw himfelf at his feet, and intergeded for the town. ‘The Tzar, 
fpurning at him with his feot*, and ftriking him on the face, loaded him with re- 
proaches for his ingratitude, and ordered: him to prifon; and entering the town, his 
troops committed every ipecies of horror and devattation. Many of the principal 
‘inhabitants, retiring into the citadel, determined to defend it to the laft extremity 5 
but perceiving all refiftance fruitlefs, and expe€ing no quarter, they calmly affembled, 
received the facrament, and deftroyed themfelves by blowing up the citadel. Thus 
ended the kingdom of Livonia, four years after it was ereéted into a fovereignty. 
Magnus obtained his enlargement by paying a confiderable fum of Money; and re- 
paired, with his confort Mary, to Pilten in Courland, where he died in 1582, in ex« 
treme diftrefs f. After the death of her hufband, Maria was enticed in Roa, and 
thrown into a nunnery, with her only daughter Eudokia jf. She was never rcleafed 
from her confinement, and the time of her deceafe is uncertain. ‘The remains, both 
of the Queen and her daughter, were depofited in the convent of the Holy ‘Trinity. 

Yn the fame church repole the afhes of Boris Feodorovitch Godunof, who, upon the 
demife of Peodor Ivanovitch in 1597, was raifed froma private ftation to the throne of 
Ruflia, It is a circumftance extremely favourable to a virtuous conduct, that-a fove. 
reign cannot comimit one fi: it offence without fuffering the imputation of many 
others; and that fuppofititious cruclties are always added to ats of real tyranny. This 
was the fate of Boris Godunof, who, having defervedly acquired the deteltation of pok 















author of the Livonian Chronicle, relates this tr: 
Joby the aathors of the Univerfal Hitftory. vol. x 
» at the carneit requeft of the 
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jon more to the honcur of Ivan, 
vy p.242. * Vane Taar laid fege 
seus, Magnus, with only a few attendants, went 
1 scamp, and, faliing on his. knees, begged pardon for himfelf and the city. Bafilowitz no 

y the King of Livonia thus proitrate before him, than he difmonnted from his aed detircd 
ve, returaing him his fword, and, after reproaching him with the ingratitude of his late conduér, 

ues him and the city, and vf rotection. Ar this iuftant a from 
the caflic nari owly miffed killing the Tzar; which fo i ed him, that he mounted syodg 
away direétly, {wearing by St. Nicholas, that, for this freth inftance of perfidy, every poea in Wendea 
fhould fuffer death. Magnus was thes put under an arreit ina farm-houle, and ab iged to fign an obliga. 
tion, by which he engaged to pay the U'zar 40,c00 Hungarian florins by the next Chrittmas, as a fatige 
faGtion tor the money taken from Polubeniki; in cafe of failure of payment at that time, to forfeit double 
the fum, and remain a prifoner at Mofcew till the whole thould be difcharged.’’ J have followed the prinei- 
pal hiftorians of Sweden and Denmark, alfo Heidenflein, end Ocerborg, who fecm to have given the moit 
prebable acecunt of this event. + Hlolberg, vol i. Dp. 488. 

$ Fletcher’s State of Rufila, chap. v. 
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terity by the perpetration of one crime, has been unjuftly branded with infamy, even for 
thofe actions which merit the higheft applaufe. 

Boris Godunof was defcended from a Tartar anceftor, who-came into Ruffia in 1329, 
and, having embraced Chriftianity, afflimed the name of Zachary. Trom Simon Go- 

' dun, one of his defcendants, the family was known by the furname of Godunof, and 
was greatly diftinguifhed by the elevation of the perfonage now under confideration. 

Boris, fon of Feodor Ivanovitch, a nobleman of the Ruffian court, was born in 1522, 
and in the 2oth year of his age appointed, by Ivan Vaffilievitch II. to atterd his fon 
Prince Ivan: being fucceffively promoted to higher offices, and obtaining additional in- 
fluence by the marriage of his filter Irene with Feodor Ivanovitch, he was, upon that mo- 
narch’s fucceffion to the throne, created privy counfellor, matter of the horfe,- and in- 
vefted with the fole direétion of affairs. ‘ 

.Feodor dying without iffue, the election fell unanimoufly upon Boris Godunof, who 
owed his elevation to the high opinion which all parties entertained of his capacity and 
wifdom ; to the influence of his fifter Irene, and to the artful manner with which he af- 
fected to decline, while he was moft ambitious to poffefs, the crown. He deferved his 
elevation by his confummate abilities and popular manners; .and, for his political and 
civil deportment, he is juftly ranked among the greateft {tatefmen of his age. 

Happy would it have been for himifelf and country, had he united moderation and 
humanity to thefe fplendid qualities. His perfecution of feveral noble families, who 
ftood in the way of his ambitious defigns, and ftill more the affaflination * of Demetrius, 
brands his charaéter with indelible infamy. But while we admit and deteft in this in- 
ftance the full extent of his guilt, let not our horror at this crime induce us to mifrepre-" 
fent his moft laudable ations. Let us not affert, with his enemies, that to turn the at- 
tention of the people from the cataftrophe of the Prince, and to ingratiate himfelf in 
their favour by anaét of public munificence, he purpofely fet fire to feveral parts of Mol- 
cow, that he might rebuild them at his own expence! Nor let us, with equal abfurdity 
and injuftice, accufe him of privately inviting the Khan of the Tartars to invade Ruflia, 
that he might occupy the public with a foreign war, and acquire freth glory by repelling 
the enemy ! i 

We may add to the lift of his fuppofititious crimes, that he poifoned Feodor ; forthe 
Tzar had long laboured under a declining flate of health t; and, the year before his 
death, requefted a phyfician from England{. Even his paternal attention and un- 
bounded generofity towards his fubje€ts during a famine, which foon after his elevation 
to the throne defolated Mofcow, was turned into an accufation againit him; for it was 
infinuated, that from an abfurd delicacy, he would not permit foreigners to fupply the 
Ruffians with corn, and that he joined feveral banditti in plundering the houfes of the 
rich §; calumnies ably and unanfwerably refuted by Muller. But the brighteft {plen- 
dour of abilities, and even the molt upright ufe of power, will not atone for the ill means 
of acquiring it ; and the time arrived, when Boris paid the price for the affaffination of 


* This is not the proper place to inquire whether Demetriua was really affaffinated, or whether he ef- 
caped ? for the crime of Boris was the fame, whether his orders were catried into execution, or eluded. See 
the next chapter. , 

+ Fletcher fays of Feodor, that he was inclining to a dropfly. 

t As appears from a letter in the Ruffian archives. ; 

4 This report, Mr. Muller conjectures, arofe from his compelling the bifhops and nobles, who had a fu- 
perfluity of corn, to difpofe of it to the poor at an under price, S. R. G. V. 
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Demetrius. The death and charaéter of Boris Godunof are thus delineated by an im- 
artial hiftorian *. 

The party of the pretended Demetrius increafed daily, and the Ruffians flocked to 
him from all quarters. This circumftance, joined to the inaétivity of the Ruffian army, 
had fuch an effeét upon Boris, that, driven to defpair, he {wallowed poifont. He felt 
the firft effeéts of the poifon at dinner, and the fymptoms were fo violent, that, he had. 
fearcely time to enter into the monaftic order before he expired. According to the 
Ruffian cuftom, he changed his name from Boris to Bogolep. His deceafe happened 
onthe 13th of April, or the 24th, according to the new ftyle, 1605, after a reign of 
eight years and two months. 

* It muft be allowed that his death was a great lofs to Ruffia; for if we except the 
unjuftifiable means by which he raifed himfelf to the throne, and the cruelty with which 
he perfecuted feveral illuftrious families, particularly the houfe of Romanof, he muft be 
efteemed an excellent fovereign. Ambition and revenge were his principal vices: on 
the contrary, penetration and fagacity, affability and munificence, political knowledge, 
diligence in the adminiftration of affairs, afliduity in introducing into Ruffia the im- 
provements of foreign nations, in a word, unwearied attention to promote the advantage 
of his country, and the welfare of his {ubjeéts, were confpicuous parts of his character. 
We are apt to overlook the vices of a fovereign in confideration of his princely virtues, 
and in this refpeét Boris is entitled to our efteem. When we add to thefe confidera- 
tions the long chain of calamities which fucceeded his death, his lofs could not but be 
fenfibly felt.” 

His remains were at firft depofited in the Imperial fepulchre at Mofcow; but were 
afterwards removed to the convent of the Holy Trinity {. 


Cuap. VII. — Hifory and Adventures of the Tzar who reigned under the Name of 
Demetrius. — Seats himfelf on the Throne. — His Character —- and Affaffination. 
— Probably the real. Demetrius. 


AMONG the tombs in the cathedral of St. Michael I had occafion to mention that 
of a child, called by the Ruffians Dmitri, or Demetrius, whofe intricated and contro- 
verted hiftory was referved for a feparate narrative. 

Ivan § Vaffilievitch I¥. left two fons; Feodor who fucceeded to the throne, and De- 
metrius, an infant, who was educated at Uglitz under the care of his mother the Tzarina 
Maria Feodorofna, and in the eighth year of his age was faid to have been affaffinated 


* Maller, S. R.G. V. p. 247. . 

+ Captain Margaret fays, that he died of an apoplexy. Etat de ta Ruffie, p. 118. 

} For the Hiftory of Boris Godunof, fee Muller, S. R. G. Vol. v. p. 27 to 249. 

§ I had finifhed this chapter before the publication of L’Evefque’s Hiftoire de Ruffie. That ingenious 
author has, in his account of the perfon who flyled himfelf Demetrius, advanced many plaufible arguments 
to thew, that he was probably not animpoftor; and though they appear to me unan{werable, and it is eafy 
to perceive that he entirely leans to that opinion, yet he candidly concludes with afferting, ‘* Plufieurs ob- 
jections que j’ai hazardées contre Pimpofture d’Otrépief me paraiffent d’une grande force, je n’oferai cepen- 
dant décider la queftion ? See Hif. de Ruff. v. iii. p. 226 to 236. It may ferve, perhaps, as an addi 
tional proof in favour of Demetrius, that two foreigners, who vifited Ruffia, both unbiaffed by national pre- 


pre and without the leaft communication, fhould hold nearly the fame opinion upon fo intricate a 
ubjedt. 7 


VOL. VI. - 4L < by 


626 . 7 COXE’S TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 


by order of Boris Godunof*. . The real circumftances of this affaffination, being pur- 

. pofely withheld from the public, are varioufly related: and the following particulars are 
alone unqueftionable. A body, fuppofed to be that of the young Prince, ‘was found 
weltering in its blood ; and certain perfons, confidcred as the aflaffins, were inftantly 
put to death by the inhabitants.of Uglitz. The account of the cataftrophe being tranf- 
mitted to Mofcow, Boris Godunof, after circulating a report that Demetrius had, ina 
fit of phrenzy, put a period to his own life, difpatched his creatures Vailili Shuifki and 
Cletchnin to inquire into the circumftances of his death. Having examined the body of 
the deceafed, they declared it to be that of Demetrius, and confirmed 
Maria Feodorofna, accufed of grofs inattention to her fon’s fecurity, was compelled to 
affume the veil, and confined in a convent; many inhabitants of Uglitz, who fpoke 
freely concerning the murder, were capitally punifhed; fome were imprifoned, and others 
banithed. 

Boris Godunof managed this horrid tranfa@tion with fuch art and fecrecy, that fearcely 
any fufpicions were entertained againit him, until thirteen years afterwards a perfon 
made his appearance under the name of Demetrius: he declared that his mother, ful- 
picious of the attempts againft her fon's life, had removed him from Uglitz, and fubfti- 
tuted another child, who was affaflinated in his place; and that, being’ educated in a 
convent, and concealed from the knowledge of his perfecutors, he had efcaped from 
Ruflia into Poland. Being there admitted into the fervice of Wiefnovittki, a Pole of 
great dittinGion,he difcovered himfelf to that nobleman, who warmly efpoufed his caufe, 
Boris Godunot, having received intelligence of this unexpeéted claimant, ‘ diffeminated 
a report, that the impoftor, who affumed the name. of Demetrius, was a monk ftyled 
Gregory or Grifka Otrepief; and {pared neither threats nor bribes to obtain poffefiion 
of his perfon. When thefe expedients failed of fuccefs, he difpatched his emiflaries into 
Poland to aflaffinate him. ~ ‘ 

Wicfnovitiki, alarmed for the fafety of his fugitive, recommended him to the protec- 
tion of the fenator George Mnifbek Palatine of Sendomir, a nobleman of great confe- 

‘quince in Poland. Demetrius (if I may be allowed to call him by that name) being ac- 
knowledged by him the rightful heir of the Ruffian throne, was foon afterwards betrothed 
in marriage to the Palatine’s daughter Marina, and, in the beginning of 1693, was in- 
troduced to Sigifmond HI. King of Poland. Being-admitted to a public audience before 
the diet, he excited the compafiion of the affembly by the affecting manner in which he 
related his adventures ; and though Sigifmond and the diet regretted that the fituation of 
their country prevented them from openly feconding his pretenfions, yet they teflified 
the moft cordial attachment to his interefts, and laid no prohibition on thofe nobles 


the report. 


* Moller relates froma Ruffian manufeript, that twelve perfons were privy to the murder, amongit 


whom svere the Prince’s nurfe and her fon, who perpetrated the decd ; that it was committed at mid-day 
in the court-yard of the palace, and that a bell-ringer, who was vpon the top of an adjoining cathedral, 
faw the whole tranfa@ion Petreus #Jerts, that the Priece was murdered during the confufion of a fire, 
purpofely occafioned ky one of the aflafiins. Margaret and Gravenbuck fay that the effeflin was fon of the 
"Tvarina Maria’s fecretary ; and it is generally affirmed, that it happened at midnight.—The Ruffian au. 
thors naturally prefer the firft account, becaufe it was more difficult at mid day to fubfitute a child. There 
is no reafen to be furprifed at thefe contradi€tory opinions, when it is confidered, a3 L’Evefque juftly ob- 
ferves, * que Boris fupprima tous les détails de cet horrible affaire 3 qwil trompa le Tzar et le public. Le 
«© public fut done alors mal inftruit des circonflances de cet événement, et le temps n’a pu y ajofiter que de 
 pouvelles obfeurités. D’ailleurs, comme le dit Margaret, on obfervait en Ruffie un fecret fi profend fur 








* toutes les affaires, qu'il etait fort difficile Papprendre la vérité de ce qu’on n'avait pas vu de fes yeux.” 
Vol. it, p. 228. 
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who might be difpofed to engage in his fupport. By the afliftance of his two patrons, 
Wiefnovit(ki and the Palatine of Sendomir, Demetrius entered Ruffia in the month of 
Auguft, 1604, at the head of 4000 Poles; and being foon joined by many Ruffians, par- - 
ticularly by the Coffacs of the Don, advanced almoit without oppofition to Novogorod 
Severfkoi, and routed in December an army of 40,cco men; but was not long after- 
wards defeated with great flaughter, by Prince Vaflili Shuifki General of Boris Godunof. 
Fight thoufand of his followers were either killed or taken prifoners, and all his artillery 
and colours fell into the hands of the enemy ;_ his horfe was wounded under him, and 
he himfelf efcaped with dificulty. - 

‘This overthrow occafioned the defection of the Polifh troops; and Demetrius him- 
felf, difmayed with his lofs, would have retreated precipitately into Poland, had he not 
been diffuaded by the importuhities of his Ruffian adherents; many of whom believed 
him to be the true Demetrius, and all dreaded the vengeance of Boris Godunof. Over- 
come by their entreaties he continued his march, and notwithftanding his late difcomfi- 
iture, was foon at the head of a numerous army of Ruffians, who flocked to his ftand- 
ard from all quarters. Not only the populace, ever prone to credulity, but even men of 
the higheft birth and quality, gave credit to his pretenfions ; not only the diftant pro- 
vinces fupported his caule; but the people rofe even at Mofcow, and publicly proclaimed 
that Demetrius bad efcaped from his aflaftins, and claimed allegiance as their rightful fo. ° 
vereign. ‘This infurreCtion was immediately quelled; but although Boris Godunof in- 
flied the fevereft punifhment upon his adherents, though the Patriarch publifhed a ban 
of excommunication againft him and his party, and though Vaflili Shuifki affirmed that 
he had himfelf examined the body of the deceafed Prince at Uglitz; yet an univerfal 
belief {fpread through all ranks, - that the pretender to the throne was the real fon of 
van Vaffilievitch II. . ; : 

The fudden death of Boris Godunof enfured the fuccefs of Demetrius. Feodor Bo- 
rifovitch, declared fucceffor to his father by the Patriarch and nobles who were prefent 
at Mofcow, was deferted by the principal Generals of the Ruffian army, and by many 
perfons of diftin€tion. His troops at this inaufpicious juncture were fuddenly attacked 
and defeated; and thofe who efcaped were perfuaded to {wear fealty to his rival, who, 
ftrengthened by this acceffion, advanced by hafty marches towards the capital without 
the leaft oppofition ; the highways were'lined with people; the towns opened their 
gates with every demonftration of joy, while Demetrius fupported the prepoffeffion of 
the Ruflians in favour of his birth by the affability of his demeanour, and the graceful- 
nefs of his perfon. Having publifhed a manifefto to the inhabitants of Mofcow, with 
offers of clemency and favour on their return to their duty, they rofe in arms, ftormed 
the place, ftrangled Feodor Borifovitch, and recognifed the title of Demetrius. On 
the 3oth of June the new Tzar entered Mofcow in triumph, and took poffeffion of the 
throne with univerfal approbation. is pretenfions to the crown, as real fon of Ivan 
Vaffilievitch, were confirmed by the public+teftimony of Maria Feodorofna, whom Boris 
Godunof had imprifoned ina diftant monaftery, and whom Demetrius, at his acceflion 
releafed from her confinement. Upon her approach to Mofcow, on the 8th of July, he 
rode to meet her at the head of a numerous proceffion, and at the firft appearance of her 
carriage, alighted from his horfe, and ran to embrace her. The tendernefs and affec- 
tion which both parties difplayed on this interefting occafion drew tears from the fpecta- 
tors; and the ftrong expreflions of tranfport with which the Tzarina openly acknow- 
ledged him for her fon, feemed to confirm the reality of his imperial Imeage. Soon 


after this interview he was crowned with the ufual pomp, and feemed firmly feated upon 
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conformity to the manners of his fubjeéts, and by a prudent deference to their civil and 
religious eftablifhment. But his avowed contempt of the Ruffian cuftoms, and his public 
negle@t of their religious ceremonies, foon alienated the ailections of his fubjeéts, and 
precipitated him from the throne as rapidly as he had aicended it. , 

Margaret, who had frequent accefs to the perfon of Demetrius, has fketched his por- 
trait in a fhort but lively manner. . 

¢ He had no beard, was of a middle ftature, and of dark complexion, his limbs were 
ftrong and nervous, and he had a wart under his right eye. He was active, fpirited, and 
merciful, foon offended, and as foon appeafed ; liberal, ambitious, and defirous of mak- 
ing himfelf known to pofterity ; in a word, he wasa Prince who loved honour, and re- 
commended it by his own example *.” 

If we fhould allow that Margaret has concealed many of his defeéts, and placed his 
virtues in the moft advantageous light, yet the acrimony and injuftice which appears in 
many parts of the following extratts from his-charactey, as drawn even by Muller, the 
moft candid of his opponents, will prevent impartial perfons from giving implicit credit 
to the reprefentations of his enemies. 

“¢ The falfe + Demetrius was of a middle fize, dark complexion, and had one arm 
fhorter than the other. He would have been efteemed not deficient in wifdom, had he 
not been fo precipitate in his conduét, and had he conformed his behaviour to the difpo- 
fition and temper of his fubjeéts, In Poland he applied himfelf to the ftudy of lan- 
guages, arts, and fciences ; he converfed in Latin { and Polifh with fluency ; he was well 
acquainted with hiftory, and particularly with that of Ruflia and the neighbouring king- 
doms , he was well verfed in mufic, and poffeffed other liberal accomplifhments, On 
account of his addrefs and good fortune in obtaining the crown, he was efteemed a ma- 
gician, Warlike exercife and hunting were his principal amufements. He had fome 
knowledge of engineering and artillery, was fond of cafting cannon, and fhot with fuch 
{kill as to furprize the moft dexterous markfmen. He was zealous to improve the dif- 
cipline of his army, for which purpofe he would often review his troops, inftru@ then 
in different manceuvres, ftorm ramparts and fortifications; and as he was always fore- 
moft, and the moft eager among the affailants, was often rudely handled in the fray. 

“ Defirous to be elteemed a patron of juftice, he put to death feveral judges who 
were convicted of iniquitous practices. But was not this mode of proceeding rather a 
proof of his inclination to cruelty ? and might it not arife from a defire of ftriking terror 
into his fubjects.§ ? 

«© His munificence, for which he has been extolled, was both extravagant and ill- 
placed ; he heaped bounties upon Polifh muficians and other minions, and drained the 
treafury by enormous expences ||. Like all voluptuaries he was fickle and Hep 

A 


* Margaret, p. 147. + 5. R.G. Vol. v. p. 302, &e. 
£ His underitanding Latin has been urged againit him as a proof that he was educated by the Jefuits. 
Margaret, however, pofitively afferte, that he was not in the leaft acquainted with that language. I eft 
trés certain qui’il ne parloit nullement Latin, j’en puis temoigner, moins le {cavoit il lire et ecrire. Ibid 
. 163. 3 
. § A {uppofition which fhews a {trong difpolition in the oppofite party to mifreprefent the moft favourable 
parte of his condud. ere . a 
| The accounts of his extravagance were grofsly exaggerated. He is {aid to have given orders for a 
throne of mafly filver, fupported by fix lions of the fame cottly materials s and for a footitool of pure gold, 
for the ceremony of his coronation, ftudded with fix hundred diamonds, fix hundred rubies, fix hundred 
fapphires, fix hundred emeralds, fix hundred Turkith ftones ; all of a large lize, but fome of the latter 
were as big as half a pigeon’s egg. It- muft be remarked, that this footftool was already in the teelity 
when 
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All his a@ions proved an extraordinary pronenefs to prefer his own precipitate refolu- 
tions to the moft prudent advice, and to adopt the rafheft meafures. His fudden eleva- 
tion rendered him infolent’; he was fo ambitious, that even the Ruffian empire appeared 
too {mall to fatisfy his luft of dominion, and he extended his views to the reduétion of 
‘Turkey and Tartary. His ebriety and incontinence were his moft notorious vices, which 
frequently expofed him in the eyes of the public. Befides the Princefs Irene, the daugh- 
ter of Boris Godunof, all who pleafed him were /acrificed to his defires, without the leaft 
regard to rank or age *. ; 

** On his acceflion to the throne he was eafy of accefs, but gradually became fufpicious 
of his fubjects; he had a foreign guard, and often refufed audience to the Ruffian no- 
bility, when he admitted the Poles without referve. He feemed to fummon the privy- 
counfellors only for the purpofe of turning them to ridicule. Ifa Ruffian. lodged a com- 
plaint againft a Pole, he could never obtain juftice, and infult was added to injury. 
Probably this infolence was the chief caufe of his fubfequent misfortunes; and his fall 
would at leaft have been retarded, had he endeavoured to conciliate the affe€tion of the 
principal nobles. But the circumftance which principally contributed to his lofs of po- 
pularity, was the little reverence which he profeffed for the ceremonies of the Greek 
church. On his arrival at Mofcow he entered the two cathedrals with drums beating 
and trumpets founding; he paid no refpett to the clergy; he made no diftinction 
between falts and feftivals, would neither bow nor crofs himfelf before the facred 
paintings; he profaned the church by admitting foreigners at the time of divine - 
fervice, and ftill more by the number of dogs which followed -him upon the fame 
occafion. 

* He was not only fo much attached to the Polifh cuftoms and drefs as to prefer them 
upon all occafions; but he even ridiculed the Ruffian manners, and in every inftance 
deviated from the examples of the Tzars his predeceflors. Inftead of fhowing himfelf to 
the people feldom, and only upon extraordinary occafions with a large retinue, he was 
accuftomed to traverfe the {treets with a few fervants; he commonly rode, and, as he 
was an excellent horfeman, was generally mounted upon the moft fiery fteeds ; he 
hunted frequently, had mufic at his repafts, never flept at mid-day, never bathed. Thefe 
trifling circum{tances were regarded in fo ferious a light, that the omiffion of them ren- 
dered him the object of general hatred ; and it was commonly reported, that the perfon 

who could fhow fuch a diftafte for the cuftoms of his country, could never be defcended 
from the race of ancient fovereigns. It was an obvious inference, to confider the de- 
fpifer of his fubje@ts as their enemy. Under fuch circumftances his deftruction feemed 
inevitable t; and yet near a year elapfed before any tumult broke out. At length his 
marriage with a foreign lady clofed the fcene; and it would have been a wonder if he 
had continued any longer upon the throne.” : 
Having 





when Demetrius afcended the throne, and was a prefent from the Sophy of Perfia to Ivan Vaflilievitch IE. 
8. R G. Vol. v. p.335. Many fimilar ornaments employed at his coronation had been ufed by the former 
fovercigns, who were crowned with Afiatic magnificence. 

* Thefe parts of his conduét were alfo greatly mifreprefented. L’Evefque afferts, with great appear- 
ance of probability, that thefe reports of his incontinence were not founded in truth ; and particularly denies 
that the Princefs Irene was facrificed to his defires. Vol. iii. p. 202. 

+ Muller relates an account of a match with fnow-balls between the Ruffian foldiers and Poles; when 
the latter, at the command of Demetrius, filled the fnow-balls with fand and ftones, by which the Ruffians 
(blaue Augen und blutige Koepfe bekamen) received many black eyes and bloody heads. Such parece 
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Having in Poland betrothed himfelf to Marina, the daughter of the Palatine Mnifchek, 
he difpatched a fplendid embafly to demand her in marriage. The efpoufals were per- 
formed at Cracow, and the bride having made her entry into Mofcow, accompanied 
with a large fuite of Poles, was lodged in a nunnery until the folemnization of the nup- 
tials: during this interval he difturbed the devotion of the holy fiterhood with repeated 
feafls, concerts, and balls, whereby he excited public horror, as a violator of religious 
difcipline. By this infatuated behaviour he inflamed the difaffeGion of his fubjects to 
fuch a degree, that a regular con{piracy was concerted againft him, The leader was 
Prince Vaflili Ivanovitch Shnuifki, the fame perfon who had owed his life to the lenity of 
Demetrius, and on whom this a& of clemency ha: no other effc& than to render him 
more cautious in his fubfequent machinations againft his benefadtor. Demetrius fre- 
quently received intimations from different quarters of a projected infurre@ion ; the po- 
pular odium betrayed itfelf by the moft alarming fymptoms; perfons were heard ex- 
claiming in the ftreets, “The ‘{'zar is an heretick, worfe than a Turk, and not the fon 
of Ivan Vaflilievitch.” But, either from a natural magnanimity that braved all danger, 
or from the inconfiderate levity of his character. he was infenfible to all thefe prognoftics; 
and by obftinately perfevering in his unpopular conduét, feemed almoit to invite de~ 
flrudtion. : 

The infurrection broke out early in the morning on the 17th of May. The confpi- 
rators fecured the principal avenues of the city ; the great bellin the Kremlin, the com. 
mon fignal of alarm, was tolled; anda confuled cry was {pread among the people, that 
the Poles were preparing to maflacre the inhabitants.  Vaflili Shuifki, who fecretly in- 
flamed the public difcontents, led the way to the palace, bearing a crofs in one hand, 
and a fabre in the other, accompanied by a vaft multitude armed with the firft weapons 
which chance prefented. ‘This party, having overpowered the guards, -burft open the 
gates of the palace, and rufhed towards the royal apartment. Demetrius, awakened b 
the tumult, fummoned the few guards who were immediately about his perfon, and fal- 
lying, without a moment’s delibération, againtt his affailants, hewed down feveral of the 
foremoft ; being foon overborn by numbers, he attempted to retreat into the interior 
part of the palace; but, clofely preffed by his purfuers, precipitated himfelf from a 
window into a court, and diflocated his thigh with the fall. ; 

Bcing difcovered in this deplorable condition, he was re-conveyed to the palace, and 
brought before Vailili Shuifki, who loaded him with reproaches for his impofture. Not 


a 





cufationedo not merit ferious refutation. Many idle tales arealfo gravely related againft him; and indeed every 
circumftance of his condué was malevolently interpreted. Among the public diverfions which he gave in 
honour of his marriage, was a fire-work, in which a dragon was reprefented with three heads {pitting out 
flames. Such a fpectacle being uncommon in the country, affrighted the Ruffians; and it was reported 
that the ‘I'zar had contrived it on purpofe to alarm his fubjeéts. The Poles were not wanting upon this 
and all other occafions to ridicule the ignorance and fimplicity of the Ruffians, which increafed the hatred 
againil them and the fovereign who protected them. A wooden tower was alfo conftruéted near the city, 
which, upon a certain day, was to be attacked with a cannonade and itormed. After the aflaffination of 
Demetrius, Vaflili Shaifki publicly aflerted in a manifeito, that Demetrius intended to take the opportunity, 
which the forming of this tower prefented, of maffacring many inhabitants of Mofcow. The gates of the 
city were to be fuddenly Qut, the cannon to be fired among the people, and thofe who efcaped to be hewn 
in pieces by the Coffacs and Strelitz, and the Ruffian nobles to be murdered by the Polith troops. Thisac- 
count, fo improbable in itfelf, is only fupported by the fuppofed confeffion of two Polith nobles, to whom 
Demetrius is faid to have revealed it a day or two before his aflaffination s but we may more juftly believe it 
to have been a calumny, invented by Vaflili Shuifki, to render the memory of his rival more odious. See 
S. R.G. Vol. v. 342—346. ? 
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difrnayed however, with the menaces of his enemy, he perfifted * in maintaining himfelf 
to be the real fon of Ivan. Vaffilievitch U1. and appealed to the teftimony of his mother, 
who refided in a neighbouring convent. The firmnels and confiftency of his affevera- 
tions made a confiderable impreflion upon many of the Ruffian foldicrs, who peremp- 
torily declared, that they would protect him from all injury, uniefs Maria Feodorofna 
formally renounced him as her fon. On this unexpected declaration, Vafiili Shuitki, 
accompanied by fome Ruffian nobles of his party, repaired to the convent, and returned 
inftantly with the following anfwer from the Princefs ; * The real Demetrius was flain 
at Uglitz; the perfon who at prefent affurfics his name is an impoftor ; and I was con- 
firained by menaces to acknowledge him for my fon.” On the delivery of this meffige, 
the unhappy Monarch was inftantly facrificed to the fury of his enemies. Neither was 
their vengeance appeafed by his death, but extended even to his inanimate body ; it was 
pierced with repeated wounds, ftripped and expofed for three days to the infults of the 
populace ; it was then depofited in the public charnel houfe, and afterwards + reduced 
toafhes, from a notion that the earth would be polluted by the interment of fo unholy 
a corpfe. ; 

The affafination of Demetrius was followed by a general tumult; the houfes of 
foreigners were pillaged ; and not only the Poles, who fell into the hands of the people, 
but even many Ruffians who wore the Polifh drefs, were maffacred. ‘Though this ftate 
of anarchy lafted only ten hours, yet more than two thoufand perfons loft their lives. 
The dreadful fcene was finally clofed by the eleCtion of Vaflili Ivanovitch Shuifki to the 
throne of Ruffia. Manifeltos t were immediately publifhed, in which the new Tzar juf- 
tified his conduét, and detailed the hiftory and fortunes of his predeceffor,. whom he 
pronounced an adventurer, whofe real name was Grifka Otrepief. He afcribes to him, 
an intention of extirpating the principal Ruffian nobility, and of introducing the Roman 
Catholic religion into Ruffia; accufes him of holding a correfpondence with the Pope 
for that purpofe; infinuates that he had even promiled to cede the provinces of Smo- 
lenfko and Severia to the King of Poland ; reprefents him as an heretic and a forcerer ; 
difplays, in the moft odious colours, his averfion to the manners and cuftoms of the 
Ruflians, hts attachment-to foreigners, and expatiates with much art upon every part of 
his character which was moft likely to excite the public abhorrence. A few days after- 
wards a manifefto appeared in the name of the Tzarina Maria Feodorofna, in which 
fhe apologizes for having owned the impoftor for her fon, and again acknowledyes that 
the real Demetrius was affaffinated at glitz; that theimpoftor, at their interview near 
Mofcow, firlt accofted her alone §, and threatened her and her family with the moft 
cruel torments, if fhe refufed to recognize him as her olfspring. 





* Mr. Moller fays, all the Ruffian writers declare, that he confefled his impofture s but it #s certain thet 
he did not ; otherwife why did Vafliti Shuitki repair to the convent to obtain the Tzarina’s declara On, 
when his own confeflion would have been fully Cufficient. 

t It feems, by other accounts, that the body was fi-it buried without the city ; and that the multitude 
flocked in crowds to the place. “ The common people believed that mufic was fieard in the night and that 
fpecires were feea hovering about the place where he was buried For thefe reatons the body was dag up, 
and (hot from the mouth of a cannon.” Schmidt R. (+. vol. i. p-362.  ‘Theanihor of the Ruffian Im- 
pottor alfo writes, ‘* The people dug up his poor careafe out of au obfeure greve, and atter a repetition of 
barbarities upon him, they burnt the body, and feattered the afhes in the air,” p. (25. 

t, Mr. Muller found thefe manifeftos in the archives of ‘I'fherdin. §. Ro-- 347 364, 366 

§ Habe mit irh geredit ohne dafs jemand von den Boiarne, oder ancera Leuten, dabey feyn doerfen, 
S.R G. vol. v. p- 367. Margaret, on the contrary, who was probably prefent at this intery » faye 
exp.2fsly, “ aprés conferences d’an quart Mheur, ex prefince de tous ies nobles et de ceux de la ville, &a. 
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All thefe allegations, however, thus urged againft the pretenfions of Demetrius, could 
not efface the prepoffeffions entertained by the generality of the Ruffians in favour of 
his imperial defcent. A frefh infurre@tion was hourly expected, and fome tranfient 
tumults took place, in which Vaflili Shuifki narrowly efcaped deftru@ion. In this cri- 
tical {tate of affairs he had recourfe to an expedient, for the purpofe of appeafing the 
public fufpicions. A rumour being fpread, that the body of the young Prince, formerly 
murdered at Uglitz, had performed miracles, a deputation of feveral bifhops and nobles 
was difpatched to take up the hallowed corpie from the fepulchre, and to tranfport it to 
Mofcow. 

“Upon opening the tomb,” relates Muller from the Ruffian archives, “ an agreeable 
odour filled the whole church ; the body was uncorrupted, and the very clothes entire ; 
one of his hands grafped fome nuts that were fprinkled with blood, and which the young 
Prince had been eating at the inftant of his affaflination, His relics were carried in 
great {tate to Mofcow: on their approach to the city they were met by Vaffili Shuifki, 
the widow of Ivan Vaflilievitch II. and a large concourfe of people, and depofited with 
much folemnity in the cathedral of St. Michael. During the proceffion, many troubled 
with various diforders were miraculoufly reftored to health : after the body was placed 
in the cathedral, thirteen fick perfons declared themfelves relieved of their complaints’ 
by the interpofition of the faint, and the fame number were healed on the enfuing 
day *.’ : 

‘Let us contraft this account with the relation of the oppofite party. 

« On the 4th of Junea difpute concerning Demetrius arofe between the Strelitz and 
the people, who afferted that he was not an impoftor. The Tzar and the boyars cry 
out, The people fhall have occular demonftration, that the true Demetrius was killed at 
Uglitz ; his body is now removing to Mofcow, and has performed many ftupendous 
miracles. The boyars procured a poor man’s child, about thirteen years of age, cut its 
throat, and having committed it for a few days to the ground, conveyed it to Mofcow, 
fhowed it to the people, and declared that this was the true Demetrius, whofe body, 
although long interred, was ftill uncorrupted, which the foolith multitude believed, and 
were appeafed t.”” 

The reader will judge which of thefe two accounts is moft likely to be true. 

‘With refpeét to mylelf, I fhall only add, that having endeavoured to examine the hif 
tory of the Tzar Demetrius without prejudice or partiality, I am ftrongly inclined to 
believe that he was not an impottor, but the real perfonage whofe name he aflumed }. 

Cap, 


* §.R.G. vol. v. p. 371- + Payerne in Schmidt Roff. Geff. vol. i. 364. 

+ For the hiftery of Demetrius, fee Petreius Mofcov. Chron, Margaret’s Eftat. de la Ruffie, p.'18 and 
1g. 114-175. Payerne in Schmidt. Ruff. Gef vol. ii. and particularly Muller’s S. R, G. vol. v. p. 181 
to 380. That ingenious author has drawn together, in one point of view, the principal events of this 
troublefome z:a, and has reconciled, as much as poffible, the contradi@tory accounts of the different writ- 
ers: and though he has adopted the Ruffian prejudices, yet he has given the arguments of the oppofite 
party with as much candour ss could be expeéted from an author who wrote in Ruffia. 

Since the publication of this chapter, the death of Muller allows me to declare (what delicacy at that 
time prevented me from afferting) his full conviGtion that the Tzar was the real Demetrius. ‘* As his 
impotture,”’ he faid “ is an article of faith, I could not venture to publifh my real opinion in this country. 
But in perufing my account with atrention, you will perceive that the arguments which Ihave advanced in 
favour of the impofture, are weak and inconclufive.” He added, fmiling, ‘¢ 1f you write on the fubjedty 
refute me with freedom but do not mention my confeffion during my life-time.”? He then related a con- 
verfation with the Emprefs on this fubject, when fhe was at Mofcow: «J am informed,” fhe faid, «« that 
you doubt whether Grifka was an impottor 5 tell me freely what is your opinion?” Maller refpectfulty 
evaded the queftion ; but being fill further preffed, replied, “ Your Majefty is well acquainted that the - 
' 6 | : 
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Cuav. VIIL—Of the Princefi Sophia Alexiefna.— Mifreprefentation of her Charatler.— 
Jupification of ber Condutt.—Her Fall and Imprifonment.—Unjujtly accufed of attempt. 
ing to affaffinate-Peter.— She affumes the Veil—Her Death. 


SCARCELY any portion in the annals of this country is more important, than the 
minority of Peter the Great ; and no character more grofsly mifreprefented than that 
of his filter Sophia Alexiefna, who governed Ruffia during that period. This illuftri- 
ous Princefs united many perfonal and mental accomplifhments; but as fhe headed a 
party in oppofition to Peter, the idolatry univerfally paid to him has contributed to 
diminifh the luftre of her adminiftration. ; 

I was led into thefe reflections from a vifit which I paid to the Devitchéi nunnery in 
the fuburbs of Mofcow, where Sophia was confined during the laft feventeen years of 
her life; and as we have fearcely any knowledge of her character but through the me- 
dium of her adverfaries, I fhall throw together a few particulars, which induce me to 


judge favourably of her conduét*. 
: Sophia 


Snag 
body of the true Demetrius is depofited in the cathedral of St. Michiel ; that he is adored as afaint, and his 
relics perform miracles. What will become of thefe relics fhould Grifka be proved to be the real Deme- 
trius?” True,” returned the Emprefs, fmiling, «but let me know what would be your opinion if thefe 
relics did not exift ??? Muller, hewever, {till prudently declined giving a dire@ anfwer, and the Emprefe 
urged him no farther. 

his confeffion of Mr Muller, who was the moft able advocate of the opinion, that the Tzar was an 
impoftor, might perhaps render it unncceffary to reprint the remaining part of the chapter, which was 
principally employed in refuting his arguments ; but for the fatisfaction of the reader, who may wifh to fee 
the ftatements on both fides of the queition, it is inferted in the Appendix. 

* Three foreign writers have principally contributed to render the charaCter of Sophia extremely odious. 

1. The firftt is Gordon, in his ** Life of Peter the Great? But his teftiony is extremely exceptionable, 
as well on account of his partiality to Peter, as becaufe he was prejudiced againft Prince Vaflili Galitzin, 
Sophia’s prime minifter, for having degraded his relation and patron General Patrick Gordon. See Korb 
Diarium, p. 216. 

2. The fecond author is La Neuville, in his ‘* Relation de la Mofcovie,” who dignifies himfelf with the 
title of Envoy from the King of Poland to the court of Mofcow, and is generally fuppofed to have been 
refident in that city at the time of Sophia’s fall. His authority, therefore, is deemed unqueftionable, and 
the cnemies of this Princefs have not failed to cite it in proof of their accufations. Any perfon, however, 
in the leaft converfant with the hiftory of Roffia, will perceive in this work the groffeft contradi@ions, and 
the moft abfurd tales. The author, after loading the charater of Sophia with more deceit and cruelty than 
ever difgraced a Tiberius, or a Cafar Borgia, affects the molt perfect knowledge of the fecret cabals be~ 
tween her and Prince Galitzin: he afferts their intention of marrying, of re-uniting the Greek and Latin 
churches, of compelling Peter to affume the monaftic habit, or, if that failed, of affaffinating him, of des 
claring the children of Ivan illegitimate, and of feeuring the throne to themfelves and their heirs. And as 
if this chimerical projeé was fure of fuccefs, he adds, Prince Galitzin had ftill further views : he hoped, by 
re-uniting Ruffia to the Roman catholic church, to obtain the Pope’s permiffion (if he fhould furvive So- 
phia) to appoint his fon fucceffor to the throne, in preference to thofe whom he fhould have by the Princefs, 
while his wife was alive. But fuch abfurd accounts carry their own refutation, and the writer who retails 
them muft furely deferve no credit, even fhould he be “ fe temoin occulaire,”” as Voltaire ityles him, « de 
ce qui fe paffa.” But the truth is, this envoy to Mofcow is afeppofititious perfon: the author was Adrien 
Baillet, who ftyled himfelf de la Neuville, from a village of that name, in which he was born, arid was never 
in Ruffia. The « Relation de la Mofcovie,”” was publithed at the Hague in 1699 $ and was probably com- 
piled by the author from the vague accounts of fome of Peter’s adherents, who in 1697 accompanied that 
Monarch into Holland. 

In Menkeni Bibliotheca, La Relation de la Mofcovie” is mentioned among the works of Adrien Baillet, 
for an account of whom, fee Niceron, Hommes II lufires 3? article Ad. Baillet. 


vou, vi, 4m 3, Voltaire 
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Sophia was born in Odtober, 1658. Her father, Alexéy Michaelovitch, was twice 
married ; by his firft wife Maria Iinitchna, of the family of Milolaffki, he had Feodor, 
Ivan, and feveral’Princeffes, among whom was Sophia; and Peter the Great by his 
fecond wife Natalia Kirilofna, of the family of Narifkin. During Maria’s life, her family 
enjoyed confiderable influence ; but after her deceafe, and upon Alexéy’s marriage with 
Natalia, their power was eclipfed by the fuperior afcendancy of the Narifkins, Hence 
two parties were formed at court, and perpetual quarrels took place between the chil- 
dren of Alexéy by his firft wife, and their ftep-mother Natalia. During this period, 
jvan Michaelovitch Milolaffki, the head of that family, endeavoured fecretly to under- 
mine the Narifkins: he attributed to their influence the increafe of the taxes, and the 
delay-in paying the troops, and reproached them as the authors of all the grievances 
which were urged againit the government of Alexéy. By thefe and other artifices he 
Jaboured to render them unpopular; and having gained a large body of Strelitz *, 
waited for a favourable opportunity to execute his defignst. On the acceffion of Feo- 
dor, his relations, the family of Milolaffki, re-affumed their importance, and the Narif- 
kins were excluded from alt fhare in the adminiftration of affairs. 

Sophia gained the affection of her brother Feodor, by the fuperiority of her under- 
ftanding, infinuating addrefs, and unwearied ‘attention during his.Jong illnefs. ‘To her 
the Tzar, whofe infirmities rendered him unfit to govern, refigned the direétion of af- 
fairs, and at her fuggeftion, placed his fole confidence in Prince Vaffili Galitzin, a noble- 
man who had greatly diftinguifhed himfelf under the reign of Alexéy Michaelovitch, for 
his political abilities. . : 

Feodor dying without iffue, April 1682, Ivan his brother, and rightful heir of the 
throne, was excluded from the fucceffion on account of his incapacity, and his half- 
brother Peter declared Tzar. In regard to,this event, the partizans of Peter endea~ 
youred to eftablith two pofitions: 1. ‘That he was raifed to this dignity in confequence 
of Feodor’s exprefs appointment ; and 2. By the unanimous voice of the nation, 

“With refpeét to the firft pofition, the nomination of Peter |; when we confider that 
Feodor was governed by Sophia and his own family, it is not probable, that he fhould 
act in dire& oppofition to their interefts; and enfure, by the nomination of Peter, the 
adminiftration of affairs to the Narifkins. ‘This ftate of the cafe has been lately eftab- 
tifhed by a Ruffian hiftorian §, who informs us, from the authority of authentic records 
that Peter did not owe his elevation to any declaration of Feodor in his favour, but to. 





3. Voltaire has contributed more than any other writer to {pread reperts injurious to Sophia; but the 
truth of his narrative of her rife, adminiftration, and fall, is liable to the flrongeft objections: he draws 
many faéis, urged againft Sophia, from the work of the fuppofed Polith envoy, La Neuville, which has 
been fhown to be of no authority, and extra@ts the remainder almoft folely from certain memoirs, which 
were tran{mitted to him by order of the Emprefs Elizabeth, Peter’s daughter. : 

But the violent prepoffeffions conceived againft the memory of this unfortunate Princefs begin to fubfide, 
Muller has ventured to juftify her charaéter in fome inftances; the author of the ‘ Antidote to the Abbé 
de Chappe’s Journey into Siberia,” {peaks of her in a favourable manner; and L’Evefque has evidently 
fhown, that her charaéter has been grvfsly mifreprefented. I had already ficifhed this chapter, as well as 
the laft, before his hiftory miade its appearance, and though the arguments of that§udicious hiflorian had no 
fhave in forming, they certainly confirmed my opinion Gi favour of Sophia. 

* The Ruffian regiments of guards were called Strelitz, or Streltfi, until they were fuppreffed, and the 
name abolifhed t-y Peter the Great. 

+ Sumorokcf’s Aufruehr der Strelitzen, p. 4. 

+ © Feodor avant d’expirer, voyant que fon frére Ivan, trop difgracié de la nature, était incapable de 
yegner, nomma pour héritier des Ruffles fon fecond frére Pierre,’” &c. Voltaire. 

§ Prince Sherebatof, See Bach. Ruff. Bib. vol. v. p. 502. 
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the fuffrages of thofe perfons in whom the right of nominating the fucceflor was 
vetted. ; 

In regard to the fecond pofition, the unanimity of Peter’s eleGtion ; Muller, who 
has explored the Ruffian archives with a view of afcertaining this point, can fupply us 
with no better proofs than the following information * : . 

“ Soon after the death of Feodor, all the fervants of the court, the officers, and 
ecclefiaftics, who were then at Mofcow, affembled in the palace and ccurt-yard to kifs 
the hand of the deceafed Monarch ; after which ceremony they allo kiffed the hands of 
the two Princes Ivan and Peter, the former of whom was fixteen, and the latter ten 
years of age. he ill health of Ivan, the hopeful appearance of Peter, and the well- 
known prudence and virtue of his mother t, induced all who were prefent to prefer the 
younger to the older brother, and unanimoufly to raife Peter to the throne. The 
aftonifhing quiet and unanimity with which this important affair was accomplithed, 
feems to prove, that it was preconcerted by the Patriarch and principal nobility. The 
Patriarch Joachim defcended from a noble family, was at the head of this tranfa@tion, 
The principal courtiers, ecclefiaftics, nobles, officers, merchants, and a great concourfe 
of people being affembled before the imperial palace, he demanded of them whom they 
would nominate Tzar, Ivan or Peter; the queftion was extremely unufual, but, being 
jultified by the circumftances, was anfwered in favour of Peter. Probably the party of 

'Tvan did not forefee that a younger prince, who was a minor, would be preferred to his 
elder brother; and were therefore not prepared to make any oppofition to the appcintment of 
Peter. 

«* Two contradictory accounts of this nomination are given in two of the moft authen- 
tic records in the archives of Mofcow. The firft informs us that Ivan, as the eldeft, 
publicly renounced his right to the.crown, before it could be conferred upon Peter: the 

‘fecond makes no mention of this renunciation, but afcribes the appointment of Peter. to 
the general wifhes of the nation.” : : 

The firft record in the office for foreign affairs thus relates the tranfaction : 

*¢ And the Patriarch Joachim, and the metropolitans and archbifhops, and all the 
clergy, and the Siberian and Kaffimovian princes, and the Boiars and Okolnitfhi, and - 

' the Doumnie-Diaki, and the Stolnics and Straeptfhi, and the nobility of Mofeow, and 
the Shilitfi, and the nobles from the country, and the foldiers and Gofti, and. the mer- 
chants and people, entreated the Princes, Ivan'and Peter, that one of them would pleafe 
to afcend the hereditary throne of Ruffia,” &c. And the TFzarovitch Ivan faid, * It 
being advantageous for the public that my brother the Tzarovitch and Great-duke 
Peter fhould afcend the throne of ‘Ruffia, becau/e his mother the Tzarina Natalia is alive : 
I, therefore, the Tzarovitch and Great-duke Ivan, refign the throne to the Tzarovitch 
and Great-duke Peter. And the Tzar and Great-duke Peter afcended the throne.” 

According to the other record, which is in the Journal of Occurrences at court : 

“ The Patriarch demands of the perfons:affembled for the nomination.of the new 
Sovereign, whom they would eleét, Ivan or Peter. And the Stolnics and Strapthi, and 
the Nobles, and the Diaki, and the Shilitfi, and the Dietiboirafki, and the Gofti, and 
the merchants, and the other people of different ranks, anfwered unanimouafly, that the 
throne of all the kingdoms of the great Ruffian empire belonged to. Peter Alexievitch : 
then the Patriarch addreffed the Boiars, Okolnitfhi, privy councellors, and principal 


* Von Peter’s des Groffen erftern Galangung zum Thron. in Jour. Pet. for 1780. oh 
+ This Princefs was then {carcely twenty-four years of age, and had given no proofs of prudence and 
wifdom. L’Evefque more juftly ftyles her “ jeune princeffe qui n’avoit pu fe faire encore aucune 
reputation,” 
4M 2 perfons 
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perfons belonging to the court ; and the Boiars, &c. anfwered unanimoufly, The-Tza- 
rovitch and Great-duke Peter is, by the choice of all the ftates and people of the Muf- 
covite empire, Tzar and Great-duke of all Great, Little, and White Ruffia.” 

We may remark upon thefe extracts, that being compiled by the friends of Peter, 
even if they did not contradi&t each other, their authority would be exceedingly excep. 
tionable; nor could their filence, with refpeét to any oppofition, be confidered as a fuf- 
ficient teftimony that the fuffrages in favour of Peter were unanimous; becaufe his ad- 
herents would never record any particulars tending in the fmalleft degree to invalidate 
his pretenfions, or fupport thofe of Ivan. Befides, when we recolle&t the power of the 
family of Milolaffki during the reign of Feodor, the influence which Prince Vaffili Ga- 
litzin muft have acquired from his office of prime minifter, and particularly the infinu- 
ating manners and popularity of Sophia, (all of whom were bound, not only by the 

 ftrongeft ties of intereft, but even for their common fecurity, to fupport the caufe of 
Ivan,) it is not probable, that the nomination of Peter was as unanimous as it is repre- 
fented. And indeed it is certain *, that a nobleman, named Sumbalof, objected to the 
validity of the eleétion, becaufe the younger brother was preferred to the elder; that his 
remonttrance was followed by thofe of many others, and that even the Patriarch Joa- 
chim, who is efteemed by Muller a ftrong advocate of Peter, foon afterwards embraced 
the party of Ivan: thefe cireumftances feem to imply that Peter was not raifed to the 
throne by the unanimous voice of the nation ; but that the fuffrages of the aflembly had 
been furprized by the fecret machinations of the Narifkins, . 

Peter, however, by whatfoever means his nomination was obtained, received as fole 
Sovereign, the fealty of his fubjef&ts; and the government was entrufted to his mother 
Natalia, But the party in oppofition to Peter was {trong and powerful; his election 
was not as yet confirmed by the whole body of Strelitz, who, to ufe the fpizited expref- 
fion of a Ruflian author, poffefled above fourteen thoufand armed votes t; and their 
peculiar fituation at this important juncture rendered them fit inftruments of a new 
revolution. ; : ; 

Juft before Feodor’s demife, nine of thefe regiments, quartered at Mofcow, having 
tumultuoufly affembled, demanded redrefs of ill-treatment received from their colonels, 
and an inftant difcharge of all their arrears. Prince George Dolgorucki, their chief, 
having ordered one of the ringleaders to be feized, ftripped, and punifhed with the 
knoot, an immediate infurrection was the confequence; the executioners were infulted, 
and the prifoners refcued {. On the day fubfequent to the interment of Feodor, the 
foldiers proceeded in a large body to the Kremlin, and prefented a petition again{t nine 
of their colonels, who being delivered to them by the miniftry, were publicly whipped 
and difcharged §. ivan Milolaffki inflamed the difcontents of this mutinous body, and 
though confined to his chamber bya pretended ficknefs, contrived to hold feveral inter- 
views with the ringleaders, who affembled at night in his palace. Sophia is alfo accufed 
of being prefent at thefe meetings, of diftributing money to the principal infurgents, and 
of exafperating them againft the family of Narifkin. On the morning of the tsth of 
May, a report being fpread that Peter was not unanimouily elected, the drums beat to 
arms by order of Ivan Milolaffki, and the Strelitz being tumultuoufly affembled, two 
perfons of his party entered their quarters, crying, ‘¢ The hour of vengeance is at hand, 
Ivan Alexievitch is affaffinated, and the Narifkins are mafters of Ruffia; revenge the 
murder of the Tzarovitch.” The foldiers, inflamed to fury by thefe exclamations, . 


* Sumorokof, p. 55—57. t t4198 bewaffnete ftimme. Sumorokof, p. 1g. 
$ Gordon, p.7o, § Gordon, p. 72.5 and Voltaire, 
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marched with drums beating and colours flying to the Kremlin, tolled the great bell, 
furrounded the palace, and demanded the affaflins of Ivan. Although the Tzarina im- 
mediately produced both Ivan and Peter; yet the infurgents were not appeafed, but 
vehemently required the execution of the Narifkins. Their fury was {till further aug- 
mented by a rumour induftrioufly circulated, that-Ivan Narifkin, the brother of the 
‘Tzarina, had feized the diadem and royal robes. In the midft of this tumult, one of 
the officers vertured to haraugue the foldiers; he affured them, that Ivan Alexiavitch 
was in perfect fafety ; that all their grievances fhould be redrefled, and exhorted them 
to difperfe. his harangue feemed to make a fenfible impreflion, and the tumult was 
fubfiding ; when Prince Dolgorucki imprudently threatened them with the fevereft 
punifhment for their mutiny and rebellion: inflamed by this ill-timed menace, they 
feized the Prince, hurled him into the air, received him upon their pikes, and hewed 
his body to pieces. This affaffination was the prelude to a more general maffacre, which 
continued during three days without intermiffion. Not only the two brothers of the 
Yzarina, and a few others moft obnoxious to the infurgents, fell vitims to their fury, 
but feveral perfons, by no means unpopular, were facrificed amid(t the general confus 
fion, and Mofcow underwent a general pillage. 

To clofe this horrid fcene, the principal nobles aflembled on the 18th of May, and, 
by a compromife between the two parties, Ivan and Peter were declared joint Sovereigns; 
but as Ivan was incapable of governing, and Peter in his minority, the adminiftration of 
affairs was vefted in the hands of Sophia. Hence conclufions were drawn unfavourable 
to that Princefs: fhe was accufed of having maintained a fecret intelligence with the 
ringleaders of Strelitz, of exciting them by falfe reports to revolt, of ordering money 
and fpirituous liquors to be diftributed among the foldiers, and even of delivering them 
a lift* of forty nobles whom fhe had profcribed. All her a€tions are malignantly in. 
terpreted :_ when Ivan Nariikin was led to execution, fhe publicly accompanied the 
‘{zarina and Patriarch to intercede for his life, placed the image of the Virgin Mary in 
his hands to ftop the fury of the Strelitz; and endeavoured, though in vain, to footh his ° 
alfaffins ¢. They who judge unfavourably of her conduét, fay, that this compaffion was 
only feigned ; and that fhe fecretly inftigated his aflaflination, though fhe outwardly 
affected to intercede {. Upon this fuppofition, the whole condua of Sophia implies fuch. 
a deep-laid fcheme of hypocricy, artifice, and revenge, as feems rather adapted to a po- 
litician grown grey in iniquity, and long pradtifed in the arts of fedition, than to a Prin- 
cefs like Sophia, only in the twenty-fifth year of her age. 

But the caufes which led to this revolution, may be traced from feveral events in the reign. 
of Alexéy Michaelovitch, long before Sophia had the leaft influence in political affairs, and 
particularly from the domettic feuds in the imperial family. It appears alfo that the firit 
infurrection of the Strelitz was cafual; occafioned by the arrears of pay, and the unpopu~ 
larity of the colonels, and cannot, with the leaft degree of probability, be imputed to the 
intrigues of Sophia; therefore the can only be accufed, even by the moft malignant in- 
terpretation of her conduct, of availing herfelf of that mutiny to procure the election of 
Ivan. But there is furely a wide difference between aflerting.the injuttice of his exclu- 
fion from the throne; or, under the mafk of moderation and candour, inflaming to. 


* “ Enfin, Sophie,” fays Voltaire, « fait remettre entre leurs mains une lifte de quarante feigneurs qu’elle 
appelle leurs enemis, et ceux de Etat et qu’its doivent maffacrer.”? I.cannot give credit to this lift of forty 
nobles, which Voltaire compares “aux profcriptions de Sylla et des triumvirs de Rome? Whoever will. 
attentively perufe the account of the enfuing mafflacre in Gordon, or even in Voltaire, will find that the 
fury of the Strelitz, except againft the Narifkins, was more directed by chance than by defign, 

+ Gordon, p, 81, ft Sumoreckof. 
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madnefs the fury’of a difaffeéted foidiery, and.calmly leading them from affaffination to 
affaffination *. . ‘ ; ; 

But is it net more reafonable to fuppofe, that Ivan Milolafiki, who had, during the 
reign of Alexéy Michaelovitch, formed a party againft the Narifkins, fhould take ad- 
vantage of the fedition of. the Strelitz, with whom he had long entertained a fecret in- 
telligence; and that Sophia was the oftenfible infrument of: his defigns? Ina word, 
that fhe was raifed to the regency by the cabals of a powerful party, who forefaw their 
own ruin in the nomination. of Peter ; and who, in the midft of an infurredtion, held 
forth to this licentious body the unalienable rights of Ivan. Examples were not wanting 
to prove that the incapacity of Ivan was no bar to his eleGlion: a memorable inftance 
was exhibited inthe perfon of Feodor Ivanovitch, who, notwith{tanding his imbecility, 
was raifed to the throne, anda regency entrufted with the adminifiration of affairs +. 
It muft alfo be confidered, that Peter, then only in his eleventh year, had not difplayed 
any inftances of that valt fuperiority of underftanding, which afterwards marked his 
charaéter ; and that his mother, who was to fway the reins of empire, was a perfon of 
no experience, and extremely unpopular. Nor is it matter of furprize that the care of 
Ivan and the adminiftration of government fhould be committed to Sophia. The vic- 
torious family would naturally choofe a regent devoted from intereft and inclination 
to their party; a perfon of imperial lineage, popular manners, refpeCtable charaer, 
and great abilities; all thefe requifites centered in Sophia. 

However authors may have ceniured the ambitious defigns of Sophia; they una- 
nimoufly concur in delineating her engaging manners, the beauties of her perfon {, the 
vigour and wifdom of her adminiftration, and her extenfive plans for the advantage of 
her country. : 

Sophia repofed her principal confidence in Prince Vaffili Galitzin, commonly known 

‘by the name of the Great Galitzin, a moft able minifter and confummate politician. 
‘The fcandalous chronicle of thofe times, or rather of a later period, attributed her par- 
tiality to a fofter paffion, though he was above fixty years of age; and her enemies 
have not even fcrupled to declare §, that fhe had formed the plan of affaffinating the 
two Tzars, ufurping the throne, and efpoufing Prince Galitzin, who was to obtain a 
divorce from his wife. 3 

Sophia || has been alfo accufed not only of neglecting the education of Peter, but of 
yntroducing him into the company of the moft profligate young men, and encouraging 





* & Tandis que les Strelitz commengaient ainfi & fe faire ‘craindre, la Princeffe Sophie, qui les animait fous 
main, pour les conduire de crime en crime,” &c. Voltaire. 

+ S.R.G. vol. i. p. i9. . 

+ Weber, the Hanoverian envoy at St. Peterfburg in the beginning of this century, fays of Sophia, 
¢ the Tzar was frequently heard to declare, that, excepting her inordinate ambition, fhe was a Princefs of 
great perfonal and mental accomplithments.”” Ver. Ruff. vol. i. p. 143. Voltaire clofes a f{pirited por- 
trait by faying, «* une figure agréuble relevoit tous festalens.”” Perry defcribes her, at the time of the re~ 
volution, as a handfome young lady, then upwards of twenty-three. He came into: Ruffia in 1702, two 

ears before her death ; and though he never faw her himfelf, on account of her imprifonment, mutt have 
Laowa many who had been perfonally acquainted with her. Perry’s State of Ruffia, p. 143. Sumoro- 
kof fays of her, that the poffefled a good underftanding and great beauty, p. to. Many other authors 
might be quoted to the fame purpofe, but as there is nothing which party-malice will net invent to depre- 
ciate an obnoxious charaéter, the fuppofititious Polifh envoy, La Neuville, has mifreprefented her perfon as 
much as her condu&: ‘ Sophie dont Vefprit & !e merite ne tiennent rien de la diformité defon corps, etant 
d'une grofeur monfireufe, avec une téte large comme un boiffeau, du poil au vifage, des loups aux jambes & au moins 
\ goans3 mais avtant gue fa taille off large, courte, & grofiere, autant fon efprit eft fin, delié & politique; & 
fans avoir jamais Iti Machiavel, elle poflede naturellement toutes fes maximes,” &c. p. 151. 


§ Gordon, p. 36. I] Voltaire. 
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his propenfity to every fpecies of excefs which might enervate his frame, weaken his 
underflanding, and render him averfe to bufinefs, This calumny, however, has been 
amply refuted by Muller *, who has fhewn, fram unqueftionable authority, that Ivan 
and Peter had two different courts; the education of Peter was folely entrufted. to his 
mother; and if improper perfons were placed about him, the blame muft fall upon her, 
and not upon Sophia. With refpe& to his propenfity to drinking, that vice was ex- 
tremely common in Ruffia, and Prince Vafhlift Galitzin was as remarkable for his 
fobriety as the favourites. of Peter, Le Fort and Boris Galttzin, were notorious for in- 
‘temperance. ‘ Le Fort,” fays a writer who was in Livonia when the Tzar and his 
fuite paffed through that country in his firft journey to Holland, “ is a man of good 
underftending ; very perfonable, engaging, and entertaining ; a true Swifs for probity 
and bravery, but chiefly for drinking. Open tables are kept every where, with trumpets 
and mufic, attended with feafting and exceflive drinking, asif His Tzarifh Majefty had 
been another Bacchus. I have not yet feen fuch hard drinkers; it is not poffible to 
‘exprels it, and they boaft of it as a mighty qualification {.”” 

‘Thus it appears that Peter had examples of intemperance in his own houfehold ; and. 
it cannot be fuppofed that Le Fort was the creature of Sophia. The evident falfehood. 
of fuch virulent accufations fhould induce us not to credit other calumnies ; particularly 

_the charge that fhe attempted to deftroy Peter by poifon, which, though it failed of its 
intended effet, difordered his conftitution, and occafionally produced melancholy and 
defpair bordering on madnefs. This report took its rife from his pronenefs to epileptic 
fits ; a diforder common in his family, which gradually diminifhed as he grew ftronger, 
but never entirely forfook him. Before an attack, the natural vehemence and favage- 
nefs of his temper broke out with redoubled violence, and rendered him the terror of 
all who approached him.. The inveterate rancour with which the enemies of Sophia 
have calumniated. her memory, is in no inltance more evident than from their ab« 
furdly imputing the brutal ferocity of Peter to the effects of poifon which the admi- 
vniftered §. : 

But it is time to trace the principal caufes of her fall. Sophia, to whom Ivan fur. 
rendered the direction of affairs, aflumed fome.exterior marks of homage, which feem 
to have been hitherto appropriated only to the fovereigns of Ruffia.."_ While the heads 
of her two brothers were impreffed on one fide of the coins, her image, arrayed with, 


* Journ of St Pet. Mar. 1778, p. 168, 169. : 

+  Galitvin was the only man of quality in Ruffia who could erltertain, without forcing his company ta 
drink to excefs. Brandy, the liquor which owed at every other table, was feldom feen at his, who never 
drank any himfelf, but took much delight in rational and ingenious converfation.”” 

y Mottley’s Life of Peter. 

t Account of Livonia, p. 293. 
§ ‘1! prenoit quelquefois des accés d’humeur chagrine, ou il femblait frappé de Pidée noire qu’on vou- 

lait attenter @ fa perfonne, et ou fes amis les plus familiers craignaient fes emportemens. Crs acces 

ETAIENT UN RESTE FATAL BU POISON, QW IL RECUT DE SON AMBITIEUSE SOEUR SopHiE. Onencon- 

naiflait Vapproche & certains mouvemens convulfifs def bouche. Li imperatrice était avertie. Elle venait lui 
* parler; le fon de cette voix le caimait & Vinitant. ~ Elle le faifait affeoir, et s’emparait en le cajolant de fa 

téte, qu’elle grattait doucement. C’était comme un charme, qui ’afoupiffait en peu de minutes Pour ne 
pas troubler fon fommei/, elle foutenait fa téte fur fon fein, fans fe rémuér pendant deux ou trois heures. Alors 

il fe reveillait, entierement raffis et rémis, au lieu qu’avant qu’elle cit étudié cette maniére fi fimple de le 

foulager, ces accés etaient la terreur de ceux qui approchaient, a‘ant caufé, dit on, quelques malheurs, et 

étant fuivi de maux de téle affreux, qui duraient des journées enticres”’ Baflevitz in Bul. HM. ix. p. 294. 

Strange effects of poifon given in his infancy. "[hofe who have been ufed to fee perfons in epileptic fits, | 

will cafily difcover all the ¢ffe&ts of that diforder from the words in Italics. Bifhop Burnet fays, * he was, 

fubje& to convalfive motions all over his body, and his head feemed to be afleGted with thefe.’?: 


the: 
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the crown, {ceptre, and imperial robe, was ftamped upon the reverfe ; in the public aGs 

her name was added to the fignature of the two ‘I'zars*, and fhe appeared in procef. 

fions decorated with all the enfigns of royalty ¢ ; circumftances which gave umbrage to 

ea rival family, and afforded a fpecious pretence for inveighing again{ft her ambitious 
efigns. : 

eee as he advanced in years, and felt himfelf born for empire, beheld with diffatis. 
faction the power lodged in the hands of a rival party : encouraged by his mother and 
her adherents, he claimed a fhare in the adminiftration, and took his feat, for the firft 
time, in the privy council, on the 2sth of January, 1688, in the eighteenth year of his 
age. Sophia, though unwilling to refign any part of her authority, could not withhold 
her confent ; but as Peter’s {pirit was above controul, the availed herfelf of fome violent 
altercations which paiicd between them, to exclude him from his feat. From this pe- 
riod their diflenfions arofe to fo great an height, as to threaten an open rupture ; and the 
fall of the one feemed neceffary for the fecurity of the other t. 

Things remained in this ftate of jealoufy and variance until September, 1689 ; when 
the afpiring genius of Peter acquired the afcendancy, and fecured his undivided autho- 
rity by the fall and imprifonment of Sophia. By the advice of Boris Galitzin and the 
Narifkins, Peter refolved to arreft his filter, and feize the reins of government. It is 
aflerted by his adherents §, that Sophia and Prince Vaflili Galitzin, apprized of his in. 
tentions, determined to prevent their own ruin by his affaflination ; that they gained 
over the chief of the Strelitz and a corps of fix hundred men, and aétually commiffioned 
them to perpetrate that infamous-deed. Peter had retired to fleep at his palace of 
Preobafhenfki near Mofcow ; when two || of the confpirators, it is faid, {truck with hor- 
ror at their crime, quitted their companions, and haftened to the young Tzar with the 
information, that a body of Sirelitz were upon their march to affaflinate him. Peter 
refufed to credit their report, until it was confirmed by Boris Galitzin and one of his 
uncles, whom he difpatched to reconnoitre; and the confpirators were already fo near 
that he had fcarcely time to make his efcape. He inftantly proceeded to the convent 
of the Holy Trinity, where troops flocked from all quarters, and in three days he had an 
army of fixty thoufand men under his command. : 

Meanwhile Sophia, in a ftate of confternation, denied all intercourfe with the con- 
fpirators, exprefled the utmoft horror at their attempt, difpatched repeated meffages 
to her brother to juftify her condué, and even fet off in perfon to affert her innocence ; 
but was ordered to return to Mofcow, and deliver the ringleaders of the mutiny. Soon 
afterwards Peter himfelf repaired to the capital: the principal confpirators being tor- 
tured in his prefence, confeffed a defign againft his life, and {uffered the fevereft punifh- 


* She did not fign her name in the public decrees until 1687. Buf. Hilt. Mag. vol.i. p.g. 

t Thefe circumitances cannot imply a defign of ufurping the fovereign authority ; for the was only ac- 
cufed, even by her enemies, of fecretly confpiring againft Peter, and not of an open attempt to feize the 
crown, 

t Journ. of St. Pet. for 17978, p. 175, 176. § Gordon. , 

i] It is remarkable, that this fame ftory of two confpirators who were engaged to affaffinate Peter, 
but, repenting, difcavered the plot, is again related as happening in 1697. Schmidt. Ruff. Gef. vol. ii, 

Go. 

: q Voltaire, though convinced of Sophia’s intention to affaffinate Peter, and notwithftanding the intelli. 
gence he received from the court of Peterfourg, can only give us the following fcanty information; ‘ La 
Neuville refident alors a Mofcow, et temoin oculaire de ce gus fe paffa, pretend que Sophie et Galitzin engagerent 
le nouveau chef des Strélitz a leur facrifier leur jeune Czar: il parait au moins que fix-cent de ces Strelitz 
rlevaient s’emparer de fa perfonne. Les memoires {ecrettes que la cour de Ruffie m’a confiés, affurent que 
de parti etoit pris de tuer Pierre Premier; le coup allait étre porté, et la Ruflie etait privé 2 jamais de la 
nouvelle exiftence, qu’elle,’? Ke. c 

5 ment, 
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ment. Vaffili Galitzin * was banifhed into Siberia, and Sophia imprifoned for life in 
the Devitchéi nunnery; Peter alone affumed the reins of government, and found fuf- 
ficient {cope for his vaft and enterprizing genius; while the name of Ivan was ftill in- 
ferted, as a matter of formality, in the public aéts unti! his death, which happened in 
1696. 

Such are the principal circumftances of this extraordinary revolution ; but this is the 
account given by the victorious party, and the caufe of Sophia has never undergone a 
candid examination, It may be impoflible to exculpate her entirely from ambitious 
views: fhe might be unwilling to relinquifh a power which the had long enjoyed, and 
exercifed with great ability; the might efteem the right of Ivan to the throne as fupe- 
rior to that of Peter, and confider Peter’s acquifition to the fole fovereignty as the 
certain prelude to her own deftruction; but we have no pofitive evidence + that fhe 
confpired againft her brother’s life ; and perhaps the whole ftory of the intended aflaf- 
{ination was feigned by Boris Galitzin{ and her enemies. She wanted not opportu- 
nities of efcaping from Ruflia, and never would have imprudently demanded admittance 
into Peter’s prefence, to affert her innocence, had the proofs of her guilt been as ftrong 
as her adverfaries pretended. In a word, the confli& between Peter and Sophia was 
the confli&t of two rivals impatient of controul, and ftriving for pre-eminence ; the caufe 
of the fuccefsful party was deemed juft and equitable, and the vanquifhed faction loaded 
with every fpecies of enormity. 

The reftle(s fpirit of Sophia, brooding in the folitude of a convent, is faid to have ex- 
cited frefh troubles and infurreétions; and, during her life, no confpiracy was formed, 
again{t Peter, in which the was not fufpeCted of being concerned. She was more par- 
ticularly accufed of being privy to the rebellion in 1697; when eight thoufand Strelitz, 
feizing the opportunity of Peter’s abfence upon his travels, rofe in arms on the frontiers 
of Lithuania, and marched towards Mofcow. ‘The rebels were defeated by the addrefs 
and courage of General Patrick Gordon; many were put to the fword, and the re- 
mainder furrendered at difcretion. The Tzar received at Vienna the account of the mu- 
tiny and defeat of the Strelitz, and inftantly haftened to Mofcow to examine the deline 
quents in perfon. : 

Peter was anxious to difcover the caufes of the rebellion; to learn by whofe intrigues 
it was excited, and, above all, to convict Sophia, whom he charged with fomenting the 
public difcontents, and holding a correfpondence with the rebels. But as no perfons 
could give immediate and pertinent anfwers to his queftions, he entertained fufpicions 
of all his courtiers, and determined to inftitute a court of inquiry at his palace of Preo- 
brafhenfki, where the inftruments of torture were brought. The Tzar himfelf examined 
the accufed, urged them to confeffion, and ordered thofe who maintained filence to be 
racked in his prefence. The cruelty of the tortures employed on this occafion was in- 
expreffibly dreadful; human nature fhudders at the recital; but it is neceflary to mén- 
4ion them in juitification of Sophia. Some of the rebels were repeatedly whipped ; 


* This able minifter furvived his fall twenty-four years; he was releafed from prifon in 1711, and died 
at his own eftate in 1713. 

+ We have no certain proofs that any of the confpirators accufed Sophia of being privy to any defign upon, 
Peter's life; and, even if they did name her as an accomplice, their evidence, extorted by the rack, is by 
no means to be depended on. 

} It appears from the following paflage, that the difcovery of Sophia’s defigns came from that quarter: 
« Prince Boris Galitzin, a faithful fubje& of the T'zar Peter, coming timely to penetrate intu his kinf- 
man’s Prince Balil’s defigns, put the Tzar upon his guard, advifing him, without delay, to take the go- 
vernment into his hands.” Gordon, vol. i, p. 89. 
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others had their fhoulders diflocated by 2 cord and pulley, and in that painful pofture 

_reccived the knoot: many after undergoing the knoot, were roafted over a flow firc, 
the raw parts being expofed to the flame*. Phyficians were prefent to afcertain the 
degree of pain which the unhappy convicts were capable of fupporting, and to recover 
thofe who had fainted, that the pplication of freth tortures might recommence with the 
renewal of their flrength, This dreadful inquifition was continued, without intermiffion, 
throughout the whole of month of Oftober. Not only every fpecies of punifhment, 
the moft refined which human cruelty could devife, was inflicted in. order to extort an 
accufation of Sophia ; but promifes of pardon, and even of great promotion, were of- 
fered for the fame purpole to the wretched fufferers in the mid{t of the moft excruciating 
agonies{. 

At length a few of the Strelitz{, overcome by the feverity of the torments, or 
feduced by hopes of pardon and the pro:nife of promotion, confeffed an intention to 
fet fire to the fuburbs of Mofcow, to maffacre all foreigners, to bunith or affaflinate 
the principal nobility, to raife the Tzarovith Alexéy to the throne, and to appoint 
Sophia regent during his minority; others declared that the ringleaders had drawn 
up a petition, which they intended to prefent to that Princefs, praying her to accept 
the adminiftration of affairs. eae 

Although none of the rebels charged Sophia with being acceffary to their infurrec- 
tion, yet Peter was fo prejudiced againft her that he put to the torture one of her fe- 
male attendants ; and when no evidence of guilt could be procured by that horrid ex- 
pedient, even examined her in perfon. ‘The Princefs, whofe high fpirit was, fubdued 
by her misfortunes, and. worn out by a long confinement, could not refrain from 
weeping.at the fight of her obdurate brother; and even extorted tears from Peter 
himfelf, though without melting hiserefentment §. But neither this, nor every other 
effort employed to convi&t her, was attended with fuccefs; and the only proof of her 
fecret correfpondence with the rebels was derived from the confeflion of a boy be- 
longing to an officer of the Strelitz, who declared, that letters inclofed in loaves of 
bread had paffed between Sophia and his mafter ||. ‘he officer, however, peremp- 
torily denied the fact even upon the rack, and was led to execution, perfifting to the 
laft moment in this affeveration. The cafe feems to be, that the innovations of Peter 
created a confiderable number of malcontents ; that the introduction of the European 
difcipline, and his partiality to the foreign regiments, inflamed the difaflection of the 
Strelitz to fuch a degree as to account for their rebellion, without fuppofing any 
cabals on the part of Sophia; that fhe had long been the object of affection to all the 
enemies of Peter, and was naturally the perfon to whom they would confign the ad- 
miniftration had the revolt been attended with fuccefs. 

es 

* Tt'appears from Olearius, and other travellers into Ruffia, that thefe tortures were ordinarily ufed 
in that country for the purpofe of forcing confeilion 

+ This account is exiraéted from the Diary of Karb, (vol i. p. 149 ) fecretary of the Aultrian em- 
bafly to Ruffia in 1697, who was preient av Mofcow during thefe horrid proceedings. He received ins 
formation from feveral German officers in the fervice of Petcr, who were eye-witnefles. Korb’s authority 
is alfo to be depended on in this inflance, becaufe he fpeaks highly in favour of Peter, and condemns the 
ambition of Sophia. Gordon aifo, though fo partial to Peter, informs us, that the rebels were tortured and 
examined in his prefence. t “ Quorundam pertinacié denum victa. Kerb. 

§ * Ad moraflerium Neo virginum dileciit Tzarus, ut fororem fuam Sophiam, digo monalterio 
inclyfam, examinarct; publice enim nuperi tumultus vulgo rea habebatur: primus. utriufque introitus. 
uberrimas amborum lacrymas excivifle dicitur.’ Korb. 

i] Gordon, vol. i, p. 129, 130. 
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Peter was extremely exafperated againft Sophia, and once determined to put her to 
death; but having changed his refolution, compelled her to affume the veil. To 
itrike her with terror, and announce to the public that he thought her. privy to the 
rebellion, two hundred and thirty Strelitz were hanged withing fight of the nunnery 
in which fhe was confined, and three of the ringleaders fufpended upon a gibbet erefted 
clofe to the window of her apartment *; they held in their hands petitions fimilar to 
that which, according to the confeilion of the Strelitz, was to have been prefented to 
Sophia. : 

Eyort this period hiftory is filent in relation to Sophia: fhe was confined under a 
frit guard in the monaftery until her death, in July 1704. She was interred in the 
church of the convent ; the tomb is covered with a black cloth, and contains this in- 
feription: “ A.M. 7212 (or 1704 of the Chriftian zra) on the third of July, died 
Sophia Alexiefna, aged forty-fix years, nine months, and fix days ; her monafticname 
was Sulanna. She had been a nun five years, eighth months, and twelve days: the 
jas buried the fourth in this church, called the Image of Smolenfko, She was daugh- 
ter of Alex¢y Michaelovitch, and of Maria Ilinitchna.” ‘ 

Although Peter always fufpected the intrigues of his fifter, yet he never failed 
paying a juft tribute to her genius and abilities. “‘« What a pity,”? he was frequently 
heard to fay, “ that’ fhe perfecuted me in my minority, and that I cannot repofe any 
confidence in her! otherwife, when I am employed abroad, fhe might govern at 
home t.” 

One .ftriking feature in Sophia’s character, which I had no opportunity of mention. 
ing, while my inquiry was chiefly confined to her political condut, muft not be 
emitted. She deferves the veneration of pofterity for patronizing perfons of genius 
and learning, and encouraging, by her own example, the introdudtion of polite litera- 
ture into Raflia, then plunged in the deepeft ignorance. At a period when there was 
no national theatre, and when the loweft buffooneries, under the name of moralities, 
were the fole dramatic reprefentations even at court, this elegant Princefs tranflated the 
Medecin malgré lui of Moliere into her native tongue, and performed one of the cha- 
racters herfelf, She alfo compofed a tragedy, probably the firft, extant in the Ruflian 
language; and fhe compofed it at a time when the moft violent cabals were excited 
againit her miniftry, and when the moft weighty affairs feemed to engrofs her fole 
attention. 
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-* Gordon, p.g§,130. Korb, who faw them hanging, fays, Tam prope ad ipfas Sophiani cubiculi 
feneftras, ut Sophia eofdem manu facile poffet attingere.” On this occafion above two thoufand Strelitz 
falfered capital punifhment. Peter broke at the fame time the whole body of Strelitz, and abolifhed their 
pame. 

+ This anecdote, which I received from Volkonfki, is confirmed by a paffage in Perry’s State of 
Ruffia, © Ticmember that upon a certain occafion, when mention was made of her [i.e. Sophia], the 
Czar himfelf gave her this chara&ter, that fhe was a princefs endowed with all the accomplifhments of 
i and mind to perfetion, had it not heen for ber boundlefs ambition, and infatiable defire of govern 

Voli, p. 133. . 
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Caap. 1X.—Journey from Mofcow to Novogored. — Produttion of the neighbouring 
Country.—Quadrupeds.—Birds.— Fifh. —Defcription of the Sterlet.—Torfbok. - Vifh- 
nei-Volofook.—Valdai Hills and lake.--Bronitza.—Woaden Road.— Further Account 
of the Peafants.—Yamfhics, who furnifo Poft-harfes.—Sangs of the Peafants. 


WE quitted Mofcow on the r4th of September, traverfed a gently rifing country, 
partly open, and partly cverfpread with forefts, paffed the night at the village of 
Parfki, in a peafant’s cottage, as ufual, and changed horfes the next morning at Klin, 
fituated upon the Seftra, a broad rivulet. . This village had been lately burnt, and the 
peafants were engaged in rebuilding their huts: near it we obferved a faw-pit, which, 
in this country, was too rare an objeét not to attract our notice. Beyond Savidof we 
croffed a rivulet, and foon after reached the banks of the Volga, which we coafted to 
Gorodna. The next morning the fprings of our carriage being ready to ftart, and one 
of the wheels in a crazy ftate, we left it to the care of our fervants, and hired the carts 
of the country, called £iditkas, which we filled with hay. After a confiderable degree 
of jolting, we arrived at Tver, which is magnificently fituated upon the elevated banks 
of the Volga. 7 Oe 

Tver * owes its origin to Viodimir Georgivitch, Great-duke of Vlodimer, who in. 
1182 raifed a {mall fortrefs at the junction of the Tvertza and Volga, to proteé his 
territories againft the incurfions of the inhabitants of Novogorod. Afterwards, in 
1240, the Great-duke Yaroflaf II. built another citadel on the fpot now occupied by 
the prefent fortrefs, and laid the foundation of a new town, which increafing in popula. 
tion and wealth, became the metropolis of an independent fovereignty, called from the 
town the duchy of Tver. Yaroflaf ITI., fon of Yaroflaf If., and brother of Alexander _ 
Neviki, received this duchy as his inheritance, and tranfmitted the fucceffion to a long 
train of defcendants. The laft fovereign of this line was Michael Borifovitch, whofe 
fifter Maria efpoufed the Great-duke Ivan Vaffilievitch I]. Notwithftanding this alli- 
ance, an open rupture enfued, and in 1486, Ivan befieged Tver with a large army, 
and compelled Michael to abandon the town, and retire into Lithuania. On his re- 
treat, Ivan Vaflilievitch beftowed the town and duchy as a fief on his eldeft fon Ivan, 
and on his death in 1490, annexed them to his other dominions. 

‘I'ver is divided into the old and new town; the former, fituated on the oppofite fide 
of the Volga, confifts almoft entirely of wooden cottages; the latter was fcarcely fuperior; 
butin 1763, being deltroyed bya dreadful conflagration, has rifen with luftre from itsafhes. 
The Emprefs ordered a regular plan of a new town to.be fketched by an eminent ar- 
chiteét, and enjoined that all the houfes fhould be re-conftrnéted in conformity to this 
model. She raifed, at her own expence, the Governor’s houfe, the Bifhop’s palace, 
courts of juftice, the newexchange, prifon, and other public edifices; and offered to every 
perfon, who would build a brick houfe, a loan of 3ool. for twelve years without in- 
tereft, The money advanced on this occafion amounted to 60,ooo0l. 3; and one-third 
of this fam has been fince remitted. The ftreets, which are broad and long, iffue in 
a ftraight line from an oétagon, in the centre: the houles are of brick ftuccoed white, 
and form a magnificent appearance. Part only of the new town was finifhed: when 
completed, it will confift of two o€tagons, with feveral ftreets leading to them, and 


* See Hilt. Geog. Befchreibung der Stadt Twer, &c. Journ Pet, far November i780. 
6 inter. 


COXE’S TRAVELS IN RUSSIAs ‘ ‘ 645 


--interfeéting each other at right-angles; and would be no inconfiderable ornament 
to the moft opulent and civilized country *. 

There is an ecclcfiafical feminary at Tver, under the infpeétion of the Bifhop, 
which admits fix Hundred fludents. In 1776, the Emprefs founded a fchool for the in- 

' ftruGion of two hundred burgher’s children; and in-June 1779, an academy for the 
education of the young nobility of the province. ; 

Tver is a place of confiderable commerce ; and both the Volga and the Tvertza 
were covered with boats. owes its principal trade to the advantageous fituation, 
near the conflux of the pwo rivers, which convey all the goods and merchandize {ent 
by water from Siberiadnd the fouthern provinces towards Peterfburgh. 

The Volga,-the largeft river in Europe, rifes in the foreft of Volkonfki, at the dif- 
tance of eighty miles irom Tver, and begins to be navigable a few miles above the town. 
By means of the Tvertza, a communication is made between the Cafpian and the 

_ Baltic; as will be explained in a future chapter. The number of barges which paf- 
fed by the town in 1776 amounted to two thoufand five hundred and thirty-feven ; 
in 1777, to two thoufand fix hundred and forty-one, and the average number is 
generally computed at two thoufand five hundred and fifty. The boats are flat-bot- 
tomed, on account of the frequent fhoals, and are conftruéted with new planks. The 
rudders have a fingular appearance ; the handle being a tree of fifty feet long, with a 
pole fixed to a broad piece of timber floating on the furface. The pilot ftands upon - 
a kind of feaffold, at the diftance of thirty or forty feet from the ftern, and turns the 
rudder by means of the long handle. Thefe boats are only built for one voyage, and 
on their arrival at Peterfburgh are fold for fuel. 

I have already mentioned the prodigious wafte of wood arifing from the cuftom of 
forming planks with the axe. ‘To prevent this praétice, which was no lefs ufual 
among the fhipwrights than among the peafants, orders were iflued by government, 
that each veflel pafling the ‘Iver, in which was one plank fafhioned with the hatchet, 
fhould pay a fine of 61. In confequence of this decree the officer, who levied the 
fine, collected the firft year 6oool., the fecond 15col., the third rool., and the fourth 
nothing. By this judicious regulation the ufe of the faw has been introduced among 
the Ruffian fhipwrights, and will probably in time recommend itfelf to the carpenters 
and peafants. ue 

The rifing fpirit of commerce has added greatly to the wealth and population of the 
town, It contains at prefent ten thoufand fouls, and the number of inhabitants in the 
government of ‘I'ver has increafed in a furprifing degree: a circumftance which fhews 
the advantages arifing from the new code of laws. ‘Tver was the firft province in which 
that code was introduced, and has already experienced the beneficial effeéts of thefe 
excellent regulations, 

Tver being a large town, we concluded that we fhould find no difficulty in obtaining 
the neceflary repairs for the carriage, fo as to enable it to convey us, during two or 
three days, without requiring further afliltance. rufting, therefore, to the workman- 
thip of a Ruflian fmith, we fet off at fix in the evening with the expe€tation of reaching 
in four hours the next poft, where we purpofed to pafs the night ; but we had {carceiy 
proceeded ten miles, before we perceived that the wheel, inftead of being ftrengthened, 
was weakened by the {mith’s unfkilfulnefs. - In this fituation we ftopped at a fmall vil- 
lage, where it was not poffible to procure any affiftance, nor even a candle to fmear the 

* According to Heym, the circumference of Tver is fourteen vers, and it contains two thoufand one 


hundred and fixty three houfes, moftly wooden, twenty-fix churches, and a monaftery. The population # 
eight thoufaxd and fourteen males, and {even thoufand and eighty- one females. al 
whe 
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wheel, which required a conftant fupply of greafe to prevent it from taking fire; and.as 
the next place in our route, likely to afford a new wheel, was above fixty miles, we 
pradently returned to ‘Tver. I confoled myfelf for this delay; as it gave us an oppor- 
tunity to pay more atiention to the town and environs, than our tranfrent ftay had per+ 
initted. We took up cur abode at the fame houfe we had jult quitted, an inn kept by 
a German, and one of the new magnificent brick edifices lately erected, but almoft with- 
out furniture or beds. . Pie 

On the following day we made an agrecable excurfion into the adjacent country: 
after crofling the Volva over a bridge of boats, and the Tvertza over a raft, we rode 
between the banks of thole two beautiful rivers. We then left the Volga to purfue its 
courfe towards the Cafpian Sea, watering, as it paffes, the mott fertile-provinces in Ruf- 
fia, and bathing the walls of Cafan and Aftracan, and made a circuit in the énvirons of 
‘Tver: we frequently ftopped to admire feveral delightful views of the new™town, 
proudly feated upon the fteep bank of the Volga, the country gently floping towards the __ 
river, : iy 

‘Tver lies in the midft of a large plain, interfperfed with gentle acclivitics. The 
country produces in great abundance wheat, rye, barley, oats, buck-wheat, hemp and 
flax, and all forts of vegetables. ‘The forefts yield oak, birch, alder, poplar, mountain- 
ath, pines, firs, and junipers. The quadrupeds, which rove in the neighbouring coun- 
try, are elks, bears, wolves, and foxes; wild goats and hares; alfo badgers, martens, 
weafels, ermines, ferrets, {quirrels, and marmottes. he principal birds are eagles and 
falcons, cranes, herons, fwans, wild-geefe and dicks, partridges, quails, woodcocks and 
tnipes, black game ; alfo crows and ravens, magpies and blackbirds, fparrows and ftar- _ 
lings; together with nightingales, linnets,larks, and yellow-hammers. The fifh caught 
in the Volga are falmon, fterlet, tench, pike, perch, groundlings, gudgeons, and fome- 

. times, but rarely, fturgeon and beluga. 

‘The fterlet, acipenfer ruthenus of Linneus, is probably peculiar to the northern parts 
of the globe, and is a fpecies of fturgeon highly efteemed for flavour, and for its roe, 
from which the fineft caviare is made. It is diftinguifhed from the other fturgeons by 
its colour and inferior fize, being feldom more than three feet in length *. The top of 
the head and back are of a yellowith grey, the fides of the body whitith, the belly white, 
mixed with rofe-colour, efpecially towards the mouth and vent, the eyes are of a fky- 
blue, encircled with white. ‘The fnout is long and pointed, comprefled and fluted. The 
mouth is tranfverfe, with thick prominent lips, which it has the power of drawing in- 
wards, with a beard, confilting of four fmall and foft cirrhi, or wattles. It has five 
rows of pointed bony imbricated feales, one upon the back, two along the fides, and 
two under the belly; the row upon the back begins from the neck, and reaches to the 
dorial fin; the number t, by which Linnaus afcertains the fpecies, and fixes at fifteen, 
varies from fourteen to feventeen, ‘The two fide rows begin from the upper angle of 
the gill-covers, and reach to the middle of the tail ; théir form is flat in the middle, 
with dentated margins turning towards the tail; their number varies from fixty to fee 
vyenty. ‘The two rows, which lie under the belly, reach from the pectoral towards the 
ventral fins; they are four-fided, much fmaller than thofe upon the back, and thicker 
than thole on the fides. Befides thefe five rows, there are allo fome adipofe bony fcales 
between the tail and the vent; their number invariably five. ‘The reft of the fkin is 


* Lepekin’s Reife, vol. ii. p. 154. and Pallas’s Reife, part ii, p. 446. : 
+ Acipenfer Ruthenus cirris 4. {quamis dorfalibus 15. Muf. Fred. I. p. 54. and Taun. Sue. 272.—In 
Whe Syit. Nat. p. 403, he defines it, Acipenfer ordinibus 5. (quamarum offearum, intermedio officulis 15. 


without 


COXE’S TRAVELS IN RUSSIA, 647 


without {cales, but extremely rough to the touch. It has, like molt other fith, two pec- 
toral fins, two ventral, one anal, one dorfal, and the tail is forked *. Many authors 
have erred in fuppofing this fifh to be peculiar to the Volga and the Cafpian Sea, for 
they frequent many other rivers, lakes, and feas, of the Ruffian empire. According to 
Muller, they are caught in the Dnieper, and feveral rivers falling into the Frozen Ocean, 
particularly the Lena f. Lange afferts, that they are found in the Yenifei; Pallas de- 
{cribes them as inhabiting the Irtifh, Oby, and Yaik ; Georgi mentions them among 
the fith of the lake Baikal, and fometimesin the Angara. We learn from Linnzeus, that 
by order of Frederic I. King of Sweden, fome live fterlets, procured from. Ruffia, were 
thrown into the lake Maler; where they propagated}. ‘They have been fometimes 
caught in the Gulf of Finland, and even in the Baltic; yet are not fuppofed natives of 
thofe feas, but ftray fifh, which efcaped from fome veffels dafhed to pieces in pafling the 
talls of the river Mafta §. . 

Sept. 19. Having obtained the valuable acquifition of a new wheel, we proceeded cn 
our journey in the afternoon, and reached before the clofe of the evening, Torthok, 
which is fituated upon the banks of the ‘T'vertza. It is a large itraggling place, con- 
fitting chiefly of wooden buildings, intermixed with a few public ftructures, and brick - 
houfes, lately ereéted at the expence of the Empreis. : 

Although Torfhok was-only forty miles diftant from Tver, we efteemed it a fortunate 
circumftance, that, during that fpace, no accident happened to our carriage. But we 
were not fo fuccefsful on the enfuing day; for the axle-tree breaking about fix miles 
from Vidropulk, we walked to the village, and having procured a temporary axle-tree 
to fupport our infirm vehicle, again proceeded in 4ibitkas as far as Vilhnei-Volofhok ; a 
place remarkable for the canal, which, by uniting the ‘I'vertza and the Malta, conneéts 
the inland navigation between the Cafpian and the Baltic. ; : 

Vifhnei-Volofhok, one of the imperial villages enfranchifed by the Emprefs, and en+ 
dowed with confiderable privileges, has already reaped many benefits from its new im- 
munities. The inhabitants, raifed from the fituation of flaves to that of freemen, have 
fhaken off their former indolence, and caught.a new fpirit of emulation aud induftry : 
they have turned their attention to trade, and are awakened to a fenfe of the commer- 
cial advantages poffefled by the place of theirabode. ‘Vhe town is divided into regular 
ftreets, and is already provided with a large range of fhops and warehoufes, which line 
each fide of the canal. All the buildings are of wood, excepting the court of juttice 
ereCted at the charge of the Emprefs, and four brick houfes belonging to a rich bur. 
gher. During our ftay at Vifhnei-Volofhok, we did not fail to examine, with great at- 
tention, every part of the celebrated canal, of which an account will be given in a future 
chapter ||. 

Having procured a new axle-tree, we quitted, on the 21{t, Vifhnei Volofhok, crofled 
the river Shlina, and continued along a timber road, carried over extenfive moraffes, 


* The reader will find an engraving of the ferlet in the Mufeum Fred. I. of Linncens, in le Bruyn’s Tra- 
vels, vol. i. p. 8g; and in Lepekin’s Reife, ‘Table 9. ‘ 
+ S.R.R.G. ix. p. 4. Haygold’s Ruisland, vol. ii, p. 416. Pallas’s Reife, part i. p. 284. parti. ps 
446. Georgi Reife, vol. i. p. £77. S 
t+ Faun, Sue. No, 272. 
§ Bruce relates in his Memoirs, that fome veffels « going for Peterfburgh with live fith, called Sterlit, 
. in palling the falls of Ladoga, were beat to pieces, by which accident the fifh regained their liberty, and. 
fome of them were afterwards taken at Crenitadt, and one catched at Stockholm, which were confidered as 
great coriofities, as none of them had ever been feen in thofe feas before.” P. 412. 
It On the inland Navigation of Raffia, book vi. c. 7. 
13. and 
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and abounding with innumerable {mall bridges, without railing, and moftly in a fhattered 
ftate. I obferved feveral villages, as well as ficlds and gardens, furrounded with wooden 
pallifadoes, about twelve feet in height, which prefented 4 picturefque appearance. ‘Vhe 
cuftom of encircling villages in this country with ftakes is very ancient; for among the 
earlieft laws of Ruffia, one enjoins * the peafants, under pain of the knoot, to furround 
the towns and villages with pallifadoes. Thefe enclofures were intended as a defence 
againft the defultory incurfions of the ‘Tartar hordes before the invention of gunpow- 
der ; and the practice has been preferved among a people tenacious of old ufages. 

The coyntry was for fome way almoft a continued bog, covered with foreft, and the 
villages were built on eminences of fand rifing out of the morafs, We paffed the night 
at Kholiloff, a fmall village, which had been lately confumed by fire. Thefe repeated 
conflagrations will by no means appear a matter of wonder, when it is confidered that 
the cottages are built with wood, and that the greater part of the peafants, like thofe in 
Poland, ufe, inftead of candles, long flips of lighted deal, which they carry about the 
houfe, and even into hay-lofts, without the leaft precaution, The next morning, the 
bad roads. having fhattered our new wheel, which was aukwardly put together, and ale 
ready difcovered fymptoms of premature decay, we ftopped to repair: but the repairs 
were as treacherous as the original fabric; for, before the end of the ftage, it, again 
broke, and we were delayed fome hours at Yedrovo before we could venture to conti- 
nue our journey. We now thought ourfelves bleffed with the affiftance of a very maf- 
terly mechanic, as his workmanfhip lafted to Zimagor, a fmall village, prettily fituated 
upon the borders of the lake Valdai. ‘The furrounding country is the moft agreeable 
and diverfified which we traverfed fince our departure from Mofcow. It rifes into gen- 
tle eminences, and abounds with beautiful lakes, prettily {prinkled with woody iflands, 
and fkirted with foreft, corn-fields, and paftures. The largeft of thefe lakes is called 
Valdai, and feems about twenty miles in circumference ; in the middle is an ifland con- 
taining a convent, which rifes with its numerous fpires aniong clufters of furrounding 
trees{. Waldai, which gives its name to the lake, and to the range of hills, contains 
feveral new brick buildings, and even the wooden houfes are more decorated than the 
generality of Ruflian cottages; it lies upon an agreeable flope, and commands a plea- 
fant view of the lake. ‘The Valdai hills, though of no confiderable elevation, are the 
higheft in this part of the country ; and feparate the waters which flow towards the Caf. 
pian from thofe which take their courfe to the Baltic. From their termination, the 
country was no longer diverfified with hill and dale, and enlivened with lakes; but pre- 
fented an uniform flat, with a vaft extent of morafé. Py 

On the 24th, in the afternoon, we arrived at Bronitza, a village upon the Mafta, within 
20 miles of Novogorod. We took up our abode in the houfe of a Ruffian prieft, which in 
no wife differed from the other buildings. It was however clean and comfortable ; 
having a chimney, and being provided with plenty of wooden and earthen utenfils. ‘The 
Prieft, not being attired in his clerical habit, was dreffed like the peafants, and only dif- 
tinguifhed by his long and flowing hair. He, his wife, and the reft of the family, were 
bufily employed in extraéting the roe from large quantities of fifh, which are caught in 
the Matta, and with which an excellent caviare is prepared. Having obtained from our 
landlady the choiceft of thefe fith, and procured in the village a brace of ptarmigans, a 


* Haygold, vol. i. p. 357. - 
+ In this convent the unfortunate Ivan, who was depofed by Elizabeth, foffered a temporary confine- 
ment. See book v, chap. il. 
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bird of the partridge {pecies, we fauntered out while fupper was preparing, towards a 
neighbouring hill, which attracted our attention. 

“wo miles, from the vills a the middle ofa vaft plain, rifes, ina circular form, an 
infulated hill of fand and cl the lower parts are thickly {trewed with detached pieces 
of red and grey granite ar to many others which appear about the adjacent country, 
I meafured ene of thefe mafles, and found it twelve feet broad, eight thick, and five 
above the furface of the ground *. 7 

On the fummit ftands a brick white wafhed .church, which is a pleafing objet from 
the adjacent groundst. From the top. we had a fingular and extenfive profped. Be- 
neath, the ccuntry is fomewhat open, and divided into large enclofures of pafture and 
corn; towards the fouth rife the Valdai hills, fkirting an-immenfe plain, which flretches 
towards the north, ealt, and welt, as far as the eye can reach ; a vaft expanfe without a 
fingle hillock to obftruét the view; it feemed. an endlefs foreft, dotted with a few fo- 
Iitary wooden villages, which appeared fo many points in a boundlefs defert. Beyond, 
at agreat diftance, we obferved the fpires of Novogorod, and the lake Ilmen {carcely 
difcernible through the thick gloom of the trees. ; 

The forwardnefs of the harveft in this northern climate has been already mentioned : 
it had been fome time taken in, and the new corn was fpringing up in many places. 
‘fhe corn remains, during winter, buried under fnow; at the melting of which, in fpring, 
it fhoots up fpeedily in thefe.countries,. where vegetation is rapid, on the returning 
warmth of the feafon, But as the fhortnefs of the fummer does not always allow the 
grain time to ripen, the peafants ufe the following method of drying it. ‘They raife a 
wooden ‘building, without windows, fimilar to the thell of the cotiages; under this 
ftrudture is a large cavity, in which a fire being made, the corn is laid upon the floor 
and dried; itis then hung upon frames in the open air, and afterwards threfhed, 

"In this part of our journey, we pafled numberlefs herds of oxen, moving towards Pe. 
terfburgh ;_ moft of them were driven from the Ukraine, the neareft part of which 
country is diftant eight hundred miles from the metropolis, During this long progrefs 
the drivers feldom enter any houfe ; they feed their cattle upon the flips of pafture on 
each fide of the road, and have no other fhelter in bad weather than the foliage of the 
trees, In.the evening the ftill filence of the country was interrupted by the occafional 
lowing of the oxen, and-carols of the drivers; while the folitary gloom of the foreft 
was enlivened with the glare of numerous fires, furrounded Ay different groups of 
herdfmen in various attitudes; fome were fitting round the flame, fome employed. in 
drefling their provifions, and others fleeping upon the bare ground, They refembled, 
in dreis and manners, a rambling horde of ‘Lartars. 

‘The route from Mofcow to Peterfburgh is continued during a {pace of five hundred 
miles, almoft in a ftraight line cut through the foreft, and is extremely tedious: on 
each fide the trees are cleared to the breadth of forty or fifty paces, and the whole way 
runs chiefly through endlefs tra¢ts of wood, only broken by villages, round which, to a 
fimall diftance, the grounds are open and cultivated. : 

The road is of an equal breadth, and formed by trunks { of trees laid tranfverfelv, 
and bound down in the center, and at each extremity, by long poles, or beams, faftened 

Into 

















* See fome curious conjectures upon thefe granite ftones of Bronitza, in Pallas’s Travels ; and alfo in 
Hiftoire des Decouvertes dans piufieurs Contrées de la Ruffia, &c. vol. i. p. 42, &c. : 

tt This eminence was remarkable; in the times of idolatry, for an oracular temple, built in the place now 
occupied by the church. : 

Mr.Hanway makesa curious calculation of the number of trees employed to make a road of one huns 

dred and fifty verfls, ‘¢ Allowing one tree with another to be.nine inches diameter, and the length 

VOL. Vi. 40 : twenty~ 
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into the ground with wooden pegs; thefe trunks are covered with layers of boughs 
and the whole is ftrewed over with fand or earth. When the road is new it is re- 
markably good ; ‘but as the trunks decay or fink into the ground, and as the fand or 
earth is worn away or wafhed off by the rain, it is broken into innumerable holes ; 
and the jolting of the ‘carriage over the bare timber can better be conceived than de- 
fcribed. In many places the road is a perpetual fucceffion of ridges, and the motion of 
the carriage a continual concuffion, much greater than I ever experienced over the 
rougheft pavement. : . : 

The villages which. occafionally linethis route are extremelly fimilar, confifting ufually 
of a fingle ftreet, with wooden cottages ; a few only being diftinguifhed by brick 
houfes. The cottages in thefe parts are fuperior to thofe between Tolitzan and 
Mofcow: they feemed, indeed, well fuited to a rigorous climate; and although con. 
ftruéted in the rudeft manner, aré comfortable habitations. The fite of each building 
is an oblong fquare, inclofed by a high wooden wall, with a penthoufe roof, and ap- 
pears on the outfide like a large barn. In one angle of this inclofure ftands the 
houfe, fronting the ftreet of the village, with the ftair-cafe on the outfide, and the door 
opening underneath the penthoufe roof: it contains one, or at mot two roomis. ; 

I have frequently obferved, that beds are by no means ufual in this-country;” in-— 
fomuch that, in all the cottages I entered in Ruffia, I only obferved two, each of 
which contained two women at different ends with their clothes on. The family flept 
generally upon the benches, on the ground, or over the ftove*; occafionally men, 
women, and children, promifcuoufly, without difcrimination of. fex or condition, and 
' frequently almoft in a {tate of nature. _ In fome. cottages I obferved a kind of thelf, 
about fix or feven’feet front the ground, carried from one end of the room to the 
other ; to which were faftened feveral tranfverfe planks, and upon thefe fome of the 
family flept with their heads and feet occafionally hanging down, and appearing to us, 
who were not accuftomed to fuch places of repofe, as if on the point of falling to the 
ground. The number of perfons thus crowded into a {mall fpace, fometimes amount- 
ing to twenty, added to the heat of the ftove, rendered the room intolerably warm, 
and produced afuffocating fmell, which nothing but ufe enabled us to fupport. This 
inconvenience was ftill more difagreeable in the cottages not provided with chimnies, 
~ where the {moke loaded the atmolphere with additional impugtties. If we opened the 
lattices to admit frefh air, fuch an influx of cold wind rufhed into the room, that we 
preferred the heat and effluvia to the keennefs of the northern blafts. . 

In the midft of every room hangs from the cieling a veffel of holy water, and a 
lamp, lighted on particular occafions. Every houfe is provided with a pidture of a 
faint coarfely daubed on wood, which frequently refembles more a Calmuc idol than 
a human head: to this the people pay the higheft marks of veneration. All the 
members of the family, the moment they rofe in the morning, and before they retired 
to fleep in the evening, never omitted their adoration to the faint: they crofled them- 
felves during feveral minutes upon the fides and forehead, bowed very low, and fome- 
times even proftrated themfelves on the ground. Every peasant alfo, on entering the 





twenty three feet, and fuppofing the foundation and fides to be only half fo many more as the bridge is 

compofed of, and the rodd to be forty-fix feet wide, here isan expence of two million one hundred thonfand 

trees.” Hanway’s Travels, vol. i. p.g2. If we extend this calculation over the whole Ruffian empire, 

reaching four thoufand miles in length, and take in the different crofs roads, the expence of wood muft 
tbe amazing, but the forcfis are alfo boundlefs and inexhauftible 

* The tore is a kind of brick oven; it occupies almoft a quarter of the room, and is flat at top. 

a room. 


cokn’s TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 651 


room, paid his obeifance to this obje€of worthip, before he addreffed himfelf to the 
family. 

The peafants, in their common intercourfe, are remarkably polite to each other: 
they take off their cap at meeting, bow ceremonioufly and frequently, and ufually 
exchange a falute.. ‘They accompany their ordinary difcourfe with much aétion 
and innumerable geftures, and are exceedingly fervile in their expreffions of de-.. 
ference to their fuperiors: in accofting a perfon cf confequence, they proftrate theme 
felves, and even touch ‘he’ grounds with their heads. We were often fruck at. re- 
_ceiving this kind of eaftern homage, not only from beggars, but frequently from 
children, and occafionally from fome of the peafants themfelves. ; 

In the appearance of the common people, nothing furprifed us more than the enor- 
mous thicknefs of their legs, which we at firft conceived to be their real dimenfions ; but 
the bulk, which created our aftonifhment, proceeded from the coverings with which 
they {waddle their legs, in fummer as well as winter. Befide one or two pair of thick 
, worfted flockings, they envelope their legs with wrappers of. coarfe flannel or cloth, 
feveral feet in length, and over thefe frequently draw a pair of boots, fo large. as to 
receive their bulky contents with the utmoft facility. 

The peafants are well clothed, comfortably lodged, and feem to enjoy plenty of 
wholefome food. The rye-bread, whofe blacknefs at firft difgults the eye, and whofe 
‘fournefs the tafte, of a delicate traveller, agrees well with the appetite; but as I became 
reconciled to it from ufe, I found it no unpleafant morfel: this bread is rendered more 
palatable by ftuffing it with onions and groats, carrots, or green corn, and feafoning it 
with oil, The other articles of their food I have enumerated on a former occafion, 
in addition to which I hall only obferve, that mufhrooms are fo exceedingly common 
in thefe regions as to form a very effential part of their provifion. I feldom entered a 
cottage without feeing great abundance 3‘and in pafling through the markets, was 
often aftonifhed at the prodigious quantity expofed for fale: the variety was no 
lefs remarkable than the number ; they were of many colours, amongft which I 
particularly noticed white, black, brown, yellow, green, and pink. The common 
drink of the peafants is quafs, a fermented liquor, fomewhat like {weet-wort, made 
by pouring warm water on rye or barley-meal, and deemed an excellent antifcorbutic. 
‘They are extremely fond of whifky, a {pirituous liquor diftilled from malt, which the 
pooreft can occafionally command, and which they often ufe to great excefs. 7 

‘Che backwardnefs of the Ruffian peafants in the mechanical arts, when compared 
with thofe of the other European nations, is vifible to a fuperficial obferver. As we 
approached Peterfourgh, and nearer the civilized parts of Europe, the villagers were 
better furnifhed with the conveniences of life, and further advanced in the knowledge 
of the neceflary arts, than thofe who fell under our notice between Tolitzin and Mol 
cow. ‘Lhe planks were Jefs frequently hewn with the axe, and faw-pits, which we 
had long confidered as objects of curiofity, often.occurred : the cottazes were more 
Ipacious and convenient, provided with larger windows, and generally had chimnies ; 
they were alfo more amply ftored with houfehold furniture, and with wooden, and 
fometimes even earthen utenfils. Still, however, their progrefs towards civilization 
is very inconfderable, and many inftances of the groifeft barbarifm fell under our ob- 
fervation, : , 

‘The inhabitants of different villages on the roads, who furnifh poft-horfes, are called 
gamfbics, and enjoy fome peculiar privileges. They are obliged to fupply all couriers 


and travellers at a moderate price, in the deareit parts at 13d, and in many other 
* 402 parts 
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parts at id. per verft * for each horfe; and, in compenfation, are exempted from 


the poll-tax, and fupplying recruits: notwithflanding thefe inimunities, the price 
they receive for their horfes is fo inconfiderable that they frequently produce them 
with the greateft reluGtance. ‘The inflant a traveller demands a fupply of freth horfes, 
the yamfhics affemble in crowds, and frequently wrangle to fuch a degree, as to afford 
amufement to a perfon who is not impatient to depart. ‘Their fquabbles on this oc. 
cafion have ftruck all travellers who have.given any account of this country, Chan- 
celer, the firft Englifhman who landed at Archangel, and went from thence to Mofcow, 
could not fail to obferve this circumftance, which -equally prevailed at that period as 
at prefont t. “ Expreffe commandement was given, that poit-horles fhould bee gotten 
for him and the reft of his company, without any money. Which thing was, of all 
the Ruffles in the reft of their journey, fo willingly done, that they began to quarrel, 
yea, and to fight alfo, in flriviag and contending which of them fhould put their poft- 
horfes to the fledde.”” 7 . 

In this defeription, however, Chanceler has madea ludicrous miflake: for the objec 
of their fquabbles was not to obtain, but to decline, the honour of furnifhing him with 
horfes. ‘The fame fcene is often renewed at prefent, and the poft-mafter not unufually 
fettles the intricate conteft by compelling the yamfhics to draw lots. Indeed, as I have 
before remarked, it is abfolutely neceflary for a foreigner, who wifhes to travel with 
expedition, not only to provide himfelf with a paffport, but alfo to procure a Ruilian 
foldier, who, inftead of attending to the arguments of the peafants, or waiting for the 
flow mediation of the poft-mafter, fummarily decides the bufinefs by the powerful in- 
terpofition of his cudgel. The boors, quickly j/ilénced by this dumb mode of argumen- 
tation }, find no difficulty in adjufting their pretenfions, and the horfes almoft initantly 
make their appearance. : 

In our route through Ruflia I was furprized at the propenfity of the natives to 
finging. Even the peafants who acted in the capacity of coachmen and poftillions, 
were no fooner mounted than they began to warble an air, and continued it, without 
the Icaft intermiffion, for feveral hours. But what ftill more aftonifhed me was, 
that they performed occaficnally in parts. I frequently obferved them engaged in a 
kind of mufical dialogue, making reciprocal queltions and refponfes, as if chanting 
(if I may fo exprefs myfelf) their ordinary converfation. The poftilions fing from the 
beginning to the end of a flage; the foldiers fg duving their march; the countrymen 
Jing amid their moft laborious occupations ; the public-ioufes re-echo with their carols; 
and in a ftill evening I have frequently heard the air vibrate with the notes of the fur- 
rounding villages. . 

‘An Ingenious author §, long refident in Ruffia, who turned his attention to the 
fudy of the national mufic, gives the following information upon this fubject. ‘The 
general. mufic that prevails among the common people in Rufha, from the Duna to 
the Amoor and the Frozen Ocean, confifts in one fpecies of fimple melody, which 
admits of infinite variation, according tothe ability of the finger, or the cuftom of the 
feveral provinces in this extenfive empire. The words of the fongs are moiily in 
profe, and often extempore, according to the immediate invention or recolieGiion of 

* Three quarters ofa mile. "The price however has been fince increavd. . 

+ Hackiuyt’s Voyages, vel. i. p. 247- i Argumentum bacali 

§ Stachlin. See his Nacrichten von der Mufik in Rutland, in Haygold’s Be 
653 where {pecimens of this air are givens 
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the fager; perhaps an antient legend, the hiftory of an enormous giant, a defcription 
of a beautiful girl, a dialogue between a lover and his miftrefs, or the accouat of a mur- 
der. Sometimes they are merely letters and fyllables taken from an old aécidence, 
metrically arranged, and adapted to this general air. ‘Thele words are chiefly ufed by 
mothers. in finging to their children; while the boors perform their national dance to 
the fame tune, accompanied with inftrumental mufic. ‘The fub.e& of the fong alfo fre- 
quently alludes to the adventures of the finger, or to his prefent fituation; aud. the 
peafants adapt the topics of their common difcourfe and their diiputes with each other, to 
this gencral air; which, altogether, forms an extraordinary effect, and led me to con- 
jecture, that they chanted their ordinary converfation, — 





Cuap. X.— Novogorod. — Antiquity, Power, Grandeur, Independence, Decline, Subjection, 
_ and Downfall.—Prefent State.—Cathedral of St. Sophia.— Early Introduétion of Paint- 
ing into Ruffia.— Price of Provifisns. — Incidents of the Journey to Peterfourgh. 


At Bronitza we croffed the Mafta upona raft compofed of feven or eight trees rudely 
joined together, which fearcely afforded room for the carriage and two horfes. We 
then continued our route, through a level country, to the banks of the Volkovetz,' or 
little Volkof, which we pailed in a ferry ; and, after mounting’a gentle rife, defcended. 
into the open marfhy plain of pafture, which reaches, without interruption, to the walls. 
of Novogorod. That town, at a fmall diftance, exhibited a moft magnificent appear- 
ance, and, from the great number of churches and convents, which on every fide pre- 
fented theimfelves to view, announced our approach to a confiderable city; but our 
expectations were by no means realized. oem 

No place ever filled me with more melancholy ideas of fallen grandeur, than Novo- 
gorcd.. It is-one of the moit ancient cities in Ruflia; and was formerly called Great 
Novogorod, to diftinguith it from other Ruffian towns of a fimilar appellation *.  Ac- 
cording to Neftor, the earlieft of the Ruffian hiitorians, it was built at the fame time’ 
with Kiof, in the middle of the fifth century, by a Sclavonian horde, who iffued from 
the banks of the Volga. Its antiquity is proved by a paflage in the Gothic hiftorian, 
Jornances, in which it is called Civitas Nova, or New Town}. We have little infight 
into its hiftory before the ninth century, when Ruric, the firtt Great-duke of Ruilia, 
made it the metropolis of his vaft dominions. ‘The ycar fubfequent to his death, in 879, 
the feat of government was removed, under his fon Igor then an infant, to Kiof; aiid 
Novogorod continued above a century under the jurifdiction of governors nominated 
by the Great Dukes, At length, in 970, Svatoflaf, the fon of Igor, created his third 
fon Viodimir Duke of Novogorod : Vlodimir, fucceeding his father in the throne of 
Rulfia, ceded the town to his fon Yaroflaf; who, in 1026, granted to the inhabitants 
confiderable privileges, that laid the foundation of their liberty. From this period No- 
vogorod was for a long time governed by its own Dukes: thefe Sovereions were at firft 
fubordinate to the Great Dukes, who refided at Kiof and Volodimir; but afterwards, 
as the town increafef in population and wealth, gradually vfurped an abfolute inde- 
pendency |. 


™ Nilbnei Navogorod, and Novogorod Severikoi. 3 

4 Sclavini a Civitate Nova et Sclavino Rumunenfi, et lacu qui appellatur Mufianus, &c, The lake is 
the Tmen, and the Civitas Nova, Novogorod. S$. R. G, Vol. v. p 383- 

¢ S.R.G. Vol. v. p. 397. 
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But while they thus fhook off the yoke of a diftant lord, they were unable to main- 
tain their authority-over their own fubjeéts. Although the fucceffion continued in the 
fame family ; yet, as the Dukes were elected by the inhabitants, they gradually bar- 
tered, as the price of their nomination, all their moft valuable prerogatives. They were 
alfo fo frequently depofed, that, for near two centuries, the lilt of the Dukes refembles 
more a calendar of annual magiftrates, than a regular line of hereditary Princes; and, 
in effect, Novogorod was a republic under the jurifdiction of a nominal Sovereign. ‘The 
privileges enjoyed by the inhabitants, however unfavourable to the power of the Dukes, 
proved extremely beneficial to the real interefts of the town: it became the great mart 
of trade between Ruflia and the Hanfeatic cities, and made rapid advances in opulence 
‘and population. At this period its dominions were fo extenfive *, its power fo great, 
and its fituation fo impregnable, as to give rife to a proverb, “ Who can refit the Gods 
and Great Novogorod t ?”” 

It continued in this flourifhing ftate until the middle of the fifteenth century, when 
the Great Dukes of Ruffia, who ftill retained the title of Dukes of Novogorod, having 
transferred their refidence from Kiof to Volodimir, and afterwards to Mofcow, laid claim 
to its feudal fovereignty; a demand which:the inhabitants fometimes evaded by compo- 
fition, fometimes by refiftance, but were fometimes compelled to acknowledge. At 
length, in 1471, Ivan Vaffilievitch I. having fecured his dominions againft the inroads of 
the Tartars, and extended his empire by the conqueft of the neighbouring principalities, 
afferted his right to the fovereignty of Novogorod, and enforced his pretenfions by a 
formidable. army. He vanquithed the troops of the republic, and having. forced the 
citizens to acknowledge his claims, appointed a governor, who was permitted to refide 
in the town, and exercife the authority formerly vefted in their own Dukes {. This 
power, however, being exceedingly limited, left them in the entire poffeffion. of their 

" moft valuable immunities: they retained their own laws, chofe their own magiftratesy 
and the governor never interfered in public affairs, except by appeal. 

Ivan, by ne means contented with this limited fpecies of government, watched a fa- 
vourable opportunity of extending his authority, and, in 1477, laid fiege to the town. 
His defigns being abetted by internal feuds, the inhabitants were conftrained to fubfcribe 
to the conditions impofed by the haughty conqueror. ‘The gates were thrown open ; 
the Great Duke entered the place in the character of Sovereign, and the people, ten- 
dering the oath of allegiance, delivered into his hands the charter of their liberties, which ~ 
unanimity would ftill have preferved inviolate. One circumftance, recorded by hilto- 
rians as a proof of unconditional fubje€tion, was the removal of an enormous, bell from 
Novogorod to Mofcow, denominated by the inliabitants eferna/, and revered as the palal- 
dium of their liberty and the fymbol of their privileges. It was fufpended in.the market- 
place; the facred found drew the people inftantly from the moft remote parts, and 
tolled the fignal of foreign danger or inteftine tumult. The Great Duke peremptorily 
demanded this object of public veneration, which he called “* The lerum of sedition ;” 
and the inhabitants confidered its furrender as the fure prelude of departing liberty. 

From this period the Great Duke became in efleét abfolute Sovereign of Novogorod, 
although the oftenfible forms of government were {till preferved® to enfure the obedi- 
ence of his new fubjeéts, he tran{fplanted above a thoufand of the principal citizens to 


* Itsterritory extended to the north as far as the frontiers of Livon’a and Finland, and comprifed great 
part of the province of Archangel, and a large diflri& beyond the north wettern limiis of Siberia. 

+ Quis contra Deos et Magnam Novogardiam ? ’ r 

} The government was fimilar to that of the German republics, who acknowledge the Emperor as their 
Hiege-lord, but are under the jurifdiion of their own magiliraucs. 


Mofcow, 
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Moéfcow, and other towns ; and fecured the Kremlin of Novogorod with ftrong walls of 
brick. Notwithftanding the defpotifm to which the inhabitants were fubjet, and the 
oppreffion which they experienced from Ivan and his fucceffors, yet Novogorod till 
continued the largeft and moft commercial city in all Ruffia, as will appear from the 
defcription of Richard Chanceler, who paffed through it in 1554 in his way to Mofcow. 
« Next unto Mofcow the city of Novogorod is reputed the chiefeft of Ruffia; for 
although it be in majeltie inferior to it, yet in greatneffe it goeth beyond it. It is the 
chiefeft and greateft marte towne of all Mofcovie ; and albeit the Emperor’s feate is not 
there, but at Mofco, yet the commodioufneffe of the river, falling into that gulfe which 
is called Sinus Finnicus, whereby it is well frequented by merchants, makes it more 
famous than Mofco itfelf *.”” 

Its population, during this period, was fo great, that in 1508, above fifteen thoufand 
perfons died of an epidemical diforder +; more than double the number of the prefent 
inhabitants. In its moft flourifhing condition it contained at leaft four hundred thoufand 
fouls {. Under the reign of Ivan Vaflilievitch Il. the profperity of Novogorod experi- 
enced a fatal downfall; that monarch having, in 1570, difcovered a fecret correfpon- 
dence between fomve of the principal inhabitants and Sigifmond Auguftus King of Po 
land, relative to a furrender of the city into his hands, punifhed them in the moft inhue 
‘man manner. -He repaired in perfon to Novogorod, and appointed a court of inquiry, 
jultly denominated the-tribunal of blood: Contemporary hiltorians relate that its pro- 
ceedings continued during the fpace of five weeks, and that on each day of this fatal 
period mors than five hundred inhabitants fell vi€tims to the vengeance of incenfed def- 
potifm. According to fome authors, twenty-five thoufand, according to others, more 
‘than thirty thoufand perfons perifhed in this dreadful carnage. Thofe writers, who 
were the Tzar’s enemies, have probably exaggerated the number of thefe executions : 
and it is but juftice to add, that fome circumftances in their relations are unqueftionably 
falfe: but though we ought not to give implicit credit to ail the accounts recorded by 
his adverfaries; yet, even by the confeflion of his apologilts, there ftill remains fuf- 
ficient evidence of his favage ferocity in this barbarous tranfa@ion, which equals if not 
furpaffes in cruelty, the maffacre at Stockholm under Chriftian II. 

This horrid cataftrophe and the fubfequent oppreffions which the town experienced 
from that great though fanguinary Prince, impaired its ftrength ; and it is defcribed as 
a place of defolation by Uhlfield, the Danifh Ambaffador. But although the fplendour 
of this once flourifhing town received a confiderable diminution ; yet it was not totally 
obfcured until the foundation of Peterfburgh, whither Peter the Great transferred all 
the commerce of the Baltic, which before centered in Novogorod. 

The prefent town is furrounded by a rampart of earth, with a range of old towers at 
regular diftances, forming a circumference of {carcely a mile and an half; and even 
this inconfiderable circle includes niuch open fpace, and many houfes which are not 
inhabited. As Novogorod was built after the manner of the antient towns of this 
country, in the Afiatic ftyle, this rampart, like that of the Semlainogorod at Mofcow, 
probably enclofed feveral interior circles: without it was a vaft extenfive fuburb, which 
reached to the diftance of: fix miles, and included all the convents and churches, the 


* Hacklayt, vol. i. p. 251. + S.R.G. vol.v. p 404. 

4 According to Heym, Novogorod in 1783 contained fixty-two-churches, fix convents, and exclufive of 
twelve public buildings, one thoufand ‘five hundred and twelve houfes, of which only thirty-nine were of 
brick. The population amounted to three thoufand three hundred and forty-two males, and three thou- 
fand feven hundred and eighty four females, 


antient 
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antient ducal palace, and other ftructurcs, that now make a {plendid but folitary appear. 
ance in the adjacent plain. * ; 

Novogorod ftretches on both fides of the Volkof, a beautiful river of confiderable depth 
and rapidity, and fomewhat broader than the Thames at Windfor. This river feparates 
the town into two divifions ; the Trading Part, and the Quarter of St, Sophia, which are 
united by means of a bridge, partly of wood and partly of brick. 

‘the firft divifion, or the Trading Part, is, excepting the Governor’s houfe, a rude cluf 
ter of wooden habitations, and in no other refpect diftinguil i 
lages than by numerous brick churches and convents, meianc 
magnificence. In all parts I was {truck with tl remains of r 
half-cultivated fields enclofed within high palifadocs, and large ft 
tles, attefted prefent defolation. Towards its extremity a brick edifice, and feveral de. 
tached firu@ures of the fame materials, erected at the Empreis’s expence, for a manus 
facture of ropes and fails, exhibited a fplendid figure when contrafted with the furround. 
ing hovels. 

The oppofite divifion, denominated the Quarter of St. Sophia, derives its appellation 
from the cathedral, and comprehends the fortrefs or Kremlin ereéted for the purpofe of 
curbing the inhabitants, and preventing frequent infurretions, It is of an oval form, 
and furrounded by a high brick wall, ftrengthened with round and fquare towers: the 













wall is fimilar to that which enclofes the Kremlin at Mofeow, and was alfo built in 1490 


by the Italian architect Solario, of Milan, at the order of Ivan Vaflilievitch I. fogn after 
the conqueft of Novogorod. The fortrefs contains the cathedral of St. Sophia, the old 


archiepifcopal manfion with the ftair-cafe on the outfide, part_of a new palace not 


finifhed, and a few other brick buildings ; but the remaining {pace is a watte, overfpread 
with weeds and nettles, and covered with ruins. 

The cathedral of St. Sophia, one of the moft antient churches in Ruflia, was begun 
in 1044 by Viodimir Yaroflavitch, Duke of Novogorod, and completed in 1951". It 
was probably conftruéted foon after Chriftianity was introduced into Ruffia by the 
Greeks, and called St. Sophia, from the church of that name in Conftantinople. — It is 
a high fquare building, with a gilded cupola, and four tin domes. We entered this 
venerable pile through a pair of brazen gates ornamented with various. figures in alto 
relievo, reprefenting the Paffion of our Saviour, and other feriptural hiftories. Accord- 
ing to tradition, thefe gates were brought from the antient town of Cherfon, where 
Vlodimir the Great was baptized, are fuppofed to be of Grecian workmanfhip, and are 
in confequence of this perfuafion called Korfuntkie Dveri, the doors of Cherfon. But 
if we admit the truth of this tradition, how fhall we account for the Latin charaéters 
with which they are infcribed, 


p.e. WICKMANNVS_ MEGIDEBVRGENSIS 
ALEXANDER epe DEBLVCICH. _ 
AVE MARIA GPACIAPLEHS DHS EECYGI. 


The firft part of this infcription feems to prove rather, that they came from Magde. 
urgh in Germany ; a circumftance by no means improbable, as the inhabitants of No- 
5 = Any’) (6 en Py P oo oy 
vyogorod maintained, in thofe carly times, a no lefs frequent intercourfe with Germany 
e 
* 


than with Greece. 


* SR. G. vol. v. p. 398. A wooden church of the fame name was conftru@ed about the year 1000, 
by Joachim, the fir Bithop of Novegorod, on the fpot where this cathedral now fiands. Ibid. p, 394 
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In the infide of this cathedral are twelve mafly piers white-wafhed, which, as well as 
the walls, are thickly covered with the reprefentations of our Saviour, the Virgin Mary, 
and of various faints. Some of thefe paintings are of very high antiquity, and probably 
anterior to the revival of the artin Italy. Many of the figures are finifhed in a bard flat 

Jiyle of cclouring upon a gold ground, and exadlly fimilar to thofe of the Greek artifts, 
by whom, according to Vafari, painting was firft introduced into Italy. 

Towards the latter end of the thirteenth century, fome Greek artifts invited to Flo- 
rence, painted a chapel in the church of Santa Maria Novella. Although their defign 
and colouring were hard and flat, and they chiefly reprefented the figures 6n a field of 
gold; yet their produ€tions were much admired in that ignorant century. Cimabue, 
who was then a boy, {truck with their performance, was accultomed to pafs all the time 
he could feal from fchool in contemplating the progrefs of their work. His enthufiafm 
being thus kindled, he turned his whole attention to the ftudy of an art to which his 
genius feemed inclined. His firft compofitions had all the defects of the mafters whom 
he imitated ; but he gradually improved as he advanced, and laid the firft rude founda- 
tion of that aftonifhing excellence which the fchools of Italy afterwards’ attained. 

As painting was brought into Italy from the Greek empire, when there was fearcely 
any connection between thofe two countries, we,may be well affured it was introduced 
at a more early period into Ruffia, from the fame quarter; not only becaufe a conftant 
intercourfe had been long maintained between the Great Dukes and Emperors of Con- 
ftantinople, and becaufe the Patriarch was formerly the head of the church eftablifhed in 
Ruffia; but likewife becaufe the Ruffians being converted to Chriftianity by the Greeks, 
were accuftomed, after their example, to decorate their temples with various figures, 
and muft have received from them many portraits of faints, which form in their religion 
a neceflary part of divine worfhip. ‘We,may conclude, therefore, that the cathedral of - 
St. Sophia, which was built in the eleventh century, and is one of the moft antient 
churches of Ruflia, was ornamented with figures of faints by the Greek artifts, whom 
the Great Dukes of Novogorod drew from Conftantinople. The reprefentations in 
queftion, indeed, are fuch mere daubings, as not to deferve a particular inquiry, if it 
did not affift in illuftrating the progrefs of the liberal arts, and afcertaining the early in- 
troduction of painting into this country, at a period when it was probably unknown 
even in Italy *. : 

Several Princes of the ducal family of Ruffia are interred in this cathedral. The firft 
is Viodimir Yaroflavitch, wlio was born in 1020, died in 1051 f, and buried in this 
church, which he had juft completed. Befides his tomb, are thofe of his mother Anne, 
daughter of the eaftern Emperor Romanus, his wife Alexandra, his brother Miciliflaf, 
and laftly, of Feodor, brother of Alexander Neviki, who died in 1228. The moft 
antient of thefe fepulchres are of carved wood gilt, filvered, and furrounded with 
iron rails; the others are of brick and mortar. Within the fanétuary the walls are 
covered with Mofaic compartments, of céarfe workmanthip, but curidus from their 
antiquity. 

Gu lindlord is a German, and his inn, though {mall, one of the moft commodious 
we had hitherto met with in Rufflia; it was neatly furnifhed, and afforded beds, an 
article of fingular luxury in this country, which we had no {mall difficulty to procure, 
even in the city of Mofcow. : 


* Jam div pingunt Rutheni, et quis credat? feculo duodecimo, fays Falconi.— See Effai fur Ja Bib. &c. 


p- Ig. 
+ S.R. G. vol. v. p. 399. 
VOL. Vie 4? » By 
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By the afliftance of our landlord we obtained the price of provifions in thefe parts * 


5 d. sod, 
Butcher’s meat per Ruffian pound f, - - ° i too 2 
Black bread per ditto, < e - - °o of 
White common ditto, - - - - é Oo. 84% 
French ditto, - 7 . - - 7 o (2 
Butter ditto, © + - - - - - °o 4 
‘Ten eggs from + - - - - - o If too ¢ 
Pair of fowls from a = - a “ 1 3 tor 8 
Fatted goofe, - 2 i - : ., i ° 
Couple of wild ducks, - - = 7 o 66 
Tame ditto, . - - - 7 as 3 
Brace of Partridges, - - - = = o 10 
Black game, cock and hen, - — - - - 1 6 
Hare, - a - - % - s o 75 
Quart of milk, - . i sf & o uf 
Bett fpirituous liquors per quart, - “ rs} 
Worlt fort, - - - - - o 682 
Pair of peafant’s leather thoes, - - - 1 3 
Boots, - - - - - - - - 4 10 
Round hat, - i 1 3 
Peafant’s fhirt, no collaro or wriftband, and very hhort, 3 


Our coach being much fhattered by the bad roads, we left it at Novogorod, and con- 
tinued our journey in &/bitkas, the‘common carriages of the country. A kibitka is a - 
fmall cart, capable of containing two perfons abrealt, while the driver fits upon the fur- 
ther extremity clofe to the horle’s tails. It is about five feet in length, and the hinder 
half is covéred with a femi-circular tilt, open in front like the top ofa cradle, made of 
laths interwoven and: covered with birch or beech bark. There is not a piece of iron 
in the whole machine. It has no fprings, ‘and is faftened by means of wooden pins, 
ropes, and fticks, to the body of the carriage. The Ruffians, when they travel in thefe 
kibitkas, place a feather-bed in the bottom, admirably calculated to break the intoler- 
able jolts and concuffions, occafioned by the uneven timber roads. With this precau- 
tion, a kibitka, though inferior in fplendour, equals in comfort the moft commodious 
vehicle,’ The traveller ftretches himfelf at length upon the feather-bed, and if inclined, 
may dofe away the journey in perfeé&t tranquillity. But being novices in the method of 
equipping this fpecies of conveyance, we fuffered a layer of trunks and other hard bag. 
gage to be fubftituted in the aes of feather-beds: thefe fubftances, fo much more 
bulky, and fo much lefs yielding than down, obliged us either to fit uncer the tilt ina 
floping pofture, or upon the narrow edge of the carriage; in the alternate enjoyment 
of which deleétab!e pofitions we paffed twelve hours without intermiffion, and with no 
refrefhment. Thofe who have ever regaled themfelves amidft a pile of loofe trunks 
and boxes in the bafket of a heavy-laden ftage coach, over the rougheft pavement, 
would efteem that mode of conveyance luxury to what we experienced. Our impa- 
tience, however, to reach Peterfburg beguiled in fome meafure the bruifes we received 
from our kibitkas and their contents, and induced us to perfevere in our route till after 
ten at night; when, being depofited in a fmall village, I had {carcely ftrength remain- 


* A Roffian pound—14% Englifh ounces, + 1778. F 
ng 
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Ing to crawl to fome frefh ftraw fpread for our beds in the corner of an unfurnifhed inn. 
With the comforts of this delightful place of repofe I was fo enamoured, that I could 
not be prevailed upon to relinquifh it even for a few minutes, for the enjoyment of an 
excellent ragout prepared by our fervant, which a conftant fafting fince nine in the 
morning tended greatly to recommend. 

A tolerable night’s reft, and the profpe&t of only fifty,miles between us and Peterf- 
burgh, induced us to re-affume our former ftations, and to brave a repetition of our 
fatigue. ‘The country we paffed through was ill calculated to alleviate our fufferings, 
by transferring our attention from ourfelves to the furrounding objects. Excepting 
the environs of Novogorod, which were tolerably open, the road made of timber, and 
as ftraight as an arrow, ran through a perpetual foreft, without the leaft intermixture 
of hill or dale, and with few flips of cultivated ground. Through this dreary extent, 
the gloomy uniformity of the foreft was only broken by a few folitary villages, at lon 
diftances from each other, without the intervention of a fingle houfe.  Itchora, the laf 
village at which we changed horfes, though but twenty miles from the capital, was fmall 
and wretched, and the adjacent country as inhofpitable and unpeopled as that we had al- 
ready pafled. About ten miles from Itchora we fuddenly turned to the right, and the 
feene inftantly brightened: the woods gave way to cultivation, the country began to be 
enlivened with houfes, the inequalities of the timber road were fucceeded by the level 
of a fpacious caufeway, equal to the fineft turnpikes of England, the end of each verft * 
was marked with fuperb mile-ftones of granite and marble, and a long avenue of trees . 
was clofed at the diftance of a few miles with a view of Peterfburgh, the objec of our 
wifhes, and the termination of our labours. ; 


. 


Cuav. WL—Jufiification of Peter the Great for transferring the Seat of Empire from 
Mofcow to St. Peterfourgh.—Defeription of the new Metropolis.—Foundation and 
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Flood in \977.—Bridge of Pontoons.— Plan for 2 Bridge of a fingle Arch acrofs the 
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to Peterfburgh.—General Obfervations on the Weather during the Winter. — Precautions 
againft the Cold.—Diverfions and Winter Scenes upon the Neva.—Ice Hills.—-Annual 


Fair, 


SAINT Peterfburgh is fituated in the latitude of 59° 56’ 23” north, and longitude 
30° 25’ eaft, from the meridian of Greenwich. It {tands upon the Neva, near the 
Gulph of Finland, and is built partly on fome iflands in the mouth of that river, and 
partly on the continent. The principal divifions are: 1. The Admiralty quarter. 
a. The Vaflili Oftroft. 3. The fortrefs. 4. The Ifland of St. Peterfburgh; and 
5. The various fuburbs, called the fuburbs of Livonia, of Mofcow, of Alexander Nev- 
iki, and of Wiburgh. Their refpective fituation will be better explained by the an- 
nexed plan of the town, than by the moft elaborate defcription. 

Peter the Great incurred confiderable cenfure for transferring the feat of empire 
from Mofcow to St. Peterfburgh ; it has been urged, with fome degree of plaufibility, 
that he was in effect more an Afiatic than an European fovereign; that Mofcow, lying 


-# Throughout all the high roads of Ruffia, each verft (or three quarters of amile) is marked by a wooden 
vot, about twelve feet in height, painted red. 


+ Oltrof fignities Iiland. 
4P2 nearer 
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nearer to the center of his dominions, was better calculated for the imperial refidence ; 
and that, by removing his capital, he negleted the interior provinces, and facrificed 
every confideration.to his predileétion for the fettlements upon the Baltic. 

But although Peterfburgh is fituated at the extremity of Ruflia, he did not neglect 
any other part of his vaft dominions. On the contrary, he was no lefs attentive to his 
Afiatic than to his European provinces; his repeated negotiations with the Chinefe, 
his campaigns againft the Turks, and his conqueit of the Perfian provinces, which bor- 
der upon the Cafpian, prove the truth of this affertion. It is no lefs obvious, that Eu. 
rope was the quarter from whence the greateft danger to his throne impended; that the . 
Swedes were his moft formiddble enemies, and from them the very exiftence of his em- 
pire was threatened with annihilation. It was not by Icading his troops againft the de- 
{ultory bands of ‘Turks or Perfians, that he acquired a folid military force; but by train- 
ing them to endure the firm attack of regular battalions, and to learn to conquer from 
repeated defeats; with this defign, the nearer he fixed his feat to the borders of Swe- 
den, whofe veterans had long been the terror of the north, the more readily his troops 
would imbibe their military {pirit, and learn their well regulated manoeuvres. Add to 
this, that the protection of the new commerce, which he opened through the Baltic, de- 
pended upon the creation and maintenance of a naval force, which required his immedi- 
ate and almott continual infpeétion, To this circumftance alone is owing the rapid and 
refpectable rife of the Ruffian power, its preponderance in the north, and political im- 
portance in the feale of Europe. In a word, had not Peter transferred the feat of go- 
vernment to the fhores of the Baltic, the Ruffian navy had never rode triumphant in the 
Turkith feas ; and Catharine II. had never ftood forth the arbitref8 of the north, and 
the mediatrix * of Europe. , 

The internal improvement of the Ruflian Empire, the great object of Peter’s reign, 
was confiderably advanced by approaching the capital to the more civilized parts of Eu- 
rope; by this means he drew the nobility from their rude magnificence and feudal dig- 
nity at Mofcow, toa more immediate dependence upon the Sovereign, to more polifhed 
manners, to a greater degree of focial intercourfe. Nor did any other caufe, perhaps, 
fo much tend to promote his plans for the civilization of his fubjeéts, as the removal of 
the imperial feat from the inland provinces to the Gulf of Finland. 

In oppofition, therefore, to the cenfurers of Peter, we.cannot but efteem this act as 
extremely beneficial, and might even venture to affert, that if, by any revolution of Eu- 
rope, this empire fhould lofe its acquifitions on the Baltic; if the court fhould repair to 
Mofcow, and maintain a fainter connedtion with the European powers before an effential 
reformation in the manners of the people takes place; Ruffia would foon relapfe into 
her original barbarifm, and no traces of the’ memorable improvements introduced by 
Peter I. and Catharine II. be found but in the annals of hiftory. 

Tn walking about this metropolis I was filled with aftonifhment on reflecting, that fo 
late as the beginning of this century, the ground on which Peterfourgh now ftands wasa 
morafs occupied by a few fifhermen’s huts. The firlt building of the city is fo recent 
as to be almoft remembered by perfons now alive, and ‘its gradual progrefs is traced 
without difficulty. Peter the Great haying wrefted Ingria from the Swedes, and ad- 
vanced the boundaries of his empire to the fhores of the Baltic, determined to ereét a 
fortrefs upon a fmall ifland in the mouth of the Neva, for proteéting his conquelts, and 


* It malt be remembered, that Catharine II, mediated the peace of Tefchen, in 1799, between the Ems. 
peror of Germany and the King of Preffia, a 


opening 
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opening a new channel of commerce*. As a prelude to this undertaking, a {mall 
battery was raifed on another iffand of the Neva, upon the fpot now occupied by the 

- Academy of Sciences, and was commanded by Vaflili Demitrievitch Kotfhmin. All 
the orders of the Emperor fent to this officer being direéted Vofili na Oftrof, Vo 
Vaffili upon the ifland, this part of the town was called Vafjili Oftrof, or the ifland of 
Vaffili. : . 

The fortrefs was begun onthe 16th of May, 17033; and, notwithftanding the ob- 
ftruGtions arifing from the marfhy nature of the ground, and the inexperience of the 
workmen, a {mall citadel, furrounded with a rampart of earth, and ftrengthened with 
fix baftions, was completed in a fhort time. An author f, who was in Roiflia at that 
period, informs us, “ that the labourers were not furnifhed with the neceffary tvols, 
as pick-axes, {pades and fhovels, wheel-barrows, planks and the like; notwithftanding 
which, the work went on with fuch expedition, that it was furprifing to fee the fortrefs 
raifed within lefs.than five months, theugh the earth, which is very {carce thereabouts, 
was, for the greater part, carried by the labourers in the fkirts of their clothes, and 
in bags made of rags and old mats, the ufe of wheel-barrows being then unknown to 
them.” 

Within the fortrefs a few wooden habitations were erefted. For his own immediate 
refidence, Peter alfo ordered, in the beginning of 1703, a {mall hut to be raifed in an 
adjacent ifland, which he called the ifland of St. Peterfburgh, and from which the new 
metropolis has derived its name: this hut was low and fmall, and is {till preferved in 
memory of the fovereign who condefcended to dwell in it. Near it was foon after- 
wards conftruéted another wooden habitation, but larger and more commodious, in: 
which Prince Mentchikof refided, and gave audience to foreign miniiters. Ata {mall 
diftance was an inn, much frequented by the courtiers and perfons of all ranks; to 
which Peter frequently repaired on Sundays after divine fervice, and caroufed with: 
his {uite and others who happened to: be prefent, as fpeCtators of the fire-works and di- 
verfions exhibited by his orders. 

On the 3oth of May, 1706, Peter demolithed the fmall citadel, and began the found. 
ation of the new fortreis on the fame fpot. In 1740, Count Golovkin built the firlt 
edifice of brick, and-in the following year the Tzar, with his own hand, laid the foundae. 
tion of a houfe, to be ereéted with the fame materials [. From thefe fmall beginnings. 
rofe the prefent. metropolis of Ruffia; and in lef than nine years, the feat of empire was. 
transferred from Mofcow to Peterfburgh. 

The defpotic authority and zeal of Peter for the improvement of the new capital,. 
will appear from his mandates. In 1714 he enjoined, that all buildings upon the ifland 
of St. Peterfburgh, andin the Admiralty quarter, particularly thofe on the banks of the 
Neva, thould be conftruéted after the German manner, with timber and, brick; that 
the nobility.and principal merchants fhould be obliged to have houfes in Peterfburgh ; 
that every large veflel navigating to the city, fhould bring thirty ftones,, every {mall one 
ten, and every peafant’s waggon three, towards the conftruétion of the bridges and: 
other public works ; that the roofs of the houfes fhould be no longer covered. with birch 
planks and bark, fo dangerous in cafe of fire, but with tiles or cleds of earth. In 1716: 
a regular plan § for the new city was approved by Peter; the principal part of the new 
metropolis was to be fituated in the ifland of Vaffili-Oftrof; and, in imitation of the. 


* See Hilt. Geog. and Top. Befchreibung der Stadt. S. Pet. in the. Journal of St. Pet: for 1779, 
+ Perry’s State of Ruffia, vol. i. p. aca, } Journal of St. Peterfburgh, 1799. 
g "he reader will find a delineation of this plan in Perry’s State of Ruffia, 
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Dutch towns, canals were to be cut through the principal ftreets, and lined with ave- 
nues of trees; burt it has never been carried into execution ; and under the Emprefs 
Anne, the imperial refiderice was removed to the Admiralty quarter. The nobility 
foon followed the example of the fovereign; and, excepting fome public edifices, and 
the row of houfes fronting the Neva, the-Vaflili-Oftrof is the worft part of the city, and 
contains more wooden buildings than all the other quarters. 

Succeeding fovereigns have continued to embellifh Peterfburgh, but none more than 
the prefent Emprefs, who may be called its fecond founder. Notwith{tanding, how- 
ever, all thefe improvements, it bears every mark of an infant city, and is ftill ** only 
an immenfe outline, which will require future Empreifes and almott future ages to 
complete *.”? The ftreets in general are broad ¢ and fpacious; and three of the prin. 
cipal ftreets, which meet at the Admiralty, and reach to the extremities of the fuburbs, 
are at leaft two miles in length. Moft of them are paved; but a few are ftill fuffered 
to remain floored with planks. In feveral parts of the metropolis, particularly in the 
Vaftili-Oftrof, wooden houfes and habitations, fcarcely fuperior to commen cottages, 
are blended with the public buildings; but this motley mixture is far lefs common than 
at Mofcow. , 

The brick houfes are ornamented with a white ftucco, which has led feveral travellers 
to affert that they are built with ftone; whereas, unlefs Iam miftaken, there are only 
two ftone ftruétures in all Peterfburgh ; the one the church of St. Ifaac, of hewn gra- 
nite, and marble columns, not yet finifhed ; the other the marble palace, conftruéted at 
the expence of the Emprefs, on the banks of the Neva. Her Imperial Majefty gave this 
fuperb edifice to Prince Orlof; and, at his death, purchafed it from his executor for 
2,000,000 of roubles. The ftyle of architeéture is magnificent but heavy; the front 
js compofed of polifhed granite and marble, and finifhed with fuch nicety, and in a ftyle 
fo fuperior to the contiguous buildings, that it feems to have been tran{ported to the 
prefent fpot, like a’ palace in the Arabian tales, raifed by the enchantment of Aladdin’s 
lamp}. It contains forty rooms upon each floor, and is fitted up ina flyle of fuch 
fplendour, that the expence of the furniture amounted to 1,500,000 roubles. 

The manfions of the nobility are vatt piles of building, but not iu general upon fo 
magnificent a {cale as feveral 1 obferved at Mofcow: they are furnifhed with great coft, 
and as elegantly as thofe at Paris or London. They are fituated chiefly on the fouth fide 
of the Neva, eitherin the Admiralty quarter, or in the fuburbs of Livonia and Mofcow, 
which are the fineft parts of the city. . 

‘The views upon the banks of the Neva exhibit the moft grand and lively fcenes I ever 
beheld. ‘hat river,is in many places as broad as the Thames at London; it is alfo 
deep, rapid, and as tranf{parent as cryftal; and the banks are lined with handfome 
buildings. On the north fide, the fortrefs, the Academy of Sciences, and Academy 
of Arts, are the moft ftriking objects: on the oppofite fide are the imperial palace, the 
Admiralty, the manfions of many Ruffian nobles, and the Englifh line, fo called, becaufe 
the whole row is principally occupied by the Englifh merchants. In the front of thefe 
buildings, on the fouth fide, is the Quay, which ftretches for three miles, except where 
it isinterrupted by the Admiralty ; and the Neva, during the whole of that fpace, has 
been lately embanked by a wall, parapet, and pavement of hewn granite ; a magnif- 
cent and durable monument of imperial munificence. ‘The canals of Catherine, and of 


* Wraxall’s Tour, p 231- 
+ They are moftly as broad as Oxford ftreet: thofe with canals much broader. 
+ In this palace Staniflaus, the abdicated king of Polanc, died. 
the 
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the Fontanka *, which are feveral miles in length, have been recently‘embanked in the 
fame manner, and add greatly to the beauty of the metropolis. 

The quantity of polithed granite ufed in thefe public works is fufficient to aftonifh an 
European archite&, who confiders the hardnefs of the ftone, and the difficulty with 
which it is polithed, I have frequently viewed with furprize the procefs employed by 
the Ruffian workmen, in {moothing the granite. ‘They batter the ftone with an iron 
hammer edged with fteel; the quantity which flies off at each ftroke is almolt imper- 
ceptible ; but by repeatedly ftriking the fame place, the prominent parts are worn 
away, and the ftone becomes fmooth. To this gradual attrition may be applied the 


proverb, ‘ 
Gutta cavat lapidem, nin vi fed fepe cadendo. 


Peterfburgh, though more compaé than other Ruffian cities, with the houfes in 
many f{treets contiguous to each other, {till bears a refemblance to the towns of this 
country, and is built in a very ftraggling manner. By an order lately iffued from go- 
vernment, the city has been enclofed within a rampart, the circumference whereof is 
twenty-one verfts, or fourteen Englith miles. 

The average population of Peterfburgh may be collected from the lifts of births and 
deaths during feven years. 








Birtus. DeaTus. 
Males - 2459 Males - 3137 
*77* Females 2322 4781 Females - 1642 § 4779 
1772 . : : A759} 7 5 4727 
8 iste. 2 gag" Owe ° abe 
ales - 2839 ales - 2899 
1774 Females 2 nage 5437 | Females - 1559 4458 
ile “2816 ae Males : or eee 
ales - 281 ales - 2694 
Hz 28. Females 2581 : 5397 | Pa - 1769 4463. 
Natives. Natives. 
Males - 2717) _| Males - 3117 
Females 2618 Females - 2043 
1777 Foreigners, 5854 Foreigners. Pp 5660. 
Males - 265 Males - 265 | 
Females 254 Females - 235) 
Total of births for feven years 36,672 Total of Deaths 32,165. 
Annual average of births, omitting fmall fra¢tions - 5238 
of deaths - . - 4594. 


By multiplying the births five thoufand two hundred and thirty-eight by twenty: five, 
the fum is one hundred and thirty-four thoufand nine hundred and fifty ; and the deaths 
four thoufand five hundred and ninety-four by twenty-fix, the fum is one hundred and 
nineteen thoufand four hundred and forty four. By taking the medium, therefore, 


* And the Moika fince my departure. : 
2 Between 
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between thefe two fums, we have one hundréd and twenty-fix thovfand fix hundred 
and ninety-feven for the number of inhabitants *. : 

Peterfburgh, from its low and marfhy fituation, is fubjeét to inundations, which 
fometimes threaten the town: with a total fubmerfion, Thefe floods are chiefly occa- 
fioned by a weft or fouth-weft wind, which, blowing direétly from the gulf, obftrudts 
the current of the Neva, and caufes an accumulation of the waters, On the 16th of 
November we had nearly perfonal experience of this dreadful calamity. Being in- 
vited to a mafquerade at the Cadet’s in the Vafiili Oftref, on our approach to the 
bridge we perceived that a ftormy weft wind had {welled the river fo confiderably as to 
elevate the pontoons; and the bridge was in danger of being carried away. Inftead, 
therefore, of repairing to the mafquerade, we returned home, and waited for fome 
hours in awful expectation of an immediate deluge. Providentially a fudden change 
of wind preferved Peterfburgh from the impending cataftrophe, and the inhabitants 
from an almoft univerfal con{ternation, which recent fufierings impreffed upon their 
minds, I allude to the flood in the month of September 1777, whofe effects are thus 
defcribed: “+ In the evening of the oth a violent {torm of wind blowing at S.W. and 
afterwards W. raifed.the Neva and its various branches to fo great a height, that at 
five in the morning the waters poured over their bank, and fuddenly overflowed the 
town, but more particularly the Vaflili Oftrof and the ifland of St. Peterfburgh. The 
torrent rofe in feveral ftreets to the depth of four feet and'an half; and overturned, 
by its rapidity, various buildings and bridges. About feven, the wind fhifting to N. W. 
the flood fell fuddenly ; and at mid-day moft of the flreets, which in the morning could 
only be paffed in boats, became dry. For a fhort time the river rofe ten feet feven 
inches above its ordinary level.” 3 : 

"The divifions of Peterfburgh, on each fide of the Neva, are conneéted by a bridge 
on pontoons, which was ufually removed when the large matffes of ice driven down the 
ftream from the lake Ladoga f, firft made their appearance, and for a few days, until 
the river was frozen fufficiently hard to bear carriages, there was no communication 
between the oppofite parts of the town. The depth of the river renders it extremely 
difficult to build a {tune bridge: and if one fhould be conftruéted, it would probably be 
deftroyed by thefe vaft fhoals of ice. To remedy this incovenience, a Ruffian peafant 
projected the fublime plan of throwing a- wooden bridge of a fingle arch acrofs the 
river, which in its narroweft part is nine hundred and eighty feet in breadth. The 
artift has executed -a model ninety-eight feet in length, which I examined with great 
attention, as he explained the proportion and mechanifm. 


* Sufslick eftimates the population of Peterfburgh at one hundred and thirty-three thoufand one 
hundred and ninety fix, by multiplying the births by twenty eight ; and one hundred and thirty-two 
thonfand nine hundred and ninety, by multiplying the deaths by twenty fix; neither of which numbers 
differs «ffentially from the average number in the text: he adds, that Peterfourgh is the only large town 
in which there are more births than deaths, The population of Pcterfburgh is continually increafing, as 
cwell from the excefs of the births above the deaths, as from the influx of natives and foreigners. According 
to a cenfus taken in 1784, it contained one hundred and twenty-fix thoufand cight hundred and twenty- 
feven males, and fixty five thouland fix hundred and ninetcen females, including about twenty-feven 
thoufand eight hundred and ninety forcigners ; in all one hundred and ninety-two thoufand four hundred 
and forty-fix perfons. - 

According to Profefflor Heym (Encyclopedie des Ruffifchen Reichy) Peterfburgh was twenty-four 
verits ia circumferencein 1784, and contained feventy-one churches, and three thoufand four hundred and 
thirty-one houfes, of which one thoufasd two hundred and ninety.one were of brick, and two thoufand 
one hundred and forty of wood. + Journ. St. Pet. Sept. 1977. : 

} This bridge was, in December 1779, replaced for the firft time, and continued during the winter, 
a prattife which has been fince renewed, and renders the communication more convenient. 
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The bridge is conftruéted on the fame principle as that of Schafhaufen, excepting 
that the mechanifm is more conplicated, and the road not fo level, I thall attempt to | 
defcribe it by fuppofing it finifhed, as that will convey the beft idea of the plan. The 
bridge is roofed at the top, and enclofed at the fides: it is formed by four frames of 
timber, two’ on each fide, compofed. of beams or truffes, which fupport the whole 
fabric, The road is not carried over the top of the arch, but fufpended in the middle. 


Feet. 
Length of the abutment on the north end « a 658 
Span of the arch ~ - i - : 980 
Length of the abutment on the fouth end * - 658 
Length of the whole ftru€ture - - 2296 
‘The plane of the road upon its firft afcent makes an angle of five degrees 
‘with the ordinary furface of the river ‘ ; 
; Mean level of the river to the top of the bridge in the center - 168 
| Ditto to the bottom of the bridge 7 - Fs 126 
Height of the bridge in the center - - “42 
Height from the bottom of the bridge in the center to the road : 7 
Height from the bottom of the bridge to the water - w 84 
Height from the water to the {pring of the arch ° > - 56 


There is a difference of thirty-five feet between the road at the {pring of the arch, 
and the road at the center; in other words, an afcent of thirty-five feet in four hun- 
dred and ninety, which is little more than eight tenths of an inch to a foot *, The 
bridge is broadeft toward the fides, and diminifhes towards the center. 


In the broadeft part itis ra - 168 feet. 
In the center or narroweft - - 42 
The breadth of the road is - . 28 


-'The artift informed me, that to conflru& the bridge would require forty-nine thou. 
fand fix hundred and. fifty iron nails, twelve thoufand nine hundred and eight large 
trees, five thoufand five hundred beams, and that it would coft 300,c00 roubles, or 
6osocol. He.fpeaks of this bold projeét with the warmth of genius, and is convinced 
that it is pra€ticable. I muft own, I'am of the fame opinion, though I hazard it with 
great difidence, What a noble effeét would be produced by a bridge fpringing acrofs 
the Neva, with an arch nine hundred and eighty feet wide, and towering one hundred 
and fixty-eight feet from the furface of the water! The defcription of fuch a bridge 
feems almoit chimerical; and yet, on infpecting the model, we are reconciled to the 
idea, But whether the execution of this ftudendous work may be deemed poffible or 
not, the model itfelf is worthy of attention, and refle@s high honour on the inventive 
faculties of untutored genius: it is fo compadt, that it has fupported three thoufand 
five hundred and forty pood, or one hundred and twenty-feven thoufand four hundred 
and forty pounds, without {fwerving from its dire€tion, which is far more, in proportion 
10 its fize, than the bridge, if completed, would have occafion to fuftain from the pref- 
fure of the carriages added to its own weight. 


* The afcent of the road of the bridge of Schaffhanfen is barely four tenths of an inch in afoot. 
VOL. Vi, 40 The 
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‘The projector of this plan was apprenticed to-a fhop-keeper at Nithnei Novogorod ; 
and, like the Swifs carpenter who built the bridge 7 Schaffhaufen*, unacquainted 
with the theory of mechanics. Oppofite to his dwelling was a wooden clock, which ° 
excited his curiofity 5 by repeated examinations he comprehended the internal flruc- 
ture, and, without affiftance, formed one exattly fimilar. "His fuccefs in this effay 
urged him to undertake the conftruétion of metal clocks and watches. The Eimprels, 
acquainted with thefe wonderful exertions of native genius, took him under her pro- 
tection, and fent him to England; from whence, on account of bis ignorance of the 
language, he foon returned to Ruffia. [ faw a repeating watch of his workinanfhip az 
the Academy of Sciences : it is about the bignefs of an egg; inthe infide is reprefented 
the tomb of our Saviour, with the ftone at the entrance, and the centinels upon duty ; 
fuddenly the itone is removed, the centinels fall down, the angels appear, te women 
enter the fepulchre, and the chant performed on Ealter-eve is heard. ‘Thefe are’ 
trifling, although curious performances ;_ but the plan of the bridge was 2 fublime 
conception. ‘This perfon, whofe name is Kulibin, bears the appearance of a Rulhan 
peafant; he has a jong beard, and wears the common drefs of the country; he re- 
ceives a penfion from the Emprels, and is encouaged to follow the bent of his me- 
chanical genius. 

The nobleft monument of the gratitude and veneration paid to Peter I. is his equef- 
trian ftatue in bronze, of coloffal fize; it is the work cf Falconet, the celebrated 
French ftatuary, caft at the expence of Catharine Il. in honour of her great prede- 
ceflor, whom fhe reveres and imitates. ‘The monarch is reprefented in the attitude of 
mounting a precipice, the fummit of which he -has nearly attained. His head is un- 
covered, and crowned with a laurel; he wears a loofe velt in the Afiatic ftyle, with 
half-boots, and fits on a houfing of bear-fkin : the right hand is ftretched out, as in 
the aé of giving benedidtion to his people, and the left holds the reins. The defign 
is matterly, and the attitude bold’and fpirited. ‘Lhe flat pofition of the right hand is 
deficient in dignity, and has an unpleafing effet 5 for which reafon, the view of the 
left fide is molt ftriking, where the figure is graceful and animated. ‘Lhe horfe is 
fpringing upon the hind legs and the tail, which is full and flowing, appears fight- 
ly to touch a ferpent, artfully contrived to aft in fupportinig the vat weight f. The 
artift has, in this noble eflay of genius, reprefented Peter as the legiflator of his coun- 
try, without allufion to conquelt and bloodthed ; wifely preferring his civil qualities 
to his military exploits {. The contraft between the compofure of Peter (though 
perhaps not characteriftic) and the fire of the horfe, eager to prels forwards, is very 
{iriking. ‘The fimplicity of the infeription correfponds to-the fublimity of the defign. 





PETRO PRIMO §, PETRU PERVOMU 
CATHARINA SECUNDA EKATHERENA VIORATYA 
1782. 1782. 


* For the account of the bridge of Schaff haufen, fee Travels in Switzerland, Letter IT. 

The height of the hero is eleven fect; of the horfe feventeen ; the bronze in the thinnell part is 
only three lines, but increafes gradually towards the bind feet of the horfe to one inch 5 the weight of the 
whole (exclufive of the counterpoife of ten thoufand pounds) is forty-four thoufand and forty-one Ruffian, 
or thurty-fix theufand fix hundred and thirty-fix Englith pounds. 

talconet has ably refuted the cenfures urged again{t his itatue on this account. See his Letter to 
Diderot, in Pieces written by Monf. Falcouet,” tranflated by Me. Tooke, p. 47. Where the reader 
willalfo find an engraving of the flatue. § Catherine 11. to Peter I, 


Falconet 
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’ Falconet having conceived the defign of placing the flatue on a huge rock * inftead 
_of a pedeftal, carefully examined thz environs of Peterfburgh, for a detached mals 
of granite, of magnitude correfpondent to the dimenfions of the equeftrian figure ; 
‘and after confiderable refearch, he difcovered, near the village of Lachta, a ftupendous 
crag, half buried in the midit of a marthy foreft. ‘The expence and difficulty of 
tranfporting it were no obftacles to Catherine H.: the morafs was drained, the forelt 
cleared, and a road four verfts in length formed from the fhore to the Gulf of Finland. 
It was fet in motion: on large friction-balls, and grooves of metal, by means of pullies | 
and windlafles, worked by four hundred men. In this manner it was conveyed, 
with foriy men feated on the top, twelve hundred feet a day to the fhore, then em- 
barked on a nautical machine f, tranfported eight verlts by water, and landed at Peter!- 
burgh near the fpot where it is now erected. ~'‘This more than Roman work was 
accomplifhed in lefs than fix months; the rock when landed was forty-two feet long 
at the bafe, thirty-fix at the top, cleven broad and feventeen high, and weighed fifteen- 
‘hundzed tons. 

The pedeftal, however, though ftill of prodigious magnitude, is far from retaining 
the criginal dimenfions; as, in order to form a proper ftstion for the ftatue, and re- 
prefont an afcent, the bulk has been much diminifhed. But I could not obferve with- 
out regret, that the artift had refincd too much upon nature; and in order to produce 
a refemblance of an abrupt precipice, had been too lavith of the chiffel, Art is too 
con(picuous ; and the effect would have been more fublime had the ftone been left as 
much as poflible in its rude ftate, a vaft, unwieldy, Rupendous mafs, 

The ftatue was erected on the peceftal on the 27th of Auguft 1722, near the Ad- 

_miralty, and the pontoon bridge over the Neva. The ceremony was performed with 
great folemnity, and accompanied wirh a folemn inauguration. i 

Having pafled feveral months in Ruffia, I fhall throw together feveral faéts and 
obfervations concerning the flate of the weather, and the effets of the cold in this fe- 
vere climate. vas 

During our journey from Mofcow to Peterfburgh, in the month of September, we 
found the weather very changeable, the autumnal rains being extremely frequent and 
heavy'{.. The mornings and evenings were extremely cold ; and, whenever it did not 
rain, we generally obferved the grafs and trees covered witha hoar froft. On our 
arrival at Peterfburgh on the 2gth of September, the winter was not yet fet in: in 

: October 


* « Pour marqueur a poftérité, d’on cet héros legiflateur étoit parti, et quels obftactes il avoit far- 
monté.”—Delcription d’une Pierre pour fervir de Piedeftal, &c. in Haygold’s Rufsland, vol. ii. p. 211. 

+ This nautical machine was conitructed on the principle of the camel, which is ufed to convey thips 
over the bars, both at Amfterdam and St Peterfburgh. It was hollow, and being funk to the water level, 
the ftone was placed upon it, the water was then pumped out of it, and it rofe and floated. ‘The ftone, 
fui ported by this machine, appeared like a moving mountain on the furface of the gulf. 

‘The machinery for the tranfport of this enermeus mafs was conttru€ted under the direétion of Count 
Carburi, who was known in Roffia under the name of the Chevalier Lafcaris, and the procefs is defcribed 
in a fuperb work, illuftrated with engravings, under the title of * Monument elevé & la glorie de Pierre. ~ 
le Grand, 1777.” Q 

$ In thirty days it rained twenty-four ; and the quantity of water which fell at St. Peterfburgh in the 
month of September O.S. was equal to 2? Englith inches in depth. 

From accurate obfervations, during fourteen years, to afcertain the quantity of rain and faow which 
fell at St. Peterfourgh, the refult was, that the average annual duration of faowy aud rainy weather was 
equal to forty-two times twenty-four hours, or fomething tefs than the ninth part of the year. From a 
courfe of ten years’ obfervations it appeared, that rain fell during fome part of one hundred and three 
days, and fhow during fome part of feventy two; and that if the year was divided into twelve parts, a 
fourth was fine weather, a third rain, and a fifth fnow. 

4Q2 The 
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Oétober the weather, for the firft twenty days, was the moft part rainy; the mercury, 
in Fahrenheit’s thermometer, was feldom below freezing point, and moftly fluctuated 
between 32 and 44. ; i : . 

The {now made its firft appearance in fleet on the gth, and the following day came 
down in flakes and in large quantities; on the 24th the mercury fuddenly funk to 25, 
yofe the next morning above the freezing point, a fudden thaw enfued, and all the ; 
fnow difappeared in a few hours. The fummer and winter are not, as in our climate, © 
gradually divided by fpring and autumn, but feem almoft to fucceed each other. 

On the 15th of November the Neva * was entirely frozen}: foon afterwards the 





The whole quantity of rain and {now water, taken together, which fell in the courfe of a year, was the 
following proportion : : 








Inches Inches. 
January, - - 0,979 | July, - - 2,760 ° 
February, - : 0,979 | Auguft, . - 2,676 
March, - - 0.801 | September, - 30473 
April, - - 1,246 | October, . . 2493 
May, - - 1,335 | November, - 15523. 
June, - - 32116 | December, - * 0,979 
225345 





The average quantity of rain which falls in London in the courfe of a year is equal to nineteen thoufand 
two hundred and forty-one. 

* The freezing of the Neva is not attended with any peculiarities which diftinguith it from other rivers, 
The following circumftances, which fell under my obfervation, are extratted from my journal. ; 

Monday morning, Nov.9. On Saturday the 7th, {mall pieces of ice, which came from the lake Ladoga, 
were firft obferved floating with the ftream: the fame day in the evening the bridge of boats was removed, 
as in thefe cafes they calleét and would carry it away. Yefterday the pieces of ice were more frequent and 
mafly ; to-day they are {mall floating iflands, which almoft cover the river: the fides of the Neva are 
frozen only a few feet from the banks ; all the canalsare covered with ice, and people are {eating upon 
them. - ‘ Cie 

Nov. 12 and 13. “The Neva is frozen above the place where the bridge was {tationed, by. the pieces of 
ice which have united and barred the paflage : below it the ftream is open for boats, which are continually 
pafling to and fro. . 

Nov. 13. The bridge of boats is again replaced, as there is no longer any danger of its being carried 
away by the floating maffes of ice; and will continue during the whole winter, a circumftance which has 
not happened fince the foundation of Peterfburgh. 

Nov. 15. The river about and below the bridge is entirely frozen, and I faw perfona walking acrofs 
it. Lam informed that yefterday the ice was itrong enough to bear foot paflengers; this will convey 
fome idea of the feverity cf the weather in this climate ; as the rapid current was open on the 13th, and 
on the next day was frozen. 




















Table of the freezing and thawing of the Neva for five fucceffive 
years, from Profeffor Kraft’s Obfervations. 

| 1773: 177+ 1775: 1776. 17 
- New Style -16{ April 21 22 25 30 
April, _ —_ — — ra 
“Qld Style 27{ May 2|May 3}May 6/May 11 
19 7| 12 12 26; 
Nov. _ — =. — as 
30 18 23 23| Dec. 7 
{ Open 217 days. | 200 | 204 | 201 | 210 


See Nov. Ac. Pet. for.1777.  P. II. p. 73. : , 
+ In 1784, the Neva was not finally frozen until the night of the sth of December, N.S. 
The thicknefs of the ice is from twenty-four to thirty-eight feet ; the average about twenty-eight, 


Gulf 
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Gulf of Finland was covered with ice, and fledges began to pafs from Peterfburgh ‘to 
Cronftadt, the road being marked over the furface by rows of trees. 

Even during the months of December and January, the weather was extremely 
changeable ; is fhifted ina fudden manner from a fevere froft to a thaw; the mercury 
in the thermometer often rofe within the courfe cf twenty hours from 20 to 34, and 
funk again as rapidly in the fame fpace of time *. . : 

When the froft was not fevere, namely, when the mercury in Fahrenheit’s thermo- 
meter was not below 10, I frequently walked out in-a common great coat. When 
the cold was more intenfe, I was dreffed in the manner of the natives; and wore, in 
my daily excurfions, a pelif, or large-fur-cloak, fur boots or fhoes, a black velvet or 
fur bonnet, that prevented the froft from nipping my ears, the part which I found the 
moft liable to be affeéted. During the gth, roth, and 11th of January, the froft was 
nearly as intenfe t as it was ever felt at Peterfburgh ; the mercury in the thermometer 
falling at one time to 63 below freezing point, or — 31. This cold, however, ‘did 
mot detain me atshome; but I walked out, as ufual, with my peliffe, boots, and found 
it by no means unpleafant, the fun fhining with great brightnefs. As I traverfed the 
city on the morning of the 12th, I obferved feveral perfons whofe faces had been’ 
bitten by the froft: their cheeks had large fears, and appeared as if finged with a hot 
iron. As I was walking with an Englifh gentleman, who, inftead of a fur cap, had on 
a common hat, his ears were fuddenly frozen: he felt no pain, and would not have 
perceived it for fome time, had not 2 Ruffian informed him {, and affifted him in. rub- 
bing the part affected with fnow, by which means it was inftantly recovered. his, 
or friction with flannel, is the ufual remedy; but fhould the perfon in that ftate approach 
the fire, or dip the part in warm water, it immediately mortifies and drops-off. 

The common. people continued at work as ufual, and the drivers of fledges plied in 
the ftreets, feemingly unaffe¢ted by the froft; their beards were incrufted with clotted 
ice, and the horfes covered with ificles. Even during this extreme cold, the people 


* Although I examined the thermometer every day; yet I did not attempt to form a feries of re- 
gular obfervations, which 1 now much regret. I occafionally, indeed, made a few remarks, which E 
fhall infert, as I find them fcattered in my journal: they will tend to contirm the truth of what I have 
advanced in. relation.to the change of weather obfervable at Peterfburgh,_and will ferve to contradi& 
thofe authors, who affért that, as foon as the hard froft commences, the cdtt-eantinues with uniform 
feverity, and with little variation, during the whole feafon. Nov. 16. 'To day a thaw; the thermometer 
mounted to go: in the evening fharp froit again; the mercury falling to 20.—Nov. 23. The ther 
mometer at 4, 5, and 6.—Dec, 3. It has been thefe few days moftly a thaw and changeable weather. — 
Dec. 6. The thermometer fell almoft fuddenly from 33 to 10.—Dec. 11. Thermometer at -10.—Dec. 14. 
A fudden thaw, which continued the sth and 16th.—Dec. 17. Thermometer -7—Dec. 18. Ther- 
mometer at «5, and a fog at the fame time —Dec. 19. Windy, thaw, thermometer above freezing point. 
—Dec, 21. Changeable weather all this week, from fharp froft to ‘fudden thaw.—Jan. 1. 1779. Wea- 
ther very changeable, the thermometer one morning at -8, the next above freezing point; this winter it 
has not as yet been lower than -13.—-Jan. 6. Thermometer at -14.—Jan. g, Thermometer at -735 the 
barometer mounted fuddenly very high fince lait night.—Jan 10. Early this morning the thermometer 
at 23, and at 41 at 20f. Barometer at 30%. The fmoke of the chimnies was preffed down to the 
ground.—Jan, 11. Thermometer at -28, according to my own obfervation, at ten in the morning ; but 
earlier the mercury had funk to -314 or 634 below freezing point. . Jan. 15. Thermometer, fince the 
11th, rofe gradually: on the 12th in the morning it ftood to -13; from thence it fell to 0, to 153 and 
to-day it is above freezing point. , 

I made the fame obfervations during the fecond winter which I paffed at Peterfburgh, and found the 
weather equally uncertain. : ’ 

+ The winter in which profeffor Braun congealed quickfilver, the cold was fo intenfe, that De Lifle’s 
thermometer funk to 204=in Fahrenheit’s to—33, or 65 below freezing point. 

{ The past frozen always turns quite white, a fymptom well known, and immediately perceived by the 


natives, 
6 did 
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did not add to their ordinary clothing, which is at all times well calculated for the 
feverities of the climate. ‘They are careful in preferving the extremities againtt the 
cold, by covering the legs, hands, and head, with fur. The upper garment of fheep- 
fkin, with the wool turned: inwards, is tied round the waift with a fath 3 but the neck 
is bare, and the breaft only covered with a coarfe fhirt: thefe parts, however, are well 
guarded by the beard. I obferved, with much furprife, feveral women engaged in 
wafhing upon the Neva or on the canals, ‘Yhey cut holes in the ice with a hatchet, 
dipped their linen into the water with bare hands, and then beat it with flat ticks. 
During this operation the ice continually formed again, and they were conftantly em- 
ployed in clearing it away. Many of them pafied iwo heurs without intermiffion at 
this’ work, when the thermometer was at 60 below freezing point; a circumftance 
which proves that the human body may be brought to endure all extremes. 

It fometimes happens that coachmen or fervants, waiting for their mafters, are 
frozen to death. To prevent as much as poffible thefe dreadful accidents, great fires 
of whole trees, piled one upon another, are kindled in the court-yard of the palace, 
and the moft frequented parts of the town. As the flames blazed above the tops of 
the houfes, and caft a glare to a confiderable diftance, I was much amufed with con- 
templating the picturefque groups of Ruffians, with their Afiatic drefs and long beards, 
affembled round the fire. ‘The centinels upon duty, having no beards, which are of 
great ufe to protect the glands of the throat, gencrally tie handkerchiefs under their 
chins *, and cover their ears with fmall cafes of flannel. 

Nothing can be more lively and diverfified than the winter feenes upon the Neva; 
and fearcely a day paffed that I did not take my morning walk, or drive in a fledge 

‘upon the river. Many carriages and fledges, and numberlefs foot paflengers perpetu- 
ally crofling, afford a conftant fucceffion of moving objeéts; the ice is alfo covered 
with different groups of people, difperfed or gathered together, and varioufly em- 
ployed as their fancy Icads them. In one part are feveral long areas railed for the 
purpofe of fcating; a little further is an enclofure, where a nobleman is training his 

' horfes, and teaching them ‘the evolutions of the manége. In another part the croud 
and {pedlators of a fledge race. The courfe is an oblong {pace about the length of a 
mile, and fufficiently broad to turn the carriage. It can hardly be denominated a 
race; for there is only a fingle fledge drawn by two horfes, and the whole art of the 
driver confifts in making the fhaft horfe trot faft, while the other is pufhed into a 

allop. g ; 

‘ The ice-hills afford a perpetual fund of amufement to the populace. A fcaffolding 

is raifed upon the river thirty feet in height, with a landing place on the top, to which 
the afcent is by a ladder. From this fummit a floping plain of boards, four yards broad 
and thirty long, fupported by ftrong poles gradually decreafing in height, defcends to 
the fuperficies of the river, and the fides are defended by a parapet of planks. On-thefe 
boards are laid fquare blocks of ice chipped with the axe, and fprinkled with water, by 
which means they coalefce, become fmooth, and form an inclined plain of pureice. At 
the bottom the fnow is cleared away for the length of two hundred yards and the breadth 
of four, and the fides of this courfe, as well as the fides and top of the fcaffolding, are 

ornamented with firs and pines, Each perfon being provided with a fmall fledge t, 

mounts the ladder to the fummit, feats himfelf on his fledge and glides down the inclined 
plane; when the velocity acquired: by the defcent, carries the fledge above one hundred 
* The women alfo ufe this precaution. . 


+ Something like a butcher’s tray, as Dr, 


King juttly obferves in his ingenious pamphlet cn the ef- 
fects of cold in Ruflia. ? 


yards 
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yards on the level ice of the river.. At the end of this courfé, is ufually a fimilar ice- 
hill, nearly parallel to the former, which begins where the other ends; thus the diver- 
fion may be perpetually renewed without intermiffion. ‘The chief difficulty confifls in 
poifing the fledge in its rapid defcent down the inclined plane, tor if the pilot is not 
fteady, but totters cither through inadvertence or fear, he is liable to be overturned, 
ard incurs no fmall rifk of breaking his bones, if not his-neck. I have frequently 
ftcot above an hour at the bottom of thefe ice-hills, obferving the fledges follow each 
cther with inconceivable rapidity ; but never had fufficient courage to try the experi- 
ment *, as one failure might have proved fatal. 

Boys alfo continually amufe themfeives in {eating down thefe hills ; they glide chiefly 
upon one fcate, being better able to preferve their balance on one leg than on two. 
Thefe icc-hills exhibit a pleafing appearance, as well from the trees with which they are 
ornamented, as from the moving cbjeéts defcending without intermiflion, which Rich- 
ter, in his fketch of Mofcow, not unaptly compares to a cataract of human figures. 

Another ftriking object is the market on the Neva. At the conclufion of the long 
fatt which clotes on the 24th of December, O. S. the Ruffians lay in their provifions 
for the remainder of the winter. For this purpofe an annual market, which lafts three 
days, is held on the river near the fortrefs, A long ftreet, above a mile In length, was 
lined on each fide with an inmenfe {tore of provifions, fufficient for the fupply of the 
capital during three months. 

Many thoufand carcafes of oxen, fheep, hogs, pigs, together with geefe, fowls, and 
every fpecies of frozer food, were expofed for fale. The larger quadrupeds were 
grouped in various circles upright: their hind legs fixed in the fhow, with their heads 
and fore legs turned towards each other ; next to them. {uccecded a regular feries of 
animals, defcending gradually to the fmalleft, intermixed with poultry and game hang- 
ing in feftoons, and garnifhed with heaps of fifh, butter, and eggs. I foon perceived, 
from the profufion of partridges, pheafants, mvor-fowl, and cocks of the wood, that no 
Jaws in this country prohibit the difpofal of game. I obferved alfo the truth of what 
has been frequently afferted, that many of the birds, as well as feveral animals, in thefe 
northern regions, become white in winter, many hundred black cocks being changed to 
that colour; and fome taken before they had completed their metamorpha/is, exhibited a 
variegated mixture of black and white plumage. 

‘The moft diftant quarters of the empire contributed to fupply this valt ftore of provi- 
fions, and the fineft veal was fent by land-carriage from Archangel, which is eight hun- 
dred and thirty miles from Peterfburgh; yet every article of provifion is furprizingly 
cheap: beef was fold at one penny the Ruffian pound, pork at five farthings, and 


* Timid perfons, or thofe unacceftomed to this exercife, are occafionally accompanied by a conduétor, 
who direéts the fledge. A mode well defcribed in the “* Voyage de deux Frangois,”” &c. 

« Le truineau confifle en une petite planche plus longue que large, et peu elevéc: une feule perfoune 
pent s’y tenir, encore n’eft elle point 4 fon aife. Le condu@eur du traineau eft affis, les jambes ouvertes, 
entre lefquelles fe place celui qui veut defcendre (chaque courfe cofite cing copecks) 3 Pun et autre out 
Pattention de tenir les jambes fort elevéee et le corps trés en arriére ; ainfi placés, et le traineau étant par- 
faitemeat droit, on le conduit au bord de la defcente, et on le laiffe aller: le conduéteur le dirige avec les 
mains qu’il tient ccartées ducorps, et qui font garanties par des mitaines d’un cuir fort épais. a rapidité 
de Ja conrfe eft prodigieufe, et le traineau arrivé fur le terrain plat, parcourt encore une affez grande éten- 
due: dans le premier moment la refpiration eft fort genée; i faut avoir attention de ne faire aucun mouve= 
meut dun cété on d’un autre; on feroit bient’t culbuté, ce qui elt fort ordinaire, mais il arrive trés pew 
d’accidens, par le peu de hauteur de Ja chtite.” 

Voyage de deux Francais au Nord de ? Europe, tom iif. p. 353. 

+ A Roffian pound contains fourteen ounces anda half. 


3 mutton 
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‘mutton at three half-pence per pound; a goofe for ten-pence, and a pig for eight pence, 
and all other articles equally reafonable *. A ; 

To render this frozen food fit for drefling, it is fir thawed in cold water. Frozen 
meat, however, lofes much of its flavour; and the tables of perfons of condition, and 
thofe of the Englith merchants, are fupplied with frefh killed meat, which is fold from 
four-pence to fix-pencea pound. : 


Cuar. 1V.—Prefentation to the Emprefs.—Court.—Bails.— Mafquerades.—Publie £1. 
tertainments.—Orders of Knighthood.—Account of the Place called the Hermitage.~- 
Diftribution of the Emprefi’s Time.—Ruffian Nobility—-Their Hofpitality.—Politencfs. 
Afemblies. - Englifo Merchants.— Club. 


ON the firft of Odtober, in the morning, between eleven and twelve, we attended 
our minifter, Sir James Harris}, to the drawing-room, impatient to behold Catharine 
Il. It was fortunately the name-day, or, as we term it, the birth-day of the Great Duke, 
in honour of whom a moft brilliant court was affembled. At the entrance’ into the. 
drawing-room {tood two centinels of the guards 3 their uniform was a green coat, with 
ared cuff and cape, white wailtcoat and breeches; they had filver helmets faftened un- 
der the chin with filver clafps, and ornamented with an ample plume of red, yellow, 
black, and white feathers, Within the drawing-room, at the doors of the paflage lead- 
ing to the royal apartments were ftationed two foldiers‘of the knight’s body-guard;. a 
corps perhaps more fumptuoufly accoutred than any in Europe. They wore cafques, 
like the antients, with a rich plumage of black feathers, and chains and broad plates of 
folid filver were braided over their uniforms, reprefenting a {plendid coat of mail. 

In the drawing-room we found a numerous affembly of foreign minifters, Ruffian 
nobility, and officers waiting the arrival of the Emprefs, who was attending divine fer- 
vice in the chapel of the -palace, whither we alfo repaired. Amid a prodizious con- 

‘ courfe of nobles, I obferved. Catharine ftanding fingly behind a railing; the only dif 
tinction by which her place was marked. Next to her ftood’ the Great’ Duke and 
Duchefs, and behind an indifcriminate throng of courtiers. The Emprefé repeatedly 

- bowed, and croffed herfelf, according to the forms ufed in the Greek church, with great 
appearance of devotion. Before the conclufion of the fervice we returned to the draw- 
ing-room, and took our ftation near the door, in order to be prefented at Her Majefty’s 
entrance, 

About twelve, the chief officers of the houfehold, the miftrels of the robes, the maids 
of honour, and other ladies of the bed-chamber, advancing two by two in a long train, 
announced ‘the approach of their Sovercign. Her Majelty came forward with a flow 
and folemn pace, walking with great pomp, holding her head high, and perpetually — 
bowing to the right and left. She ftopped near the eritrance of the drawing-room, and 
fpoke with great affability to the foreign minifters, while they kifled her hand. She 
then advanced a few fteps, and we were fingly prefented by the vice chancellor Count 
Ofterman, and had the bonour of kiffing Her Majefty’s hand. The Emprefs wore, ac- 
cording to her ufual cuftom, a Ruffian drefs, a robe with a fhort train, and a velt with 
fleeves reaching to the wrift, like a Polonaife ; the velt was of gold brocade, and the 
robe of light green filk ; her hair was drefled low, and lightly fprinkled with powder ; 
her cap ornamented with a profufion of diamonds, and fhe wore much rouge. Her 


* In 1778, + Now Ealof Malmefoury. 
a7 7 
perfon, 
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perfan, though rather below the middle fize, is majeftic, and her-countenance, particu-_ 
larly when fhe fpeaks, expreffes both dignity and {weetnels. She walked flowly through 

the drawing-room, to her apartment, and entered alone. The Great Duke and Duchefs 

followed the Emprefs to the door, and then retired to their own drawing-room, where 

they had a levee ; but as we had not yet been prefented to them at a private audience, 

we could not, according to the etiquette of the Ruffian court, follow them. The Great 

Duchefs leaned upon the arm of His Imperial Highnels, and they both inclined their 

heads on either fide to the company, as they pafled along. 

In the afternoon, at fix, we repaired to a ball at court. The private as well as the 
ftate apartments of the Emprefs are on the third ftory, and the whole fuite is remarkably 
grand and fplendid. We found the company affembled in the anti-chamber, who, as 
foon as the Great Duke and Duchefs made their appearance, all entered a fpacious 
ball-room, : 

‘Fhe Great Duke opened the ball by walking a minuet with his confort, at the end of 
\which he handed out a lady, and the Great Duchefs a gentleman, with whom they each 
performed a fecond minuet at the fame time. They afterwards fucceffively conferred 
this honour in the fame manner upen many of the principal nobility, while feveral other 
couples were dancing minuets in different parts of the circle: the minuets were fuc- 
iceeded by Polifh dances, and followed by Englifh country-dances. When the Emprefs 
entered, fhe was more richly appareled than in the morning, and wore a {mall crown of ~ 
idiamonds. : . ; 

On her appearance the ball was fufpended ; while the Great Duke and Duchefs and 
the moft confiderable perfons haftened to pay their refpects to their Sovereign. Catha- 
rine having addreffed a few words to fome of the principal nobility, afcended an ele- 
vated feat, and the dancing being again refumed, fhe, after a fhort time, withdrew into 
an inner apartment. ‘We, in company with feveral courtiers, threw ourfelves into the ~ 
fuite, and formed a circle round a table, at which fhe had fat down to cards, Her party 
confifted of the Duchefs of Courland, Countefs Bruce, Sir James Harris, Prince Po- 
temkin, Marfhal Razomoffki, Count Panin, Prince Repnin, and Count Ivan Tcherni- 
jchef. The game was Macao, the pieces in circulation were imperials *, and a player 
‘might win or lofe two or three hundred pounds, : 

In the courfe of the evening the Great Duke and Duchefs preferited themfelves, and 
ftood by the table about a quarter of an hour, during which time Her Majefty occafion- 
ally entered into converfation with them. The Emprefs paid little attention to the. 
‘cards; converfed familiarly and frequently with great vivacity, as well with the party 
at play as with the perfons of rank ftanding near her. About ten fhe retired, and foon 
after the ball concluded. ° 

On the 6th we had the honour of being prefented at a private audience.to the Great 
Duke and Duchefs ; both of whom converfed with us in the moft affable and.conde- 
fcending manner; according to the etiquette of this court, we kiffed Her Imperial 
Highnefs’s hand. 

There is a drawing room at court every Sunday morning at twelve, and on other 
particular feftivals, at which the Ambafladors are ufually prefent, and which all foreigne 
ers who have been prefented, are permitted to attend. The ceremony of kiffing the 
Emprefs’s hand is repeated every court day by foreigners in the prefence chamber, and 
by the Ruflians in another apartment, who bend their knee on this occafion; an ex~ 


* An Imperial = 21. 
VoL. VI. 4rR preffion 
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preffion of homage not exacted from foreigners. No ladies, excepting thofe of the 
Emprefs’s houfehold, make their appearance at the morning levees. 

_Every court day the great Duke and Duchels have alfo feparate levees at their own 
apartments in the palace. And on particular occafions, fuch as her own and the 
Emprefs’s birth-day, &c. foreigners have the honour of kifling Her Imperial Highnefs’s 
hand. ; 

In the evening of a court day, there is always a ball at the palace, which begins be- 
tween fix and feven; the foreign ladies the Emprefs’s hand, who falutes them in 
return on the cheek. Her Majefty, uniels indifpofed, generally makes her appearance 
at feven; and if the aflembly is not numerous, plays at Macao in the bali-room; the 
Great Duke and Duchefs, after dancing, fit down to whift. ‘Their Imperial High. 
nefles, after a fhori interval, rile, approach the Emprefs’s table, pay their refpecis, and 
then return to their game. When the ball happens to be crowded, the Emprefs 
forms her party in an adjoining room, which is open to all perfons who have been 
prefented, : 

The richnefs and fplendour of the Ruffian court furpaffes defcription. It retains 
many traces of the Afiatic pomp, blended with European refinement. - An immenfe 
retinue of courtiers always preceded and followed the Empreis; the coftlinefs and glare’ 
of their apparel, and a profufion of precious ftones, created a fplendour, of which the 
magnificence of other courts gives a faiut idea. The court-drefs of the men is in the 
French fafhion; that of the ladies is a gown and petticoat, with afmail hoop; the gown 
has long hanging fleeves and a fhort train, and is of a different colour from the petti- 
coat. ‘Phe ladies wore, according to the fafhion of the winter of 1778 at Paris and 
London, lofty head-dreffes, and were not fparing inthe ufeof rouge. Amid the fump- 
tuous articles which diftinguifh the Ruffian nobility, none perhaps is more calculzted to 
ftrike a foreigner than the profufion of diamonds and other precious ftones, which fpar- 
Rie in every part of the drefs. In moft other European countries thefe coftly ornaments 
are principally appropriated to the ladies; but here the men vie with the fair {-x in the 
ufe of them. Many of the nobility were almoft covered with diamonds; their buttons, 
buckles, hilts of fwords, and epaulets, were fet with diamonds, their hats were frequently 





. embroidered, if I may ufe the expreffion, with feveral rows, and a diamond ftar on the 


coat was fearcely adiltincion. ‘This paflion for jewels feems to pervade the lower ranks 
of people, for even private families abound with them, and the wife of a Ruffian burgher 
will appear with a head-drefs or girdle of pearls; and other precious flones, of the value 
of two or three hundred pounds. : 
On days of high ceremony, the Emprefs generally wears a crown of diamonds, and 
appears with the riobands of the order of St. Andrew and St. Georse, both thrown 
over the fame fhouider, with the collars and the two ftars emblazoned upon her vett. 
On certain anniverlarics the Emprefs dines in public; two of thefe days occurred 





: during our ftay at Petertburgh. The 2d of December being the feat of the Ifmailof 


regiment of guards, Her Majefly, who as Sovercign,fis Colonel of the corps, gave, ac 
cording to annual cultom, a grand entertainment to the officers. She was dreffed in 
the uniform of the regiment, which is green trimmed with gold lace, made in the form 
of a lady’s riding -hatit. ‘The officers having kiffed her hand, a falver with wine was 
brought in by one of the lords in waiting, and the Emprefs prefented a glafs to each 
officer, who aicer a low obeifance, drank it off. At the conclufion of this ceremony Her 
Majelty-led the way, at one o'clock, into an adjoining apartment, in which afumptuous 
dinner was fpread: fhe took her plate in the middle of the table, and the officers were 

ranged 


ranged on each fi 
and during the w 
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de according to their refpective ranks. The Emprefs helped the foup, 
hole repaft, which lafted an hour, paid great attention to her guelts. 


Ona fubfequentoccafion weattended an entertainment given to the Knightsof the order 


of St. Andrew. T 


a diamond collar 


‘he Emprefs wore a robeof green velvet, lined and faced with ermine, and 


oftheorder. The drelfs of the knights is {plendid, but gaudy and inele- . 


gant: they are habited in a green velvet robe, lined with filver brocade, a coat of filver bro- 


cade, waiftcoat an 


d breechesof gold tuff, red filk ftockings, ahat 2/a Henry IV. ornamented - 


with a plume of feathers, and interfperfed with diamonds. ‘This order * being the moft 


honourable in Ru 


iia, is confined to a few perfons of the firft rank and confequence ; 


and only twelve fat Gown at the imperial tables: Prince Potemkin, Prince Orlof, Mar- 
thal Galitzin, Counts Alexéy Orlof, Panin, Razomoffki, Tchernichef, Voronzof, Alex- 


ander and Leon N: 


each knight with 
with the arms of 


arifkin, Munic, and Betfkoi. Before dinner, the Emprefs prefented 
a glafs of wine; at table fhe was diftinguifhed by a chair ornamented 
Ruflia, and prefided with her ufual dignity and condefceniion. The 


" * The order of St, Andrew, or the Blue Ribband, the firft ever known in this country, was inftituted 


by Peter [. in the yea 


Wer. Ruff. part itl. p 


y 1698, foon after his return from his firft expedition into foreign countries. Weber's 
aR. 161, 


That of St. Alexander Neviki, or the Red Ribband, was founded by the fame Sovereign, but never con- 


ferred until the reign 


of Catharine I. in (725. 


The order of St. Anne of Holftein, was Paitnted in 5735, by Charles Frederick Duke of Holftein, in 
memory of his wife Anne, daughter of Peter the Great, and introduced into Ruffia by her fon Peter HI. 


It is in the difpofal o 
with yellow, 


f the Great Duke as Sovereign of Holftein. The knights weara red ribband bordered 


The militery order of St. George, called alfo the order of Merit, and which has the precedence over that 


of St. Anne, was created by the prefent Emprefs in 1769. 


It is appropriated to perfons ferving by land or 


by fea, and excepting the {mall crofs of the fourth clafs, never beftowed in time of peace. The knights wear 


a ribband with black and orange ftripes. 


This order is divid 
ribband over the righ 
bles = sqgol. The 
crofs pendent round 
wear the {mall crofs 


led into four clafles. The knights of the firft clafs, called the Great Crofs, wear the 
t thoulder, and the far upon the left fide. Each receives an annual falary of 700 rou- 
knights of the fecond clafs wear the tlar upon their left breaft, the ribband with the 
their neck. Each receives 400 roubles = 8ol. per ann. ‘The knights of the third clafs 
pendent round their neck, Each receives 200 roubles, or gol. per ann, ‘This clafe 


admits fifty. The knights of the fourth clafs wear the {mall crofs fafened by a ribband to their button- 


hole like the French 
order, affigned by t 


= 8,ocol per ann. 


The number of knights is unlimited. 


Croix de St. Louis. Each receives 100 roubles, or 2cl. per ann. The fund of this 
he Emprefs for the payment of their falaries and other expences, is 40,000 roubles 
Of this 1,680 is deltined for the firft clafs, and 2,eco for each of the remaining three. 
In 1578 the firft clafs, which is conTf¥d to commanders in chief, 


contained only four, namely, Marfhal Romanzof, for his vi€teries over the Turks ; Count Alexéy Orlof, 


for burning the "Cur! 
rucki, for his conqu 
eight; and the four 


sith fleet at Tchefme ; Count Panin, for the taking of Bender; and Prince Dalgo- 
efts in the Crimea. The feccnd clafs comprized only eight knights; the third forty= 
th two hundred and thirty feven. No perfon can, obtain this order without having 


performed fome gallant exploit, or having ferved w ith credit inthe rank of officer tweuty-five years by land, 


or eighteen by fea. 


See Ukafe ucber die Stiftung de St. Georg’s-Ordens, in Schmidts Beytrage. 


The order of $t. Catharine, appropriated to the ladies was iniiituted in 1714 by Peter, in houour of hia 


wife Catharine. 'f 
virtues in her behevi 
Emprefs, the Grea 
with it. 

The fir and mot 
fo 
one handred and nin 
have the difpofal of t 

Catharine founded 


vereign princes and 


he motte of * Love and fidelity” was intended to commemorate the difplay of thofe 
our on the banks of the Pruth. This order is extremely honourable, a3 befides the 
t Duchels, and a few foreign princefles, only five Ruffian ladies were decorated 








diftinguifhed of thefe feveral orders is the order of St. Andrew, which, befide the 
foreigners, comprized, in 1778, twenty fix Ruffians; that of St. Alexander Neviki, 
6:3 and that of St. Anne two hundred and eight. "The Emprefs may alfo be faid to 
ne Polith orders of the White Eagle and of St. Staniflaus. 

, on the qth of October, 1782, anew order, called St. Viodimir, in favour of thofe who 





ferve in civil employme:nts; and it is nearly on the fame footing as that of St. George with refpect to the 


falaries annexed to the different clafles. 


of the third, and fist 
them a right to wear 


‘There are to be ten great creffes, twenty of the fecond clafs, thirty 
y of the fourth, befide a fifth for thofe who have ferved thirty-five years, which give 
it. 


foreign 


2 
2 


4AR 
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foreign minifters and a fplendid train of courtiers ftood-fpeckators of the entertainment, 
and feveral were occafionally poticed-by the Emprefs. —_ 

Two or three times in the winter there are mafquerades at court, to which perfons of 
all ranks are admitted. At one.of thefe entertainments which we attended, eight thou- 
fand tickets were diftributed ;. and a magnificent fuite of twenty apartments, handfomely 
Hluminated, was opened:on this occafion. One of thefe,a large oblong room, the fame 
in which the common balls at court are held, had a fpace in the middle enclofed with a 
low railing, appropriated to the nobility who danced. An elegant ‘faloon of an oval 
form, called the great hall of Apollo, nearly as {pacious as the rotunda at Ranelagh, 
but without fupport in the middle, was allotted for the dances of the burghers, and 
other perfons who had not-been prefented. The remaining rooms, in which tea and 
other refrefhments were ferved, were filled with card tables, and crowded with perfons 
continually pafling and repaffing. The campany either retained their mafks, or took 
them off at their pleafure. The nobles in general wore dominos; the natives of infe- 

‘rior rank. appeared in their own provincial clothes, perhaps embellifhed with occafional 
ornaments. An exhibition of the feveral dreffes aCtually ufed by the different inhabi- 
tants of the Ruffian empire, afforded a greater variety of motley figures, than the wildeft 
fancy ever invented in the mafquerades of other countries. . Several merchants. wivem: 
“were decked with large quantities of valuable pearls, many of which were fplit in halves 
for the purpofe of making more fhow. 
_ At feven the Emprefs made her appearance at the head: of a fuperb guadrille, con- 
fitting of eight ladies led by as oy gentlemen. Her Majefty and the ladies of the 
feleét band were fumptuoufly appareled in Greek habits, and the gentlemen were ac- 
‘coutred in the Roman military garb, their helmets richly ftudded’ with diamonds 5 
among the ladies I diftinguifhed the Duchefs of Courland, Princefs Repnin, and Coun- 
‘tefs Bruce among the gentlemen, Prince Potemkin, Marfhal Razomoffki, and Count 
Jvan Tchernichef. The Emprefs led:the way, leaning upon the arm of Marfhal Razo- 
‘ moffki, and pafling in great {tate through the feveral apartments, walked two or three 
times round the hall of Apollo, and then fat down to cards in an adjoining faloon; 
the company flocked thither ‘in crowds without diftinétion, and arranged themfelves 
‘round the table at a refpeétful diftance. The Emprefs withdrew as ufual before 
eleven. . 5 ; 

A feparate edifice called the Hermitage, communicates with the palace by means of 
a covered gallery. It takes this appellation becaufe it is the fcene of imperial ‘retire- 
ment; but bears no refemblance to-a hermitage, the apartments being extremely {pa- 
cious, and decorated in a ftyle of regal magnificence. ‘To this favourite fpot thg Em- 
prefs ufually repairs an hour or two every day, and on a Thurfday evening gives a 
private ball and fupper to the principal perfons who form her court; ambafladors and 
‘foreigners being feldom invited. At this entertainment all ceremony is banifhed, as far 
as is confiftent with the refpet due to a great Sovercign. The attendance of fervants 
being excluded, the fupper and various refrefhments are prefented on fmall tables, which 
rife and fall-through trap-doors. Many dire@tions for the regulation of this fele&t fo- 
ciety are difpofed i the various apartments ; and their general tendericy was to encou- 
rage freedom, banifh etiquette, and invite the moft unreftrained eafe. One written in 

_ the French language 1 comprehended, and retained. “* Affeyex vous of vous voulez, et 
quand il vous plaira, fans quon le repete mille fois *.” 


_* Sit -down where you chufe, and when you pleafe, without its being repeated to you a thoufand 
times. : 


A winter 
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A-winter and fummer garden, comprifed within the fite of the building, are fingular 
curiofities, and fuch as do not perhaps occur in any other.palace in Europe. The.{um-’ 
meer garden, in the true Afiatic ftyle, cceupies the whole level roof of the edifice: but 
at this feafon of the year was buried under the fnow. The winter garden is roofed and 
furrounded with glafs frames; it isa high and fpacious hot houfe, laid out-in gravel 
walks, ornamented with parterres of flowers, orange trees, and other fhrubs, and peopled 
with feveral birds of fundry forts and various climates, which flitted from tree to tree. 
The-whole exhibited a pleafing effect, and was more delightful as being contrafted with. 
the dreary feafon of the year. . 

A magnificent range of buildings has'been recently added to the Imperial palace ; it 
joins the Hermitage, and is fo extenfive that it may be called another palace. A fuperb 
tuite of apartments, chiefly occupied by the Emprefs, contains the cabinet of pi€ures, 
principally compofed of the following colle&ions : 

1. The celebrated colle€tion of Crozat, at Paris, which vied with that of the Duke 
of Orleans; it confifted of more than three hundred and feventy pieces, including 
various fketches. : 

2. The fmall but well chofen collection of counféllor Tronchin, of Geneva 3 in which 
may be noticed feveral by ‘Teniers, and a Chrift bearing the crofs, by Ludovico Caracci, 
half length, of the natural fize; the countenance expreflive of that meek dignity by 
which the founder of ‘the Bolognefe fchool peculiarly charaéterifed the Saviour of 
mankind. : 

3. The collection of Count Bruhl, remarkable ‘for twelve Woverman’s 3 a Holy 
Family, by Watteau; an Ecce Homo, by Caravagio;. a painter who fucceeded in 
delineating fimple nature and low life, but was extremely deficient in.treating dignified 
fubjects, 

i Part of the collection of the Chevalier Bardouin, purchafed at Paris; the pofleffor 
referving to himfelf feveral landfeapes by the Dutch mafters, and Vernet. Amorg the 
pictures which came to the Emprefs, ‘I obferved fome excellent paintings by Rubeng’ 
and Vandyke, particularly an ineftimable head of Henry.the Fourth, by Rubens, a 
Study after Nature, for the Luxemburgh gallery, greatly expreflive of that vivacity and 
bon-bommie which characterifed that amiable monarch; two, by Ferdinand Bol; feveral, 
by Rembrandt, in his ftrong but uncouth manner, and two lovely groupes of children’s 
heads, in the characters of angels, by the inimitable Corregio. 

§+ The colleétion of Houghton-houfe, the lofs of which all lovers of the arts muft 
‘fincerely regret, and upon which I need not enlarge, as the pictures are well ‘known, 
from the catalogue publifhed by Horace Walpole, and from the engravings by Boydel. - 

6. A colle€ion from Venice, containing feveral,’by old Palma, Titian, Paul Veronefe, 
and the Baffans; many of which are, perhaps, not originals, 

Of the Roman fchool the Emprefs poffeffes three capital pictures, by Raphael, which 
‘belonged to the cabinet of Crozat: a Holy Family, in that great mafter’s beft manner, 
and in the higheft prefervation.; a Portrait of Cardinal ‘Pole, alfo in his bett manners 
and a St. George, of which there is an engraving by Vofterman. I muft not omit an 
old and excellent.copy of the School of Athens, of which the original frefco painting in 
the Vatican, for compofition, corre€tnefs of defign, and juft delineation of-charatter, is 
‘unrivalled. 

Several fine landicapes by Claude Lorraine, the painter of nature, and two by ‘Gaf- 
par Pouffin, in which that poetical painter, foremarkable for his piturefque pencil, has 
-delineated towers and battlements, . : 

* Bofom’d high in tufted trees; 
and 
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and realizes the beautiful imagery in the Penferofo of Milton: 


“« And when the fun begins to fling 
His flaming beam, me, goddefs bring 
To arched walks of twilight groves, 
And fhadows brown that Sylvan loves 
Of pine, or monumental sal, 
Where the rude axe with heaved Mroke 
Was never heard the nymphs to daunt, 
Or fright them from their ballow'd aun 








? 






By Salvator Rofa, the well-known pidure of the Prodigal Son from the 1 
collection, Democritus and Protagoras, not Joi eclebrated, and feveral 
{capes. 

Of the Bolognefe fchool, two Guercinos, and feveral invaluable pieces 
Befides the celebrated piture of the doctors confulting on thy immaculite concepnen 
of the Virgin Mary, from the Houghton colleQion, L could not fufficiently edinive that 
delightful painting, known by the name cf Les Coufeufes, from the Crozat collection. 
This charming pitture reprefents an_aged governefs fuperintending feveral young 
women at work, who are models of perfect beauty, unaffected grace, and ferene 
innocence. Thefe two paintings are infficient to exculpate Guido from the cen- 
fures of thofe connoiffeurs, who, jadying hallily from a few fpecimens, indifcriminately 
accule hin of always factificing too much to the graces, and of introducing affected 
attitudes. 

‘The cabinet contains alfo a few pictures by Battoni and Mengs, with whom the genius 
of the Roman {chool feems to have expired. Of Battoni, Thetis approaching Charon 
with her in‘ant Achilles afleep is not without merit. 

Three pictures by Mengs deferve notice: Perfeus and Andromeda, in which the 

ainter has erred againft co/2ume, by reprefenting the hero naked, and Andromeda half 
clothed. ‘Ihe Judgment of Paris, a fine picture. and St. John preaching in the wilder- 
nels, a fingle figure; the air and motion are dignified. 

‘The ordinary diftribution of the E-mprefs’s time at Peterfburgh, as it concerns fo 
great a Princeis, cannot be unacceptable to the reader. 

Catherine afually rifes at Ax, and is engaged till cight or nine in public bafinefs with 
her fecretary. At ten the generally begins her toilet, and while her hair is drefling, the 
minifters of {tate and aid-de-camps in waiting, receive their orders. Being dreffed about 
eleven, fhe fends for her grand-children the young Princes Al der and Conflantine, 
or vifits them in their own apartment. Before dinner fhe receives the Great Duke and 
Puchefs, and fits down to table rather before one. She has always company at dinner, 
ufually nine perfons, confiiting of the generals and lords ia waiting, a lady of the bed- 
chamber, a maid of honour, and two or three of the Ruffian nobles, whom fhe invites. 
‘Their Imperial Highnefles dine with her three times in the week, on which days the 
party is increafed to eighteen. The Lord of the bed-chamber in waiting, who fits op- 
pofite to the Emprefs, carves one difh and prefents it to her; a ceremony, which having 
once politely accepted, the afterwards difpenfes with. Her Majeity is remarkably tem- 
perate, and is feldom at table more than an hour. From thence fhe retires to her own 
apartment, and at three frequently repairs to her library in the Hermitage. At five the 
vifits the theatre *, or a private concert; and when there is no court in the evening, 


oughton 
e land. 





















* An Italian opera, a company of Ruffian and another of French players were, in 17:78, maintained at 
Her Majefty’s expence, at which the fpectators were admitted gratis, : 
has 
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‘hag a fmiall party at cards. She feldem fups; generally retirés.atcralfpaft te, and is 
ufually in bed before cleven *, ; : ; ‘ 

The Great Duke is extremely fond ofthe manage ; and two of three times in the 
week takes the diverfion of a tournament; which is thus defcribed in my friend Colonel 
Floyd’s Journal: “ Count Orlof having obtained the Great Duke’s permiffion for me 
to attend the manage of the court, I went this morning to fee a tournament. His 
Imperial Highnefs and eleven of his nobles, dreffed in uniforms of buff and gold, and 
arthed with lances, {words, and piftols, were affembled by nine o’clock, although it was 
vet dufk. The Great Duke drew them up by pairs; and on the found of the trumpet, 
himieit and the knights mounted their horfes, and retired in due order without the rails. 
‘iwo rings were fulpended on oppofite fides of the walls on each fide of the manage; 
at cach corner was a moor’s head of pafte-board,’ or an apple fixed upon a pole, and 
between them two heads with a fquib im the mouths. Thefe were all placed upon 
ftands almoft as high as a man on horfeback, and at fome paces from the wall; at each 
end was alfo an helmet of pafteboard raifed upon a ftand about a foot from the ground, 
and about four from the wall. The two judges, with Lord Herbert and myfelf, who 
were the only fpectators, took our ffaticn on the outfide of the rail, Upon a fecond 
fignal from the trumpet, two knights entered at oppofite ends cf the manage. A band 
of |mufic played a quick air, while each knight, galloping his borfe to the right, and 
making a volt falated with their lances at the fame time, then contizuing their courfe:- 
round the manage, each ran with his lance, firft at the rings fufpended from the walls, 
and next at the moor’s head; after which they delivered their lances, as they went on, 
to their fervants on ivot, ‘Lhe knights then drew their piftols, and each making a fecond 
volt round the other heads, diicharged them in order to fet fire to the fquib;: then 
purfuing their courfe round the manage, drew their {words, and making a third volt: 
round the apple, endeavoured to firike it to the ground. ‘They finifhed their caréet by 
ftooping down, and as they galloped by, thrufting their fwords through the helmets; 
then poifing them in the air, they met in the middle, and riding towards the judge, fa- 
luted him, related the attempts in which they had fucceeded, and demanded their prizes: 
the prize was about four fhillings for each achievement, and an equal fine was paid for 
every failure. ‘Phe whole was performed on a continued gallop, and always to the right. 
In running at the ring, the head, or the helmet, it is efteemed honourable to put the 






*| Catharine was as fortunate tn her death as fhe was in her Jife, having reached her fixty-ninth year, and 
the jthirty-fixth of her reign, without experiencing the ivfirmities of age. A few days before her demife 
fhe complained flightly of au occalioval piddinefs ; her phyfician recommended bleeding ; fhe replied, I will 
referve that remedy for a feria nfs : : 

In the evening which p 












her death, was unufually cheerful. flept wall, rofe early as ufual, drank 
coffee, wrote til half palt a to Prince Zubeff, ordering him to briag at noon the fub- 
fidiary treaty with Great Brit nee, for her fignature. The meffenger on returning, did not 
find'the Emprefs cither in her cabinet. or in any of the apartments. 

After wating fome time, be opcied the door which icd from her apartments to that of the bedchamber- 
wothan, and found the Emprefs half leaning with her lead and back againit the wall, near the water clofet, 
and.quite {peechlefs. She had not made tne leaft exclamation, for the door of one-of the apartments occu- 
pied by her female attendants was open, and the lady who was warming herfelf by the fire, heard nothing. 

The Emprefs was immediately blooded and blider@, but-continucd fpeechlefs, though breathing, for 
twenty-four hours, and expired the next morning. 

Anexprefs being fent by the firfl minifler Prince Befborodko, the Great Duke came from Gatchina about. 
ning in the evening, and fucceeded with great tranquility. In a few hours the imperial palace exhibited a 
wonderful metamorphofie, and was transformed from an elegant magnificent place of refidence. to the ap- 
pearance of a garrifon ; numerous centinels were ftationed at all the avenues, and in alt the paflages, and 
the new Sovereign, with the officers of his houfchold and his fervants, appeared in jack-buots and keven- 
haller hats. © a 

horfe 
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horfe into full career, whirh increafes the difficulty. The judge having beftowed: the: 
rewards, or taken the forfeits, ordéred the two knights to. retire. ‘The trumpets again. 
founding, two others made their appearance, and performed the fame manceuvres. ‘This 
exercife was repeated twice by each pair of knights. ‘The whole troop then entered at 
the fame time, marched, charged, formed, drew and returned their fwords, and dif- 
mounted by word:of command trom the Great Duke. Atthe conclufion they adjourned 
to the fire; chocolate was brought in, and. after a fhort converfation, the Great Duke 
bowed and retired.” : 

‘The'nobles of Peterfburgh are no lefs than thofe of Mofcow diftinguifhed for hofpi- 
tality to foreigners. We were no fooner prefented toa perfon of rank and fortune, 
than. we were regarded as domettic vifitants. Many of the nobility keep an open table, 
to-which the fir(t invitation was confidered.as a ftanding paffport of admiffion. The 
only forn: neceffary on this occafion, was to make inquiry ih the morning if the mafter: 
of the houle dined at home; and if he did, we prefented ourfelves at his. table without 
further ceremony. ‘The oftner we appeared at thefe hofpitable boards, the more 
acceptable guefts we were efteemed, and we always feemed to confer inftead of receive 
ing asavour. arr, 

“Pie tables.are ferved with great profufion and tafte. Though the Ruffians ‘have. 
adopted the delicacies of French cookery, yet they neither affed to defpife their native 
dithes, nor fqueamifhly reject the folid joints which characterize an Eng'ifh repaft. ‘Lhe 
plaineft, as well as the choiceft viands, are collected from the moft uiltant quarters: E 
have frequently feen at the fame table fterlet from the Volga, veal from, Archangel, 
mutton, from Aftrachan, beef from the Ukraine, and pheafants from Hungary. and Bo- 
hemia?». The common wines are claret, Burgundy, and Champagn ; and | never tafted 
Englith beer and porter in greater perfection and abundance, Before dinner, even in 

. fhe Houfes of perfons of the firft diltinGtion, a fmall table is fpread in the corner of the 
drawing room, covered with plates of caviare, dried and pickled herrings, fmoked hant. 

~orfongue, bread, butter, and cheefe, together with bottles of different liqueurs; and 
few of. the company of either fex omitted a prelude‘of this kind to the main enter+ 
tainment. : 

‘This practice has induced many travellers to relate, that the Rufhans {wallow bowls 
of brandy before diuner, What are the ufages of the vulgar in this particuiar f cannot 
ditermine; but among the nobility I never obferved the leaft violation of extreme fo- 
riety 3 and this cuftoin of taking liquor before dinner, confidering; the extreme {mall- 
nefg of the ylafles, is an innocent refrefhment, and will not convey the faintett idea of 
excels. Indeed, the Ruffians in nowife differ from the French in this inltance, than in 
tilling a glals of /igueur before their repaft, which the French defer till after dinner. 
‘The ufual hour of dining is at three; and the entertainments are moltly regulated ac+ 
cording to the French ceremonial ; the wine is circulated during meals, and the difhes 
are no fooner removed than the company retire into another room, and are ferved with 
coffee. Nor do the gentlemen, asin England, continue wedded to. the bottle while the 
ladies withdraw into a feparate apartment. @ : 

Several of the nobility alfo receive company every evening in the moft eafy manner : 
the partis pfually meet at {cv.n, fome fit down to whift, macao, loo, and other games, 
fome converfe, others dance. ‘Amid the refrefhments tea is handed réund no lefs fre- 
quently thanin*Englaad. At ten fupper is brought in, and the party generally break 
up between eleven and twelve. It is no exaggeration to fay, that. @uring our continue 

~ ance in this city, not on. evenin: paffed but we had it in our power to attend an affem- 
bly of this fort; and had we a.ways frequcnted the fame, we fhould always have found 
lA a the 
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the greateft cordiality of reception. From thefe circumftances, perhaps no metropolis 
in Europe, excepting Vienna, is rendered more agreeable to foreigners than Peterf- 
burgh. : 

The houfes of the nobility are furnithed with great elegance ; and the fuite of apart. 
ments in which they receive company is uncommonly fplendid. They are fitted up in 
the ftyle of London and Paris, and the new fafhions make their appearance as foon as in 
thofe two capitals. 

Having, on a former occafion, defcribed the modes of falutation practifed by the pea. 
fants and common people; I fhall here mention thofe which I oblerved in ufe among 
perfons of higher rank, The gentlemen bow very low, and the ladies incline their 
heads initead of curtfying. Sometimes the gentlerien kifs the ladies’ hands as a mark 
of refpe&t, which is ufual in many countries: if the partics are well acquainted, or of 
equal condition, or if the lady means to pay a compliment, fhe falutes his cheek while 
he is kifling her hand. Frequently, while fhe ftoops to touch his cheek, he takes that 
‘opportunity of faluting her. I have often obferved this ceremony performed and ree 
peated, as well in the drawing-room at court, as at the different aifemblies, Hthe gen- 
tleman is a perfon of high rank, the lady offers firft to kifs his hand, which Hé‘pre- 
vents by faluting her cheek. The men, and particularly relations, exchange falutes 
in this manner, each kifling the other’s hand at the fame inftant, and afterwards their 
cheeks. : 

The Ruffians, in the ufual mode of addrefs, never prefix any title or appellation of 
refpect to their names; but perfons of all ranks,’ even thofe of the firft diftinGion, call 
each other by their chriftian names, to which they add a patronymic, Thefe patrony- 
mics are formed in fome cafes by adding Vitch * to the chriftian name of the father, in 
others by Of or Ef; the former applied only to perfons of condition, the latter to thofe- 
of inferior rank. Thus, 


; tbe poe } is Ivan the fon of Ivan. 


Peter Alexievitch 
Peter Alexeof 


} Peter the fon of Alexéy. 
The female patronymic is Efna or Ofna, as Sophia Alexefna, or Sophia the daughter of 
Alex¢y ; Maria Ivanofna, or Maria the daughter of Ivan. ; 

Great families are alfo in general diftinguifhed by a furname, as thofe of Romanof, 
Galitzin, and Sheremctof, 

‘Travellers who have experienced the great politenefs and tafte, which diftinguith the 
Roflian nobility, both in their entertainments and affemblics, muft be furprized to find, 
that {carcely fixty years ago Peter the Great + thought it neccflary to eftablith the follow. 
ing regulations by authority: 


Regulations for Affemblies at Leterfourg in 1719, 
“* Affembly is a French term, which cannot be rendered in Ruffian in one word: It 
fignifies a number of perfons meeting together, either for diverfion, or to talk-about 


their own affairs, Friends may fee each other on that-occafion to confer together on 
bufinels or other fubjeéts, to enquire after domeftic and foreign news, and {fo fo pafs 


* Vitch is the fame as our Fitz, as Fitzherbert, or the fon of Herberts 
t Perry’s State of Ruifla, vol. i, p. 186. Pe 


‘VOLe Viv 4s. = +iata 
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theittime. After what manner we will have thofe afflemblies kept, may be learned from 
what follows : ‘ 

«7, The perfon at whofe houfe the aflembly is to be in the evening, isto hang outa 
bill or other fign, to give notice to all perfons of either fex.— 2. ‘The affembly fhall not 
begin fooner than four or five in the afternoon, nor continue later than ten at night.— 
3. The mafter.of the houfe is not obliged to go and meet his guefts, to condact them 


out, or to entertain them ;. but though himfelf is exempt from waiting on them, he 
ought to find, chairs, candles, drink, and all the neceffaries atked for, as alfo to provide 
for. all forts of gaming, and what belongs thereto. — 4. No certain hour is fixed for any 
body’s coming or going ;, it is fuflicient if one makes his appearance in the aflembly.— 
g. It is left to every one’s liberty to fit, walk, or play, jult as he likes; nor fhall any 
body hinder him, or take exception at what he does, on pain of emptying the Great 
Eagle (a bowl filled with wine or brandy). As for the reft, it is enough to falute at 
coming and going, — 6. Perfons of rank, as for inftance, noblemen, fuperior officers, 
likewife merchants of note, and head-matters, (by which are underftood fhip-builders,) 
perfons employed in the Chancery, and their wives and children, fhall have liberty of 
frequenting the affemblies. — 7. A_ particular place fhall -be affigned to the footmen, 
(thofe of the houfe excepted,) that there may be fufficient room in the apartments de-. * 
figned for the affembly.” 
~The Englith merchants live in a focial and even fplendid manner. Befides conftant 
meetings at their refpective houfes, they have once a fortnight a regular aflembly to 
which they obligingly invite all their countrymen who happen to be at Peterfburgh, and 
occafionally fome Ruffian ladies. There is a ball, cards, and fupper; twelve or four- 
| teen couple ufually dance at thefe meetings, which are perfectly cheerful and agreeable. 

‘A traveller who frequents the houfes of the Ruffian nobility will be ftruck with the 
variety of complexions and faces which are obfervable among the retainers and fervants; 
Ruffians, Fins, Laplanders, Georgians, Circaffians, Poles, Tartars, and Calmucs. He 
will be no lefs furprifed on being informed, that many of the fervants, who belong to 
the Englith and other foreigners, are Mahometans, of whom numerous colonies are {till 
refident in this vaft empire. 


Fortrefs of Peterfourgh.—Cathedral of St. Peter and Paul.—Tomb of Peter the Great, 
and the fuccceding Sovereigns. — Mint.—Hiftory of the Boat called The Little Grandfire, 
which gave rife to the Ruffian Navy on the Black Sea. 


THE origin of the fortrefs, which occafioned the foundation of this capital, has been 
related in the general defcription of Peterfburgh. Maflive walls of brick, faced with 
hewn granite, and ftrengthened with five baftions, encircle a {mall ifland not more than 
half a mile in circumference, formed by the Great and Little Neva. Within the Go- 
yernor’s houfe are barracks for a {mall garrifon, feveral wards ufed as a common jail, 
and dungeons for the confinement of ftate prifoners. 

In the centre ftands the cathedral of St. Peter and Paul, in a different ftyle of archi- 
teGture from that ufually employed in the conftrudtion of churches for the fervice of the 
Greek religion. Inftead of domes, it is furmounted with a fpire of copper gilt, two 
hundred and forty feet in height. ‘The interior decorations are more elegant and lefs 
gaudy than thofe in the churches of Novogorod and Mofcow, and the paintings are 
executed in the modern ftyle of the Italian ichool. 


tn 
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In this cathedral are depofited the remains of Peter the Great, and of all-the faccef- 
five fovereigns, excepting thofe of Peter II. buried at Mofcow, and of the-tate’ unfortu- 
nate Peter III. * interred in the convent of St. Alexander Neviki. ‘The tombs are-of 
marble, in the fhape of a {quare coffin ; and one excepted, have infcriptions in the Ruf 
fian tongue: when I faw them, they were covered with gold brocade, bordered. with 
filver lace and ermine. 

I viewed, not without peculiar veneration and awe, the fepulchre which contains the 
body of Peter I.; the fternnefs, or rather the ferocity of whofe difpofition, neither {pared 
age nor fex, nor the deareft conneétions ; and who yet, with a ftrong degree of com- 
punction, was accuftomed to fay, “I can reform my people, but I cannot reform my- 
felf.” AT royal hiftorian has jultly obferved of Peter, that he redeemed the cruelties 
of a tyrant by the virtues of a logiflator. We mutt readily allow that he confiderably 
reformed and civilized his fubje 288; that-he created a navy, and new-modelled his army ; 
that he encouraged the arts 4nd {ciences, promoted agriculture and commerce, and laid 
the foundation of Ruffian grandeur. But, inftead of exclaiming in the l.nguage of © 
panegyric, 


Erubefce, ars! Hie vir maximus tibi nihil debuit : 
Exulta, natura!’ Hoe ftupendium tuum eft *: 


we may, on the contrary, venture to regret that he was not favght the leffons of humanity 
that his fublime but unruly genius was not controuled and improved by proper culture 3 
nor his favage nature corrected and foftened by the refinements of art. And if Peter failed 
in enlightening the mafs of his fubjects equal to his withes, the failure was occafioned 
by his own precipitate temper, by the chimerical idea of introducing the arts and {ci- 
ences by force, and of performing in a moment what can only be the gradual work of 
time; by vee the eftablifhed cuftoms of his people, and in contradiétion to the 
didtates of found policy, requiring an immediate facrifice of prejudices fangtified by ages. 
Tn a word, his failure was the failure of a faperior genius wandering without a guide; 
and the greateft eulogium we can juftly offer to his extraordinary: character, is to allow 
that his virtues were his own, and his defeéts thole of education and country. Peter 
the Great was born at Mofcow on the 30th of May, 1672, and died at Peterfburgh on 
the 28th of January, 1725, in the fifty-third of his age, and in the forty- foyrth of a 
glorious reign. 

I obferved near the tomb of Peter fome Turkith colours: they were taken in the 
naval engagement of Tchefme, difplayed during a folemn proccffion, and placed by 
the hand of the Emprefs, at the tomb of the Sovereign who founded the Ruflian navy, 





® Catherine the Secohd was interred in this cathedral. On the acceffion of Paul, the remains of his 
father Peter the Third were removed from the church of the monaflery, and after lying i in flate, interred with 
regal pomp in the cathedral, in the fame fepulchre as the body of Catharine the Second. By order of the 
new Emperor, Count Alexey Orlof, and Prince Baratynfki, to whom the death of Peter the Third was 
attributed, were tlationed on each fide of the body while it Jay in flate, and compelled to follow the funeral 
proceffion. 

+ Pierre I. mournt dans ces circonftances, laiffant dans Je monde pltitét la reputation d’un homnic extra- 
ordinaire, que d’un grand homme, & couwrant les crucutes d’un Tiran des verius d'un legiflateur, Hilt. de la 
Mallon de ‘Brandebourg. 


t Blufhart ! this hero owed thee nothing. 
Exult nature! for this prodigy is all thy own. 
See Gordon’s Life of Peter. Vol. TL. 


48 2 - Near 
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Near the afhes of Peter are depofited thofe of his fecond wife and fucceffor Catha- 
rine I., the beautiful Livonian, who, by a train of fingular events, was exalted from a 
cottage to unbounded fovereignty *. < : 

In the vault of this church, but without tomb or infeription, lies Alexdy, fon of Pe- 
ter I., who fell a facrifice to the arts of the defigning Mentchikof, and to the refentment. 
of an inhuman, though perhaps jultly offended father. The recollection of his fate 
makes a {trong impreflion on a feeling mind, and ‘mult fill more forcibly flrike a fub- 
jet of the Britifh empire ; where will is not law, where the heir apparent is as fecure 
as the fovereign himfelf, and where the right of fucceflion f{tands irrevocable, not to be 
altered by the caprice or jealoufy of a reigning monarch. ‘The fpeculative theorift may 
indeed argue for Peter, that a power ought to be velted in the fovercien to exclude an 
unworthy fucceffor. But, in cilect, this is rendering the fate of a whole empire de- 
pendent upon the will of one perfon, who, during his life, may change his heir as of 
as he changes his opinion; or who, like Peter, may expire without nominating his fuc- 
ceffor, and leave the throne open to every claimant who can fecure the concurrence of 
thearmy. ‘The exclufion of Alexéy, the decree t fubfequent to his death, and the un- 
fettled ideas concerning the right of fucceffion introduced by that fatal mandate, .oc 
cafioned frequent revolutions in the government; and the difpofal of the feeptre has 
depended on the regiments of guards ftationed in the capital. ‘he re-eltablifhment of 

- hereditary right, therefore, may be juftly clafled among the foremoft of thofe excellent 
regulations which diftinguifh the reign of Catharine the Second. . 

In the fame vault, which contains the body of the unfortunate Alexéy, is placed that 
of Charlotte Chriftina Sophia, Princefs of Brunfwick, his no lefs unfortunate wife, whofe 
fate is more afflicting, becaufe fhe deferved it lefs. She was born in 16943 married 
the Tzarovitch in 1711, aud died on the firft of November, 1715, partly of a broken 
heart occafioned by her hufband’s ill-treatment, and partly by the coniequences of her 
delivery of Peter H. { 

Among the imperial fepulchres is that of Anne of Holitein, eldeft daughter of Peter 
and Catharine, who, though far more deferving of notice, is lefs known than her filter 
the Emprefs Elizabeth, becaufe her virtues were not ennobled by a diadem. Anne is 
deferibed as a Princefs of majeftic form and expreflive features, of an excellent and im. 
proved underftanding, and of irreproachable morals. While fhe was very young, 
Count Apraxin, a Ruilian nobleman, paid lis addrefles to her, but was rejected with 
fcorn. Not daunted with this repulfe, he continued his courtfhip, and finding her one 
day alone, threw himfelf at ker feet, offered his fword, and entreated her to put an end 
to his Ife and mifery. ‘ Give me the fword,” faid the Princefs, ftretching out he 
hand, ‘ you fhall fee that the daughter of your Emperor has flrength and fpirit fufficient 
to rid herielf of a wretch that infults her.” ‘The Count, apprehenfive that the might 
execute her threat, withdrew the fword, and demanded inftant pardon; and, as ‘the 
Princefs told the ftory with great humour, became the derifion of the court §. 













* Sce an account of Catharine I. in chap, viit. of this book. 

+ * In the month of February, 1722, a proclamation was made by the found of trumpet, requiring 
every natural-born fubject of the Ruffian emprre, ard all foreigners then refiding there, to fwear and fign 
an oath, ‘that they will acknowledge, as fucceffor to the empire, the perfon whom His Majefty fhall no- 
minate for their fovereign, after his death.” This order ftruck a damp on the {pirits of every body, when 
they reflected on the undoubted title of the young Prince Peter, His Majefty’s grandfon, and only remaia- 
ing heir of the imperial family.”" Bruce’s Memoirs, p. 226. 

+ See an account of this Princefs in chap. viii. of this book. § Baflewitz, 371. 
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Anne efpoufed, in 1725,-Charles Frederick, Duke of Holftein-Gottorp, to whom the 
had been long betrothed. Bred up with the expeétation of two crowns *, fhe was dif- 
appointed of both ; nominated by her mother, Catharine I., one of the council of re- 
gency during the minority of Peter II.; excluded from that council after once taking 
her feat, by the defpotifm of Prince Mentchikof, whom fhe herfelf had promoted with 
all her influence; driven from Ruflia by the mandate of that arrogant minifter, fhe 
retired with her hufband to Kic!, where fhe died in 1728, in the twenty-fecond year of 
her age, leaving one fon, the unfortunate Peter III. : : 

Her coufin, the Emprefs Anne, fecond daughter of Ivan Alexievitch, is interred in 
the fame cathedral. She was widow of the Duke of Courland, and refided at Mittay, 
when fhe was unexpectedly called to take pofleffion. of the empire. On the death of 
Peter IL. without ifue, the fceptre, according to Catharine’s will, ought to have reverted 
to her grandfon, afterwards Peter IIL, fon of: Anne of Holftein; butas hereditary right 
was abolifhed by Peter’s decree, and no fucceffor appointed by Peter IL, a privy coun- 
cil of feven nobles, in whom the regal power was velted at the déceafe of the Emperor, 
formed a plan for limiting the prerogative of the crown, leaving the title and pomp of 
royalty to the reigning monarch, but referving to themfelves the fupreme authority. 
Having drawn up certain conditions for the ratification of the future fovereign, they 
_chofe the Princefs Anne, in preference to the family of Peter the Great, and to her el- 
deft fifter Catharine of Mecklenburgh, becaufe having no legal claim, fhe would more 
readily agree to the terms which might fecure her the fucceffion. Anne figned the 
aydcles without heMtation, only for the purpofe of breaking them, and had fearcely 
arrived at Moicow before the was enabled, by the affiftance of the guards, to annul the 
ad of renunciation, ‘to diflolve the privy council itfelf, and to re-aume the imperial 


* Thofe of Sweden and Rufia; the former by marriage, and the latter by her father’s nomination. 

With refpceet to the crown of Sweden, her huiband, the only fon of Hedwige, eldeit filter of Charles XIT, 
was undoubted heir of the Swedith crown, but was fet afide by the Swedes, who preferred Ulrica E:teonora, 
Charles’s youngeft filter. See Genealogical table of the Houfe of Vafa, and the chapter on the death of 
Charles XUL., beth in the fourth volume. . 

As to her expectations of the Ruffian crown, PBaflevitz, her hufband’s minifter, pofitively aflerts, that 
Peter I. had formed the refolution of raifing her tothe throne.  C’étoit dans les mains de cetce Princefle, 
gue Pierre le Grand fouhaitoit de voir pafier fon fceptre.”’? Buf. Hif. Mag. ix. p. 371. 

A fhort time before his latt iHnefs, be explained to her and the Duke of Hollitein the fyftem he had pur- 
fued during his reign, and iskruted them in the details of government. While he lay upon his death-bed, 
having recovered his undefftanding by a momentary intermiliion of the deliriuin, (fee chap. viii, on Catha- 
rine I.) he called for Anne to dictate bis laf fentiments, bat upon her arrival he relapfed into his foriner 
flate of infenfibility. Ibid. p. 372. 

It alfo appears, from Sir Luke Schaube’s difpatches, in the poffeffion of the Earl of Hardwicke, that 
Peter had even taken fome fteps towards fettling the crown upon his daughter “nue. 

“© Le Cardinal [Dubois] ne paroit guere touché de Vinjuilice qui feroit faite au fils du Czarowitz; et il 
dit, que tile Czar regleroit la fucceffien en faveur de fa fille, il faudioit bien que ceux qui veudroient fe lier avee 
lui de fon vivant, promiffent de la maintenir apres fa mort, apres laquelle toutefois il arriveroit vrayfembla- 
blement de cette difpofition comme fi elie n’avoit jamais exilté.”” Sir Luke Schaube to Lord Cartcret, 
Paris, Jan. 20, 5722. 

“ Ce que les miniftres Mofcovites difoient au Monf. de Campredon que Je Czar voulut fe procurer une 
garantie pour la fucceffion a fes ctats de la maniere qwil fe propofe de l’etablir, paroit fort fiogulier, &c. Par 
rapport a Pexclufion de fon petits-fils en faveur de fa fille fans marquer en méme temps a quel Prince il la deftine’? 
Lord Carteret to Cardinal Dubois, Paris, Jan. 1721-2. 

The decree which he iffued in February 1722, feemed a prelude to this appointment, which was probably 
prevented by the fuddennefs of his death. . 

Catharine I. was no lefs inclined to appoint Anne her fucceffor, and a ftrong party was formed in her 
favour; but that Emprefs was prevented from following her inclinations in this inftance by the fhortnefs of 
her reign, and the danger of excluding Peter Alexievitch ; who, as the grandfon of Peter the Great, was 
fepported by a fill more powerful party, 
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authority in as unlimited a form,zas had ever Keen enjoyed by any‘of her predeceffors. 

This Emprefs refigned herfelf implicitly to the direction of Biren, a native of Courland, 

who rofe from the loweft extraction, and regulated all her councils ‘with the moft arbi. 

trary fway. Anne has generally been cenfured for her feverity, and is faid to have 

ruled the Ruffians with the knoot in her hand ; but the cruelties which tarnifhed her 

teign, mutt be attributed to the brutal temper of Biren. .: The Emprefs herfelf was of 
a humane difpafition : fhe frequently oppofed the fanguinary meafures of her favourite, 

and in vain endeavoured to foften his mercilefs difpofition, by fubmitting to intreaties, 

and interceding even with tears, for the unfortunate objects of his refentment *. But, . 
in effect, the fovereign who permits cruelties is, and ought to be, equally guilty in the 

eyes of the world with the fovereign who commands them ; and pofterity juftly imputes 

to the miftrefs the vices of the fervant, who is uncontrouled in his abufe of powers 

Anne died on the 17th of O@ober 17.40, after nominating for her fucceffor her ne» 

phew Ivan, then an infant ; with a view of prolonging the reign of Biren, whom fhe. 
appointed regent during the minority. : 

Viewing the tomb of Elizabeth, I recolleéted the motley character of that indolent 
and voluptuous Emprefs, who, by the revolution of 1741, renewed in her-perfon the 
line of Peter the Great upon the throne of Ruffia. Elizabeth was born. in 1709, 
and, when arrived at years of maturity, was extremely admired for her perfonal at- 
tractions. 

Her beauty, as well as rank and large dowry, occafioned feveral offers, none of which 
were accepted, and fhe died fingle. During the reign‘of herfather, a negociation had 
commenced for her marriage with Louis KV., By the will of Catharine, Elizabeth was 
betrothed to Charles Auguftus, bifhop of Lubeck, and brother of Adoiphus Frederic, 
King of Sweden; but he died before the completion of the ceremony. In the reign of 
Peter II., fhe was demanded by Charles, Margrave of Anfpach ; in 1741, by the Perfian 
tyrant Kouli Khan ;, and at the time of the revolution, the regent Anne endeavoured to 
force her to efpoufe Prince Louis of Brunfwick t. From the period of her acceffion fhe 
renounced all thoughts of the connubial ftate, and adopted her ncphew Peter. Her 
diflike to marriage, however, did not- proceed from any difinclination to man ; for fhe 
freely owned to her confidents, that fhe was never happy but when in lovef, if we 
may dignify by that name a capricious paflion ever changing its object. The fame cha- 
ra¢teriftic warmth of temper hurried her no lefs to the extremes of devotion: fhe was 
{crupuloufly exaGt in her annual confeflions of the wanderings of her heart, in expref- 
fing the utmoft contrition, and in punétually adhering to the minuteft ceremonies and 
ordinances of the church, : 

With refpe& to her difpofition, fhe is generally ftyled the humane Elizabeth, as 
fhe made a vow never to infli& any capital punifhments § during her reign; and is 


* © Jai été prefént,” writes Count Munic.  lorfque Pimpératrice pleuroit 4 chandes larmes fur ce que 
Biron falminoit & menacoit de ne vouloir plusfervir fi Pimpératrice ne facrifioit Volinflki & ainfi des autres.” 
Ebauche, &c. p. 119. ‘ 

Mrs Vigor fays of her, “ I have often feen her melt into tears at a melancholy ftory, and fhe fhews fuch 
unaffe&ed horror at any mark of cruelty, that her mind to me feems to be compofed of the moft amiable 
qualities that I have ever obferved in any one perfon; which feems a particular mark of the goodnefs of 
Providence, as fhe is poffeffed of fuch power.” Letters from Ruffia, p. &9. 

+ See Manftein’s Memoirs, p. 25. 285. 309. ae . 

£ Elle étoit voluptueufe a excés, née de fang voluptueux, & elle difoit fouvent 4 fes confidentes, qu’elle 
n’étoit contente que tant qu’elle étoit amoureule; mais elle étoit avec cela fort inconitante & changeoit 
fouvent de favoris ” Ebauche, p. 170. ; Z 

& See Remarks on her cel brated edi€t, which abolifhed capital punifhments, in the chapter on the Penal 
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reported to have ‘hed tears upon the news of vi€tories gained by her troops, from the 
refle€tion. that they were not obtained without great bloodfhed. But although no 
criminal.was executed in public, yet the ftate prifons were filled with wretched fuf- 
ferers, many of whom, unheard of and unknown, perifhed in damp and unwholefome 
dungeons: the ftate inquifition, or fecret committee, appointed to judge perfons fuf- 
pected of high treafon, ‘had. con{tant occupation during her reign ; many upon the 
flighteft furmifes were tortured in fecret; many underwent the knoot, and expired 
under the infliétion. But the tranfa€ion which refleéts the higheft difgrace on her 
reign, was the public punifhment of two ladies of fafhion, countefles Beftuchef and 
Lapookin: each received fifty {trokes of the knoot in the open fquare of Peterfburgh 5 
their tongues were cut out, and they were banifhed into Siberia. One of thefe ladies, 
Madame Lapookin, efteemed the handfomeft woman in Ruffia, was accufed of hold- 
ing fecret correfpondence with the French ambaflador ; but her real crime was having 
commented too freely on the Emprefs’s amours. Even the mere relation of fuch an 
affecting fcene, as that of a woman of great beauty and high rank publicly fcourged 
by the common executioner, mutt excite the {trongeft emotions of horror, and forbid 
us to venerate the memory of a princefs, who, with fuch little regard to-her own fex, 
could iffue thofe barbarous commands. But let us lament the inconfiftency of 
human nature; and in confidering the character of Elizabeth, let us not deny that her 
heart, perhaps naturally benevolent, was occafionally corrupted by power, and fteeled 
with fufpicion; that although mercy might predominate whenever it did not interfere 
with her pailions and prejudices, yet fhe by no means deferves the appellation of hu- 
mane, the moft noble * attribute of a fovereign, when it interpofes to temper the’ 
feverity of juftice. Elizabeth died in 1761, in the twenty-firt year of her reign, and 

in the fifty-third of her age: fhe expired in December, the fame month in which fhe 
was born, and in which fhe acceded to the throne. ; 

_ Inthe fortrefs is a fmall arfenal, which among other military ftores, contains fome 
cannon, caft in the middle of the fixteenth century, under the reign of Ivan Vaffi- 
lievitch I. I had occafion to mention in a former chapter, that the art of cafting can- 
non was introduced into Ruffia under Ivan Vaflilievitch I. by Ariftotle of Bologna. 
Ivan II. did not fail to imitate the example of his grandfather in procuring, by means 
of foreign artifts, the beft artillery 3 and to this judicious policy both monarchs were 
chiefly indebted for their fucceffes in war, and for the conquelt of feveral provinces,. 
which they annexed to their hereditary dominions. 

In a feparate building of the fortrels is the mint. The gold and filver are fent from 
the mines of Siberia, and the metals are refined in this laboratory. We furveyed the 
whole procefs from the firft melting of the ore to the coming. Among the filver we 
obferved a large quantity of Dutch dollars, which were melting to be recoined in 
roubles. Peter I. wanting filver for the new coinage, iflued a decree, that all the 
cuftoms fhould be paid in Dutch dollars: at prefent half the-duties are ftill difcharged 
in that money by all foreign merchants, excepting the Englifh, who are exempted by 
treaty. But as the gold and filver obtained from the mines of Siberia, with the ad- 
dition of the dollars, are by no means fufficient for the circulation, a confiderable 
quantity of both metals is annually imported. The coinage, in its prefent debafed 


* [was informed from undoubted authority, that it was impoffible to obtain Elizabeth’s confent for 
the execution of a felon who had even committed the moft horrid f{pecies of premeditated murder, and 
that the mafter of the police ufed fecretly to order the executioner to knoot to death thofe delinquents 
who were found guilty of the moft atrocious crimes. It is a pity the did not referve her humanity, 


which in this inftance was cruelty to her people, for more refpeCtable objeGs. & 
ate, 
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_ flate, mult be very advantageous, as in the gold there is fo much alloy, that a profit of 
‘48 per cent. is gained, and inthe filver“of 37 *,. This ftate of the coinage renders 
ufelefs the prohibition again{t the exportation, and produces the mifchievous effet of 
promoting the contraband introduction of falfe coin from foreign countries. ; 

Among the remarkable objects in the mint, the machine for ftamping the coin de- 
ferves to be mentioned ; becaufe it was invented by Her prefent Majefty, and is ef 
-teemed an ingenious and fimple picce of mechanifm. ; 

Within the fortrefs is a four-oared boat, fecured with great veneration, in a brick 
building, and preferved as a memorial to future ages, of its being the origin of the 
Ruffian fleet. Peter I. ufed to call it the Little Grandjire, and, in ‘the latter part of 
his reign, ordered it to be-tranfported to Peterfburgh: it was conduéted in folemn 
proceffion, to excite the admiration of the people, and expofed to vicw that they might 
compare the former condition of the marine, with the improved ftate in which he left 
it. The hiftory of this little boat is worthy of notice; not only as it comprehends 
the firft rife of the navy, but becaufe, during the courfe of the narrative, I fhall be 
enabled to point out fundry errors advanced by feveral hiftorians of Peter the Great. 

There is not the leaft foundation for the report-that Peter was naturally afraid of 
the water, and had the utmoft difficulty in furmounting this averfion : on the contrary, 
he always exprefled a {trong attachment to that element. ‘The boat, which has given 
rife to this detail, was conftructed during the reign.of Alexéy Michaelovitch, by Kar- 
ftens Brandt, a Dutch fhipwright, whom Alexcy Michaelovitch invited into Ruffia. 
Peter, about the year 1691, accidentally fecing this boat at a village near Mofcow, 
inquired of Timmerman, who taught him fortification, why it was built in a different 
manner from other veffels? ‘Timmerman replied, it was a veffel contrived to fail 
again{t the wind. Peter’s curiofity was roufed by this intelligence, and Brandt being 
inftantly f{ummoned, repaired it without delay, provided a maftand rigging, and, having 
launched it upon the Yaufa, failed in it, to the furprize and aftonifhment of the young 
Tzar, who immediately embarked, and, under the direction of Brandt, foon learned 
the management of the veflel. : 

Having repeated thefe experiments upon the Yaufa, as well as upon a neighbouring 
lake, he ordered Brandt to build a yatcht | upon the banks of the Mofkva, which was 
Jaunched in 1691 ; and in which Peter failed as far as Columna. Animated with the 
fuccefs of this expedition, he commanded the fame fhipwright to conftrué, upon the 
lake of Periflaf, feveral {mall veffels carrying guns; in which the Tzar failed on the 
Sth of February, the 3d of March, and the sth of April, of the following year. On 
the firft of May another veflel was launched, and on the oth Peter returned to Mofcow. 
The death of Brandt fecms to have interrupted the increafe of this little flect ; but did 
not prevent Peter from continuing his expeditions on the lake. Some extracis, from 


General Gordon’s ¢ Journal, will fhow the eagernefs with which the young monarch 
purfued 


* See Effai fur le commerce de Ruflie, c. x. where the reader will find an accurate flate of the Raffian 
coinage, in which the difference of the prefent money from that of the former reigns is laid down, as I 
was informed from good authority, with great exa€inefs, p. 254, 255- 2 

+ From hence’l follow implicitly Moller’s Extraéts from General Gardon’s Journal. 

+ General Gordon, a native of Scotland, was born in 1635: having ferved with glory in the Swe. 
ih and Polith armies, he entered iuto the Ruffian fervice in 1661, in which he continued to the end of 
his life. His journal, in the Englith tongue, is now in the archives at Mofcow, and has never been printed, 
Muller, who made great ufe of it in feveral of his works, propofed to extraét and publith all the circum. 
ftances relating to Ruffia; but, to the great regret of all lovers of hiftory, has been prevented by 


ether occupations from carrying his delign into execution. I find, from Bachmeifter’s Rui, Be 
S ‘ or 
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purfued his new occupation: whén fach trifling incidents as weighing anchor, and 
failing acrofs*a lake, are circumftantially.zecorded. F 

“ Gordon went onthe 11th of Au to Pereflaf; and on the 14th was, entertained 
in due form and ceremony on board of the @mival’s * thip. Onthe 18th,” he adds, 
“¢ wefailed from one fide of the lake to the oppofite bgnk; on the 21ft we got under 
weigh, and failed to the other fide, where we again came to an anchor; on.the 24th ~ 
Gordon atténded the ‘Tzar on fhip-board; on the 28th we departed from Perefaf, 


and on the 31{ reaci<d At ”? But as the limits of a lake were too confined for 
the rifing ambition c: the V 








*, be hurried to Archangel, where he arrived in the month 
of June, 1693. “ On the t7th,” fays Gordon, “ the polt brought the news that the 
zar had been wpon the White Sea, and was happily arrived into port, and onthe 1ith 
of O&tober he came back to Mofeow. In the beginning of May, 1694, he returned to 
‘Archangel, and continued in thofe parts until September; during which time he made 
frequent expeditions upon the fea, and improved his knowledge of navigation,” 

Thefe little sdventures, which feemed mere youthful amufements, were productive 
of the moft ious event that diflinguifhed his reign, Peter, in the campaign of 1695. 
againft the ‘Lurks, befieging Azof, found it impofhble to take the town without block~ 
ing up the harbour; and as he did not poffefs one fhip, was compelled to raife the 
lege. 

f is fpirit excited, rather than damped, by this difappointment, he gave orders for 
the immediate conftruction of feveral veffels: fome were framed at Occa, and tranf- 
ported over land to the Don; but the greater part were built at Veronetz. In lefs 
than a year he renewed the fiege of Azof, and brought before it, to the furprize of 
the Turks, two men of war, twenty-three gallies, two galleots, and four fire-fhips f. 
With this little fquadron, which failed down the Don into the Black Sea, he blockaded 
the harbour, gained a victory over the Turkifh gallies, and took Azof. He fignalized 
this wonderful event by a triumphal entry into Mofcow, and by a medal. reprefenting 
the capture of Azof, with a motto in Ruflian, ‘ Victor by thunder and the waves.” 
This fuccefs was the prelude to ftill greater atchievements ; and as the fecurity of his 
new conquefts upon the Black Sea depended upon a powerful navy, he collected from 
all quarters the moft expert thip-builders, and fuperinteded the neceflary preparations.at 
Voronetz, Azof, and Taganroc. In 1699, foon after his return from his firft expe- 
dition into foreign parts, he was prefent at a naval review upon the Black Sea, in 
which ten frigates were engaged, the largeft carrying fifty, the fmalleft twenty-fix 
gunst; and the Ruffian navy, in the harbours of the Euxine, conftruGted and upon 
the ftocks, is defcribed as confifting of nine fhips of fixty guns, ten of fifty, ten of 











for 1782, that a German tranfiation of it is given in Part iv. of the Journal of St. Peterfburgh for 1782, 
which I have not yet feen. 

Gordon died in 1699, much regretted by the Tzar, and, to ufe the words of his relation, « His 
Majefty vifited him five times during his illnefs, was prefent the moment he expired, and fhut his eyes 
with his own hand.”? The fame author alfo fays of him, greatly to his honour, ‘ General Gordon 
was a fober man, in a country where drinking is much in fafhion; and though he ufed to be much in 
the Tzar’s company, His Majeity, knowing his inclinations, would never allow him to be urged. He 
was ever mindful of his bufinefs, and did great fervice to the Ruffian nation.” Gordon’s Hilt. of Peter 
the Great, vol, i. p. 137, 138- 3 ¥ 
' * Muller conjeétures that Le Fort was the admiral of this Hitle fquadron. 

+ &.R.G. vol. ii. p. 226. t Ib p. 184. 


VOL, Vie ; 4T forty. 
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forty-cight, two of forty-two, fourteen of thirty-four, two of thirty-two, three of thirty, 
one of twenty-fix, one of twenty-four, four of-eighteen, three of fourteen, and four of 
‘eight guns; befide eighteen triremes,,.one hundred brigantines, and three hundred | 
boats in the Dnieper. ‘This ftupendous account would be incredible were it not recorded — 
by the feeretary * to the Auftrian embafly, then refident at Mofcow ; itis fcarcely pa- 
rallelled- by the naval exertions of the Romans in the firft Punic war. The rapidity 
with which Peter created his fleet for the Black Sea, was equalled by fimilar exertions 
upon the Baltic, after the acguifition of Cronfladt and the foundation of Peterfburgh. 
But to return to the boat which occafioned this digreffion, and which gave rife to 
the Ruffian navy. la 1723, at the lof of the Perfian expedition, it was tranfported 
from Mofcow to the new metropolis, an] Peter gave a public entertainment, which was 
called the Cox Little Grandfire. ‘Viwenty-feven men of war, being ranged 
at Cronfladt in the form of a crefcent, the Emperor embarked in this boat, himfelf 
fteering, while three Admirals and Prince Mentchikof perforated the office of rowers : 
being then towed by two floops, it made a fall circuit in the Gulf: and, returning by 
the fleet, the fhips itruck their flags, and faluted with all their guns; while the Lit/e 
Grandfire returned each falute by a difcharge of three fmall pieces, It was then 
brought inio the harbour, and furrounded by the men of war. A few days afterwards 
the Little Grandfire was conveyed to St. Peterfburgh, and jits arrival folemnized 
by a mafquerade upon the watert. This memorable boat, freighted with the 
Emperor, proceeded to the fortrefs, and was conducted, under the difcharge 
of all the artillery, to the place where it now remains enfhrined as a memorial to 
polterity. : ; “ 
From the fortrefs we took water, and landed at an adjacent {pot in the ifland of Pe- 
terfburgh, near a wooden hovel, remarkable as the habitation of Peter the Great, 
while the fortrefs was conftru€ting. It {till remains in its original ftate, and ftands under 
abrick building, ereéted to preferve it from deftruction. The houfe is a ground floor, 
. with only three rooms, which I had the curiofity to meafure. They are but eight feet 
in height; the apartment for the reception of company is fifteen feet fquare; the din- 
ing-room fifteen by twelve,-and the bed-chamber ten. Near this houfe is another four. 
oared boat, the work of Peter’s own hands, which has been erroneoufly called the Little 
- Grandfire. ; 


























Cuap. Vi—Congelation of Quickfiluer—Dr. Guthrie’s Experiments to afcertain the 
freezing Point of Mercury, andto prove that the Purity or Impurity of the Mercury, by 
no means affecls the Congelation. 


AS the curious experiment of freezing quickfilver was firft made at Peterfburgh by 
Profeflor Braun, I was defirous of witneffing the repetition of the fame procefs; partis 
cularly as many doubts were entertained by feveral philofophers, concerning the real 
congelation of pure quickfilver, and I had frequent opportunities of feeing this phano- 
menon during a feries of experiments by Dr. Guthrie, phyficiaa to the Imperial Corps of 
Cadets. 


* Korb Diarium, The reader will find, in p. 236, a catalogue of the names of all thefe veflels, toge+ 
ther with the breadth, length, depth, number of guns, and complement of men, See alfo Le Bruyn’s 
"Travels, vol. i. p. 62. ‘ : 


Confett’s prefent State of Ruffia, p. 218, 
P p, 
: Having 
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Having inferted a tube containing quickfilver in a mixture of fnow and fpirit of nitre, 
he took it out in ten minutes, placedit-in a fecond mixture, and in five minutes the 
quickfilver was congealed. ‘The tube being broken, the quickfilver appeared in a folid 
mafs like a ball of filver, and being ftruck witha hammer was flattened into twice its ex- 
tenfion before it liquified. : ; : 

But the hammer being much warmer than the frozen quickfilver, melted the parts 
which it touched, feeming to have the fame effect upon the mercury as a warm iron 
upon wax; I defired, therefore, Dr. Guthrie to place the hammer alfo in the freezing 
mixture, fo as to acquire the fame degree of cold as the frozen quickfilver. Another 
portion of quickfilver being congealed by the fame procels, I took out the hammer, and 
flruck the folid mafs of quickfilver; it refifted the itroke, and yielded a dead found like 
lead ; I ftruck it again, and made a finall dent, a third time, and made a larger dent, 
until it gradually extended and flattened under the hammer, feparated like an amalgama 
of the confiftence of clreefé;"and foon liquefied. 

To me the congelation of quickfilver was a matter of mere curiofity ; yet the doctor’s 
experiments tended not only to prove its abfolute congelation, but likewife to afcertain 
the freezing point ; and fhew that the purity or impurity of the mercury did not affee 
the fuccefs cf the experiment. 

As the fubjeét is extremely curious, and rendered ftill more interefting by the able 
treatife publifhed by Sir Charles Blagden, in the Philofophical Tianfaétions, | fhallinferta 
fummary account of the experiments and obfervations communicated by Dr. Gutlirie, 
and fhall only add that I was witnefs to moft of the experiments. 

“ Mr, Jofeph Adam Braun, Profeffor of the Imperial Academy of Sciences of St, 
Peterfburgh, difcovered, in December 1759, that mercury might be rendered folid by 
means of artificial cold, and it has been fince congealed in fevere winters by the cold of 
the atmofphere in the northern countries of both the old and new continent. 

This congelation of mercury by the natural cold, renders the knowledge of its 
freezing point a matter of great importance to the natural hiftory of the earth as well 
as of inan; as by determining the degree of cold neceffary to effec this phenomenon, 
we fhall be able to eftimate the real ‘degree of cold in the countries near the poles, and 
confequently the power inherent in living animals to’refift it. Until lately our ideas on 
this fubje& were confufed and erroneous. ‘The e&periments and obfervations of the 
moft able naturaliftsin Europe and Ameiica were only of partial ufe to natural hiftory 
and phyfics, by placing mercury amoneft the malleable metals, and by demonttrating 
that there is nothing effentially fluid in its nature, but that it is a metal which meits with. 
a lefs degree of heat than the others. 

“ Still the philofopher was not informed what reliance he could piace on the mercurial 
thermometer towards determining the cold of climates; as the motions of the quickfilver’ 
appeared by thofe very experiments extremely irregular in the lower parts of the {cale, 
falling many degrees in an inftant, and after defcending below a certain point, finking 
fuddenly into the bulb, and thereby feeming to indicate that the animals of-the northern 
countries could refift the aétion of cold fome hundred degrees below the freezing point 
of water. This {uppofition ftaggered the faith of many philofophers, and made them 
anxious that the matter fhould be more fully inveftigated. Accordingly the Royal So- 
ciety of London defired its members refiding in cold countrics, to turn their attention 
towards determining the point of congelation of mercury, and remark the defcent of 
the mercury in the thermometer during the procefs from the freezing point of water to 
that of mercury, in order to form a jufter notion of its real. contraGtion. But new light 

4 7T 2 was 
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_ was lately thrown upon the fubjeét, by a courfe of experiments made at the defire of 
- the Royal Soéiety, by Mr. Hutchins; Governor of Hudfon’s Bay, who. received excel- 
Jent inftructions from Mr. Cavendifh, and Dr. Black, profeffor of chymiftry in the uni- 
verfity of Edinburgh. Thefe directions, and an apparatus made in London, enabled 
’ the Governor to perceive, that the fudden and confiderable defcent which takes place in 
the lower parts of the thermometer, when expofed to great cold, happens from the con- 
traétion of the metal in its frozen ftate, and does not affect the regularity and juftnefs of 
its contraction whilft it remains fluid. his great point was principally aftertained by 
means of a fpirit thermometer, which was found not to freeze as foon as the mercury, — 
and thereby indicated the degree of cold produced by his frigorific mixture, when 
the mercurial thermometer ceafed to meafure it on account of its contraction on becom- 
ing folid. : oe 
A To prove that the defcent of the mercury in the thermometer was derived from 
this new-difeovered principle, namely, the contraétion of the metal in freezing, and to” 
try whether pure mercury required a-greater degree of cold to freeze it than adulterated 
’ mercury, 1 made thefe experiments with various forts of mercury: 

‘$ 1. I procured from: Winterberger, a famous chiymitt-of St. Peterfburghy the,purel »- 
mercury known to chymifts, viz. revivified from calomel by filings of iron.” 2. From 
Dr. Pallas, native mercury, colle¢ted in a mine where no other metal is found but a 
little iron. 3. Common barometer mercury, furnifhed by Morgan, an Englifh optician 
at Peterfburgh, as he received it from England for filling his inftruments. 4. Six 
drachms of common mereury, which I adulterated by diffolving in it a quarter of agrain | 
of tin foil. : ‘ ‘ : 

“ J procured alfo fome thermometers made with great care and accuracy by Morgan, ~ 
filled with: the fame purified mercury, No. 1. for the exprefs purpofe of thefe experi» 
ments; alfo one with highly reétified {pirits of wine, diftilled by Winterberger, 

*© Adjoining is a drawing of the apparatus [employed in thefe experiments, which 
was fuggelted to me by my learned friend Dr. Black ;: it differs from that employed by 

_ Mr. Hutchins in being more fimple, and confequently the mercury was more eafily ex- 
amined during the procefs of congelation. ; 

« Decpmber the 22d, 1784. Ina calm clear evening, Reaumur’s thermometer at 
17 degrees below o, after expofing the apparatus on a table in my court-yard (where I 
made my experiments) for two hours, to acquire the temperature of the atmofphere, I 

_ poured a little of the purified mercury, No. 1, into the glafs tube, and having inferted 
a thermometer filled with the fame purified mercury, fo that its bulb was covered with , 
the mercury in the tube, I placed them in the water-glafs, filled with the freezing mix- 
ture, and in fix minutes tranfported them into a fecond, with fimilar contents ; the mer- 
cury in four minutes more became folid, and when I drew out the thermometer, with 
the frozen,mercury furrounding its bulb in the form of a folid cylinder, it ftood at 32% 
degrees belowo. Perceiving, however, a little fluid mercury fill remaining in the tube, E 
re-placed the thermometer with the mercury adhering to its bulb, and in a few minutes 
the mercury rofe about half a degree; drawing it up a fecond time, I found the mer 
cury-melted, and the bulb quite free. From this experiment it proves, that the freez- 
ing point of pure mercury is at 324 degrees below o on this thermometer ; for as there 
remained a little mercury ftill-fluid in the tube, there feems to have been only pro- 
duced fafficient cold to freeze it, and as on its rifing half a degree the mercury became 
fluid, the point of congelation is-accurately determined.” : 

“ Second experiment.—On the gth January, 1785, between fix and half paft feven 
in the evening, Lmade the following experiments in prefence of Mr. Epinus, Mr. Coxe, 
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and other gentlemen. _I inferted the mercuria! thermometer ufed in the laft experiment 
in a portion of the purified mercury, N? 1, and placed them in the cold mixture: the 
thermometer fell flowly to twenty-two and a half degrees, and was {tationary fome time, 
whilft we perceived the mercury in the tube freezing round the fides, fo as to produce 
a coating like tin foil in the Leyden phial; on tranfporting it to a fecond glafs of cold 
mixture, the thermometer fell in five minutes to thirty-fix degrees, where it remained, 
{tationary during the time of its continuance-in the mixture. What was remarkable in 
this experiment, the mercury in the thermometer was ftill fluid, although its bulb was 
frozen into that contained in the tube; for on reverfing the inftrument, the mercury 
yan out cf the bulb into the ftem. Now, here is a proof that mercury may be cooled 
three and a half degrees below its freezing point without becoming folid. 

“ Third experiment with native mercury. —It having been afferted, that ‘a thermome- 
ter, filled with highly rectified fpirits of wine, is better calculated to determine the freez- 
ing point of mercury, than one filled with the fame metal, becaule it refifts congelation 
longer, I plunged the fpirit thermometer into the tube containing the native mercury. 
Waving placed the apparatus in the glafs with the refrigerant mixture for five minutes, 
and tranfported it into a fecond glafs, the fpirit falling in the thermometer to thirty-two, 
we examined the mercury, and found it frozen, although the {pirits of wine remained 

- fluid, and the thermometer ftood at the fame degree, (not only while the apparatus re- 
mained in the cold mixture, but even after | tranfported it into a warm room) and kept. 
itat the fame point, until a large part of the bulb of the thermometer was uncovered 
by the melting of the frozen mercury, drop by drop, into a glafs. . 

¢ Fourth experiment on common barometer mercury.—The mercurial thermometer 
ufed in the firft experiment was plunged into this mercury, and placed in the glafs of 
éold mixture, and after remaining five minutes, was-tran{ported into a fecond glafs, where 
in four minutes the thermometer funk to thirty-eight, and remained ftationary. The 
fame fingular phzenomenon prefented itfelf that appeared in the fecond experiment, 
with fome additions; viz. the mercury fubfided to five and a half degrees below its freez- 
ing point on this thermometer, without becoming folid. ; 

“¢ Fifth experiment with the fame mercury.—l froze a little of this mercury, without 
inferting a thermometer, in order to try its malleabiliry and fpecific gravity 3 it fattened 
urider the hammer, and of courfe is malleable, and funk in fluid mercury, which fhews 
that it contraéts confiderably in freezing, differing in this circum{tance from common 
ice, which expands and fwims in water. 

* Sixth experiment on mercury adulterated with tin,—The fpirit thermometer 
being plunged into this mercury, ftood at thirty-two when the mercury was frozen round 
its bulb. ; 

« Seventh experiinent on purified mercury, was on the roth of January 1785 (are. 
petition of a former one) in the prefence of Profeffors Pallas and Ferber, and other gen- 
tlemen. I plunged the fpirit thermometer into a portion of Winterberger’s vivifted 
mercury, and it fell to 32 degrees below o, whilit the mercury was freezing, and re- 
mained there after it became folid fo long as it ftood in the frigorific mixture. I then 
crew the thermometer out of the tube with its bulb froze into the mercury, and hung 
it ona nail inthe open air; the metal melted flowly in drops, and the fpirit {Hl kept at 
the fame point until the greater part was thawed. We finifhed thefe experiments by 
trying with the fpirit thermometer, what degree of cold was produced by a frefh frigo- 
rific mixture, which appeared to be juft 35 degrees below o. . 

« From the whole of thele experiments, Iam difpofed to conclude, that the freezing 
point of mercury is at 32 degrees below o on Reaumur’s thermometer, or qo, of 

Fahrenheit, 


694 COXE’S TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 


Fahrenheit, and that common mercury does. not freeze with a lefs degree of cold than 
pure mercury. : 

“‘ Fighth experiment.—February 1, 1785, a favourable cold of 15 degrees offering 
this evening, we placed in the mixture fome revivified mercury, twice diftilled with 
fixed alkali by Winterberger, a preparation which has been faid to refift a greater degree 
of cold than the others ; but it froze in two and a half minutes, exactly at 32 degrces 
of Reamur’s mercurial thermometer, in the firft glafs of cold mixture, and differed no 
wife from all the other forts except the following. 

“ Ninth experiment.—Mercury purified with antimony froze in two different experi- 
ments at 30 degrees with a fpirit thermometer, and in one with a mercurial thermo. 
meter at 32 degrees, fo that there appears a difpofition in this preparation to freeze with 
alefs degree of cold than the others; burit muit be remarked, that it has a blackifh 
dull colour and fluggifh motion. 

“ Tenth experiment.—Mr. Coxe being curious to try the malleability of mercury 
diftilled with alkali, which has a bright and fluid appearance, I froze fome of itin a tube, 
at the fame time cooling the hammer in the refrigerant mixture, fo as to acquire the 
fame temperature as the frozen mercury, defending the iron from the adtion of the ni- 
trous acid by means of a glafs cylinder. This mercury bore feveral ftrokes of the cold” 
hammer, flattening like a leaden bullet. : 

“ Eleventh experiment.——I laftly froze fix drachms of common mercury, containing 
twelve times as much tin foil asin experiment the fixth; but even this quantity of alloy 
which rendered it almoft an amalgama, did not difpofe it to freeze with lefs than 32 de- 
grees of Reamur. : 

“ February 16, O. S.A cold of 24 degrees offering moft unexpectedly this morn- 
ing, fo late in the feafon, and another experiment being fuggefted to me by an ingenious 
friend, Mr. Romme, to put the point of congelation of pure mercury flill in a clearer 
light, | tried it about mid-day, when the cold was diminifhed 4 degrees in the fhade. 

“ Mr. Romme semarked, that mercury takes up much more bifmuth than tin without 
lofing its fluidity or colour, and as bifmuth is a metal oftener ufed to adulterate it, and 
difficult to be feparated, he thought a mixture of them was a proper fubject of experi- 
ment to decide the queftion. 1 accordingly prepared an amalgama fo thick, that it fil- 
vered glafs like a mirror by merely running over it, and adhered fo faft as not to be re- 
moved without {craping. But the freezing point of this very impure mercury was the 
fameas the others; viz. 32 degrees of Reaumur, by the mercurial thermometer. The fpirit 
thermometer being employed to try the cold of the frigorific mixture, to my furprize tell 
no lower than the other thermometer inferted in the mercury contained as ufual in a tube. 

“ Thus ended my experiments. this feafon ; and I may venture to draw the following | 
inferences : 

« ‘The point of congelation of mercury is at 32 degrees below o on Reaumur. 

«There appears no difference in the point of congelation of purified and common 
mercury, except one preparation with antimony, which feems to congeal with a lefs de- 
gree of cold than all the others, 

“In fome circumftances mercury may be cooled below its freezing point, without 
lofing its fluidity, even as far as 5 degrees, whilft the portion in which the bulb of the 
thermometer is plunged, becomes folid. 

* Thefe experiments do not affect the credit of the mercurial thermometer, as an 
accurate inftrument for meafuring the degrecs of heat from the point of boiling water 
to that of the congelation of mercury ; but no conclufions can be drawn from its mo- 
tions below this point, as they depend on ‘the contraction of the metal in a folid fats 

which 
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which ought to be carefully diftinguithed from the contraction which takes place whilft 
it preferves its fluidity ; therefore the ideas we have formed of the cold obtaining in the 
habited countries near the poles, and the aftonifhing power of animals to refift it, moft 
be erroneous *, as they have been taken from the extraordinary defcent of the mercury 
in the thermometer, which we now know is derived from the contraétion of the mercury 
when frozen, and not from fuch an extraordinary degree of cold, which if it had taken 
place, muft have deftroyed the whole fyftem of organized bodies. 

““ We cannot, according to our prefent knowledge of the fubjed, affert, that a much . 
greater degrce of cold exifts than the point of the congelation of mercury ; no other 
inftrument having been employed to afcertain it than the mercurial thermometer, which 
is now proved of no authority below 32 degrees of Reaumur. 

“* But it appears, that a thermometer filled with highly retified fpirits of wine pre- 
ferves its fluidity in a cold of 32 degrees of Reaumur, or 47 of Fahrenheit, and pro. 
bably in a greater, which may therefore be employed in northern climates with more 
advantage tian one filled with mercury. : 

“ The furprifing coincidence in the freezing of mercury congealed in Siberia by natural 
cold, with that efle€ted by means of artificial cold, merits attention, as they both fix the 
freezing point of mercury at 32 of Reaumur ; profeffor Laxman, particularly in a late 
paper to the Imperial Academy, declares, that he found common mercury contftantly 
become folid at 210 of De Lifle (32 of Reaumur), and that in 1782, it continued folid 
for two months together. ° Dr. Pallas alfo, in the third volume of his Travels, men- 
tions the fame phenomenon taking place about the fame part of the fale.” 

In addition to Dr. Guthrie’s remarks, I fhall offer a few obfervations. 

From a careful review of Mr. Hutchins’s experiments, and a comparifon of the ther- 
mometers which he employed on that occafion, Mr. Cavendith t concludes, that the 
true point at which quickfilver froze on Mr. Hutchins’s thermometer, graduated accord- 
ing to the fale Fahrenheit, was 40; and a thermometer adjufted in the manner recom. 
mended by the Committee of the Royal Society, freezes in 383, or, in whole numbers, 
39 below freezing point, or 313 of Reaumur which anfwers to the conclufion drawrby , 
Dr. Guthrie from his experiments, eftimating the point of mercurial congelation at 32 
of Reaumur, or 40 below o of Fahrenheit. 

As the degree of artificial cold requifite to congeal quickfilver was greatly mifcon- 
ceived and exaggerated, a fimilar mifconception alfo prevailed with refpect to the degree 
of natural cold neceflary to the fuccefs of the experiment. > 

Dr. Guthrie however proves, that the congelation fucceeded in a cold not exceeding 
© of Fahrenheit; and fubfequent experiments made at Oxtord by Mr. Walker thew, 
that a very {mall degree of natural cold is fufficient to obtain for the frigorific mixture 
the degree of cold neceflary to congeal quickfilver. Mr. Walker froze quickfilver in 
ixture of equal parts of vitriolic acid and {trong fuming nitrous acid with fnow, the 


2) 






temperature of the atmofphere being only at 30, or 2 degrecs below freezing point. He 
has alfo thown, thatit may be even frozen in fummer, in the hottett climates, by a par- 


cular combination of the trigorific mixtures, without the ufe of ice t. 






* Sir Charles Blagden in oufly infers, from a comparifon of natnral cold, during a feries of years, at 
Fort, meafured by pirit thermometer, and of artificial cold produced by tree zi nixtures that 

Hicial cold produced by fhow and nitrous acid correfponds pretty cxaGly with the exireme 
@ molt rigorous climates, which can be well inhabited 3 and does not exceed 46° ofa 
eter of Fahrenheit. Phil. Tranfac. vel. lxxili p 387. 
: Ix part 2. page 323. 

ker’s Experiments on the Produ@ion of Artificial Cold, Phil. Tranfae. vol. lxxvill. p. g95.~Alfo 
Walker’s Expériments on the Congelation of Quickfilver in England, Phil. Tranfac. for 178g, vol. Ixxix. 
part 2. p. 199. 
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I fhall clofe this chapter with fome ‘curious experiments made in Siberia by Dr. 
Pallas, for afcertaining the difference of-the-heat in animals during their torpid and 
natural flates. : : 

Pallas having made an incifion into the abdomen of a hedge-hog, during its ‘or- 
pid ftate, and: placed Fahrenheit’s thermometer iu the belly, the mercury rofe only 
to 391, and the animal gave no more figns of feeling than if édually dead, as well , 
whilft the incifion was making, as when the wound was fewing up; the animal 
being conveyed immediately into a warm room, gradually recovered from its lethargy, 
and walked about the chamber with as much infenfibility as if no operation had been 
performed. 

Pallas kept this hedge-hog in his houfe from December to the end of March ; and 
although the heat of the apartment was feldom under 60 degrees, yet iteat no food, wnd 
was never out of its torpid {tate, except once or twice, when it was placed behind ‘he’ 
ftove, in a heat from 77 to 80. Roufed-by that expedient, it was awakened from its 
lethargy, took a few turns about-the room, and eat a few morfels ;, but foon lay down 
again, and paffed its torpid months as nature. ordains. 

Probably the bodies of thefe animials, which fleep during -winter, are gradually 
prepared for the torpid ftate by a deficiency of food, and a conlequent. diminution ‘of 
natural heat; for a thermometer plunged in the bellies of marmots and hedge-hogs ° 
in their natural ftate, rofe to 76, 79, 81, 86, 88, 99, 99], namely, from 365 de- 
grees to 50 higher than it rofe when plunged into the belly of the hedge-hog mm its 
torpid ftate. — . 

The following fad alfo feems to illuftrate the conjefture, that a certain fate of body 
predifpofes to a torpid ftate. - A tame marmot, which had become extremely fat during: 
fummer in the profeffor’s houfe, continued awake during the whole winter, although 
expofed to the fame cold which threw the whole fpecies into their torpid {tate in that 

“part of Siberia ; nor was the doétor able to render it torpid, even with the affiftance of 
the ice-cellar, wherein he fometimes confined it during feveral days. . : 

By comparing this experiment with the fleeping hedge-hog, which ‘Pallas was not 
able to roufe during the whole winter, except for very {hort intervals, though expofed 
to a heat of between 77 and 80 degrees ; it feems to follow, that a certain {tate of body 
is neceffary to affift nature in laying afleep~fome animals, to which they are gradually 
brought by a deficiency of nourifhment at the beginning of winter, when they fhut up 
their holes, and retire to reft from inflinG@ ; and that the impulfe of the circulation and 

- animal {pirits, arifing from heat or nutrition, fuperfedes the neceffity of the torpid ftate, 
and prevents their falling afleep. 

Tis alfo a curious circumftance in the ceconomy of nature, that Pallas found the heat 
of birds more confiderable than that of quadrupeds; namely, from 103 to 111 degrees; 
a wife arrangement of Providence, in proportioning the heat of the winged tribe to the 
fuperior cold obtaining in that part of the atmofphere where they range. 
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Cuap, VIL—Palace.and Gardens of Tzarfloe-Zelo.—Oranienbaum.—Hiftory of Prince « 
Mentcbikof.—Fortrefs.— Apartments of Peter Ill.— Palace and Gardens of Peterhof-— 
Dutch Houfe built by Peter the Great.—Schluffelburgh.—Origin, Hifory, and Deferip - 
tion of the Fortrefs. : : 
THE feafon of the year being far advanced on our arrival at Peterfburgh, we had no 

time or opportunity to vifit many places in the neighbourhood of that capital, yet we 

contrived, before the approach of winter, to make excurfions to Tzarfkoe-Zelo, Orani- 
enbaum, Peterhof, and Schluflelburgh. 

‘Tzartkoe-Zelo, an imperial palace, fifteen miles from Peterfburgh, is. the favourite 

 refidence of the Emprefs, where fhe lives in amore retired manner than at 

Peterhof, This palace, built by Elizabeth, is a brick edifice ftuccoed white, of difpro- 

portionate length, and in a heavy ftyle of architecture. The capitals of the outfide pil- 

lars, as alfo many of the other exterior orsaments, together with the wooden ftatutes 
which fupport the cornice and adorn the roof, are all gilded, and exhibit a tawdry 
appearance, "Che apartments are large and magnificent : fome fitted up in the old ftyle 
of gaudy profufion; others in a lefs fplendid but more elegant tafte, by the prefent 

Emprefs. One room is much admired, being richly incrufted with amber, a prefent from 

the King of Pruffia. * . &: ee 

Having viewed the palace, we walked round the gardens, which are laid out in the 
Fngtith tafte, and agreeably diverfified with lawn, wood, and water. Among feveral 
bridges, we were particularly {truck with one, built after the model of Lord Pembroke’s 
Palladian bridge at Wilton. It is exaétly of the fame fize, but more magnificent, the 
lower part being of granite, and the colonade of marblé. The marble was hewn and 
worked in Siberia by an Italian artift, who employed nine years in completing it: from 
Siberia it was tranfported by water to Peterfburgh, and from the capital to ‘Tzarfkoe- 
Zelo by land. It was a pleafing Tatisfaction to obferve our works of tafte introduced 
into thefe diftant and formerly inhofpitable regions. Several buildings were {cattered . 
about the gardens, raifed in honour of thofe perfons who diftinguithed themfelves in the 
imperial fervice. Among thefe I remarked a triumphal arch to Prince Orlof, for check- 
ing the progrefs of the plague at Mofcow; a building to Count Alexéy Orlof, in me- 
mory of the naval victory at Tchefine;_ and an obelifk to Marfhal Romantzof, for his 
fucceffes againft the Turks. ‘ 

Our next excurfion was to Peterhof, Oranienbaum, and Cronftadt *. 

The road lay at a fmall diftance from the Gulf of Finland, at firft through a flat dif. 
trict, chiefly marfhy, producing pafture and little corn. On our left extended a ridge 
of low hills, which once formed the boundary of the Gulf, when it fpread over a larger 
{pace than it covers at prefent. Weafcended this ridge ;_ obferved on our left the con- 
vent of St. Sergius, and on our right the palace of Strelna, begun by Elizabeth} but 
never finifhed. About four miles further we pafled by Peterhof; and proceeded to 
Oranienbaum, through a country covered with foreft. : : 

The palace of Oranienbaum, near the Gulf of Finland, at the diftance of twenty-feven, 
miles from Peterfburgh, was erected by Prince Mentchikof, in the meridian-of a power 
to which fearcely any fubject but himfelf has ever arrived. The rife of this extraordi- 
nary man is varioufly related by different authors. Some affert that he was apprentice 





~* Cronftadt will be defcribed in the chapter which treats of the Ruffian navy 
VOL. VI. : Au : to 
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‘to a paftry-cook, and fold pies inthe ftreets of Mofcow ; that Peter: flopping. to con- 
yerfe with him, was flruck with his ready-wit and quick repartees, took bim into his 
fervice, and advanced him, by rapid promotions, to the height of favour which he after- 
wards enjoyed: others declare, that he was the fon of a groom belonging to the court, 
and was cafually placed about the perfon of the Emperor *. Both thefe accounts, how- 
ever contradictory to each other, fufliciently fhow the uncertainty of his origin; and 
indeed it is no wonder that the genealogy of an upftart favourite fhould not be exactly 
traced. The earlieft account upon record concerning him is, that, in 1687, he was 
one of the youths + whom Peter formed into a corps, and difciptined after the Eu- 
ropean manner. The young Tzar was only fifteen years old, and Mentchikof, then 
known by the name of Alexa/ca, or Little Alexander, of the fame age; and being re- 
markably aétive in his exercile, was obferved by Le Fort, and recammended to Peter. 
Several perfons of this company were afterwards promoted very hich the Ruffian 
fervice, and many circum (tances concurred to forward the advan cntchikof. 
He rendered himlelf remarkably ufeful to the Tzar in his plans of eformation; he paid 
particular attention to forcigners, whom Peter was continually drawing into his feryice 5 
he ftudied his mafter’s character and temper, and knew how to fubmit to the grote 
infults. “The ‘fzar,’? fays Gordon, who was himfelf an eye-witnefs, ‘ often kicked 
him publicly, and beat him like a dog ; fo that the by-ftanders concluded him undone 5 
but always next morning the peace was made up, which people believed could not pro- 
ceed but from fome preternatural caufe t.’” 

One inftance of his implicit obedience to the commands of the Tzar, and dexterity 
in performing them, is recorded by Korh, fecretary to the Auftrian embaily, Peter was 
accuftomed to aflift at the examination of the prifoners who were accufed of high trea- 
fon, and was prefent at the tortures inflicted to force confellion ; he frequently attended 
at their execution; fometimes performed the office of executioner §, and occafionally 
configned that tafk to his favourites and principal nobles. Soon after the infurrection 
of the Strelitz in 1698, Peter fcornfully reproached many of the nobles who trembled 
at being compelled to behead fome rebelss adding in aftrain of janguinary juftice, * No 
viétim is more acceptable to the Deity than a wicked man.”? Mentchikot, however, 
did not labour under fuch delicate feelings ; for as a prelude to the execution of one 
hundred and fifty Strelitz, he drove through the ftreets of Mofcow in a fledge, bran- 
-difhing a naked {word ||, and boatted of his adroitnels in cutting oif twenty heads. He 
did not, however acquire the confidence of Peter merely by acts of buffoonery and 
cruelty, but by his fuperior abilities both as a ftatefman and a foldier ¢. Being chofen 
by the Emperor for the companion of his travels, he was created Prince of the German 
empire, and rapidly elevated to the higheft employments both in the civil and military 
line. On particular occafions he was even permitted to perfonate his Sovereign, by 








* The former opinion, that he was.a pallry-cook’s boy, feems to be the mot probable, as it is preferred 
by Weber, Manttcin, Bruce. 

+ Muller’s Nachricht von der Urfprunge des Preobafchenkifchen, &c. in Journal of St. Peterfburgh for 
March, 1778, p. 173. Furft Menzikow war einer den eriten Potefchnii. See alfo Manftein, p. 11. 

$ Gordon’s Life of Peter, vol. ii. p. 278. Korb alfo faye. Alexafcam verd favoritam fuum, gladio 
accinétum inter tripudia deprehendens, deponendi gladii morem inflicto colapho docuit 5 cujus impetum fan- 
guis ex naribus abundé defluus fatis, teftatus eft,” p. 84. 

« Quinque rebellinm capita 4 noblifimd Mofeovie manu fecuri effe amputata.” Korb Diarium, p. 170. 

i] Oftendit ad huc eo vefpere fepe difius Alexander, carpento per omnia urbis compitia veltus, ereberrimd nudi enfis 
offentatione, quam fanguinolentam crafiini diei tragediam expeCaret. Crudelior Alexafca de viginti decuffis capiffibus 
gloriabatur, Korb. p. 330. : 

4 At the battle of Pultawa he had three horfes shot under him, 


10 giving 
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giving public audience to-foreign ambafladors ; - while Petar,: savérle.to. the-pomp of 
royalty, appeared as.a private-perfon in his fuite. So great indeed 3 awas the afcendency 
which this favourite acquired ever:the Emperor, as to occafion a report among'the Ruf 
fians, that -he fafcinated by witcheraft the: mind of his matter. 

On the death of Peter‘the power of Mentchikof was ftill more unbounded. Cathae 
rine, chiefly indebted to his afliftance for her elévation to the throne, gratefully refigned 
to him the fole adminiftration of affairs his authority continued undiminifhed to the 

moment of her deceafe, and the claufe in her will*, by which fhe ordered her fucceéffor 
Peter IL. to efpoufe the Prince’s daughter, was at once a proof of his afcendency and her 
gratitude. 

His intrigues and power, his ambition and atrogance, his difrefpeétful behaviour to 
Peter UL, “and the peculiar circumftances of his difgrace are related in the Memoirs of 
Manftein t. Being arrefted, in September, 1727, he was imprifoned at Berefof, a fmall 
wn upon the river Oby, ina wooden hovel inclofed with pallifadoes, where he ended 
; days. He fupported his difgrace with firmnefs and refignation §: he received a 
daily allowance of ten roubles, from which he even faved a iufliciency to build a wooden 
church, and amufed himfelf by affifting the workmen in the conftruction. He furvived 
his fail two years and five months, dying in November, 1729, of an apoplexy {j. 

The wife of Prince Mentchikof, affe€ted with her huthand’s difgrace, became blind 
with weeping, and expired on the road to Berefof. -One of his daughters died before 
her father in ae ; and his furviving fon and daughter were releafed at the acceffion 
of the Emprefs Anne. The daughter was married to Guftavus Biren, brother to the 
Duke of Courland, and the fon promoted in the army. A grandfon of Prince Ment- 
chikof is now living : he is an officer in the Ruffian army, and inherits the name, but 
neither the riches or power of his grandfather. 

Soon after the fall of Mentchikof, the palace of Oranienbaum, was converted into an 
hofpital for failors; but was afterwards chofen by Peter the Third for his favourite 
refidence. The body of the edifice was built by Mentchikof, and confifts of two ftories, 
containing a range of {mall apartments} the wings, which are long buildings of one 
flory, were added by the Emperor. 

Pafling from the palace to the fortrefs, we obferved a miniature model of a ‘citadel, 

jade by order of Peter IL. when he firft contraéted a fondnefs for mnilitary. Rudies,. for. 
- purpofe of learning pra€tical fortification, The fortrels; which is furrounded:with - 

ch and rampart, and ftrengthened with -baftions, was raifed by Peter when:,Gréat: 

_ and contains a building called the governor’s houfe, which he generally inhabited 

, and into which he admitted only his officers and, favourites, while his court re- 

ithe palace. Near it were barracks for a {mall garrifon, fome wooden houfes 
principal officers, and a {mall Lutheran. chapel,. where the Holftein foldiers’ 

1 for divine fervice. ‘he governor’s houfe is a brick building ftuccoed, with 

jows in front, and contains eight fmall rooms. It remains exactly. in the fame 
ring the life. time of the Emperor, neither the furniture, nor the bed, in which . 








fuppofes that this will was forged by Prince Mentchikof; a fuppofition for which there is ot 
We mutt diftinguith between thofe.parts of Gordon’s hiftory, which relate to events while 
ia, and the others which he wrote after-he quitted that country in 1711. He fpeaks worfe 
tchikof than he feems to deferve, and-particularly arraigns his courage. 

ves, amongft others, the following inftances of his arrogance, “ Eorfqu’ il écrivoit au jeune 
traitoit de fils et fous-fignoit la lettre; Votre Pere Menfchikow. Aax eglifes il fe mettoit. 4 


Empereur,” &c. Kbauche, &e. p. o. 
13. § Manftein, p. to. ]] See Schmidt Matétialien, p. 248. 


< 4u 2 : he 
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he fept the night preceding” his‘depéGtion. being’temoved. The*beditead was. fut 
nifhed with curtains of pink :an@-filves dey. orfianiénited ‘with plumes: of xed” and 
white feathers, and the.coverlet ‘white fatin. - Adjoining is-a neat cabinet, hing 
with light brown filk, upon which were'feveral figures worked by the Emprefs. es 

. From the fortrefs we wete conduéted to a large gallery of pictures, colleéted by the: 
Emperor. Amorig feveral portraits of that unfortunate Prince, one was pointed out to 
to us asa ftriking refetnblance; he is painted in his Holftein uniform, the complexion 
is fair, and the hair light; there is no expreflion in the features, and the countenance is 
effeminate. , : ae 

In the garden is an elegant pavilion, conftruéted by order of the Emprefs when Great 
Duchefs; it contains eighteen apartments, each furnifhed in the ftyle of different coun- 
tries, and is fituated in the midft of a thick plantation. ‘The approaches being circular, 
we had not the leaft glimpfe of the’ building until we arrived; and as it generally caufes 
an emotion of furprize, it has, for that reafon, received the appellation of Ha! 

In the gardens of Oranienbaum is an-extraordinary building, denominated the Moun- 
tain for fledges, called alfo by fome travellers the Flying Mountain. It ftands in the 
middle of an oblong area, enclofed by an open colonade half a mile in circumference, 
fupporting a flat roof, which is raifed for the accommodation of fpectators. ‘The fiying 
mountain is a long wooden ftru€ture, fupported on brick walls, reprefenting an undu- 
lating furface of ground, or a mountain compofed of three principal declivities, gradu 
ally diminifhing in height, with intermediate {paces refembling vallies: from the fuin- 
mit of the ftru€ture to the further extremity is a floored way, in which three parallel 
groves are formed. A fmali carriage, containing one perfon, being placed in the cen- 
tre groove upon the higheft point, rufhes with great rapidity down the firft declivity 5 
the velocity acquired in the defcent carries it up the fecond and third, and it glides fwiftly 
to the extremity of the area; it is then placed in one of the fide grooves, and drawn up 
to the fummit by means of a windiafs. ‘Toa perfon unacquainted with the mechanifin 
of this fingular flruture, this entertainment: would appear tremendous; but as the 
grooves always keep the carriage in a due equilibrium, there is not the leait danger of 
being overturned. At the top of the flying mountain are handfome apartments for the 
accommodation of the court and “principal nobility, and there is alfo room for many 
thoufand {peétators within the colonade and upon the roof. Near the flying moun- 
tain * is a fpacious‘amphitheatre, in-which tournaments are ufually exhibited. 

Peterhof is feven miles from Oranienbaum, and twenty from the capital: the pal 
was begun by Peter the Great, and finifhed by [izabeth. It is feated upon an 
nence, and commands a fuperb view of Cronttadt, Peterfourgh, the intervening 
and the oppofite coaft of Carelia; it is magnificently furnifhed, and the fuite of 
ments is princely. The prefence-chamber is ornamented with the portraiis of th 
reigns who governed Ruffia fince 1613. - The moft confpicuous is a whole le 
Catharine the Second, making her triumphant entry into Peterfburgh, the ev 
the revolution which placed ber upon the throne, She is reprefented dretle 
uniform of the guards, with a branch of oak in her hat, a drawn {word in! 
and mounted on a white fteed. . ; : 

‘The gardens of Peterhof have been celebrated for tae and elegance ; ani 
number of jet d’eaus, fountains, bafons, cafcades, and parierres, have been cc 
thofe of Verfailles. ‘Thefe gardens, which at the time of their formation, w 











* Dr, Kisg, in his Effay on the EffeGs of Cold, has dtfcribed another kind of Flying Mo 
was crected at Tzarfkoe Zel: it was taken.down when I faw the place. 
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‘admired in this country, though not congenial to the'tafte.6 fefe; are fattened” 
to remain in their préfent fate; as“during fummer Her Majelty prinipally refides ak 
Tzarfkoe-Zelo, where the grounds are difpofed in a moré modern and pléafing- manner." 
I fhall not detain the reader’ with a defcription of -filver dolphins and ‘gilded ‘fatues, 
which are {cattered ‘in great profufion ;. but I cannot omit a childifh conceit of two gla-, 
diators placed in a bafon of water ; ‘they are reprefented, not with the antient weapons, 
the fword and buckler, but with the more modern inftruments of war, a brace of piftols, 
which they level at each other in hoftile attitudes, and the water ruthes impetuoufly from 
the barrels. . : 

Part of the garden lies between the palace and the gulf, and contains, among other 
buildings, a houfe fituated on the margin of the water, which is. worthy of particular ob- 
fervation, becaufe it was the favourite retreat of Peter 1. As the houfe and furniture, 
have been preferved with religious veneration in their original flate, we can form fome 
idea of the plain and frugal fimplicity in which that great monarch was accufomed to 
live. This houfe being built foon after his return from Holland, and fitted up in the 
tafte of that country, was known by the appellation of the Dutch houfe: -he ufedalfo 
to call it Monplaifir, the name by which it is now diftinguifhed. Being fubject to fe- 
vers, he imagined the fea air * beneficial to his conftitution, and for that reafon caufed 
this {mall houfe to be placed clofe to the Gulf of Finland, It is of brick, of one ftory, 
and roofed with iron, the windows reach from the ground to the top, which, added to 
the length and’ lownels of the building, give it the appearance of a green-houfe. ‘Phe 
habitable part confifts of a hall and fix fmall rooms, which: are furnifhed in the neatelt 
and plaineit manner. The mantle-pieces are ornamented with curious old porcelain, 
which he greatly prized as being brought into Ruflia when the communication’ was firft 
opened with China. ‘The bed-room is fmall, white-wafhed, and the floor covered with 
a coloured fail-cloth.’ It contains a barrack bedftead without curtains, and I obferved 
that the fheets were remarkably fine. ‘The galleries on each fide, and two fmall rooms, 
are hung with pi€tures of the Dutch and Flemifh fchools; among thefe were feveral por- 
traits of himfelf under the character of mafter Peter, when he worked at Sardam; and 
one of his favourite miftrefs, the beautiful Dutch girl. 

: Seing anxious to vifit every remarkable place in the neighbourhood of this city, I 
went to Schluffelburgh ; a fortrefs often mentioned in the Ruffian. hiftory, and cele- 
brated for the number and rank of the ftate prifonefs who have been there confined. 

Schluffelburgh is forty miles from Peterfburgh; the road runs the whole way by the 
fide of the Neva, which flows with a full. ftream in a broad and winding channel; the 
banks, which are fteep and high, are ftudded with villages, and country houfes impend- 
ing over the water. The village of Schluffelburgh, which is fituated on each fide of 
the Neva, contains three hundred wooden houfes, and two thoufand eight hundred 
inhabitants. : 

‘Lhe fortrefs is built upon a {mall ifland of the Neva, at the point where it iffues from 
the lake Ladoga. ‘Ihe breadth of the ftream is three quarters of a mile, and the current 


remarkably raptd. 
















aue de fiévre chaude. Pour s’en rémettre, i! fe 
des eaux retizurait la fagté. Peu de jovrnécs pa : 
nt euze heures du matin, i avait coutttme de faire un 
meil aprée le répas. Un lic de répos pour cet _afege dtait ans. la frégatte, et il y allait en toute fatfor 
wil fejournair en été a Pet rfhoff, Pair des valtcs Jardins de ce palais lui femblait étonffé, et i 
2 Mongleifr, maifon, dont les dots des lamer lavent un ceté, et dont. ’sutre confine au grand parc 
de Peterfiof, C’était fa rétraite favorite. Hi i'avait meublée de tableaux ans. répréfentant des 
fe6nes champétres et maritimes, plaifantes pourls plipart.’” Baffevitz,in BL. M. 2X p. 339. 
rs 2 Aerovcing 


* « Le czar prit a Riga une forte at 
jonre dins un vaiffeau. A fon avis, 1 
rer, Se lévant au point du jour, et 
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” According to the Ruffian hiftorians, 34 Dinilovitch, Gréat Duke-of Mofcow,’ 
during an expedition againit, Wiburgh 24; built a {mail fortrefs in the middle ot 
this ifland, which was then called, “from its oblong thape, Orekoftki Oflrof, or Nut 
Ifland; from this appellation ‘the fortrefs took its name of Orekovetch,: which was cor- 
rupted into Orefhek. Being befieged and taken by Magnus King of Sweden, the 
Swedes tranflated the name into their own language, and called it Noteborg. It again 
came into the poffeffion of the Ruffians, who’retained it until 1614, when Guftavus 
Adolphus forced the garrifon to capitulate. Since this period the Swedes encircled the 
whole ifland with a wall and battlements. : 

In 17¢2 Peter advanced to the frontiers of Sweden with a confiderable army, and, 
after feveral ineffectual attempts againft Noteborg, fent Prince Galitzin, Colonel of the 
Guards, at the head of a feleét corps, to take it by ftorm. ‘he troops being landed by 
means of rafts, clofe to the fortifications, which advance almoft to the edge of the water, 
were expofed to fo dreadful a carnage, that Peter, conceiving the affault impracticable, 
fent orders for the Ruffians to retire.  Galitzin refufed to obey. “* Tell my fovereign,”” 
he added, “ that I am no longer his {ubje&t ; having thrown myfelf under the protec- 
tioo of a power far fuperior to him.” “Then, turning to his troops, he animated them by 
his voice and example, and, leading them to the attack, {caled the walls, and took the 
fortrefs. Peter, (truck with this exploit, faid to him, “ Afk what you chufe, except 
Mofcow and Catharine.” ‘Ihe Prince, with a magoanimity which refle@s high honour 
on his charaéter, requelted the parcon of his ancient rival Prince Repnin, who had been 
degraded by Peter from the rank of arfhal to that of a commen foldier 5 he obtained 
bis requelt, the confidence of his fovereign, the efteem of Repnin, and the applaufe of 
the public *. : 

Peter changed the name of the fortrefs into Schluflelburgh, becaufe, from the im- 
portance of the fituation, he confidered it as the key t of his conquefts, From this pe- 
riod it has continued in the poffeflion of the Ruflians; but has been chiefly ufed for a 
flate prifon. : 

The ifland, which lies midway between the banks of the Neva, is of an oblong fhape, 
fearcely more than fix hundred yards in length, and two hundred and fixty in its greateft 
breadth. ‘Vhe walls, which fkirt almoft the whole circumference, are built with fidne’ 
and brick, about filty feet high, from eleven to twenty thick, and ftrengthened with 
battlements afd round towers.’ We pafled over a draw-bridge into the fortrefs, which 
we examined, but without being permitted to enter‘any of the wards where the prifon- 
ers are confined. A range of corridors enclofes a large area, and contains feveral dun- 
geons for the prifoners. We obferved the windows of thefe dungeons clofed with 
brick, leaving towards their top a vacant fpace of a few inches fquare, which adinits fo 
little light, that the unfortunate inhabitants have only akind of twilight gloom. In the 
middle of the area is the governor’s houfe, and a fmall'weoden cottage, wherein a 
ftate prifoner was confined. Further on we entered through a portcullis into the inte- 
rior fortrefs, built by George Danilovitch; it is one hundred and forty feet fquare, 
open at top, with ftone walls remarkably high. ‘Within is the fhell of a brick houfe of 
one ftory, which reaches from one fide to the other, and contains eleven rooms, each fe- 
venteen feet by twelve. ‘This houfe was built by order of Peter II]. with fuch expedi- 
tion, that it was begun and brought to its prefent flate in lefs than fix weeks; but his 








* [received this anecdote from a defcendant of Prince Galitzin, and the truth was confirmed by many 


Ruffian noblemen. 
4+ Schluffel in German fignifies a key ; and Peter affected to give many places a German appellation. 
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depofition put an immediate ftop to its progrefs.. The conftruation of fo large a build. 
ing in fo fecure a place, and in fuch a {mall {pace of time, has always been deemed a 
myttery; but there is great reafon to fuppofe that he intended it for his confort, whom’ 
he determined to divorce and imprifon. A few weeks before his depofition, Peter vi- 
fited Schluffelburgh, and faw Ivan; he examined this houfe with great attention, and 
feemed fatisfied with the expedition of the workmen *. a dees - 
Several {tate prifoners of high rank have béen confined in this fortrefs ; among the 
moft remarkable are Mariat, fifter, and Eudocia }, firft wife of Peter the Great, who 
was here imprifoned in one of the mott gloomy cells. Count Piper, minifter to Charles 
X11. who was taken at the battle of Pultava, died ere after a lingering captivity. Biren 
Duke of Courland, and Regent of Ruffia, here exchanged the pomp of palaces for a 
loathfome dungeon, and the ill-fated Ivan, after an imprifonment of twenty-three years, 


bere fuffered an untimely death §. : : 

Thele melancholy ideas, heightened by the dreadful gloom, dead filence, and awful 
appearance of a few folitary centinels, communicated fuch an impreffion as will not ea- 
fily be obliterated ; and even at this diftance of time and place, I fhudder at.the recol~ 


lection of a Ruflian ftate-prifon. 


* Bufching fuppofes that Peter conftruéted a houfe for Prince Ivan in’ the fortrefs of Schluffelburgh, 
Thia can mean no other houfe than that deferibed in the text, which Iam convinced was defigned for the 
Emprefs; but Bufching probably did not know that Ivan was removed to Kexholm the beginning of 


June. Bafching, vol. viep. 531. : : ; : 
in book v.chap ii. in the next volume: Several authors who have writ- 


See the-account of Price Ivan i 
ten fince the death of the Emprefs, have advanced the fame opinion, though without the fmallest founda" 
tion. In fuch myflevious tranfactions as thefe, difference of opinion mult occur, - 5 ae 

Maria was imprifoned on fufpicion of being concerned with Alexéy, was again releafed, and died at - 
- Peterfburgh in 1723. rai ° ; : 

} Eudocia was efpoufed in 1689 to Peter the Great. and was delivered of Alexéy in 1690. Her oppofition to. 
Peter's plans of reformation, and remonftrances againit his incontinence, occafioned her divorce, which took ~ 
“place in 16¢6 ; when the was compell<d to aflume the veil, and confined in a convent at Syfdal.  Doring her 
refidence in that convent, fhe is reported to have formed a connedtion with General Glebof, and even to have 
entered into a contra& of marriage by exchanging rings. Encouraged by the predictions of the Archbifhop 
of Roof, -who; from a dream,.announced to her the death of Peter, and her immediate return to courty, 
under the reign of her fon Alexéy, the re-affumed, it was faid, fier fecular drefs, and was publicly prayed for: 
jn the church of the convent underthe name of the Emprefs Eudocia. Being conveyed to Mofcow in 1718, 
and examined, fhe was. by order of her inhuman hufband, fcourged by two nuns, and imprifoned in a {mall 
cell in the convent of New Ladoga, without being fuffered to fre any one but the perfons who brought her 
food, which fhe drefled herfelf, From thence the was removed to the fortrefs of Schluffelburgh, Being 
releafed on the acceflion of her grandfon Peter J11. the repaired to Mofcow, was prefent at his cotonation, 
as well as that of the Emprefs Anne, and expired in the Devitchei nunnery, where the held her court, ia 
1731, th the sgth year of her age |. : 

This Princefs, though certainly a weak woman, perhaps was not fo guilty. as the was reprefented by Peter. 
Mrs. Vigor, who faw and converfed with her at Mofcow in 4731, affures us, that Glebof * underwent 
fuch repeated tortures, as it was thought no creature could have borne, with great conftancy, perlifting in. . 
his own and her innocence during his torments. At laft the Tzar himfelf came to him, and offered him 
pardon if he would confefs. He fpit in the Tzar’s face, and told him, he fhould difdain-to {peak to him,, 
but he thought himfelf obliged to clear his miftrefs, who was as virtuous a woman-as any in the world,” &ca 
Letters from a Lady in Ruflia, p. 44, 46. Alfo Veltaire, Schmidt, &e. ‘ - ; a 

§ For an account of his death fee book v. chap. ii,” aaa 


lt Schmidt, Gen. Tab, in his Ruff. Gefi 


Crar..° 
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Cuap.. VIIL— Divine Service in the Sclavonian and Greek Tongue, performed by the Arch 
bifbop of Mofcow.—Bleffing of :the Waters.—Public Feaft given to the Populace—De- + 


+ feription of the vapour Baths. . 


‘THE reader in the prefent chapter, will meet with various ceremonies and national 
cuftoms, which will follow each other in an unconnected detail, but which were too ca-° 
rious to be omitted. : ; . 

During our ftay at Peterfburgh, one Sunday morning, at nine o’clock, we, in com- 
pany with Sir James Harris, had the honour of attending Prince Potemkin to the Arch- 
bifhop of Mofcow, in order to be prefent at a Sclavonian and Greek fervice. ‘This 
learned Prelate, whofe name is Plato, received us with greut politenefs, and, at the clofe 
of a fhort converfation, conducted us into the church. On his entrance the chorifters 
began a fhort hymn *, which they finifhed as he approached the fhrine; having then 
faid a thort prayer, he placed himfelf upon a. raifed feat in the middle of the church t ; 
and taking off his mandyas, or common garment, the attendant prielts kiifed his hand, 
while they delivered to him the different parts of the coftly pontifical veftments, which, 
in receiving, he raifed to his lips {, before he invefted himfelf with them. He alfo 
placed on his head a crown richly ornamented with pearls and precious ftones. We 
were informed, that this drefs is fimilar to the imperial robe, formely worn by the Greek 
Emperors of Conftantinople, which they permitted the fupreme dignitaries of the church 
to put on at the time of fervice ; and the fame attire fill continues to diftinguith the - 
hierarchy of the Greek church eftablithed in R.uffia from the lower orders, iat 

The Archbifhop being robed, repaired to the fhrine within the great folding-doors, 
and foon afterwards began the celebration of divine worfhip. Part of the fervice was 
performed in the Sclavonian tongue by the different priefts, and part by the archbifhop © 
in the Greek language, which he pronounced according to the accent of the modern 
Greeks. In conformity to the rules of the church, no organ, or any other mufical in- 
ftrament, was introduced ; but the vocal harmony, which confifted in hymns, was ex- 
ceedingly pleafing. Lighted tapers and incenfe feemed no les effential parts. of their 
worfhip than among the Roman Catholics. ~ , ; io 

Towards the conclufion of the prayers, the archbifhop and clergy retired into. the’ 
fhrine, to receive thecommunion. The folding-doors were immediately fhut, and none 
of the laity § at that time partook of this rite; but. we, as ftrangers, were allowed to 
view what pafled through a fide door that was left open for that purpofe, The commu. 
nicants ftood during the ceremony; and the wine was, according to ufual cuftom, 
mixed with warm water; the bread, which was cut into {mall pieces, was put into the 
wine ; and the elernents of both kinds were given at the fame time in a {poon. - : 

The whole fervice lafted about an hour. The Archbifhop, having pronounced the 
final benedi&tion, again feated himfelf in the middle of the church, divefted himfelf of 
his pontifical garments, and clothed himfelf. in his common robe. We then followed 


* « The Lord’s ..2me is praifed from the rifing of the fun to the going: down of the fame,” Pfalm 

CSIIL 3. ; : 

+ ‘The Bifhopsalone have the rivilege of robing themfelves in the middle of the church; the common 

priefts put on their ecclefiaftical vetments in the fhrize. * : 
£ In ordet io kifs the crofs, which is embroidered upon each part of the drefs. 

_ § The laity generally receive the 1esrament once or twice ia the year. 


him 
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him to his houfe, where we found a collation, confifting of an eel-pye, a fterlet, red and 
pickled herrings, and various forts of /igueurs and wincs. After enjoying for fome time 
the intelligent and entertaining converfation of the Archbifhop, who {poke fluently the 
French tongue, we made our acknowledgments, and retired. : 

Before our departure from the metropolis, we had an opportunity of being prefent 
at another religious rite of a more public nature, the blefling of the Waters; which 
was performed on the 6th of January, O.S. January 17th, N.S. though not with 
its ancient pomp and magnificence. “This ceremony ufed to be held upon the Neva; on 
which occafion the Sovereign attended in perfon‘upon the ice, and all the regiments of 
guards were drawn out in great folemnity. Its pomp, though ftill fplendid, is now much: 
diminifbed. : ‘ . 

On the frozen furface of a fmall canal, between the admiralty and the palace, was 
erected an octagon pavilion of wood, painted green, and ornamented with boughs of fir: 
it was open at the fides, and crowned by a dome, fupported by eight pillars. On the 
top was the figure of St. John with the crofs, and four paintings, reprefenting fome mi- 
racies of our Saviour; in the infide a carved image of the Holy Spirit, under the em- 
blem of adove, was fufpended, as is ufual in the fan@uaries of the Greck churches, 
The floor of this edifice was carpeted, excepting a {quare vacancy in the middle, in which 
an opening was cut in the ice, and a ladder let down into the water. The pavilion was. 
enclofed by pallifadoes, adorned with boughs of fir, and the intermediate {pace alfo co- 
vered with carpets. -"h'rom one of the windows of the palace a fcaffolding was erected, 
ornamented with red cloth, which reached to the extremity of the canal. : 
.. At the time appointed, the Emprefs appeared at the window of the palace, and the 
Archbifhop, who was to perform the benedictien, paffed at the head of a numerous pro. 
ceffion along the fcaffolding into the oftagon, round which were drawn up a few foldiere 
‘of each regiment quartered at Peterfburgh. . After having pronounced a few prayers *, 
he defcended the ladder, plunged a crofs into the water, and then fprinkled the colours 
‘ofeach regiment. At the conclufion of this ceremony the Archbishop retired, and the 
people rufhed in crowds into the oftagon{, drank with eagernefs the water, 
iprinkled it upon their clothes, and carried fome of it away for the purpofe of purifying 
their houfes. : at a eas 

On the 6th of December we were witnefs to a very fingular entertainment given to’ 
the public by a Ruffian, who had acquired a large fortune by farming, during four 
years only, the right cf vending fpirituous liquors. On furrendering his contra¢t, he 
gave, as a proof of his gratitude to the lower clafs of people, by whom he had enriched 
himfelf, a feaft near the garden of the fummer-palace, which was announced by hand- 
bills diftributed throughout the city. As ftrangers, defirous of obferving the national 
manners, we did not fail to be prefent at this caroufal, which commenced at two o’clock 
in the afternoon. — A large femi-circular table was covered with all kinds of provifion, . 
piled in different fhapes, and in the greateft profufion. ‘Large flices of bread and ca- 
viare, dried fturgeon, carp, and other fifh, were ranged a great height, in the form of 
pent-houfes and pyramids, and garnifhed with craiv-fifh, onions, and pickles. In dif. = 
ferent parts of the grounds were rows of cafks full of fpirituous liquors, and ftill larger 
veflels of wine, beer, and quafs. Among the decorations I obferved the reprefentation 


" '% "The'feader will find the ceremonies and prayers ufed on this occafion, in Dr. King’s Rites of the Greek 
Church, p. 386. ae . ; 

t Iwas informed that fome of the populace plunged into the water, and that others dipped their children 
into it 5 but as I was not myfelf witnefs to thefe circumftances, I cannot vouch for their truth. : 
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of animmenfe whale in paffetjoard, covered with cloth:aad gold or filver brotade, and 
filled in the infide with bread, “dtied ‘Aifh, dnd ‘other provifions. ; 

All forts of games and diverfions were exhibited for the amufement of the populace. 
At the extremity of the grounds was a large {quare of ice well {wept for the fcaiters 3 
near which were two machines like the {winging vehicles at Bartholomew Fair, One 
of thefe, machines confifted of two crofs-beams fixed horizontally to a pole in the centre 
by means of a pivot; from the ends of the beams hung four fledges, in which the peo- 
ple feated themfelves, and were turned round with great velocity; the other had four 
wooden horfes fufpended from the beams, and the riders were whirled round in the like 
manner as their rivals in the fledges. Beyond thefe were two ice-hills, fimilar to thofe 
which I have defcribed on a former occafion *, and for the fame diverfion. Two poles, 
above twenty-fect in height, were alfo erected, with'colours flying ; and at the top of 
each were placed a piece of money, asa prize for thofe who could fwarm up and feize it. 
Yhe poles, being rubbed with oil, foon froze in this fevere climate; many and tedious 
were the attempts of the various competitors in this flippery afcent to fame. ‘The feene 
was lively and gay ; for above forty thoufand perfons of both fexes were aflembled on the 
occafion. : 

_ Having thus far fatisfied our curiofity, we found our way, not without great difficulty, 
through the crowd to a pavilion in the garden; where the mafter of the feaft and fe. 
veral of the nobility were aflembled, and were regaled with a cold collation, and various © 
forts of wine. : 

It was preconcerted that on firing a rocket, the people were to drink a glafs of fpi- 
rituous liquor, and, on the difcharge of a fecond, to begin the repaft. But the impa- 
ticnce of the populace anticipated the neceffity of the fecond fignal; and the whole 

. multitude was foon and at once in motion. The whale ~was the chief object of conten- 
tion; within the {pace of a few minutes he was cntircly divefted of his gaudy trappings, 
which became the fpoils of his fuccefsful invaders. "They had no fooner flead.off his 
drapery, and fecured the fragments of rich brocade, than they rent him into a thoufand 
pieces, to feize the provifions with which his infide was ftored. ‘The remaining people, 
who were too numerous to be all engaged in contending abcut the whale, weré em- 
ployed in uncovering the pent-houles, and pulling down the pyramids;. in conveying 
with one haad provender to their mouths, and with the other to their pockets. Others 
crowded round the cafks and hogfheads; and with great wooden ladles lapped incef- 
fantly wine, beer, and {pirits. ‘The confufion and riot, which foon fucceeded, is better . 
conceived than defcribed ; and we thought it expedient to retire. he evening was 
clofed with a fuperb illumination of the gardens, and magnificent fire-works. 

But the confequences of this feaft were indeed dreadful. The cold had fuddenly in. 
creafed with fuch violence, that Fahrenheit’s thermometer, which at mid-day ftood only 
4, funk towards the clofe of the evening to 15 below freezing point. Many intoxicated 
perfons were frozen to death: nota few fell a facrifice to drunken quarrels; and others 
were robbed and murdered in the more retired parts of the city, as they were returning 
Jate to their homes. From a comparifon of the various reports, we had reafon to 
conclude, that at leaf four hundred perfons loft their lives upon this melancholy 
occafion f. 





* See vol. ii. book ix. chap. 3. 7 
+ The following day I counted myfelf no lefs than forty kodies, colleSted in two fheda near the placeof 


entertainment. ‘ ; 
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COXE’S TRAVELS HYURUSETEE GOT 

The Rufian baths have been defcribed by every traveller who, has-given to.the. public 

any relation of fhis country. Inftead of tranferibing from the accounts..of ofhers, I 
fhall relate what fell under my own immediate notice. 

In one of the Ruflian villages we entered a bathing-houfe, and examined it with as 
much attention as the extreme heat would permit. It was a wooden building of .one 
room, with fmall windows like thofe ef the common cottages. Within an old woman 
was employed in preparing the bath; and as the violent {moke and heat rendered it 
fearcely poffible for us to itay in the room for the fpace of a minute, we took our ftation 
at the door, and obferved the procefs. Sie firft madea fire under an arch of large gra- 
nite ftones four feet in height; and when they were fufficiently heated, fhe {prinkled 
them at diiforent intervals with water, which flew off in vapour. She then took from 
the fire, hy means of two fticks, feveral fmall red-hot pebbles, and put them into pails 
and troughs of water, which acquired different degrees of warmth. In half an hour 
three men entered the bath ; and, taking off their clothes, remained within, while the 
oid woman coatinued to throw water upon the arch of ftones, which heated the room 
to a prodigious degree, Lhey then lay down upon a fort of table, and having lathered 
their bodics with fhe rubbed them lightly with a bundle of twigs in full foliage. 
On account of the excefiive heat, we were driven from the door; and foon afterwards 
the men, their bodies fuflufed with a deep crimfon from the effeéts of the vapour, rufhed 
out, plunged themfelves into the river, and re-entered the bath, ; 

Another bath which we entered near the convent of Yurief at Novogorod, “being 
larger and more commodious, we were able to remain fome time fpectators of the whole 
procefs. ' It was a large wooden building, containing, like that juft defcribed, only one 
room, and was provided with ranges of broad benches, placed like fteps one above the 
other, almoft to the height of the ceiling. Within were about twenty perfons undretfeds 
fome were lying upon the benches} fome were fitting ; others ftanding ; fome were 
wathing their bodies with foap ; others rubbing themfelves with {mall branches of oak- 
leaves tied together like a rod; fome were pouring hot water upon their heads, others 
cold water; a few, almoft exhaufted by the heat, were ftanding in the open air, or re- 
peatedly plunging into the Volkof *, 

I fhall add on this fubjeét the following account communicated to me by an Englith 
gentleman at Peterfburgh, who was ordered to bathe for his health. |“ The bathing. 
Yoom was {mall and low, and contained a heap of large ftones piled over a fire, and two 
broad benches, one near the ground, and the other near the ceiling. Small buckets of 

- water being occafionally thrown upon the heated ftones, filled the room with a hot and 
fuffocating vapour ;. which, from its tendency to afcend, rendered the vpper part much 





* "Travellers are too apt not to diftinguith between the cuftoms of the common people and thofe of the 
nobles ; often imputing to the latter what is trne only of the former. The Abbé de Chappe, in his account 
of his Journey through Siberia, has in many inftances been guilty of this abfurdity ; and the reader is led 
to conclude from his narrative, that the nobles kathe promifcuoufly in public like the common people; that 
they are cqually addicted to fpiritueus iquors: ard that they are as rude and inelegant in their entertaine 
ments and behaviour; the very reverfe of which is the faét. The author of the Antidote to his Tra- 
vels has not failed, with a glow of national patriotifm, to cenfure fuch indifcrimisate accounts. In no one 
inflance has the Abbé been more errone:-vs than in his defcription of the baths. After a ludicrous relation. 
of them, he adds, “ Thefe baths are in ufe all over Ruffia; every inhabitant of this “vait traét of land, 
from the Sovereign to the meaneft {ubjeét, bathes twice a week, and in the fame manner, Every individualy 
even. of the {malleft fortune, has a private bath in his own houfe, in which the father, mother, and chil- 
dren fometimes bathe all together” And again, ‘Che baths of the rich differ only from thofe of the poor 
people in being more clean.” But fuch fhameful mifreprefentations fcarcely deferve to be mitntioned, were 
¥ not to expofe their falfity, 3 . a 


4x2 hotter 





RUSBIA. 
; my clothes, I laid myfelf down. upon. the- 
“Higheft bénch ;° while the. bathing*wo: was preparing tubs of hof and ‘cold-water, 
and continued to increafe’the vapour in the manner above mentioned. Having dipped 
-a bunch of twigs into the-hot water, the repeatedly {prinkled, and then rubbed with it 
my whole body. © In about half an hour I removed.to the lower bench, which I found 
much cooler; when the bathing-woman lathered me from head to foot with foap, ferub- 
bed me with flannel for the {pace of ten minutes ; and throwing feveral buckets of warm 
water over me, till the foap was entirely wathed off, the finally dried me with napkins. 
As I put on my clo.hes in a room without a fire, I had an opportunity of remarking, 
that the cold air hau little etfeét on my body, though in fo heated a ftate; for while I 
was dreffing, I felt a glow of warmth which continued during the whole night. ‘This 
circumftance convinced me, that when the natives rufh from the vapour-baths into the 
river, oy even roll in the fnow, their fenfations are in no refpect difagreeable, nor the 
effects in any degree unwholefome.” 

Though the hardinefs of the Ruflians has, with reafon, been gencrally attributed to 
the fudden extremes of heat and cold, which they experience on theie oceafions ; yet 
other caufes are not wanting that may concur to this effe@. The peafants change their 
drefs without the leaft attention to the variation of the feafons, on the fame day’they 
weur only their coarfe fhirts and drawers, ‘or are clad in the warmett clothing. They 
are totally unacquainted with the luxury of beds; fleeping either upon the tops of their 
ftoves, or on the bare floor, fometimes in their clothes, and at other times almolt naked. 
‘Their cottages alfo are rendered exceedingly hot, from the number of perfons crowded 
into a fmall fpace, and from the ftoves, which are almoft always heated, even in the 
midft of fummer ; fo that when they go out, it is like iffuing from a warm bath into the * 
open air. The children are not tenderly nurtured, but are equally inured from their ear- 
lieft infancy to the moft oppofite extremes. We feldom, indeed, paffed through a vil- 
lage, in which we did not obferve feveral running about the ftreets; and others, who 
were fcarcely able to crawl, ftanding or lying near the doors of the cottages, with no 
other covering than their fhirts, even in rainy or frofty weather. ‘Vhus the natives are 
ufed to fudden changes of heat and cold, and accuftomed from their infancy to the har- 
dieft kind of life. : 


708 COXE’s “TRAVE! 
hotter‘than the lower. Having ‘taken 





Cuap. 1X.— Journey from Peterfourgh to Riga.—Hiftury of Livonia. —Narva.—Dorfi. 
: —Riga.— Anecdotes of General Brown. 


AN excurfion through Livonia and Courland will form the fubje& of this and the 
following chapter. 

May 8, 1585. Quitting St. Peterfburgh, we purfued our journey through: Eithonia, 
and Livonia, conquered from the Swedes by Peter the Great. 

As thefe provinces bordering upon Ruffia, Sweden, and Poland, and reciprocally 
poffeffed by thofe three powers, were, during a period of more than two centuries, a 
conftant fource of the moft bloody wars, it may not be unneceflary to ftate briefly their 
hiftory, and to trace the caufes which rendered them objeéts of contention. ‘ 

In 11:8, fome merchants of Bremen, bound to Witby, in the ifle of Gothland *, 
driven by ftrefs of weather, landed at the mouth of the Duna, trafficked with the na- 
tives, and gradually eflablifhed a fettlement. A German monk of the Augultine order, 


* Nachrichter von Liefland, §. R. G, v. 9. p. 263. 
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who accompanied ‘the new colonifts, acquired the language ofthe country, converted 

“-feveral of the natives to chriftianity, and perfuaded them to be baptized:': According to’ 
the cuftom of that barbarous zra, an. order of knighthood, firft called the Knights of 
Chrift, and afterwards with more propriety the Knights of the Sword, was initituted 
for the propagation of Chriftianity by force of arms. Thofe military miflionaries, equally. 
fanatic and fanguinary, gradually over-ran the country, and reducing the ancient. inha- 
bitants, rendered them at the fumestime Chriftians and flaves, 

In 1231 thefe knights, being incorporated in the Veutonic order, ftyled themfelves 
Knights and Lords of the Crofs, and purchafed Efthonia, in 1521, from the King of 
Denmark. Walier Plettenburgh, chief or general, having obtained from the Grand 
Matter of the Teutonic order the jurifdiion of Livonia, was confidered as independent, 
and admitted by Charles the Fifth among the Princes of the empire. The knizhts con- 
tinued in poffeflion of Efthonia and Livonia, watil the i:npolitic condua of their matters, 
and civil diffenfions, incited the ambition of :he neighbouring powers, and involved the. 
couutry in a feries of bloody wars. : 

Tn 1556, the Archbifhop of Riga being imprifoned by Walter Furftenburgh, general 
of the order, implored the afliftance of his uncle, Sigifmond Auguftus, King of Poland: 
Sigilmond immediately armed in favor of his nepicw, invaded Livonia, and compelled. 
Walter-Furftenburg to releafe the Archbifhop.to liberty,. and to conclude a treaty, by’ 
which he acknowledged himfelf and the province of Livonia dependent on the crown of 
Poland. ; . 

But Ivan Vafiilievitch, whofe anceftors poffeffed Dorpt, and other neighbouring towns 
in Livonia and E{thonia, laid claim to thefe provinces, and entering Livonia with a for: 
midable army, refolved to annex them to the Ruilian empire. In this imminent dan- 
ger, the city of Revel, and the inhabitants of Efthonia, threw themfelves under the pros 
teCtion of the King of Sweden, who, in taking poffeflion of that province, claimed Li- 
vonia as an annexed dependency. At the fame time the Ruffians, entering Livonia, met 
with little refiiance, took Furflenberg, the Grand Matter, prifoner, and. over-ran. the 
country. : 

Gothard Ketler, who was appointed Grand Mafter in the place of Purftenberg, un: 
able to refill the Ruffian, arms, haftily concluded a treaty with Sigifmond Auguitus, 
ceded Livonia to the crown of Poland, on.condition of referving to himfelf and heirs 
male the duchies of Courland and Semigallia as fiefs of Poland. At the conelufion of 
this treaty, Livonia, the objeé&t of contention, thus ceded to Poland, was partly poileffed 
by the Poles. partly by the Swedes, and partly over-run by the Ruffians. 

In this fituation of affairs, [van Vaffilievitch conferred on Magnus, Prince of Denmark, 
who, in the capacity of bifhop of - il‘en in Courland, |had fome pretentions to Livonia, 
the nominal fovereignty of that province Having already related * the account of that 
tranfation, together with the erection and extinétion of the thort-lived kingdom of Li. 
vonia, I fhall only add, tnat Ivan Vaffilievitch, being worfted by Stephen Bathori, King 
of Poland, in feveral engagemenits, purchafed a peace, by ceding, in 1582, to the crown 
of Polind, all that part of Livonia which he had occupied; but the King of Sweden 
continued in pofleflion of Efthonia; and, by the fourth article of the peace of Oliva, 
obtained poffeffion of all Livonia. Thefe important provinces, containing ail the north~ 
ern diftrict between the Gulf of Finland, the Narova, the Peipus lake, and the Duna, 
and ftretching to the boundaries of the prelent government of Polotfk, were wrelted from. 


* Book III” chap. vi. 
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the Swedes by Peter the Great, and confirmed tothe Ruffians by the peace of Ryftadt, 
In 1721. : at : 

The reformation was firft introduced into Livonia and Efthonia in 1522, and foon em- 
braced by all ranks of people. The Lutheran religion is the moft prevalent; but all other 
feéts are tolerated. 

Narva and its fuburbs, according to a geographical divifion, are fituated partly in In« 
gria, and partly in Efthonia, as the river Narova divides thofe two provinces; but, 
in the divifion of governments eftablithed by the Emprefs, is comprifed in Ingria, or the 
government of St, Peterfburgh. 

Narva ftands on the Narova, near one hundred miles from Peterfburgh, twenty-four 
from the point where that river ifues from the lake, and eight miles from its mouth, 
where it falls into the Gulf of Finland. ‘The houfes are built of brick ftuccoed white, 
and it has more the appearance of a German than of a Ruffian town. In the fuburbs, 
called Ivangorod, the coloffal remains of an ancient fortrefs, built by Ivan Vaflilievitch 
the Great, impend in a picturefque manner over the fteep banks of the Narova. 

The principal exports are hemp, flax, timber, and corn; the imports, falt, tobacco, 
wine, falted herrings, pices, tea, fugar, and other grocery wares. 

I did not omit vifiting the two falls of the river Narova, which have been pompoufly 
deferibed by feveral travellers, but appear trifling and uninterefting to thofe who have 
feen the fall of the Rhine at Schaffhaufen, of the Dahl, ncar Geile, in Sweden, and the 
ftupendous cataracts of Trolhestia, ‘Lhe breadth of the river is two hundred feet, and 
the perpendicular height of the falls fcarcely exceeds twenty. The fteep and chalky 
banks of the river, its rapid and turbid ftream, anda rocky ifland which Separates the 
two falls, form a rugged and picturefque fcene, much heightened by the foam and roars 
ing of the cataract. 

Near Narva is the fpot celebrated for the vi@tory which Charles the Twelfth, in the 
nineteenth year of his age, gained over the Ruffian army (1700). Authors prone to 
exaggeration, and willing to render more marvellous the exploits of the Swedifh hero, 
have diminifhed his army to three thoufand, and increafed the Ruffians to one hunared 
thoufand. The faét feems to be, that Charles headed, on that memorable day, at leaft 
nine thoufand men, and the Ruffians did not exceed thirty-two thonfand*. And it is 
no wonder that the veteran troops of Sweden, led on by their undaunted monarch, 
fhould triumph over a raw undifciplined army, commanded by generals at variance 
with each other. Six thoufagd Ruffians, including thofe drowned in attempting to 
pafs the Narova, fell in this engagement; but the confequences were {till more fatal to 
the Ruffian arms, as the whole artillery was loft, and the greater part of the infantry 
furrendered to the conqueror. The number of prifoners was fo great, that the oflicers 
were only detained; the reit were driven, like a flock of fheep, to the diftance of a league 
from Narva, and difmiffed. 

Peter the Great, not difpirited with this lofs, exclaimed, “I expcéted that the Swedes 
would beat my troops; but in time they will teach us to conquer them.” Nor was 
this predi€tion long before it was verified. In lefs than five years from the defeat at 
Narva, he revenged the difhonour of his arms on that unfortunate day, by taking the 
town by affault; and gave a fingular proof of his humanity. He traverfed the fireets 
on horfeback, with his drawn fword in his hand, reftrained his troops from pillage, killed 
two who refufed to defift, placed guards at the doors of the principal houfes and before 

















* See L’Evefque’s Hit de Ruffie, vol. iv. p. 169+ 
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tt churches, ‘repaired to the Hotel de Ville, where the magiftrates and citizens had 

taken refuge, and throwing his fword upon the table, exclaimed; ‘It is not {tained 

with the blood of the natives, but with that of my own foldiers, whom I killed in order 
"to fave your lives *.”” : 

Dorpt, one hundred and feventy-four verfts, or one hundred and fixtcen miles, from . 
Narva, bears evident marks of the dreadful devaftation which it fuffered in the wars 
between the Swedes and Ruffians in the beginning of this century ; and particularly in 
the ruins of the cathedral, which form a picturelque objeé& on an adjacent hill. “ In 
addition to thefe devaftations, the town fuffered a few years ago from a violent confla- 
gration; but is now rebuilding, and will rife more beautiful from its ruins, as the Em. 
prefs has contributed with her ufval munificence. A wooden bridge over the Empac 
was likewife burnt down, but has been fupplied by a magnificent ftone bridge, on which 
I vemarked this arrogant infcription : 


} Sifte impetus hic flumen, 
Catharina II. jubet ; 
Cujus munificentia heec moles : 
In publicum commodum 
Extruda, Livoniaque primo 
Lapideo ponte adornata, 
1783. 


Tn purfuing our route from, Narva to Dorpt, we coafted the lake Peipus, a large but 
uninterefting piece of water, the banks flat, and the environs moftly fandy. 

Derpt ftands in the moft fertile part of Livonia, called, from the abundance of grain, 
the Granary of the North ; and this fertile diftrict continued till we came within a few 
miles of Riga, which is invefted, as Wraxall juitly obferves, “ on every fide with deep 
barren fands. Its fituation in fo barren a fpot was chofen by commerce, the genius of 
which fill proteéts and enriches it {.” 

Riga, the capital of Livonia, contains within the fortifications nine thoufand inhabi- 
tants, and in the fuburbs fifteen thoufand, exclufive of a garrifon of one thoufand fol- 
diers §. It derives its confequence from its fituation on the Duna, a river which, being 
navigable from the frontiers of the government of Polotik, brings the productions of 
the north eaftern parts of Poland, and the weltern provinces of Ruffia, and is fufficiently 
deep to receive clofe to its walls, fhips of burthen, which fail to and from the Baltic. 

Next to St. Peterfburgh it is the moft commercial town in the Ruffian empire. The 
trade is chiefly carried on by foreign merchants, who are refident in the town. ‘The 
Englith factory enjoy the greatcft {hare of the commerce, and live ina hofpitable and 
fplendid manner. ‘Lhe principal exports are corn, hemp, flax, iron, timber, matts, 
leather, tallow; the imports, falt, cloth, filks, wine, grocery, ,pot-afh, and falted 
herrings. 

The maft trade is peculiarly beneficial to the town: the burghers of Riga fend per- 
fons, who are called maft-brokers, into the Ruffian provinces, to mark the trees, which 


* L’Evefque, p. 201. 
+ Here, O river, ftop your impetuous courfe, Catharine the fecond commands ; by whofe munificence 
this mound was raifed, and Livonia adorned with this firft fone bridge. A 
{ Wraxail’s Northern Tour, p. 21. - ‘ 
5 According to Heym, in the town and fuburbs, fourteen thoufand two hundred and eighty males, and 
thirteen thoufand five hundred and fixteen females. 
are 
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‘ave purchafed ftanding. They grow: moftly on the'diftritts ‘which border on the Dfffe- 
per, are fent up that river to a landing-place, trarifported thirty verfts to the Duna, are 
then formed into floats of from fifty to two hundred piéces, and defcend the ftream to 
Riga. The tree which produces the largelt mafts isthe Scotch fir. hofe pieces which 
are from eighteen to twenty-five inches in diameter are called mafts; under thofe di- 
menfions, {pars, or in England, Norway mafts; becaufe Norway exports no trees more 
than eighteen inches in diameter. : 

‘The Englith merchants, who contra& with government, buy the mafts from the 
burghers of Riga; and great fkill is required in diilinguithing thofe that are found 
throughout from thofe which are in the leail iniernaily decayed. ‘fbey are vfually from 
feventy to eighty feet in length, . 

The hemp is brought from the Ukraine and Poland, and requires two years in its 
paflage to Riga, ‘The barks in which it is conveyed, are from two hundred and fifty 
to three hundred tons burthen, are covered with mats, floping like a penthoule roof, 
and have a falfe bottom, ‘They afcend the Dnieper and the Duna; but on account cf 
numerous fhoals can only pafs the Duna in the {pring, or about three weeks after the 
Show begins to melt, and if they mifs that time, are delayed ti! autumn. . ‘J he hemp 
exported from Riga, is generally more eiteemed, and 30 per cent. dearer, than that ex- 
ported from Peterfburgh * 5 the former comes from the Ukraine, the provinces of Mo- 
hilef and Polotfk, and the neighbouring parts of Poland; the other frum the govern- 
ments of ‘I'ver and Novogorod. ‘The Riga hemp is chiefly ufed for fhrouds and flays 
of men of war, and procured by contract for the Englifh admiralty and Eail India 
company tf, ; . 

‘the inhabitants of Riga carry on alfo a confiderable commerce in falt.. They import 
it from Spain, and fend it up the Duna to fupply the diftri's bordering on that river ; 
and by land into Courland, and into the neighbouring provinces of Poland. | 

We paid our refpects to General Brown, governor of Riga, and had the honour of 
dining with that gallant veteran, who, witha pleafing garrulity natural to old age, related 
a variety of intere(ling adventures, that had befallen him in the courfe of a long and 
adttve life. He is a native of Ireland, and was born in the beginning of ths century, 
Being a Roman catholic, he was compelled to feck his fortune m foreign courts, which 
he would willingly have dedicated tohis own. He firtt entered the Auftrian, and finally 
into the Ruifian fervice. In the campaigns of 1737 and 1738, he ferved under Count 
Munich again{t the Turks, and diftinguifhed himfeif at the fiege of Otchakof. Being 
fent with a corps of troops into Hungary, he was taken priioner by the Turks, fold asa 


* Lately the Ukraine hemp has found its way to Peterfburgh. : 

+ In cafe of neceflity, the Urticun Cannabina, or himp-vettle, might be fubftituted in the place of hemp. 
It is a native of South-eaftern Siteria, on the other tide of the Oby, and is chiefly found in the vallies be- 
tween rocky mountains, andonthe banks of tk rivers. It comes out early in the fpring, and affords good 
fhoots, which ate eaten by the natives as vevetables, Iv Rowers in June or July 5 and is: good foils thoots 
from ten to fifteen feet high In Siberia the feeds ripen in September, atiout the time of the firlt frof, 
It is perensia!, and multipiies by runeirg = The cords made fiom this {pecies are ftronger even than thofe 
twilted from hemp. Tie Mongel Partars ufe them for cerds to their bows, and for nets to catch animals 
in the woods’ In fome parts of Germany the natives employ them for ropes. ‘This plant is defcribed in 
Amman’s Stirpium Rariofum in Tmperic Putheno Icones et Deferipliones, p. 473. No. 244. plate 25. Urtica fo- 
lis srofunde laciniscis 3 alo ww Gmeiin’s Fiera Siberica. It will be deferibed in the third volume of Falias? 
Flora Rofi a. ; ; 

The common nettle, the urtica urens of Linnzus, fupplies the natives of Kamfchatka *, and of the Karil 
Mes, with cords for fithing-nets. 









* See Cook’s laf voyage, vol. ill. p. 339.—Pallas Nord. Beytr, vol. iv. p. 137, 
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flave, and transferred to four different niafters. Ar one titte He was bound  back.'to 
back ‘with another: prifoney for eight and forty hours, and expofed almoftnaked at the: 
various places where flaves are brought for fale, He then bore the rank-of colonel ‘in. 
the Ruffian fervice, ‘but to leffen the price-of his ranfom, alferted that he was‘only a. 
captain. Being accidentally met by a gentleman, to whom he was perfonally. known, 
he fent an account of his fituation to the French Ambaflador, who found means to pur- 
chafe him for 300 ducats. But his ‘Turkish matter difcovering his rank, reclaimed his 
prifoner, and threatened to recover him by force. Lhe French Ambaffador, however, 
applied to the Grand Vizir, who'decided in his favour: Count Brown recove ed his 
liberty, and returned to Ruflia, in which fervice he was gradually promoted, and has 
been lately appointed governor of Riza, a place of the greateft truii. 

Over,the Duna, at Riga, is a floating wooden bridge, forty feet in breadth, and two 
thoufand fix hundred in length. A row of piles extends from one fhore to the other 5 
each pile is from twenty-five to forty fect long, according to the depth of the river, and 
appears about four feet above the level of the water. ‘To thefe piles the parts of the 
bridge are loofely faftened, by means of iron chains fixed to the trantverfe beams. The 
bridge rifes and falis with the river, and under the wheels of heavy laden carriages, 
plays as if adluated by a fpring. It is the fafhionable walk, and is an agrecable bufy 
{ccne, when crowded with people, and lined on each fide with fhips taking in or unload- 
ing their cargoes. In the beginning of winter, when the frolt {ets in, the bridge is re- 
moved ; the piles remaining in the water are forced up by the ice, and conveyed to 
land, and the whole is again laid down in fpring. : 

‘The importance of the trade of Riga will appear from the following tables : 



































| Number of Veflels which arrived at Riga, +782 || Veflels which arrived and failed from Riga in 1784; 
! and 1783. fpecifying thofe which wintered there. 
I- 7 
1782. 1783; Wintered.| Arrived. |Departed. 
Danifh, - - - 125 |.145 |; Danifh, - _ 160 160 
| French, - - - _ 8 } French, - ‘ zn 10 10 
From St. Peterfburgh, * 43 °| 38 |) From St. Peterfburgh, iq} 32 36 
Englith, - - = 94 | 200 | Englih, a Pg tags fo og 
Dutch, - - : 6- | 422 || Portuguefe, . - ~ 4 4 
Swedith, - - - 298 | 422 |} Pruffian, - 2 77 7 
Pruffian, - - - 153 | 123 || Swedihh, - 4 git git 
From Oftend, + a : 123 65 || Dutch, : — |-170 170 
Portuguefe, - = = 7 7 || From Oftend, _ 33 33 
American, - = - _ 1 Genoa, — 1 I 
From Bremen, | 7 : ; 36 34. Hambuargh, —_ 12 12 
{ Dantzic, ce - 5 | 10 Lubec, 4 29 24 
Lubec, : = 29 26 Bremen, Jt 25 24 
Rottoc, = - 23 3 Dantzic, _ 3 3 
Hamburgh, = - 5 5 Roftoc, _ Mi W 
| Pernau, - a < 4. 6 Pernauand Revel, ~ 4 4 
From Riga, - _ : 30 | 38 Riga, - 15 30 |; 20 
‘Total, - g61 W254 : Total, 43° {1085 $4,077 
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Value of the Cargoes of the Veffels which failed from Riga in. 1784: 
. ; : . . e Roubles, Cozeca. 
For Denmark, a . - - 735.335 78 

















France, - - - * 270,886 63 — 

The Dominions of the Emperor, . $1,209 45 — 
England, - - - - 1,288,284 58 —- 
Spain, - - - = 383,343 1 
Portugal, ° - a - oe) 302,253 93 
Pruffia, - - - - - 645775 75 — 
Sweden, - - - - - 1,182,907 79 — 
Holland, . - - - - 154.70:322 93 — 
Ttaly, . - - - - 135,097 8 
Hamburgh and Bremen, - - 209,840 Jom 

The Baltuc, - - - - 292,707 39 — 
Total of Exports, - - 65392.422 44 — 

Value of the Imports, + - 1,422,717, 87 12 

Excefs of Exports, - 4,969,704 56 12 

Coin Imported. 
sf Value in Roubles, 

Ducats 448,739) — - - - - - 1,207,741 10 
New rix dollars 1,780,744 - - - 253645389 85% 


Old rix-dollars 138,9703 - + - - - 1,282,058 84% 





Sum total of Coin imported, - 45758189 795 
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Cuar. X.—Mittau.—Duchy of Courland.—Hiftory.—Succeffion.— Ancedotes of Erneft 
John Biron. —Conftitution.—Feodal Dependance on Poland.—Prerogativesof the Duke.— 
Diet.—Nobles.—Religion.—-Language.— Memmel.— Journey to Koningfburgh.— Sketch 


of the Hiftory of Prufia. 


QUITTING Riga we croffed the Duna, paffed through a flat fandy country, thinly 
inhabited, to the Ruffian frontiers, about fixteen Englith miles diftant from Riga, and 
entered the Duchy of Courland. Our baggage was ftriétly fearched by a Ruflian cuf- 
- tom-houle officer, who even opened our portfolios, and examined the fmalleft pieces of 
paper. This ftrict fearch is made to prevent foreigners from exporting Ruflian money ; 
but confidering the debafed ftate of the coinage, is an ufelefs precaution. 

Mittau, which ftands in the midft of a fertile and agreeable country, is a long town, 
containing a mixture of brick houfes ftuccoed white, and wooden buildings. ‘The pa- 
lace *, built by the late Duke, is a great pile of buildings, with a large and handfome fuite 
of apartments, but almoft totally unfurnifhed. Its magnificence and extent almoft 


* Great part of this palace was demolifhed by the late Emperor Paul. It has been lately diftinguithed 
as the temporary refidence of Louis XVIII. ; 
3 puhifies 
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the witticifm of a traveller, who eftimating the country not from.its fize, but from its ~ 
trivial confequence in the fcale ef the north, affirmed that the palace was larger than 
the dukedom. . The academy, inftituted by the prefent Duke ata confiderable expence, 
contained, in May i685, eight profeffors, and only.twenty ftudents. ae 

The duchy of Courland and Semigallia is bounded on the north by the Baltic, on the 
eaft by Livonia, and by Poland on the fouth and weft. Ir flretches in length two hun- 
dared and fifty miles, and the average breadth may be eftimated at forty. 

Gothard Ketler, grand-mafter of the Livonian knights, having ceded Livonia to Po- 
land, at Wilna, received, in 1561, the inveftiture of Courland and Semigallia, as an he- 
reditary fief of the crown of Poland. Dying in 1587, he was fucceeded by his fon 
Frederic i and in 1589, it was enacted by the diet of Poland, that, on the extin@tion of 
che heirs male of the line of Ketler, the duchies of Courland and Semigallia fhould be 
united to Poland. 

Frederick William, Duke of Courland, dying in 1711, without iffue, the right of fuc- 
ceflion devolved on his great uncle Ferdinand, the only furviving branch of the Ketler 
line; but Peter the Great took poffeffion of Mittau and great part of Courland, under 
pretence of fecuring the dowry for his niece Anne, widow of Frederick William. Fer+ 
dinand, who was abfent, and at variance with his nobility, was unable to enforce his 
vight, and Courland, during feveral years, was governed Hy the Ruffian court, under 
the name of the Duchels Anne. ‘The country was in a {late of civil confufion, and 
foveral inefleual attempts were made to raife, firft, a Prince of the houfe of Saxony, 
and afterwards Frederick William, Margrave of Schvedt, to the ducal throne. 

At length, in 1726, the infirmities and abfence of Ferdinand afforded a pretext; a 
party of nobles determined to appoint a fucceffor, and Auguftus the Second, King of 
Roland, fecretly influenced the diet to nominate his natural fon Maurice, afterwards well 
known under the title of Marfhal Saxe. This appointment was conteited by the repub- 
lic of Poland, and by Catharine Emprefs of Rufhia. 

The Polith diet, which aflembled at Grodno, denied the right of the nobles to appoint 
a duke, declared that duchy a vacant fief belonging to the republic, annulled the elec« 
tion of the Count of Saxe, and propofed, on the death of Ferdinand, to incorporate the 
duchies of Courland and Semigallia with the crown, according to the ediét in 1589. 

Catharine the Fir’, confidering Courland almoft as a province of the Ruflian empire, 
equally oppofed the election of Maurice, and the incorporation of Courland ;_ and Prince 
Mentchikof, who on her death afpired to the ducal throne, difpatched a corps of Ruffian 
troops to Mittan, and drove Maurice from Courland. ‘The fall of Mentchikof pre- 
vented his nomination ; but the Ruffians, under Peter the Second, and Anne, maintained 
their jnfuence in Courland, and promifed to fupport the ftates in their right to elect a 
Sovereign on the deceafe of Ferdinand. ; 

‘The death of Auguftus the Second annihilated the hopes of Maurice; and on the 
demife of Ferdinand in 1727, the Emprefs Anne forced the fates to nominate her 
favourite Biron, and fupporied his election in oppofition to the claims and remonttrances 
cf Poland. At length,,deputies from the Emprefs and the new Duke on one fide, and 
from the King and the republic of Poland on the other, arranged the convention called 
Podla Subjcclionis, or Atts of Vaffalage, which regulated the conftitution of Courland 
according to former acts of vaflalage, and eftablifhed the fucceffion in the male line of 
Biron. Tn i729, the Chancclicr of Courland did homage in the name of the Duke to 
Auguftus the Third. But, in 1743, Biron being arrefted and imprifoned, the ftates 
declared the ducal throne vacant, and clefed, at the recommendation of the regent 
Anne, Louis Lrnefl, Prince of Brunfwick, and brother of her hufband Anthony Ulric. 

aY 2 The 
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“the revolution of 17'41, whic placed Elizabeth an the throne. of Ruffia;prevented - 
the ratification of this eleGion 5 “and fro t period, till:1759, the sdutinitracon, was 
nominally vefted in the council of ftate 3 but the. who Sle power centered in the court of 
Ruffia. 

In 1758, the nobles difgutted with their rulers, shofe Charles Chriftian, fon of Au- 
guftus the Third, who received the inveftiture of the two duchies from his father, made 
his entry into Mittau, and répairing to Peterfburgh, obtained from the Emprefs oa lizas 
beth the reftitution of the ducal eftates and revenues, and her renunciation of all right 
and title to thofe two duchics. But the death of Elizabeth, in 1761, rendered this re{ti- 
tution ineffetual. Peter recalled Biron from exile, and Catharine reftored him to his 
former dignity. 

Frneft John Biron * was defcended from a family of mean extraction. His grand- 
father, whofe name was Buren, or Bicren, was head grooin to James the Third, Duke 
of Courland, and obtained from his mafter the gift of a fmall eftate. His fon accom. 
panied Prince Alexander, youngeft fon of the Duke of Courland, in a campai intt 
the Turks, in quality of groom of his horfe, and with the rank of licut t. Prince 
Alexander being killed before Buda, in 1686, Biron returned into Courland, and was 
appointed mafter huntfman to the Duke. 

Erneft John, his fecond fon, was born in 1687, received the early part of his educa- 
tion in Courland, and was fent to the univerfity Sof Koning{burgh in Pruffia, where he 
continued uatil fome youthful imprudences compelled him to retire. In 1712; hemade 
his appearance at St. Peteriburgh, and folicited the place of page to the Princels Char- 
lotte, wife of the ‘T'zarovitch Alexéy, but being rejected as a-perfon of mean extraction, 
retired to Mittau, and-ingratiated himfelf with Count Beftuchef, matter of the houtehold 
to Anne, widow of Frederick William Duke of Courland. Waving through his means 
obtained the office of gentleman of the chamber to the Duchefs, and being of a hand-~ 
fome figure and polite addrefs, he foon became her chief favourite, and the frft ufe 
he made of his favour was to obtain the difgrace of his benefactor Beftuchef. He 
gained an entire afcendency over the affections of his miftrefs, and the up{tart favourite 
offended, by his arrogance, the whole body of the nobility. 

Having efpoufed Mademoifelle de Trenden, a lady of a noble family, and maid of ho- 
nour to:the Duchels, he endeavoured, by means of that alliance, and the favour of his 
miltrefs, to be‘admitted into the body of nobles, but his:foticitations were rejected with 
great contempt. 

His afcendency over the Duchets, his fpirit of intrigue, and extreme mip eg were 
fo notorious, that when Anne was declired Sovereign of Ruifia, one of the articles 
propofed by the council of flate of Mofeow exprefsly ftipulated, that fhe fhould not 

_ bring Biron into Ruffia. She confented, but inftantly broke her word ; for foon after 
her arrival at Mofcow, he made his appearance at her court. By his fecret advice, the 
Emprefs formed a ftrong party among the Ruffian nobility, gained the guards, and 
planned the revolution, which reftored to the crown defpotic authority. But when the 
project was ripe for execution, Anne hefitated, and was alarmed, till Biron took her by 
the hand, and led her. to the door of the apartment in which the ¢ council of ftate, fenate, 


























* For this account of Biron I have confulted- Manftein’s Memoirs, p. 42, 47, 62) 190, 261, 26% 263, 
2%0 = Letters from a Lady in Ruffia, Let. xxviii. xxix.; Schmidt’s Matcrialien fuer deo Ruff. Ge, 
p- 38. 44, 285, 3215 Motifs de Ja Difgrace d@’ Erneft Jean ie Biron, Duc de Cou:land, written by hiniell, 
mn ‘Bulchiog” 's Hift. Magazin. vol. ix. p_ 333, 3983 Antwort auf die Vergehende Schrift. eon cinem 
naechften Verwandtew des Grafen von Munich, ibid. p. 401, 414; Gouvernment de VEmpire de Rufiie, by 
Marthal Munich, paffin, 
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and principal nobility were atfemnbled, aind the was declared abfolute Sovereign. Within. 

“the fpace of a few months, Biron was appointed gentleman of the bed- chamber, knight’ 

. of the order of St. Andrew, lord is chamberlain, and, as Manftein fays, Was omn'po~ 
tent in the government. : 

On the death of Ferdinand Keileroh in 1 17375 the Emprefs di fpatched General Bif- 
marck, governor of Riga, to Mittau, at the head of a cenfidetable army. The riobles 
having aflembled in the cathedral, Bifmarck furrounded the church with troops, and. : 
compelled them to cleét for their Sovereign the fame Biron whom they had refufed to 
adinit into their corps. But his new dignity did not prevent him from ‘keeping his poft 
‘of high chamberlain, and his wife that of the firft lady of the bed-chamber. - Biron ruled: 

-Courlund with the fame arbitr ary fpirit with which he governed Ruffia, and the nobles 
who ventured to oppofe his will, or to fpeak with their ufual freedom, were privately 
feized by perfons in mafks, for ced into Kibitkas, and conveyed to Siberia. “Whe cruely- 
ties alfo which he exercifed upon the moft illuftrious perfons of Ruffia almoft exceed ° 
belief; and Manftein conjeétures, that ‘¢ during the ten years in which Biron’s power. 
continued, above twenty thonfand perfons were fent to Siberia, of whom fcarcely five 
thoufand were ever mdre heard of.” 

‘The arrogance of his temper often broke forth in a manner highly dif ofpeaful to 
the Emprefs. Once in particular, while fhe gave an audience to the Duke of Bevern, - 
Biron burft into the apartment, complained that he was tormented by her fervants,” 
threatened, with horrid imprecations, to retire into Courland, and again rufhing out of | 

‘the room, fhut the door with great violence.’ The Emprefa, in the higheft confterna- 
tion, lifted up her hands to heaven, then clafped them together, and being almoft ready 

- to faint, opened the window for.air. While fhe continued in this agitation, the Duchefs 
of Courland, accompanied by her childien, entered the room, kneeled down, and en- 
treated the Emprefs to forgive the paffionate behaviour of her hufband. Anne in this,, 
as in every other inftance, relented, and patiently endured his infolence *. - During the 
‘fitting of the cabinet council, fhe ‘frequently repaired to an adjoining room, in which 

“her favourite remained, to receive his advice, or rather fis orders, She even kept no 

table, but dined with his family. : 

_ Acquainted only with the German and his ‘native jargon; he govsinéd the extenfive 
empire of Ruffia without underftanding the language. © He even piqued himfelf on his 
igiworance, and declared, inthe prefence of the Emprefs, that he would nor learn the 
Ruflian, becaufe he could not bear to read all the reports aud memorials which were 
daily tranfmitted to hin. ~ 
~ Biron was undoubtedly a man iF great capacity ; during his whole adminiftration, 

the ‘external f{plendour, and internal tranquillity of the Ruffian empire, announced the 

‘vigour and wildom of his mealures, and he fhowed his judgment in employing fuch'a 
Ratefman as Offerman, and fuch a general as Munich. He was a finicere friend and an. 
implacable enemy’; and it was juftly faid of hie, that be feldom forgot a benefit, and 
always remembered an injury. He araffed an enormous fortune in money and jeweli, 
‘and on public occafions his magmibccsce | ss exceeded that of the Emprefs. 


* Bufehing? 8 Wochentiliche Nachrichten, 1774s p. 316s £ 

+ In his vifit of ceremony to the Marquis-de Ja Chetardis, the French Ambaffador, he was preceded by 
the following proceflion: 4. An officer of his court on ae 2. Two fervants: on borfeback, 
3 ‘Three earriages drawn y fix horfes, containing fix-cavaliers. Twe nty four fervants on horfebac 
‘5. Six running footmen, Two blacks. 7. Phirty lacquies on foo. -8. ‘Twelve pages. 9. Nine bey- 
ducs. 10. His matter oh horfe. Laftly, the Duke himfelf in a {plendid carriage drawa by fx. hor fess 
behind, two fervants in Turkith dreffes, 
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-sHaving long directed the affairs of'a gre , he'could not. brook retiririg into 
Courland ;. he accordingly prevail the’ Emprefs, on her death-bed, to appoint her 
great nephew, Prince Ivan, h fucceflor, and -himfelf regent, till the Prince attained the 
age of feventeen; and he managed this. whole tranfaCtion with fo much art, that he feemed 
only to accept the regency"at the earneft requeft and recommendation of Marfhal Mu- 
nich, the Chancellor Ofterman, and the principal Ruffian nobility. Having thus fecured 
the regency, to, the exclufion of Anne, mother of the young Emperor, the firft act of 
his admini(tration was to-obtain for himfelf an annual revenue of 5co,0co * roubles, and 
the title of Imperial Highnefs. 

But the power thus acquired by intrigue, he attempted to fecure by perfecution and 
cruelty. Piquets were placed in the firzets to prevent commotions 3 numerous {pies 
brought vague accounts of contemptuous expreffions and ill-formed plots, and Icarcely 
a day paffed in which fufpected perfons were not imprifoned and tortured to force contet: 
fion. But inftead of difarming the envy and jealoufy of the natives, who were diguited 
with the government of a foreigner, he increafed his unpopularity by the haughtineis of 
his demeanour, and treated even the parents of his fovercign with extreme brutality, 

Prince Anthony Ulric and the Princefs Anne, the father and* mother of the infant 
Emperor, were difaffected at their exclufion from the regency, and Anthony Ulric, 
who was a prince of great {pirit, expreffed his difapprobation in the ftrongeft terms to 
the regent himfelf. Biron fufpeéting that the Prince was cabaling againit his vovern- 
ment, called on him early one morning, without being announced; “ Your Highnels,” 
he faid, “ does not deal juftly with me, for you promifed to inform me of the cabais ot 
difaffected perfons, and you know that intrigues are carrying on againft me in your 
own houfehold.” “I know not,” replied the Prince, “ that any thing is in agitation 
which will be detrimental to the Emperor and the country.” “I will take care,” re- 
turned Biron, “ to place this empire in fuch a fituation as no other perfon is capable of 
doing; for I am neither deficient in knowledge or power.” “ The nobles mutt affift 
you,” faid the Prince, “and you mult all be accountable to the Emperor.” “Am I 
not regent,” replied Biron, ‘ with abfolute authority ? Such aflertions, fir, may occa- 
fion great commotions ; and your Highnefs muit know, that whenever factions arile, the 
Emperor and the country are in danger ; and what muft be the inevitable confequence, 
fhould you and I be at variance?" A maffacre |’? returned the Prince with great 
warmth, putting at the fame time his hand on his fword. 

After much altercation, the Prince accufed Biron of forging the teflament and figna- 
ture of the Emprels, and the Duke quitted the apartment with thefe words: “ “Lhis 
affair, fir, is of great importance, and mutt be laid before the principal nobility of the 
realm.’ Repairing infiantly to his palace, he fummoned the cabinet council, senate, 
and principal nobility, and acquainted them with the converfation, When the imperial 

siniter, Count Keytferling, endeavoured to jullify the Prince, Biron called the Prince a 
liar; and tarning to Keyferling, faid, <* We want here no advocates, and no lawyer’s 
quirks ;”? then traverfing the apartment in extreme agitation, exclaimed, “ Ama 
poifoner! or do I contend for the throne and {ceptre ed 

To the Princefs Anne, who, informed of the mifunderftanding, now made her appear- 
ance, he recapitulated what had paffed with great bitterne!s. Anne was exceedingly 
affected, and appeared to blame her hufband’s conduct. At length, the Prince himfelf 
being fummoned, was prevailed upon to attend. Being reprimanded by Biron, and by 
feveral who were prefent, in the grofieft terms, His Hlighnefs at length fubmitted to 





* :00,c00l. according to the value of a rouble of that pciied. 
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demand pardon, the tears flarting from his eyes from’ this-neceflary bat degrading 
conceition. : 

Soon afterwards, Biron fent a meflage by Marfhal Munich orderiig the. Prince to 
refign his military employments. ; ; 

At variance with the parents of the Emperor, fufpicious of plots, and detefted by thé 
nation, the regent became agitated and unealy, felt the precarioufnefs of his fituation, 
paid his court with great afliduity to the Princefs Elizabeth, and feems even to have 
formed the defign of marrying her to the Prince, his eldeft fon, and of raiiing her, or 
her ncphew the Duke of Holitein to the throne. He even declared publiciy, tat it the 
Prince's or her hutband were refra€tory, he would fend them both into Germany, and 
place the Duke of Holftein on the throne. 

While he was hefirating in regard to his future condu@, and laying plans to remove 
thofe who gave him umbrage, his own ruin came from a quarter which he did not expect, 
and was not prepared to refift. Marfhal Munich, fecretly difguited with the regent, 
tomented the difcontents, awakened the fulpicions of the Princels Anne, prevailed upon 
her to order the arreit of the Duke of Courland, and fucceeded in iecuring his perfon 
on the 18th of December, culy twenty days after his appointment to the regency. 
Muanftein, who was employed by Munich on this occafion *, penctrated at the bead of 
twenty men, into the palace inhabited by Biron, thouglr guarded by forty foldicrs, who 
were placed under the windows of bis bed-chamber, and by numerous centinels pofted 
in the apariments. Being perfonally known to the centincls, they permitted him to pafs, 
thinking that he had en affair of confequence to communicate to the regent. Having 
forced open the deor, he approached the bed, in which the Duke and Duchefs flept fo 
foundly that the noife did not awaken them. On drawing the curtains, both fiarted 
up in furprife, and the Duke inftautly leaped from the bed with an intention to efcape, 
but was prevented by Manftein, who threw bimfelf upon him, and held him till the fol- 
diers came to his affiitance. In this ftruggle the Duke difengaged himfelf from Man.« 
ftvin, and endeavouring to burit from the foldiers who laid hold of his arm, received 
f-veral blows with the but-ends of their mufkets. Being at length thrown on the floor, 
his mouth gagged with a handkerchief, and his hands tied behind with an officer’s fafh, 
he was led to the guard-room, covered with a foldier’s cloak, and conveyed in a carriage 
to the wirter palace in which the Princefs Anne refided, When he was led out, the 
Duchefs fprang out of bed, ran after him into the ftreet, fcreaming in an agony of de- 
Spair, dill forced away by the foldicrs, fhe funk down on the fnow, and would have 
perifhed, had not the Captain of the guard furnifhed her with clothes, and re-conducted 
her to the palace. 

The next day the Duke and his family were conveyed to the fortrefs of Schluffel- 
burgh, and in June were removed to Pelim, a fmall town in Siberia, where he was ims 
prifoned in a wooden hovel under the {tricteft confinement. But he did not long re» 
main in this dreary fituation. The Emprefs Elizabeth recalled him from his imprifone 
ment; and if his misfortunes had not foftened his vindictive fpirit, he enjoyed the 
pleafure of feeing his enemy, Marfhal Munich, occupy that hovel which he had juft 
quitted. 

Biron was transferred to a comfortable manfion at Yareflaf, where he received five 
roubles aday, and the permiffion of hunting in the vicinity. In this fituation, wretched 
when contra{ted with his former ftation as the omnipotent favourite of Anne, or as re- 
gent cf Ruflia, but a paradile when compared with his prifon at Pelim, he paffed his 








* Mernoirs of Mantleine . 


days 
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«days during the whole reign of Elizabeth. --On her demife, Peter the Third recalled- 
- Biron to Peterfburgh, but did not reinftate-him in the duchy of Courland, ~ Biron had 
refuled during his confinement, to refign his right.to that duchy, although he was of- ° 
fered his liberty, anda penfion-of 106,0¢0 roubles; norcould he be’prevailed upon. by 
Peter the Third to abdicate-in favour of the Duke of Holftein ; nobly adding, that he: 
would undergo a fecond:imprifonment Yather than injure his family. Catharine reflored ' 
him. to his former dignity. Poe ea isos: > ea eget oe Nea 
In 1763, Biron repaired-to Mittau, twenty-eight years after his.elettion, and for the, 
_ firft time fince he: had: been -ratled to the Gel throne... Prince-Gharles.of Saxony, 
although fupported by a large partyin Courlaad, yerrecetving no.aihiltance from his father: 
agus the Third, wascompelled to retirebefore the Ruffian forces;:and Birdn received 
the oaths of allegtance from the whol nation. - In: 1764,-he obtaiied from-the King 
and republic of Poland-the inveftiure f Courland for his eldeft fon Peter, the prefent, 
~ Duke ;! in 1769: abdicated: in his-favour, add in 1772; clofed at Mittau, in, the eighty-, 


third-year’ of his age, "a life of unparalleled: vicitfitude,.. 


The. conftitution’* of Courlatid i 


$ extremely complicated, and the rights of Poland, 
of the Duke, ‘and of the diet arc fo-interwoven, as tobe difcriminated with difficulty. 9 

~ From the hiltorical-{keteh-of the fucceffion to the ducal: throne; it, will, appear that 

‘> Courland is a tale-fiéf,-depentent’ on. and conferred by, the:crown:of Poland: , ‘The 

territorial ‘luperiority: of Poland :is fettled. by the: Pada SubjedTionis, or atts of vaflalage, ~. 

ratified by the King-and Duke,yon.the receipt of theiinvelliture: ‘The King invells cach 

Duke-with the duchies of Courland and Semigallia-as fiefs of Poland ;: and receives. his 


' » homage as froma vaflal-to his liege lord.’ If Poland is engaged in war, the Duke mult 


-farnifh two hundred horlé, or five hundred infantry ;. and the nobleg.are bound to fupply 
two hundred horfé; or 30,600 ‘dollars inthe firltlyear of the war, provided no Polith. , 

- oF enemy’s troops are quartered in Courland, and: 10,000; dollars in each of the’ fuc- 
“ceeding. years. The money bears. on‘one fide, the head of the King, or the arms of 
Poland and Lithuania, and is {truck on the fame ftandard as the coin of Poland... ‘The 
Polith money’ paffes current in Gourland, andthe Courlandifh inPoland.. 

The King fettles difputes between the Duke-and his fubjects, receives remonf{trances 
‘.againft any ‘infringement? of privileges from the diet, and can. order the’ redrefs of 
ghievancesy: 0 SP or : oe ii eRe SSS 

~ The diet ‘of Poland ratifies all-laws-which alter, or new model the conftitution, con- 

firms.the cteation of.nobles,.and the indigenat recht, or right of naturalization; recom: 
mended by the Duke and-diet. of Courland.: It is.alfo the fupreme court. of judicature, 
‘to which any noble may appeal fiom the ‘decifioh of the courts of juftice in Courland, 
In all civil caufes above: the value of 500 Polifh florins, and in all criminal. cafes {peci- 
fied in the ftatutes, the final decifion is left to the King and republic. . The King.in re- 
turn’ binds himfelf to fupport the conftitution, the-Duke- in all his prerogatives, and the 
nobles and burghers in all their privileges: : aS 

“The Duke and diet. enjoy the fupreme authority in all other ‘circumftances not con-. 
tradi€tory to their feudal dependance, or-which are not mentioned in the atts of 

~ fubjection. é wes se eas : Rae 

The Duke ‘is invefted with: the executive power, and. the general adminiftration of 

affairs... He has a-negative in all ‘the. proceedings of the diet, confers the principal 
charges, both civil arid military, enjoys the right of pardoning, criminals, judges in. par- 


Hie, wre 


““® For the hiftory and ‘conftitution of ‘Courland, fee Lengnich, Juf, Publ Reg. Poloni: lib, i: & % fees Vv. 
to vii. and Ziegennorn’s Staats Recht der Hertzogthuemer Courland and Semegallen. : 


ticular 
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ticular cales without appéal, in all civil caufes below 500 Polifh florins, and in delin- 
quencies and crimes not {pecified in the ftatute law. E 

The Duke, ftriétly fpeaking, has the right to declare war, make peace, or contract 
alliances ; but although fome inftances of his exercifing thele prerogatives have occurred, 
yet he ufually confulis the diet on thefe occafions, - His revenues are ample, and derived 
from the ducal demefnes, which are fuppofed to form one-third of the duchy, from toils 
and cultoms, manorial and feudal rights, fines, and confifcations of goods, amounting 
to not lefs than 160,000l. per annum, which almoft entirely belongs to his privy purfe, 
as the expences of his court are trifling, and he is not permitted to maintain more than 
five hundred troops. The prerogatives of the Duke are circumfcribed by his vaflainge 
to Poland, by the diet of Courland, and the privileges of the nobles. 

Diets are ordinary or extraordinary ; both convoked by the Duke, either at his own 
plealure, or at the requeft of the nobles. Extraordinary diets are f{ummoned as occafion 
requires. Ordinary diets are convoked every two years, fix weeks before the meetirfg 
of the Polifh diet. "With the circular letters expedited to the parifhes for the eleion of 
the deputies, the Duke fends the propofitions called Deliberations, which are to be laid 
before the diet, and mutt, at the fame time, tranfmit any grievances complained of by the 
body of nobles, for the confideration of that affembly. 

The deputies muft be noble, and are elected by the nobles in their refpedtive parifhes. 
Their number is uncertain, becaufe fometimes one parifh chufes one ‘or two deputies, 
and not unufually three parifhes join in appointing only one, but. may be eftimated at 
twenty-feven, the number of parithes. 

The diet aflembles generally at Mittau, and chufes by a majority of votes a marfhat 
or prefident. The deputies then, headed by the marfhal, repair to the palace, are re- 
ceived by the Duke in ftate, kifs his hand, and are entertained at-dinner. 

‘The diet, conjointly with the Duke, impofes taxes, and paffes all laws and regulations 
which do not infringe on the feodal rights of Poland, or alter the conttifution. 

The diet firft fubmits all grievances to the Duke; and if he confiders them nugatory, 
and refufes to redrefs them, the deputies anjoy the privilege of laying their remonitrances 
before the diet of Poland, as the fupreme court of legiflature. : 

All queftions are carried or rejected by the majority, and cach deputy muff vote ac- 
cording to the inftrudtions of his conftituents; but in all inftances wherein the conftitu- 
ents have not fully inftru€ted the deputy, his vote is null, and. the fentiments of the 
majority prevail. : 

From this abfurd method of giving previous inflru@tions, and the attempts of the 
deputies to elude them, many inftances occur in the hiftory of Courland, in which the 
minority have prevailed over the majority: this cuftom has alfo given rife to feveral 
attempts fuccelsfully made for a fingle deputy to affume the right of the Jiberum 
veto * as in Poland, though under another name, and to diffolve the diet from his fole 
oppofition, . 

‘At the difolution of the diet, the deputies are bound to acquaint their conftituents in 
perfon with the tranfaGtions; a circumftance which gives rife to-factions, and has not 
unfrequently occafioned civil commotions. 

Many of the privileges enjoyed by the nobles are enormous, and inconfiftent with 
every principle of found policy. A noble cannot be arrefted by order of the Duke, 
for the moft Aagrant act, except within twenty-four hours after the commiifion of the 
crime ; if he efcapes during that time, he cannot be arrefted without an order from the 


* See Book i. chap. §. 
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“King id republic ‘of Poland ; he cannot be imprifoned till found guilty, or executed, a 


but, by permiffion of the King and republic... 


== The higheft and molt important officers of ftate mutt be drawn from their body, 


Nobles are exempted from the payment of all taxes and impolls; being only bound) 


according to their feodal tenure, to farnith intime of war-their quota of cavalry. ‘fheir 


power over their peafants is, if pofible, more.unbounded than that of the Potith gentry. 
In’ judging delinquencies and crimes, a-noble can form a funmary court. of juftice; 


- compoled of himielf, three-or four friends, aud an attcrney, and, afier a mock trial, 


may ofder corporeal punifhment, or may infli. immediate execution. 


The Duke is affifled in the adminiftiration of affairs by a privy council, called the Su- 


preme: Council, conypofed of four high cotinfellors,..and two civilians or.\doétors, all 


appointed, by the Duke,but holding their places for life, unlefs proved guilty-of mal- 
verfation, and removéd ‘by the King of Poland, ‘The four high counfellors are, the ~ 

~ high fteward; the chancellor, ‘the burgrave, and. the inarfhal, “The province of this 
. council is to advife the Duke in‘all concerns of ftate, to preferve the. rights and: privi- 


lepes of the fubjedt; and:to rementtrate again{t grievances. - : ae 
The ‘four high counfellors form alfo,*in conjunction with the Duke, the criminal 
court of, judicature- for the nobles, to which’an. appeal lies from the inferior courts of, 


. jultice ; and which judges all crimes excepting premeditated murder, wilful burning’ of 


houles,robbery, rapes,.or open violence, which being. capital,-are referred to the King 
of Poland. .Thefame four high counfellors-are invelted with the regency, during the 
minority, abfence, or. ficknefs of the Duke, of on a vacancy of the ducal throne. In 
thefé cafes, the two civilians, who are confidered as the Duke’s counfellors, are excluded, 


“to the great detriment of the country, as they are ufvally the-moft enlightened -counfel.. 
“lors, and not being nobles, are moré inclined: to, encourage manufactures and com- 


merce, and are particularly attentive. that the-privileges-of the lower orders. fhould be 


“ preferved. ; 


‘The enormous: privileges of the nobles have been the occafion of exciting the civil 
commotions which have overwhelmed Couggnd for this laft century, Its mternal: hif- 
tory is_a,continued-feries of -difputes. between the Duke and the nobles; the boafted 


“ fieedoin of the country, is a: fpiritof faction under the name of liberty, which, asin Po- 


Jand, imeans an ariftocratical licentioufnels, oppreffing others, bit free itfelf to’ commit 
all: kindsiaenorinitiess <2 052 Pea ie BS ere 
“Int all countries, whore the {pirit of feodal’ defpotifin (the worft {pecies of tyranny) 


‘ “prevails, the peafants are opprefied; and agriculture isin a declining flate;, the merchants 


_ ate defpifed, and commerce languifhes; men of learning are neglected,-and letters un- 


© “eultivared ;_ the nobles and gentry alone enjoy the right of being landholders, and centre 


in thenifelves the whole power of government. Daily, however, this odious flavery. 


"© lofes ground ; the age becomes more enlightened ; the citizen, the merchant, the ma- 
““nufactarer, and the peafant, gain efteeny and confequence ;. and the time perhaps is not~ 
“Sdiftant when they will be permitted to enjoy the cominon rights of mankind. .. 


© Should the Duke die without iflue, the right of appointing a furceffor is vefted in the 
diet of Courland, with the approbation of the King and the republic of Poland. - But 
as Courland is too fmall’a fate to; a& independently, of: the: great neighbouring king 
doms, the nomination of the new Duke muft-depend on the will of that-power which 
has molt preponderance in the north, and confequently moft influence in Poland... 
When. Poland-was the great preponderating power, Courland was fubfervient to that 
republic; when Sweden; ander Guftavus Adolphus, and his immediate fucceffors, 


_ rofe fuperior to Poland, it was’over-xun by. the Swedes, and its fovereign led into cap- 


tivity, © 


= 
a oe. 
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tivity. > ‘When the fortune of the houle of Vala declined, and. Ruflia gained the af! 
cendancy, Courland became-almolt a province of Ruflia ; the Dukes were cleGted ands 
depofed by the influence of the court of Peterfhurgh, ands dependence on Poland was 
a mere formality. But as Reffia bas lately loft her. influence 1 Poland, ‘the Duke of 
Cotirlarid has emancipated himfelf from his abfolute'dependence oa the court of Peterf- > 
burgh.” Whether this emancipation is temporary or permanent mull depend on the fate ~ 
of the prefent war, and the iffue of the pending negotiationst." = Mocha ee 
Phe prevailing religion is the Lutheran; but all other perfuafions are tolerated ;.and. -- 
the Roman catholics are capable of holding all military and civil offices, that of chan- 
~cellor and a few others-excepted. = (OR REE ee OE Sot ge 
“The language is 4 dialeét of the Livonian or Lettith, the fame which is fpoken, with a- 
little variation, by the Livonias arid Efthonians, and is protably derived from the Fin- 
nifh.. The nobles. and gentry, being defcended from German settlers, fpeak: German, 
and that tongue is always ufed in the debates of the dict. ~ a ecard 
From Mittau we traverfed the duchy-of Coutland, a country {welling into gentle ‘hills, 
and fertile in corn, hemp, and flax. . ‘The:inhabitants export thofe commodities from the 
port’ of Libau on the.-Baltic, the only commercial: town of Courland, and import-in- 
return coffee; tea, wines, cloth, falt, and other foreign-merchandize, which fupply the. : 
interior confumption. ** ‘The country is moftly open ; but in fome parts clothed» with... eee 
forelts of pine and fir, ‘dotted with occafional groves of fine oak, and. fprinkled with: + : 
much under-wood; The villages aré neat, the {cattered cottages and gentlemen’s feats 
prettily fituated amid clumps of:trees, and the inns provided with beds, ‘a great luxury. 
toctrayellers juft come from’ Ruffia. “Lhe roads are extremely indifferent, and in this: 
“feafon of the year fcarcely. paffable. ae ee, Parken ee eta ee 


7 

















CHAP, X1.—Of Catharine —Her Origin and early Adventures.— Married to a Swedifa. 

Dragoon.—Captured by the Ruffians.— Becomes the Miftrefs, Confort, and Succeffir of 

Peter the Great.—Hiftory of her Elevation to the Throne.—Death and Charadters = 7s 
MANY authors have expreffed great furprize at the contrac Or Ses relative to.” 

‘the origin of Catharine I. But to expeét. that the hiltory-of a perfon of low extraction, y 

who gradually rofé-to the moft exalted ftation, fhould contain-no uncertain and difcor-» 

dant accounts, is to expect impofibilities. — All that remains, therefore, is, without p 


* > 








% James Duke of Consland, taken prifoner in.1458, by Charles X. King. of Sweden. so vaitcee coro 

$ Courland’is now:a province of the Ruffian'empire.  Soontafter the conquelt aud firiat divifion of Po- 
land,-Peter, Duke of Courland, repaired to. Peterfburgh; he -had.an audience of Catharine the Second, on 5. Ne 
the 12th of. March 1795, and.was received with-the higheft honours. About-the-fame time, the dict of > rae 
Courland aflembled, and after fome trifling oppofition, but much violent: altercation, declared the two. =, 
duchies of Courland and Semigallia feparated from their feudal dependance ‘on Poland, and fubmitred “~~ 
tliemfelves-to the dominion of Ruffia. (March 18, 1795+) Bik athe SR See Saat 


Omnthe 38th,-the Duke iffued an ‘a@-of renunciation, and Courland was ereéted into a government, di- 
vided into nine circles; under a Ruflian: governor, refident at Mittau. The falaries were continued to the” - 
officers of (tate, and perfons holding places under:the former government j and the Duke himfelf was amply — 
gratified for the reGgnation of his dignity. “He had been long at variance with’ his fubjeéts, and fondle 
ever refided at Mittaw; she had alfo forefeen the lofs of his dominions, and had feeured large fums of money, 
with which he purchafed the duchy'of Sagau, and the counties of Wartenberg, Belin, and Gofch 
Silefia,.and eftates in Brandenburgh. =He flill retains thé ritle of Duke of Courland and Semigallia, ter 

~)was bora in. 17245 and has by his wife, Anne Charlotte Dorothea, daughter of John Frederick Count 0! 
Medem, feveral'daughters. His brother Prince Charlés was born. in 1728, and has by the Princefs Appol- 
- lqnia Ponirifka:feveral fons. Bas goo : ot eee RSoE 
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judice- or partiality, to compare the various hifteries of Catharine I, and to-colfe&t from: 
the whole the moft: probable. narrative. ; 

Catharine was the natural"daughter* of d-countty girl, and was born at Ringens.a 
fall village upon the Jake Virtcherve, near Dorpt, in-Livonia. The year of her birth 


oe 1S. 


* T fhall make a few remarks concerning the authors from whom 1 have: principally extracted this ac- 
count of Catharine I, The firft.and moft authentic is Weber. 

Weber was the Hanoverian refident at Peterfburgh during part of the reign of Peter I. and took extra- 
ordinary pains to obtain the beft informacion relative to the origin of Catharine. He learned the Ruffian 
language of Wurmb,. who was tutor to Gluck’s children when Catharine was in that minifter’s houfe at 
Marienburgh; from him, therefore, he was able to obtain the moft authentic intelligence. Weber may 
have been miftaken in a few trifling incidents, but his narrative-upon the whole is to be depended upon. See 
Verandertes Rafstand, vol. iii. p.7—:0. 

La Motraye, in his Travels, has given a fhort account of her family, &c Among other intelligence, 
he colleQed much information from a Livonian girl, who had been fold by the Ruffians to the ‘Turks, and 
whom he bought of the Janizaries: this girl knew Catharine at Marienburg, and told him Several particu. 
lars relating to her,. which were afterwards confirmed to. him in Livonia. The account of La Motraye 
correfponds with that of Weber ia the principal events, differing only in a few trifl’ng points. 

Bruce has alfo.given an account of her origin, which he relates as he heard it told éy thofe who knew 
ker from her infancy. His narrative correfponds, upon the whole, with that of Weber in all effential: 
circumftances, 

Thefe three perfons are the principal authors who were in Ruffia towards the beginning of this century, 
and colleéted information on the fpot: we may therefore rely on them with more fafety than upon later 
pence and they all agree in confirming the lownefs of her birth, and her marriage with the Swedihh 

ragoon. , . 

Voltaire, in his life of Peter 1. has flightly paffed over the early adventures of Catharine ; he mentions 
nothing of her birth, her marriage with the Swedith foldier ; as circumflances derogatory from the honour 
of the Emprefs Elizabeth, by whofe defire he wrote the life of Peter the Great. But willing to ennoble 
the family of Catharine I. he records a ftrange ftory, which has all the air of romance, concerning a brother, 
of Catharine, named Scavronfki, who was found to be the fon of a gentleman of Lithuania. Voltaire cites 
for his authority “le manufcrit curieux d’un homme qui etait alors au fervice du ezar, & qui parle comme 
temoin ;”’ but without mentioning his name. 

‘From Voltaire many fucceeding authors have advanced that Catharine was of the family of Scavronfki 
and it is certain that the Emprefs Elizabeth acknowledged that family as her relations, and conferred 
honours wpon its niembers. . ‘ 

"This anecdote concerning Scavronfki is pofitively contradifted by a paffage in Baffevitz, who affited 
Mentchikof in raifing Catharine to the throne, and who muf have known if any brother of Catharine had. 
been at Peterfburgh during the life of Peter. He afferts, that Catharine did not produce any of her rela~ 
tions during Petér’s life; that after his death a perfon made his appearance at Peterfburgh as her brother, 
under the name of Count Hendrikof; that he lived in obfcurity during the reigus of Peter TI. and Anne, 
and that Elizabeth made his fon a chamberlain. Bufching, ix. p. 295. 

Weber alfo upon this head relates, “that a near relation of Catharine came to Peterfburgh with his fa~ 
mily, confifting of three fons.and two daugiters. He was called Count Ikavoronfki , certainly the fame as 
Scavronfki) ; the eldeft daughter, Sophia, was appointed by the Emprefs maid of honour; the other chil- 
dren were educated by their father. “The arrival of the/e frangers gave rife ta many reports concerning the 
origin of Catharine 5. that her father, whofe name was faid to be John Rabe, was a quarter-maiter ina 
Swedifh regiment ; and that her mother was the daughter of a town-fecretary of Riga. The widow, after 
her huiband’s death, went to her relations at Riga; but foon dying, Gluck took the foundling into his 
family. Thefe reports, which began to circulate, eccafioned a public decree, forbidding all perfons, upon 
ES of death, from uttering difrefpedtful expreffions againft the lave Emperor, or the reigning Emprefs and 

er family,” Ver. Ruff vol. iti. p 76. 

We may indeed take it for granted, that if Catharine’s family had beea nobly defcended, the fecret would 
have been difcovered during the life of Peter, and have been favourably received by that Emperor, who.was 
prevented, from the ob/turity of her birth, from carrying her with him to Paris, net being willing to expafe 
her to iafult: © H ne votiloit pas Pexpofér, dit on, aux rebuts qu’il craignait pour elle vd /obfeurité de fa. 
noiff ince, deli délicatefle Frangaife.” Baifevitz in Buf, Mag. ix. p. 316 : : 

An Aufirian envoy, who was at Peterfburgh in 1725, and wrote an account to his court of her aczeflion 
to the throne, fays,“ that fhe was a natural daughter of a Livonian nobleman, whofe name was Alvendhel; 
that her mother afterwards married arich peafant, by whom fhe hada fon and a daughter ; that the former 

: age was 
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is uncertain but according to her own account *, the caméeinto the world on the ‘sth’ 
ef April, 1689. - Her-original name was Martha, which fhe changed -for “Catharine 
when the embraced ‘theGreek religon. Count Rofen, a Heutenant-colonel' in’ the 
Swedith fervice, who owned: the village of Ringen, fupported, according to the cuftom 
of the country, both the mother and child, and was, for that reafon {uppofed to be her 
father. She loft her mother when fhe was three years old, and Count Rofen dying 
about the fame time, was left in fo deftitute a fituation, that the clerk of the village re- 
ceived her into his houfe. Soon afterwards Gluck, Lutheran minifter of Marienburgh, 
took her under his protection, brought her up im-his family, and employed her in at- 
tending his children. In 1701 ¢ the efpoufed a dragoon of the Swedifh garrifon of 
Marienburgh {. Many different accounts are given of this tranfaction ; one author § of 
great credit aflirms that'the bride and bridegroom remained together eight days after 
their marriage; another ||, of no lefs authority, afferts, that on the morning of the 
nuptials her hefband was fent with a detachment for Riga, and the marriage was never 
confummated. his much is certain, that the dragoon was abfent when Marienburgh 
furrendéred to the Ruffians, and Catharine, referved for a higher fortune, never faw 
him more. 

General Bauer, on the capture of Marienburgh, faw Catharine among the prifoners; 
and, {mitten with her beauty, took her to his houfe, where ‘fhe fuperintended his do- 





was put to death by Peter, for openly declaring himfelf to be the brother of Catharines and that the fifter 
received for fome time a penfion of 300 roubles from the Emprefs, but was afterwards confined in a houfe 
of correction during the reign of Peter I. by Catharine’s defire.” He adds, “* Catharine was brought up 
in Gluck’s house; fhe became the miltrefs of Tiefenhoufen, a captain of Swedihh horfe, by whom fhe hada 
fon ; he afterwards gave her in marrtage to a dragoon of his troop, with whom fhe lived three years, until 
She was taken prifoner at Narva by the Ruffians."’” But this miniiter, who is well informed in what relates 
to the latter part of Catharine’s lie, and the means by which fhe afcended the throne, feems to have detailed 
many idle reports about her family and early hiflory. Bufch. Hitt, Mag. xi. p. 48. 

Before 1 clofe this note I mu‘t mention the opinion of Bufching, who, during his refidence at Peterf. 
burgh, collected much authentic information in refpe&t to the various parts of the Ruffian hiltory : amongft 
other articles, he fas given anecdotes of Catharine I. which he opens by faying,. “ All the accounts which 
writers have hitherto given, or rather conjeCtured, of the birth and family of Catharine I. are falfe.’? 
Tbid. iit. p. 190. He fays her family was from Lithuania, and her father’s name Samuel; ber brother 
was Count Charles Scavronfki fier Chriltina married Count Simon Hendrikof, and the other, whofe 
name was Anne, Michael Yed.nofki. He confirms her marriage with the Swedish dragoon, but places the 
feene at Frauttadt in Poland, and not at Marienburgh. He informs us, that he obtained thi, information 
from an old lady whofe name he conceals, who died lately at Peterfourgh, and knew Catharine frown her 
tri ape nee in Ruffia, and was greatly in her favour. He adds alfo an account of an officer who brought, 
Cathar fitter Anne from Lithaania to Peterfburgh, With great deference, however, to- fo refpeGiable 
an authority, we cannot, toerely upon this hearfay evidence, fot afide the teftimonies of Weber, La Motrayey 
Bruce: this Lory feems, iv effet, the fame flying report as that in Voltaire ; and the lady who gave 

nee to Pulching, might be willing to ratify the current-report in Elizabeth’s time, in honoar of 
nd patr It appears, however, as well from this intelligeace as from the infor- 
mation of Weber and Baflevitz, that fome real or pretended. relations of Catharine made their appearance at 
Peterfboargh daring ber reigns that they were acknowledged and promoted by her, and afterwards by 
suwilling, perhaps, to belicve, without inquiry, her mother’s family to be nobly defcénded. 
Sechinide, in tis Matevialea, &c. has colle€ted in exe point of view great part of the intelligence which 
revates to Catharine and to him 1 am greatly obliged for abridging the trouble neceffary in fach a compli- 
cated tnquiry. 2 . - 
fivitz in Bufchivg, ix. p 375. Some fay the was born Yo early as 1583, Bufehinz, ix. p 481, 
ays in her eighteenth ~~ar3 but i!, according to her own account, fhe was born in 1689. the 
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was only thirteen. 


Weber, that during her refidence 2t Marienburgh fhe was a pattern of virtue and good 
avicur; which contradicts the report, that fhe had bees.a common: womag in Livoniaa 
§ Weber {i Brace, p 74. 
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meflic afaits, and was fuppofed.to bechigsiltrels. .. Boon: afterwards the wag remoyed’.. 
into the family of Prince Mentehikof, who. was.no ‘leis ftruck with the attraQions of the 
fair captive : with him fhe lived until"1704, when, in the feventeenth year of-her age, 
fhe became the miftrefs of Peter the Great, and won fo much upon his affedtions, that’ 
he efpoufed * her on thé egth of May, t711. ‘Phe ceremony was fecrctly performed 
at Jawerof in Poland, in the prefence of General Brece, and on the 20:h of February, 
1712, was publicly folemnized at Peterfburgh. | 

Catharine, by the moft unwearicd affiduily end unremitted attention, by the fofinc 
and complacency of her difpofition, but above all by an exiraordinary livelinets of 
per, acquired a, wonderful afcendency over the mind of Peter. “The Emperor was i: 
jeet to oceafional horrors, which rendered him gloomy and fulpicious, and produced a 
temporary maduefs. In thefe dreadful moments Catharine was the ouly perfon who 
ventured to approach him: fuch was the kind of fafcination | fhe had ired over his 
¢, that her prefence had an inflantaneous effet; the firft found of her vol 











fs 




















roy 


















L lis mind and calmed his agonies. From thefe circumfances fhe feemed : 
not only to his comfort, but cven to his exiftence; fhe became his infeparat 
pasion during his journics into foreign countries, and accompanied him even in h 


tury expeditions. ; 

‘Che peace of Pruth, by which the Rofiian army was refeued from certain deftruc- 
tion, has been wholly attributed to Catharine, though fhe was only the inftrument in 
extorting the confent of: Peter. In the campaign of 1711 egainit the Turks, having 
iprudently ied his troops into a difadvantageous fituation, he formed the defperaie 
refolution of cutting his way through the ‘furkifh army in the night, and retiring to his 
tent in an agony of delpair, gave pofitive orders that no one fhould be admitted, under 
pain of death, In this important jun@ure, the principal officers and the vice-chancellor 
Shaffirof {, affembled in the prefence of Catharine, and drew up certain preliminaries 
to obtain a truce from the Grand Vizier. Plenipotentiaries were immicdiately divpatched 
without the knowledge of Peter, to the Grand Vizier, and a peace obtained on more 
reafonable conditions than could have been expeéted. With thefe conditions Uatha. 
rine, notwith(tanding the orders iffued by Peter, entered the tent, and obtained his 
fignature. By her conduct Catharine acquired great popularity, and the Fmperor 
fpecifics her behaviour at Pruth, as one of the reafons which induced him to crown her 
publicly at Mofcow with bis own hand. This ceremony § was performed in 17243 
and though defigned by Peter only as a proof of his affeclion, was the caufe of her 
fubfequent elevation. ; 

Some authors have affirmed, without the fmalleft foundation, that Peter placed the 
crown upon her head as a prelude to his future intention in her favour, and even ¢ 
pointed her his fucceffor ; but no traces of this intention were ever difcovered. Nothing 




















* Gordon fays the liad feveral children by the Czar before he efpoufed her, particularly the Princefs 
Anne. ‘The Czar, he adds, was married to her in 17to. Lie of Peter, voli. p. 2 Weber only 
relates, that the marriage, which was bzfore kept fecret, was made publle in rzrr. Voltaire places the 
fecret marriage in 1707. A paffage in Bruce’s Memoirs is decilive; ‘€ On the 17th (May, 1710) we 
arrived at Warfaw, and at Jawerof on the 2gth, where we found the Czar and Czarina, and they were 
privately married, at which ceremony the General was prefent; and upon tivis eccation he was mace maiter- 
generat of the ordnance, in the room of the’Prince of Melita, who died a prifener in Sweden.” P. 36. 

+ «© Ulle’ avait un afcendant tur fes fens, qui tenait prefque du prodige.’? Baflevitz in Bulch, ix. 

















» 294. 
y Motraye’s Travels. vol. iii, p. 751, note, alf> p. 103. 
§ The readeeawill find a circumftantial account of the coronation, with all the ceremonigs and entertain« 
ments, in Brucepawho was himfelf prefent.’ Bruce’s Memoirs, p. 351 to 363. 
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death of Peter; when fome ciret r 
1ed a mil i + wh ht have ended ina total rupture, if his death had 
not iftervened. ‘Phe original ¢3 ‘this mifunderftanding arofe from the difcovery 
of a fecret connéGtion between Catharine aid Mons, her firft chamberlain. ~The Bm- 
peror, fufpicious of the connéétion, quitted Peterfburgh under pretence of removing to 
a Villa for a few days ;* but privately returned fo'his winter palace-in the capital. “From - 
whence ‘he: o¢cafionally fent a-confidential page with a complimentary meflaze- to. the . - 
Emprels, ‘as if he was in the country, with fecrét orders to obierve her motions. From 
his information, the Emperor, on the third night, ‘furprifed Catharine in an arbour:of 
the garden with her favourite Mons; while his fifter, Madame Balke, who was firlt: 
lady of the bed-chamber, was in company with a page,. upon the watch without the 
arbour. 72 Se are i * > eee ahaa ier 
Peter + ftruck Catharine with his cane, as-well as the page who endeavoured to: pre- 
vent him from entering the arbour, and then retired without uttering a fingle word. 
Mons and his filter were taken ‘into cultody, and a report was circulated, that they were 
imprifoned for.receiving bribes, and making their influente over the*Emprefs fabfervi- 
ent to their’@wi mercénary views. — Mons was carried to the winter palace, where no 
one-hid admiffion’to him: but ‘Peter, “who himfelt ight his ‘provifions eing ex: : 
mined in the prefenee of Major General Ufehakof, and threatened wi hthe tortu e, he 
confefled the corruption laid to.his charge, and was-beheaded. . His fifter received five . 
ftrok:s of the knoot, and-was banifhed into Siberia ; two of her fons, who: were cham- 
berlains, were allo degraded, and fent as conimon foldiers among the Ruffian troop$ in: 
Perfia, On the day fublequent-to the execution of the fentence, Peter conveyed Catha- 
rine injan open carriage under the gallows, to which was nailed the head of Mons ; 3 
_ Eniprefs, without changing colour at this dreadful objeét; exclaimed, “ What a’pity tt 
is, that there is fo much‘corruption among courtiers {<0 = 
As this event was followed by Peter’s death, and as Catharine recalled Madame Balke, - 





































the was fufpected of fhortening the days of her hufband by poifon. “But no é; 
ing the critical fituation of Catharine at the time of his deceafe, and her {ubfequent ele. 
vation, this charge is deftitite of proof; for the nature of the diforder with which Peter 
had been fong afffitted, and the pectliar fymptoms § of his lat ilnefy, fufficiently account 


for his death, withoutrecurring to polfon.. ee 
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* See Dumont, Corps Diplom. vol. viii. part 2: py Tog. nee Naess se: 

+ Balleviiz and Voltaire relate this tranfaétion in a different manner, but neither“of them would Tepre=. 
fent any circumftance. tending in the leat to criminate Catharine: “Phe Aultrian envoy, from whom the — 
above relation ‘is chiefly extracted, fays that he received information of the whole affairtrom the page’ fent. 
by Peter, whofe vame was Drevenich. ~ Bufch.. itt. Mag-xi-p. 49; - Bafflevitz himfelf mentions the anec~ 
dote of his driving her under the gallows, -which feems to imply, that Peter certainly thought Catharine 
guilty of au intrigue with Mons. : 3 : : < ples 

} Baffevitz in Bafch. Hilt, Mag: ix. p: 372. . weer EL: eee Stn 
~§ Fo Peter,” fays the Auftrian envoy, ‘had formerly contragted from one of his miftreffes a complaint, ~~ 
which on account of his execfles, was never completely eradicated ; “and-drinking at the ridiculous eleion: 
of the mock-patriarch |], an enormous quantity of wine, beer, mead, and brandy, it increafed to fuch'a- 
degree as to become incurable ; bat as there appeared-no external fymptoms, the pbyficians conceived the) 

“diforderto be the ftone, and treated it era Ve By thefe means the virus at length. gradually gained: 
Such a height as to form an abfcefs im the bladde¥, which, in his latt iilnefs, brought on a ftrangury, that : 
: i : yt Certs at ee ey ee 


| See an account of this in Bruce’s Memoirs. = 
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* Peter having, in 1724, decreed that the reigning fovereign fhould have the power of 
appointing his fucceffor, ought,“in common prudence, to have provided one in’ cafe of 
his fudden death ; -but-he was feized with his lait illnefs before he had performed that 
neceffary duty. His diforder was a flrangury, which was not at firlt attended with 
alarming fymptoms ;° but fuddenly increafed to a violent degree, and occafioned fuch 
excruciating tortures,*as totally deprived him of -his fenfes. Ina lucid interval he de- 
manded pen and paper, and endeavoured to write, but could only trace characters 
were not legible. . He then called for his daughter Anne; but before her arrival ! 
{peech and underftanding fuiled, and hé remained in this ftate fix-and thirty hours unti 
he expired *. 

It is evident from this account, drawn from unqueitionable authorities, that he did 
not appoint his heir; and though fome perfons concluded, that he purgofed entailing 
the crown upon his grandfon Peter, yet he probably deftined his eldeit daughier Anag 
to be his fucceffor; but was prevented, by the fuddenneis of his death, from carrying his 
defign into exccution. “ 

While Peter was yet lying in the agonies of death, feveral oppofite parties were ca- 
balling to difpofe of the crown, At a confiderable meeting of many among the princi- 
pal nobility, it was fecretly determined to arreft Catharine, at the moment of his diffo- 
lution, and place Peter Alexievitch upon the throne t. Baffevitz, apprized of this refo- 
lution, repaired in perfon to the Emprefs, although it was already night. “ My grief 
and confternation,” replied Catharine, “ render me incapable of acting for myfelf; do 
you and Prince Mentchikof confult together, and I will embrace the meafures which 
you fhall approve in my name.” —Baffevitz, finding Mentchikof afleep, awakened and 
informed him of the prefling danger which threatened the Emprefs and her party. As 
no time remained for deliberation, the Prince inilantly feized the treafure, fecured the 
fortrefs, gained the officers of the guards by bribes and promifes, alfo a few of the no- 
bility, and the principal clergy. ‘Lhefe partizans being convened in the palace, Catha- 
rine made her appearance ; the claimed the throne ia right of her coronation at Mofcow; 
expofed the ill effeéts of a minority, and promifed, that “ fhe would receive the crown . 
only as a facred depofit, to be reftored to the Great-Duke, when fhe would be united, 
in another world, to an adored hufband, whom fhe was now upon the point of lofing.”’ 

'Yhe pathetic manner with which fhe uttered this addrefs, and the tears which accom- 
panied it, added to the previows diftribution of large fums of money and jewels, pro- 
duced the defired effect ; and the remainder of the night was employed in making the 
neceflary preparations to enfure her acceflion. 

‘The death of Peter, in the morning of the 28th of January, being divulged, the fe-. 
nate, the generals, the principal nobility and clergy, haftened to the palace to proclaim 
the new fovereign. ‘Lhe adherents of the Great-Duke feemed fecure of fuccefs, and 
the friends of Catharine were avoided as perfons doomed to deftruction, At this june- 
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foon ended in his death. Upon his death-bed he grievoufly repented of his fins, confeffed that he hud fhed 
much intocent blood, expre fied the greatell concern for his behaviour to his unfortusate fon; adding, how- 
ever, that he hoped God would forgive his fins, in contideration of the good he had conferred on his coun- 
try? Bufeh. Hitt. Mag. xi. p. 496. Gordon fays, ‘he canght cold, which, with a violent ftrangury 
and retention of urine, occafioncd by an impoflhume in his bladder, put an end to his life on the 28th of 
January, 1725.” 

* Baflewitz in Bufching, ix. p. 373. allo Weber Ver. Ruff. vol. ii. p. 199. 

+ Tant qu’on lui favoit un foufle de vie, perfoune n’ofoit Pentreprendre. Telle étoit la force du refpec 
et de la terreur, qu’imprima ce héros.  Baffevitz, p. 374. 
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ture Baflevitz whifpered one of the oppofite party, “The Emprefs is miftrefs of “the 
treafure and fortrefs; fhe has gained over the guards and the fynod, and many-of the 
chief nobility; even here the has more followers than you imagine; advife therefore’ 
your friends to make no oppofition as they value their heads.” ‘This information being 
rapidly circulated, Baffevitz gave the fignal, and two regiments of guards, who had’been 
gained by a largefs * to declare for Catharine, and already furrounded the palace, beat 
toarms. ‘* Who has dared,”’ exclaimed Prince Repnin, the commander in chief, “ to 
draw out the troops without my knowledge!” 1,” returned General Butterlin, 
* without pretending to difpute your authority, in obedience to the commands of my 
mott gracious miftrels.” ‘This fhort reply was followed by a dead filence. 

Tn this moment of fufpenfe and anxiety, Mentchikof éntered, preceding Catharine, 
fupported by the Duke of Holftein. She attempted to {pcak, but was prevented, by 
fighs and tears, from giving utterance to her words; at length, recovering hertelf, «} 
come,” fhe faid, « notwithftanding the grief which now overwhelms me, to affure you, 
that, fubmiffive to the will of my departed hufband, whofe memory will be ever dear to 
me, Tam ready to devote my days to the painful occupations of government, until Pro. 
vidence fhall fummon me to follow him.” Then, after a fhort paufe, fhe ardully added, 
“Tf the Great-Duke will profit by my inftru@ions ; perhaps I fhall have the confolation, 
during my wretched widowhood, of forming for you an Emperor worthy of the blood 
and name of him whom you have now irretrievably loft.” « As this crifis,* replied 
Mentchikof, ‘is a moment of fuch importance to the good of the empire, and requires 
the moft mature deliberation, your Majefty will permit us to confer without reftraint, 
that this whole affair may be tranfadted without reproach, not only in the opinion of the 
prefent age, but alfo of pofterity.”—* Aing as 1 do,” anfwered Catharine, “more. 
for the public good than for my own advantage, I am not afraid to fubmit all my con- 
cerns to the judgment of this enlightened afflembly ; you have not only my permiilion to 
confer with freedom ; but I lay my commands upon you all, to deliberate maturely on 
this important fubjeét, and promife to adopt the refult of your decifions.” At the 
conclufion of thefe words, the affembly,retired into another apartment, and the doors 
were locked. 

It was previoufly fettled by Mentchikof and his party, to declare Catharine Emprefs, 
and the guards, who furrounded the palace with drums beating and colours flying, ef- 
fectually vanquithed all oppofition. ‘The only circumftance, therefore, which remained, 
was to givea jutt colour to her title, by perfuading the aflembly that Peter intended to 
name her his fucceflor. For this purpofe Mentchikof demanded of the Emperor's fe. 
cretary, whether his late mafter had left any written declaration of his intentions? The ; 
fecretary replied, ‘* A little before his laft journey to Mofcow he deftroyed a will, and 
he frequently expreffed his defign of making another, but was prevented by the refletion, 
that if he thought his people, whom he had raifed from a ftate of barbarifin to a high 
degree of power and glory, could be ungrateful, he would not expofe his final inclina- 
tions to the infult of a refufal; and if they recolle&ed what they owed to his labours, 
they would regulate their conduét by his intentions, which he had difclofed with more 
folemnity than could be manifefted by any writing.” An altercation now began in the 
afflembly, and fome of the nobles having the courage to oppofe the acceffion of Catha- 
rine, Theophanes, Archbithop of Plefcof, called to their recolleétion the oath which they 
had alltaken in 1722, to acknowledge the fucceffor appointed by Peter, and added, that 
the fentiments of that Emperor delivered by the fecretary were in effec an appointment 


* The Auftrian cavoy fays, that the guards received cach 61, 
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of Catharine. The oppofite party, however, denied thefe fentiments-té be fo.clear as 
the fecretary chofe to infinuate, and infifted, that-as their late monarch had failed. to no- ~ 
minate his heir, the eleGion of the new fovereign fhould revert to the ftate. Upon this 
the Archbifhop further teftified, that the evening before the coronation of the Empréfs 
at Mofcow, Peter had declared, in the houfe of an Englifh merchant, he fhould place 
the crown upon her head, with no other view-than to leave her miftrefs of the Empire 
after his deceafe. ‘This atteftation being confirmed by many perfons prefent, Mentchi- 
kof cried out, * What need have we of any teftiment! A refufal to conform to the in- 
clination of our great fovereign, thus authenticated, would be both unjuft and criminal. 
Long live the Emprefs Catharine » Thefe words being inftantly repeated by the greater 
part of thofe who were prefent 5 Mentchikof, falating Catharine by the title of Emprefs, 
paid his firlt obeifance by kiffing her hand, and his example was followed by the whole 
aflembly. She next préfented herfelf at the window to the guards, and to the people, 
who fhouted acclamations of * Long live Catharine,” while Mentchikof fcattered among 
then: handfuis of money *. Thus, fays a contemporary, the Emprefs was railed to the 
throne by the guards, in the fame manner as the Roman Emperors by the Praetorian 
cohorts, without cither the appointment of the people or of the legions +. 

"Phe reign of Catharine may be confidered as the reign of Mentchikof; the Emprefs 
haying neither inclination nor abilities to dire& the helm of government ; and the placed 
the moft implicit confidence in the original author of her good fortune, and the fole in- 
ftrument of her elevation to the throne. 

During her fhort reign her life was very irregular 5 fhe was extremely averfe to bufi- 
nefs, would frequently pafs whole nights in the open air, and was particularly intemperate 
in the ule of tokay-wine, in which {he often indulged herfelf to excefs t. Thefe irre- 
gularities, joined to a cancer and a droply, haftened her end, and fhe expired on the 17th 
of May 1727, 2 little more than two years after her acceflion to the throne, and in the 
3oth year of her age. 

‘As the deaths of fovercigns in defpotic countries are feldom imputed to natural caufes, 
that of Catharine wasalfo attributed to poifon ; as if the diforders which preyed upon 
her frame were not fufficient to bring her to the grave. Some affert, that fhe was poi- 
foned bya glafs of fpirituous liquor; others by a pear given to her by General Diever. 
Sufpicions alfo fell upon Prince Mentchikof, who, a fhort time before her deceafe, had 
a trifling mifunderftanding with her, and who was accufed of haftening her death, 


* This account of the cle€tion of Catharine is chiefly extracted from Baflevitz, who afifted Prince Mentchi- 
kof iu this revolution, and certainly muft deferve credit as far as he chofe to difcover the fecret cabals, Other 
wuthors relate this event fomewhat differently 5 but this difference is eatily reconciled, and the main facts 
continue the fame Bufching afferts, as he was informed by Count Manic, that Peter was no fooner dead, 
than the fenate and nobles affembled in the palace, unknown to Mentchikof, who being informed of their 
meeting, repaired to the palace, and was refufed admittance; upon which he fent for General Butterlin, 
with a company of guards, and burting open the door of the apartment, declared Catharine Emprefs. 
Bulching, vol.i. p. 155 alfo Ebauche, &c. p, 50. The Auitrian envoy fays, that General Butterlia 
threatened to maflacre the fenate if the members did not acknowledge Cathariac, But we have already 
ieen, fromthe authority of Baflevitz, that many of the robles, &c repaired to the palace in oppofition to 
Mentchikofy that General Butterlin had high words with Prince Repnin and the oppofite party 5 that 
Mentchikof’s prefence utterly difeoncerted them ; and it is probable that both he and Butterlin might have 
chreatencd the nobles, which Baffevitz might not chufe to record, as he was willing to make the nomination 
of Catharine as unanimous as poffible; although he fays, *¢ C’ettainfi que Catharine faifit le fceptre, 
quelle méritoit 2 fi juite titre ” Ina word, thefe three accounts are ealily reconcileable; they all prove 
one fa, that Mentchikof, either by bimfeif or his ageats, by bribes, promifes, and threats, forced the’ no» 
hility to proclaim Catharine, # 

+ Aultrian envoy in Bulching sip. 502, Buf. Hitt, Mag. iii, p. 1926 
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that” he might reign with {till more abfolute power during the minority of Peter II: But 
thefe reports deferve no credit, and were merely derived from the fpirit of party, or from 
popular rumour. ‘ 

Catharine was in her perfon under the middle fize, and in her youth delicate and 
well-formed, but inclined to corpulency as fhe advanced in years. She had a fair com- 
plexion, dark cyes, and light hair, which the was accuftomed to dye black *. She could 
neither read nor write t 3 her daughter Elizabeth ufually figned her name, particularly to 
her Ihft will and teftament, and Count Ofterman generally put her fignature to the pub- 
lic decrees and difpatches. Hier abilities were greatly exaggerated by her panegyrifts, 
Gordon, who had frequently feen her, feems to have reprefented her charaé:er with the 
greateil juilnefs, when he fays, “ She was a very pretty well-lookt woman, of ood 
tenfe, but nor of that fublimity of wit, or rather that quicknefs of imagination, which 
fome people have believed. ‘Vhe great reafon why the Tzar was fo fond of her, was 
her exceeding good ter:per ; fhe never was feen peevifh or out of humour; obliging 
and civil to all, and never forgetful of her former condition; withal, mighty grateful.” 
Cathbrine maintaiacd the pomp of majefty united with an air of eafe and grandeur; and 
Peter frequently expreffed his admiration at the propriety with which fhe fupported her 
high ilation, without forgetting that fhe was not born to that dignity ¢. 

She bore her clevation meekly, and was never, as Gordon afferts, forgetful of her 
former condition. -When Wurmb §, who was tutor to Gluck’s children at the time that 
Catharine was a domeftic in the fame family, prefented himfelf before her after the 
public folemnization of her marriage with Peter, fhe faid, “* What, thou good man, art 
thou {till alive! I will provide for thee;” and gave him a penfion. She was alfo no 
lefs attentive to the family of her benefa@tor Gluck, who died a prifoner at Mofcow : 
the penfioned his widow, made his fon a page, portioned the two eldeft daughters, and 
appointed the youngeft a maid of honour. If we may believe Weber, the frequent] 
inquired after her firft hufband, and, when the lived With Prince Mentchikof, ufed fe- 
cretly to fend him fmall fums of money, until, in 1705, he was killed in a fkirmifh with 
the enemy. Ina conference with General Schlippenback, who had commanded the 
Swedith army, when fhe was taken captive by the Ruffians, fhe afked him, “ whether 
her Spoufe John was nota brave foldier ?”” Schlippenback replying, ** Am not I one 
alfo?” her Majefty anfwered in the affirmative; but repeating the queftion, he replied, 
“yes, pleafe your Majesty ; and I may boalt to have had the honour of having him 
under my command |.” But the moft noble part of her charaéter was her peculiar hu- 
manity and compaffion. Motraye has paid a handfome tribute to this excellence.: 
“* She had in fome fort the government of all his (Peter’s) paffions; and even faved the 






* Bufching fays, « Lhe fehwarzes haar war nicht natuerlich, fondern gefaerbi,? &c. Hitt, Mag. vol. iii. 
Pp. 190.“ Her black hair was not natural, but coloured. On her f(t rife the coarfenefs of her hands 
proved that fhe had been ufed to hard labour, but they gradually grew whiter and whiter.” Thefe cir- 
cumftances we may readily believe, becaufe the lady from whom Bufching received the information could 


eafily know whether Catharine’s hair was black, or her hands coarfe, although fhe might be deceived iu 
what relates to her family. . 


+ Baffevitz, p. 295. Bufching, xi p. 48t. i 

t Son cpoufe était avec lui Etalunt, confor'mément & la volonté du mouarque, la pompe impériale, gui le genait, et 
ta foutenant avec un air furprenant de grandeur ct d’aifance. Le cxar ne pouvait fe laffer @admirer tes talens 
quelle poffedait, felon fon expreffion, de fe créer imperatrice, fans oublier qu'elle ne le néquit point. Buffevitz in 
Bul. p.358. : } 

§ Lite of Peter, vol iii. p. 258. 


|| Bufching had the above anecdote from a lady who was prefent at thigconference, “Hilt, Meg. vo]. iif. 


Be igo. : 
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lives of a great many more perfons than Le Fort was able to do; fhe infpired him with 
that humanity which, in the opinion of his fubje€ts, nature feemed to have denied him. 
A word from her mouth, in favour of a wretch, juft going to be facrificed to his anger, 
would difarm him ; but if he was fully refolved to fatisfy that paffion, he would give 
orders for the execution when fhe was abfent, for fear fhe fhould plead for the victim *.” 
In a word, to ule the expreilion of the celebrated Munic, “ Elle était preprement la me- 
diatrice entre le monarque ct fis fujets }.” 





Cuar. XIl—sllexty Petrovitch.—Principles on whieh Peter yuflified bis cxelufion fron 
the Throne. Effids of his bad Educatic:.-- Dread of his Vather.— Efeape from: Peter f- 
burgh.—His Trial and Condemnaticn.~-Inguiry ints the Caufe of bis Deuth.—Accaunt 
of his Wife Charlotte Chriftina Sophia of Brunfwick.—Circu > death— 
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ALEXEY, the fole fruit of the inaufpicious marriage between Peter the Great and 
fudocia Lapukin, was born in 16go0, and never was the birth of any Prince more un- 
fortunate to himfelf, to his parents, and to his country. 

The principles on which Peter attempted to juftify the exclufion of his fon from the 
throne, appear from a curious letter, written in 1715 by an Autirian Ambailador at 
Peterfburgh, to the prime minifter at Vienna : 

{In my lat I informed your excellency that I had an opportunity of penetrating 
the fentiments of the Tzar, and I fhall now acquaint you with the particulars, which 
‘will furprize you. Being at dinner laft Sunday at the vice-chancellor Shaffirof’s, in 
company with the Tzar, His Majefty did me the honour to converfe with me upon dif- 
ferent topics. ‘he difcourfe turning upon the late King of France, His Majeity faid, 
* Certainly France was never governed by a greater man than Louis XIV. neverthelefs, 
when I confider the little care which he took to perpetuate the glory of his kingdom after 
his demife, 1 have no longer the fame efteem for his memory, which I have hitherto 
held for his great and heroic actions, Louis XIV. at his advanced age, could not rea- 
fonably indulge the hope of a much longer life; if, therefore, he difcovered in the infant 
(Louis XV.) his fucceffor, any evident marks of a future incapacity to rcign, why did he 
entruft him to the care of a man who will not fail to adopt any means, however defperate, 
that may tend to fecure the throne to himfelf? Why did he not exclude the Duke of 
Orleans from a fhare in the regency? Or, if he knew the Duke to be a man of a fupe- 
rior genius, as he undoubtedly is; and his great grandfon, either on account of his 
tender age or fome corporal infirmity, incapable of governing, why did he not declare a 
perfon of fuch abilities as the Duke of Orleans his fucceffor? By thefe means his grand 
fyftem would have ftood unfhaken even by his death ; whereas we have now every rea- 
fon to conclude that France will decline.”? I made anfwer, “ That as, according to 
the fundamental laws of the kingdom, the firft Prince’of the blood is Regent- during 
the King’s minority, Louis XIV. could not exclude the Duke of Orleans from the re- 
gency without breaking the law of fucceffion, which no King of France could venture 
to infringe.” . “Therefore,” replied the Tzar, “a Prince, who, by facrificing his 
health, and even frequently expofing his life, had at length rendered his country re- 


* Mortraye’s Travels, vol. iii. N 
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fpeCtable and formidable, would, according to your hypothefis, be conftrained to fuffer - 
the fruits of his labours to be deftroyed in the hands of a madman, provided he was his 

neareft relation, J own I am not of your opinion. It is by no means fufficient, that a 

monarch fhould exert himfelf to aggrandize his ftatc, and render it flourifhing during 

his life, but he ought alfo by wife precautions to perpetuate its clory after his demife, 

which can in no other manner be effected than by appointing an heir who fhall be capa- 

ble, ‘not only to maintain bis acquifitions and prelerve his citablifhments, but alfo to 

execute the reft of his defigns, were he even to fele& him from the croud of his fub- 

jeQs. -You,”? added he, “ would tax a Prince with cruelty, who, in order to fave his 

‘{tate, which ought to be dearer to him than the blood in his veins, fhould attempzé to alter 

the fucceflion of his blood; and I, on the contrary, conceive it to be the greateft of all 

cruclties, to facrifice the fafety of the ftate to the mere right of eftablifhed fuccutlion. 
Let us luppofe that the fucceffor has not the qualities requifite for a fovereign ; a con- 
vent, and nota throne, is a proper afylum for weak princes. David, for example, had 
many fons; but as he found nor in the eldeft the qualities which a King of Tiracl ought 
to poif{s, he chofe the youngeft for his fucceflor : God himfelf approved the choice, 
inftcad of blaming him for not paying regard to the prctentions of primogeniture, which 
was neverthelefs highly refpected by the Jews. If the yangrene (making me touch at 
the fame time the end of his thumb) attacks my finger, am I not obliged, although it is 
part of my body, to cut it off? or fhould I not be guilty of fuicide ? 

“tn fhort, L now comprehend the caufe of the law lately introduced by the Tzar, 
which adjudges all real eitates of a family to one of the male children; but leaves to the 
father the abfolute power of appointing his heir without confidering the right of primo- 
geniture. Tam now convinced that the T'zar has in his own mind decreed the exclufion. 
of his eldeft fon ; and that we fhall one day fee Alexcy, with his head fhaven, thruft 
into a monattery, and obliged to pafs the remainder of his life in praying and chaunting 
hymns. 

Nov. 15, 1715.” ; 

‘The prophecy of this writer was afterwards fulfilled, though, inftead of being fhut up 
in a Konvent, the wretched Prince expired in prifon. The circumftances which occa- 
fioned his exclufion and death are well known; but as we have received them through 
the medium of his accufers, we ought to be careful in giving credit to all the charges 
with which his memory has been ftigmatized. One fact * is incontrovertible, that his 
education was fhamefully neglected, and that he was a ftranger to the reftraints neceflary 
at his age, until the time of introducing proper habitudes had almoft elapfed. He was 
committed to the care of women, and to the inftruction of Ruffian priefts, the loweft 
and moft ignorant of men, who inttilled into him all the prejudices of their religion, 
and were continually inveighing againft his father for the abolition of many barbarous 
cuftoms, which they had long confidered with reverential awe. Nor was he releafed 
from this wretched fpecies of tuition before the eleventh year of his age; when Baron 
Huyfen, a man of great merit and ability, was appointed his governor. Under this jue 
dicious inftruétor he feems to have made no inconiiderable progrefs, and his early pre- 
judices might have gradually worn away, had not Prince Mentchikof contrived to re- 
move the only perfon who was likely to inftil into him proper principles of a@tion, and 
afftumed the fuperintendence of his education, But.as Mentchikof + {carcely ever faw 
him, and placed about him the moft improper perfons, he feems to have intentionally 








* See Memoire abregé fur Ia vie du tzarevitch Alexei Petrovitch, in Buf. Hitt. Mag. p: 195. 
+ Bol. H. M, p. 196. 2 ° . 
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abandoned him to the company of the lowelt wretches, by whom he was encouraged in 
continual ebriety, and every kind of excefs; yet this defigning minifter artfully extorted 
from the tzarovitch, in prifon, a coufeilion that he was the only perfon who had taken 
any care of his education *. 

Peter conceived an early prejudice againft his fon, and infpired him with fuch terror, 
that to avoid drawing before his father, the young Price once difcharged a piltol 
againit his own right hand. All perfons, however, join in condemning the impradence 
and obftinacy of Alexty, which warped his judement, and at times tranfported him toa 
‘degree of infanity. Bruce, who knew him well, gives the following account of h 
fon and manners; and as he was not prejudice 






are 
againil him, his teftimony mut be 
fations of his enernies. 

“ The Czarowitz arrived in Mofcow this winter (1714) where I faw him for the firft 
time. He kept amean Vinlandith girl for his miftrefs. IT went often with the General 
to wait on him; and he came frequently to the General’s houfe, attended by very mean 
and low perfors. THe was very flovenly in his drefs ; his perfon wes tall, well made, 
of a brown complexion, black hair and cyes, of a fern countenance, and {trong voice. 
He frequently did me the honour to talk with me in German, being fully malter of 
that language ; he was adored by the populace, but Jitile refpetted by the fuperior 
ranks, for whom he never fhewed the leat regard. He was always furrounded by a 
number of debauched ignorant pricfts, and other mean perfons of bad character, in 
whofe company he always refleéted on his father’s conduct for aboliihing the antient 
ccuttoms of the country, declaring, that as foon as he came to fucceed, he fhould foon 
reftore Ruflia to its former ftate; and threatening to deftroy, without referve, all his 
father’s favourites. ‘This he did fo often, and with fo little referve, that it could not 
‘mils reaching the Emperor’s ears; and it was gencrally thought he now laid the foun- 
dation of that ruin he afterwards met with,” 

And again, ‘It was very remarkable, that the Prince never appeared at any of the 
public mectings, when His Majefly was attended by all perfons of quality and rank, 
ivch as birth-days, celebrating of viteries, launching of fhips, &c. General Bruce, 
who lived next door to the Prince, had orders always to give the Prince notice the day 
before of fuch public days or meetings, and I had the honour to carry and deliver the 
meflage ; but his Highnets, to avoid appearing in public, either took phyfic or let blood, 
always making his excufe, that he could not attend for want of health; when at the 
fame time, it was notoriously known that he got drunk in very bad company, when he 
ufed conftantly to condenin all his father’s aétions ¢.” 

Inflamed by continual drunkennefs, and worn out by perfecution, he was driven toa 
ftate of defperation ; and in 1716, fuddenly renouncing his right of fucceffion in favour 
of Peter’s fon by Catharine, he demanded permiffion to retire into a convent. But 
foon afterwards, adopting the advice of his principal adherents, he efcaped to Vienna ; 
with a view to fhelter him from the refeatment ot his father, Charles VI. fent him firit 
to Infpryck in the ‘Tyrol, and afterwards removed him, for {till greater fecurity, to the 














® LEvefque makes the following juft reflections upov this unaccountable cireumftance. Croira-t-on 
gw'il ait fait fincérement & de lui-méme Péioge des foins que Menchikof avoit pris de fon éducation 5 lorfqu’on fait 
@ailleurs que Menchikof approchait de lui tout au plus trois ou quatre fois par an & ne lui parlait qu’avec le ton 
du mépris le plus dur & le plus autrageaut ? Sion le cont: aignit & louer le favori de Pierre, Pami de Catharines 
ne peut-on pas lui avoir didé de méme tout ce qu’cn voulait lui yaire dire?” “Hilt. de Ruffie, Tom iv. p. 442. 
"This conje@ture is greatly ftrengthened by confidering that the eulogium of Mentchikof was obtained 
from Aléxey in prifon by Tolftoe, the creature of Mentchikof. . 
+ Bruce’s Memoirs, p. 100 and 127. 7 <s 
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caftle of St. Elmo at Naples. Being feeretly betrayed by his Finlandifh miftrefs, whom 
he is reported to have married, and influenced by the moft folemn promifes of torgive= 
nefs, he was prevailed upon, by the emiflaries of his father, to return to Mcfcow. Have 
ing there folemnly renounced all right of fucceffion to the crown, he was conveyed to 
Peterfburgh, ‘thrown into the fortrefs, tried by a fele& committee, and condemned to 
fuffer death. ‘The atts of his procefs and condemnation are well known, being publifhed 
by order of the Emperor, and are to be found in feveral authors *. ; 

“ Whatever prejudices we may have entertained againft Alexéy, we cannot perufe the 
trial without being fhocked at the cruel and unjuft mode with which it was conducted ; 
when his mercilefs perfecutors eagerly laid hold of every advantage afforded by his 
youth and fimplicity ; when his Finlandith mittrefs, who was afterwards penfioned for 
her atteftations, depofed every angry expreflion againit his father, which fhe ever recol- 
le€ted to have fallen from him in the moft unguarded moments: when not only his 
words and actions were brought to witnels again{t him, but his very thoughts ferutinized, 
and his own confeffion extorted in prifon employed to convict him. ‘Indeed many of 
his own depofitions, which tend moft to criminate him, by difcovering intentions of re- 
bellion, were not openly acknowledged, but only figned in prifon; and a fignal differ 
ence is remarkable between his confeflions during his firft examination at Mofcow, which 
was more public, and thofe made at Peterfburgh, when his trial was chiefly conducted 
in private before Peter and his immediate confidents: circumftances which feem to 
prove the infliction of torture. , 

With refpect to Alexéy’s death, two opinions prevail ; one advanced in the manifelto 

of Peter, that he was feized with an apoplectic fit, and died of convulfions occafioned 

_ by the violent paffions of his mind and the terrors of death; the other, that he was 

fecretly executed in prifon. ‘The-latter is moft entitled to belief, notwithftanding the 
affertions of Peter, and the apology of his panegyritts. : 

Of all the accounts of the Prince’s death, that given by Bufching } is the moft proba- 

ble; he pofitively affirms, that he was beheaded by order of his father, and that Marfhal 

* Weyde pefférmed the office of executioner. He received the intelligence from Ma- 

dame Cramer, a lady at Peterfburgh, who was in high confidence, both with Peter and 

Catharine, and was employed in fewing the head to his body before it Jay in ftate. Dur- 
ing my ftay at Peterfburgh, I was at fome pains to authenticate this faét ; but found. it 
extremely difficult to obtain any pofitive information concerning fo fecret a tranfaction. 

~The moft material circumftances I could collect were communicated by an intimate 
acquaintance of the above-mentioned lady: he affured me that he always found her 
, extremely averfe to hold any difcourfe on the death of Alexéy; that fhe feemed ex- 
ceedingly fhocked whenever the topic was introduced, and nothing could be further 
extorted from her, than that fhe was the perfon who prepared the body for the cere. 
mony of lying in ftate. This unwillingnefs of the lady to enter upon the fubject, toge- 
ther with her declaration that fhe prepared the body, adds a great degree of confirmation 
tothe account of Bufching. ; ; Phe, Bal Sige ie 
‘An additional proof, in favour of this fa&, I received from an Englith gentleman { of 
undoubted veracity, who affured me, from the information of Prince Cantemir’s fecre- 


* Mottley, vol. ii, “And more circumftantially in Perry, vol. ii. — 

+ Buf. Hit. Mag. vol. ili, p. 234. Alfo introduction to vol. ix. : 

$ Mr. Rutt, who travelled with Mr. Hoare,.fon of tbe late Henry Hoare, Efq:-of Stourhead, He 
became intimately acquainted at Aix a Chapelle with Vogenrock, who had heen feeretary to Prince Can- 
temir, was then cighty years ofage, and had colleAcd materials for the life of Peter I., but never reduced 
them to order, : 
tary, 
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tary, with whom he was intimately acquainted abroad, that Alexéy was beheaded in 
prifon. As Prince Cantemir was in high favour with Peter, the intelligence of his con- 
fidential fecretary muft carry great weight. This fact appears fo well attefted, that many 
German hiftorians have adopted it without referve, and in feveral genealogical tables of 
the imperial family, Alexey is inferted as beheaded. -A paflage, however, in Bruce’s 
Memoirs, feems ar firft fight to invalidate this concurrent evidence, and to prove that 
he was poifoned. ‘ ; 
<The trial | was begun on the 25th of June, and continued to the 6th of July, when 
this fupreme court, with unanimous confent, paffed fentence of death upon the Prince, 
but left the manner of it to His Majelty’s determination : the Prince was brought before 
the court, his fentence was read to him, and he was reconveyed to the fortrefs. On 
the next day, His Majelty, attended by all the fenators and bifhops, with feveral others 
of high rank, went to the fort, and entered the apartments where the Tzarovitch was 
kept prifoner. Some little time thereafter, Marfhal Weyde came out, and ordered me 
to go to. Mr. Bear’s the druggift, whofe fhop was hard-by, and teli him to make the po- 
tion {trong which he had befpoke, as the Prince was then very ill: when I delivered 
this meflage to Mr. Bear, he turned quite pale, and fell a fhaking and trembling, and 
appeared in the utmoft confufion; which furprized me fo much, that I afked him what 
was the matter with him, but he was unable to return me any an{wer: in the mean time 
the Marfhal himfelf came in, much in the fame condition with the druggift, faying, he 
ought to have been more expeditious, as the Prince was very ill of an apoplectic fit; 
upon this the druggift delivered him a filver cup with a cover, which the Marfhal him- 
felf carried into the Prince’s apartment, ftaggering all the way as he went like one 
drunk. About half an hour after, the Tzar, with all his attendants withdrew, with 
very difmal countenances ; and when they went, the Marfhal ordered me to attend at 
the Prince’s apartment, and in cafe of any alteration, to inform him immediately thereof. . 
‘There were at that time two phyficians and two furgeons in waiting, with whom, and 
the officer on guard, I dined on what had been dreffed for the Prince’s djaper. ‘The 
phyficians were called in immediately after to attend the Prince, who was ttruggling 
out of one convulfion into another, and after great agonies, expired at five o’clock in 
the afternoon. I went direétly to inform the Marfhal, and he went that moment to ac- 
quaint His Majefty, who ordered the corpfe'to be embowelled, after which it was laid 
in a coffin, covered, with black velvet, and pall of rich gold tiflue fpread over it; it was 
then carried out of the fort to the church of the Holy. Trinity, where the corpfe lay in 
{tate till the 11th in the evening, when it was carried back to the fort, and depofited 
in the royal burying vault, next the coffin of the Princefs his late confort, on which” 
occafion the T'zar and ‘T'zarina, and the chief of the nobility, followed in proceffion. 
Various were the reports that were fpread concerning his death; it was given! out pub- 
licly, that on hearing his fentence of death pronounced, the dread thereof threw him 
into an apopleétic fit, of which he died: very few believed he died a natural death, but it 
was dangerous for people to fpeak as they thought. Yhe minifters of the Emperor, and the 
{tates of Holland, were forbid the court for fpeaking their minds too freely on this 
occafion, and upon complaint againft them, were both recalled.” : 
From this account it appears that the Prince was {till alive when Peter, with the 
nobles and bifhops, remained in the fortrefs; and that he died in the interval between 
their departure and the afternoon; but it by no means follows, even from this ftate of . 
the cafe, that the Tzarovitch was poifoned. For can. we fuppofe that Peter would order 


> Bruce’s Memoirs, p. ‘18 5187. : 
+ a oef. 
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“a dofe of poifon to be prepared for his fon at a chemilt’s fhop, and that Marfhal Weyde 
would openly fend for it without the leaft myftery ? May we not rather infer that the 
_ potion was a medicine fimilar to thofe which had been’ already prefcribed for the Prince, 
who had for fome time been extremely indifpofed?. ‘I'he fright of the chemift might 
proceed from his delivering a medicine for the Tzarovitch, who was faid to be in the 
sagonies of death; as in a defpotic country, and under fuch a fovereign as Peter, his 
own fafety might be involved in the cataftrophe: ‘The agitation of Marihal Weyde will 
be ftill moré fatisfa@orily accounted for ; if, according to Bufching, he was preparing 
to perform, or bad already performed the execution. 5 apr oy ane 
‘The principal circumftance which feems. to contradi@’ the opinion that he was be« 
headed is, that if Bruce’s narrative is to be depended upon, the Prince, when he fell 


afterwards into repeated convulfions, was vifited* by the phyficians; and yet, if Buf 
ching’s account can be relied on, he muft have been already beheaded ; as Marfhal’ 


Weyde, according to Bruce, had finally quitted the fortrefs. But it is pofiible that the 


phyficians, although ordered to attend the Prince, might be prevented from feeing him s’ 
it is poifible that Marfhal Weyde might have fecretly returned to the fortrefs without 


the knowledge of Colonel Bruce ; it is poflible that Bruce himfelf, as being an intimate 
friend of the Marfhal, might have been. entrufted with the fecret, but was unwilling to 
record, in his Memoirs, fo horrid a cataftrophe, which was totally repugnant to the ma- 
nifefto of the Emperor. When the fecret execution of the heir apparent in a defpotic 


empire becomes the fubject of inquiry, it mutt always be difficult to afcertain the truth ;.' 


and it would be unreafonable to expeét that no contradictory circumftances fhould occur 


in the different relations of fuch a myfterious tranfaction ; when even in the moft coms. _ 
~ mon occurrences, no two perfons would relate the fame event precifely in the fame.‘ 
. manner. . ; ee: : Sera ag ee ch ey rr 


” Catharine is not free from fufpicion of being concerned in this horrid affair, becaufe 
her fon by Peter was declared fucceffor, and becaufe Tolftoi, to whom the management 
of the procels and private examination of Alexéy were chiefly entrufted, was a creature 


of Mentchikof. . This accufation: of Catharine cotild be only a mere furmife, and her . 


interference, if the really interfered, muft have been fo fecret as not to have been dif- 
covered. Peter himfelf exculpated her, openly teftifying *, that {he interceded for his 
fon’s life, and requefted, that inftead’ of being put to death, he might be confined in a 


convent. Not to mention that fuch proceedings militate ftrongly againft the well known ’ 


humanity of Catharine; there was no occafion to irritate the favage temper of Peter, 
too much inclined to infli@ the fevereft punifhment upon his fon, who threatened ta 
deitroy in a moment that vaft fabric of glory and power which he had employed 
years in erecting... The monarch who could himfelf attend the infliQion of torture, 
who had occafionally performed the office of executioner, and who even ordered 
the firft partner of his bed to be fcourged, would not require any incitement to 
command the execution of a fon, whom he had publicly treated with the moft inhuman 
ferocity. ° : Bhs rien 


A note, written with Peter’s own hand to Count Romanzof, who, in conjunétion 


with Tolitoi, brought the unfortunate Alexéy from Naples, will difplay the inflexible 
{pirit of that Monarch, who forgot the feelings of a father in his anxiety for the public 
good. . “ T grant you the ranks of major-general and Heutenant-general, and the eftates 
of Alexander Kikin and Kuril Matufhkin T; in confideration of the fignal fervice which 


* Baffevitz. © 
+ Two of Alesdy’s unfortunate adherents. who with manu athere coors memectad cc Lt on. 
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ou have juft conferred, not only spon me, but what is more, upon your country, in 
Tringing back him, who by his birth is my fon, and by his actions, the‘enemy of his 
father and of his‘country *.”7° 

The wife of Alexey, Charlotte Chriftina Sophia, was daughter of Louis Rodolph of 
Brunfwick-Blakenburgh, and filter of Elizabeth Chriftina, confort of the Emperor 
Charles VI. She was born on the 2gth of Auguft 1694, efpoufed on the 25th of Ofto- 
ber 1711, the Tzarovitch Alexéy, and in July of the enfuing year made her entrance 
into Peterfburgh t. 

Although this amiable Princefs was the choice of Alexéy, who faw her at her father’s 
court, yet he treated her with the utmoft negleét, and devoted himfelf to his favourite 
miftreis Euphrofyne, a Finlandifh girl of the lowelt extraction. 

It does not indeed appear that the Prince, according to the report of fome writers, 
frequently ftruck her; for had he been fufficiently brutal, he would have been reftrained. 
by apprehenfions of his father ; who, as well as Catharine, always exprefled the ftrong- 
eft compaffion for her wretched fituation, and fhowed her conftant proofs of his affeétion. 

Her hufband’s unconquerable antipathy was chiefly derived from his fufpicions that 
fhe lodged complaints againft him to the Emperor. Unfortunately her domeftic uneafi- 
nefs was increafed. by Juliana Princefs of Eaft-Friefland, who accompanied her into 
Ruffia, and who imprudently fanned the flame inftead of endeavouring to quench it. 

The fruits of this ill-afforted union were Natalia, who was born at Peterfburgh in 
1714, and died at Mofcow in 1728; anda Prince, afterwards Peter II. who was brought 
into the world on the 23d of Odtober, 1715, ‘Phe confequences of her delivery, and 
the melancholy which had long preyed upon her frame, hurried her prematurely to the 
grave, on.the 2d November, in the twenty-firft year of her age. The approach of 
death was affecting to all but her hufband and herfelf; her fpirit was fo much fubdued 
by afflidion, that the confidered her diffolution asa welcome releafe from all her fufter- 
ings; and faid to her phyficians, ‘Do not torment.me any more, for I will live no 
longer t.” . 

On the day which preceded her déceafe, the dictated a petition to Peter the Great, 
which may be confidered as her will: ‘The moft humble and laft entreaties from the 
under-writterr to His Imperial Majefty. 1. His Imperial Majefly will order my funeral 
as he fhall think proper. I could with, neverthelefs, that my body may be buried in a 
place where it may remain undifturbed until the fecond coming of our Saviour. 2. Both 
my beloved children I recommend to the care and affeGtion of his Imperial Majefty, my 
gracious father-in-law, that they may be educated according to their birth and ftation. 
3. 1 leave my jewels and other valuable things in gold and filver to my children ; and a 
reafonable part of my clothes and linen to my coufin the Princefs of Eaft-Friefland. 
4. 1 befeech his Imperial Majefty graciaufly to permit thofe perfons who accompanied 
me hither to return, and to defray the expence of their journey. 5. On account of the 
dearnefs of this place, and becaufe my fervants were ftrangers, I have contracted fome 
debts, which I intreat his Imperial Majefty to difcharge, that I may be remembered with 
honour, and that no unworthy reports may be circulated after my death. ‘The fums 
which the crown will fave by my deceafe, may be employed in difcharging thefe debts, 
fince it is God’s will that I depart from this world fo prematurely and unexpectedly. 


ra 


*® This note, which has not yet appeared in print, was communicated to nre by a Ruffian nobleman, the 
grandfon of Count Romanzef, who favoured me with a tranflation from the original. 

+ This account of the Princefs is chiefly taken from Muller’s “ Von der Princeflin von Wolfenbucttel 
als vermahiten Ruffifchen Kronprincefia.”? In Buf, Hilt. Mag. xv. p. 234. 

}$ Bruce’s Memoirs, p. 148. , 
6. My 
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6. My unforefeen and untimely death is alfo the caufe of my, béing unable-to tecom ~ 
penfe my domeftics, who had the care of regulating mY expences; and as 1 am perfely 
fatistied that my fecretaries Cluver and John Clement, who had chatge of my difburf- 
ments, have ferved me with fidelity and honour, 1 humbly entreat that their accounts, 
which have receipts, may be pafled, and that the other expenditures may be admitted 
upon their oath. I repofe fuch confidence in his Imperial Majefty, that I truft he will 
not reject this my laft requeft; more particularly when I reflect on the repeated in- 
ftances which I have experienced of his paternal tendernefs and affection. I have this 
alfo to add, that Iam only concerned to leave this world at a time when his Imperial 
Majefty is indifpofed ; a circumflance which has prevented me from thanking him in 
perfon for the frequent proofs I have received of his kindnefs and regard. May the 
Almighty be his aid and protector; and may he add thofe years to his life which are 
taken from mine; which I likewife faithfully, and with my whole heart, implore for Her 
Majefty the Emprefs; and, after returning my acknowledgments due to them for the 
repeated inftances of their love and goodnefs, I expire, the moft humble and moft 
obedient daughter of both their Majetties, 
‘CuHarLoTTe Curistina Sova *." 


“ St. Peterfourgh, Ofober 21, 1715.” 
§ 735 


Her ardent defire to fee the Emperor before fhe expired was gratified. Peter, who was 
at Schluffelbyrgh at the time of her delivery, had {et off upon the firft news of that intel- 
ligence for Peterfburgh ; but on his arrival in the capital, was tcized with a fudden ill- 
nels, which confined him to his chamber. On peruiing the affectionate expreflions of 
her attachment, he was placed on a machine rolling upon wheels, and conveyed to her 
apartment. ‘The interview was awful: fhe took leave of him in the moft moving lan- 
guage and affecting manner, recommending her children to his care, and her fervants 
io his proteétion, and received from him every confolation which her fituation would 
admit, together with the ftrongeft affurances that all her withes fhould be fulfilled. She 
then embraced her children, and having bedewed them with tears, delivered them into 
the hands of her hufband, whom decency obliged to be prefent at this tender fcene. 
After fuffering the moft acute pains, and ftruggling with fucceeding agonies, fhe expired 
at midnight }. ‘ 

She died a member of the Lutheran religion, which fhe had in vain been folicited to 
renounce; and nothing conveys a ftronger proof of the high efteem in which fhe was 
held by the Emperor, than her interment in a Ruffian church: her remains were de- 
pofited, on the 8th of November, in the cathedral of St. Peter and St. Paul, with all 
the funeral honours due to her exalted ftation. ; 

I have been thus particular in relating the principal circumflances which attended her 
death ; not only becaufe her fate is interefting to every fecling mind, but alfo becaufe 
an extraordinary account of this Princefs appeared in France. Soon after her delivery, 
it is faid, fhe perfuaded her attendants to circulate a report of her death ; and her huf- 
band, who paid no attention to her during her illnefs, ordered her to be buried without 
delay ; a piece of wood fubftituted in the place of the body, was interred in the cathe- 
dral, and the Princefs made her efcape into France. Apprchenfive of difcoyery, fhe 
embarked for Louifiana, and married a French ferjeant, who had formerly been at 
Peterfburgh, to whom fhe bore a daughter. In 1752 fhe came with her hufband to 
Paris, was difcovered as fhe was walking in the Thuilleries by Marfhal Saxe, who pro~ 


* Muller in Bul. xv, p, 237- + Muller and Bruce. 
5B 2 mifed 
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«mifed fecrecy, and procured commiffion ‘for her hufband in the Ifle of Bourbon. 
Having loft her hufband and child, fhe,-jn'1754, returned to Paris with a negro woman. 
“The bills upon the Eaft India Company, which he brought in her hufband’s name, 
being refufed becaule fhe could not prove herfelf to be his wife ; a gentleman, whom. 
fhe had known in the Ile of Bourbon, offered his affiftance, which fhe declined. She 
.confeffed to this gentleman her real character ; and from him the author of the account 
pretends to have received thefe anecdotes; adding, fhe foon afterwards difappeared, 
and retired to the court of her nephew the Duke of Brunfwick. In this wonderful 
narrative, the King of France, it is faid, privately acknowledged her, and even enjoined 
the governor of the Ifle of Bourbon to pay her the honours dve to her rank. It is 
added, that the fame Monarch, in a letter written with his own hand, communicated 
this difcovery to the Emprefs of Germany, (then Queen of Hungary,) who thanked the 
King for his intelligence, and immediately wrote to the fuppofed Princefs as to her aunt, 
advifed her to quit her hufband and child, whom the King of France had promifed to 
provide for, and invited her to Vienna. ; 

Although I had little reafon to give credit to an anonymous author; and the whole 
ftory bears the air of fidtion, I made it the fubjeét of my refearches. I found, on.in- 
quiry, that the circumftances of her death could not be doubted, and accorded with the 
accounts which I have before related; I was, moreover, informed by a Ruffian noble. 
man, that his mother attended the Princefs in her illnefs ; that fhe was a witnefs to her 
Jaft moments, and faw the corpfe laid in ftate, when perfons of all ranks were admitted 
to kifs the hand of the deceafed *, ; 
It is certain, from a paflage ina letter from the King of Pruffia to d’Alembert, that a 

woman appeared at Brunfwic, pretending to be the deceafed wife of the Tzarovitch : 
and it is no lefs certain that fhe was an impoftor. : 





* In L’Evefque’s Hittory of Ruffia, there is an ample detail of the rife and progrefs of this anecdote of 
the Princef.’s efcape and adventures. It firft made its appearance in Richcr’s Continuation of the Abbé 
Marcy’s Hifloire Moderne, afterwards in Boffu’s Nouveaux Voyage dans Amérique Septentrionale ; and. 
was lately revived in * Pieces intereffantes et peu connues, pour fervir al Hiftoire 5” in which, as an ad- 
ditional authority, it is qualified as an extra& found among the papers of the late Duclos, fecretary of the 
Royal Academy, and Hiftoriographer of France. ‘Fhe anecdote, like all other ftories which are improved 
in their progrefs, is dreffed in fomewhat different fhapes: in one the name of the hufband is d’Auban, in 
the other Moldack ; in one the marries a third time, and again becomes a widow: the circumflances of her 
efcape are alfo varioufly related, and in all with the moft evident marks of falfehood, and abfolute contra= 
diction to the meft undoubted fa&ts; fuch as that fhe was aflifted in her efcape by the Countefs of Koningf- 
mark, although there was no lady of that name about her perfon, or at Peterfburgh ; that the body of the 
Princefs was interred almoft at the inftant of her deceafe, and without any funeral honours; that Peter I. 
was not at Peterfburgh when fhe died; that the was brought to bed before her time of a Princefs, with many. 
fimilar affertions, which fearcely deferve any ferious refutation. The reader, who is defirous of further ine 
formation on the fubjeét, is referred to L’Evefque Hiftoire de Ruffie, Tom. iv. p. 384-359; and to the 
latter part of Maller’s account, Von der Princeflen von Wolfenbuttel, in Buf. Hit. Mag. xv. p. 239 to- 
a4t. An extract alfo of the principal circumftances of this ftory is given in the Gentleman’s Magazine,. 
and from thence inferted in the Annual Regifter for 1776. ‘ 

“ Je puis vous répondre avec plus de précifion fur le {ujet de cette dame qui prétendoit pailer pour ?époufe 
du czarowitz ; fon impofture a été découverte 2 Brunfwic, ot elle a paffé peu de mois aprés la mort de celle 
dont elle emprunta le nom elle y recut quelques charités, avec qrdre de quitter le pays, et de ne jamais 
prendre un pom dont fa naiffance I*écartoit fi fort.” Correfp. du Roi de Pruffe a d’Alembert, ii. Pp: 138. 
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APPENDIX. 


No. L.—Various Opinions concerning the Tzar who reigned under the name of Demetrius.— 
; Proofs that he was no Impoftor., : 


THESE are the principal circumftances in the adventures of the perfon, who feated! 
himfelf upon the Ruffian throne under the name of Demetrius. His hiftory is involved 
in contradiction and obfcurity : unbiaffed, however, by the prejudices of either party, 
let us compare with candour their oppofite reprefentations, and endeavour to afcertain, 
whether he was an impottor, or the real fon of Ivan Vaffilievitch. 

‘They who contend that he was an impoltor, thus relate his hiftory: He was of the 
family of Otrepief; his real name was George, which upon his affuming the monattic 
habit in the fourteenth year of his age, he changed into Gregory, and was generally 
known by the appellation of Grifka * Otrepief: for fome time he refided at Sufdal, and 
having wandered from convent to convent, was confecrated deacon in the monaftery 
of Tchudof at Mofcow, where he was employed by the Patriarch in tranfcribing books. 
for the fervice of the church. Itis not afcertained, even from thefe accounts of his life,. 
at what period-he firft {tyled himfelf Demetrius. Some report, that while he continued 
in the monaftery of Tchudof, he obtained the moft minute information relative to the 
perfon and charaéter of the Prince, and even began to affume his name, for which he: 
was deemed infane, and excited the laughter of the monks. Others obferve, that he 
was in poffeflion of feveral jewels which formerly belonged to Demetrius; and having 
one day declared that he fhould afcend the throne of Ruffia, was confined by order of 
Boris Godunof, in a diftant monaftery, from which he efcaped into Poland. On the 
contrary, Margaret, who afferts that he is the true Demetrius, gives the following, 
detail : 

Demetrius being refcued from affaffination by the fubftitution ¢ of another child, was. 
fecretly educated in Ruflia until the election of Boris Godunof, when he was conveyed 
into Poland under the care of the monk Grifka, which afterwards gave rife to: the report 

. that 


* Grifka, in the Roffian tongue, fignifies little Gregory. He was called alfo Roftriga, or Deferter, 
from having deferted his convent. 

+ The principal objeGion to the aceount of Margaret, arifes from the difficulty of fubRituting a child 
in the place of Demetrius, particularly if the fon of his nurfe was one of the affaflins ; and if Vaffili-‘Shu~ 
ifki examined the body of the deceafed, foon after the fuppofed affaffination. ‘T’o this it may be anfwered, 
that his mother had fufficient reafon to be on her guard againft the attempts of Boris Godunof ; for it is 
evident that fuch attempts were made before, from a paffage in Fletcher, who was at Mofcow in the be- 
ginning of Feodor’s reign. Befides the Emperor that now is, who hath no child, nor ever like to have, 
there is but one more, a child of fix or feven years old, ia whom refteth all the hope of the fucceffion, and 
the pofterity of that houfe. He is kept in a remote place from Mofko, under the tuition of his mother, 
and her kindred of the houfe of the Nagais; yet not fafe (as I have heard) from attempts of making away by 
pratice of fome that afpire to the fucceffion, if this Emperor die without iffue”? Vletcher’s Ruffia,.chap. v, 

With refpeét to the privity of the nurfe, and her fon, the witnels of the bell-riager, and the teftimony of 
Vaflili Shuiiki, L’Evefque makes thefe judicions obfervations : 4 

«« Mais ces circonitances font elles bien confirmées. Tous" les aflaffins du Tzarevitch furent maffacrés 
prefqu’ auffi-tét qu’ils eurent commis ce crime. Ils n’ont point été interrogés, on n’a rien fu de leur bouche. 
Un fonneur de Ja cathedrale fut temoin du meurtre de Dmitri, Mais quia regu fon témoignage? Eft ib 
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‘that Grifka had perfonated Demetrius. Asa proof that they were two diftin& perfons, 
he informs us, that Boris Godunof fent repeated expreffes to his guards on the.fron- 
tiers, to prevent all travellers from quitting the country, even fhould they be provided 
with paffports ; for ¢wo traitors were endeavouring to efcape into Poland. - Margaret 
adds, Grifka was thirty-five years of age, and Demetrius fcarcely twenty four; Gritka 
accompanied the new Tzar to Mofcow, and was feen by many in that city, being a per- 
fon well-known, and having a brother who poffefled an eftate near Gulitz; he was 
notorious before his flight into Poland for drunkennefs, and on account of his mifcon- 
dué, was banifhed by Demetrius to Yaroflaf. Margaret, moreover, was informed by 
an Englifh merchant of Yaroflaf, well acquainted with Grifka, that the monk, on re. 
ceiving the news of the Tzar’s death, and even after the election of Vaffili Shuifki, fo- 
temnly protefted that he, Demetrius, was the real fon of Ivan Vaffilievitch ; and that he 
himfelf was Grifka Otrepief, who had conducted the Prince into Poland. Soon after- 
wards Grifka was conveyed to Mofcow by order ef Vaffili Shuiski, and difappeared. 
(Margaret, 152 to 157.) 

If this narrative is authentic, even according to the confeffion of Muller, it com. 
pletely refutes the reprefentation of the oppofite party. In what manner then does 
this ingenious author attempt to difcredit the pofitive teflimony of Margaret? “ But 
how,” {ays he, “ can we imagine, that any one could ever hold two perfons to be the 
fame individual, at a time when the contrary could be eafily proved ?”’ The contrary 
indeed could be eafily proved during the reign of Demetrius, when Grifka was at 
Mofcow or at Yaroflaf, and at a time when few Ruffians doubted the fact; but the 
affertion was not fo eafily refuted when Grifka difappeared, and when no perfon durit 
contradi& the manifefto of Vaffili Shuifki. ‘* Let us fuppole,”? adds Mr. Muller, * that 
the oppofite party, in defiance of alt truth, firft invented fo groundlels a fable ; let us 
fuppofe that Grifka was immediately banifhed, as foon as the enemies of Demetrius made 
the latter pafs for that monk; how does it happen that no writer befide Margaret *, has 
taken notice of fo remarkable a circumftance?”’ It is generally allowed that one good 
evidence ought to outweigh a crowd of prejudiced witneffes ; fo that if Margaret’s cre- 
dibility is fuperior to that of his opponents, we muft aflent to the truth of his account, 
And who are the writers whofe authority is preferred to that of Margaret? The native 
hiftorians, who wrote after the acceflion of Vaffili Shuifki ; but their teftimony cannot 
be admitted in this cafe; for could any Ruffian venture to contradict the manifefto of 





meéme certain qne ce temoin ait cxiflé? Si Jes affaffins furent trompés, n’ait-il pas pu l’étre lui méme, et 
prendre pour le Tzarévitch ua enfant du méme age! Ne convient-on- pas que Boris, &e. Mais Chouitki, 
mais Clechnin furent envoyés a Ouglitch par Boris; ils virent et reconnurent le corps du ‘Tzarévitch et lui 
rendirent les hous @s‘funebres. Eh! fait-on ce qu’ont vu ces deux émiifiires de Boris, ce qu’ils lai ont 
yapporté en fecret? Le corps méme qu’ils examinerent, defiguré par des bleffures, et gardé long emps 
fans étre embaumé, devrait tre meconnaiflable. On ignore abfolument ce quils cnt cécouvert, et” qu’ils 
ont penié. Sils ont cébité 2 leur retour une fable concertée entr’eux et Je miniftre, ils n’ont pt dans le 
{uite faire connaitre la verité, fans avouer qu’ils avoient été des fourbes vendus 2 un feclerat,” &e, Vol. tii. 
p. 227.—Ina word, the belief that a child was fubftituted in the place of Demetrius, though liable to 
many objections, is yet attended with much fewer difficulties, than the notion that the Tzar who reigned 
under the name of Demetrius was an impoflor. : 

* Margaret, however, does not ftand fingle in fuppofing Grifka, and him who paffed for Demetrius, to 
be dittinét perfons. For among others, Conrad Buffan, who was prefeni at Mofeow during the troubles, 
afferts, that Demetrius was the natural fon of Stephen Bathori, King of Poland, which ie fuflicient to thow 
that the report prevailed at the time that the Tzar and Grifka were different perfons, S. R. G, vol. v. 
P: 1Qts : : 

12 ; the 
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the fovereign, or call in queftion the fandtity of the relics eftablithed by a decree of the, 
church *? 5 

It mult be confeffed, however, that one author is not liable to thefe fufpicions, 
* Petreius,” continues Muller, ‘¢ has given, in many inftances, the moft exaét intelli 
gence, and has demonftrated the impolture of the falfe Demetrius with many proofs. 
Is it poflible, therefore, to fuppofe him ignorant that Demetrius and Grifka were two 
different perfons, if that fact had been well grounded?’ Here then the teftimony of 
Petreius is put in the oppofite feale again{ft that of Margaret; both foreigners, both 
prefent at Mofcow at the time of the infurreciion, both fuppofed to be unbiaffed by the 
civil and religious prejudices of the Ruffians; yet both of different fentiments. Let us 
therefore examine their character and fituation, and confider whether any circumftances 
render one writer more worthy of credit than the other. Margaret wasa Frénchman, 
who entered the Rufian fervice in the reign of Boris Godunof, was prefent in the army 
fent againit Demetrius, and always a€ted with approved bravery and fidelity. After. 
wards, when Demetrius afcended the throne, he was continued in his fervice as captain 
of the guards. - We poffeffed, therefore, many opportunities of inveftigating his real 
hiltory, and he has recorded it in his “ Eftat de Empire de Ruflie, &c.’? which, on his 
return to France, he publifhed at the command of Henry IV. 

Muller, however, objeéts to the authenticity of Margaret’s narrative: “ A witnefs of 
this fort would not be admitted in any court of juftice, and cannot, in this inftance, merit 
our belicf. His judgment might be warped ; partly from confidering it as a difgrace 
to have engaged in the fervice of an impoftor, and partly from not being well ufed by 
the oppofite party after the death of the falfe Demetrius. Hence he might be enticed,. 
from motives of refentment, to brand with infamy the enemies of Demetrius, and to 
treat as mere falfehoods all the reports of the impoftor’s real origin. We mult, there. 
fore, accufe Margaret either of having advanced a falfehood; or fuppofe that he had. 
heard of another Otrepief, who was at that time prefent at Mofcow, and whom he 
ftrangely confounds with Griikat.’”? This is the only objection which even the inge- 
nuity of Muller can urge again{ft Margaret. 

Petreius, whofe authority is fondly preferred to that of Margaret, was minifter ¢ from. 
Charles IX. King of Sweden, to the court of Mofcow in the reigns of Boris Godunof, 
Demetrius, and Vaffili Shuifki. The clofe conneétion of Demetrius with Sigifmond 
King of Poland, induced Charles IX. to tender his affiftance to Boris Godunof, upon 
the firft entrance of the new claimant into Ruffia, Charles is alfo reprefented as greatly 
alarmed at the fuccefs of Demetrius, and after his affaffination concluded a treaty of the 
firideft amity with Vailili Shuifki. It was therefore the intereft of the Swedith court to 


* fe may perhaps be thought by many too bold to fet afide the authority of all the Roffian hiftorians, . 
who may be fuppofed to have obtained better intelligence than. foreigners. But Miller calls in quettion 
the teftimony of a Ruffian Ambaffador in favour of Demetrius, becaufe he wrote at a time when he was 
upou the throne, and acknowledged by the whole nation; for the fame reafon, therefore, we mutt fet 
abde the evidence of the Ruffiang who wrote after his aflaffination, and at a time when his impoflure was 
snade an article of the public faith. 

Indeed, if it is confidered the fufpicious documents from which the Ruffian authors drew their materials, 
this made of reafoning will not appear unjuflifiable. Of all the Ruffian writings relating to the hiftory of 
Demetrius, cited by Muller, the principal are the manifelto of Shuifki, and a manufcript account of the trou. 
bles, compiled by order of the T'zar Michael, and fent to the King of France asa juitification of the war 
againit Sweden. But fuch documents iffuing from government muft in this inftance be allowed to be ex- 
eceptionable. In all affairs, wherein national prejudices are not concerned, the evidence of a native is pre~ 
ferable to that of foreigners; but the teflimony of foreigners becomes fuperior, when the natives are warped 


by fear or vretudice. 
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reprefent Demetrius as an impoftor ; and Petreius, as Swedifh minifter, naturally coun- 
tenanced the réport patronized by bis-mafter.: But‘fhould we even allow that Petreius 
was not influenced in.his judgment by the politics of his own court ; yct, as an author, 
he is Hable to great exception: for the numbetlefs fi@ions and grofs mifreprefentations 
which he retails in his Chronicle, prove extreme pronenefs to credulity *. On the con- 
trary, the credibility of Margaret flands unimpeached, and even the penetrating fagacity 
of Muller himfelf can only difcover in his work a few trifling errors. It appears then, 
that both as to character avd fituation, the teltimony cf Margaret is preferable to that 
of Petreius ; and if the queftion is to be ultimately decided by one of thefe two writers, 
whofe authority is the moft unqueftionable, the ‘Tzar who reigned under the name of 
Demetrius was no impoftor, but the real fon of Ivan Vaffilievitch I. 

I thall now threw together fome particulars, which, i addition to thofs already enu- 
merated, induce me to efpoufe the opinion that the T'zar was no impoiter. 

1. The conduét of Boris Godunof. 2. Suppofed refemblance becween the real De- 
metrius and the perfon who reigned in his name. 3. ~ is fuccefs and conduct upon the 
throne. 4. ‘Teftimony of Maria Feodorofna. 5. Arguments ufed by the Kofiians to 
prove the impofture. é 

1. The conduct of Boris Godunof plainly demonftrates that he thought him the real 
Demetrius. For otherwife, why did he not produce Maria Feodorotua, and obtain her 
public avowal that her fon was not alive? Ter teftimony at that time would have un- 
queftionably afcertained the impofture of the perfon, who claimed the throne as her 
offspring. Probably Boris Godunof examined her privately, and finding her to perfift 
in her aflertion that Demetrius had efcaped from Uglitz, he removed her to acunvent 
at a confiderable diflance from Mofcow, that fhe might not fanétion the pretentions of 
his rival. : 

2. The fuppofed refemblance between the Prince Demetrius, who was educated at 
Uglitz, and the perfon who reigned under his name. He had a wart under the right 
eye, and one arm fhortcr than the other. “ But how is it known,” faid Muller, “that 
the Prince had thefe defeéts? for they are not mentioned in the Roflian narratives, but 
only related by foreigners, who had never feen him. May we not therefore fuppofe 
them mere inventions, calculated to difplay fome refemblance between the true and 
falfe Demetrius |?” To this we may reply, that the Ruifian accounts, evidently com- 
piled after this period, and chicfly taken from the manifettos of government, would 
never record any circumftance which might tend to favour a likenefs between a perfon 
whom they ftyled an impoftor, and the young Prince. And it may be added, if the 
‘Tzar alledged the wart under his right eye, and the fhortnels of his arm, as proofs of 
his being the real Demetrius ; who can fuppofe that the Prince had not thefe defeéts, 
when there were fo many perfons of the firft diftinction who could contradié the truth 





* Muller has noticed and correéted innumerable errors, relative to the moft important tranfactions, in 
the Chronicle of Petreius. It would be endlefs to mention them, I fhall therefore only relate ene, which 
unqueftionably proves the credulity of Petreius, <* Feodor Ivanovitch,” fays that author, « upon his death 
bed, being requeited by the nobility to name a fucceffor, anfwered, «That perfon to whom I fhall deliver 
my {ceptre fhall be Tzar after me” Soon afterwards he offered it to Feodor Nikitich Romanof: but he 
delivered it to his brother Alexander, who gave it toa third called John, who prefented it to a fourth called 
Michael. The latter paffed it to another nobleman: at laft the T'zar threw the fceptre from him, crying 
out in a paffion, * Take it who will;? upon which Boris took it up, and the Tzar died immediately.” 
This ridiculous tale is contradi€ted by the moft authentic records, by the whole hiftory of the fublequent 
election of Boris Godunof; and yet this is the writer whofe authority is oppofed to Margaret. See 
S.R.G. vol. v. p. 64, &e. 

+ 5.R. G. vol. v, p. 190. 
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of the report?“ But even allowing the fact,” continues Muller, “the conclufion by 
no means follows, jas the ftrongeft refemblance has been frequently obferved. between. - 
two different perfons; and it is likewife poffible, that the falfe Demetrius might have 
imitated. a wart in his face, and have feigned a defe& in his arm.” Itis barely poffible, 
indeed, to account for thefe circumftances in, this manner; fill, however, they muft be 
confidered, though not as pofitive, yet as prefumptive evidence in his favour, efpecially 
when joined to collateral proofs. : ; 

*3. The fuccefs of his enterptize, and condua upon the throne, feem to prove that he 
was the real Demetrius. He entered Ruflia with an inconfiderable force, which ine 
creafed as he advanced ; and though totally defeated, and almoft deferted by the Poles, 
yet his army was foon recruited, and became more formidable than before his difcom- 
fiture. Perions of the firft diftin@tion joined him from all quarters, and the more he 
became perfonally known to the Ruffians, the greater number of partizans flocked to 
his ftandard, Nor did this feem owing. to any want of popularity in Boris Godunof, 
whofe adminiftration was greatly refpeéted for vigour and wifdom. it rather proceeded 
from a general convidtion that he was Demetrius. When feated upon the throne he 
cid not aét like an impoftor. Had he been one, he would fearcely have pardoned Vaf- 
fli Shuitki, who had thrown doubts upon the reality of his defcent. Inftead of dif- 
believing the {trong'reports of an impending infurreétion, he would have turned a ready 
ear to flighteft, rumours of plots and machinations, and have taken every precaution 
againft them. Ina! word, his general charaéter was as thoughtlefs and inconfiderate as. 
it was open and fincere; but above all, his freedom from fufpicion and jealoufy. were - 
incompatible with the principles a ufurper *, : 

4, The condu& of Maria Feodorofna muft be admitted as fupporting*the fame fide 
of the queftion. After having openly acknowledged him for her {on, the is faid to have 
publicly difowned him. _ If. both the avowal and denial were equally public, they both 
might have been extorted by fear, and her téftimony mutt be confidered as null. - For 
what credit can that woman deferve who at one time admitted a perfon to be her fon, 
and at another rejected him? We may obferve, however, this difference, that in one in- 
Rance fhe owned him in perfon ; in the other, the was not confronted with him, but her 
anfwer was brought by Vaffili Shuifki+, who was molt interefted to prove him an im- 
poftor. It theretore follows, that if (as feems to be the cafe) her avowal was public, 
and her denial was not, the former is more to be depended upon than the latter, and her 
teftimony muft be admitted in his favour f. ; 

; 5. The 


® «¢ Puis partons,” fays Margaret, “ de fa clemence, envers un chacun apres qu’il fut receu en Mofco, 
et principalement envers Vacilli Chont{qui, lequel fut convaincn de trahifon, &c. et mefmes fut ledit Deme- 
trias prié par tous les affiflans de le faire mourir, vu quwils v’eilait toujours trouvé preturbateur du repos 
public. Je parle comme;ayant ouy et veu le tout de mes oreilles. Ce non ebftant il Juy pardonna, com- 
bien que Demetrius {cavoit bien gue nul n’ofoit afpiter & la couronne que la dite maifon de Chouitfqui. 
I pardonna aufii 4 plufieurs autres; car il efloit fans foupgon,” p. 171, 

* Si it fe fut fenty coupable en aucune chofe, il eult eu jufte fojet de croire tes machinations et trahifons 
-complottées ct trammées contre fa perfenne, des-quelles il etoit affez adverty, et y evit pd remedier avec 
grande facilité,” p.17ge | ; : > 

+ Mr. Muller fays, Vafliti Shuiftsi ook she trouble of repairing bimfelf to the convent. Gab fich febift die 
muche. : R 

— The Ruffian authors affert, that at the time when the relics were conveyed to-Mofcow, fhe publicly 
retracted her former teftimony in his favour, upow their fir interview near Mofcow ; confeffing that fhe 
had been induced by threats, as well as from a defire of procuring her liberty, to acknowledge an alien for 
her fon. But how are we certain that the really made this public confeffion? Its truth entirely reits- 
upon the Ruffian papers,’ which cannot, in this infkance. be clteemed auth. rn eR AMR, | 1, Se Sooo 
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5. The very arguments advanced by the Ruffians to prove his impofture, ftrongly 
eftablifh the contrary pofition. For how was the reality of his imperial defcent invali« 
dated by his being a forcerer, an heretic, or a mufician; by his predileGion to the Poles, 
not bowing to the image of St. Nicholas, not bathing, eating veal, and fuch frivolous ac- 
cufations? Does not the adoption of thefe nugatory infinuations befpeak a great defi- 
ciency of folid arguments? They may incline, indeed, the Ruffians to believe him-an 
ufurper, but do not prove him one in the eyes of difpaflionate judges. The truth feems 
to be, that as he began to lofe the affection of his fubjeéts by his inconfiderate contempt 
of their cuftoms and religion, thefe, and many other unfavourable reports, calculated 
to raife and increafe the popular odium, were circulated by the intrigues of Vaffili Shu- 
ifki, who, upon his aflaffination,. was raifed to the throne. 

The fame remarks extend, with ftill greater force, to the affertion, that the body in- 
terred at Uglitz was that of the real Demetrius from its uncorrupted ftate, and the mi- 
racles it performed. For the uncorrupted ftate of the body, when firft conveyed to 
Mofcow, evidently proves it to have been fuppofititious ; and the miracles it is faid to 
have performed will cdnvert no profelytes without the pale of the Ruffian church. 
When every expedient failed of convincing the generality of the Ruffians, that the Tzar 
was an impoftor, recourfe was had to pretended miracles and facred relics. And it muft 
be allowed, that this method of convincing an ignorant and fuperftitious people, who 
doubted (and there were many who doubted) was a ftroke of the moft confummate poe 
licy ;_ as by thefe means the affertions of Vaffili Shuifki were fanétioned by an ecclefi- 
aftical decree ; and the impofture of his rival became an article of public faith. Indeed, 
fuch is the fuperftition with which the ufurpation of Grifka is {till maintained, that even 
at this diftance of time no Ruffian hiftorian could venture to hint that Demetrius was 
not affaflinated at Uglitz, and that the perfon who affumed his name was not Grifka: 
for it would be contradicting a fundamental principle of belief, and rejecting the relics 
of a faint much revered in this country. 


No. IL—Geographical Divifion of the Ruffian Empire into Governments, Provinces, and 
Diftridts. 


AS the new divifion of Ruffia into governments, provinces, and diftriats, by Catharine 
the Second, has totally altered the geography of that vaft empire; and as no accurate 
account of the general divifion yet given to the public has fallen under my obfervation,. 
I fhall here fubjoin a lift communicated to me in February 1785, from undoubted au- 
thority. 

In comping this lift of governments with that given in book 6. ch. i. of this work, 
the reader will find a difference in the number and names of the governments; for in- 
ftance, this lift enumerates forty-one, the other forty governments. ‘This lift mentions. 
the governments of Archangel, Catherinenflaf, Olonetz, and Caucafus; and the other 
thofe of Aftracan, Azof, and New Ruflia. But this difference may eafily be recon- 
ciled, by confidering that the former lift was made in 1782, the latter m 1784, when f{e- 








public recantation poftponed to fo late a period? and why was fhe not confronted with the Tzar, when he 
repeatedly appealed to her teftimony as the flrongeft proof of his being the real Demetrius? Have we 
not every reafon to conclude, either that fhe did not publicly retra& her former affeverations in his favour ; 
or that, being in Vaffili Shuifki’s power, fhe was finally compelled to a in fubferviency to his mandate? 
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veral alterations had taken place in the names of the governments, particularly that 
Olonetz was formerly included in the government of Novegorod, and Archangel in that 
of Vologda, from which they have been fince feparated ; that the names of New Rufia 
and of Azof have been changed for that of Ecatherinenilaf; and that the government 
of Caucafus has been lately added, and comprifes the government of Aftracan. 


Prefent Divifion of the Ruffian Empire into Governments, Provinces, and Diftrials. 


FORTY-ONE GOVERNMENTS. 
1.— Government of St. Peterfburgh. 


This government comprifes that tra& of country called Ingermantand, or Ingria, 
wrelted by Peter the Great from the Swedes, and confirmed to the Ruilians at the 
peace of Nyftadt, in 1721.—It is divided into ten diftridts, 

1. St. Peterfburgh. 
2, Oranienbaum, on the gulf of Finland. 
3. Yfamburgh on the river Lua, difcharging itfelf into the gulf of Finland, 
4. Luga, on the upper par: of tie fame river. . 
5. Narva, on the river Narova, which falls into the gulf of Finland. 
6. Gvof, near the eatt fide of lake Peipus, on the rivulet called Gvofka. 
7. Rokeftven, or Rokeftvenfk, on the rivulet Oredefh, falling into the Luga. 
8. Sophia, near Zartkoe Zelo, 
9. Schlueffelburgh, on the Neva, where this river iffues from the Ladoga. 
10. New Ladoga, on the river Volkhof, between the lake and the channel of the 


Ladoga. 


Il.—Government of Olonetz. 


Formerly included in the government of Novogorod.—Contains five diftriéts. 

1. Petrofavodik, on the river Schua, falling into the lake Onega. 

2. Olonetz, on the river Olonza, falling into the eaft fide of the Ladoga. 

3. Vytegra, on the river of the fame name, falling into the fouth fide of the Onega. 

4+ Kargopol, near the river Onega, at its origin from the lake Latcha. 

5. Povenetz,.on the north fide of the Onega, where the rapid rivulet Povenetz falls 
into it. 


T].—Government of Wyburgh, or Ruffian Finland. 


This government was formerly fubje€t to Sweden, and comprized in Carelia; part 
was ceded to Ruffia at the peace of Nyftadt, in 1721, and part by the treaty of Abo, 
1741.-~Jt contains fix diftrids. ; 

« Wiburgh, on the north fide of the gulf of Finland. 

. Willmanttrand, near the lake Saima. 

. Fredericfham, on the gulf of Finland. 

» Nyflot, near the lake Utrufs. 

» Kexholm, on two {mall iflends of the river Woxen, falling into the Ladoga. 
- Serdobol, on the north-weftern fide of the Ladoga. 
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Iv. —Government of Revel, or Efthonia. 


Revel was confirmed to the Swedes at the peace of Oliva, conquered by Peter the 
Great in 1710, and finally ceded to Ruffia in-1721.—It contains five aire. 


I. 


2 
3 
A 
5 
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Revel on the Baltic fea. 


. Baltic-Port, about forty verfts weltwards from Revel. 


Habfal, or Hapfal, a maritime town. 
Weiflenftein, on the rivulet Saida, about eighty verfts from Revel. 


. Welenberg, about one hundred verils from Revel, at about an equal diftance 


frora that town and Narva. 


V.—Government of Riga or Livonia, ceded to Ruffia in 1721. 


It contains nine diftri€ts. 
Riga, on the D Dunna, fourteen verfts from its mouth. 
Winden, on the river Aa. 
Wolmar, on the fame river. 


. Walk, om a rivulet falling into the fouth fide of lake Wyrtz. 


Werro, on the welt fide of Peipus. 

Dorpt, on the river Em, or Embak, wilt iffues from the lake Wyrtz, and falls: 
into the Peipus. 

Fellin, on the fmall river of the fine name. 

Perneau, on the river of that name, near the Baltic Sea. 

Arenfburgh, on the ifland Oefel. = 


Vi.—Goverument of Pfof. 


A republic, fubdued by Vaflili Ivanovitch, and formerly comprized in the gorenne 
ea of Novogorod. —Contains nine diftridts. 
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. Pfkof, called- by foreigners Plefkof, on the river Velika, or Velikaia. 

2. Petchora, on the rivulet Simfha, falling into the fouth part of the Peipus, or the 
lake of Pikof. 

Oftrof, or Oftroffk, on an ifland of the river Velika. 

Opotchka, on an ifland of the fame river. 

Novorthetf, on an ifland of the fall lake of Padzo, through which flows the 
river Velikaia. 

Velikie Luki, on the left fide of the river Lovat, falling into the lake Ilmen, 

Toropez, on the river Toropo, falling into the Duna. 


. Khoim, on the river Lovat. 


Perke‘, 6n the river Schelef. 


, 


VIE.— Government of Novogerod. 


A powerful republic, finally reduced by Ivan Vafiilievitch IE, and united to the Ruf. 
fian empire.—Contains ten diftrids. 


i. 
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Novogorod, on the river Volkof, near the lake Imen.. 

Kreftetz, on the river Khlova, falling into the Mfta. 

Staraia if ula, on the river Polifh, about fifteen verfts fouth of the Iimen, 

Valdai, on the welt fide of the lake of Valdai. 

Borovitchi, on the River Mita. 

‘Fikhvin, on the rivulet of that “name, falling into the Siafs, which difcharges 
itfelf into the Laduga. 7. Uftinthna, 
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. Uftiufhna, on the Mologa, falling into the Volga. 

- {cherepoyetz, on the river Schekfna, falling into the Volga, 

. Kirilof, on the fame river. - : 

« Bielofertk, on the fouth fide of the Bielpfero, near the river Schekfna. 


VIIL— Government of Tver. 


An independent principality, united to the Ruffian empire by Ivan Vaflilievitch, and 
somprized in the government of Novogorod. It was feparated from Novogorod, and 
was the fir government eftablifhed upon the new plan.—Contains thirteen diflridts. 


- Tver, on the Volga, where that.river is joined by the ‘Tverza. 

» Vyfhnéi Volotihek, on the river Zina. ‘ 

. Torfhok, on the Tverzu. 

» Oitathkof, on an ifland of the lake Selizer. 

. Rthef Volodimerof, on the left fide of the Volga. 

« Subzof, on the left fide of the fame river. 

- Staritza, on the Volga. 

. Krafsoi Kholm, on the river Schoca, which falls into the Mologa. 


Koliafin, on the Volga, 
Kakin, near the Volga. 


. Befhetzk, on the Mologa. 
. Kortchera, or Kortchef, on the Voiga. 
. Veficgonik, on the river Mologa. 


IX.—Government of Smolenfho. 


After being an object of contention, and reciprocally poffeffed by Poland and Roflia, 
was conquered by Alexéy Michaelovitch in 1654, and finally ceded to Ruifia “at the 
peace of Mofcow, in 1666.— Contains twelve diltrids. 
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« Yukknof, on the U 


Smoleutko, on both fides of the Dnieper. 


- Poretchie, on the river Kafplia, falling into the Duna. 
. Dukortchina, on the Dnieper. : woke, 
+ Bicloi, on the fmall river Vobitha, falling into the Metha, which difcharges itfelé 


into the Duna. 


. Sytcherik, on the river Vafufa, falling into the Volga. 
» Gthattk, or Gfhat, on the river Gfhat, falling into the Vafufa. 
» Viafta, on the river Viafma, falling into the Dnieper. 


Jorogobuth, on the Dnieper. 
gra, falling into the Occa. 





Felna, on the Detha, 
Rottarl, on the Oiter, which falls into the Sofh. 
Krafnoi, on a rivulet which fails into the Dnicper. 


K.— Government of Polot/t. 


4 queahee from Poland by the Treaty of Partition in 1772.—Contains clever, 
itricts. 


I. 
Qa 
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4. 


Polotfk, on the Duna, at the mouth of the {mall river Polota, 

Driffa, or Dryfin, on the river Driffa, falling into the Duna. 

Dounaburgh, on the right fide of the Duna. 

Refitza, on the rivulet Refiza, or Rofitten, falling into the lake Liubahn. 
: c¢, Livtzinw 
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. Liutzin, on the river Litha, which falls into the river Velikaia. 


Sebefh, on the lake Sebefh. 
Nevel, on the lake Nevel. 


. Vifebtk, on the Duna. . 

. Gorodetzk, or Gorodok, on a rivulet falling into the Duna. 
. Velifh, on the Duna. 

. Surafh, on the Duna. 


XI.— Government of M. obilef. 


Difmembered alfo by the Treaty of Partition in 1772.—Contains cleven diftrids, 
1. Mohilef, on the Dnieper. 
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» Kopyts, on the Dnieper. 

» Ortha, on the Dnieper. 

- Sennoi, near lake Sennoie, communicating with the Duna. 
. Babinovitchi, on the river Lutchofla, falling into the Duna. 


Mifhiflaf, on the river Vokra, falling into the Sofh. 


- Klimovitchi, on the river Ofter, falling into the Sofh, 


Tichaufy, on the river Pronja, falling into the Sofh. 


- Staroi Bykhof, on the Dnieper. 


Rogatchef, near the Polith frontiers, where the river Drutz, or Drugez, fulla- 
into the Dnieper. 
Belitzy, on a rivulet falling into the Soth. 


XIUL—Government of Orel. 


Once a province of the government of Bielgorod.—Contains thirteen diftrias, 
Pp 


1. 
2. 
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Orel, on the rivers Occa and Orel. 
Kromy, on the Occa. 


- Mzenfk, on the rivulets Sufha and Menza, falling into the Occa. 
« Bolkof, on the river Nugra, falling into the Occa. 

- Livny, on the left fide of the river Soffna, falling into the Don, 
« Feletz, on the left fide of the river Soffna. 


Sieftk, on the river Sief, falling into the Defna. 


« Maloi Arkhangel{k, on-the river Soffna. 
. Dmitroffk, on the rivulet Nerufer, falling into the Sief, 


Defhkin, on the Occa. 

Trubtcheffk, on the left fide of the Defna. 

Branfk, on the Defna. 

Karatchef, on the rivulet Snefet, falling into the Defna, 


XUT.—Government of Kaluga. 


Formerly a province in the government of Mofcow.—Contains twelve diftridts. 
1. Kaluga, on the Occa, 
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» Maloiaroflavetz, on the fmall river Lutha, falling into the Occa. 

- Barovik, on the river Protva, falling into the Occa. 

- Taruffa, on the Occa. : 

. Likhvin, on the left fide of the Occa. 

» Kofelk, on the left fide of the fmall river Shifdra, falling into the Occa. 


Medynfk, on a rivulet falling into the Ugra, 
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8. Peremyfchl, on the left fide of the Occa. 

g. Mechovik, on a rivulet falling into the Shifdra. 
10. Moffalfk, on a {mall river falling into the Ugra. 
31. Serpeifk, on the fmall river Serpei, falling into the Ugra. 
12. Shifdra, on the river of the fame name. 


X1V.—Government of Mofcow. 


One of the moft antient and moft confpicuous provinces of the Ruffian empire. Its 
capital, Mofcow, built in 1147, was the refidence of the fovereign, till Peter the Great 
transferred the feat of empire to Peterfburgh.—Contains fifteen diftrias. 

1. Mofcow, on the river Mofeva, falling into the Occa, 

2. Kolomna Mofcva, about five verfls from its junélion with the Occa. 
3. Branitzy, on the Moicva, between Mofco and Kolomna, 

4. Podol, or Podolfk, on the river Pakria, falling into the Mofeva. 

5. Nikitfk, on the fame river. 

6. Serpukhof, on the river Nara, four verfts from its jun@tion with the Occa. 
7. Vereia, on the Protva, falling into the Occa. 

8. Mothaifk, on the {mall river Mofhaika, falling into thé Mofeva. 

g. Rufa, on the left fide of the river Rufa, falling into Mofcva. 

io. Votkrefenk, on the river Ifter, falling into the Mofkva. 

11. Svenigorod, on the Mofcva, near the mouth of the Ifter. ; 

32, Voloklamfkoi, or Volokolampfk, on the river Lama, falling into the Scofha, 

which difcharges itfelf into the Volga. 

13. Klin, on the river Seftra falling into the Dubnia, which joins the Volga. 

14+ Dmitrof, on the fmall river Vakhroma, which, uniting with the Seltra, forms 

the river Dubnia. 

15. Bogorodfk, on the river Kliafma. 


XV.—Government of Tula. 
Formerly a province of the government of Mofcow.—Contains twelve diftrids, 
Tula, on the river Upa, falling into the Occa. i 
Krapirna, on the fame river. 
Odeief, on the fame river. 
Venef, on the rivulet Venefka, falling into the Offetr, which joins the Occa. 
Alexin, on the Occa. 
Kachira, on the fame river. 
Bagoroditzk, on the river Upa. 
Tichern, on the rivulet of the fame name, falling into the Sufha, which flows 
into the Occa. 
9. Novofyl, on the rivulet Nerutcha, falling into the Sufha. 
Jo. Bielef on the Occa. 
11. Epiphan, on the Don. 
.12. Ephremof, or Yephremof, on the river Metcha, falling into the Don. 
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XVI.—Gevernment of Refan. 


Formerly a province of the government of Mofcow.-—Contains twelve diftridts. 
“1. Refan, on the Trubehh, falling into the Occa, 
2. Saraifn, on the river Ofetr, ~~ 


Pe. Spee. ae 


752 ae Conn’s TRAVELS IN RDESIA, 
3. Pronfk, on the river Pronca, falling into the Gcca. 
4. Mikhailof on the river Pronca. = es 
5+ Skopin, on the -fmall river Ranvf, falling into the Occa. 
6. Riachk, on a rivulet falling into the Voronefk. 
7» Kaffimof, on the Occa. ‘4 : 
8. Raninburgh, on the river Refe, falling into the Voronefh. 
9. Spatk, oni the Occa. 
10. Yegorief,or Yegorjeffk, on a {mall river falling into the Occa. 
11. Sapofhok, on a river falling into the Ocea. 
12. Donkof, or Dankof, on the Don. 


XVIL.—Government of Volodomir. 


Formerly a province of the government of Mofcow.—Contains fourteen diftris. 
1. Volodimir, or Vladimir, on the river Kliafma. 
2. Sufdal, on a rivulet falling into the Kliafma. 
3. Yurief Polfkoi, on a fmall river falling into the Kliafma.’ : 
4. Alexandrof, or Alexandrofik, on the river Schernia, falling into the Kliafma. 
$+ Kovrof, on the river Kliafma. 
6. Pokrof, on the fame river. 
7» Gorokhovetzk, on the fame river. 
8. Sudogda, on a river of the fame name, falling into the Kliafma. 
9. Viafniki, on the river Kliafma. 
10. Murom, on the Occa. 
it. Pereflavl Salefkoi, on the rivulet Trubeth, falling into the lake of Pereflavl, 
x2, Schuia, on the river Tels, falling into the Kliafna. » 
13. Kirfhatch, on a rivulet falling into the Kliafina. 
14. Mclenki, on the finall river Untha, falling into the Occa, 


XVII.— Government of Yaroflaf. 


Formerly a province of the government of Mofcow.—Contains twelve diftrids. 

x. Yaroflaf, on the Volga, where the river Kotorofl falls into it. 

2. Roftof, on the north fide of the fmall lake Nero, called therefore the lake of 
Roftof, communicating with the Volga by the river Kotorofl. 

. Bariffoglebtk, on the Volga. 

- Romanof, on the Volga, oppofite to the laft mentioned town, 

Danilof, on a rivulet falling into the Volga. 

- Liubim, on the river Negra, falling into the Kaftroma. 

Pocheckhon, or Pochekhonie, on the xiver Sagofha, falling into the Schekin 

. Uslitch, on the Volga. 

- Rybnoi, on the Volga. 

xo. Mychkin, on the Volga. 

11. Petroffk, on a fmall river falling into the lake Nero. 

12, Mologa, on the Volga, 
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XIX.—Government of Vologda. ; 
Formerly the largeft of all the Ruffian Europegn governments, as it contained the 
provinces of Vologda, Archangel, and Veliki-Ulting. 
Nae 8 This 
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This government is divided into two provinces, Vologda and. Veliki-Udtiug. 
Province of Vologda contains five diftrids. 
. Vologda, on the river Vologda, falling into the Sukhona. © 
. Griafovetz, on a river falling into the Sukhona. 
. Kadnikof, on a river falling likewife into the Sukhona. 
. Totma, on the left fide of the Sukhona. 
Velefk, or Velfk, on the river Vaga. ; 


Province of Veliki-Uftiug contains feven diftritts. 

. Ufting-Veliki, on the river Sukhona. 

Nikolfk, on a-tivelet falling into the Sukhona. 

. Lalfk, on the fmall river Liala, falling into the Lufa. 

. Solvytchegodfk, or Solivytchegodfk, on the river Vytchegda. 

. Krafnoborfk, on the left fide of the Dvina. 

. Yarenfk, on the right fide of the Vytchegtla, where it takes in the {mall river 
Yarenga. 

. Uftfyfolk, on the river Syffol, falling about a verft below this town ‘into the 
Vytchegda. 
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XX.—Government of Archangel. 
Formerly included in the Government of Vologda.—Contains feven diftri&s. 
. Archangel, on the Dvina, about feventy verfts from its mouth. 
Kolmogovi, ‘on the Dvina, 
. Schenkurfk, on the river Vaga. . 
. Pineg, on the right fide of thé. Dvina, where the river Pinega falls into it. 
. Onega, on the river Onega, in Ruffian Lapland. 
. Kola, on the river Kola, near the Bay of Kola, in the Frozen Ocean. 
. Mefen,on the river Mefen, falling into the Frozen Sea. 
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XXL—Government of Koftroma. 


Formerly included in the government of Mofcow; two provinces, A. Koftroma, 
B. Untha.—Contains eleven diftriats. : 
. Koftroma, near the mouth of the Volga. 
. Nerechta, ‘on a rivulet falling into the Volga. 
. Plefs, on the Volga. 
. Kadyi, on a rivulet falling into the Volga. 


. Bui, on the river Koftroma, where it takes in the river Vara. 
. Galitch, on the lake of that name, communicating with the river Koftroma by 
the {mall rivulet Vara. 
7. Tchuckhloma, near the lake of the fame name. 
8. Selgalitzk, on the Koftroma. 
g. Kinechma, on the Volga. 
10. Yurievetz Povoliski, on the Volga, three verfts below the mouth of the Untha: 
11. Lukh, on a river falling into the Volga. 
. B. Province of Untha.——Contains three diftri@ts. 
1. Makarief, on the Untha. 
2, Varnovin, on the river Vetluga. 
2, Vetluga, on the fame river. 
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XXII.— Government of Nefbnei Novogorod, - 
: ‘Contains thirteen diftricts. : 
x. Nifhnei Novogorod, on the Volga, below the mouth of the Occa. 

. Balakhna, on the right fide of the Volga. 

. Arfamas, on the fmall river Tefha, falling into the Occa. 

. Makarief on the Volga. 

Vailill, on the Volga. - 

. Semenof, on the rivulet Kerfhenz, falling into the Volga. 

Ardatof, on the river Tefh, falling into the Occa. 

. Gorbatof, on the Occa. 

. Sergatch, on the river Piana, falling into the Sura. 

10. Perevos, on the fame river. 

a1. Kniaginin, on a rivulet falling into the Volga. 

12. Lykaianof, on the upper part of the Tcfh. 

13. Potchinki, on the river Atator, falling into the Sura. 


XXUL—Government of Cafan. 


Conquered from the Tartars by Ivan Vaffilievitch II in 1 552.— Contains thirteen diftriéts. 
1. Cafan, on the rivulet Cafanka, falling into the Volga. 
2. Sviatk, on the river Sviaga, a few verfts from its junion with the Volga, 
3. Arfk, on the river Cafanka. . ; 

. Zyvilfk, on the river Zyvil, falling into the Volga. : 

. Tichebaxar, on the Volga, near the mouth of the rivulet Tfchebaxarka. 

. Yadrin, on the river Sura. 

. Kufmodemiantk on the Volga. 

. ‘T'zarevokokchaifk, on a rivalet Malaia Kokchaga, falling into the Volga. 

g. ‘Tetiuki, on the Volga. 

to. Laikef, on the river Kama. 

rt. Spafk, on the Volga. 

12. Tchifzopolfk, on the Kama. 

£3. Mamadyth, on the Viatka, falling into the Kama. 
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XXIV.—Government of Simbirfh. 


Formerly a province of the Kingdom of Cafan.—Contains thirteen diftricts, 
. Simbirfk, or Sinbirfk, on. the Volga. 

. Singilief, on the Volga. 

. Stavropal, on the Volga. 

Samara, near the junction of the Volga and Samara. 

. Sifran, on the Volga, where it takes in the {mall river Sifran. 
Kanade, on the river Sifran. 

‘Yagai, on a rivulet falling into the Sviaga.. 

. Buinfk, on the river Sviaga. 

. Karfun, ona fmall river falling into the Sura. 

. Kotiakof, om the right fide of the river Sura. 

. Ardatof, on the Alator. 

. Alatoc, on the Sura, where it takes in the Alator. 

. Kurmyk, on the Sura. 


_ 


eu On RE = 


x) 


om 
ve 


” 
tee 


@OXE’S TRAVELS IN RUSSIA: 755 
- *¥XV.—Government of Penza. 


Formerly a province of Cafan.—Contains thirteen diftria&ts. 
1. Penza, on the river Sura, where it receives the rivulet Penfa. 
2. Mokchainfk, weft of Penza. 
3. Infara, on the river Infara, falling into the Mokcha. 
% Verkhnei Lomof, on the river Lomof. 
5. Nifhnie Lomof, on the fame river. 
6. Narovtchat, on a rivulet falling into the Mokcha, which joins the Occa. : 
7, Troitzk, on the Mokcha. 
8. Krafnoflobodfk, on the fame river. 
o. Scheckeief, on a rivulet falling into the Alator. 
1o. Saranfk, on another rivulet falling into the Alator. 
11, Goroditch, on a rivulet falling into the Sura. 
12. Kerenfk, ona rivulet falling into the Mokcha. 
12. Tchembar, on the {mall river Tchembar, falling into the Vorona, which flows to 
the Khoper. ; 


XXVI.—Government of Tanbof. 


Formerly part of the government of Voronetz.—Contains thirteen diftridts. 

1. Tambof, on the river Zna, which falls into the Mokcha. 

2. Schattk, on the rivulet Schat, falling into the Zna. 

3. Kadom, on the Mokcha. 

4. Temnikof, on the fame river. 

§- Iclatma, on the Occa. 

. Koflof, on the rivulet Uf{noi Voronetz. i 
7. Uffman, on the fmall river Uflman, falling into the Voro nez. 
3. Lebedian, on the Don. 

9. Boriffoglebfk, on Khoper. 

10. Morca, on the Zna. 

11. Spafk, on a rivulet falling into the Mokcha. 

12. Kirflanof, on the Vorona, falling into the Khoper. 

13. Lipetzk, on the Voronetz. 


ia 


XXVII.—Government of Voronets. 


Contains fifteen diftri€ts. 

x. Voronetz, onthe river Voronefh, about fourteen verfts from itsjun€tion with theDon. 
2. Sadonfk, on the Don. 

3. Semlianfk, on a rivulet falling in the Don: 

4. Nifhnedevitzk, on the rivulet Devitza, falling into the Don. 

5. Korotoian, on the Don. : : 

6. Bobrof, on the Biliuk, falling into the Don. 

7. Birutch, on the river Sofna, falling into the Don. 

3. Oftrogofchk, on a rivulet falling into Sofna, 

9: Pavlovik, on the Don. 
1o. Kalitva, on the rivulet Kalitva, falling into the Don. 
11. Bogutchar, ona rivulet of the fame name, falling into the Don. 
32. Bielovodfk, on the river Derkul, falling into the Donek. 
13. Valuiki, on the river Ofkol, where it receives the rivulet Valui. 

gna 7 E za. Liventk. 
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Livenfk, on the rivulet Valui,. 
Kupenfk, on the rivulet Ofkol.’ 


XXVILL.— Government of Kurft. 


Formerly part of the government of Bielgorod.—Contains fifteen diftriéts, 
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- Kurtk, on the river Tukor, falling into the river Seim, or Sem. 
. Lgof, on the Seim. 
« Rylik, on the fame river. 


Pretive on the fame river. 
Fateth, ona rivulet falling into the Svopa. 


» Tchigry, on a rivulet falling into the fim. 

. Tim, on the river of the fume name, falling into the Sofna. 

. Oboian, on the river Pfol. , 

. Sudfha, on a rivulet of the fame name, falling into the Pfol. 

» Bogatoi, on the rivulet Penna, falling into the Pfol. 

» Dmitrief, on the Svopa. 

- Bielgorod, on the Donetz. 

- Korotcha, on the rivulet of that name, falling into the Donetz. 
» Novoi Ofkol, on the Oikol. : 


Staroi Ofkol, on a river of that name. 


XXIX.—Government of Novogorod Severftai. 
Part of the Ukraine, or Little Ruffia—Contains eleven diftri&s.. 


+ Novogorod Severfkoi, on the right fhore of the Defna, 


Pogar, on the Sudofh, falling into the Defna. 


+ Mglin, ona rivulet faliing into the Ipul. 


Starodub, on a rivulet falling into the Sudofh, 


« Sofnitza, on the Defna. 


Korop, on the ieft fhore of the fame river. 


+ Korolevetz, on a rivulet falling into the Defna. 


Glukhof, on the river Yefma, falling into the Scim. 


. Konotop, on a rivulet falling into the Seimn, 


Surafh, or Surafhfk, on the Ipul, 
Novomefhtk, on the fame river, 


XXK.—Government of Tchernigof. 
Formerly part of the Ukraine.—Contains cleven diftrias. 


. Tchernigof, on the right fhore of the Defna. 
- Berefna, or Berefin, on the Defna. 


Gorednizk, on a rivulet falling into the Snof, which joins the Sofna, 


. Nefhin, on the Ofter, falling into the Defna, 


Romen, or Roimna, on the river Sula, 
Glinfk, on the fame river, 


. Priluki, on the Udai, falling into the Sula. 

« Borfna, ona rivulet of the fame, falling into the Defna. 
. Lokhyitza, on the river Sula. 

. Gaditch, on the Pfol. 


Senkof, on a rivulet falling into the Piol. 
6 XXXI— 
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XXXL— Government of Kiof. 


Being part of the Ukraine, or Little Ruffia, was once a duchy belonging to the Great 
Dukes, and Kiof, the capital, was their principal refidence. This country was conquered: 
by the Tartars, came again into the poffeffion of the Great Dukes, but was over-ran 
and poffeffed by the Coflacks, under the proteétion of Poland. ; 

In 1654, the natives difcontented with John Cafimir, King of Poland, fubmitted to. 
Ruflia, and have ever fince continued fubje€t to that empire. The vaft privileges en-. 
joyed by the natives Have been gradually abolifhed, and ‘they are now reduccd to the- 
fame ftate as the other provinces of the Ruffian empire.-—Contains eleven diftris. 
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. Kiof, on the Dnieper. 

» Offer, onthe Defna. 

. Kofelatz, on the Ofter. 

. Pinatin, on the Udai. 

. Periaflaf, on'the Trubefh, falling into the Dnieper. 

. Solotonok, on a rivulet of the fame name, falling into the Dnieper. 
. Lubny, on the river Sula. 

. Xhorol, on the river of the fame name, falling into the Pfol, 

. Migorod, on the fame river. 

. Goltva, on the Pfol. 


Goroditche, on the Dnieper: 


XXXIf.—Government of Kharkof. 


Formerly comprifed in the government of Ukrania. Slovodikaia,.—Contains fifteen 
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diftrias. 
Kharkof, on the Uda, falling into the Donetz. 


. Tchuguief, on the Donetz. 

. Ifium, on the fame river. 

- Woltchanfk, on a rivulet falling into the Donetz. 

. Solatchef, on the Uda. 

. Walki, on a rivulet falling into the Donetz. 

» Bogodukhof, on the Merlo, falling into the Vortkla. 
« Kramokutfk, on the fame river. 

» Akhtyrka, on the rivulet Akhtyrka, falling into the left fhore of the Wortkla. 
. Khotmyfk, on the Vorfkla. 

» Lebedis, on a rivulet Olchanka, falling into the Pfol. 
. Sumy, on the right fhore of the Pfol. 

. Miropolie, on the fame river. 

» Nedrigzilof, on the river Sula. . 

. Biclopelie, on a rivulet falling into the Seim. 


XXXIN.—Government of Catharineflaf, or Ecaterrinenflaf. 


‘This government contains the greateft part of that territory which was wrefted by the 
prefent Emprefs from the Turks, and comprizes New Ruffia, the former government: 
of Azof, and Crim Tartary. 

It is divided into two provinces of Catherinenflaf and Taurida. 


Province 
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Province of Catherinenflaf contains fourteen diftrias. 


“ 
‘ 


Catherinenflaf, on the Dnieper. 


a. Poltava, on the Vorfkla. 

3. Krementchuk, on the Dnieper. 

4. Elifabethgrad, on the Ingul, falling into the Bog. 

5. Alexandria, on the Inguletz, falling into the Dnieper. 

6. Kherfon, on the Dnieper, about fourteen verfts below the mouth of the Inguk tz. 
7. Stavenfk, on the Dnieper. 

8. Novomorfkofk, on the Dnieper. 

g. Pavlograd, on a river falling into the Dnieper. 


10. Mariupal, on a river near the fea of Azof, 

11. Bakhmuh, on the river of that name, falling into’ the Donetz. 
12. Donetzk, on the river Donetz. 

13. Conftantinograd, on the Orel, falling into the Dnieper. 

14. Alexopolfx, on the fame river, 


Province of Taurida, or Crim Tartary. 


This fertile peninfula, the great mart of commerce in the Black Sea, was colonized 
for the purpofes of trade by the Greeks, Romans, Genoefe, occupied by the Turks 
«under Mahomet the Second, and governed by the Khan of the Tartars, a vaflal to the 
Porte. On the peace of Kainardi, in 1774, it was declared an independent fovereignty, 
taken pofleflion of by Catharine II. on the abdication of the Khan Sahim Gerai, m 
1783, and confirmed to Ruilia by the Porte in the fame year by the treaty of Conftan- 
cinople. ‘The Emprefs has revived feveral of the antient Greek names, — Contains 
teven diftricts, 

x. Levkopol, formerly Achmet-{chitt. 
. Synpheropol, formerly Efki Krim, i. e. Old Crimea. 
. Eupatoria, formerly Koflof, or Gofleve. 
. Perekop, 
. Phanagorfa, on the ifland of Taman. 
. Dneprovik, on the Dnieper. 
. Melotopol, on the river Melotchnie. 
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XXXIV.—Government of Caucafus. 


Divided into two provinces, Aftracan and Caucafus, but not yet fubdivided into 
aiftricts. 

‘Aftracan was conquered from the Tattars, in 1652, by Ivan Vaflilievitch. 

Province of Caucafus will comprize the Cuban, and all that diftri& to the eaft and 
fouth, now in the poffeflion of Ruflia, between the rivers Don and Cuban, and between 
the Cafpian and the Euxine, extending as far as the confines of Georgia, and continu- 
ally augmenting by the reduétion and fubmiffion of the wandering hordes of Mount 
Caucafus. 


XXXV.—Government of Saratof. 


Formerly a province of Aftracan.—Contains eleven diftricts. 
x. Saratof, on the Volga. 
2. Vol{k, on the fame river. 
3. Khvalynfk, - 
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. Khvalynfk, on the fame river. 

. Kufnetzk, on a rivulet falling into the Sura. 

. Serdobfk, on the river Serdoba, falling into the Khoper. 
. Petroffk, on the Medveditza. 


Atkar, or Atkarfk, on the river Atkara, falling into the Medreditza. : 


. Balakef, on the river Khoper, — 
. Khoperfk, formerly Novokhoperfk, on the fame river. 


Kamychin, called formerly Dmitrefik, on the right fide of the Volga. 
‘Tzaritzyn, on the Volga. 


XXX VI.—Government of Ufa. 


Formerly included in the government of Orenburgh, is divided into two provinces, 
Ufaand Orenburgh. 


iw 


om NY An pow 


ROD 


EN On PWN 


Province of Ufa contains nine diftrias. 


: Uh, on the right fide of the Bielaia, a few verfts beneath the mouth of the river 


Ufa. 


. Birfk, on the river Bielaia. 


Menfclinfk, on the river Menfel, falling into the Ik. 

Bugulm, or Bugulminfk, on the Bugulm, a rivulet falling into the Ik, 
Bogoroftan, on a river falling into the Samara. 

Belebeief, on a rivulet falling into the Diema, which flows into the Bielaia.. 


. Sterlitamak, on the fmall river Sterlia, falling into the Bielaia, 


Ichalyabinfk, on the river Mijap. 
Troitzk, on the river Ui. 


Province of Orenburgh contains four diftriats. 


. Orenburgh, on the Ural, formerly the Yaik. 
. Verkhouralfk, on the Ural. 
. Bufulutzk, on the Samara, near the river Bufuluk. 


Sergieffk, on the river Samara. 


_ XXXVIL—Government of Viatha, 
‘Formerly a province of Cafan coutains thirteen diftriats. 


. Viatka, formerly Khlynof, on the Viatka. 

. Slobodfk, on the Viarka. 

« Katelnich, on the Viatka. 

. Orlof, on the Viatka. 

. Faranfk, ona rivulet falling into the Viatka, 
. Nelinfk, on the Voia, falling into the Viatka. 


Glafof, on a river falling into the Viatka. 


. Urfhum, on the Viatka. 

. Malmych, on the fame river. 

. Tzarevofantchurfk, on the river Kokchaia, falling into the Volga; 
. Sarapul, on the Kama. 

. Felabug, on the fame river. 

. Kai, on the fame rivers 
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XXXVII.— Government of Perm. 


° * . * " 
Formerly a province of Cafan,—contains two provinces. 


> 


, Province of Perm. B. Province of Catharinenburgh. 


Contains eight diftrits. : 
. Perm, on the Kama, where the river Zegochekha falls into it. , 
. Solkamifk, on the fmall river Uffolka, failing into the Kama. 

. ‘Ucherdyn, on the river Kolva, falling into ti.2 Victera. 

. Obvin, on the Kamafk, near the mouth of the Obva. 

Okhanfk, or Akhan{k, on the Kama. 

. Offa, on the left fhore of the Kama, where ic receives the rivulet Ofinks 
« Krafnoufimfk, on the Ufa. 

» Kungur, cn the river Sylva. 
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B. Province of Catharinenburgh, er Echaterinenburgh, 


Formerly included in the government of Tobolfk.—Contains feven diftriats. 
1. Catharinenburgh, on the river Iffet, not far from its origin. 
2. Schadrinfk, on the left fhore of the Iffet. 

3. Dolmatof, on the left thore of the Iflet. 

4. Kamychloffk, on the river Pychma. 

5. Irbitz, on the finall river Irbit, falling into the Nitza. . 
6. Alapaieffk, on the {mall river Alapeikha, falling into the Neiv2. 

7. Verkhoturie, on the Tura. 


XXXIX.—Government of Tobsljh, 


Comprehends the weftern part of Siberia, the conquelt of which country, began by 
Yermac ‘Timofeef in 1579, during the reign of Ivan Vaflilievitch II., was tinally con- 
cluded before the death of Feodor Ivanovitch, in 1598. 

It is divided into the two provinces of Tobolfk and ‘Tomfk. 


Province of Tobolfk contains ten diftricts, 


+ Tobolfk, on the Irtyth, oppofite to the mouth of the Tobol. 
. Tiumen, on the Tura. < 

» Turinfk, on the Tura. 

. Berefof, on the Sofiva, falling into the Ob. 

Surgut, on the Oby. 

. Tara, on the Irtyfh. 

« Yalutorofik, on the Tobol. 

Kurgan, on the river Kurgan. 

. Ichimfk, on the river Ichim. 

. Omik, on the Irtyfh, near the mouth of the Om. 
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Province of Tomfk,—contains fix diftri¢ts. 
x. Tomfk, on the river Tom. 
2. Kainfk, on the river Om. 
3. Narym, onthe Oby, below the mouth of the Ker. 
4. Magafeia, or Turukhanfk, on the Yenifei. 
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5. Yentfelfis, on n the river Yenifel, eos ae 
6, Ay on the river as fling in into the Ob: - ear were 





— Government of Kolya 


Formerly included in a government of Tobolfk —Contains five “difiridas 
1, kolyvan, the new capital of this government, on the Oby, near the mouth of the 
Bawa known before the ification of. — sorray es # the name of 
Berdfhai Oftroz. owes Seas st ig cue te 
Dy Semipa at, on the Irtyth: ; 
3. Biitk, on the river Bi, or Bila, which, by uniting “with the ‘analy forme the 
river Oby, , 
4 Kufnezky opie nee ais yoppofite ta the mouth of the Kondoma,, 
5 Kraflnoiarfk, onthe river Yenitel, ‘whereit receives the Katcha, 


KLI.—-Government of Inhutzhe 


om The ge jeopled government in Ruffia, Boe all the atin part 

a “Siberia, ne ee Ocean to the frontiers of Chinefe ‘Tartary, and from. the 
boundaries of the government of Tobolik to the Ealtern Ocean, This large: territory 
was gradually ee and appropriated by the Ruffians in their defultory excurfions: 
from Toboltk 

“ Itis divided into ‘the four provinces of Irkutzk, Nertthinfk, Yakuthk, and Obotals ” 


Provines of Irkutzk contains four diftridts, 
. Irkutzk, on the Angara, oppofite to the mouth of the river Trkut. a 
4, Rirenfk, on the Lena, above the mouth of the Kirenga. > se 
; Nifhnie-Udinik, on the river Uda, falling into the Upper Tungutka, 
4. -Yerthnel-Vedinik, « on the river Vecla,. falling i into the as 


Province of Nertfhinfk ‘contains four diftrigts, — ote 
ey, Nertfhinik, on the Nertcha, falling into the Schilka, © == bp Saaremaa OR ae 
2. Doroninik, on the Ingodas cay § 
Hs Bargufinik, onthe river Bargufin, falling i into the lake Baikal, 
he saps on the Schilka. 


Province of Yakutfk contains five diftrias. = 

4a. Yakutfk, on the Lena, , ie 
2. Olekminik, onthe Lena, feveral verfts above the mouth of the Olekinas 
, Olentk, 2 town to be erected on the river Olenek, : 
va Schigantle, on the Lena, about eight fouseed verfts fron: ; Yakuzk, 
5 Raster, on the Tndigirka. : : 


‘ “Province of Okotzk tottal aftr 
4, Okotzk, on the mouth of the Okora, falling bay: er 
2. Ichiginik, on the mouth of the river Ichigina, falling into the bay of Penfhina, 
3. Aklanfkk, on the {mall river Aklan, falling A tea ths river Penthina, © cei eee 
he Nifhenie Ramiele, on the river Kamtchatka, “about thirty verits from its ‘ 
mouth, = co 
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‘No. IV. 


SINCE this volume was printed, the Reverend Mr. Smirnove, 
fian legation in. London, has publifhed a Survey of the Ruffian Empire; which enume- 
rates the governments asin 1792, and Jiffersin a few inftances from the geographical 
divifions formed in 1782 and i785, which are given in this volume, 


chaplain to the Ruf. 


The Ruffian empire is divided into 
I. The Northern Region. 
Il. Vhe Middle Region, 
III. ‘The Southern Region, 


I, The Northern Region contains the fol- 23. Kourfk. 
lowing Governments : a4. Orel, 
a. St. ieterfburg. 25: eas a 
2. Archangel, 26. Too a. 
3. Olonetz, ae NTE 
Vybore 28. Viadimir, 
> Rede! Mauer ; . 29. Nizney Novgorod. 
6. Riga ; 30. Kazane, 
. a + 31. Sinbirfk. 
8, Tver: : 32. Penza. 
9. Novogorod, 33. eee 
io. Vologda, : 34. Voronez. 
ai. Yaroflavl. ce aad 
ie Vite The hordes of Kirghis kaifacks, 
14. Pirme. 37. Kolhyvane, 
38, Irkouttk. 


15, Tobolfk. 
HI, The Middle Region contains: 


The Kourilfkie iflands, 
The Aleoutifkie iflands. 


16. Mufcoy. Ill. The Southern Region contains : 
17. Smolentk, ees 

18. Polottk. 39 Kiev. 

19. Moghilev. 40. Ekatherinoflav. ; 

20. Tichernigov Al “Lhe province of Tavrida, 

21. Novgorod Sieverfkol, 42. Habitations of the Don Kozaks. 
22. Kharkov. 43. The government of Caucafus, 


Many of the new territorial acquifitions made by Catharine the Second, were not 


formed into regular governments at her death. 


diftri of Otchakof, thofe 
and 1795, and Courland. 


‘Thefe acquifitions confifted of the 


parts of Poland which were difmembered by Ruflia 1793 


Paul made fome alterations in the | Sibidaiann and particularly changed the name 


of Ekatherinoflay into New Ruffia, 
. a 


rom antipathy to his mother. He likewife made 


feveral - 
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“Teveral changes inj the laws and adminiftration, which have Been’ fince abrogated by the 
prefent Emperor, and the whole‘empire is again modelled according to: the ordinances 
of Catharine, 





No. V.— Anecdotes of Prince Potemkin. 


IT AVAIL myfelf of this new edition, to give fome anecdotes of this extraordinary 
man, who’ governed Ruftia with no lefs defpotic authority than Mentchikof or Biron, 
"Thefe anecdotes T colleéted in the courfe of my travels in Rufila; but withheld them 
from the public during the lives of the Emprefs and Potemkin. 


Grrcory Auexanprovircn Poremxin was defcended from an ancient and 
noble family, featéd in the province of Smolenfko ; at an eatly peri8d be entered into 
the army, and, at the revolution, diftinguifhed hinfelf among the partizans. of the 
Emprefs. He fignalized himfelf under Marihal Romanzof, in his campaign again{t 
the Turks, and was deputed by Count Peter Panin to deliver the keys of Bender to 
the Emprefs, when it capitulated to the Ruffians in. 1770. Before this period, Po- 
temkin affected a violent paflion for the Emprefs, and in the private audience, when he 
prefented the keys, made a declaration of his attachment with fuch warm expreflions 
and wild geflures, as feemed to indicate that love had deranged his intelleGs. Catha- 
rine, at this time fafcinated by Orlof, was not touched by thefe marks of paflion, though 
the overlooked and forgave them; yet they operated to: his advantage, when Potemkin 
was afterwards introduced as a favourite by Alexey Orlof, after-the difmiffion of his 
brother, with a view to counteraét the cabals of Panin and Romanzof. Potemkin 
continued to occupy that poft only fifteen months. He received the ufual order to ab- 
fent himfelf from court; but foon afterwards contrived to regain his political influence, 
though he was compelled to yield to anew favourite. ; 

From that period he maintained an afcendancy over the councils of the Emprefs, 
and at his will introduced and difmiffed the fucceffive favourites. During the favour 
of Count Panin, the power of Potemkin was counterbalanced by his influence, but, on 
his difgrace, rofe fuperior to all controul. : 

: He was perfe@tly acquainted with the temper and difpofition of the Emprefs. In 
his intercourfe, he affecied to indulge a great fpirit of independence, returned only la- 
conic anfwers to pages written with her own hand, and governed her, no Iefs by re- 
monftrating againft her weakneffes, than by adminiftering to her pailions. He gave a 
ftriking proof of this fpirit on the death of Lanfkoi. The Emprefs was fo affected with 
the lofs of this favourite, that fhe funk, like Elizabeth on the death of Effex, into a ftate 
of defpondency. She fhut herfelf up in her apartment, admitted fearcely any one into 
her prefence but-the fifter of Lanfkoi, gnd fed her melancholy. by vifiting the tomb 
which fhe had ere€ted to his memory. Ul bufinefs was fufpended. At this crifis Po- ~ 
temin arrived from the Crimea, and remonftrated againft her weaknefs in fuch freng 
terms, that fhe burft into tears, and complained to Lanfxoi’s fifter of his harfh and un- 
fecling conduét. His importunities, however, finally prevailed; and one evening fhe 
fuddenly quitted Zarfkoe Zelo, and_repaired to the capital,, where her grief gradually 
fubfided. Catharine never forgot Potemkin’s franknefs; the frequently declared: her 
obiigations. to him, who alone ventured to roufe her from her defpondency ; loaded 
him with higher honours, and répofed in him additional confidence. 5 

‘His honours, titles, and employments exceeded in-number and diftinGion thofe ever 
before pofleffed by: a fubje&t: to enumerate them would occupy no lefs than two or 
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thrée pages; I fhall therefore confine myfelf to his principal diftin@ions. He,was dig- 
nified with all the Ruffian orders -of knighthood, and the principal orders of Pruffia, 
Sweden, and Poland. He was field-marthal, commander in chief, and infpector-gene- 
ral of all the Ruffian forces, colonel of the Preobafhinfki guards, and of three regiments 
of cuiraffiers, grenadiers, and dragoons, and prefident of the college of war. He was 
grand admiral of the Euxine and Cafpian, grand hetman of the Coffacs, and governor- 
general of the provinces of Ekxatherineflafand Taurida. He wasalfo created a Prince of 
the German empire. ; 

His revenues were adequate to his dignities. THe received during his time of favour 
large eftates, and 9,000,000 roubies in money; he was lord over forty thoufand pea- 
fants in Polifh Ruffia, and five thoufand in Ruflia; he had a pention of 75,000 roubles, 
and 30,000 for histable. Being confiderably in debt by lofles at play, he took an‘ad- 
vance of his penfion for ten years; but was gratified by the Emprefs with the continuance 
of his falary. ; 

Yet this unparalleled income was not adequate to his unbounded expences. During 
his campaigns, his march was conftantly preceded by an Englifh gardener, and fix hun- 
dred helpers; they formed a garden in our {tyle, in the environs of the fpot where the 
tent of the Prince was pitched, even if he continued only a day. ‘Walks of fand or 
gravel were laid out, and decorated with borders of flowers; trecs and fhrubs of all 
forts and fizes were tranfplanted, and ornamental buildings imitated by temporary 
wooden flructures ; if his {tay was protracted the withered trees were removed, and re~ 
plenifhed with frefh plantations. If the adjacent country produced no wood, fhrubs 
and limbs of fureft trees were conveyed from.a confiderable diftance. He purchafed 
an enormous quantity of diamonds, with which he not oaly ornamented his dre{s, but 
frequently amufed himfelf with arranging them in various figures, and toffing them 
with a childifh fatisfation from one hand to the other. He lavifhed. immenfe {ums on 
his numerous miftrefles, and expended {till more in buildings which he never inhabited, 
or never ufed but for the purpofe of giving magnificent fétes. 

One of thefe galas, which he gave on his return from the conquett of, Crim Tartary, 
in his Taurian palace, is minutely deferibed in a forcign publication, which is copied 
verbatim by the French biographer of Catharine the Second, and literally tranflated in 
the Englith verfion*. ‘Phe defcription of this féte feems to realife the extravagancies of 
an Oriental tale. 

To fupply thefe expences, and gratify his paffion fer amaffing riches, he drew upon 

the treafury for fums to an unlimited amount; and none of his dratts were ever re- 
jected. 
: He died at the clofe of the fuccefsful campaign againft the Turks, and during the 
negociations for peace. He had been fome time flightly indiipofed, and prelaged his 
approaching death. At the congreis of Yatty, he was attacked by an epidemical. dif- 
temper, which he encreafed by every fpecies of exceis and intemperance; in his jour- 
ney from Yafly to Nicolaief, his tever vofe to a crifis, he was feized with a violent cholic, 
alighted from his carriage, and throwing himfelf on the ground, expired in convulfions. 
The Emprefs was at firlt much affeGted with his death ; but foon recovered, and feemed 
pleafed with her emancipation from his influence. 

Potemkin was clumfy in his perfon, but of Herculean fize and ftrength. A defec 
in his eye rendered his countenance lowering and forbidding ; and his firft addrefs was 


* Almanach hiftorique et genealogique de Berlin pour Pannée 1790. Caftera’s Vie de Catharine IL. 
and Tooke’s Life of Catharine I. 
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not only aukward and embarraffed, but even timid and diftant. “In mixed companies 
and with ftrangers, he was filent and referved 3° but with thofe with whom he was inti- 
mate, he was affable, cheerful, and indulged: himfelf in mimicry and farcaftic raillery, 
in which he éxcelled. In routs, balls, and large focieties, he was frequently feen 
ftanding ifolated from the company, abforbed in thought ; the involuntary geftures 
of his body, marked the reftlefsneis of his difpofition, and the agitation of his 
mind, which feemed labouring with vaft projeéts. In fact he was fatiated with plea- 
fures, and miferable becaufe he had no enjoyment left to defire, and every thing to 
apprehend. ; 

Je was not fatisfied with his high honours and exalted ftation; bttt was perpetually 
forming fchemes of diflinQion and aggrandifement. - He was folicitous to obtain the 
order of the gavter, and felt extremely difappointed that his application did not fucceed. 
Through his influence, however, a was negotiated’ between Great Britain and 
Ruflia, by which Minorca was to be ceded to the Emprefs ; and the whole artillery 
and ftores, which were worth near a million lierling, were to be yielded as a gratifi- 
cation to Prince Potemkin. In return, the Emprefs was to fend {everal fhips of the 
line to the aiifance of England. This negotiation was interrupted by the capture of 
Minorca. At one time he afpired, at the inftigation of the court of Verfailles, to be 
Hofpodar of Moldavia and Wallachia; at another, by the fuggeftions of the King 
of Pruffia, to become Duke of Courland; and by the Houle of Auftria, he was per- 
fuaded to afpire to the throne of Poland. All thefe fchemes, rapidly fucceeding each 
other, kept him ina continual ftate of reflefs agitation. 

He was extremely attached to religious ceremonies, particularly to the pomp of 
the Grcek church, and was well verfed in ecclefiaftical matters. Whenever difcon- 
tented with the court, or Vexed with the cabals againft him, he expreffed an intention 
to retire, and affected an inclination to become a monk. : 

"The room in which he received company was next to his bed-chamber, contained a 
bilNard table, and was ufually crowded by perfons of all ranks and nations. I have 
fecn at the fame time the principal minilters and generals, noblemen of the higheft 
diftin@ion, artifts, and mechanics; Englifh, French, Germans, Swedes, Danes, Per- 
fians, Georgians, Turks, Calmucs, and ‘Tartars. Chefs boards and back-gammon 
tables were {cuitcred about the room, and the company engaged in different games, 
as their fancy fuggefted. _ He ufually dined at three, then retired into his bed-chamber, 
to take his afternoon nap, atid when he awcke, made his appearance in this room 
where the company was affembled, fometimes full dreffed, at other times in his robe 
de chambre, and flippers, and occafionally even without ftockings. He amufed him- 
{elf by overlooking thofe who were playing, or in talking with the company, principally 
with foreigners or artifts. 

He treated the Ruffian nobles with great haughtinefs ; but was attentive and even 
affable to foreigners, when his firlt referve was worn of. In his own houfehold he 
was kind to his fervants, and would not fuffer them to be b aceording to the 
cuftom of the country, though he was aware that he was the w 
treatment. 

He was fingularly voracious, as well as capricious in his appetite. Befides his ufual 
“meals, in which -he devoured indifcriminately the moft common as well as the molt 
coftly cifhes, he was continually eating {mall patés and bifcuits, of which he had a con- 
ftant fupply placed even at-his bed-fide. 

Dining one day at Baron Sutherland’s, court banker, and a member of the Englifh 
fa€tory, he was fo much pleafed with a round of beef, that he defired the remainder, 
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with the pewter difh, and carving: knife and fork, might be fent to his apartments in 
the palace. It was regularly ferved at his table, arid placed on a fide-board in the anti. . 
chamber, until it was eaten. _ The Prince applied to it-hiinfelf feveral times in the courfe 
cf the day, and preffed thofe who vifited him to partake of the Englith fare. 

He was by nature and habit extremely indolent, and often neglected the moft im. 
portant bufinefs ; ‘but when roufed to exertion, his a€tivity was as remarkable as his 
fupinenefs. He fometimes ftarted from his luxurious life at Peterfburgh,. and, with 
fcarcely a moment’s notice, travelled like a courier, night and day, in a common | 
kibitka; in thefe journies he adopted the food of the Ruffian peafants, particularly the 
black bread, garlic, and falted cucumbers, until he reached the place of his deftination, 
when he re-affumed his cuftomary mode.of living, 

He was fond of wild and expenfive fchemes, and was always furrounded with pro- 
jeCtors, who continually duped and deceived him, 

A proof of his fingular and whimfical difpofition in the conduét of the moft important 
affairs, was communicated by a perfon prefent at the following fcene. Sitting after 
dinner at Karakrim, or Old Crim, in company with feveral gentlemen, both Ruffians 
and Englifh, Potemkin faid, ‘ let us ballot for the capital of Crim Tartary.”. Taking 
up a rofe, he laid a leaf in one place, and a fecond in another, exclaiming “ let this 
be for Achmetfchit, and that for Batcheferai; let every one put a leaf near that to 
which he gives the preference, without alleging a reafon.”? All did fo, and the Prince, 
counting the leaves, found the majority for Achmetfchit, and he faid, “ let Achinet- 
{chit be the capital,’’ and it became the capital. _ : a: : ; 

He warmly encouraged.commerce and mianufaCtutes, was the great patron of learn. 
ing, and particularly promoted Greek literature. He pofleffed a quick comprehenfion, 
and furprifing memory ; his knowledge of books was general, though fuperficial ; his 
reading was principally confined to the French belles lettres, and tranflations of the 
claffics, particularly Plutarch, and to Ruffian authors on religious ceremonies ; but the 
information which he drew from perfons of eminence in every profeffion was prodi- 

ious. 
: A well-drawn charatter of this extraordinary man, by M. de Segua, French ambaf. 
fador at Peterfburgh, is given in Caftera’s Vie de Catherine H. 1ft edition, and in 
Tooke’s tranflation, vol, in. p. 326. ; . 
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Cxapv. XIL—Account of Peter Il.—Appointed Great-Duke by Elizabeth. Efpoufes the 
Princefs of Anhalt Zerb/t.—Difcontented.—Refides at Oranienbaum.—Conftrudts a 
Lortrefs.—Difciplines the Garrifon.— Intrigues ta exclude him from the Sutcoffion —De- 
feated.— Desih of Elizabeth.—Acceffion of Peter — His Rage for Reformation. —Irritates 

_ the Clergy, Army, and Nobles. . Enthufiaftie Admiration of tne King of Pruffia.— Incon- 

Sifent Behaviour to his Confort Catherine. —Her great Abilities, prudent Condud, end 
Popularity.—In Danger of being arrefted.—Heads a Party.— Meetings of the lnfur- 
gents. —Infatuation of Peter.—Catherine efeapes from Peterhof. —Harangues the Guards. 
~—Ajcends the Throne.—Her Manifefto.— Advances againi the Emperor. —His Arrival 
at Peterbof.—Defpondency and Irrefolution.—Sails io Cronftadt.—Is refufed Admit 
tance.—Retires to Oranienbaum.—Refigns himfeif inte the Hands of the Emprefi.—Signs 
his Abdication, is conveyed a Prifoner to Robfeha, and dies. —His Body laid in State and 
interr «dm Lenity of the Emprefs to his Adberents. 








THE revolution of i741 placed Elizabeth, daughter of Pcter the Great, on the 
the throne of Ruffia. In the following year the Emprefs nominated Charles Peter 
Ulric, fon of Charles Frederic Duke of Holitein Gottorp, by Anne, her fifler, fuc- 
ceffor to the crown, Having embraced the Greek. religion, he was appointed Great- 
Duke of Ruffia, with the accultomed formalities, and affumed the name of Peter 
Feodorovitch, In 1745 he efpoufed Sophia Augufta, daughter of Chriftian Auguftus, 
Prince of Anhalt Zerbit, who, being re-baptized according the rites of the Greek 
church, was called Catharine Alexiefna. She was born* in 1729, and was fixteen 
years cf age at the time of her marriage.’ Their only iffue were the Great-Duke Paul, 
born 17543 and Anne, who was born in 1757, and died in 176+, 

- During the firlt years of their marriage the moft perfeét union fubfifted between them, 
which was at length fucceeded by mutual averficn and difguft. Peter, whofe mind 
was warped by a bad education, and who was purpofely eftranged from political affairs, 
was held by Elizabeth in a flate of dependance: a prey to idlenefs, and without the 
power of amufing himfelf with rational occupations of literature, he devoted himfelf to 
the moft trifling purfuits, or ‘to the loweft gratifications. He was perpetually befet 
with {pies, who made unfavouyable reports of his conduct to the Empreis, ever fulpi- 
cious of his intentions, and conftantly alarmed with the dread of a revolution fimilar to 
that which had placed her upon.the throne t. t Peterfburgh he had apartments in 
the imperial palace, and lived more in the flyle of a ftate prifoner, than of a fucceffor 
*o the crown. When the Emprefs removed to Peterhof, he refided at his favourite 
palace of Oranienbaum; where he amufed himfelf in training his fervants to military 
exercifes, The Eusprefs, confidering this employment as likely to craw his attention 


* Catharine was born at Stettin, where her father, who was in the Pruffian fervice, retided as governor, 
and was educated With great attention under the care of her mother, who was daughter of Chriftian 
A\ugufas, Prince Bifhop of Lubcck. A jady who knew her before her marr jage, detciibed her to me 
as-extremely beautiful, accomplifhed, and amiable, and added, that fhe exprefied great reptznance to go 
into Ruffia: fhe even burit into tears, anf declared that fhe would rather marry a Count in Germany than 
the Great Duke. F 

+ The horrors of mind which Elizabeth fuffered from apprehentions of this kind are fearecly to he cre~ 
diced. Had 1 not received the following anecdote from the beft authprity 1 fhould not infert it. Befides 
conitant wathes and guards about her apartment, a perfon, who was origmally a taylor, and ia whom fhe 


repofed the moft perfe& confidence, ufually remained at the foot of her bed while fhe was afleep. He occu- 
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- from-political intrigues, ordered: a.co¥pé. 
ments, and to be quartered at Oranfenbaum uader his command. 

Peter, ardent in purfuit ‘of his new occupation, formed jn-the garden a fortrefs in 
miniature, a few feet {quare, from which he ftudied. praétical fortification. -Pleafed 
with this firt effay, he caufed a larger and more regular fortréfs ta be conftruted near 
(he palace: within was a brick building, called the governor’s houfe, wooden habita- 
tations for the principal officers, and barracks capable of containing fifteen hundred 
fldiers. Every thing were a martial appearance *: the hours of morning and everi- 
ing parade were marked by the firing of cani r guard was ftationed, the 
troops were drefled in the German uniform, and ¢ under his direGion, the Pruf. 
fian exercife. his hioufe in the fortrefs was the principal {cene of his conviviel enter- 
tainments; there, when not employed in exercifing his troops, or iffuing n "y Ole 
ders, hé pafled his time in drinking and {moking with the oFicers, aud generally pulked 

ures of the table to an excels of intoxication. 

npatient of confiraini, he occafionally broke into open and bitter invedtives againtt 
he often declared thit he was called into Ruiflia to be confined like a fate 

+, frequently expreffed a defire to return into Holftein, and founded: his only. 

f comfort on the death of Elizabeth.” Thcfe expreffions, always carried to the 
Emprefs, and either wantonly exaggerated, oy malignantly interpreted, made fuch an 
impreflion on that Princefs, that the was nearly induced, by the Chancellor Betuchef, 

to exchade him from the fuccefion, and declare Paul her heir, and Catharine regent, 

in cafe of a minority. Belluchef reprefonted to, the Emprefe, that Peter had proved 
hinvfelf unworthy of the crown, by openly expreffing contempt for the Ruflians, and 
placing his whole confidence in foreigners; that he was guilty of the bafelt ingwatitude , 
to her, and that fhe would confer a Gigaal fervice on her fubjeéts, by excluding a perfon 
fo difqualified for directing the reins of empire. Elizabeth, won by thefe.argumentsy 
and alarmed with the apprehenfions of a confpiracy faid to be forming again{t her per- 
fon, almoft confented to the propofal; but, on deliberate refleGjion, perfevered in her 
former appointment of Peter, and Beftuchef + was difgraced, Such was the fituation 

of the court, when Ektzabeth died on the 25th of December 1761. = 
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Peter 
* It is fingular to obferve the conformity in the manners, figure, and purfuits of the Empcrorvand his 
fon Paul. The lively portrait which Rulhiere drew of Peter, eaually refembled Paul, «© Une forte de 
manie militsive fe repandait fur toute fa vie; fa figure naturellement ridicule, le devenait beaucoup plus 
fous wn iMement oi if outré la manigre Profienne. Les guétres qu'il portait toujours etofent & 
ferrées qu'etles Ini otaient le mouvement des genongz, et Pobligeaient 4 s’alleoir et @ marcher tout d’une 
piece, Un valle chapean bizarrement retrouflé, couvrant un petit vifage laid et malin, dine phyfognomie 
aller vive; il fe plaifaix a fe defigurer encore par de perpetuelles grimaces, dont il etait fait un amufement. 
Son efprit wetzit cependant fans quelque vivacité, et on reconnaifat en lui un talent affez marqué pour le 
pouffoncerie.? Rulkiere Anecdotes fur la Revolution de Ruffle, p. 18, 19- 
Of all the principal nobles : {graced by Elizabeth, Deftuchef alone was not recalled to eegirt by Peter; 
a flrong proof of bis intrigues again that Prince, whe, wit! ail'his weaknefe, wasof a temper exceedingly 
humane and forgiving, He was recalled at the acceffion of Catharine 
lt appears from:fome of Mr. Keith’s difpatches to Lord Holderdeffe, that Beftuchef was difgraced by 
the intrigues o° the French party, aud that he was fufpeded of caballing in favour of the Great. Duchefs, 
“Ewo extras from thefe difpatches will ferve to fhew her melancholy fituation, and the prevalence of thefe 
fulp cions 
# Phe poor Grand-Duchefs is fill in diftrefs; but it is thought a reconciliation, an apparent one at 
leait, will foon be brought about between the Emprefs and her ;‘and as a forerunner of it, Count Peter 
. Schawallow affured her the other day, from Her Majefty, rhat nothing fevere fhould happen te any of 
the pifoncrs. I believe this is true, az Lknow, by another.channel, that the Emprefs does not-intend to 
t» ibe Chancellor’s cflate, and it iseven faid, that Her Majelty is uneafy about what has already 
ned to kim. ae nethineg of confequence has yet appeared againit him. 
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Peter affumed the reins of government with all the joy of a perfon enlarged from a 
long confinement ; he réleafed the principal ftate prifoners, particularly Biron, Duke of 
Courland, Marfhal Munich *, and Leftoft; and in all {tate affairs conducted himfelf 
on political principles diametrically oppofite to thofe of the late Emprefs. 

Elizabeth, at the time of her deceafe, was, in conjunction with the courts of Vienna 
and Paris, engaged in a war with the King of Pruflia, which promifed a fpcedy and 
glorious termination. ‘The refources of Frederick were nearly exhaulled 5 and, not- 
withftanding his vigorous and fuccefsful oppofition, he fecmed on the point of being 
overwhelmed by the number and perfeverance of his enemies. But Peter no fooner 
afcended the throne, than, facrificing every other confideration to his extravagant 
enthufiafm for the character of the Pruffian monarch, he difpatched an envoy to Berlin, 
to propofe an immediate reconciliation, to which Frederic acceded, and a fulpenfion of 
hoftilities was foon concluded. Peter recalled his troops from the Auftrian army, and 
ina fhort interval fent a reinforcement of twenty thoufand men to his favourite horo, 
‘Thus, within the fpace only of a few months, Ruffian forces joined the Pruffian army, 
in order to drive from Silefia thofe very Auftrians who had becn brought into that 
province by the Ruffian arms. 

Having gratified his inclination without confulting his allies, or the honour of his 
empire, he aimed at recovering his paternal inheritance, the duchy of Slefvick ; and did 
not hefitate to involve his fubjeéts in an expenfive war with Denmark, on account of 
claims confidered by many as ill-founded and chimerical. Peter, as Duke of Ilolftein, 
formed pretenfions to that duchy, although ceded by a treaty in 1732: and atthe con- 
cluijon of the peace with the King of Pruffia, ordered an army to march into Holllein, 
which he purpofed to command in perfon. 

With refpect to the interior adminiftration of affairs, the Emperor turned his atten. 

‘ 
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“ Count Poniatowski is invelved in the late*intrigues, and it is th 
court. Peteifburgh, Mareh 1¢/39, 1753. 
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“« Asto the Great-Duchefs, fhe has been all alorg in great diltrefs 
with the Grand.Duke, fhe received the other d very fenfible morti n; one of her favourite bed+ 
chamber women having been taken from her, and pet.under arreit. This, as l hear, oceafioned an ine 
terview between the Emprefs and the Duchefs about four days ago, in which, after fome fharp reproafs 
on one fide, and warm expoftulations on the other, Her Imperial Highnefs full at the Emprefs’s feet, and 
told her that fince fhe had heen fo unfortunate as to incur Her M: ijcity’s difpleafure, though innocently, 
and bad thereby drawn upon hevfelf fo many, and fuch fenfible mortifications, as, joined to family quar- 
reisy made her life a burthen to her, the had but one favour to afk her, namely, that Her Majeily would 
allow her to retire out of RuMfia, and to pals the reik of her time with her another, afluring the Kumprefs, 
at the fame time, that if Her Majefty thould think it for the intereit of her en e, that the Great-Duke 
fhould take another wife, neither fhe nor any of her finiily would make the {mallet objection to it. The 
Emprefs, they fay was greatly affected with this difconrie, and talked with mach more foftnefs than be- 
fore to the Grand-Duchefs, entering into feveral particulars with a ter air of kindnefs than fhe had 
done for a long while paft: and when in the converfation Her Imperial Highnefs was beginning to touch 
upon fome things relating to the Grand-Duie’s unkindnefe, (who was prefent all the while) the Iemprefs 
made her a fign to hold her tongue, and in a low voice told her, that fhe mutt have another canverfation 
with Her alone, and that it fhould be very foon, It was thought Wednefday laft was the day appointed 
for it, as Her Majetty, whofe heart is at bottom both good and tender, was to take the facrament the 
next day. It is hoped a reconciliation may have been the confequence of that meeting; and certainly the 
generality of people wilh it very fincerely, the Great-Duchefs having many friends among thofe of the firit 
rank, : St. Peterfourgh, April 7/28, 1758. Sceret.” 

* For an account of Biron, fee book v. ¢. ix. and of Marfhal Munich the next chapter. 

+ Leftof was a furgeon ; by birth a German: he was'a partifan of Elizabeth, and affited her in plan- 
ning the revolution of 1742. But that ungrateful Princefs forgot this favour; and, becaufe Leflof be- 
came haughty and impertinent, banithed and detained him in prifon until fhe died, 
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tion to reform his kingdom ; and enyy-muft-allow, that, notwithftanding his precipi. 
tancy aud imprudence, Ruffia dates feveral ufeful?alterations from his fhort reign. 
Peter annulled the fecret council or inquifition* of ftate ; abolifhed Many oppreffive 
prerogatives, formed a plan for corre¢ting the abufes in the- courts of Judicature, and 
for introducing a lefs corrupt fyftem of jurifprudence. He freed the nobles from their 
obligation of ferving in the army, and permitted them to travel into foreign countries, 
which before depended on the arbitrary will of the fovereign. 

During the firft fix weeks of nis reign, Peter propofed fo many beneficial regulations, 
and made fo many judicious refluctions, that thofe who had formed a mean idea of his 
capacity, conceived themfelves miftaken ; and imagined, that, during the reign of 
Elizabeth, he had, from motives of policy, affected a deficiency of underftanding. His 
fubfequent conduét, however, fully proved that he was flill the fame weak and impru- 
dent prince ; that be could only adopt the fchemes fuggefted by others, but did not 
poffefs abilities fufficient to carry them into execution; that he had all the rage of 
reformation, without the judgment neceffary for a rcformer. ‘Lhefe falutary regula. 
tions were accompanied with others that were trifing, fome that were detrimental, 
aad feveral which, although in themfelves ufeful, yet being contrary to the cultoms and 
genius of bis people, were imprudently propofed in the commencement of his reign: 

Ue irritated the clergy by fecularizing the eftates of the monatteries, and afligning 
penfions far inferior in value to incomes of the ecclefialtics before this alteration ; by 
iirbidding the admiflion of novices into convents before the age of thirty, and by ore 

dering many painted images of faints to be removed from the churches. He banithed 
the Archbilhop of Novogorod, for refufing to confent to thefe ordinances ; but finding 
this aét of arbitrary power attended with general difcontent, he was obliged to recall 
him. Being himfeif educated in the Lutheran church, he had embraced the Greek 
religion with a view of fucceeding to the throne; but he was no fooner in poffeffion, 
than he imprudently difplayed his contempt of many rites and ceremonies, regarded 
by his fubje€ts with profound reverence. He built a Lutheran chapel in the fortrefs 
of Oranienbaum, was prefent at the dedication, and diftributed with his own hand 
books of hymns to the German foldicrs. This circumf{tauce might have paffed un- 
noticed, had he not been abfent.at the confecration of a Ruffian church in the fame 
lace. 

. He offended the army by his preference of the Holftein troops, by introducing the 
Pruffian difcipline, and appointing new uniforms to feveral regiments. He particu- 
larly gave umbrage to the guards, accuftomed to refide in the capital, by ordering 
two regiments to march into Pomerania, where the army againft Denmark was 
ailembled, 

He aflronted the nobility by appointing his uncle Prince George of Holftein gene. 
raliflimo of the forces, and by the fuperior confidence which he placed in foreigners. 
He inflamed the general odium by the public contempt he expreffed for the Ruffian 
nation, for their religion and manners. He raifed great difcontents, as well by en- 
gaging in the war with Denmark, a war which feemed totally unconnected with the 
intereits of the empire, as by his boundlefs admiration of the Great Frederick, with 






* This fate inquifition was invented by Alexty Michaclovitch it confifted of a fecret committee of 
confidential perfous, appointed to judge crimiuals fulpeSed of high treafow. Perfons of all sanks and 
fexes were liable to be arrelted upon the flighteit fufpicions, and tortyred in the mott dreadful manner. 
There was a catch-word—Slovo i delo, “ Werds and deeds 5” which, if any one only pronounced 
again another, was fufficient caule for his being imme diately apprehended, and fent -to the fecret com- 
miitee, 
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whom Ruffia had been {0 lately and fo long ina tate of hoftility. _ During the life 
of Elizabeth, he expreffed his concern to one of the foreign minifters, that the Emprefs 
had invited him to Ruffia: “ If,’ added he, ‘I had remained Duke‘of Holftein, I 
fhould now have commanded a regiment in the Pruffian fervice, and have the honour 
of ferving perfonally fo great a monarch; an honour which 1 efteem far fuperior to 
that of being Great-Duke.’”’ After his acceffion, he ufed publicly to call him ma/fer. 
‘Valking with one of his favourites upon this topic, he faid, * You kuow 1 have been 
a faithiul fervant to my mafer; for you remember that I tranfmitted to him intelligence 
of all the fecrets of the cabinet.” And as the perfon, to whom difeourfe was ad- 
drefled, hefitated making a reply ; “ What are you afraid of ?? returned the Emperor, 
“ the old woman is not now alive, and cannot fend you into Siberia.’ We» generally 
wore a Pruffian uniform; exprefled the utmoft fatisfaction at the forma * bolag 
appointed an officer in the King’s fervice ; aud when he fent his minifter to Berlin 
negotiate a mutual alliance, gave him fecret inftructious to be careful that no perfon 
thould be promoted above him in the Pruffian army. On receiving the patent which 
conferred upon him the rank of lieutenant-general in that fervice, he drefled himfelf in 
his new uniform, ordered a general difcharge of the cannon in the fortrels of Oranien- 
baum, gave a magnificent entertainment in honour of his promotion, and drank his 
mafter’s health until he became quite intoxicated *. 

During his fhort reign he maintained a conftant correfpondence with the King of 
Pruffia, and.always received from. him. the moft falutary advice. ‘That able monarch 
earneftly diffuaded him from the Danifh war ; but finding him abftinately determined, 
advifed him to be firlt crowned at Mofcowwith the ufual fulemnities, and, when hemarch- 
ed to Holftein, to carry in his train all the foreign miniflers, and fuch of the Rufian nobles 
as were fufpected of difaffe€tion. Frederick alfo cautioned hiin againf alienating the 
Jands of the monafteries, and interfering with the drefs of the clergy, and particularly 
recommended a duc attention to his confort. Indeed, the King, whofe penetration is 
equal to his valour, forefaw the confequences which were likely to rofult frown the 
Emperor’s imprudent condué, and ordered his amibaffador at Peterfbargh to fhow 
every mark of refpeét to the Emprefs. 

Tiad the advice of the King of Pruifia been adopted, Peter might have avoided his 
unhappy deftiny ; but it was the character of that mifuided Prince to purfue with un- 
remitted obftinacy what he had once refolved. Thougi his plans of reformation were, 
in many refpects, highly falutary ; yet the precipitancy with which he endeavoured to 
carry them into execution, and his impolitic defiance of popular prejudices, dettroyed 
the affection of his fubjeds, fomented the intrigues of the oppofite party, and terminated 
in his dethronement. : 

In no light. did the inconfifteacy of his character manifeft itfelf more ftrongly, than 
in his behaviour to his confort. During the reign of Elizabeth, Catharine employed 
her hours of Icifure in a courfe of affiduous ftudy, and particularly applied herfelf to 
thofe authors who were moft eminent for political knowledge: born with fuperior 
abilities, fhe improved them by a conftant habit of reflection, and paid an unremitting 
attention to the cultivation of her mind. Her mild and infinuating manners, her 
engaging addrefs, the graces of her perfon, her unwearied affiduitics, and a perpetual 

. 


* Lord Buchinghamfhire, in a private letter to Lord Hardwicke, thus accounts for the predilection of 
Peter in favour of the King of Proffia: ‘ Peter Il. was, ja his youth, at the court of Pruta, and heing 
greatly fuck with the military difcipline, the impreffion it made on him was fo trong, that he thought 
avy deviation from it inexcufable, and-a little before his misfortanes, he remonitrated in a leiter to His 
Majelty, againft fome alterations he had lately made in the uniform,” 
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fond of interefting converfation, conciliated the favour of the fufpicious Elizabeth, who 
treated her with complacency and affe€tion. Even her hufband, though his general 
behaviour to her was contemptuous and unmapnerly, occafionally teltified great refpect 
for her fuperior abilities, and ufually demanded her advice in every important emer. 
gency. Whenever any mifunderftanding arofe between him and Elizabeth, Catharine 
was employed as mediatrix; and Peter not unfrequently owed a favourable reception 
at court to her influence. After his acceflion, though he gave public marks of deep- 
rooted averfion, yet he would often behave to her with deference. By an unac- 
countable act of imprudence, he, in a full court, invelted her witi the exterior deco- 
rations of fovereignty ; while, in the character of Colonel, he prefented to her the 
officers of his reginient. At the blefling of the waters, when the Ruffian monarch 
appears in all the pomp of majelty, the ceremony was Jeft to the Empre!s, and he 
mounted guard as Colonel, and faluted her with his pike. Under all thele circum. 
ftances, the dignity of her deportment was fo ftriking, that it was impoffible not to 
contralt her behaviour with the trifling levity of her baiband’s conduét; and to give 
the preference where it was fo evidently due. Thus this infatuated Prince, at the 
very time he was fully determincd to divorce and imprifon his wife, impradently dif. 
played to his fubjeéts her capacity for empire; and, while he proclaimed her forfeiture 
of His own efteem, adopted every.method to fecure to her that of the whole nation, 
Meanwhile the breach was continually widened: he occafionally behaved to her with 
the moft brutal coutumely ; and-once, in particular, at an entertainment he gave in 
honour of the King of ‘Prufiia, he publicly affronted her to fach a degree, that fhe 
burft into tears, and retired from table. ' Thus his infults, no lefs than his deference, 
equally attracted odium to himfelf, and popularity to Catharine. 

Tt is alfo a well-known faét, that he*more than once avowed an intention of arrefting 
both her and, the Great-Duke, whom he propofed to exclude from the fucceffion, and 
of marrying Elizabeth Countefs of Voronzof, his favourite miftrefs Information of 
this alarming meufure was immediately conveyed to Catharine, throvgh the inprudence 
of the Countefs, By the fame, or other means, as well as by the indiferetion of Peter 
himfelf, the Emprefs obtained early intelligence of every refolution formed againit her 
perfon. She was thus enabled to feize the decifive moment of enterprize, and fecure © 
her fafety by preventing the defigns of her hufband, 

Indeed her danger became every day more and more imminent. and the moment of 
ber arreft {eemed at hand. A brick houfe, confifting of eleven rooms, had, ‘by the 
¥Emperor’s order, been conftruécted in the fortrefs of Schluflelburgh *, for a perfon of 
very confiderable confequence, and with fuch expedition as to“be almoft Gnifhed within 
fix wecks. Peter went himfelf to Schluflelburgh with a view to éxamine it; and no 
great depth of penctration was requifite to perceive that it was built for the Emprefs. 
in this important crifis a meeting of her party was held at Peterfburgh. ‘Vhis party 
was extremely fmall, and, excepting the Princefs Dathkof, and her particular adhe- 
rents, confifted only of a few among the principal nobility. The moft confpicuous of 
thefe were Prince Volkonfki, Count Panin, Governor of the Great-Duke, and Count 
Razamofski, Hetman of the Ukraine. In the firft confultations for dethroning Peter, 
it was propofed, according to the plan of Chancellor Beftuchef, to declare the Great- 
Duke Emperor, and Catharine regent during his minority ; ad this would have been 
the meafure naturally followed in any country, wherein the order of fucceffion was 
more fixed than in Ruffia. Only a few days before the revolution, the inconvenience 


















* See the defcription, of this building in book iv. chap. 7. 
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attending a minority, joined to the popularity and abilities of the Eitiprefs, Induced her’ 
party to adopt the refolution of ‘placing her upon the throne. At thefe meetings va- 
rious plans of an infurrection were propoted 3, but it was at length unanimoufly agreed 
to delay their attempt until Peter’s departuré for Holftein. . 

Although only a few perfons were engaged in this momentous enterprife ; yet the 
defigns of the party could not be concealed from the friends of the Emperor, who 
earneftly intreated him to inveftigate the foundation of the report. But Peter, who 
had committed the care of the Empref’s perfon to thofe in whom he placed the 
higheft confidence, could never be prevailed upon to give the flirhteft credit to the 
rumour; and indeed he was fo convinced of its falfehuod, that any fugeeitions on 
that head always offended him. One of his confidents prefented him a memorial in 
writing, in which the names of feveral con{pirators were mentioned, « What, always 
the old ftory !” faid the Emperor; “ here, take back your paper, and do not trouble 
me any more with fuch idle tales.” His uncle, Prince George of Holftein, was fre- 
quently heard to fay, that he was tired of tendering remonftrances, and that the Em- 
pers v infenfible to the danger of his firuation. On the very mornioag of the 
reve out two o'clock, an officer, who had a great fhare int Peter's confidence, 
arrived at Ovonienbaum, and demanded to {peak with him on an affair of the greatett 
importance. Being, utter fome difficulty, admitted, he acquainted the Emperor with 
feveral circumftances, which feemed to indicate a confpiracy on the point of breaking 
out: but the infatuated Prince, far from paying the leaft attention. to the intelligence, 
ordered the officer under immediate arreft, for prefuming to difturb him at fo late an. 
hour, And yet at this very hour his dethronement was determined, which event was 
accelerated by a circumftance perfectly unconneéted with the intentions of the oppofite 
party. ; 

: The arreft of one pf the Emprefs’s adherents, a lieutenant jn the'guards, whofe name 
was Paffec, greatly alarmed her friends, as they concluded that’ the Emperor had pene- 
trated their defign ; and although they foon diicovered that it had been occafioned by 
fome irregularity pf which he had been guilty as an officer; yet their confternation 
haftened the execution of the enterprize. Every moment was big with danger ; and’ - 
a difcovery feemed inevitable if the infurre@ion was delayed until the Emperor’s depar- 
ture for Holftein. 

The Emprefs, however, who continued at Peterhof, fhuddered at the advice to pre+ 
cipitate the hour of aétion : her refolution at this awful crifis, when immediate decifion 
was neceflary, feemed for a moment to fail, and the hefitated to affent 3 but her party at 
Peterfburgh, convinced that the leat delay would prove fatal, difpatched, on the eveh- 
ing of the 27th of June, an empty carriage to Peterhof, the appointed fignal for her 
approach to the capital, Catharine, whofe greatnefs of mind foon returned to fupport 
her in this dreadful ftate of fufpenfe, inftantly efcaped from her apartment ; and, at 
three o’clock in the morning, having traverfed the garden to the place where the car+ 
riage * was waiting for her, was conveyed with all fpeed to Petertburgh. It was pre: 
concerted that Count Panin fhould attend to the fafety of the Great-Duke’s ‘perfon; 
that Gregory Orlof fhould remain in the capital to win over fome of the guards; and 
that Count Razomofski fhould prepare his regiment for the reception of the Emprefs. 










* This carriage was conducted by one of the Emprefs’s moft confidential adherents, I believe by Count 
Alexey Orlof ; but as | found it impra@icablé pofitively to afcertain the-perfon, I was uawilling to ad- 
vance any fact, of which I was not as perfectly convinced as the intricate nature of thefe affairs would ad- 
mit. I have reafon to hglieve that he was affitted by Prince Baratinfki, who remained with the carriage, 
while he repaired to the Emprefs’s apartment. 5 

. ; 
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In confequence of this determination, Catharine repaired to the quarters of the Ifmat-- 
lofski guards. The hour was fo early that Razomofski, the Colonel, was not yet ar- 
rived, a circumftance fufficient to have difconcerted a perfon of lefs fpirit; but the 
Emprels, having difpatched a meffenger to him, fummoned the officers and fol- 
diers. A few who had been apprized by Orlof were ready; while the greater part, 
being roufed unexpectedly from their flumber, made their appearance fearcely half 
dreffed. 

‘lhe Emprefs laid before them the bad conduct of the Emperor, his avowed contempt 
of the Ruffians, his averfion to their cuftoms, and his attachment to foreigners. She 
expofed the dangers which awaited herfelf, her fon, and the principal nobility; fhe 
expatiated upon the probable fubverfion of their religion and government, and exhorted 
all thofe to follow her, who were defirous of faving their country, and refcuing her and 
the Great Duke from defruGion. Her fpeech, occafionally interrupted with fighs 
and tears, was fhort and pathetic, and, further enforced by the graces of her perfon, 
made an inftantaneous impreffion. ‘The greater part of the foldiers anfwered her 
with loud aeclamations ; a few officers, indeed, at firft feemed to hefitate; but the ar- 
rival of Razomofski quicted their apprehenfions, and the whole regiment offered to 
facrifice their Ives in her caufe. Catharine then procceded to the church of the 
Virgin Mary of Cafan, and was joined by other bodies of guards, and by many of the 
principal nobility. Service being performed by the Archbifhop of Novogorod, the 
Emprefs took the aceuiomed cath, x which the nobles and people flocked in 
crowds to fwear allegiance to the new fovereign. At the conclufion of this ceremony 
fhe repaired to the fenate, the members of which body acknowledged her fole Emprefs. 
A report, induftrioufly circulated, that Peter was killed by a fall from his horfe, proved 
favourable to the fuccefs of the revolution. he fuite of the Emprefs continually aug 
mented. Two regiments of guards, who had fearcely quitted Peterfburgh to join the 
army in Pomerania, were immediately recalled, and repaired without delay to the ftand- 
ard of the Emprefs. 

Even in thofe governments where the pretorian bands, ftatjoned in. the capital, depofe 
fovereigns, or raife them to the throne, fome plaufible pretence mult be urged to ren- 
der arevolution popular, and engage the general voice to ratify the deed of the foldiery. 
When Elizabeth feized the reins of empire, the attachment of the nation to the memor: 
of her father induced the public to applaud that tranfaction ; and in this inftance Peter 
had, by fome parts of his conduét, rendered himfelf fo odious, and, by others, fo con- 
temptible to his fubjects, that the firft account of his dethronement, and of Catharine’s 
acceffion, announced in the manifefto, was received witR univerfal joy. 

“* Catharine H. by the grace‘of God Emprefs and Autocratix of Allthe Ruffias, to 
all our faithful fubjects, &c. 

« All the true fons of Ruffia have clearly feen the danger which threatened the 
whole Ruffian empire. Firft, the foundation of our orthodox Greek religion has been 
fhaken, and its tradition expofed to total ruin, fo that it was to be feared that the faith, 
which has been efablifhed in Ruffia from the earlief times, would be entirely changed, 
and a foreign religion introduced. In the fecond place, the glory which Ruflia had 
acquired at the expence of fo much blood, and which was carried to the greateft height 
by her victorious arms, has been trampled under foot by the peace lately concluded 
with its greateft enemy. And, laftly, the domeftic regulations, which are the bafis of 
the country’s welfare, have been totally overturned. . 

“ For thefe caufes, overcome by the imminent dangers with which our faithful 


fubjeéts were threatened, and fecing how fincere and exprefs their defires were on this 
P | Pere | 
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‘head, we, putting our truft in the Almighty and his divine juftice, have afcended the 
Imperial throne of All the Ruffias, and have received a folemn oath of fidelity from 


all our faithful fubjedts. “ Peterfburgh, June 28, O. S. 1762.” 


All the adherents of the Emperor were arrefted; among the reft Prince George 
of Holftein, who came to Peterfburgh on. the 26th, under pretence of making prepa- 
rations for the Emperor’s departure; but, in reality, to watch the oppofite party. 
Not the leaft oppofition was made from any quarter to the proceedings of the Emprefs ; 
and, notwith{tanding the ftreets of Peterfburgh were filled with foldiers, who are ge- 
nerally tumultuous and ungovernable in fuch dreadful periods; yet the greateft order 
and difcipline were preferved, and no injury was offered to any individuals*. 

At fix in the evening the Emprefs, habited like a man, in the uniform of the guards, 
with a branch of oak in her hat, a drawn {word in her hand, and mounted upon a grey 
{teed, marched towards Peterhof, accompanied by the Princefs Dafhkof, the Hetman 
Razomofski, the Orlofs, and her principal adherents, at the head of ten thoufand 
troops. : 

aioe eight miles from the capital, Catharine entered a public-houfe called Krafnoi- 
Cabak t, and employed herfelf for fome time in tearing and burning a large quantity 
of papers. She then flung herfelf in her clothes upon an ordinary. bed, flept about an 
hour and a half, was on horfeback by break of day {, and proceeded about four miles 
to the convent of St. Sergius at Strelna, into which fhe retired while the troops en- 
camped around. At eight General I{mailof arrived at Strelna with a meffage from the 
Emperor, whofe fituation was now become truly critical. 

While the revolution was carrying on at Peterfburgh, Peter remained at Oranien- 
baum in thoughtlefs fecurity. He paffed the evening which preceded the revolution in 
the fortrefs, in company with a few chofen friends, with whom he indulged, as ufual, 
in the pleafures of the table, and retired late to reft intoxicated. In the morning he 
dreffed himfelf in his Proflian uniform, and fet out at eleven for Peterhof, in order to 
cclebrate the feait of the Apoftles St. Peter and Paul, expeéting to meet the Emprefs 
at dinner, and intending, as it is reported; to put her under an arreft §, He was accom. 
panicd by Elizabeth Vorontzof, her uncle Count Vorontzof, his favourite Godovitz, 
Marfhal Munic, and many of the nobility cf both fexes, who formed his court |]. He 


* Several Englith merchants had quitted their houfes before they were apprized of the revolution ; but 
found no difficulty in returning through the foldiers pofted in different parts of the town. One gentleman 
in particular informed me, that he went about fix in the morning to the cuftom houfe, and was furprifed to 
find vo one there, After ftaying fome time, he returned home: and, in his way over the bridge of the 

Neva meta friend, who aiked tim what was the matter, for every thing appeared in confufion. He had 
tearcely finifhed thefe words, when about three Lundred horfemen, with drawn {words ia their hands 
oped acrofs the 3 a prielt traverfing the bridge at the fame time in a carriage, the two Eng! 

od by the fide of &. Some of the guards, as they paifed by the prieft, waved their {words over 

| ing out at the fame time, * All goes well—-vivat Catherine If. And this was the frit 
intelligence thefe merchants received of the revolution. : : 

+ Kulhiere dignifies this p.blic-houle with the appellation of Chateau. 

{ From the landlady of the inn, who was alive when I vifited Ruffia, and flill kept the houfe. 

§ If Peter really, as it is faid, intended to arreft_ the Emprefs, his former conduct is in fome meafure — 
accounted for. He thought that her party was of no confequence, and accordingly difbelieved, or pre. 
tended to difdelieve, all the reports of the confpiracy, thinking te crufh it at once by fecuring her perfon. 
He put implicit confidence ia the nobles whom he placed about the Emprefa; and thefe very perfons were 
the nrit to betray him. 

{} From the Intendant of Oranienbaum, who witueffed thefe tranfa&tions. 
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hadtot proceeded far before he.was ‘inet by @ pert had ‘efcaped front Péterf: 
burgh, and flopping the-carriage; a¢quaifited the Emperor tliat he withed to {peak ‘with 
him in private. Peter, however,‘ érdered his attendants to“ proceed, adding, *« Why 
are you in fuch a hurry ? ‘turn back to Peterhof, and there you will have time enougti- 
to {peak to me.” ‘The other repeating his folicitations, the Emperor at length alighted 
from his carriage, and was informed of the revolution at Peter urgh. Yet his infatu- 
ation was ftill fo great, that he doubted the truth of the intelligence ; but, when an 
enumeration of particular circumftances at length awakened hin to a fenfe of his dan- 
ger, he teflified the ftrongeft fymptoms of amazement and horror, and was reduced 
almoft to.a ftate of ftupefaétion. Recovering from this paroxyfm of defpair, he dif- 










. . 2 . . 
patched an adjutant to Oranienbaum, ordering the garrifon to Peterhof. On his ar- 


rival,, he found the Emprefs departed, and could obtain no information of her pro-- 
ceedings from any perfon of her court. Marfhal Munic advifed him to put himfelf at 
the head of his Holftein troops, and march without delay to the capital: “T will go 
before you,” faid the gallant veteran, “and Your Majefty’s perfon fhall not be touched 
but through mine.” Had this advice been followed, it would have been attended witha 
glorious, and perhaps a fuccefsful event. The Holfteintroops, though not exceeding a. 
thouland, were zealoufly attached to Peter; and Munic was worth a regiment. The 
courage of the Emperor, however, deferted him in this emergency; he fuctuated be- 
tween hope and fear ; formed new refolutions ‘one moment, and renounced them the 
next. 

His own agitation was ftill further encreafed by the behaviour of the principal per 
fons, who accompanied him from Oranienbaum, ‘or whom he found at Peterhof. The 
women vented fhrieks, and hung about the Emperor in agonies of the deepett diftrefs ; 
every one clamoroufly offered advices but the uproar was fo great, that the advice could 
fearcely be heard, and it heard was not attended to, becaufe it was repeatedly changed. 
Several of the Emprefs’s party were prcfent, and artfully fomented the general confu- 
fion: under the {fpecious appearance of affeétion and zeal, they alarmed the fears of 
the Emperor, and objected to every vigorous meature as inadmiflible and dangerous, 
In thefe circumftances Peter, perplexed by fuch difcordant or treacherous advice, was 
foftened into cowardice by the tears of the women, and remained the whole day ina 
{tate nearly bordering on diftraétion. Every moment brought him freth caufe of terror 
and difmay. He was fucceffively informed, that the Emprefs had reccived the oath of 
allegiance from perfons of all ranks, that fhe was miftrefs of the capital, and was ad- 
vancing at the head of 1c,000 troops. Difheartened by this intelligence, he difpatched 
repeated meflengers to his confort, with propofals of accommodation ; and as not one ~ 
of them came back, he at length determined to take refuge in Gronftadt+; a mea- 
fure which, if ke had carlier embraced, might have given a favourable turn to his af= 
fairs. ‘ 

Soon after his firft arrival at Peterhof, he had difpatched general Devier and another 
officer to Cronitadt to reconnoitre the place; the general was admitted without diffi. 
culty, and the officer returned to Peterhof with the account that no news of the revo- 
Jution had reached Cronftadt, that Devier was preparing for his immediate reception, 


* According to Mr. Keith; the perfon who met him was the fervant of Count Alexandrovitch Na. 
aischkin. 

+ A town upon a {mall ifland in the Gulf of Finland, where the Ruffian navy is ftationed. See the 
defcription in the chapter on the Ruffian navy. Book vi. ch. 2. 
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“head, we, putting our truft in the Almighty and his divine juftice, have aféended the 
Imperial throne of All the Ruffias, and have received a folemn oath of fidelity from 


all our faithful fabjeds. ce, Peterfburgh, June 28, O.S. 1762.” 


All the adherents of the Emperor were arrefted; among the reft Prince George 
of Holftein, who came to Peterfburgh on the 26th, under pretence of making prepa- 
rations for the Emperor’s departure; but, in reality, to watch the oppofite party. 
Not the leaft oppofition was made from any quarter to the proceedings of the Emprefs ; 
and, notwith{tanding the ftreets of Peterfburgh were filled with foldiers, who are ge- 
nerally tumultuous and ungovernable in fuch dreadful periods ; yet the greateft order 
and difcipline were preferved, and no injury was offered to any individuals*, 

At fix in the evening the Emprefs, habited like a man, in the uniform of the guards, 
with a branch of oak in her hat, a drawn {word in her hand, and mounted upon a grey 
fteed, marched towards Peterhof, accompanied by the Princefs Dafhkof, the Hetman 
Razomofski, the Orlofs, and her principal adherents, at the head of ten thoufand 
troops. : 

icoat eight miles from the capital, Catharine entered a public-houfe called Krafnoi- 
‘Cabak }, and employed herfelf for fome time in tearing and burning a large quantity 
of-papers. She then flung herfelf in her clothes upon an ordinary. bed, flept about an 
hour and a half;'was~on horfeback by break of day {, and proceéded about four-miles 
to the convent of St. Sergius at Strelna, into which the retired while the troops en- 
camped around. At eight General Ifmailof arrived at Strelna with a meflage from the 
Emperor, whofe fituation was now become truly critical. 

While the revolution was carrying on at Peterfburgh, Peter remained at Oranien- 
baum in thoughtlefs fecurity. He pafled the evening which preceded the revolution in 
the fortrefs, in company with a few chofen friends, with whom he indulged, as ufual, 
in the pleafures of the table, and retired late to reft intoxicated. In the morning he 
dreffed himfelf in his Pruffian uniform, and fet out at eleven for Peterhof, in order to 
cclebrate the feaft of the Apoftles St. Peter and Paul, expedting to meet the Emprefs 

..at linver, and intending, as it is reported; to put her under an arreft §. He was accom. 
panied by Elizabeth Vorontzof, her uncle Count Vorontzof, his favourite Godovitz, 
Marfhal Munic, and many of the nobility of both fexes, who formed his court ||. He 


* Several Englifh merchants had quitted their houfes before they were apprized of the revolution ; but 
found no difficulty io returning through the foldiers pofted in different parts of thetown. One gentleman 
in particular informed me, that he went about fix in the morning to the cuftom houfe, and was furprifed to 
find no one there. After ftaying fome time, he returned home: and, in his way over the bridge of the 
Neva. met a friend, who afed him what was the matter, for every thing appeared in confufion. He had 


fearcely finifhed thefe words, when abeut three hundred horfemen, with drawn {words in their hands, 
gilloped acrofs the bridge 5 a prieft traverfing the bridge at the fame time in a carriage, the two Englifh- 
men flood by the fide of it. Some of the guards, as they pailed by the prieft, waved their {words over 


their heads, crying out at the fame time, * All goes well—vivat Catherine 11.” And this was the firit 
intelligence thefy merchants received of the revolution. : a . 

+ Kulhiere dignifies this pcblic-houfe with the appellation of Chateau. - 

{ From the landlady of the inn, who was alive when I vifited Ruflia, and flill kept the houfe, 

§ Hf Peter really, as it is faid, intended to arreft_ the Emprefs, his former conduct is in fome meafure 
accounted for, He thought that her party was of no confequence, and accordingly difbelieved, or pres 
tended to ditbelieve, all the repores of the confpiracy, thinking to cruth it at once by fecuring ler perfon. 
He pat implicit confidence in the nobles whom he placed about the Emprefa; and thefe very perfons were 
the nrft to betray him. : 

l! From the Intendant of Oranienbaum, wko witneffed thefe tranfadtions, 
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had hot proceeded far before he was‘met by a perfon * who had efcaped’ from Peterf- 
burgh, and ftopping the carriage, acquainted the Emperor that he withed to fpeak with 
him in private. Peter, however, ordered his attendants to proceed, adding, “ Why 
are you in fuch a hurry ? turn back to Peterhof, and there you will have time enough 
to {peak to me.” The other repeating his folicitations, the Emperor at length alighted 
from his carriage, and was informed of the revolution at Peterfburgh. Yet his infatu- 
ation was {till fo great, that he doubted the truth of the intelligence ; but, when an 
enumeration of particular circumftances at length awakened him to a fenfe of his dan- 
ger, he teftified the ftrongeft fymptoms of amazement and horror, and was reduced 
almof to a ftate of ftupefaction. Recovering from this paroxyfm of defpair, he dil- 
patched an adjutant to Oranienbaum, ordering the garrifon to Peterhof. On his ar- 
rival, he found the Emprefs departed, and could obtain no information of her pro- 
ceedings from any perfon of her court. Marfhal Munic advifed him to put himfelf at 
the head of his Holftein troops, and march without delay to the capital: “I will go 
before you,” faid the gallant veteran, * and Your Majefty’s perfon fhall not be touched 
but through mine.” Had this advice been followed, it would have been attended witha 
glorious, and perhaps a fuccefsful event. ‘The Holftein troops, though not exceeding a 
thoufand, were zealoutly attached to Peter; and Munic was worth a regiment. ‘The 
courage of the Emperor, however, deferted him in this emergency; he fluctuated be- 
tween hope and fear; formed new refolutions one moment, and renounced ther: the 
next. 

His own agitation was ftill further cncreafed by the behaviour of the principal pers 
fons, who accompanied him from Oranienbaum, or whom he found at Peterhof. The 
women vented fhrieks, and hung about the Emperor in agonies of the deepelt diftrefs ; 
every one clamoroufly offered advice but the uproar was fo great, that the advice could 
fearcely be heard, and if heard was not attended to, becaufe it was repeatedly changed. | 
Several of the Emprefs’s party were prefent, and artfully fomented the general confu- 
fion: under the {pecious appearance of affedtion and zeal, they alarmed the fears of 
the Emperor, and objected to every vigorous meature as inadmiflible and dangerour, 
In thefe circumftances Peter, perplexed by fuch difcordant or treacherous advice, wis 
foftened into cowardice by the tears of the women, and remained the whole day ina 
{tate nearly bordering on diftraction. Every moment brought him frefh caule of terror 
and difmay. He was fucceflively informed, that the Emprefs had received the oath of 
allegiance from perfons of all ranks, that fhe was miftrefs of the capital, and was ad- 
vancing at the head of 1c,000 troops. Difheartened by this intelligence, he difpatched 
repeated meflengers to his confort, with propofals of accommodation; and as not one 
of them came back, he at length determined to take refuge in Cronftadtt; a mea- 
fure which, if he had earlier embraced, might have given a favourable turn to his at= 
fairs. : 

Soon after his firft arrival at Peterhof, he had difpatched general Devier and another 
officer to Cronitadt to reconnoitre the place; the general was admitted without diffi- 
culty, and the officer returned to Peterhof with the account that no news of the revoe 
dation had reached Cronftadt, that Devier was preparing for his immediate reception, 


* Accerding to Mr. Keith; the perfon who met him was the fervant of Count Alexandrovitch Na. 
aischkin. 

+ A town upon a {mall ifland in the Gulf of Finland, where the Ruffian navy is Rationed. Sce the 
defeription in the chapter on the Ruffian navy. Book vi. ch. 2. 
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that His Majefty would find there an afylum, where the Emprefs’s troops could not 
penetrate, and from whence he thight, in cafe of extreme neceflity, efcape by fea to his 
dominions in Holftein. In confequence of this reprefentation, the Emperor ordered 
the Holftein troops, who were on their march to Petcrhof, to return to Oranienbaum 5 
but, by an unaccountable fatality, protracted his departure till near midnight. On his 
arrival at the harbour, the imperial boat was refufed admittance by the centinels, who 
objected to the latenefs of the hour; and when it was reprefented to them that the Em- 
peror was on board, they ftill perfifted in their refufal, and threatened to fire from the 
batteries if the veffel did not inflantly retire. 

This unexpected reception was occafionced by the following circumfances. General 
Devier, on his arrival at Cronfladt, took the command of the fortrefs; perceiving that 
the garrifon had no knowledge of the revolution, he was unwilling to give alarm by 
fpreading the report, and thought it more advifable to wait for the mperor’s appear- 
ance before he attempted to fecure the fidelity of the garrifon, or iffied orders hottile to 

\the party of the Emprefs. During this interval, admiral ‘Paliezen came to Cronftadt ; 

~ He was difpatched from Peterfburgh by the Emprefs, who had forgotten, in the firft 
hurry of the revolution, to fecure that important fortrefs; and was now fent, if not too 
late*, for that purpofe. Being admitted without oppofition, and perceiving the firu. 
ation of affairs, he inftantly commanded the arreft of General Devier, which was in- 
ftantly obeyed; the marines and failors being more inclined to execute the orders of an 
admiral than thofe of a general. Having fecured the general’s perfon, he announced 
to the garrifon the revolution at Peterfburgh: the Emperor, he faid, is depofed; the 
army and fenate have declared for Catharine, and all oppofition will be fruitlefs and 
dangerous. Thefe arguments, joined to a large quantity of fpirituous liquors, produced 
the defired effect ; and Catharine was proclaimed Emprefs. Thus a place of fo much 
importance as to have delayed, if not prevented, the final fuccefs of the infurre@tion, was 
feized by admiral Taliezen without oppofition. a 

On this difappointment, Peter’s only remaining refource was to crowd fail for the 
Gulf of Bothnia, and feek an afylum in Sweden; from whence he might penetrate to 
his army in Pomerania, or to his dominions in Holftein. But it was the fate of the 
unfortunate monarch to aé& no decifive part in this important crifis{: ftill flattering 


* Confidering the great importance of Cronftadt, this negleét feems hardly credible; but I was informed 
from very good authority, that fo late as ten in the morning no ftep had been taken at Peterfburgh towards. - 
obtaining poffeflion of that fortrefs. About that time a private perfon mentioned it by chance to one of 
the principal infurgents, who, without delay, acquainted the Emprefs. She, confcious of its great import- 
ance, immediately difpatched admiral Taliezen, It was paft eleven before he left Peterfburgh, and as he 
went by water, the diftauce being twenty miles, it mutt have been paft three before he arrived at Cronttadt. 
The diltance from Peterhof to the fame place being ‘only fix miles, the Emperor might have arrived there 
long before Taliezen. 


+ A note from the Earl of Buckinghamfhire to the Earl of Hardwicke, will thew that the misfortunes 

of the Emperor arofe from his want of refolution as well as from treachery. 
+ April 16, 1766. 

Many ladies, fome of whom were wives to perfons engaged in the confpiracy, attended the Emperor to 
Cronitadt, and their tears and terrors added to his irrefolution. I have had account of what pafled from 
almoft ali of them, and they were too much frightened to be confiftent in their relations. In two points - 
they allagreed, his timidity, and the reproaches made him by his miftrefs, for not having followed her ad- 
vice, and prevented all mifchief by confining the Emprefs. One expreffion they in general fay the made 
ufe of. ‘ Thou fool, (Durach) had you complied with my requeft, and fhut up this bad woman, the ruin 
of this day had never fallen upon us.” Panin and Villebois were the only men of confequence amongit | 
them, for, notwith{tanding all the affertions to the contrary, I know the Hetman did not engage in the 
defign till the morning it took effect, and even then he was not without difficulty perfuaded to act the part 
he did. ~ ° : 
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himfelf with the hopes of a reconciliation with the Emprefs, and prevailed upon by the 
eries and entreaties 4 the women who were on board, he returned to Oranienbaum, 
where he arrived at four in the morning. When Peter quitted that palace on the pre- 
ceding morning, he was dreiled in his Proffian regimentals; on his return he was in 
his Ruffian uniform; he now faw his error in defpifing the prejudices of his fubiedts, 
but it was toolate. Little circumftances of this kind are not unworthy of the hiltorian’s 
notice, as great events frequently turn upoa them; and they often difcover the true 
character of the principal perfonages concerned in the feene. * 

- On his return té Oranienbaum, he retired alone, and in great agitation, to his houfe 
in the fortrofs, leaving Marfhal Munic and the reft of the court in the palace. At ten 
he again made his appearance in a more compoted ftate of mind. The Holitein guards 
n9 fooner beheld their royal matter, than they all* crowded round him; fome ftruggled 
to kifs his hand, others hung about his perlon ; many knelt down; fome even prof 
trated themfelves before him ; all fhedding tears of affection, and in terms of the ftrong- 
eft attachment conjuring him to lead them againft the Emprefs, offering to facrifice 
their lives in his defence. Peter, animated by thefe affecting marks of zeal and fidelity, 
caught their fpirit for a moment, and cried out, “ To arms!’ but the tears of the: 
‘women, and his own irrefolution, foon damped this momentary fit of courage, and he 
again reconciled himfelf to fubmiffion. : j 7 

Early inthe morning he difpatched Major-General Ifmailof, in whom he repofed im- 
plicit confidence, to the Emprcfs, with a letter, offering to refign his crown, on condi- 
tion that he fhould be permitted to retire into Holitein, with Elizabeth Vorontzof and. 

_ Godovitch. _Iimailof fourd the Emprels.in the convent of Strelna, and was immediately 
admitted to her prefence. _ The great policy on the fide of Catharine now confifted in. 
obtaining pofleffion of the Emperor’s perfon without effufion of blood ; it was her ob- 
ject, therefore, to amufe him, without driving him to defperate meafures ; for it was 
yet in. his power to head his Holftein troops, and defend his life to the laft extremity 5 
or he might be able to make his efcape, and involve the empire in all the horrors ofa 
long civil war. The judicious manner in which fhe conduéted this delicate affair, fhews. 
her no lefs able in the arts of negociation than in the fpirit of enterprize. 

She calmly reprefented to Ifmailof the madnefs of oppofing her, now in full poffef- 
fion of fovereign authority : fhe pointed to her troops, who were pofted in large bodies: 
upon the adjacent grounds, ‘adding, that refiftance would only draw on Peter and his. 
party the vengeance of an enraged army; the propofed, therefore, that he fhould him- 
felf repair to Peterhof, where the terms of his abdication might be adjufted. Ifmailof,, 
finding the tide of fuccefs on the fide of the Emprefs, and perceiving the clergy, army, 
and principal nobles engaged in her caufe, was convinced that nothing was left to Peter 
but {ubmiffion. Seduced bythe infinuating eloquence, engaging addrefs, and promifes 
of the Emprefs, he undertook to perfuade his unhappy matter, by immediate fubmiifion, 
to fave an effufion of blood, which could be productive of no effectual advantage to his 
eaufe. With this view he returned to Oranienbaum between ten and eleven, and found 
the Emperor in the palace with Munic, Elizabeth Vorontzof, Godovitch, and others, 
anxioufly expecting his arrival. Having retired into another apartment, the refult of 
their conference was, that in lefs than an hour the Emperor, with Elizabeth Vorontzof, 
Godovitch, and Ifmailof, entered the carriage in which the latter had returned to Ora~ 


* Twas informed of thefe circumftances from the intendant of Granienbaum ; he fhed tears while he 
decribed the “animated behaviour of the Holftein troops, He faid he never witnefled a more affecting 
Scenes. oR 7 : 
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nienbaum. Peter quitted the palace without a fingle attendant; but he had fearcely 

proceeded a mile, before a corps of Huffars, of the Emprefs’s party, furrounded the car-- 
riage, and accompanied it to Peterhof, where he arrived at: half paft twelve. He was . 
immediately feparated from his companions. The Emprefs declined a perfonal con- 

ference; but fent Count Panin, who was admitted alone. What paffed during this 

awful interview between that nobleman and his depofed fovereign, is not, nor probably 

ever will be, difclofed to the public; but nothing can convey a ftronger picture of the 

Emperor’s weaknefs and pufillanimity, than the abdication in form which was the refult 

of their converfation *. : ‘ : . 

“ During the fhort period which I have reigned over the Ruffian empire, I have 
found from experience, that my abilities are infufficient to fupport fo great a burden ; 
and that I am not capable of direGing the Ruffian empire in any way, and much lefs 
with a defpotic power. I alfo acknowledge that I have been the caufe of ail the inte- 
ricr troubles, which, had‘they continued much longer, would have overturned the 
empire, and have covered me with eternal difgrace. Having ferioufly weighed thefe 
circumftances, I acclaré, without conftraint, and in the moft folemn manner, to the 
Ruffian empire, and to the whole world, that I for ever renounce the government of 
the faid empire, never defiring hereafter to reign therein, either as an ablolute fovereign, 
or under any other form of government. I declare alfo, that I will never attempt to 
re-affume the government. .As a pledge of this, I fwear fincerely before God, and 
all the world, to this prefent renunciation, written and figned with my own hand, © 

“ June 29, O.S. 1762.” Porsn. 

Having figned this abdication, he was conveyed in the evening to Robfcha, a fmall 
imperial palace-twenty miles from Peterhof; and the Emprefs returned about the fame 
time to Peterfburgh. At feven fhe made her triumphant entry on horfeback, amidft 
continued huzzas; the ftreets were filled with a prodigious copcourfe of people, who ~ 
were drawn up in lines, and kiffed her hands, which fhe held out to them as the pafled 
along. A great number of priefts were affembled upon this occafion about the avenues - 
of the palace ; as fhe rode through their ranks, the ftooped down to falute the cheeks of 
the principal clergy, while they were kifling her hand; a mode of falutation in Ruffia, . 
expreflive of the higheft deference. - ; 

The firft hurry of the revolution was no fooner paft, and the fpirit of revolt had 
fearce time to fubfide, before many repented of having deferted their fovereign. The 
populace, always prone to change, began to pity their dethroned monarch, and loft 
fight of his defeéts in the contemplation of his calamity; they regarded him no longer 
in the light of a mifguided ruler, but as an unfortunate Prince, driven from the height _ 
of power to the moit abjedt tate, and fubjeét to the horrors of perpetual imprifonment. 
Peter, notwith{tanding his violence and incapacity, poffeffed feveral qualities of a popu- 
lar nature, and was greatly beloved by thofe who had accefs to his perfon. During the 
Emprelfs’s march to Peterhof, feveral foldiers manifefted itrong fymptoms of diffatis- 
faGtion ; fome openly murmured at being led againft their fovereign, and had Peter, on” 
the firft news of the revolution, made his app.:arance in perfon, many would have deferted 
to his ftanuard. . This fpirit of difcontent was obferved, and fecretly fomented by: the 


* J have {afficient reafon to believe that this abdication was made at Peterhof ; if, however, as fome per- 
fons with lefs probability have 2..erted, he figned it at Oranienbaum, before he was in the hands of his ene- 
mics, his pufillanimity admits uf no palliation. ae 
562. partizans 
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partizans of the Emperor ; the tide of popularity was even turning in his favour, and'a 
new rifing hourly expected : at this crifis the deceafe of Peter delivered Ruflia from the 
impending horrors of a civil war*. “This event happened at Robfcha on the 6th of 
July; O. S. on the feventh day of his confinement, and in the thirty-fourth year of his 
age. Tis body was brought to the convent of St. Alexander Neviki at Peterfburgh, 


.and there lay in {tate ; where perlons of all ranks were admitted, according to the cuf- 


tom of Rufha, to kifs the hand of the deceafed. His remains were then buried in the 
church of the convent, and the place of the fepulchre was not diftinguithed either with 
a tomb or infeription t. . : 

The death of Peter was not followed by any of thofe tragical fcenes which had hitherto 
difgraced the revolutions in Ruffia: not one of the nobles were fent into Siberia ; 
there were no public or private executions ; even the perfonal enemies of the Emprefs 
were forgiven. Marfhal Munic had offered to fupport the Emperor at the hazard of 
his own perfon. Catharine mildly inquired the motives of ‘fich an oppofition to her 
interefts, “ I was at that period,” replied Munic, with a frit which twenty years 
imprifonment could not fubdue, “ engaged by the ftrongelt ties of duty and gratitude 
to exert myfelf in behalf of my late mafter: Your Majelty is now my fovereign, and 
you will experience the fame fidelity.” The Emprefs, {truck with the magnanimity of 
his anfwer, with equal greatnefs of mind repofed in him the mot unbounded confidence, 
which was juftified by his fubfequent condué.. . As foon as the danger of a new infurs 
rection was difpelled, Count Vorontzof was releafed, and afterwards employed. Eliza- 


beth Vorontzof experienced from the Emprels no expreffion of either jealoufy or - 


refentment ; -her perfon was untouched, and fhe even retained, undiminifhed, all the 
fruits of Peter’s bounty. Catharine, with peculiar magnanimity, forgave the indignities 
which fhe had received at her fuggeftion, and even her prefumption in afpiring to a par+ 
ticipation of the crown. She was permitted to efpoufe a private perfon, and ftill re- | 


’ mains at Peterfburgh, a living monument of the Emprefs’s unparalleled lenity {.. Go. 


dovitch, who was particularly obnoxious to the Emprelfs, was allowed to retire to his 
native country §, and the Holftein guards, who had importuned the Emperor to lead 


* them againft his confort, were not treated with the leaft feverity : thofe who chofe to 


inlift were incorporated in the different regiments, and the others withdrew themfelves. - 


“unmolefted from Ruffia. Prince George of Holftein, uncle to Peter, and not unac- 


quainted with the defign of arrefting the Emprels, was detained a prifoner in his own 
palace during the progrefs of the revolution ; but was afterwards promoted to the rank 


- of field-marfhal, and appointed adminiftrator of Holftein during the minority of the 


Great Duke, 


* There can be no doubt but this uafortunate monarch was put to death; but in what manner the deed’ 
was perpetrated, or by whom, no authentic account has ever tranfpired. Nor is it a matter of wonder that 
fo dark a tranfaction’ fhould be involved in the deepeft myfery. Public report defignated Count Alexty , 
Onlof, and Prince Baratinfki, as the principal a€tors in this horrid tragedy. Tam, however, firmly con- 
vinced in my own opinion, that the death of the Emperor was not perpetrated by the command, nor even 
with the knowledge of the Emprefs. . 5 

+ On the acceffion of Paul, as I have before obferved, his remains were re-interred with imperial honours. 


in the cathedral of St. Peter and St. Paul. 


$ I was often in her company during my fecond refidence at Peterfburgh. She was then in an advanced 
age, and poffeffed no remains of elegance or beauty. Fegan L 

§ The Emprefs was fo much pleafed with the fidelity of Godovitch to. his unfortunate maltér, that the 
afterwards recalled him into -Ruflia, and employed him. 


= Catharine. 









a ei ce : St 


Catharine was in the thirty-fourth year of her age when fhe afcended the 
throne; and the fuccefs of this revolution * was no lefs owing to Ber own erfonal 





* Gregory Orlof, who is mentioned in this account as one of the principal agents of the revolution, was 
aid-de-camp to Count Peter Schewalof. and bore an inferior rank in the army, when his youth and comeli’. 
nef captivated Catharine, then Gtand Duchefs, foon after the recal of her favourite Count Poniatowfki. 
Even at this early period the did nor attempt to conceal her attachment from thofe in whom fhe repofed any 
confidence. Pointing him out one day to Mr. Wroughton, * Do you fee,’”” the faid, “ that young man? 
He has had the audacity to make love to me.” ‘This intrigue greatly contributed to facilitate the revole- 
tion which placed her on the throne. Olof himfelf was a man of a determined and enter fpirit, and 
had confiderable influence among the efficers and foldiers of his own regiment 3 his attem re-alfo fup- 
ported by his four brothers, Alexey, Vlodomir, Feodor, and Ivan, but particularly by Alexey, who was in 
the guards, and was ore of the mott aétive agents in the revolution. 

Tt was principally owing to the fuggeftions of Orlof that Catharine ventured to afflume the authority as * 
Emprefs, and not as regent. He was little known before the revolution, and Mr. Keith-thus mentions his 
firft public appearance at Court. “ He wore the ribband of St, Alexander, and the key of chamberlain, 
and is a good looking man, with a very modeft behaviour. I could not recolle@ having ever feen him be~ 
fore.”” He was afterwards rapidly promoted to the higheft honours and offices of goverment, both civil 
and military, and was created Prince of the German empire. He gained fuch an afcendency over his royal 
miftrefs, that fhe was only prevented from marrying him by the ftrong remonttrances of Count Paniv, and 
Marfhal Razomofsky. 

Orlof gradually diminifhed the affeCtion of the Emprefs by the coarfenefs of his manners, his grofs inat- 
tention, and frequent infidelities. During his journey to Mofcow in 1771, to check the progrefs of the 
plague, his enemies availed themfelves of his abfence to undermine his influence. _ Informed of thefe cabals, 
he tuddenly returned to Peterfburgh, and regained, by increafed affiduity, his former afcendancy, though he 
did not wholly recover her affections, 

Deeming his power too ftrongly rooted to be again thaken, he repaired to Fotzani in 1772, to negotiate 
a peace with the Turks, where he difplayed all the pomp of imperial magnificence. This abfence gave fuc- 
cefs to.the cabals of his enemies, and his difgrace was announced by the introduGtion of a new favourite, 
Vaffilchikef, at the inftigation of Count Panin and Marfhal Romanzof. J 

With a view to crufh this cabal by his prefence, Orlof inftantly broke up the.congrefs of Fotzani, and. 
travelled with fuch ex gition as to perform a journey of one thoufand eight hundred miles in nine days.and 
nights. Arriving at th Ngates of Peterfburgh, he was refufed admittance, and received an order from the 
Emprefs to repair to his country houfe at Gatchina, under pretence of performing quarantine. — Still, how= 
ever, he flattered himfelf with hopes of being recalled, and when undeceived by a letter from the Emprefs, 
forbidding him to appear at‘court, was fo much affected that he fainted away. F 

Being afterwards ordered to Revel, he pafled through Peterfburgh, and without previous notice, ealled 
upon his brother Alexéy, while he was at dinner with a large company. A gentleman who was prefent 
defcribed the Prince-as extremely agitated ; after embracing his brothers, he fat down to table, ftarted up, 
refumed his feat, again rofe, whifpered his brothers, “and retired with them. into another apartment. 
On the following day he departed for Revel, and foon after fet out on his travels; but he had 
fcarcely reached Drefden before the Emprefs-recalled him to Peterfburgh, and offered him his former 
apartments in the palace, which he declined, probably at the inftigation of his brothers, and refumed ‘his 
journey. < 

He afterwards e‘poufed his niece, and was fo much affected with her death, that he loft h’s fenfes, and 
died ina ftate of infanity.  ~ : 

By Prince Orlof the Emprefs had a fon, whom I faw at the corps de cadets, where he was educated ; 
he appeared to me, in 1779, to be about feventcen years of age. He lodged in the houfe of Ribis, the 
principal manager under M. de Betfkoi. He ‘pafled at firft for the fon of a gentleman-of the name of 
Schwerin, but aflumed that of Bobrinfki, from an eftate which the Emprefs purchafed for him, He was 
appriled of his origin from the high marks of dittin@tion which he received. He was often admitted to the 
Emprefs. Prince Orlof called him his fon, and carried his portrait in the lid of bis fnuff-box. - A Roffiin 
nobleman told me that he once took up the box by chance, and knew the picture from its ftriking refem~ 
blance, He ventured, however, to afk whom it reprefented, and Princefs Orlof, who was prefent, replicd 
with a fmile, ‘It is my portrait in a man’s drefs, before I was married.”? Bobrinfki afterwards travelled, 
and I heard of him when I was at Geneva, in 1784. 2 

‘The Emprefs always retained a high degree of regard for the memory of Prince Orlof, and treated hia 
brothers with great marks of favour and confidence. The family received eftates, containing forty-five» 
thoufand peafants, and to the amount of 32000,000l, fterling in money, houfes, plate, and jewels. 
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fpirit.and engaging addrefs, than to the zeal of her party, and the popularity of her 
caufe *. ; ; ; 


Cuap. XIV.—Family and Birth of Ivan.—Emperor on the Death of Anne.—Depefid by 
Elizabeth.—Imprijonment at Riga, Dunamund, Oranienburgh, and Schluffelburzh.—De= 
Seription of his Apartment.— Mode of Life.—Intelletts —Ferscity. V1 ifited by Peter. Hl, 
— Removal to Kexholm.—Brought back to Schlufelburgh.—Attempt of Mirovitch in bis 
Favour.— Death of lvan.— Trial and Execution of Mirovitch.—Punifhment of his Ac- 
complices.-—Sufpicion of aC oliufion between the Court and Mirovitch.—Refuted. —Accourt 
of Ivan’s Parents and Family.— Biographical Anecdotes of Coumt Munic. 


Ivan, the unfortunate fubjeét of the prefent narrative, was lineally defcended, onthe 
female fide, from the ‘T'zar Ivan Alcxievitch, elder brother of Peter the Great}; and 
was fon of Anne of Mecklenburgh, by Anthony Ulric Prince of Brunfwick. He was 
born on the 4th of Auguft 1740, created Great Duke by his aunt the Emprefs Anne, 
and at her demife, on the 28th of Oétober, fuccecded to the throne, from which he was 
depofed by Elizabeth’on the 6th of December, 1741+ 


* This was the firlt circumitantial account ever publifhed of this extraordinary revolution; and I have 
the fatisfadtion to Gnd, from the perulal of feveral documents which have fince fallen into my poffeffion, and 
of the various narratives which have appeared fince the death of the Emprefs, that no material fact has been 
juftly controverted, ‘This Tour being publithed during the life of che Emprefs, and of the principal perfons 
concerned in the revolution, delicacy prevented me from acknowledging the, fources from which | derived 
but I now have itin my power to dilclofe many of my authorities.‘ 

I was principally indeted to Count Solmes, the Pruffian envoy, who had refided at Peterfourgh fince 1763, 
and collected various anecdotes relative to the life aid acceffion of the Emprefs. From thefe materials he 
formed an intereiting narrative, which he read to me, during my continuance at Peteifburgh. 

J alfo received from Muller, the celebrated hiftorian, much imterefting information, as well as from Stach« 
Tin, counfellor of Rate, anc author of feveral valuable publications, and from feveral Britith merchants, who 
with ffed the revolution. Befides thefe, fume anecdotes were communicated to me by feveral Ruffian nobles 
and officers, fume of whim were with Peter at Oranienbaim, and others who efpoufed the party of the 
Emprefs. Thefe different accounts 1 noted down, and afterwards compared and combined them, to form 
my narrative. : e 

During my flay at Warlaw, many circumftances were communicated by Sir ‘Thomas Wroughton,.who.: 
Tong tefided at Peterfburgh. He was the intimate friend of the King of Poland, when Count Poniatowfki, © 
and poffefled the in-plicit confidence of the Emprefs. 

after my return, J had the good forture to obrain from the late Earl of Hardwicke, two curious dif. 
patches fiom Mr Keith, the Englifh miuifter at St. Peterfburgh, to the fecretary of ftate, and a private 
note from the Earl of ¢ uckiughamfhire, who fucceeded Mr. Keith, This note 1 have printed in this chap+ 


Ar, Kei:h as an authentic document. 


ter, and have given in the Appendix the letter of ) 
Rulhiere has written the hittury of this revolution, which was long anxioufly expeéted but was net pub- 


lithed till after the death of the Emprefs. It contains many intereiting atiecdotes, which could only have 
been collected by a perfon who was at Peterfourgh, at the time of this event 5 but they are blended with 


vague accounts and cofice-houle tories. 


the principal information ; 


+ [van Avexievitcs. 
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CatRARINE. 
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| * 
Anne, Emprels of Roffia, 





Awne, married.to Anthony Ulric, Prince of Brunfaick. 
| 
. : : F . Tyan 
See Genealogical Table of the Houfe of Romanof, chap. iv. of this volume. a iy 
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~The foldiers fent. to arreft the young Emperor, were ordered’ to fteal foftly into his’ 
apartments, and if afleep, not to diflurb him. As he was flutnbering by the fide of his 
nurfe, they flood round the cradel in refpedtful filence, at lealt an hour before the: 
Prince opened his eyes, then the foldiers difputing who fhould carry hins, the child was 
terrified, and. cried; they immediately defifted, and permitted the nurfe to approach, 
who covered him with a cloke, and accompanied fim in a fledge to the palace. Eliza. 
beth took thechild, kiffed it, and while it was yet in her arms, a body of foldiers pafling 
by, fhouted, ‘* Long live Elizabeth! ‘The infant, pleafed with the acclamations, 
ftretched out his little hand, and {miling, tried to invitate the fhouts of the foldiers; on 
which Elizabeth exclaimed, “Innocent creature! thou perceiveft not that thou art 
endeavouring to fpeak again{f thyfelf *.” 7 

It is difficult to trace Ivan diftin€ly from the time of- his depofition to his imprifon. | 
ment at Schluffelburgh ; but the following account feems the molt probable.. He and’ 
his parents were firft confined in the fortrefs of Riga, a yearand a half; removed from 
thence to Dunamund {, and afterwards to Oranienburgh, a {mall town in the province 
of Vorentz.. . Here they remained two years under the care of Baron Korf, who be« 
haved to his prifoners with great humanity. From Oranienburgh the whole family was 
tranferred to Kolmogoti; but Ivan was imprifoned there for feveral years feparately,. 
and unknown to his parents. 

Bufching fays, that when his parents were fent to Kolmogori, Ivan, then in the eighth 
year of his age, was left at Oranienburgh; and that fome time afterwards a certain 
monk contrived to releafe him from prifon, and convey him as. far as Smolenfko, where 
they were furprized and taken {. He was alfo confined in a convent fituated on am 
ifland in the lake of Valdai, not far from the high road between Peterfburgh and Mof- 
cow, The time of his imprifonment in this convent, and his fituation until his removat 
to Schluflulburg, are circum{tances which I was not able to afcertain: but it is not fur= 
prizing, that there fhould be much obfcurity in the hiftory of a fate prifoner immured 
from his infancy. ? Zi . 

During the laft eight years of his life, Ivan was imprifoned in the fortrefs of Schluf- 
felburgh, whither he was brought in 17536, in the fixteenth year of his age. In the. 

fame year he was fecretly conveyed, by Count Peter Shuvalof, grand matter of the ar- 
Aillery, to the houfe of his coufin Ivan Shuvalof, at Peterfburgh, where Elizabeth faw: 
and {poke to him without making herfelf known. It is faid that fhe burft into tears at’ 
this interview. On the enfuing day the Prince was re-conduéted to his prifon, : 

When I vifited Schluflelburgh, I was admitted into the fortrefs, but was not fuffered. 
to enter the room in which he had: been confined; yet as I examined one that was. 
fimilar, and have converfed with feveral perfons who have feen it, I am able to give the 
following defcription ; it is fituated towards the fartheft extremity of the corridore, de» 
{cribed on a former occafion§; is about twenty-feet fquare, and vaulted; the walls are- 
of bare ftone, and the floor of brick. The window was not clofed, like thofe of the: 
adjacent cells, but glazed, and covered fith a kind of plaifter, which, while it admitted: 


* Buf. Hil. Mag. vol. i. p. 374. + Manftein’s Memoirs, p. 315. : 2 Susi 

} Buf. Hif. Mag. vi. p. 529. There is an inaccuracy in Bufching’s account, probably only a falfe print, 
viz, that he’ was in the eight year of his age when his parents were fent to Kolomogori; for in March: 
¥746, the time of Anne’s death, he was only fix years and feven months-old: and fome time muft be al 
lowed for conveying his parents from Oranienburgh to Kolmogori. Bufching was ieformed, by Barory 
Korf, that they were all confined together at Oranienburgh ; and I was told by an Enghith gentleman, who-- 
had been at Kolmogori, that Ivan had been there imprtifoned for a.fhort time. ~ 

§ Chap. vii. : 7 a8 

the 
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‘the light, could nat be feen through*. © There was no other furniture than a truckle- 
bed, a table, and‘fome chairs. In this difmal apartment he was immured during the 
{pace of eight years, excepting when he was occafionally conduéted to the interiar for. 
tyefst, which communicaced at top with the air; but in the enjoyment of which the 
apprehentions of his efcape rendered it impolitic to gratify him, as often as humanity 
coule have wifhed. e ‘ / : 

With refped to bis intelle€ts, as he had been imprifoned from the fecond year of his 
aye, his ideas of courfe were few, and his knowledge exceedingly limited, and though 
not abfolutely an ideot, he difcovered occafional fymptoms of infanity. He could neither 
yead nor write; he fpoke the Ruffian language, and knew a few German words, which 
he muft have learned when almott a child from-his parents ; he was rather inarticulate 
in his fpeech, and when agitated, ftammered exceedingly t+. He was not ignorant of bis 
defcent, and that he had once been Emperor. — He was ftrongly prepoffeffed with the 
hopes of re-afcending the throne, ufed frequently to allude to his behaviour when that 
event fhould take,place, and whenever he was roufed to paflion, would threaten to 
punith thofe who provoked him. He was exceedingly choleric and ferocious, and 
would rage almoft to madnefs whenever’ he was intoxicated. Yor fome time he was 
improperly indulged in every article for his table; he was ferved in plate, had a great 
variety of difhes, and all kinds cf wine. - But to-prevent his frequent excefles, thefe 
luxuries were judicioufly diminifhed, though his maintenance was itill amply provided 
for by the allowance of 2cl.a month §. 

He would change his drefs twenty times a day, and walk about his room, admirin 
himfelf with pucrile fatisfa&tion. In regard to his religious opinions, he had a faint 
knowledge of the Greek perfuafion, and ufed frequently to pray in the moft fervent 
manner. Once a year he was accuftomed to confefs, and receive the facrament, and 
often. boafted of obtaining revelations from the angel Gabriel. . 

He certainly knew that the Emprefs Elizabeth was feated upon that throne from which 
he had been depofed; but it does not appear that he was ever acquainted with her 
death, and thé fubfequent changes. Peter III. foon after his acceffion, came to Schluf- 
felburgh, accompanied by Godovitch, Leff Alexandrevitch Narifhkin, Volkof, and Baron 

._Korf. In crofling the arm of the Neva to the ifland, the boat which conveyed Peter 
and his fuite ftruck againft a fragment of the ftone, and was nearly overfet. On land- 


* In fome recent publications, the apartment of Ivan is erroneoufly defcribed a3 a cafemate of the for- 
trefs, the very hole of which was bricked up. : 

+ See the account of Schlufleiburgh, chap. vii. Ee 

+ As Caftera, in his life of Catharine the Second, and others on the authority of M. de Segur, fome time 
French ambaffador at the court of Peicrfburgh, have afferted that Ivan was not deficient in fenfe, did not 
ftammer, and was capable of reading and writing, 1 deem it neceffary to mention the authorities from which 
1 derived my information, 1. Count Solmes, who was at Peterfburgh before the death of Ivan. 2. Mr. 
Lueman, a Dane, who bad been long refident in England, was, during my travels in Ruffia, fettled at 
Schluffelburgh, where he had eftablithed a manufa@ory for printing @@ttons, and was in habits of intimacy 
with Berednikof, the governor of the fortrels. 2. Beredvikof himfelf, whom Mr. Lieman at my requelt 
invited to dinn 4. A Ruffian nobleman of undoubted veracity, who received the account from, Volkof 
the-counfellor of fate, fent by Peter the Third to Schluffelburgh, to difcover the real charaéter of. Ivan. 
5. Let Alexandrevitch Narifhfkin, great chamberlain to the Emprefs, who was prefent at the interview 
between Peter and Ivan ——In my fecond vifit to Peterfburgh, he confirmed my narrative, and even ex= 
preffed his furprife at the accuracy of my itatement. From thefe authorities, and others which I am not at 
prefent at liberty to mention, I compiled the whole of my narrative. oak ; 

It is barely {ufficicnt to notice the improbability of another affertion advanced by the biographer of Ca- 
tharine, that Peter intended to nominate Ivan his fucceflor, and had even brought him to Faetbuigh for 
that purpofe, where he is faid to have been at the time of the revolution, a 

§ An ample allowance in Ruffia, where provifions were fo cheap. 
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ing, the Emperor fent one of his fuite to the governor, with an order of admiflion figned 
by himfelf, was immediately received within the fortrefs, and conduétetl to the Prince’s 
apartment. Peter for a fhort time remained concealed, while his nobles and attendants 
converfed with Ivan ; but he foon joined the company, drank a-difh of coffee, and en« 
tered into difcourfe with.the Prince. : : . : 

I endeavoured to collec fome intelligence of what pafled at this conference; but the 
information J received, even from perfons of good authority, was extremely various and 
contradictory. Inftead, therefore, of detailing uncertain and difcordant anecdotes, I 
fhall fubmit to the reader a tranflation from Buiching’s account of this interview, which 
mutt be deemed authentic, becaufe he received it from Baron Korf, who was prefent. 

‘* In March 1762, Peter III. defirous of fceing Ivan, fet off early in the morning for 
Schluffelburgh, accompanied by Baroy Korf, Leff Alexandrievitch Narifhkin, and Vol- 
kof.: He travelled with poft-horfes, and kept his intention fo fecret, that it was noon 
before his uncle Prince George of Holftcin was made acquainted with his deparfure. 
Peter affumed the chara¢ter of an officer; and having fhewn the Governor of Schluffel- 
burgh an order for admiffion, previoufly figned by himfelf, went, with his attendants, to 
the apartment of Prince lvan, which he found a wretched place, provided with the 
meaneft furniture. His clothes were clean and in good conditicn, but extremely coarfe, 
and he was remarkably neat in his perfon, as well as in his linen, He had the appear- 

_ ance of an ideot, and fpoke in a confufed manner. One moment he affirmed that he 
was the Emperor Ivan, and the next, that the foul of that Emperor, who was no longer 
alive, had migrated into his body. On being afked what induced him to imagine that 
he was an Emperor, he replied, ‘he learnt it from his parents and the foldicrs who 
guarded him.’ Being queftioned whether he recollected his parents, he anfwered in 
the affirmative; and then bitterly lamented, that the Emprefs Mlizabeth had always kept 
them, as well as himlelf, in a wretched flate ; adding, he well remembered that he and 
they were formerly under the care of an officer, who was the only perfon that had ever 
fhewn them any tendernefs or humanity. Korf inftantly demanding, whether he {till 
fhould know this officer, ‘I could not recolleét him at prefent,’ aufwered Ivan, ¢as it 
is fo long ago fince I faw him, and I was then a child, but his name I have not forgot- 
ten, itis Korf’ The General was greatly affected. Ivan had heard of the Great Duke ... 
and his wife*; and as he repeatedly faid that he hoped again to-be Emperor, he wes afked 
in what manner he would then behave to them; ‘1 would have them both executed,’ 
returned the Prince. Peter was much fhocked; he determined, however t, to order 
the conftru€ion of a fmall houfe in the fortrefs for the unhappy prifoner, and propofed 
to treat him in a more humane manner, Prince George of Holftein even advifed Peter 
to reftore the Prince to liberty, to fend him into Germany, together with his father, 
Anthony Ulric, and the reft of his family, and allow them a handfome penfion; but 
the Emperor did not feem to approve the advice {? ~ ; 

To this curious account I am enabled to add an authentic anccdote. Peter had not 
been tong with Ivan before he becaine difpirited and fuddenly indifpofed; he accord- 
ingly quitted the room, and went out into‘the air. “I feel mylfelf now,” {aid he, to 





* Namely, Peter and Catharine. * : - 

+ We may colleét from thefe expreffions, that Bufching fuppofed the houle within the {mall fortrefs to 
have been contiruéted for Ivan, and not for the Emprefs ; but he was probably unacquainted with the cir- 
cumftance, that Ivan was removed to Kexholm the beginning cf June; this removal was perhaps occafioned ~ 
by the defign which the Emperor had formed, of confiaing the Emprefs in the fortrefs of Schluffelburgh. 
When Peter vifited Schluffelburgh the fhell of the houfe was nearly finifhed. ~ ae 5 

$ See Gefchichte des Ruflifchen Kayfers Johann. des Dritten. Bul, H. M. VIL. P+ 530) & feq. © 
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one of his fuite, “ much “refrefhed ; I was indeed, exceedingly fhocked, and very near- 
fainting.’ He then returned into the apartment, and renewed his converfation with 
Ivan, with whom he faid near an hour. - : : 

Peter, it is faid, propofed to releafe Ivan from his imprifonment; and as he had con- 
ceived an idea that, perhaps, policy had induced the Prince to counterfeit idiotifm, for 
the purpofe of difcovering the truth, he ordered a confidential perfon * to remain for 
forme days in Ivan’s apartment. ‘his perfon foon perceived that his b viour was not 
the t of diffimulation ; he at times talked wildly, as if he was really difordered in his 
underftanding ; and frequently with raptures aflerted, that the angel Gabrict appeared 
to lin in vifions, and brought him revelations from heaven. Being afked by this per- 
fon, why he imagined that he had once been Emperor, he replied, ‘I was told fo by 
one of my guards, who locking ftedfaftly at me, burft fuddenly into tears; on my de- 
manding the reafon, he informed me, that he, as vell as the whole nation, had forinerly 
taken the oath of allegiance to me as Emperor y and he then gave me the account of 
my dethronement, and of the acceffion of Elizabeth.” 

Peter, fully convinced that Ivan’s underftanding was difordered, foon relinquifhed all 
thoughts of releafing him; and afterwards ordered him to be fent by water to Kexholm, 
a fortrefs fituated in afmall ifland where the Voxen flows into the lake of Ladoga. He 
was.conveyed acrofs that lake in a imall open boat to a galliot, which lay at anchor to 
receive him at fome diftance from Schiufvlburgh. ‘The wind being boifterous, and the 
water extremely agitated, he at firft trembled with fear, but in a fhort time became com- 
pofed, although there arofea violent ftorm, which the watermen could scarcely weather. 
"The waves indeed ran fo high, that the boat was overfet, and the Prince was not faved 
without the greateft difficulty. In the month of Auguft, Ivan was again removed from 
the fortre’s of Kexholm to that of Schluffelburgh, by order of the Emprefs Catharine. 
‘The carriage in which he was conducted breaking down near the village of Schluffel. 
burgh, he was let through the palace covered with acloak, and thus fettled again in his 
former habitation t. 

This unhappy fate-prifoner was detained in the fame fortrefs until his deceafe, the 
morning of the sth {of July, 1764. ‘Two officers, Captain Viafief and Lieutenant. 
VUchekin, were appointed for his guard, and flationed in his apartment, In the fortrets 
was a company, confifling of near an hundred foldiers, of whom eight or ten flood cen- 
unel in the corridore clofe to the door of his room, and within the paifage leading to it. 
the rest were pofted in the guard houle, at the gate, and in different parts of the for- 

refs, under the command of the Governor, At that time the regiment of Smolenfko 
was quartered in the village of Schluflelburgh, and every week an hundred men relieved 
the guard in the fortreis.  ‘Vaffili Mirovitch, an under-licutenant in this regiment, by 
attempting to releafe Ivan, was the caufe of his death.. He was grandfon of the rebel 
of the fame name, who followed Mazeppa Hetman of the Coffacs, when he revolted 
from Peter the Gieat, and joined Charlcs XII. in his ill-concerted expedition into the 
Ukraine. Mirovitch had applied to the Emprefs to reftore the eftates of his grand- 
¥ which had been confilcated after the battle of Pultava; but meeting with a re- 

5 well in this as in other applications, he formed the defperate refolution of de- 

Ivan; and replacing him on the throne. Beinz, however, without fortune or 
connesions, the means he was enabled to adopt were inadequate to the rafhneis of the 
enterprize. ; 
































* Valkof, who was afterwards governor of Peterfourgh, 
+ Thefe two curious circumitances 1 received from Berednikoff himfelf. 
$0.5. 1GthN,S. ~ . 
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‘A few months before the purpofed time of executing this daring enterprize, he com-” 
“munieated it at Cafan to Apollon Uthakof, a lieutenant in the regiment of Veblki-Luki. 
Thefe two aflociates repaired to the church of the Virgin. Mary, where they took an 
oath of fecrecy and fidelity on the altar, and mixing fanaticifm with treafon, invoked 
the Almighty to affif, and fanéiify their defigns, ‘They alfo joined in. drawiag up a 
manifefto, which they purpofed to diftribute as foon as Ivan fhould be reftored to hberty. 
The execution of this enterprize was delayed until fammer, when the Emprefs was ex- 
pected to be abfent from the capital on aa expedition into Livonia, Soon aficrwerds 
Mirovitch joined his regiment, which was quartered at Schlufciburgh ; but his confe- 
ierate Ufhakof was accidentally drowned, on the 29th of March, in his journey to 
Smolenfko. : ; 

‘Mirovitch, deprived of his affociate, does not appear to have found any other perfon 
in whom he could repofe equal confidence. Tle founded, however, Tikon Cafatkin, a 
Servant of the court; and artfully endeavoured to infufe into his mind rebellious prin- 
ciples, in order-to make him, at a proper feafon, the inftrument of his purpofes. But 
he was fomewhat more explicit with Simeon Tchevaridfef, lieutenant in the corps of 
artillery, to whom he communicated, firft by dark and obfcure hints, and then in fome- 
what plainer terms, a defign of releafing Ivan, and of conduéting him to that corps fta- 
tioned at Peterfburgh. But he mentioned it merelysas a project, without fixing any 
precife time for attempting it, or naming himfelf as the perton who would dare to un- 
dertake it.“ * ee ae Oks a * 

‘With fo little management, and.no precaution in cafe of failure, did Mirovitch refolve* 
to carry his defign into execution; but he was upon duty during a whole week in the 
fortrels, without finding a favourable opportunity. He obferved, however, and feta 
private mark onthe door of Ivan’s apartment, and ‘thewed it to Simeon Tchevaridfef, 
who came from Peterfburgh to vifit him. At the clofe of the week his turn-expired ; 
but he obtained, under fome fpecious pretence, the permiffion of ‘being continued on 
guard on the evening of the 4th of July*. - He did not, however, previoufly gain more: 
than.one commom foldier, whofe name was Jacob Pifkof. It was: not till about ten at 
night that he firft hinted his intention to three corporals and two foldiers, who, though 
they at firft pofitively refufed to join him, yet, by the afliftance of Pifkof, and by his own, 
arttul perfuafions, were at length prevailed upon to favour his defigns ; but could not 
be induced to.a& with that determined refolution which the circumftances required. ‘On 
the contrary, they continued wavering, and alarmed with the danger, propofed to defer 
the enterprize until a more convenient opportunity. Mirovitch at firft artfully appeared 
to yield to their fears ; but between one and two in the morning he fuddenly renewed 
his folicitations ; when, incapable of refifting his plaufible manner, the diftribution he 
made among them of fome money, the promife of more, the éxpeciation of great pro- 
motion, and his authority, as commanding officer, they were induced to fecond his 
attempt. : ‘ ee 

Having thus fecured fix affiftants, he fummoned about forty of the foldiers flationed. 

_in that part of the fortrefs, fome,of whom were afleep, and others upon guard ; aad 
under pretence of an order from the Emprefs, commanded them to load their pieces 

swith ball, and to follow him; and before they were aware of his intention, led them 

towards the apartment of Ivan. In his way he was met by Berednikof the governor. 

This officer had retired to reft, but being alarmed by one of the guards, haftily dreffed 

himfelf, and accofting Mirovitch, commanded him to declare the caufe of the difturbance. 
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Mirovitch returned no anfwer, but firiking him on the forehead with the butt-end of 
his mufket, delivered him a prifoner ‘to fome of his party, and with the remainder ad- 
vanced to a wooden gate, whiclr guatded the paflage leading to the Prince’s apartment. 
He demanded admittance; but meeting with a refufal from the centinels, ordered his 
followers to difcharge their mufkets and force their way; they obeyed, and the centi- 
nels returned’the fire. he foldiers, deceived by Mirovitch, had expedted no oppofi- 
tion ; furprized, therefore, and alarmed at thewefiftance of the centinels, they retired 
with precipitation, notwithftanding all the efforts of their leader, and infifted on fecing 
the order of the Emprefs. | Mirovitch immediately read to them a paper *, which he 
had forged, at the bottom of which he had counterfeited the imperial fignature ; and as ° 
it was no difficult matter to deceive ignorant men, few of whom could read, he pre- 
vailed upon them by entreaties, promifes, and threats, to make a fecond attempt. Dur- 
ing this fhort interval, a cannon was drawn from one of the baftions, which Mirovitch 
himfelf pointed againft the paffage leading to the Prince’s apartment, when the door was 
fuddenly opened, and the whole party fuffered to enter without oppofition. : 

On the firft attempt of Mirovitch, Vlafief and Tchekin had difperfed the affailants 
by ordering the centinels to fire; but when they returned, and Mirovitch, with his 
cannon pointed, feemed determined to force his way, the officers, finding no poffibility ” 
of further refiftance, ‘attacked with their drawn fwords the unfortunate object of this 
conteft,. who had been awakened by the tumult, and had ftarted out of bed. «The 
Prince, though without any weapon, and almott naked, yet, animated with defpair, 
‘made a vigorous defence; he parried their repeated thrufts; and, though. pierced 
through the hand, broke one of their fwords, until overpowered and ftabbed in feveral _. 
places, he was difpatched by a wound in the back. “The officers immediately threw .: 
open the door, and, pointing to the body of Ivan, exclaimed, Here is your Em- 
perot !”.. Mirovitch, beholding the dead body, flarted back in an agony of furprize ; 
foon, however, recollecting himfelf, he made no other attempt ; but returned with 
perfe& compofure to the Governor, and delivering up his fword, calmly faid, Lam 
now your prifonert.” ; : ; : 

On the following day, the body of Ivan was expofed in a fhirt and a pair of drawers 

. before the guard-houfe in the fortrefs, whither an immenfe concourfe of people flocked 


* It is difficult, at this diftance of time, to find out the contents of this paper; but it appeared, from 

the examination of Mirovitch and his aflociates, to have been obfcurely drawn up. Ashe afferted that what 

~ he read to them iffued from the Emprefs, he could not lay open his detign of releafing Ivan; and probably 
the paper contained only an order to take the Prince from the cuftody of Vlafief and Tchekin, who might 
be reprefented as betraying-their truft: this fuppofition is confirmed by the violent abufe which the foldiers, - 
‘on their return to the fecond attack, threw out againlt ghefe two officers. Nikita Lebedef, the next in 
command to Mirovitch, was the only perfon who perceived that the order was counterfeited, and, though 
he did not affiit Mirovitch, he was afterwards punithed for not difcovering the impofition to the mifguided 
foldiers. ~ 

+ Such was the account of this tranfation, which T received from the governor ;. but 1 deem-it a duty’ 
to infert a note from the Earl of Buckinghamfhire'to the Earl of Hardwicke, which relates more circum. 
ftantially the behaviour of Mirovitch. a 

July 26th, 1764, 

‘© The officer then (after having ftabbed Ivan) produced the body to the Lieutenant and his foldiers, and 
told them they might now do with their Emperor what they thought proper. Mirvitz carried the corps 
20 the foot of the guard,-and covered it with the colours, and then, with all his foldiers, proftrated himfelf 
before it, and killed the hands; then taking off his own gorget, fath, and fword, laid them by the body, 
and addrefling himfelf to the Colonel of Korgalow, who was then arrived, and pointing to the body, told 
him, There is your Emperor, yeu may do as you pleafe. Adverfe fortune has blaited my defign. I 
mourn not for my own fate, but for the mifery of my poor fellow foldiers, the innocent vidtims of my 
undertaking.’ He then embraced the under officers, and furrendered himfelf and his foldiers.” 


10 : - from 
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from all quarters. . I was informed by a gentleman *, who was prefent on the occafion, 
that“he found it impoffible to deferibe the animated grief which appeared in the coun- 
tenances, attitudes, and expreffions of the people at the fight of a Prince, who had once 

. been feated upon the throne, whofe misfortune only, and no crime, had, occafioned 
his imprifonment, and whofe wretched exiftence had been prematurely clofed by the 
hand of violence. The concourfe at laft being fo great as to excite apprehenfions of a 
tumult, the body was wrapped in a fheep-fhin, put into a coffin, and buried in an an- - 
tient ‘chapel of the fortrefs, which is now demolifhed. 

_ According to the information I received from thofe who had feen the body of Ivan, 
he was fix feet in height, handfome, and athletic; he had fmall fiery eyes, reddith 
hair and beard, and a complexion uncommonly fair, though pallid from confinement. 

‘The account of this wild enterprife, and of Ivan’s death was forwarded to Count 
Panin, together with feveral copies of the manifefto, found upon Mirovitch. It con- 
tained the moft virulent abufe and dreadful imprecations againit the Emprefs, who was 
reprefented as an ufurper of the throne of which Ivan was the lawful fovereion; and 
the copies were to have been diftributed as foon 2s the Prince fhould be refcued and 
brought to the capital. Count Panin difpatched immediate intelligence to the Emprefs 
in Livonia; who commanded Lieutenant-General Weymar to repair without delay to 
Schluffellirgh, to examine Mirovitch and his aflociates. “Lhis information, together 
with the confejlion of Mirovitch and his accomplices, was laid before a committee com- 
Pofed of five principal ecclefiaftics, the fenate, and of other nobles high in rank and office, . 
“Mirovitch and his abettors, being removed to Peterfburgh, were examined at different 
times before this committee, both feperately and together; and the refult of all thefe 
enquiri¢s tended to fhew, that Mirovitch had not been inftigated to this attempt ; but. 
had originally contrived the plot, and aéted throughout the whole tranfaétion folely 
from himfelf. ° : 

During feveral meetings held on this occafion, Mirovitch‘aftonithed the committee 
by his infolent and undaunted behaviour; at laft, however, he was brought in fome 
meafure to a fenfe of his crime, by the reprefentations of the Archbifhop of Roftof, and 
four nobles {pecially deputed for that purpofe, and being again exhorted to confefs if 
he had any affociates, he firmly replied, “ Asa man devoted to die, I folemnly declare, : 
that my confeflion contains all I know. I call upon the Almighty to witnefs the truth 
of this affertion, and denounce his fevereft vengeance upon me in the next world, if I 
have mifreprefented any circum(tance, or concealed any accomplice.” Being convicted 
of high treafon, he was condemned to lofe his head ; and the body, together with the 
featfold upon which he was to fuffer, were ordered to be burnt upon the fpot. The 
fentence was performed on the 26th of September, in the city of Peteriburgh. . Miro- 
vitch walked to the place of execution along the ftreets, through an innumerable con- 
courfe of people, with an unconcerned air, and fteady countenance. Having mounted. . 
the fcaffold, he caft his eyes around him with a look of indifference, then crofled him- 
felf, and without uttering a fingle wordt, laid down his head upon the block, and i¢ 
was fevered from his body at one ftroke. 

Mirovitch alone fuffered capitally ; his abettors were fubjeéted to different penalties,. 
according to the degroes of their guilt. Pifkof, who was the moft criminal, was fen. 
tenced to run the gauntlet twelve times through a line of a thoufand men, and his five 
afiociates ten times; they were then condemned for life to hard labour and imprifon- 


* Mr. Liemaa. | ; oe 
$ It may not be improper toremark, that Mirovitch was not gagged, as has been falfely afferted. 
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ment ; a fentence heavier’ than death itfelf. It is needlefs'to difcriminate the ponalties 
impofed upon the others, which confifted chiefly in the gauntlet, in degradation, and in 
condemnation to ferve in diftant garrifons.-. It will be fufficient to obferve,-that fifty-five 
delinquents were involved in the guilt of Mirovitch: to thefe muft be added Calatkin 
and ‘Tchevaridfef, who were convicted of holding treafonable converfations with him 3 
and Nikita Lebedef, who was punifhed for not having undeceived the foldiers, by ex- 
pofing the falfty of the order forged by Mirovitch. _ 

Such are the principal faéts which I was able to collect refpeding the life and death 
of Ivan; and] have endeavoured to fate them with perfect impartiality. ‘Phe fame 
regard to truth prevents me from concealing reports induftrioufly circulated, that the 
court not only connived at, but evén encouraged the attempt of Mirovitch. ‘The ac« 
culation is thus fated. Orders were previoufly given to Vlafief and Tchekin to deftroy 
Ivan, if any attempt to releafe him fhould be likely to fucceed, and for the purpofe 
of furnithing them with a pretence’ for difpatching him, Mirovitch was privately’ infli- 
gated to form a copfpiracy in his favour. In fupport of this accufation it is urged : 
i. In the atrack of Mirovitch and hisparty on the guards of Ivan, not one perfou on 
each fide was either killed or wetness a. The conduct of Mirovitch on the failure 
of his project, kis daring behaviour under his trial, and his calm compofure-at the place 

_of execution, are not, on any other fuppofition, to be accounted for. ~“3y-Orders 
were given to Vlafiefand ‘Tchekin for putting Ivan to death ; and they were promioted 
for executing thofe orders. : . ; _ s 
* 1, With refpe& to the firit affertion, we may readily allow the faé& to have beer 
very extraordinary, but by no means improbable. It isa well-known circumftance; that . 

‘in the outfkirts of an army I rge bodies of light troops frequently approach clofe to 
each other, and fire'without ffect. And if this frequently happens in the day-time, 
the probability is ftill further increafed, when we contider that the rencounter in quef- 
tion happened at twoin the morning, and in the midft of a thick fog*. Nor is it extra- 
ordinary that the centinels of Ivan, who were but few, and fome of thefe few fheltered 
in the paflage, and others probably behind the pillars of the corridore, fhould not be - 

-wounded by the random fhots of the aflailants, wavering in their refolutions, and un- 
cértain whether -to comply .with, or difobey, the orders of their leader. ‘With refpect _ 
to the party of Mirovitch, the whole number did not attack in a collegive body ; 
many of them continued at fome diflance ; and they were all fo alarmed at the unex- 
peed return of their fire, that they inflantly difperfed, and probably before all the guards 
had difcharged their mufkets} and as the guard confifted only of eight or ten, as the 
night was dark, and the area large, it cannot be deemed furprifing that they miffed the 
affailants. _ “fo a perfon who has been upon the fpot, and examined the pofition of the 
place, thefe fuppofitions are far from. appearing improbable; whereas, on the other 
hand, if we conclude the whole to have been concerted, we mult allow that every in. 
dividual, on both fides, was previoufly informed that the attack, as well as defence, 
fhould be feigned : a cafe in itlelf impoffible, that a defign of fuch importance, and the 
mode of accomplithing it, fhould be entrufted te fo many, and thofe of no higher rank 
than'common foldiers 7. : . 2. The 


« * The truth of this circumflance has been erroneonfly called in -qucftion ; for I was informed at Schlu& 
felburgh, that almott every morning in furamer a fog precedes fonife, which is naturally accounted for 
fromthe fituation of the ifland on which the fertrefs ftauds, ia a marfay foil, and clofe to the largeft lake 

in Europe. - : : 
+ In reply to this argement, it has been -faid thet the cartridges diftributed to the foldiers on both fides 
svere without balls; but no authority has ever becn-adduecd in fapport of this aflertion, If we could fup- 
: * * % 5 ae 3 = nofe 
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_2 The fecond argument is drawn from the conduét of Mirovitch on the death of 
Ivan, during his trial, and at the place of execution. In regard to his behaviour on 
the death of Ivan, it is objected, that, inflead of attempting-to make any refiflance, he 
calmly, and of his own accord, delivered himfelf a prifoner. To this it may be an- 
fwered, that he had founded all his hopes of fuccels on obtaining poffeflion of Ivan’s 
perfon; the moment, therefore, that thofe hopes were fruftrated by the death of the 
Prince, his fate was decided. He had -great difficulty in. perfuading the foldiers to- 
make the fecond attack, when the Prince was alive ; what affiftance, therefore, could 
be expected from them when they knew that he was dead? ‘They had no other ob. 
ject than to relcafe Ivan, and had even been unwillingly burried on to favour that at-- 
tempt. Could Mirovitch fuppofe that they would defperately aflift him in attacking the: 
officers, and in’ forcing an efcape? And indeed whither could he efcape? He could 
neither conceal himfelf in the fortrefs; nor could he eafily withdraw from the ifland. 
‘He had; therefore,'no other alternative than felf-deftruftion, or an immediate furrender, 
His preference of a furrender may be attributed to impulfe of the moment, or rather 
perhaps to the cool intrepidity of his charaéter.. He had ventured his life and fortunes 
upon one rifk. of extreme hazard, and when that failed him, he knew and was prepared’: 
for the worft, and fullenly refigned himfelf to his fate. But after all, it istoo much to: 
expect that we fhould juttify the conduct of an enthufiaft, in the moment of difappoint- 
‘ment and defpair, on the principles of found judgment and deliberate reafon®. 

* His daring infolence before the committee, and his calm indifference at the place of 
execution, are, it is alleged, not to be accounted for, but on the fuppofition that he 
either endeavoured to prevent the idea of collufion, or becaufe he was fecure of pardon.. 

It is furmifed, therefore, that he was only to lay. down his head on the block, anda. 
‘reprieve was to be ready at the place of execution. ‘To this | Leiefly-anfwer, that it is 
not to be conceived by what promifes aman could poflibly be perluaded to hazard 
himfelf in fo critical a ftate. What could induce him to ritk his life under a momen» 
‘tary {troke, to be given or fufpended by a power interefted in his deftru&tion? For the 
dead betray nothing; and his death would preclude all difcovery of fo infamous a tran. 
faGion., And thele ftrange fuppofitions are advanced, as if no rebel was ever un- 








pofe that the murder was committed intentionaliy, ball-cartridges could not have been withheld from a 
motive of humanity. ‘ 

* Lcannot in this plage avoid citing a peffage from an anonymen 
between Mirovitch and the court: “ Aprcs un fi noble exploit Mef 
corps du Prince affaffiné devant la porte; ct par un effet mir 
Prince Ivan que de nom, le reconnoit dans ce moment ps 
ftrange objection | as if, because Mirovitch was not acquai 
or atleaft believe. the dead body to be his, when the on 
he conceive they had nsurdered an innocent perion, + y with the view of delzding him >” And were not 
the decrs of the apartment thrown open, and he at fall Uberty to fearch and himfelf? Another 
pafiage fromthe fame author muft be mentioned “for its glaring falfity : “ Le coup inaitenda le frappa 
tellement, qu’il temoigue fon repentiret fon affiition a toute fa troupe, fe rend pritovuier 5 ct se toute fa 
garde gui était complice cu meme crime, lui feul qui en eft le chef ef arreté, et lui feul en oft puni?? The reader 
will be able to judge whether the foldiers who affilled Mirovitch were equally guilty with him; and whic- 
ther he was the ondy perfon arretted, and the on/y perfon pu eds Phe author of the ab alevolent 
paragraph did not know, perhaps, that, by the laws of Riffia, capital penalties are feldor Ged 5 ov 
that the accomplices of Mirovitch werefeverely punifhed. We may remind him, that even in the rebellion 
of Pugatchef, that impollor and four of his principal confederates were the ouly perfons who fiiffered death ; 
the other rebels were knooted and condemned to hard Ighour and imprifonment. The caufe muft be very - 
‘pad indeed, when its defenders have recourfe to fuch frivolous objections, and fuch glaring falfehoods. 
fee Pieces concernant la Mort du Prince ivan. 

Re Tae 






author, wl a collufion 
Wiatle? & Pe jettent le 
culeux Mirovitz, qui ne connoiffeit alors le 
ypereur non obfiaut le brouitlard épais.”? A 
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- daunted during trials nor any malefa€tor every met death with firmnefs and even in. 
- difference. 

3. With refped to the third argument, ‘which refts on the previous orders to the 
officers Vlafief and ‘fchekin, their execution of thofe orders, and promotion in confe- 
quence, I clearly and decifively reply, that fuch orders were not peculiar to the guards 
of Ivan; they‘are always given to thofe who are appointed to fecure ftate-prifoners of 
any confequence in Ruffia, During the whole reign of.Elizabeth, this precaution had 
always been taken; and the orders were renewed whenever the perfons entrufted with 
the care of Ivan were changed. 

But, in fupport of this argument, it is further alleged, ‘that the officers were too pre- 
cipitate in difpatching the Prince; they might have conveyed him to fome place of 
greater fecurity, when the confpirators had been repulfed in their firft onfet. But whi. 
ther could they convey him? ‘hey could not conceal him in the fortrefs, or remove 
him from the ifland. “There could be no apartment more fecure than that in which he 
was confined ; and even if they had attempted to remove him, the fhortnefs of the in- 

terval between the firlt and fecond affault would have prevented them. ‘The affailants 
intantly returned as foon as the forged order was read to them, and they returned 
with a loaded cannon. It follows, ther refore, that the officers and centinels found them. 
felves incapable of refiftance, and that Ivan muft have fallen into the hands of Miro: 
vitch ; they had, therefore, no other alternative than to put him to death. Dreadful 
alternative indeed! but which they were obliged to embrace, for the prefervation of the’ 
public tranquillity. If they performed their duty i in.thisemergency, the approbation of 

- their fovereign, and their fubfequent promotion, were the natural, and [ even add, the ©. 
juft confequences, : 

But furely the whole condu& of Mirovitch, his affociation with Uthakof, their oath of * 
fidelity, the violent manifefto again{t the Eimprefs, together with his treafonable inter= . 
courfe with Cafatkin and ‘I'chevaridfef, are evident proofs that his defign was not feign- 
ed, that it originated from himfelf; and had been planned fome time before an opportu- 
nity offcred for its execution. ‘To fuppofe that the Emprefs had formed the projeét of 
deflroying Ivan, that fhe employed Mirovitch as the inftrument, that fhe fecretly pro- 
mifed him his pardon, that fhe fuffered him to go to the place of execution fully fecure 
of a a ee that fhe there deceived him, that fhe punithed his affociates, of whofe © 
criminality fhe was herfelf the immediate caufe, imply fuch an abfurd complication of 
the bafeft fraud and horrid barbarity, that we ought not to liften to the imputation, 
were it founded even on fome degree of probable conjecture; whereas the arguments © 
alleged amount only to mere furmifes and vague fuppofitions ; and are totally refuted by © 

. the moft valid arguments and indifputable teitimony. ‘ 

I cannot clofe this hiftory without annexing a fhort account of Ivan’s fahily. His 
father Anthony Ulric was fon of Ferdinand - Albert, by Antonietta Amelia, fifter of 
Charlotte Chriftina, who efpoufed the Tzarovitch Alexéy: He was brother of Charles 
Duke of Brun{wick, and of that diftinguifhed general Prince Ferdinand. Anthony 
Ulric was born in 17143 in 1733 was betrothed, on his arrival at Peterfburgh, to the* 
Princefs Anne of Mecklenburgh, the prefumptive heirefs of the Ruffian throne. He 
ferved in the campaign againft the Turks, under General Munic, affifted at the fiege of 
Otchakof, and was a true Brunfwick for valour and fpirit of enterprize. On the 14th 
of July 1739, his nuptials with the Princefs Anne were celebrated with great magnifi- 
cence.* On the day of that ceremony, “ * who would have imagined that their union . 


‘i Manftein’s Memoirs, p. 248. 
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would one day produce their greateft misfortune?” and that the Prince was called into 
Ruffia, not to fhare a throne, but a prifon with his confort ? 

The mother of Ivan, Elizabeth Catharine Chriftina, was daughter-of Charles Leo- 
pold, Duke of Mecklenburgh, by Catharine Ivanofna; fhe was born in 1718, and in 
1731 invited to Peterfburgh by her aunt the Emprefs Anne. Having embraced the 
Greek religion, fhe was re-baptized by the name of Anne, and efpoufed in 1739 An- 
thony Ulric. Soon after the birth of Ivan, fhe was not only excluded from the throne, 
but even from any fhare in the adminiftration of affairs during her fon’s minority, by the 
intrigues of Biron, who, upon the acceflion of Ivan, was declared regent. Having, by 
the affiltance of Count Munic, arrefted Biren, the Princefs Anne affumed the regency 
and title of Great Duchefs, and was on the point of declaring herielf Emprefs, when 
Elizabeth feized the reins of governmcnt. 

Upon that revolution this illuftrious couple were fucceflively confined at Riga, Dune- 
mund, and Oranienbaum; from thence they were removed to Solomonfkoi Oltrof, an 
Wandin the White Sea, and finally, to Kolmogori, a fmall town, fituated in an ifland of 
the Dvina, about forty miles from Archangel. Anne had four children by her hufband 
during their joint imprifonment, and died in child-bed at Kolmogori, in March 1746. 
Her body was brought to Peterfburgh, and buried in the church of the convent of St. 
Alexander Neviki. ‘ 

Manftein * has well drawn the weak, capricious, and indecifive character of the re- 
gent Anne; who, with a moderate degree of firmnefs and prudence, might have defeat. 
ed the defigns of Elizabeth; but an anecdote recorded by Bufching, will perhaps dif- 
play, in the ftrongett light, her mild and indolent character. During her confinement 
in the fortrefs of Riga, the Prince of Brunfwick frequently blamed her for having dif. 
regarded the information fhe daily received concerning the attempts of the oppofite 

arty: once in particular he vehemently reproached her for rejecting his advice to ar- 
ret Elizabeth, adding, “ had that advice been followed, you and your family would . 
not have been involved in your prefent misfortunes.” “ It may be fo,”” returned the 
Princefs with great indifference; “ but I fhall never repent of my conduét; and 
itis better as it is, than to have preferved our fovereignty by fhedding a deluge of 
blood f.”’ 

Befides Ivan, fhe left four children, two fons, and as many daughters, who were con- 
fined with their father at Kolmogori. . 

Anthony Ulric-died in 1776, in the thirty-fifth year of his imprifonment, and in the 
fixty-third of his age. He had been long afflicted with the gout, and a year before his 
death was totally blind. 

The place of their confinement at Kolmogori was the bifhop’s ancient palace and 
garden; feparated on one fide from the cathedral by a high wall, and on the other 
furrounded by palifadoest. Within the enclofure, near the entrance, was a barrack 
for the foldicrs who guarded them, commanded by a lieutenant and three inferior offi- 
cers, Another guard, commanded by lieutenant Karikin, was ftationed in the epigeo- 
pal palace, in which the illuftrious prifoners were confiucd ; thele two guards had no 
communication with each other. 





* Memoirs, p. 316, ; 

+ Buf. Hift. Mag. vol. i. p.g2.  Bufching had this anecdote from a favourite maid of honour who ate 
tended the regentin her confinement. 

q Bufching’s Hilt, Mag. vol. xxii. p. 418. 
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The governor of Archangel kept the keys of the gates, and without his permiffion no 
one, not even the phyfictan, if they were indifpofed, could venture to vifit them. From 
the windows of their houfe they were able to defery, towards the fouth-eaft, a fmall 
turn of the river Dvina, and towards the fouth-weft, the high road leading to St. Pe- 
terfourgh. They inhabited the apartments on thé eround-floor, which lead by a fmall 
flight of fteps into a garden, planted with a few birch, and containing a muddy filh- 
pond, furrounded with avenues of trees. - In this fith-pond floated an old and ‘crazy 
boat. They had the ufe of an.old-fafhioned coach, drawn by fix horfes, and attended 
by the foldiers, in which they could drive backwards and forwards along an alley about 
a quarter of a mile within the enclofure. — ¢ : oe 

Thefe illuftrious prifoners, whofe birth entitled them to a better fate, faw no other 
perfons but’ their attendants 5 had no other amufement than to play at whit or ombre, 
and dared not read any thing but books of prayer in the Ruffian language. 

Godovin, governor of Archangel, under whofe infpettion they remained feventcon 
years, treated them with great negleét. He fuffered the houfe and garden to fall into 
decay, furnifhed an indifferent table, and gave no account of the moncy allotted for 
their fupport. But in 1779 they experienced a more favourable change of circum. 
ftances. Melgunef being difpatched by the Emprefs to divide the province of Arch- 
angel into two governments, vifited the prifoners, ‘and was moved with compaffion at 
their forlorn fituation, By his advice the youngeft Princefs Elizabeth wrote to the 
Emprefs, in an artlefs and pathetic manner, and laid before Her Majelty an account of 
their deplorable fituation. Catharine, greatly affected at the perufal,'reflored them 
to liberty, and placed them under the protection of the Queen-Dowager of Den- 
mark. : . 

By her order, Melgunef prepared every thing for their departure; and at two 
-o’clock in the morning, on the 27th of June. 1779, releafed them froia the prifon- 
houfe, and accompanied them to Archangel. On their arrival in the fortre’s, he in- 
formed them of the Emprefs’s gracious intentions to fend them into Derimark. This 
unexpected news at firft filled them with apprehenfions; they miftrufted fome hidden 
danger, and expreffed a defire to remain at Kolmogori with the enjoyment of more li- 
berty. But when Melgunef aflured them, in the ftrongeft terms, of the goodnefs of 
_the Emprefs, delivered to them a valuable prefent of clothes, plate, and diamonds, and 
informed them, that they would be placed under the protedtion of the Queen. Dowager 
_ of Denmark, their aunt, they burft into tears, and falling upon their knees, exprefled 
the warmeft gratitude for this unexpected favour, and offered up prayers to Heaven for 

their kind benefactrefs. 4 
On the 3oth of June they went on board the frigate prepared for their voyage, fet 

fait on the following night, and after a paflage of three months, and being expoled to a 

violent tempeft, reached Berghen in Norway. There they embarked on board a Danith - 

veffel, and landed at Flatftrand, on the coaft of Jutland. Being conveyed to Aalberg, 
they, remained five days with the governor, Count Oflen*, and from thence pres 
ceeded by eafy journies, and fixed their refidence at Horfens, a town of Jutland, 
. fituated at the extremity of a bay of the Baltic, a few miles from the frontiers of | 

Slefwic. ~ ; : ‘ . 

In my fecond tour to the North, in 1784, I purfued my travels to Horfens, from a 
 defire to pay my refpeéts to thefe illuftrious perfonages. On our arrival we waited on 





. 


" * L received thefe particulars from Count Often himfelf, whom I met at Copenhagen. 
- the 
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the principal officer ‘attendant on the Ruffian Princes, and requefted to have the honour 
of being prefented. ' We received a favourable anfwer; but when we expeéted out re- 
quelt to be complied with, we were put off witli. various excufes.. We did not know, 
until we were informed by Mr. Guldberg, whom we had the honour of feeing at’ Aar- 
huus, that by fpecial orders from the court of Denmark no foreigners were prefented to 
them. They were only accompanied by a Ruffian lady, and a prieft and his wife. From’ 
their ignorance of any language but the Ruffian, and their inability to converfe with 
moft of thofe who were placed about them, on their firft arrival at Horfens they ap- 
peared even to regret their prifon at Kolmogori. But they were foon reconciled, and 
became quite delighted with the change in their fituation. ©. |.” 2 
They are ftill a kind of {tate prifoners, though, in comparifon with their former fitua- 
tion, they may bé faid to enjoy perfeét liberty. They never go out without attendants, 
and have not yet been permitted to vifit any family in the town. ‘The gates of their 
‘houfe or palace, as it is called, are carefully clofed in winter at ten, and in fummer at 
eleven.. They amufe themfelves with reading, playing at billiards, cards, riding, and 
walking ; they walk much about the town, and in the environs, and drive out in car- 
riages. ‘The princes often ride, particularly Alexéy, who is fond of that exercife, and 
is faid to be expert. They not unfrequently pay yifits in the country, and dine with, 
the neighbouring families. bey & Dy A Gee 
‘The names of thefe defcendants of the imperial family are Catharine, born July 26, 
1741, Peter, born March 31, 1745, Alexéy, born March 7, 1745, of whom Anne 
died in childbed. This prince is fince dead. Elizabeth, the youngeft fiiter, was. 
»a& woman of high fpirit and clegant manners... On being releafed, fhe wrote a letter of 
‘thanks to the Emprefs, fo well expreffed as to excite admiration. Her father-is faid to 
have inflracted her; but the likewife obtained confiderable. information frem feveral 
oihcers who were. her guards, and whom fhe conciliatéd by her captivatin manners. 
On her arrival at Horfens the poffeffed portraits of her father and mother, auu 3 even. 
conirived to procure a rouble of her brother Ivan ftruck in his fhort reign. Sire alone 
of her brothers and filters could fpeak a little German, and ferved as an interpreter 
between them and Prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick, who more than once vifited his ne- 
phews and nieces, She is reported to have died of chagrin; but, as far as E could 
colleét, her death was occafioned by a violent fever, which was foon attended with a 
+delitium, and hurried her to the grave on the fixteenth day of her iilnefs. - : . 
But though we were unfuccefsful in our attempt ‘to be prefented, we did not quit 
Horfens without fecing their perfons; as on the day after our arrival there was a great" 
fair, and many people were affembled in the market-place, the Princes frequently ap- 
peared at the.windows of their palace. The Princefs feemed pale and thin, the Princes 
were ubout the middle fize, fair complexioned, withdtrong features, light hair, and ex 
prefiive eyes. . . 
As I beheld thefe auguft defcendants of the Tzar Ivan, I felt extreme fatisfation, in: 
reflecting that they were enlarged from the precinéts of a Ruffian prifon; and admired 
the humanity and magnanimity of Catharine the Second, who, above the fulpicions 
of ttate-jealouly, releafed from a long confinement perfons whofe parents had. died in 
priion, whofe brother had once filled the Ruffian throne, and clofed his unfortunate life 
by the hand of violence. ; : ; ” ; 
Having had frequent occafion to mention Count Munic, I fhall here throw together | 


a few anedotes of that extraordinary man, who enjoyed the favour of five’ fove. . 


reigns, who attained, at one period of his life, the higheft honours, and at another was 


cat set be - nA 
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déomed to a rigorous confinement of twenty years, which he fuftained with an unbroken 
{pirit *. 5 

Count Burchard Chriftopher Munie, fon of 2 Danifi officer, was born at New-Hun- 
torf, in the county of Oldenburgh, on the gth of May 1683. He received an excellent 
education, and, in the feventeenth year of his age, entered into the fervice of the Land- 
grave of Heffe-Darmftadt, who, on account of his knowledge in taCtics, conferred on 
him the rank of captain, He ferved his firft campaign in 1701, when the Emperor 
Jofeph commanded againft the French, and was prefent at the fiege of Landaw. In 
1705 he was employed as a major by the Landgrave of Heffe-Caflel, and improved 
himfelf in the art of war under the Duke of Marlborough and Prince Eugene. He 
diftinguifhed himfelf for bis cool intrepidity in feveral engagements and fieges, and par- 
ticularly at the battle of Malplaquet, when, in recompence tor his bravery, he was made 

—Hieutenant-colonel. Being, in 1712, dangeroufly wounded at the battle of Denain, he 
was taken prifoner by the French, and {oon after his releafe in the enfuing year, raifed 
to the command of a regiment. 

In 716 he quitted the Heffian, and entered into the Polifh fervice under Auguf- 
tus IJ., and was foon promoted to the rank of major general; but, in 1721, being in- 
fulted by Count Fleming, the King’s favourite, he went into Ruffia, and was received 

_in the -rioft honourable manner by Peter.. Being charged by that great monarch with 
the execution of feveral important trafts, both civil and military, he fucceffively filled 
the higheft p@'s in the army and flate. He was created marfhal by the Emprefs Anne, 
and pleced at the head of the war department ; he obtained the command of the army 
againft'the ‘Turks, and proved his military talents by his fuccefles in the campaigns of 
1737 and 1738. ; 

Soon. after the death of the Emprefs, he advifed, planned, and executed the arreft of 
Biren, an was rewarded by the regent Anne with the office of prime minilter. Butas 

che wae Vontented at not being appointed gencraliflimo, and as his power and am- 
bition ave umbrage to the court, he requefted permiflion to: refign his employments, | 
and was aftonifhed at the rcadinefs with which his requeft was granted. Initead of re- 
pairing to the Pruffian court, to which he was ftrongly invited, he imprudently remained 
in Ruilia, flattering himfelf with the hopes of being re-inftated in his former dignity, 
and was arrefted on the 6th of December 1741, by order of Elizabeth. The oftenfible 
reafon of his difgrace was, that he had perfuaded the Emprefs Anne to nominate Ivan 
her fucceffor; but the real caufe, as | was informed bya perlon of veracity, who re- 
ceived it from Count Munic himfelf, was that, by order of that Emprefs, he had taken 

~ into cuftedy one of Klizabeth’s favourites. 

Munic was brought before a committee appointed to examine the flate prifoners. 
Being fatigued with repeated queftions, and perceiving the determination of his judges 
to find him guilty, he iaid to them, * Dictate the anfwers which you wifh me to make, 
and J will fign them.” ‘The judges immediately wrote down a confeffion of feveral 
charges, which being fubfcribed by Munic, his mock trial was concluded. Being thus 
conviéted of high treafon, he was condemned to be quartered, but his fentence was 
changed by Elizabeth to_ perpetual imprifonment. For the fpace of twenty years he 
qas confined at elim in Siberia, in an oftrog, or prifon, of which, according to Manftein, 


* | have chiefly extrated this account from the Life of Count Munie, by Bofching, who was intimately 
acquainted with him ; 1 have been enabkd to add a few anecdotes, which I obtained from unquefiionable 
authority. Sce Lebens Gefchichte Burchard Chriftophs von Muenich, In Buf. Hit. Mag. L1T, p. 389 
to 536, : 


, 
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he had himfelf drawn the plan for the reception of Biren. It was an area enclofed with 
high palifadoes, about one hundred and feventy fect fquare, within which was a wooden 
houfe, inhabited by himfelf, his wife, and a few fervants, and a {mall garden, which he cul- 
tivated with his own hands. He received a daily allowance of 12s. for the maintenance 
of himfelf, his wife, and domeftics; which little pittance he increafed by keeping cows, 
and felling part.of their milk, and by occafionally inftruéting youth in geometry and 
enginecring. He behaved, during his long confinement with the utmoft refignation, 
tranquillity, and even cheerfulnefs, He was accuftomed every day at dinner to drink 
to his wife, “a happy return to Peterfburgh.” He had prayers twice a day, from eleven 
to twelve in the morning, and from fix to feven in the evening ; they were read in the 
German tongue by his chaplain Martens, who dying in 1749, the Count himfelf” after- 
wards performed the fervice. Befide the culture of his garden, and the hours he patled 
in giving inftruction, he found fufficient leifure for compofing hymns}; for tranilating 
feveral pfalms and prayers into German verfe; and for writing a treatife on the art of 
war, which he propofed, if releafed from his confinement, to prefent to the King of 
Pruffia. In the laft year of his imprifonment, a centinel informing againft Munic’s fer- 
vants for fupplying him with pens and paper, the Count, in order to prevent difcovery, 
was obliged to deltroy all his writings, the amufements and labour of {o many folitary 
ears. 
p He had always fupported himfelf with the expectation of recovering his liberty at the 
acceflion of Peter the Third; but he was no fooner informed of that event, than, with 
the agitation natural to a perfon in his ftate, he began to dread that his expectation was, 
ill founded. He fuffered, during feveral weeks, the moft alarming anxiety, perpetually 
fludtuated between hope and fear, and often declared that thefe few wecks appeared to 
him much longer than all the former years of his confinement. At length, on the 
morning of the 11th of February 1762, the long-expetted meflenger arrived from Pe« 
terfburgh with the order for his releafe. Munic, who happened to be engaged in his 
prayers, did not perceive him, and his wife made figns to the meflenger not to diflurb 
her hufband. Being informed of his recall, he was fo affected as to faint away ; but 
foon recovering, he fell down upon his knees, and, in the moft fervent manner, offered 
up his thanks for this change in his fituation. On the roth he departed from Pelim, 
and on the 24th of March arrived at Peterfburgh, in the fame fheepfkin drefs which he 
had worn in his prifon. On the 31{t he was admitted to an audience by the Empe- 
yor*:; Peter, after hanging round his neck the order of St. Andrew, and reftoring him to. 
his antient rank, faid to him, “I hope that your advanced age will {till permit you ta 
ferve me.”’—* Since Your Majefty,”’ replied the Count at the conclufion of a long 
{peech, ‘* has raifed me from darknefs into light, and recalled me from Siberia to prof+ 


* An account of his firft appearance at court is contained in a letter from Mr. Keith to the Earl of Bute, 
dated April 2/13, 1762. 

«© Marfhal Muuic was prefented to the Emperor laft Sunday morning, and in the evening the Duke of 
Courland and he appeared together at court with their ribbands, and were both treated by His Imperial 
Mojetty with great marks of ditingtion. It was really an affecting feene to fee thofe two refpectable per- 
fons, after having furvived fo long a courfe of misfortunes, appear again, at their age, at a court where 
they lad formerly made fo great a figure, and to fee them, that being their firft interview, converfe together 
with great civility, and without any appearance of that animofity and jealoufy, which had drawn all their 
unhappinefs upon them. The Duke of Courland’s two fons are both made major generals, and Count 
Munic is declared firft veldt marfhal, Prince George of Holflein having, ina very handfome manner, quitted 
the pas to him. ‘The Emperor, to compliment him, gave for the parole that evening, Vive /e premier veldt 
marfeal de Ruffe. The Duke of Courland is in the feventy-fecond year of his age, and Count Muniic in the 
feventy-ninth of his. 
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trate myfelf before your throne, I fhall always be moft willing to expofe my life in your 


fervice. Neither a long banifhment from the throne of Majefty, nor the climate of Si. 
beria, have been able to damp, in the {malleft degree,. that fire which formerty fhone 
with fech tuftre for the interefts of the ‘Ruffian empire, and the glory of its fovereign.’” 

Muric enjoyed the favour and protection of Peter and Catharine, and died oa the 
16th of O&ober, 1767, in the eighty-fifth year of his age. 


Cuap. XV.—Inpoftors who affumed the Name of Peter the Third, particularly Pugatchef. 
His Origin and Hijtory.— State of the Ruffian Seétaries, and the Mutiny of the Coffacs 
of Vaith favour bis Kebellion.—He affumes the Charaéter of Peter the Third. —Colleéts 
an irregular army.—His Progrefs.—Barbarity.—Weaknefs and Ill-conduc?. —Repeated 
Defeats, and Efcapes, fubfequent Appearance.—Finally routed.—Betrayed by his Adbers 
ents. —Executed at Mofcow. 


ALTHOUGH the body of Peter HI. was expofed to public view in the convent of 
Alexander Nevfki; yet feveral impoftors ftarted up in the diftant regions of the Rul 
fian empire, and paffed for that monarch. . 

The firft was a.fhoe-maker of Voronetz, who appeared under the name of Peter, a 
few years before the rebellion of Pugatchef ; but he was foon taken and executed. - 

The fecond was a deferter from the regiment of Orlof: his name was ‘T'chernichef, 
and he rofe in 1770, in the finall village of Kopenka on the frontiers of Crim ‘Lartary, 
as a corps of troops was marching through that place. Some diffenting prieits, having 
fuborned a number of followers, raifed him upon the altar of the church, and were pre- 
paring to acknowledge"him ; but the colonel of the regiment repairing to the church : 
at the head of a ftrong guard, took him from the altar, and led him to immediate 
execution. 3 a toes ne 

A third was a peafant belonging to the Vorontzof family, who deferting from his 
village, engaged as a common Coflac among thofe who are fettled upon. the Volga at 
Dubofka. "A body of thefe Coffacs marching in the fpring of :772, from Tzaritzin to 
join the Ruffian army. he aflembled them in a fmail poft-houfe fituated in the lonely 
defert between the Don and the Volga, arid declared himielf Peter the Third. Having 
perluaded them to falute hioy Emperor, and take the oath of allegiance, he appoiated 
feveral officers of flate. A few hours after this tranfaCtion, the commander of the troop 
unexpectedly arriving, confounded the foldiers by his prefence, feized the impoitor by 
the hair, and with the affiftance of the aftonifhed Coffacs, bound and conducted him a 
prifoner to Tzaritzin. During his trial the inhabitants, excited by falfe reports of his 
followers, rofe in his favour, and were not without great difficulry difperfed by the 
commander Colonel Zipletof. ‘The impoftor being conveyed to an ifland of the Volga, 
was knooted to death. : wre 

About the fame time a malefaétor, who had be:n.tranfported to Irkutfk, made a 
fimilar attempt, and even gained over an officer who had a penfion from the crown 3 
but his fecret being difcovered, he was allo put to death, : ; 

Yemelka Pugatchef narrowly efcaped the fame fate at his firft appearance. This ex- 
traordinary man, fon of the Coffac Ivan Pugatchef, was borii at Sitnoveifk, a village on 
the Don. He was a common Coffac in the war againit the King of Pruffia, and ferved 
likewife during the campaign of 1769 againft the Turks, He was at the fiege of Ben- 
der; and on‘the furrender of the town, demanded his difiniflion, which being refufed, 
he deferted and fled into Poland: he was there concealed by fome hermits of the Greek. . 

: 6 religion, 
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religion, and afterwards fupported himfelf by begging alms tn the town of Dubranka. 
From thence he repaired to the colonies in Little Ruffia, and continued among the fec- 
taries, who are there eftablifhed in great numbers; but apprehenfive’of difcovery, he 
went to the principal fettlement of the Coflacs of the river Yaik *, and perfuaded fov 
to accompany him to Kuban. Being arrefted at Malekofka for treafonable conver 
he was fent for trial to Cafan; where the indclence of the goveror, and the de! 
bringing him to juftice, gave him an opportunity of efcaping with a priei, who priv 
furnifhed him with money for intoxicating the centinels. . He then went dawn the Vol- 
ga, and up the river Irghis into the defert; and not long afterwards appeared under the 
character of Peter, at the head of numerous infurgents. ‘The peculiar circumftances 
which ferved to favour his enterprize were derived from the religious prejudices of thé 
Rudlian diflenters, and the mutiny of the-Coflacs of the Yaik. 

‘Ube Ruflian diffenters, cailed by the eftablifhed church Koftelniki or feparatilts, dif 
tinguifh themielves by the name of Stareverfei, or old believers. Thefe feétaries have 
becn frequently perfccuted, particularly under Peter I. who compelled them to pay 
double taxes, and wear a badge of diftin@tion.” Perfecution, however, only tended to 
increale their numbers 3 and they are ftill numerous in Siberia, and among the Coffacs 
in the government of Orenburgh, where the rebellion of Pugatchef firll broke out, 
They confider the fervice of the eftablifhed church as profane and facrilegious ; they 
have their own priefts and ceremonies ; and Pugatchef artfully availed himfelf of their 
religious opinions, which he profeffed to efpoufe and proteét. : 

‘The mutiny of a large body of Coffacs operated no lefs in favour of Pugatchef. The 
Coffics of the Yaik, defcended from thofe of the Don, are a valiant race, enthufiatts 
for the antient ritual, and prizing their beards almoft equal to their lives ; they are rich 
irom their confiderable fiferies of fturgeens ; they have alfo acquired a fpirit of inde. 
pendence by being fituated in a defert between the Calmucs and the Kirghefe, who are 
continually at variance with each other, and often with the Coffacs themfelves. During 
the war with the Turks in 1771, fome recruits were required of thefe Coffacs for a corps 
of huflars ; their beards were ordered to be fhaven; and as they oppofed this infringe» 
ment of their liberties, Major-General Traubenberg, a Livonian officer, who was fent at 
the head of a few foldiers to Yaitfk to quell the tumult, imprudently commanded the 
recruits to be publicly fhaven in the midit of the town. The inhabitants, irritated by 
this wanton infult, rofe in arms, wounded feveral officers, mafiacred the general and the 
chief of the Coflacs, and broke into open rebellion. In fpring, General Freyman forced 
Yaitfk, captured feveral ringleaders of the mutiny, and garrifoned part of his troops in 
the town. Many of the rebels made their efcape, and retiring into the defert, chiefly 
































reforted to the marfhy grounds about the lake Kamyfh-Samara, where they derived a. 


fubfiftence from fifhing, and hooting wild boars, and were fupplied by their relations 
with bread and provifions. By thefe means this defperate troop fupported themfelves 
during the fpace of two years, until Pugatchef made his appearance among them. 

On his efcape from prifon, Pugatchef went fecretly to Yaitfk about the middle of 
Augutt, 1773; where he gained over a number of followers among the people, who 
were enraged againft the garrifon, and had fhewn a ftrong difpofition to tevolt, when a 
report was circulated that a new Emperor was coming amongft them ; a report proba- 
bly occafioned by the firft appearance of Pugatchef in thefe parts. Obtaining, at Yaittk, 
intelligence of the late mutiny, he followed the deferters; and having, in Oétober, 

* In order to extinguith all remembrance of this rebellion, thé river Yaik is now called Ural, Yaitik, 
Uralik, and the Coffacs of the Yaik, the Uralian Coflacs. © : 

zi found 
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found a large body employed in’ fifhing, informed them that he was the Emperor, and 
had made his efcape from prifon, where perfons were fuborned to affaflinate him; he 
added that the rumour of his death was only a fiction invented by the court, and that 
he now threw himfelf under their protection. - 

Pugatchef did not bear the fmalleft refemblance to Peter; but founded his hopes of 
gaining belief on the diftance from the capital, on the ignorance of the people, on their 
actual infurreCtion, and above all, on their attachment to their religious prejudices. Kew 
arguments being neceflary to win over thefe Coffacs, already in a flate of rebellion, they 
unanimoufly faluted him Emperor, and offered to facvifice their lives in his defence. 
With thefe, and other bodies of Coffacs, whom he found equally inclined to follow his 
ftandard, he made his firft expedition to the new Polith colonies latcly eftablithed on the 
river Irghis ; where he gave no proof of his fubfequent barbarity, defpoiling the inhabi- 
tants of nothing but arms and horfes. He then prefented himfclf before Yaittk ; and 
after ineflectually fummoning the governor to furrender, gave orders for an immediate 
affault, Being repulfed by the intrepidity of the garrifon, he blockaded the place with 
a view of reducing it by famine; but his attempt was fruilrated by the refolution of the 
governor Rendidorf, and the incredible perfeverance of the garrifon, who refufed to ca- 
pitulate, although they were fo far ftreightened for want of provifions, as not only to 
eat their horfes, but even to feed upon leather. This obftinate refiflance protraéted the 
fiege until Yaittk was relieved. ; 

Pugatchef, baffled in this enterprize, was more fuccefsful in his future operations : 
he led his followers againft the Coflac colonies of Ilets, affaulted and carried, without 
oppofition, the fortrefles of Rafypnaya and Ofernaya, attacked ‘Tatifcheva, where he 
met with greater refiftance; but as the fortifications were only of wood, he fet fire to 
them, and forced the place. A body of troops fent againft him from Orenburg, under 
Colonel Bulof, partly through weaknefs, and partly through mifcondu@, was over- 
powered. Another corps, who in order to join the former, marched from Simbirfk up 
the Samara, under the command of Colonel Tchernichef, arrived too late. Deceived 
by parties of Pugatchef’s followers, they were drawn into the defiles ncar Tchernoret- 
chinfk, and fo fuddenly befet, that they were incapable of making refiftance. In all 
thefe a€tions, the officers who fell into: Pugatchef’s hands, were indifcriminately maf- 
facred; and the common foldicrs were either made prifoners, or joined the rebels. His 
army being confiderably augmented by thefe fucceffes, he ventured to befiege Oren- 
burg, where the governor had not force fufficient to defend the fortifications; and the 
town would have been inevitably taken, had not the garrifon of Krafnagorfk thrown 
themfelves into the place by forcing their way through the befiegers. 

The report.of Pugatchet’s progrefs being diifeminated, the Bafchkirs, a people un- 
fettled under the Ruffian government, declared for the impoftor, and joined him im large 
bodies: their example was followed by many Ruffian colonifts, particularly by the pea- 
fants employed in the mines and founderies of the Uralian mountains *. ‘Lhefe forces 
he either employed in the fiege of Orenburg, before which town he [pent part of the 
winter in aéts of wantonnefs, drunkennels, and cruelty, or fent them to collect money 
from the founderies, and to caft copper guns, and bails. ‘This winter he received a 
powerful reinforcement by the junClion of eleven thoufand Calmuc horfe from the 
neighbourhood of Stauropol, who revolted and killed their commander, Brigadier Veg= 
hezak, Strengthened by thefe acceffions, his troops roved over the whole mountainous 
diftri@ of Orenburgh, where only the {mall town of Upha made the leaft refiftance. 


@ The Ufralien mountains abound in copper mines. 
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He was even advancing to Catharinenburgh, where he would have found copper coin 
to the value of 2¢0,0001. ; buta delay, occafioned by a falfe report that a fuperior force 
was marching againft him, fortunately afforded-time to collect the foldiers {tationed on 
the Siberian frontiers, and cover the place. 

The people were fo greatly attached to the caufe cf Pugatchef, that he never wanted 
provifions or forage. Colonel Michaelfon, to whofe fpirit and adtivity the defeat of 
Pugatchef was principally owing, fuddenly entering a large village at the head of his 
corps, the inhabitants taking him for the impoftor, flocked about his ftandard, and ex- 
claimed, “ We have long expected Your Majefty’s prefence as that of agod*!” The 
Colonel obferved before each houfe a table fpread with bread, milk, honey, and other 
provifions, for the purpofe of regaling the followers of Pugatchef, which were unwil- 
lingly refigned to the imperial troops. 

‘At firft Pugatchef affected the appearance of uncommon fandtity: he frequently wore 
the epifcopal drefs, gave benediétions to the people, renounced all ambitious views for 
himfelf, and expreffed a refolution that, as foon as he had raifed his fon the Great Duke 
to the throne, he would again retire into the monaftery, in which he had found an afy- 
lum. He was alfo adtive and enterprizing, eager to fignalize his arms, and ready to 
feize every advantage which the fituation of the enemy prefented; but incapable of fup- 
porting with equanimity his rapid fucceffes, he began to confider all further diffimula- 
tion as unneceffary ; and his natural temper broke out into the_moft unwarrantable 
exceffes. He maffacred, with the moft favage barbarity, all the officers and nobles who 
were brought before him; and openly avowing an intention of exterminating the whole 
Ruffian nobility, he fpared neither fex nor age. His conduét was as imprudent as it 
was barbarous. ‘Though already married to Sophia, the daughter of a Coffac, by whom 
he had three children, he efpoufed a common woman of Yaitfk, delayed his march 
againft the enemy for the celebration of his nuptials, and exhibited continued fcenes of 
intoxication and riot. 

He was fupported by no perfons of rank or confequence; but, to impofe upon his 
army, fome of his moft confidential adherents aflumed the names of the principal 
Ruffian nobles, and wore the orders of knighthood. By a fignal to his attendants, he 
ordered all the German officers who were brought into his prefence, to be maffacred, 
- order to prevent his ignorance of their language from being obferved by his fol- 
owers. 

During thefe tranfa@tions, General Bibikof, advancing at the head of a very cone 
fiderable army, detached his Major-General, Prince Peter Galitzin, againft the rebels, 
who furprifed Pugatchef with his whole force near Tatifcheva, and worfted him for the 
firft time t. He was clofely purfued and overtaken by Prince Galitzin near Kargula, 
upon the river Sakmara, about the diftance of twelve miles from Orenburgh; he was 
completely routed, his troops were difperfed, and he himfelf, with a few followers, 
narrowly efcaped into the Uralian mountains. Notwithftanding this difcomfiture, he 
colleéted his feattered men, and foon re-appeared with a formidable force on the eat 
fide of the mountains. . He carried feveral {mall fortreffes, and burnt Troitzk; but 
being attacked by Lieutenant-General de Colm, was obliged to retreat a fecond time 
into the mountains. 


* This anecdote 1 had from Colonel Michaelfon himfelf. 

+ This firit defeat of Pugatchef himfelfin perfon happened on the 234 of March, but on the 22d, Colo- 
nel Michactfon, with only one thoufand troops and fix cannon, had routed his general, who called himielf 
Colonel T’chernichef, at the head of fixteen thoufand men, and took forty-two cannon and eight mortars, 
Pugatchef offered a reward of 100,000 roubles fer the head of Colonel Michaelfoa, 
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Rendered defperate by thefe repeated defeats, and defirous of again fignalizing his 
arms by fome brilliant exploit, he fuddenly direéted his march towards Cafan, com. 
mitting in his progrefs the moft dreadful devaftations. Having burnt the fuburbs, he 
laid fiege to the citadel, whither Major-General Paul Potemkin the Governor, and. all 
his attendants, had retired. Forced to raile the fiege, by the approach of Colonel 
Michaelfon, at the head of only twelve hundred troops, he was routed near Cafan, 
after feveral obftinate engagements, which continued with little interruption during 
three days. In thefe engagements fix thoufand were taken’ prifoners, and fo many 
killed, that the peafants employed fix days in burying the dead; and Pugatchef, ac- 
companied by only three hundred weli-armed Coffacs of Yaitik, who were the moft def 
perate rebels, fled acrofs the Volga. But he was afterwards joined by large hodies of 
Cofacs and Bafhkirs ; while illarmed peafants ilocked to his ftandard from confidera- 
ble diftances. In this manner the impoftor feemed to gain ftrength from. his loffes ; 
and derived fuch delufive hopes from the number of his troops, which occafionally 
amounted to feventy thoufand men, that he even formed the refolution of proceeding to 
Mofcow, where one of his emiffaries had raifed a fpirit of fedition among the common 
people. But apprehenfive, left, as peace was concluded with the Lurks, part of the 
army onthe Danube might be employed againft him, he changed his plan of opera- 
tions, 

He marched down the Volga, routed at Dubofka a party under the command of 
Baron Dies, ftormed Penfa and Saratof, where the Governor elcaped only with fifty 
foldiers, obtained pofeflion of Demitreffk by treachery, and executed the commander. 
Near that fortrelfs, the affronomer Lowitz, who was employed in fevelling the projected 
canal between the Don and Volga, was murdered in a moft inhuman manner. In this 
inftance, infult was added to cruelty ; being informed that he was an aftronomer, Pu- 
gatchef wantonly ordered him to be transfixed upon pikes, and raifed in the air, that he 
might be nearer the ftars ; and in that fituation ordered him to be maflacred. © 

But the enormities of this monfter were foon clofed by a fate which he had long de- 
ferved. The court, no longer embarrafled with a Turkith war, was able to turn its 
whole attention towards crufhing this diftant rebellion; and Count Peter Panin, who 
had diftinguifhed himfelf by the capture of Bender, was fent againft the impoftor. 
Panin, moving towards the Volga, detached feveral troops to the affiftance of Colonel 
Michaelfon, who compelled Pugatchef to raife the fiege of ‘T'zaritzin, drove him towards 
‘Ychernoyarfk, cut off his provifions, and finally attacked him unawares as he was march- 
ing with his half-ftarved multitude, embarraffed with a large train of loaded carriages 
and women. ‘The rebel army, furprized in a defile between two ridges of mountains, 
which run towards the Volga, was entircly routed; many were cut to pieces ; more, 
endeavouring to efcape, were forced down the fteep precipices with their horfes and 
carriages, and the greater part of the remainder furrendered at difcretion. Pugatchef, 
after many defperate efforts of valour, efcaped, with a few of his principal followers, by 
fwimming acrofs the Volga, and retired through the defert towards the river Ufem, 
where he began his expedition. Here he was gradually deferted by his followers, who 
were worn out with mifery and hunger, and was at lait betrayed by thofe in whom he 
placed the greateft. confidence. Tvogorof, a Coffac of Iletz, and “Tchumakef and 
Fidulef, Coffacs of Yaitfk, were induced by the promife of a pardon to betray him. 
One of them reprefented to the impoftor, that furrounded as he was by the enemy, he 
could entertain ne hopes of fafety ; and he advifed him to refign_himfelf into the hands 
of the Ruffians, on condition of pardon. Pugatchef, enraged at this propofal, drew his 
dagger, and attempted to ftab the author of fuch daftardly advice; but his companies 
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inflanily difarmed, bound, and conduéted him prifoner to a corps of troops pofted on 
the river Yaik, under the command of General Suvarof*. He was conveyed to 
Mee Yaittk, 


*® This was the celebrated General, who has fince been fo juilly diflingnithed for his military exploits. 

Alexander Vaflilievitch Suvarof, defcended from a Swedifh family ennobled in Ruffia, was born in 17305 
and at the age of twelve enrolled in the Ruffian army. He made his firft campaign againit the Proffians 
in 17593 became brigadier in 1768, and firft diftinguifhed himfelf as a general againit the confederates in 
Poland, in 1771, when he obt@ined the order of St. Alexander Nevéki for his military fervices. 

He afterwards fignalized himfelf on various occafions, too numerous to be repeated. and clofed his * 
military carecr by his attonifhing campaign againft the French in Italy, and his no lefs ailonifhing retreat 
over the Alps of Switzerland. 

Several accounts of his life and chara€ter have been already given to the public; and Iam happy to have 
it in my power to add fome authentic anecdotes of his dilgrace and death. 

After the unforturate battle of Zuric, Suvarof was feized with a dangerous illnefs, probably occafioned 
hy the violent fatigue he had undergone in his paflage through Switzerland. The news of his indifpofition 
had no fooner reached Peterfourgh, than a phyfician (Dr. Vifchart) was difpatched to attend him; orders 
for his return were at the fame time forwarded ; and it was figuified tc him, that apartments were prepared 
in the palace for his reception, and that he was to receive the fame honours as the imperial family. 

Suvarof, fulpeéting the intention of the Empeftr to fecede from the alliance, pleaded ill-health to remain 
at his poft, and reprefented, in {trong terms, the neceflity of an immediate re-inforcement. Thefe repre- 
fentations ill accorded with the viewa of Paul, who had conceived a violent difguft ayainft the Houfe of 
Auttria, Orders being again difpatched to Suvarof to return, he repeated his remonftrances; but at length 
commenced his march, moving by flow ftages, and fixed his winter quarters in Bohemia. At lait a courier 
from St. Peterfburgh arrived with pofitive commands to return to Ruffia without delay ; and acquainted 
him, in terms ftrongly marking the high difpleafure of the fovereign, that the apartments dellined for him 
in the palace were already difpoted of, and that his prefence was not neceffary in the capital. 

Yrom this moment his intelle&ts were fenfibly affected. Notwithftanding the efforts of his phyfician, he 
perfifted in travelling inceffantly ; -and on the days in which his fever intermitted, underwent fuch fatigue 
as thofe in health could not bear without inconvenience. 

At length reaching Peter(burgh, he was. obliged to take refuge in a fmall houfe fituated in an obfcure 
quarter of the town, and, belonging to a diftant relation, of the name of Quaftof. On the night of his 
arrival, according to the information of a perfon who faw him, his appearance was humiliating and af- 
feGting ; he was wan and emaciated, more refembling a corpfe than an animated being ; his intelle&ts were 
difordered, but his underflandiag returned at intervals, and he occafionally recollected, and {poke affec- 
tionately to many of thofe who were prefent. 

The medicines which were adminiftered, and the repofe which he enjoyed after his fatiguing journey, 
rellored his faculties, and he gave « proof of the fingularity of his difpofition, and the independence of his 
fpirit, by the manner in which he received a meflage from the Emperor Paul who two days after his arrival, 
fent his favourite and prime-minifter, Count Raitofsin, (who had been formerly a fubaltern in his regi. 
Ment) to inquire after his health. He affected to difbelieve that Raftofsin was prime-minilter, becaufe he 
appeared in the new military coftume, and when his quality was repeatedly declared, at length pretended 
to apologize, and faid he had miftaken him from his jack-boots for an officer of the police. In the 
courfe of the converfation, he fuddenly apoftrophifed the minifler by his chriflian name, and faid, furely 
you were an under officer in my regiment. Raftofsin replying in the affirmative, Suvarof exclaimed, 
“ happy Ruflia! whofe minifters are drawn from every ftation. In other countries, indeed, the employ- 
ments of ftate are filled by thofe who have been bred up in the details of office, and grown grey in the fer. 
vice. But Ruffia is above thefe antiquated prejudices !”” 

"A perfon who vifited him two days before his death, found him totally childifh ; he amufed himf{elf 
with giving away eftates which he did not poffefs, as well as in making imaginary gifts of Perfian horfes, 
and rich furs, which thofe to whom he diitributed his largeffes pretended to receive with great acknow- 
ledgments of his liberality. *- 2 

In this melancholy ftate, he continued till the hour of his death, which happened on the 18th ef May. 
His body was laid in ftate in the houfe where he died, andthe room was fo fmall as fearcely to adinit fufe 
ficient {pace for the canopy, and for the numerous cufhions on which his different orders of knighthood 
were placed. All ranks of people crowded to vifit his vemains, and the enthofiaftic attachment of the 
Ruflians to their general was as great at this period, as in the midit of his victorious career, rotwithftand- 
ing the difapprobation of the fovereign. 

‘The indignation of the Emperor, which had been firft excited by his bitter farcafms againft the new 
military fyfiem, ard his delays in marching back his troops, was increafed by his treatment of Ratftofsin, 
and furvived his deceafc. The funeral of Suvarof completed his fingular and unmerited difgrace: after 
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Yaitik, and delivered to Count Panin at Simbirfk, who fent him, with his principal 
aflociates to Mofcow; where hearrived in the month of November 1774. On his ex- 
amination, he acknowledged all the circumflances of his impofture, and was publicly 
beheaded in the city of Mofcow, on the 21ft of January. His body was then quartered, 
and expofed in different places. 

Nothing can place the humanity of the Empréfs in a ftronger light, than that, at the 
conclufion of a rebellion which almoft fhook her throne, the impoftor Pugatchef was 
not put to the torture *; and that only he and four of his principal confederates fuf- 
fered death. 


Cuap. XVI.—D-feription of the Knoot.—Penal Laws of Ruffia—~Abolition of capital 
Punifbments by the Edi& of Elizabeth.— Remarks on that Edi&.— Abolition of Torture 


e the profent Emprefs.—Her Majefty’s Anfwers to the Authors Queries. on Prifons— 
utlines of the new Regulations. —heir Excellence and beneficial Tendency. 


ONE morning, as I ftrolled through the ftreets of Petérfburgh, near the market- 
place, I obferved a large crowd of people, and on inquiring the caufe of this concourfe 
was informed, that the multitude was affembled to fee a felon, who had been convicted 
of murder, receive the knoot.. Although I naturally fhuddered at the idea of being a 
{pedtator of the agonies of a fellow-creature, yet curiofity overcame my feelings. I pe- 
netrated through the crowd, and afcended the roof of a wooden houfe; from whence I 
had a ditin€ view of the dreadful operation. The executioner held in his hand the 
knoot t: this inftrument isa hard thong, about the thicknefs of a crownepiece, and 


three 





having been honoured by every diftinGtion a fovereign could beftow, after being prayed for in the chapel 
of the court, together with the imperial family, after being made a prince’of the empire, and generaliflimo 
of all the forces, a rank equal to that poffefled by the Emperor himfelf, and after having condudted a 
brilliant and vi@orious campaign, he was buried without common military honours, A few foldiers from 
a marching regiment attended the proceffion inftead of the battalions of guards, no artillery was allowed 
excepting fome fmall pieces of cannon, which feemed to burlefque inftead of adding dignity to the ceremony, 
and even the caparifoned horfe was forbidden to be led. The populace felt and difplayed their indignation 
at this infulting and ftudied difrefpea& : but the vigilance of the police obliged. them to murmur in fecret ; 
and ina fhort time all feemed to have been forgotten, excepting by thofe who were able to appreciate the 
merit of Suvarof. 

The refentment of the Emperor did not confine itfelf to the remains of the deceafed hero, but extended 
to his family His fon, who, in confideration of his father’s fervices, had been fuddenly raifed to the rank 
of major-general, was totally deprived of his military character, and reduced to the poft of chamberlain, 
which he held before his elevation, and his marriage with the daughter of the Duke of Courland was 
broken off, by the interference of the court. 

It appears from recent accounts, that the Emperor Alexander has attempted to compenfate for the neg- 
le&t of Paul, by ere@ing the ftatue of Suvarof in the imperial garden at Peterfburgh. 

* When I vifited the prifon of Mofcow, 1 faw feveral horrid inftruments, which had been made to 
torture Pugatchef, but which, by the Emprefs’s pofitive orders, were uotufed. L’Evefque, who is fel- 
dom miftaken, is therefore wrong, in afferting that he was racked to death. Ji perit du fupplice de la 
voue.”” Vol v. p. +43- 

+ The following are the exaét dimenfions and weight of a knoot, which I procured in Ruffia, and 
which is now in my poffeffion. 

Length of the thong 2 feet ; breadth of the top 2 of an inch; at the bottom $.—Thicknefs *,—Length 
ef the platted whip 2 feet Circumference of ditto 2} inches.—Diameter of the ring 1 inch and >,—~ 
Length of the leather {pring 3 inch and £,—Length of the handle 1 foot 24 inches.—Length of the whole 
5 fect 5 inches and j.-Weight 11 ounces. : ron 
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three quarters of an inch broad, and tied to a thick plaited whip, which is connetted, 
by means of aniron ring, with a fmall piece of leather faftened to a fhort wooden 
handle. ; 

‘Lhe executioner, before every ftroke, receded, and at the fame time drew back the 
hand which held the knoot ; then, bounding forwards, he ftruck the flat end of the thong 
on the naked back of the criminal in a perpendicular line, reaching fix or feven inches 
from the collar towards the waift. He began with the right fhoulder, and continued 
his ftrokes parallel to each other quite to the left fhoulder; nor ceafed till he had in- 
flicted three hundred and thirty-three lafhes, the number prefcribed by the fentence. 
At the conclufion of this terrible operation, the noftrils of the criminal were torn with 
pincers, his face was marked with a hot iron, and he was re-conducted to prifon, in 
order to be tranfported to the mines of Nerfhinfk in Siberia. 

As feveral authors have erroneoufly defcribed the punifhment of the knoot, I have 
been thus particular in relating what fell under obfervation; and I fhall take this oppor- 
tunity of making a few remarks on the penal laws of Ruffia. 

By the antient f{tatutes, felons, as well as traitors, were publicly executed ; but by an 
edi& of Elizabeth, corporal penalties were, except in fome cafes of high treafon, fubiti- 
tuted in the room of capital fentences ; a circumitance peculiar to the Ruffian code. 

According to the prefent penal laws, offenders are punifhed in the following manner, 
Perfons convicted of high treafon are either beheaded or imprifoned for life. Felons, 
after receiving the knoot, having their noftrils torn and their faces marked, are con- 
demned for life to work in the mines of Nerfhintk. Petty offenders are either whipped *, 
tran(ported into Siberia as colonifts, or fentenced to hard labour for a ftated period. 
Among the colonifts are included peafants, who may be arbitrarily configned by their 
matters to banifhment t. : 

All thefe perfons are tranfported in {pring and autumn from different parts of the 
Ruffian dominions. They travel partly by water and partly by land, are chained in 
pairs, and faftened to a long rope. ‘When the whole troop arrives at Tobolfk, the 
governor afligns the colonifts, who are verfed in handicraft trades, to different matters 
in the town ; others he difpofes as vaffals in the neighbouring country. The remain- 
der of the colonifts proceed to Irkutfk, where they are diftributed by the governor in 
the fame manner. The felons are then conveyed to the diflriét of Nerfhinfk, where 
they are condemned to work in the filver mines, or at the different forges, 

‘Travellers, who vifited Ruffia before the reign of Elizabeth, uniformly concurred in 
relating the various modes of public executions, and in reprobating the feverity of the 
criminal laws. But though we may join with every friend to humanity in rejoicing that 
many of thefe dreadful punifhments no longer exift; yet we cannot affent to the high 
encomiums paffed on the fuperior excellence of the penal code fince the edi&t of Elie 
zabeth, which is fuppofed to have totally annulled capital condemnations. 

From this fuppreffion of capital punifhment in all inftances excepting treafon, Eliza- 
beth has been reprefented, not only by the lively Voltaire, but even by the fagacious 
a 

The reader will judge of the great force which the fkilful executioner can give to this inftrument, 
when informed, that if he receives a private order, he can difpatch the crimmal by ftriking him two or 
three blows upon the ribs, 

* ‘There are three inftruments for whipping in Ruffia: the knoot, the katze, apd the plett, both of 
which latter are a kind of cat-o?-nine- tails. 


+ Their matters are empowered to infli€ this punifhment, only affigning the offence. Black 
Jacks 
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Blackftone *, as a pattern of legiflative clemency. Though the infliGion of death for 
offences, which ought not to be capital, is too frequent in many countries; yet Eliza. 
beth’s modification of the criminal laws is perhaps‘no lefs exceptionable, in point. of 
policy and expedience, than illufive in regard to its f{uppofed lenity. 

For fhould we even erroneoufly-imagine, with fome authors, that the edict has been 
literally obeyed, and that, during the fpace of forty years, xot one criminal fiuffered death 
throughout the vaft empire of Ruffia; furely this lenity to the moft atrocious crimes 
mutt be confidered as extremely injurious to fociety. As a denunciation of death is, 
to the generality of mankind, the moft formidable prevention of crimes, the removal 


* Voltaire thus expreffes hinfelf upon this edict © LL? Iimpératrice Flinabeth a achewd, par la elémencey 
Pouvrage que fon pere comm.nga par Tes loix. Cette indulgence a été méme douffee a un point, dont it n’y @ point 
exemple dans Phi toire d'ancun peup-e. Elle a promis, que pendant fon vegne perfonne ne ferait puni de mort, 
a@ tenu fa promeff?. Elle off la premi*r: fouverame qui ait ainfi refpeaé tla vie des hommes. Les malfaiteurs ont 
été condamncs aux mines aux travinx publics: leurs charimens font dev-nas utiles al’érat ; inftitution non 
moins fage que humaine. Partout ailleurs on ne fait que tuer un criminel, avec ap:sreil, fans avoir jamais 
empéché les crimes. La terreur de la mort fait moins @impreffion peut-étre {ur des méchants pour It pla- 
part fainéants, que la.crainte d’un chatiment & d’un travail pénible qui renaiffent tous les jours.” Hitt. de 
Raffi, p. 120 . 

Sir William Blackflone makes the following remark upon the fame prohibition. : 

“¢ Was the vat territory of all the Ruffias worfe regulated under the late Emprefs Elizabeth, than under 
her more fanguinary predeceflors? Is it now, under Catharine IT,, lefs civilized, lefs focial, lefs fecure ? 
And yet.qwe are aired, that neither of thefe illuftricus Princeff-s have, throughout their whol: adminifiration, in- 
fiidied the penalty of ¢ ath; and the latter has, upon full perfuation of its being ufelefs, way, even perni- 
clous, given orders for aboiifbing it entirely throughout her extenfive dominions,” Commentaries, vol. iv. 











p. to. : 

And lately L’Evefque, ‘¢ Les grands crimes ont commencé 4 devenir plus rares fous ce regne, ot perfonne 
nia été puni de mort.” Hilt. de Ruffie, tom. v. p. G2. 

Voltaire afligns, as the grounds of his encomium on Elizabeth’s fuppreffion of capital punifiment, two 
reatons: 1, Che permanent chaftifement which entails on the offender a long continuance of hardthips and 
mifery, haga greater effect on the multitude, than the fummary pangs of death. 2. The prefervation of 
mmalefaétors is fubfervient to public emolument. 1. On the firft reafon I thal briefly remark, that the horror 
of diffolution has been repeatedly obferved in the generality of mankind to preponderate beyond any other 
terrors; and if we could devife a punifhment more terrible than death, this new punifhment, in order, to 
work its ¢fe& upon vulgar minds, ought to be inflicted within the reach of vulgar obfervation, aud not in 
the remote region of Siberia. For can we fuppofe that the lower clafs of mankind, who are governed by 
their fenfes, receive any {trong impretlion from the cafual report of Set endured at a great diftance ? 
2. Voltaire’s fecond reafon for his applaufe of Elizabeth’s edit, namely, the profit which the community 
derives from the labour of a malefa@tor whofe life is fpared, will hardly be allowed to hold good in regard 
to murderers; for if capital punithments be really the moft efficacious prevention of crimes, they will 
neceflarily form a ftronger bulwark round the lives of orderly citizeas than any other penalties, The le- 
giflator, therefore, who fubverts this fecurity with a view to the emolument of the ftate, aGtually revives the 
old barburous cuftom of weighing the life of man in a fcale againft pecuniary advantage, with this material 
difference, however, in favour of that barbarous cuitom, that the latter affigned the price of blood to the 
relations of the perfon whofe blood had been fhed, and who kad a more immediate claim, than the commus 
nity at large, on any compenfation made by the offender. . : 

Judge Black ftone intimates his doubts concerning the fuperior efficacy of capital punifhments over other 
penalties in the fhape of a query. Was the vaft territory, &c. Bunt no reader can perhaps anfwer this 
queltion in'the negative; nor could the fagacious author himfelf anfwer it in the affirmative, For can it 
be decifively determined, except by a collection and comparifon, during a longeferies of years, of felonies 
refpedtively committed under the two different modes of jurifprudence? and judge Blackflone does not pre- 
tend to have formed hie theory on this ground, But after all, this reafoning {uppofes a faét which in re- 
ality does not exilt, that no criminal has fuffered capitally fince the acceffion of Elizabeth ; the fallacy of 
which affertioris, I flatter myfelf, abundantly proved in the text. 

L entered Ruffia fally prejudiced in favour of the notion, that no perfons were ever punithed with death. 
J was firt undeceived by a foreign gentleman, to whom I addreffed the queftion, Whether there were any 
capital executions in Ruflia? «* Malefactors, indeed,” he returned, * are not beheaded or hanged ; but 
are net unfrequently knooted to death.” ~ : : i 
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of this falutary terror withdraws a material fafeguard from the lives and property of 
worthy citizens, and diminifhes that fecurity which they have a right to claim-from the 
protection of the laws. ; . . : 

The moft benevolent perfon will probably entertain no extraordinary veneration for 
this boafted abolition of capital punifhment, when he retleéts, that though-the criminal 
laws of Ruffia do not /iterally fentence malefactors to death, they ftillconfign many to 
that doom through the medium of punifhments in fome circumftances, almoft afluredly, 
if not profeffedly, fatal, which mock with the hopes of life, but in reality protraét the 
horrors of death, and embitter with delay an event which reafon and humanity with to 
be inftantaneous. For when we confider that many felons expire under the inflition, 
or from the confequences of the knoot; that feveral are exhaufted by the fatigue of 
the long journey to Nerfhinfk *, and that the forlorn remnant perifh prematurely from 
the unwholefomenefs of the mines, it will be difficult to view the doom of thefe unhappy 
outcafts in any other light than that of a lingering execution, In effeét, fince the pro- 
mulgation of the edict, a year has never paffed in which many atrocious criminals, though 
legally condemned to other penalties, have not fuffered death. And indeed, upon a 
general calculation, perhaps it will be found, that notwith{tanding the apparent mildnefs 
of the penal code, not fewer malefaétors fuffer death in Ruffia, than in thofe countries 
wherein that mode of punifhment is appointed by the laws. It is therefore evident, 
that capital penalties are virtually retained, although the chief utility refulting from. the 
terror of death is confiderably diminifhed. 

The panegyrifts of Elizabeth would have entertained fome doubts concerning her 
boafted clemency, had they recolleéted that fhe ftill retained a horrid procefs for the 
purpofe of extorting confeffion from perfons charged with treafonable defigns. The 
arms of the fufpected perfon being tied behind by a rope, he was drawn up to acon- 
fiderable height; from whence, being fuddenly precipitated and fuddenly checked, the 
violence of the concuffion diflocated his fhoulders, and in that deplorable fituation he 
underwent theknoot. ‘To this dreadful engine of barbarity and defpotifm, Elizabeth 
gave unlimited fcope: during her whole reign it was applied even at the difcretion of 
inferior and ignorant magiftrates, and was not abolithed until the acceftion of Catharine, 
who has prohibited the ufe of torture. 

Although the fovereign is abfolute in the moft unlimited fenfe of the word; yet the 
prejudice of the Ruffians in regard to the neceflity of torture (and a wife legiflator will 
always refpect popular prejudices, however abfurd,) was fo deeply rooted by immemo- 
rial ufage, that it required great circumfpeétion not to raife difcontents by an immediate 
abolition of that inhuman practice. Accordingly, the cautious manner in which it was 
gradually fuppreffed, difcovered as much judgment as benevolence. In 1762, Catha- 
rine took away the power of infli€ting torture from the vayvodes, or inferior juitices, 
by whom it had been fhamefully abufed. In 1767, a fecret order was iflued to the 
judges, that whenever they fhould think torture neceflary to force confeffion, they 
fhould lay the general articles of the charge before the governor of the province for his 
confideration ; and allthe governors had received previous dire€tions to determine the 
cafe according to the principles laid down in the third ¢ queftion of the tenth chapter of 
inftructions for a code of laws; wherein torture is proved to be no lefs ufelefs than 
cruel. This, therefore, was a tacit abolition of torture, which has been fince formally 

* Four thoufand feven hund:ed and feventy-fix miles from Peterfburgh. 

4 Quelion WT. © La guefion ne bleffect-elic pas la jujlice, et conduit-ell'c an but, Sc? See Inflractions-de* 
Catharive IL, &c.-p. sito, 


and 
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and publicly annulled. The prohibition of this horrid fpecies of judicature throughout 
the Ruffian empire, forms a memorable era in the annals of humanity. 

At Mofcow and Peterfburgh I vifited the prifons, of which [ have given an account 
in a former publication*. In this place I fhall only remark-in general, that the Em- 
prefs, informed of my refeatches in relation to prifons, with a condefcenfion peculiar to 
her character, permitted me to deliver to Count Ivan fchernichef, vice-prefident of the 
admiralty, a lift of queries, on fome of which I received information, by Fer orders, 
from her beft-informed governors}, and others fhe even condefcended to anfwer her- 
felf. Her anfwers I fhall here fubjoin, with a full conviction, that obfervations even 


of lefs moment would be rendered acceptable by the authority of fo diftinguithed 2 


character. 


Queries upon the Ruffian prifons, deliver- 
ed to the Empreis. 


1, Is there any general plan for the con- 
Srruction of prifons, and their interior diftri- 
bution? and are they ufually fituated in the 
fuburbs, and near the running water? 

2. What precautions are taken, in order 
to keep the prifons clean, and to prevent epi- 
demical diftempers ? 


3. Is there a feparate infiPmary for the 
ch? 
4. Are petty offenders kept apart from the 
felons, and are the felons alfo feparated from 
each other? 


5. Are the prifoners permitted to pur- 
chafe fpirituous liquors, and do the jailors fell 
them? 


6. Are female criminals put in irons ? 


Anfwers ditated by the Emprefs to her 
fecretary, and fent to the author. 


“© 1, There has been hitherto no gene- 
yal plan for the conftru€tion of prifons, 
nor rules for their diftribution and fitua. 
tion. 

“9, There is no more regulation for 
the cleanlinefs of the prifons, than for 
their conftruétion and fituation, By an 
abufe favourable to the prifoners, they 
are in many places permitted to go to the 
baths. It is probable that the cold alone 
prevents epidemical diforders. 

“3. Not every where. 


«4, Although it is prefcribed by the 
ancient laws that a felon, fentenced to 
death, fhali be kept in a feparate room, 
called the chamber of repentance, never- 
thelefs, there are no where chambers of 
that defcription. 

“5, Every fpecies of food is fold in the 
prifons, but the jailor cannot fell fpiritu- 
ous liquors, and that for two reafons: 
Firft, becaufe fpirituous liquors can only 
be fold by thofe who farm the right of 
vending them from the crown. Second- 
ly, which is very extraordinary, there are 
no jailors { to any of the prifons, although 
the laws make mention of them. 

“6, The laws are filent upon this 
head. So that whenever this cuftom is 
practifed, it muft be reckoned among thofe 


* Account of the prifons and hofpitals in Ruffia, Sweden, and Denmark. 
+ Lhave made ufe of thefe papers in the treatife mentionedgin the lait note. 
$ The prifoners are guarded by foldiere. 
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ge Is the fate of eriminals condenmed to ~~ 
‘labour are tranfported: fer murder they: 


hard. labour ever mitigated in cafe of reform- 
ation? Do they’ wear any badge of infamy, 
and is it tajgit away upon good behaviour ? 


Sag: 


innumerable=abufes which. ought te be 
abolifhed *. 2 
% ™, Criminals condemned to public 


are branded im the face with a hot iron, 
&c.; fome are chained, others have their 


noftrils torn, and, unlefs up®n a general 
or particular amnefly, they receive no 
mitigation. 

«© §. The laws fettled indeed certain 
times for this purpofe; but as a great 
number of different affairs and trials were 
decided in the fame tribunal, the courts of 
criminal juftice were very dilatory in their 
proceedings. 

“ See the manifelto of t775, at the 
head of the Regulations t, &c.”’ 


8. Are there fixed times and places in the 
feveral provinces for the trial of criminals ? 


** New plan for the Ruffian prifons, to be introduced into each government. 


* 1. To divide the prifons into civil and criminal. 2. The criminal prifon fhall be 
diftributed into three parts. ‘The firft for criminals before and during trial; the fecond 
for perfons fentenced to confinement for a ftated time; and the third for felons capi- 
tally convi€ted, condemned to perpetual imprifonment, or to the public works, 
3, Each part fhall be feparate, one for the men, the other for the women, 4. There 
fhall be an infirmary for fick prifoners. 5. ‘Hke prifon hall be conftructed without 
the town, in an airy fituation, and near the water.” 

It cannot be otherwife than a fubject of pleafing refleCtion, that this great Princefs 
thus condefcends to contemplate and alleviate the fufferings of even the wretched vic- 
tims to public juftice ; but how much more will our veneration be encreafed, when we 
confider her as erecting the glorious fuperftructure of national happinefs on the firm 
bafis of equal legiflation ? 

The Emprefs, at her acceffion, found the Ruffian code of laws a rude and indigefted 
chaos, and faw the immediate neceffity of reformation. The courts of juftice were re- 
gulated by the ftatutes of Alexey Michaelovitch t, extremely defective both as to order 
and precifion; and by the vka/és or imperial mandates iffued by Peter and his fuc- 


* The original paflage, which is in the French language, does not admit of a literal tranflation ; 

“ Les loix paffint fous filence ce point : ainfi ce que pourroit fe faire a cet égard peut cire compté parmi Pinombrable 
guantité des abus. Ces abus font pour la plupart autant de cloux qu'il faut tirer du corps politique de Petat oi on 
ses trouve.” , 

+ Reglements de Sa Maj. Imp. pour Padminiftration des gouvernements, &c. : 

£ The‘earlieft regular code of written laws was formed in 1542, by Ivan Vaffilievitch LI. from prece- 
dents and ancient cultoms. The ftatutes of Alexéy Michatovitch, alluded to in the text, were chiefly 
sompoled from the above-mentioned code, from the mandates of the fovereigus fubfequent to Ivan Vaifilic- 
vitch II., from the decifions of the boiars, who in thofe times prefided in the high courts of juice, and 
from the Byzantine laws or edits iflued by the Greek Emperors of Couftantinople. ‘The new ftatutes 
compiled from thefe fources, with a few additions, being in 1650 read in the Tzar’s prefence, were printed, 
zn@a copy fent into each province, * 

See Statuta Mofchovitica in Herberfteini Itin. in Mofchoviam; alfo Von Juftiz-Wefen in Haygold’s 
Beylagen, p. 379+ > be 
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ceffors, uncommonly numerous, and in many important points contraditory to each 
other. ; : 

‘The vaft empire of Ruffia was diftributed into a few extenfive governments; each 
government was fubdivided into provinces, and each province into diftricts, or circles. 
Over each government wa’ a governor, over the provinces a wayvode and his officers, 
who formed a chancery; over the diftricts an inferior wayvode, or jultige of peace. 
‘The abufes tefulting from this diftribution are fufficiently detailed in a paflage, from the 
manifelto of the Emprefs prefixed to the firft part of the new code*: 

“¢ We find that many governments are not fufficiently provided with tribunals or offi- 
cers of juftice, in proportion to their extent ; that not only the affairs of the treafury 
and police, but alfo civil and criminal caufes, are tried in the fame court in which the 
adminiftration of the government is carried on. Nor are the provinces and diftriéts 
lefs fubjeét to fimilar inconveniencies; as the fole chancery of the wayvode is the only 
court which has cognizance of fo many and fuch different affairs. ‘The diforders re- 
fulting from thefe circumftances are but too evident. On one fide delays, omiffions, 
and vexations, are the natural confequences of fo incongruous and defeétive a conftitu- 
tion; where one bufinefs impedes another ; and where the impoflibility of terminating 
matters fo various in the fole chancery of the wayvode occafions procraftination, neglect 
of duty, and admits only a partial difpatch of bufinefs. On the other fide, thefe delays 
generate chicanery, and encourage the commiffion of crimes; becaufe the punifhment 
does not follow the tranfgreffion of the Jaws with that celerity which is neceflary to re- 
prefs and {trike terror into offenders ; while endlefs appeals from one court to ano- 
ther are perpetual ob{tructions to jultice.” 

But the greateft evil to the lower clafs of people arofe from the enormous authority 
of the inferior wayvode, who, though wfually a perfon of low birth, and totally ignorant 
of the laws, yet could not only impofe punifhment for petty offences, but had even the 
power of ordering the knoot, inflicting torture, and tran{porting to Siberia. Hence, per- 
fons fufpected of crimes were detained in prifon feveral yeass without being brought to 
a final trial, were tortured without fufficient proof, and frequently more than once. 

Many fovereigns fince Alexéy Michaelovitch, particularly Peter I. framed projedts for 
amending the Ruffian jurifprudence, but never carried it into execution, The com- 
pletion of this arduous undertaking was referved for Catharine II. ; who, in 1767, fum- 
moned deputies to Mofcow from every part of her extenfive dominions, and having 
appointed commiffioners for compofing a new code of laws, delivered to them her Grand 
Inftru@ions+, written by Her Imperial Majefty in the true fpirit of genuine legiflation. 
In conformity to thefe inftrudtions, the firft part of a new code appeared in 1775, anda 
fecond part in 1780, and it has been received in many of the new governments into 
which the Ruffian empire is divided. Many abufes have been removed by thefe new 
inftitutions ; and many ftill exifting are to be abolifhed. 

‘Though an ample detail of thefe regulations falls not within the compafs of the pre- 
fent work ; -it is to be hoped that the cvriofity of the public will be in fome meafure 
gratified by enumerating the moft ftriking peculiarities in this extenfive plan, which has 
modified the whole fyftem of government. 


® Reglements de Catharine II. &c. p. vii. : 

+ “ Inftrudtions de Catharine 11. pour la Commiflion chargée de dreffer le Projet d’un Nouveau Code de 
Loix.? St. Pet. 1769. Thefe inftre@ions have been tranflated into moft modern languages, and into 
Englith by Tatifchef, a Ruffian gentleman, to which is prefixed, a defcription of the manner of opening 


the commiffion, with che order and rules for eleQing the Commiffioners appointed to frame a new code of 
te: Pete «| tele RARRERS (ny Eee: CEG, Agee PROMS ON PN > MRS, pn an 
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The empire, divided by Peter the Great into nine extenfive governments, is now 
diftributed jnto a larger number *, each upon an average containing only from three to 
four hundred thoufand males. One or more of thefe governments is {uperintended by 
a Nameftnick, or lord-lieutenant, and each has a vice- governor, a- council, civil and cri- 
minal courts of judicature, fome of whofe members are appointed by the fovereign, and 
the othersghofen by the nobles. By this inftitution Catharine has in fome initances, 
circumfcribed her prerogative, by diminifhing the power of thofe tribunals which were 
only dependent upon the crown, or transferring it to the nobles, and invefting them 
with many additional privileges with refpect to the adminiftration of juftice. By intro- 
ducing likewife into each government fuperior tribunals, whofe decifion is final, the has 
preventec frequent appeals to the imperial colleges at Peterfburgh and Mofcow, which 
were attended with confiderable expence and delay. By eftablifhing or feparating the 
different boards of finance, police, &c. from the courts of law, which before impeded 
each other by meeting in the fame place, fhe has facilitated the difpatch of bufinels, and 
rendered the adminiftration of juftice more fpeedy. She has increafed the falaries of 
the judges, who, from the narrownefs of their income, were expofed to almott irrefiftible 
temptations from bribery ; or, to ufe her own expreflions to the judges, in her, cele- 
brated edict, «« Formerly your neceflities might have induced you to be too attentive to 
your own interefts; your country now pays your labours, and what before might admit 
of fome excufe, from this moment becomes a crime.” 

To thefe regulations muft be added the abolition of torture; the eftablifhment of 
proper boundaries between the governments, which has prevented many diffenfions and 
law-fuits; the appointment of regular phyficians and furgeons, in various diftriats, at 
the expence of the crown; the foundation of fchools, and the eltablifhment of new 
feminaries for thofe intended for holy orders;, the erection of new bodies corporate 
with additional immunities; the grant of freedom to numberlefs vaffals of the crown ; 
and the means taken to facilitate the emancipation of the peafantry. But of all the 
plans, none is more ufeful and praife-worthy than the eftablifhment of fchools in every 
government, formed on the moft comprehenfive fcale and liberal principles. 

An academy is eftablifhed at St. Peterfburgh for the inftruction of two hundred ftu- 
dents, defigned to be matters of the provincial fchools. It is provided with profeffors 
of hiftory, mathematics, rhetoric, and natural hiftory; with a German matter, and a 
drawing mafter. The ftudents are felected from the different feminaries of the Ruffian 
empire, and, as they have received their education as priefts of the regular clergy, un- 
derftand Latin. ‘They are twenty years of age, and are to remain at Peteriburgh three 
years ; during which period they are inftructed in hiftory, geography, the various 
branches of natural philofophy, and natural hiftory. They are all boarded, lodged, and 
inftruéted at the Emprefs’s expence. At the conclufion of this term their places to be 
fupplied by others, and they will be diftributed in the different parts of Ruflia. Two of 
thele ftudents will be eftablifhed in the principal town of each government; one as 
teacher of mathematics, the other of hiftory, geography, and natural hiftory. Each 
ftudent, thus eftablithed, is to inftru& other ftudents as preceptors of the fmaller {chools 
in the lefler towns. The regulation of this ufeful eftablifhment is entrufted to a com- 
mittee confifling of five members, who have the fuperintendance of the whole. 


* The fir provinces ere&ted into governments, according to the new inftitution, were Tver and Smo- 
lenfko, in January 1776. Thofe which have been fince eftablithed, either before or during my refidence 
in Ruffia, were in the following order: Novogorod and Kaluga, in December 1776; Plefcof, Yaroflaf, 
and Tula, in December 17773 Polotfk and Mohilef, in May 1778; Refan, Volodimir, Koftroma, 
and Orel, in December 1778; See aliit of the governments, Book vi. chap i. p. 339. 
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Thus, the great fchools in the principal towns will depend on the academy of Peter! 
burgh, and each {chool in the fmaller towns.on the principal fchool in each govern. 
ment; a {cheme, which if carried into execution, will-effeGually promote the interior” 
civilization of this vaft empire. . 

Such are the outlines of thefe excellent inftitutions. How far, or in what degree, 
they may operate upon a people fo widely difperfed, and of fuch different manners and 
caftoms, can only be proved by time and experience. But though they may fail in 
producing al/ thofe advantages which the fpeculative reafoner might expect, yet they 
mutt be attended with moft beneficial effeéts ; as fufficiently appears from the.flourilhing 
ftate of thofe provinces in which they have been already admitted. If it be allowed that 
many evils have been reformed, and many improvements introduced, it cannot at the 
fame time be fuppofed that the national manners fhould be fuddenly changed, or that 
the moft abfolute fovereign can venture to fhake thofe fundamental cuftoms which have 
been fanétioned by ages. It is furely fufficient if the abufes are remedied, as much as 
can be expected in fuch a country; where the va{t difproportion of rank and iurtune, * 
and the vaffalage of the peafants, render it extremely difficult, if not impoffible, to 
eftablith at once an impartial admini(tration of juftice. : a 

Ruffia, with refpect to the vat mafs of people, is nearly in the fame ftate in. which 
the greater part of Europe was plunged during the eleventh and twelfth centuries; 
when the feudal fyftem was gradually declining ; when the unbounded authority of the 
land-holders over their flaves was beginning to be counter-balanced by the introdu@tion 
of an intermediate order of merchants; when new towns were continually erecting,. 
and endowed with increafing immunities, and, when the crown. ventured to give freedom 
to its vaffals. 


Cuap. XVI.—Inguiry into the prefent State of Civilization in the Ruffian Empire-—Di- 
wvifion of the Inhabitants into Nobles, Clergy, Merchants, and Burghers.— Peafants.-— 
Privileges granted to the Merchants, Burghers, and Peafants.—State of Vaffalage. 


, MUCH has been written concerning the great civilization which Peter the Great. 
introduced into Ruffia; that he obliged the people to fhave their beards, and relinquifh 
their national drefs; that he naturalized the arts and fciences, difciplined his army, 
created a navy, and made a total change throughout his extenfive empire. We may 
readily admit the truth of this eulogium with refpect to his improvements in the difct- 
pline of his army and the création of a navy ; for thefe were objets within the reach of 
his perfevering genius: but the pompous accounts of the total change which he is faid 
to have effected in the national manners, feem the mege echoes of foreigners, who never 
vifited the country, and who colleéted the hiftory of Peter from partial information. 
For though amation, compared with itfelf at a former period, may have made a rapid 
progrefs towards improvement; yet, as the exaggerated accounts which I had heard 
and read of the great civilization diffufed throughout the whole empire led me to expe 
a more polifhed ftate of manners, I muft own I was aftonifhed at the barbarifin in which. ° 
the bulk of the people ftill continue. Iam ready to allow that the principal nobles are 
as civilized, and as refined in their entertainments, mode of living, and focial intercourfe, 
as thofe of other European countries. But there is a wide difference between polifhing 
a nation, and polifhing a few individuals. The merchants and peafants {till univerfally 
retain their national drefs, their original manners, and, what is moft remarkable, the 
greater part of the merchants and burghers of the large towns, even. the citizens of Pe- 
9 : terfburgh 
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terfburgh and Mofcow, refemble, in their external appearance and general mode of liv. 
ing, the inhabitants of the fmalleft village; and notwithftanding the rigorous édicts 
iffued by * Peter I. the far greatér number ftill wear their beards; being {carcely lefs 
attached to that patriarchal cuftom than their anceltors, when the fine for mutilating a 
finger was rated at 1s. 3d.; that for cutting off the beard, or whifkers, at 4s. 1od. t. 

In faét, the peafants, who form the bulk of the nation, are ftill almoft as deficient in 
the arts as before the reign of Peter, although the fciences have flourifhed in the capital. 
But the civilization of a numerous and widely difperfed people is not the work of a 
moment, and can only be effe€led by a gradual and almoft infenfible progrefs. 

If from thefe general refle€tions we diltin@ly confider the different claffes of fubjects 
in the Ruflian Kmpire, we fhall be enabled to form fome probable judgment concerning 
the prefent ftate of civilization. 

The inhabitants may be divided into four orders: nobles and gentry, clergy, mer- 
chants, burghers, and other freemen, and peafants. 

The three firft include almoft all the free tubjects of the empire, and the latter all the 
vaffals-or flaves. ‘ : 

I. The firft order comprehends the nobles and gentry: the fole { perfons who, in 
the true fpirit of feudal defpotifm, have a right to poffefs land; but inftead of appearing 
themfelves, according to the tenure of that fyftem, at the head of their retainers, are 
now only expected to ferve in the army, and obliged to furnifh recruits in proportion to 
the number of their vaffals. 

In Ruffia, as in the Oriental governments, there is fcarcely any diftin@tion of ranks 
among the nobility, excepting what is derived from the fervice of the fovereign. Even 
the eldeft fons of thofe perfons, who have been raifed to the moft confiderable honours 
and higheft employments, excepting the advantages which they undoubtedly retain of 
facilitating their promotion by a ready accefs to court, do not derive any folid benefits 
from their birth, like thofe which the peers of England, the grandees of Spain, or the 
dukes, who are peers of France, enjoy from their hereditary defcent. The importance 
of a noble family of large property and official honours, is almoft annihilated on the 
death of the chief; becaufe his property is equally divided among his fons; and be- 
caufe titles, though allowed to be hereditary, do not, independent of the fovereign’s 
favour, contribute much to aggrandize the poffeffors; that of a prince, a count, ora 
baron,,.conveying in themfelves little perfonal diftinction, unlefs accompanied with a civil 
or military employment. 

Before the zra of Peter the Great, the only title in Ruffia, excepting that of boyar, 
which fignified privy-councellor, and was not hereditary, and other appellations annexed 
to civil employments, was that of Anzaes, which was elteemed fynonimous to prince.. Pers 
fons who aflumed this tithe were dafcended, or pretended to be fo, either from the dif- 
ferent collateral branches of the reigning family, or from fome Lithuanian Princes who. 


* «TL ordonna aux Ruiles de quitter Phabit long et 1d barbe. Une amende fut impofée anx amateurs 
obftinés de l'ancien ufage Bien des Ruffles, et furtout les Rozkolniks. regardaient le changement d‘habit 
comme an renoncement 2 la religion, et difaient qu’il valaient mieux perdre la téte que la barbe: ils farent 
obligés de payer un droit pour n’étre pas rafés, et ils recevaient un jetton qui leur fervait de quittance, 
Souvent ala cour on énivrait les vieux boiars, et on leur taillait la barbe d’une maniere fi ridicule, quils 
etaient obligés de garder la chainbre pendant plufieurs mois, on de fe faire rafer. On attachait aux portes 
des villca un modeile du nouvel habit, et on rognait la robe de ceux qui ne voulaient pas payer ; on les rafait. 
malgré eux dans les rues.’ L? Evefque, iv. pe 157. 

t Haygod, i. p. 337. | : 

f$ Catharine, ia confirming the immunities of the nobles, decreed, “ Que le droit d’acheter ou de vendre 
des terres feroit propre ou particulier aux feuls nobles.”? Le Clese, p. 472. 

eftablifhed 
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eftablifhed themfelves in Ruflia in the fourteenth or fifteenth centuries; or from the 
numerous Tartar nobles who became fubjeéts to Ivan Vaffilievitch Ti, and his immediate 
fucceffors; or from feveral Polifh and other foreign families, who {ettled in this empire. 
In procels of time the number of thefe Princes increafed fo confiderably, that, accorde 
ing to Lord Whitworth, no !lefs than three hundred were common foldiers in Prince 
Mentchikof’s regiment of dragoons, Though Peter the Great, in imitation of cther 
European courts, introduced the titles of count and baron, and his example has been 
followed by his {ucceffors, yet neither thele titles, or that of knaes, have been efteemed 
a fufficient aggrandizement, becaufe the greateft favourites of the fovereign have been 
occafionally created, by the Emperor of Germany, princes of the Roman empire; as 
Prince Mentchikof at the requeft of Peter, and Princes Orlof and Potemkin, during the 
prefent reign *. 

According to the fyftem introduced by Peter I, but which has gradually been core 
rupted as it has receded from its fource, every perfon takes precedence from his military 
rank; he muft rife in regular gradation, and before he can be an officer, mult have 
ferved as a corporal or ferjeant. But this ordinance is eafily eluded ; frequently in- 
fants are made ferjeants and corporals, and it is not neceflary to have ferved even one 
campaign in order to obtain precedence, as it may be conferred by civil offices. Al- 
though the law of Peter 1. which compelled each nobleman or gentleman, under pain 
of degradation, to ferve in the army, was abolifhed by Peter Ui}; yet the effeéts ftill 
fubfift. No one under the rank of a major is permitted to drive more than.two horfes; 
under that of brigadier, more than four: a nobleman of the highelt fortune and diftinc. 
tion, who has never been in the army, is not allowed, excepting by the fpecial permifs 
fion of the crown, to ufe in the capital a éarriage drawn by more than one horfe, while 
a merchant may have two. Thereare various methods, however, of procuring military 
dignity, and the privileges annexed to it. Amongft others, a chamberlain, for inftance, 
to the fovereign, ranks as major-general ;_ tHe office of a fecretary, in the different de- 
partments of government, confers the rank of an officer, and the contributor of a certain 
fur to the foundling-ho(pital at Mofcow, obtains the rank of a lieutenant. Thefe re- 
gulations, and the eafe with which military rank is acquired, has induced a German, 
fettled in Ruffia, to exprefs himfelf with fome humour in the following manner: “A 
nobleman is here nothing; his fituation in the army alone marks the value of his ex- 
iftence. A phyfician has the rank of major, and dares, as a {taff-officer, put four horfes 
to his carriage, while others can only drive two; an apothecary in the imperial fervice 
has the rank of a captain; his apprentices that of enfigns; and the two furgeons of the 
diftri&t bear the ravh of lieutenant {.”? Bet however ridiculous thofe promotions may 
appear, yet they are founded on principles of the foundeft policy: for as, by a decree 
of Peter the Great, every officer is noble during his life, and the children of a ftaif-officer 
are clafled among the nobility, any in{titution tending to increafe the number of this 
order of men, who alone are entitled to poffefs land, cannot fail of being highly bene- 
ficial to fociety. On their own eftates the nobles and gentry are almoft uncontrouled, 
having abfolute authority over their vafials, 


%* Allo Prince Befborodko and Prince Zubof. 

+ The Abbé de Chappe, in a remark upou the abolition of this law by Peter ITI. is guilty of a ridicu- 
Yous miftake, when he fuppofes, that before this decree the nobles were faves. About a week after his ace 
ceffion to the throne, Peter went to the fenate, and declared, « that he had granted the privilege of freedom 
to the nobility.” This miftake arofe from an omiffion in his decree, in which the nobles were only deciared 

ree, without the addition of fo ferve, or nat to ferve, at they thought proper. See Antidote, p. 148 to 150. 

t Schloetzer’s Briefwechfel for 1781, p. 365. 

I. The 
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Il, The next.order of fubjects is the clergy. © 

Thave already had occafion to mention the origin and fuppreffion of the office of pa- 
triarch, who was formerly the head of the Ruffian clergy. Peter finally abolithed that dig. 
nity in 1719; but inftead of formally declaring himfelf the head of the church, he prudent. 
ly configned the chief ecclefiaftical authority to a tribunal which he called the Sacred Sy- 
nod, which was in effect fubfervient to him, as all its members took an oath, acknow- 
ledging him as their fupreme judge. The fynod is compofed of the fovereign, who is 
prefident ; a vice-prefident, who is generally the metropolitan archbifhop, and a num- 
ber of counfellors and affeffors. 

The clergy are divided into, 1. Regular, or monks; and 2. Secular, or parith priefts. 

1. The principal wealth of the church is centered in the monatteries, which formerly 
had eftates to the amount of 400,cool. per annum; and, like the other land-holders, 
enjoyed uncontrouled authority over their peafants, who are equally bondf{men as on 
the poffeffions of the laity. ‘The Emprefs has annexed thefe church-lands to the crown, 
-and in return grants annual penfions to the hierarchy, the dignified clergy, and the 
monks. The archbifhops and bifhops receive each about 1,000l. or 1,200l. per annum, 
and the fubordinate ecclefiaftics in proportion. Soon after this regulation, many of 
the monafteries were fuppreffed ; and the members in thofe which were fpared, were 
confiderably reduced as well by the prohibition to admit more than a certain number, 
as: by limiting the age of noviciates. The abolition of monafteries mult be acknow- 
ledged a beneficial circumftance in moft. countries; yet one evil is to be apprehended 
from it in Ruffia: they were the only feminaries of education for thofe perfons defigned 
for the facred function; and the monks are, if I may fo exprefs myfelf, almoft the fole 
proprietors of the learning which fubfifts among the clergy. But, moft probably, the 
ill effets which may be expected from the fuppreflion of fome convents, will be com- 
penfated by the improvement introduced into the adminiftration of thofe which are- 
continued, and by the fchools. lately eftablithed in various parts of thé empire for the 
education of ecclefiaftics. 

All the dignitaries of the church are chofen from the order of monks; thefe are 
archbifhops and bifhops, archimandrites or abbots, and igoomens or priors. “The 
epifcopal order in Ruflia is diftinguifhed by the different titles of metropolitan, arch- 
bifhop, and bifhop. The titles of metropolitan and archbifhop are not attached to the 
fee; but are, at prefent, merely perfonal diftinétions conferred by the fovereign, which 
give the poffeffors no additional power, and fearcely any precedence *.”” 

The monafteries are governed by archimandrites and igoomens; and the nunneries, 
fuperintended by abbeffes. 

2. The Ruffian parith-priefts are called papas, or popes; a word fignifying father, and 
indifcriminately applied in the early ages of Chriftianity to all ecclefiaftics, until it was 
confined to the Bifhop of Rome by an edi&t of Gregory VII. " The members of the 
Greek communion, however, did not obey this order, and the priefts of that perfuafion 
are {till diftinguifhed by the appellation of pope. 

The parochial clergy, who may, and ought to be, the moft ufeful members of fociety, 
are in Ruflia the refule of the people. It is literally true, that. many of them cannot 
even read}, in their own, language, the Gofpel which they are commiffioned to preach; 
but deliver from memory the fervice, a chapter of the New Teftament, or part of a 


* Dr. King on the Greek Church, p. 272. 
This fhameful ignorance is certainly lefs common than formerly ; as the bifhops are more cautious in 
ordaining {uch improper perfons, 


homily,. 
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homily, which they repeat every Friday and Sunday. Noor is it in the leaft furprifing 
that fome are fo illiterate, when we confider the fcanty maintenance which they derive 
from their profeflion. Befide the furplice fees, which in the pooreft benefices amount 
to 4l. per annum, and in the moft profitable to but 2ol.; they have only a wooden 
houfe, fcarcely fuperior to that of the meaneft among their parifhioners, and a fmall 
portion of land which they ufually cultivate with their own hands; while the higheft 
dignity to which they can ever attain, as long as they ‘continue married, is that of a 
protopope of a cathedral, whofe income fcarcely exceeds 2ol.a year. As the parifh- 
priefts are undoubtedly the principal fources from whiclt inflruction mutt be generally 
diffufed among the lower clafs of people, if they, who ought to enlighten others, are fo 
ignorant, how grofs mult be the ignorance of their parifhioners! In no inftance, per- 
haps, has the Emprefs contributed more towards civilizing her people, than by inititut- 
ing feminaries for the children of pricfts, by endeavouring to promote among the clergy 
a zeal for liberal fcience, and to rouze them from that profound ignorance in which 
they are plunged *. : ; 

The monks are not permitted to marry, while the parith-prielts are compelled to take 
a wife as a preliminary to ordination ; and if their wives happen to die, they may enter 
into a convent, and become dignitaries of the church. They cannot engage inafecond . 
marriage unlels they beconié laymen ; neither can they continue parith-priefts without 
ghe exprefs permiflion of a bifhop. The children of the fecular clergy are all free: 
their fons are ufually brought up for orders, or employed in the fervice of the 
church. ; a 

_ All the clergy wear long beards and long hair, which flows down their thoulders, 
without being tied or curled. Their drefs is a fquare bonnet, and a long robe of a 
black or dark colour, reaching to the ancles. The fecular and regular priefts ufe, in 
fome inftances, a different habit, and the dignitaries of the church are diftinguifhed by 
a more coltly veftment t. 

I cannot forbear mentioning that, during the five months we paffed at Peterfburgh, 
and in our daily intercourfe with the nobility and gentry, I never once faw in company 
a fingle perfon of the facred profeffion. It muft be allowed, indeed, that the parifh- 
priefts are, for the moft part, too low and ignorant to be qualified for admiffion into 
genteel focieties; while the dignitaries, being a feparate order, and reftrained by ftrict 
regulations, refide chiefly in their palaces within the monafteries; and contract an 
averfion, perhaps an unfitnefs, for focial intercourfe. This general charatter of the 
Ruffian hierarchy does by no means comprchend all the individuals; as fome of them, 
with whom I occafionally converfed, were men of liberal manners and enlightened un- 
derftandings {. . - 

The third divifion of Ruffian fubjes comprehends that intermediate clafs of men 
between the nobles and peafants, which is thus defined by the Emprefs, in the fixteenth 
chapter of her inftru€tions for a new code of laws. 


* An inftance of Her Majefty’s zeal in this particular fell under my obfervation. When I vifited the 
prefs of the Holy Synod at Mofcaw, three volumes of fermons were printing in the Ruffian tongue ; they 
were tranflations, by the Emprefs’s command, from the beft Englith, French, and German authors, of 
thofe principally which contained a clear difcuffion of the moral duties. Thicy were to be diftributed among 
the parochial clergy, who had orders to read them occafionally in the time of divine Service. 

+ See prints of the feveral ecclefiafical dreffes in King’s State of the Greek Church in Ruffia, 

The dignitaries occafionally dine at the tables of the nobility upon days of great ceremony, as on that 
of St. Alexander Neviki, when I met the Archbifhop of Roftof at Prince Volkonfki’s, See vol. ibook 
ij. chap. ii, . 
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*¢ This clafs of men, worthy to be mentioned by us, and from whom the country 
may promife itfelf great advantages, when it fhall have received a ftable form, and which ~ 
has for its end the encouragement of good morals, and the love of induftry, is the mid- 
dle flate. ‘This ftate, compofed of freemen, belongs ncither to the clafs of nobles nor 
to that of peafants. All thofe who, being neithcr gentlemen nor peafants, follow the 
“arts and iciences, navigation, commerce, or exercife trades, are to be ranked in this 
clafs, In this clafs fhould be placed all thofe who, born of plebeian parents, fhall have 
beef brought up in fchools or places of education, reglious or others, founded by us 
or by our predeceffors. Alfo the children of officers, and of the fecretaries to-the 
chancery. But as this third eftate is fufceptible of different degrees of privileges, which 
we do not mean to detail in this place, we fhall only here open the way for a more 
ample examination.” 

Although, before the reign of Peter the Great, certain bodies of merchants enjoyed 
peculiar privileges, which raifed them above the condition of peafants, yet thefe were © 
few, and thcir advantages, confidering the immenfe monopolies in the hands of the 
crown, and the oppreffion under which they laboured from the power of the great, ex- 
tremely precarious. Peter, who during his travels perceived the utility of a third 
eftate for the purpofes of commerce, made many regulations with this view, which, 
though excellent in themfelves, yet being not adapted to the ftate of property in Ruf 
fia, did not anfwer the end propofed. Among thefe regulations, he endowed fonte | 
free towns with certain privileges, which were afterwards augmented by Elizabeth. 
But thefe privileges were confined to Peterfburgh, Mofcow, Aftracan, Tver, and a few 
other great provincial towns; and all the inhabitants, even merchants not excepted, 
were not diftinguifhed from the peafants.in two inftances, which are confidered in this 
country as indelible marks of fervitude; they were fubjeét to the poll-tax, and to be 
draughted for the army and navy. Catharine has exempted the-body of merchants © 
from thefe two inflances of fervitude, has encreafed the number and immunities of the 

_ free towns, and permitted many of the crown peafants, and all free men, to enrol them- 
felves, under ftipulated conditions, in the clafs of merchants or burghers. 

The merchants are diftributed into three clafles. ‘The firft comprehends thofe who 
have a capital of 10,c00 roubles; the fecond thofe who poffefs 5000; and the third 
thofe who are worth 500. By the forty-feventh article of the celebrated manifefto of 
Graces, which the Emprefs conferred upon her fubjects at the conclufion of the Turk- 
ifh war in 1775, all perfons who choofe to enter themfelves in any of thefe claffes are 
exempted from the poll-tax, on condition of paying annually one per cent. of their ca- 
pital employed in trade to the crown. ‘The extent of their capitals, however, is not 
rigoroufly examined, for the merchants may fix their capital at any amount; as a per- 
fon poffeiling above 1¢,000 roubles may enrol himfelf in any of the inferior claffes, or 

-even in that of the burghers. ; 

This alteration in the mode of affefling merchants is advantageous both to the crown 
and to the fubjects; the former réceives, and the latter cheerfully pay, one per cent. of 
their capital, becaufe they are exempted from the- poll-tax, and are entitled to addi- 
tional immunities. It is alfo a juft impoft, as each merchant pays according. to his for. 
tune: if his profits encreafe, his affeflment encreafes; if they diminifh, his contribution 
proportionably-diminifhes. With refpeé to the general interefts of the nation, it is a 
maiter-piece of policy; it excites induftry, by: holding up to the people a principle of 
honour, as well as of intereft, to be derived from the augmentation of their capital; and - 

-affords an additional fecurity from arbitrary impofitions, by pledging the good faith of 
government in the protection of their property. It is likewife productive of another 

VOL. VIL cM . effential — 
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effential public benefit, by creating, as it wére, a third eftate, which, as it increafes in 
wealth, crédit, and importance, muft by degrees acquire additional privileges, and gra- 
dually rife into confequence. — . - . 

The burghers form the fecond divifion of this order: the teri burgher is applied 
to all inhabitants of free towns, who declare that they poflefs a capital le!s than rool. ; 
or who, having that fum, do not chufe to aflume the more honourable name of mer- 
chants. They poffefs many privileges fuperior to the peafants; but are dillinguithed 
from the merchants by being {ill fubje€t to the poll-tax, and to enrolment in the afiny 
or navy. 8 : 

Under this third order muft be included all the other free fubjeGs of the empire ; 
namely, thofe flaves who have received liberty from their maiters; thofe who have 
obtained their difmiffion from the army and navy; the members of the Academy of 
Arts, and of other fimilar inftitutions; orphans from the Foundling Hofpital, and, 
laftly, the children of all thefe freemen. All thefe perfons have permiflion to fetile 
and trade in any part of the empire, and may enrol themfelves, according to their 
capital, among the burghers or merchants. By thefe wife regulations, the number of 
pertons above flaves will gradually increafe, and muft in time form a very confiderable ; 
order of men, as foon as they fhall acquire the right of poffefling land. ; 

It is a circumftance not unworthy of remark, that the Kuifian merchants and tradef- 
nitn feldom keep books of accounts, (as few of them can either read or write,) and are 
unacquainted with the knowledge of figures, ‘Their manner of reckoning is by a ma- 
chine *, with feveral rows of wires, upon which beads are ftrung. ‘Fhe beads on the | 
firft row ftand for units, thofe on the fecond. for tens, on the third for hundreds, on 
the fourth for thoufands, and in a fimilar progrefion. By means of this machine they 
fubtract, multiply, and divide with great exaétnefs, An exception, among a few others, 
to this general obfervation, fhould be mentioned. ‘The moft honeft and intelligent per- 
fons of this order are the inhabitants of Archangel and its environs: they are moftly 
able to read, write, and caft accounts; many of them are uch employed at Peterf- 
burgh, by the members of the Britifh factory, to fuperintend their warchoutes, and they 
have the general charaéter of faithful and induftrious fervants. Jt may, perhaps, be 
difficult to account for the peculiar circumftances which have concurred to render the 
inhabitants of the town and environs of Archangel more intelligent than the other Ruf- 
fians, unlefs the following caule thould be thought fufficient. Archangel, from the 
time of its firft difcovery by the Englifh in 1554, was, during a confiderable period, the 
great emporium of Ruflia; many of the inhabitants, therefore, being connected with 
foreign merchants, who required great exadinefs in their dealings, were gradually trained 
to bufinefs. By a kind of local enthofiafm and traditiona) inftru€tion, they have con- 
tinued to diftinguifh themfelves among their countrymen, by acquiring the rudiments 
of arithmetic, and by a diligent difcharge of their truft. 

JV.. The fourth order of fubjects comprehends the peafants. 

The peafants of Ruflia are generally ferfs, or flaves t, and may be divided into, 
x. Peafants of the crown. 2. Peafants belonging to individuals. 

1. The 


“% Similar to the Chinefe. .Profeffor Saunderfon, who was blind, ufed an improved machine of this kind 


_ in his mathematical computations. 


+ In the former editions of this work, and according to the ftate of the peafants in 1779, I had the 


» fatisfaction of adding to this litt of free peafants, thofe of the Ukraine and Ruffian Finland, who preferved 


a confiderable degree of freedom until the late extenfion of the poll-tax has reduced them almott to a ievel 
with the reff. For by fubjecting them to that afleffment, the Emprefs has unconfcienfly courteraded 
2 : the > 
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t. The crown peafants inhabit the imperial demeMés; and probably comprehend, 
including. thofe belonging to the church lands, which are now annexed to the crown, 
about the fixth part of the Ruffian peafants. ‘They are immediately under the jurifdic- 
Non of the imperial officers or bailiffs, Although liable to great exactions, by the te- 
nure of their fubjeCtion, from thefe petty tyrants, yet they are much more fecure of 
their property; and being under the protection of the fovereign, any flagrant inftances 

_ of oppreffion are more cafily made known and redrefled. “Many of thefe vaflals, in 
particular diflricts, have been enfranchifed, and permitted to enrol themfe 
the merchants and burghers; and the whole body will gradually receive 
leges, as the {pirit of humanity and policy penctrates further into thefe re 

2. Peafants belonging to individuals are the-private property of the landholders, as 
much as implements of agriculture, or herds of cattle, and the value of an eftare is 
eftimated, as in Poland, by the number of boors, and not by the number of acres. No 
regulations have, perhaps, tended more to rivet the fhackles of flavery, than the twa 
laws of Peter the Great ; one which renders the landholder accountable to the,crown 
for the poll-tax of his vaffals, and the other which obliges him to furnifha certain num- 
ber of recruits; for by thefe means he becomes interetted to prevent the migration of 
his peafants without permiffion from the place of their nativity. With refpeét to his 
own demands on his peafants, the lord is reflrained by no law. He is abfolute matter 
of their time and labour; fome he employs in agriculture, a few he makes his menjil 
fervants, perhaps without wages; and from others he exacts an annual payment ue 
Each vafial, therefore, is rated according to the arbitrary will of his mafter. Some con- 
tribute four or five fhillings ayear; others, who are engaged in traffic or bufinefs, are. 
affeffed in proportion to their fuppofed profits. Any capital which they acquire by their 
induftry, may be feized, and there can be no redrefs; as, according to the old feudal 
law, which {till exifts, a lave cannot inftitute a procefs againit his matter. 

The mode adopted by many landholders with their peafants, reminds me of the practice 
among the Romans. Atticus, we are told, caufed many of his flaves to be inftruéted 
in the art of copying manufcripts, which he fold at a very high price, and raifed a con- 
fiderable fortune. On fimilar principles, fome of the Ruflign nobility fend their vaffals 
to Mofcow or Peterfburgh, for the purpofe of learning various handicraft trades ; they 
either employ them on‘their own eftates, let them out for hire, fell them atan advanced 








_ the general principle which had hitherto been the chief object of her reign, that of gradually extending the 
privileges and freedom of the lower clafs of people. By introducing among the peafants of the Ukraine, 
or Ruffian Finland, a tax, which is confidercd as a badge of flavery, the has been reduced to the necefity 
of rendering them ferfs, or ghebe adffricii, who were before free peafants, from the impolitic law, which is 
the unavoidable confequence of the poll-tax, ina country wherein the nobles can alone poflefs landed pro. 
perty, that of making the landholder anfwerable for the affeflment of his peafants ; as under that circum. . 
Hance he muft have the power of preventing their migration, 

* The Emprefs thus exprefles herfelf on this head ; . 

“ Iln’y a guere de village, qui ne paye fes redevances en argent. Les poffeffens, qui ne voyent jamais 
ou que tres rarement leurs villages, impofent chaque téte 2 un a deux et jufqu’a cing roubles, fans s’emba- 
raffer comment le payfan s’y prendra pour gagner cet argent. 

_ , # MW feroit trés neceflaire de preferire aux poffeffeurs des Lois qui les obligent a agir avec plus de circon- 
{pection dans !a maniere dont ils fe font payer leurs droits, et x exiger du payfan des redevances qui foignt 
de nature 4 l’eloigner Je moins qu’il fera poflible de fa maifon et de fa famille. Par ce moyen Pon mettra 
Pagriculture en vigueur, et la population augmentera dans Pempire.”” Inftru€tion, &c. Pp 79- : 

This cullom of obliging the peafants to pay an annualfum in money, frequently drives the neceffitous to 
the moft defperate modes of acquiring it. - . , ee 


820 COXE’S TRAVELS IN’ RUSSIA. 


price, or receive from them an annual compenfation for the permiffion of exercifing 
their trade for their own advantage. gi 

In regard to the lord’s authority over their perfons, according to the ancient laws, he 
might try them in his own courts of juflice, or punith them without any procefs; he 
could inflict every fpecies of penalty excepting the knoot, order them to be whipped, 
or confined in dungeons; he might fend them to houfes of correction, or banifh them 
into Siberia; or, in fhort, take cognizance of every mifdemeanour which was not a 
public offence. He had, indeed, no power over their lives; for, ifa flave was beat by 
order of his mafter, and died within the fpace of three days, the mafter was guilty ot 
myprder, unlefs other reafons could be afligned for his demife. But was not this almoit 
a mockery of juftice? For furely a man might be terribly chaftized without fuffering 
death within tiree deys 3 and if a vaflal died within that fpace, and his mafter was a 
man of confequence, who could bring him to juftice*? By the new regulations, this 
enormous power is reduced by reftri@ions more confonant to the hum princ'ples 
which diflinguih all the regulations of the Emprefs; and the right of infl + punifh. 
ment is lodged, where it ever ought to be, in the hands of the public magittrate. 
Abules, however, fill fubfift; but muft, in time, yield to the influence of fuch falutary 
inititutions. 

Lam far from afferting, that inhumanity is the general characteriftic of the Ruma 
nobility ; or that many perfons do not treat their vaffals with the utmott benevolence. 
Tam alfo well aware, that feveral peafants are in fuch a flourithing condition as to have 
accumulated very confiderable capitals without dread of, exaction ; and that fome even 
poffefs landed eftates under their maifters’ names. But if we confider the unhappy 
pleafure which too many feel in tyrannizing over their inferiors, we have every reafon 
to conclude, that the generality of boors mult {till be cruelly opprefled. How then 
can acountry be faid to be civilized, in which domeftic flavery fil exilts? 

The vaflals who work for their matters, generally receiving their maintenance, or 
being accommodated with a {mall portion of land, always enjoy in fufficient abundance 
the common neceffaries of life; and ufually fpend their earnings in clothes or fpirituous 
liquors. ‘Thofe who, in contradiction to this general rule, fave the profits of their 
labour, or trade, conceal as much as poffible an acquifition of fortune; they feldom 
change their mode of living, and frequently bury their moncy in the ground. This 
cuftom is one reafon, among feveral others, of the fcarcity of filver currency; that 
being the fpecie. which is chiefly amaffed. ‘he practice of hiding money is common in 
all countries of the Eaft, where property is not well fecured; and where the people, 
through dread of exactions, cannot even venture to ufe the riches which they have ac-. 
quired. 

A peafant may obtain his liberty, 1. By manumiffion, which on the death of the: 
matter, is frequently granted to thofe who have ferved in the capacity of his immediate 
domeftics; 2. By purchaie; 3. By ferving in the army or navy; fora peafant is free 











* How often muft fuch tyrannies efcape the cognizance of the court, and remain unpunifhed! Some- 
times, indeed, a noble is brought to juftice. Que inftance, though mentioned in a former publication, I: 
beg leave to introduce in this place: ‘¢ In the prifon of Mofcow there is a gentleman confined, and he alone 
is denied the privilege of ever coming from his cell; a punifhment which is by no means adequate to-his 
crime ; namely, that of ordering feveral of his peafants to be whipped in fo cruel a manner, that they died. 
This circumflance will fhow the power which the lords have over their peafants ; and will at the fame time 
prove, that fuch crimes, when difcovered, do not alway remain unpanifhed.”? Account of Prifons, &c. 
pe 12. « 


from 
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from the moment of his enrolment. In all thefe cafes the Emprefs has facilitated the 
means of obtaining freedom, by waving feveral rights of the crown, which, in fome — 
meafure, ob{truéted this emancipation. ~ Although the fovereign cannot alter the funda. 
mental {tate of property, by conferring on the peafants, as individuals, privileges which 
might infringe thofe of thc nobles; yet the has alleviated their condition by iMfuing fe- 
veral laws in their favour. By allowing free peafants to fettle in any part of her do- 
minions, and enrol themfelves among the burghers cr merchants, ac & to their 
refpedtive capital. She has given a ftability to their freedom, and affordes the firongelt 
incitements for the exertions of induftry. She has repealed tho! oppre 
which forbad, in certain diciricts, all peafants to marry withour the nfent of the go- 
vernor of the province, or the vayvode of the town, who ufually exacted a prefent 
from the parties *. 

From this general review of the various inhabitants in Ruffia, it may be perceived, 
that, though proceeding towards civilization, they are. ftill far removed from that ftate ; 
that a general improvement cannot take place while the greater part continue in abfo- 
Inte vaflalage; nor can any effectual change be introduced in the national manners, un» 
til the people enjoy full fecuriry in their perfons and property. 







in 
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Cuap. XVIL.—Academy of Sciences.—Origin and inftitution.—Tranfactions,—Menivers. 
—Library.—Mufeum.—Foffil bones of elephants and other animals found in Siberia.—— 
Native copper and iron.--Golden ornaments from feveral ancient fepulchres.— Ruffian 
coins. —Waxen figure of Peter the Great.—-Celeftial Globe of Gottorp.— Academy of Artso— 
Saciety for the promotion of Agriculture.—Corps decacets.— Convent les demsifelles nobles. 


THE Imperial Academy of Sciences owes its inftitution to Peter the Great, who, 
during his travels, cbferved the advantage of public focieties for the promotion of lite- 
rature. By the advice of Wolf and Leibnitz, the fociety was regulated, and feveral 
learned foreigners were invited to become members. Peter himfelf drew the plan, and: 
figned it on the 1oth of February 17243 but was prevented by his fudden death, from 
carrying it into execution. His deceafe, however, did not prevent its completion; for, 
on the arft of December 1725, it was eltabiifhed by Catherine I. and on the 27th the 
firlt aflembly took place. On the frit of Auguft 1726, Catherine honoured the meet- 
ing with her prefence, when profeffor Bulfinger, an eminent German naturalift,. pro-- 
nounced an oration upon the advances made by means of the loadftone and needle for 
the difcovery of the longitude +. 

‘The Emprefs fettled an annual fund of 5,cocl. { for the fupport of the academy ; and 
fifteen members eminent for learning and talents, were admitted and penfioned, under 
the title of profeffors in the various branches of literature and feience. The moft dif- 
tinguifhed were Nicholas aud Daniel Bernouilli, the two de Lifles, Bulfinger and Wolf, 


* See 17th article of the Manifefto, at the conclufion of the peace with the Grand Signor :.* In cer- 
tain diltriéts of our empire it has been hitherto neceflary to obtain a permiffion to marry from the governars 
of provinces, or the vayvodes of towns, and this permiffion was ufually purchafed by money or caitle, 
We abolith this cuftom ; and from this.time every perfon fhall be free to marry without obtaining fimilar 


permiffions, 
+ See Nachricht von der Kays: Acad. &c. in Schmidt Beytraeye, p. 353 alfo Jour. Pet. for June 


4779s P- 383. : Saccat 5 : 
$ “ Summam a Petro Magno conftitutam viginti-quatuor milliue nongentorum et duodecim rubellonum,”?” 


Nov. Com. I. p. 5. 
Durine 
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During the fhort reign of ‘Peter the Second, the falaries of the members wére difcon- 
tiriued, and the academy tiegleéted by the court ; but it was again patronized bythe 
Imprefs Anne, who even added afeminary for the education of youth, under the fas 
perintendance of the profeflors. “Both inftitutions Aourihed under the diredtion of 
baron Korf; but, on his death, an ignorant perfon being appointed prefiJent, many 
of the moft able members quitted Rufla. At the acceflion of Elizabeth new life and 
vigour were reftored to the academy: the original plan was enlarged and improved ; 
fome of the moft learned foreigners were again drawn to Peterfourgh, and, what was 
confidered as a good omen for the litcrature of Rufia, two n » Lomonofof and 
Runoviky, men of genius and abilities, who had profecuted fies ia forcign 
univerfities, were enrolled among the members. ‘The an ome was increafed to 
19,6591., and foon afterwards the new inflitution took place. i 

‘The Emprefs Catherine, with her -ufual zeal for promoting the difufion of know- 
ledge, took this ufeful Society under her more immediate proteétion; {he altered the 
court of, directors greatly to the advantage of the whole body; corrected many abufes 

- and infufed a new fpirit into their refearches... By her particular recommendation, the 
moft ingenious -profeflors vifited the various provinces of ‘her dominions; and_as the 
fund of the Academy was not fufficient to fupply the-whole expence, the Emprefs bef: 
towed a largefs * of 2,000l., which has been occafionally renewed. - | 7 

The purport of thefe travels will appear from the inftruations given by the academy, 
‘Lhe perfons engaged in thefe expeditions were ordered to purfue their inquiries on the 
different forts of earths and waters; on the beft methods st cultivating the barren and 
defart {pots ; on the local diforders incident to men and animals, and the moft effica- 
cious means of relieving’ them; on breeding cattle, and particularly fheep; on the 
rearing of bees and filk-worms; on the different places and objects for fithing and 
hunting ; on minerals; on the arts and trades: and on the indigenous plants to form a 
Flora Ruffica. ‘Vhey were particularly inftruéted to reétify the longitude and latitude 
of the principal towns; ta make aftronomical, geographical, and meteordlogical ob- 
fervations; to trace the courfe of the rivers; to take the-moft exact charts; to defcribe 




















with accuracy the manners, cufloms, dreffes, languages, antiquities, traditions, hiftory,- 


‘religion ; in a word, to gain every information which might tend to illuftrate the real 
flate of the’ Empire. 


In confequence of thefe expeditions, perhaps no country can boat, within the fpace 


of afew years, fuch a number of excellent publications on its internal ftate, natural 
productions, topography, geography, and hiftory; on the manners, cuftoms and lan- 
guages of the different people, as have iffued from the prefs of the Academy. 
The moft remarkable of thefe diftinguifhed travellers are Pallas, Gmelin, Gulden- 
flaedt +, Georgi, and Lepekin. 28 ane 
The firft tranfactrons of this foeiety were publifhed in.1728, and intitled, Commen- 
tarti Academia Scientiarum Imperialis Petropolitane, ad An. 1726, with a dedication to 
Peter II. ‘The publication was continued under this form until the year 1747, when 
the tranfadtions were called Novi | Commentarii Academia, &c. n1677 the Academy again 
_ changed the title into 4éfa. Academia Scientiarum Imperialis Petropolitang, and altered the 
* Bach Ruff. Bibl. vol. p. 50. - | : 
+ The reader will find an account of Pallas, Gmelin, and Guldenftaedt in the next chapter. - : 
} Hane autem et fequentes tomos Novorum Commentariorum nomine ideo venire, quia Academia nine 
novis legibus inftructa eft; et claffes hic aliter, ac in precedentibus tomis fieri folebat, difpofite inveniun- 


tar.” Noy. Com. Vol. i. p. 4.—~In this fame volume the itatutes for the Regulation of the-Society, 
under its neve inftitutions, are inferted, p. OG 5g5 ° - : 
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arrangement of the work.’ The papers, which had been hithert bfithed in'the Latin 
tongue, are now written either-in that language or French; and™a preface is added, 
ftyled Partie Hiforigue, which contains’ an account of the proceedings; “mectings, -ad- 
miffion of new members, and other occurrences*, Of the Commentariés, fourteen 
volumes were publithed; the firft of the New Commentaries made its appeardrice in 
1750, and the twentieth in 1776. Under the title of AGa Academia, feveral volumes 
have been given to the public: and two are to be printed every year. ‘Vhefe tranfac- 
tions abound with ingenious and elaborate difquifitions on various parts of {cience and. 
natural biftory, which reflect great honour upon their authors; and it may not be an 
exaggeration to affert, that no fociety in Europe has more diftinguithed itfeif for the 
excellence of its publications, particularly in the abftrufe parts of the pure and mixed 
mathematics, . 7 

‘Phe academy is {till compoled, as at firft, of fifteen profeffors, the prefident and 
dire€tor. Each profeffor has a houfe and an annual ftipend from 2.01. to Goal. -Be- 
fide the profeffors, there are four adjunéts, who are alfo penfioned; they are at pre- 
font at the fittings of the fociety, and fucceed to the firft vacancies. 8 

This general account of the eftablifhment, progrefs, and prefent ftate of the Aca- 
demy, willbe naturally fucceeded by a defeription of the library, the cabinet of natu. 
ral hiftory, and the other curiofities, which I vifited feveral times during my {tay at 
Peterfburgh. ; ; om 
- The library owed its origin to 2,500 volumes which Peter the Great feized at Mittau, © 
in his Swedifh campaign ; it was afterwards increafed by the bounty of that emperor, 
and of his fucceflors, and lately enriched by the curious collection of Prince Radzivil at. 
Newitz, taken by the Ruffians in 1772, during the troubles of Poland. M. Bachmeifter. 
informed me, that fince this laft acquifition, the number of books amounted to thirty- 
fix thoufand. The moft ancient MSS. are the Lives of the Saints, written in 1298, 
and a Chronicle of Neftor, the earlieft hiftorian of this empire. © This chronicle, to- 
gether with thofe of Novogorod, Plefcof, of the Ukraine, Cafan, and Aftracan, the 
genealogical tables of the early greatdukes, from Vladimir the Great to the Tzar Ivan 
Vaflilievitch, compiled inthe 12th, 23th, 14th, and following centuries, convinced me, 
that Ruffia is extremely rich, as well-in documents relating to its more remote annals,. 
as to thofe of Juter times t. They are all written in the Sclavonian tonguc. Among the 
MSS. relating to the hiflery of Rufhia, mult not be omitted’ fixteen volumes in folio, 
containing an acount of the negotiations of Peter’s mihifters, from 1711 to 17163 | 
alfo thirty volumes of the official correfpondence of prince Mentchikof, from 1703. to 
17173 thefe colleétions would ferve as good materials towards compiling an authentic 
hiftory of Peter the Great, a work much wanted. : : 

Qne M8. although of very modern date, is yet highly valued, on account of 
the auguft perfon by whom it was written, and is preferved in an elegant box of bronze, 
gilt. It contains the inftruétions of the Emprefs to the committee delegated to form a 
new code of laws; inftrudtions drawn up by herfelf, and written with ber own hand. 
This MS. is always piaced upon the table, whenever the members of the Academy hold 
a folemn meeting. F : 

Among feveral books, the librarian fhowed me a volume, containing the Acts of 
the Apotiles, and the Epiftles, which is curious, as being the firft book’ printed in 
Ruflia}; it bears the date of 1564, and iffued from the prefs eftablifed at Mofeow. 








* AGa Pet. for 1771. P. TL ty + See Chap, 8: 
t Mr. Nichols informs us, that this book was ten yearg in the prefs, and that the names of the frit 
printers were Ivan Hoderfon and Peter Timofioffeon. Seé “ The Origin of Printing, 1776,” p. 288. 
ates : a : os aoe’ The 
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The paper is certainly of our manufaéture, ag it bears the Englifh Ramp; and we find 
in Hackluyt, that paper was among the firft imports which Ruffia received from 
England. es ; 

This Hbrary contains, .perhaps, more Chinefe books than any other colleétion in 
Europe. ‘They are clafled in port-folios, and confift of two thoufand eight hundred 
feparate pieces. An exact catalogue has been lately made by Leontief, who paffed 
feveral years at Pekin, wherea Ruffian church is eftablithed, and ftudents are permitted 
to refide for the purpofe of learning the language*. Hitherto we have been indebted 
almoft to the French alone for accounts of the Chinefe empire. ‘The amicable in- 
tercourfe, however, which has for fome time fubfilted between the courts of Peterf- 

_ burgh and Pekin, has facilitated the acquifition of Chincfe books; and the eftablifh. 
ment of a feminary at Pekin has led the Ruffians to obtain a more accurate knowledge 
of that country. Hence many interelting publications have appeared at Peteriburgh, 
relative to the laws, hiftory, and geography of China, cxtracted and traflated from the 
originals publifhed at Pekin. 

The various branches of natural hiftory are diftributed in different apartments. 
This mufeum, which is extremeiy rich in native productions, has been confiderably 
augmented by numerous f{pecimens, collected by Pallas, Gmelin, Guldenftaedt, and 
other learned profefiors, during their late expeditions through the Ruflian empire. 

The ftutfed animals and birds occupy one apartment. Among the former I par- 
‘ticularly obferved the Lguts Hemionus, a fpecies of wild horfe, which bears the appears 
ance of a mule: it refembles an afs in the mane, ears, feet, and tail, and principally 
in the black ftreak down the back; in other parts it is like a horfe. It is the iame 
which was called by Ariftotle the Hemionos, found in his days in Syria, and which he 
celebrates for its amazing fwiftnefs and fecundity; it is denominated by the Mongols 
dfbiggetti, which fignifies eared ; is alfo known among naturalifts by the name of mulus 
Dauricus, becaufe it ts found in Dauria, about the rivers Amoor, Onon, and Orgoon, 
Thefe animals, however, are there obferved only in fmall numbers, detached from the 
numerous herds which inhabit the deferts of Tartary, to the fouth of the Ruffian do- 
minions, ‘Their {wiftnefs is proverbial, and is faid to exceed even that of the antelope: 
they are defcribed by the Tartars as very fierce, and fo untra€table as not to be tamed. 
Pallas has favoured the world with an accurate defcription and engraving of this fingu- 
lar animal, in the New Commentaries of the Academy, to which | refer the reader, as 
well as to Pennant’s account, in his Hiftory of Quadrupeds. The other animals pe- 
culiar to Ruflia and the adjacent countries, which atiracted my notice, are the wild 
ram, called Argof by the Mongols, by Linnaus Cupra Anion, which inhabits the 
mountainous deterts fouth of the lake Ratkal; the Gor Grunnicns of Linneeus, or 
grunting ox of vennant, which inhabits Tartary and ‘Thibet, and is mentioned here 
for the uncommon beauty of the tail, fill and flowing, of a glofly and filky texture. 
‘Thefe tails form a confid-rable article of exportation from ‘Vhibet. ‘Lhe Indians faften 
{mall bundles of the hair for fy-flaps; the Chinefe dye tufts with a beautiful fearlet, for 
the decoration of their caps, and the Turks employ it as ornaments { to their ftancards. 
I obferved alfo the ibex, or bouquetio §, of Siberia, the white bear, the ermine, the 
mufk-rat, the flying {quirrel ; among the amphibious animals, the fea-horfe, whofe tutk 





* See Ruffian Difcoveries. : 

+ The account of Lord Macartney’s embafly, by the late Sir George Staunton, has added to our 
knowledge of that empire. 

£ Vhe Enropeans erroneoufly fuppofe thefe ornaments to be made from horfe tails. 

§ See account of the bouquetin, in Travels in Switzerland, Letter a4. . 
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is ufed inflead of ivory, and the fea-otter, which is caught on the coaft of Kamtchatka, 
and of the Alciitian‘and Fox Hands. This animal is greatly prized for its rich aad 
valuable fur, and the kin is difpofed of to the Chinefe at a high price *. es 
The colledtion of birds, infects, fith, thells, dried plants, all ranged in exaét order, 
and after the ‘yilem of Linneus, next attra@s the obfervation of the naturalitt. - 
In the cabinet of natural hiftory, I was furprifed at the number and variety of foffil 
bones, teeth, and horns, of the elephant, rhinoceros, and buffalo, ‘difcovered in dif- 
ferent parts of this empire, but more particularly in the fouthern regions of Siberia, 
where thefe animals where never known to exitt. According to the opinion of Peter, 
who, though a great monarch, was certainly no great naturalift, the teeth found near 
Voronetz were the remains of elephants belonging to the army of Alexander’ the 
Great, who, according to fome hiltorians, crofled the Don, and advanced as far as 
Koftinka. The celebrated Bayer conjectures ¢, that the bones and teeth found in - 
Siberia belonged to the elephants common in that country, during the wars of the 
Mongol monarchs with the Perfians and Indians ; ‘and. this plaufible fuppofition is in ~ 
fome meafure corroborated by the difcovery of .the entire fkeleton of an elephant in - 
one of the Siberian tombs. But this opinion, as Pallas juftly obferves, is fufficiently * 
refuted by the confideration, that the elephants employed in all the armies of India 
could never have afforded the vaft quantities of teeth which have been already dif. 
covered’fe ee oe aac mf : 
‘The fame ingenious naturalift has given ample defcription of thefe foflil bones,’ and 
endeavoured to account for their. origin§. On examining thofe in the mufeum, he 
was led to conclude, that as thefe bones are equally difperfed in all the northern re« 
gions of Europe, the climate probably was in the earlier ages fufficiently warm to be’ 
the native countries of the elephant, rhinoceros, and other quadrupeds, .now found 
only in the fouth, . But when he vifited, during his travels, the fpots where the fofil 
bodies were found,:and could form a judgment from . his‘own obtervations, and not. 
from the accounts of others, he candidly renounced his former’hypothefis, and, in 
conformity with the opinions of many modern philofophers, afferted that they muft 
have been’brought by the waters, and that nothing but a fudden and gencral inunda- 
tion, fuch as the deluge, could have tranfported them from their mative countries to the 
regions of the north. In proof of this afiertion he adds, the bones are generally found 
leparate, as if feattered by the waves, covered with a ftratum of mud, evidently form- 
ed by the waters, and: commonly intermixed with the remains of marine plants jf, 
inftances of which he himfelf obferved during his progrefs through Siberia, and which 
fufficiently prove that thefe regions of Afia were once overwhelmed with the fea. : 
* The moft curious of thefe fpecimens is the head and foot of a rhinoceros, ‘which - 
were dug up entire in a bank of the Vilui, a {mall river falling into the Lena, in lati-: 


r 


* See Ruffian Difcoveries, * $ Le Bruyn’s Travels, vol. i, p63." 

f Nov. Com. XIII. p. 440. “e - : c ; 

§ Nov. Com. de Offibus Sibiriz fofilibus. He fays, that in no country more foffil bones have been . 
difcovered than in Siberia} and that elephants’ teeth have been dug up in {uch plenty, ag to make a cone 
fiderable article of trade, : el ee de Ae EE aie) SRE 

{{ Pallas, in a recent publication, has defcribed feveral foffil bones lately. dug up in the government of 
Cafan, fome whereof were fent to Peterfburgh in 1779, and depofited in the mufeum of the Academy, 
The moft remarkable ‘of thefe bones which he enumerates, are the following : Au elephant’s tooth, 10 
fpans 3 inches long, and 154 inches in circumference + ditto, 5 feet 3 inches in length, and the fame in 
circumference ; feveral bones of elephants of confiderable fize sa damaged horn of a rhinoceros, 2 feet 4 
inches long ; a jaw of a rhinoceros, 3 {pans and 13 inches long, containing two black tecth, &c. -Bericht 
yon Gcbeinen grofler auflacndifcher. Thiere, - Pallas’s Nordifche Beytrage, vol. i. p. 1736 : 
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pec A eh os : 
tude 64, below Yakutfk> the body was ‘found in December 1771; and when Pallas 
vifited thofe parts the following year, the head and two legs were fent to him by the. 
governor of the province, and-bf him tranfinitted to the mufeum. Even the fkin and 
hair are very apparent. ae . 

The account of the difcovery is related in his Travels *. : 

‘Lhe ores collected from the numerous mines of the Ruffian empire, highly deferve 
the attention of the mineralogift. In fpeaking of this collection, 1 fhall confine myfelf 
to two fpecimens interefting to naturalifts; native copper, and a large mafs of native 
iron, ‘Lhe former was brought from a fimall ifland, within fight of JXamtchatka, 
which takes the name of Mednot Oftrof, or Copper Mand, from the pieces of native 
copper + not unfrequently found upon the beach. 

The {pecimen of native iron is part of a moit remarkable mafs of that metal in its 
pure ftate, blended with glafs-like matter}: it is in every refpect perfect, malleable, 
and capable of being forged into any‘form ; fufceptible of ruft; in a word, poffeffing 
all the qualitics of iron. It was difcovered in Siberia by Pallas, who favoured me with 
a defcription, which will ferve to elucidate his account fent to the Royal Society. Let 
me only remark, that I repeatedly examined the fpecimen, and found its real ftate to be 
exactly defcribed. {cxprefsly mention thefe circumftances, as fome perfons have 
doubted the exiftence of this block of native iron; and as I am always anxious, when- 
ever [ have it in my power, to afcertain the truth of every relation which 1 give to the 


public. 


® « This winter the hunters of Yakutk having found, near the rivulet Vilui, the body of an unknown 
animal, the head and two hinder feet were fent to Irkutfk by Ivan Argunof, vayvode of Vilithk. In the 
account of this difcovery, dated the 17th of January, it appears, that in December, about twenty-fix 
miles above Vilitik, the body of an animal was obferved half buried in the fand, about a fath n from the 
water, and four fathom from a fteep cliff. Being meafured, it was found to be feven feet £ ein inches ia 
length, and in height about feven fcet fix inches. ‘The hide was entire, the body appear, of its natural 
bulk; but in fuch a ftate, that only the head and fect could be carried away ; one of the feet was fent to 
Yakutfk, and the remainder to Irkuttk On in!pection, they feemed to have belonged to a full-grown 
thinoceros; and as the head was entirely covered with the fkin, there could be no doabt of the fact On 
one fide the fmall hairs were {till perfe&. “The exterior organization was well preferved. and the eye-lids 
were not cutively corrupted. Here andthere, under the fkin, and the bones, and alto ia the hollow pare 
of the fkull, was found a flimy fubftance, the remains of the putrid fleth ; and upon the feet, befide ihe 
flime, parts of the eendons and finews were obferved. Both the horn and hoofs were wanting 5 but the. 
hollow in which the born had been fet, and the edge of the ficin which encircled its bafe, being apparent 
and the cloven feparation of the hoofs being vilible, afforded undoubted proof that the animal was a rhi- 
noceros. I fhail bere mention a few circumitances, which I obtained from Argunof, relative to the place 
where the remains of the rhinocercs were difcovered, and add a few conje@tures on the pofibility of their 
prefervation during fo leng a period. The country about the V i$ mountainous 3 and the mountains 
confilt of ftrata, partly ot fand and fimetlone, partly of clay mixed with many pebbles. The body was 
found ina hill, compofed of favd and pebbles, about fifteen fathoms high: it was buricd deep in a coarfe 
gravelly fand; and was preferved by the froit, as the ground in th rtis never thawed at any confi- 
derable depth. Without this circumflance the fkin and other parts of this guadruped would not have been 
fo long preferved. For we cannot affign the quick tranfportation of this animal, from its native country 
in the fouth to thefe cold regions, to a later period, or to 4 lefs important caufe, thaw to the deluge ; as 
the moit ancient hiftories of mankind make no mention of any later revolution of this globe, which could, 
with equal provability, have buried thefe remains of the rhinoceros, as well as the bones of elephants feat. 
tered throughout Siberia.” Pallas Reife, part iii. p. 97. 

+ See Ruffian Difcoveries. 

$ 1: appears, by Meyer’s analyfis of this mineral, that the glafs-like matter confifts of eight parts of 
ferrugineous earth, twenty. feven of filicious carth, and twenty five of the earth of magnefia. See Meyer’s 
“ Verfuche mit der von dem Herns Prof. Pallas in Siberien gefundenen Eifenfuffe ;” in DBefchaeftigungem 
dev Berlin. Gefelifchaft, Vol, iii. p. 405. : 
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& ‘This mafs, which exhibits the firft inflance of native iron ever found in a perfec 
ftate of malleability, was difcovered on an eminence oppofite to Mount Memis, near: 
the eaftern bank of the Yeniséi, between the rivulets Oberi and Sifim, which fall into 
that river above the town of Krafnoyarfk. Jt was a fepagate mafs, which ‘feemed to 
have been detached, by a lapfe of time, from the hill on which it refted ; and what is 
very remarkable, the chain of mountains, among which it was found, do not afford 
the leaft traces of any volcano, any remains of forges or ancient mines, or in any other 
part the fmalleft appearances of native iron, Within three hundred and feventy-four 
yards of the fpot where it was obferved, is a rich vein of blueifh magnetic ore ;\ which, 
being vifited by the Ruffian miners, firft led to the difcovery of the infulated mafs.. In 
its original flate, it weighed, one thoufand four hundred and forty Englifh pounds, and 
was incrufted in moft parts with a thick coat of blackifh iron ore. The infide confits 
of pure malleable iron, divided by irregular cavities, which are filled with a vitrified 
tranfparent fubftance, yellow for the moft part, but black in a few places, efpecially 
near the furface, and blended here and there with ochre. Thofe who have never feen 
any part of this mafs may be difpofed to conclude that it muft have been the effect of 
art; but they who examine it with attention, muft be of opinion, that it was entirely 
natural, although they cannot account for the mode of its produétion,” 

‘The anatomical cabinet is highly eftecmed ; it was prepared by Ruyfch, a celebrated 
anatomitt of the Hague, and fold, in 1717, to Peter the Great, for 30,090 florins *, 
‘This colle€tion is remarkable for the regular fucceffion of foctufes in fpirits, from the 
carlieft_ period of conception to the birth ‘of the infant; and for the inje@ions of the 
brain and eye. The membranes of the eye are fo fine and tender, that it requires in- 
finite care to inje&t them; and Ruyfch fucceeded in this difficult operation. He fup- 
pofed that he had difcovered a new membrane in the choroides of the eye, which is frou 
him called Ruyfchian ; and although, in the opinion of the moft able anatomilts, he did 

-not fuccced in-his attempts to prove the exiftence of this new membrane t, yet his 
labours muft be efteemed of great ufe, and his injeCtions of the finer vetlels of the eye 
“are juftly admired for their fuperior delicacy. ; 

Thaften to the chamber of rarities, in which, among the moft confpicuous curiofities, 
muff be mentioned the arms and ornaments found in the tombs of Siberia, many of 
which are of great value t, being of maflive gold, and of elegant workmanthip. Thefe 


: ornaments 
_ * About 3,000l. : : = 

+ He affirmed, that he divided the choroides into two membranes; but it is now the received opinion, 
that he only fplit the fame membrane into two parts. 

t The quantity of gold found in thofe tombs is {carcely credible. One which was opened in the neigh- 

= bourhood of the Irtith, is thus deferibed in the Archzologia + . ie : 

“After removing a very deep covering of earth and itones, the workmen came to three vaults conftructed 
of tones of rude warkmanhhip. 

«That wherein the Prince was depofited, which was in the centre, and the largeR of the three, was 
enfily ditinguthhed by the fword, fpear, bow, quiver, and arrow, which lay befide him, In the vault be 
yond him, towards which his feet lav, were his horfe, bridle, faddle, and ftirrups: The body of the Prince” 
lay in a reclining pofture, vpona fheet of pure gold, extendisg from head to foot, and another fhect of 
old of the like dimenfions was fpread over him. | He was wrapped in arich mantle, bordered with gold, 
avd fudded with rabies aud emeralds.. His head, neck, breait, and arms naked, and without any orna- 
ment. : 

40In the Jeffer vault lay the Princefs, diftinguithed by her female ornaments. She was placed. reclining 
again the walls, wich a gold chain of many links, fet with rubies, round her neck. aud gold: bracelets round 
herarms <The head, breait, and arms were naked. The body was covered witha rich robe, but without 
any border of gold or jewels, aud was laid on a hheet of fine. gold, and covered over with ancther,, The 
: : i‘ 5N2 7 four 
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ornaments confift of bracelets, fome of which weigh a pound ; collars in the fhape of 
ferpents ; vaies, crowns, bucklers, rings, figures of animals richly carved in gold and 
filver; fabres with golden hilts, ornamented with precious flones; Tartar idols, and | 

. other antiquities. Some of tgefe antiquities were copper knives, {pears, and fwords, but 
the greater part of maffive gold, and of elegant workmanthip. But how are we to ac- 
count for the exiftence of a civilized nation, capable of thefe works of art, on the banks 
of the Irtifh, the Tobol, and the Yenif@i? ‘This qucftion is fatisfaGorily folved by Mul- 
lor, who made refearches, and publifhed an exccilent treatife on the fubject *. 

After defcribing the different fpecies of tombs in the fouthern parts of Siberia, he 
adds: ‘ ‘Phat as in feveral the bones of men, women, and horfes, have been found, 
with javelins, bows, arrows, and other weapons, it is evident that the fame ancient fu- 

‘ perflition, which ftill reigns in India, was formerly prevalent in Siberia; namely, that 
departed fouls follow the fame occupations in a future ftate, which they purfued in this 
world +. For this purpofe, at the demife of a diftinguifhed perfon, his favourite wife,, 
fervants, and horfes, were facrificed at his tomb, and buried with him; and for the fame 
reafon his arms, drefs, and accoutrements, were alfo interred: hence the Indian wives, 
to this day, throw themfelves on the funeral pile of their hufbands.”’ .‘ Muller corrobo- 
yates this opinion by obferving, that according to the archives of Yakutk, he found this 
cuftom fubfifted among the inhabitants when the Ruflians conquered Siberia, He next 
endeavours to afcertain the people to whom thefe burial places belonged; and he is 
equally judicious in the folution of this difficult enquiry. The richeft of thefe burial 
places, he fays, were made in the time of Zinghis Khan and his immediate fuéceffors. 
‘The moft valuable tombs being found near the banks of the Volga, the Tobol, and the 
Irtith ; the next in value in the deferts of the Yeniféi; and the pooreft in the countries 
bordering on the lake Baikal; he fuppofes them all to have been the work of the Mongob 
hords at different periods. . aw 

Zinghis, or Tchinghis Khan laid the foundation of this vaft power in the beginning 
of the 13th century. The roving hordes of Mongols, who were firft reduced under _ 
his dominion, inhabited the countries about the rivers Sclenga, Tola, Orkon, and Anon,. 
{tretching from the Amoor to the Mongol Defert, which leads to the wall of China.. ° 
‘Thefe hordes were at that time a poor tribe ; and hence the tombs which are found in 
thofe parts are {cantily provided with rich accoutrements, and ornaments of value. 

Zinghis having fubjected.the Mongols, turned his arms to different quarters. With: 
the aid of thefe warlike tribes, he and his fucceffors conquered great part of China, In-_ 
dependent Tartary, Perfia, and India, and held for fome years almoit all Ruflia under 
their yoke. ‘The plunder of fuch extenfive countries centered for the moft part in the 
capital of the chief Khan, acknowledged by all the feudal princes as the head of that 

‘valt empire, which, on the death of Zinghis, was divided into many independent prin- 

















four fheets of gold weighed forty pounds. ‘The robes of both looked fair and complete, but upon touching, 
‘erumbled into duit.” - : ; Pe qe 3 

Demidof’s Account ’of certain Tattarian Antiquities, in the Archzologia, vol. il. p. 223, 224. 

* See Mr. Muller’s excellent Treatife Von den Altern. Graebern in Siberia in Haygold, vol. ii. p. 155.3 
alfovin the Journal of St. Pet. for 1779. « ‘ 

+ Or as the poet has elegantly expreffed it : . 

: Que gratia currim ~ : 
- Armorumque fuit vivis, gue curd nitentes- 


Pafeere eques; cadem feguitur tellure repofléts — - _ Aineid, Ub. vi, 653 


cipalities.. 
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cipalities. This capital. was, about the middle of the thirteenth century, fituated bew 
~tween the Yailk and Irtifh *; and accordingly the richeft fepulchres are difeovered in- 

the parts lying between thofe two rivers. - : a 

‘Towards the beginning of the fifteenth century, the power of the Mongols -was anini~ 
‘hitated in thefe parts, and there feems no other period, but the thirteenth and fourteenth: 
centuries, in which they could have colleéted fuch aa immenfe booty as the ornaments- 
found in thefe tombs feem to indicate. : : a 

A long gallery coritains the various dreffes of the inhabitants in the Ruffian empire, 
and of many eaftern nations: among which the Chinefe are the moft confiderable. One- 
‘apartment is filled with the dreffes, arms, and implements btousht from the new-dil- , 
‘covered iflands between Afia and America, and from ‘the parts of the continent vifited. 
by the Ruffian veflels. Some of thefe fpecimens are.the fame which are mentioned in: 
the Journals of the Ruffian Voyages, namely, caps beautifully adorned with long ftream- 
ers of hair like ancient helmets; clothes made with the fkins of fea-otters, of rein-deer,. 
and of’ birds painted red, and ornamented with fringes of leather, hair, or finews ; alfo» 
wooden mafks, reprefenting the heads of large fith and fea-animals, which the inhabi-- 
tants occafionally wear at feltivals {. ; : 

- In this gallery are various idols, which Pallas procured from the Calmuc or Mongol: 
hordes roving in Siberia, many of whom are {till plunged in a flate of the groffelt idola- 
try, and follow the religion of the Dalai Lama. Some of thefe deities are delineated: : 
on canvas ; others are of clay, painted or gilt ; a few arg of bronze, chiefly procured: 
from Thibet. They are moitly grotefque figures, with-many hands and arms, fitting. 
crofs-legged, and fimilar to thofe worfhipped by many fects in the Eaft : they are hol-- 
low, and generally filled with relics and fentences of prayers, Engravings of the moft. - - 

" remarkable idols are given in Pallas’s Travels {. Loe ade ob a 

The colleétion of Ruffian coins throws a confiderable light on the early hiftory of this: 
country. The moft ancient fubftitutes for money were {mall pieces of leather, or of? 
martens’ fkin; but in their dealings with foreigners, the .Ruffians, like the Chinele,, 
‘exchanged their merchandize for gold and filver in bullion, © The firft era of coining 
in Ruilia ig unknown 3. but the art was probably derived from the Yartars. ° The 
coins § are ranged in nine clafles.. | sy 2. seo : 

1. The firft contains thofe without infcriptions: thefe, which are undoubtedly the: 
moft ancient, exhibit in one or two inftances a human figure on horleback, wielding a 
fword ; but are for the moft part ftamped with the rude reprefentations of certain 
animals, which {|.denote their Tartarian origin, The cycle or period. of computation - 
employed by the Tartars, was fimilar to that ftill ufed by the Chinefe and Mongols, and. 
contained twelve years, each fucceffively marked by a different animal: '1.a moufe; : 





* Rubruguis, in his journey to the Khan Magna, fucceflor of Zinghis. Khan, deferibes the laft river he 
croffed to be the Yaik, and.as he never mentions the Irtifh, ‘it is probable that the feat of the court was. 
between thefe two rivers, ‘ 2 ; 

‘Lhefe ornaments are executed with fach tafe and elegance, as to render it probable that they were exe- 
cuted by Europeans, drawn by the liberality of Zinghis Khan and his fucceflors ; and Rubruquis met, at: 
the court of Magnu, William Boucher, a French goldfmith: _ = : 

t See Ruffian Difcoveries, alfo Cook’s and Vancouver's Voyages. 

t See Lord Macartuey’s Embafly ; Turner’s Embafly. " ; 

§ Le Clere has lately favoyred the public with a curious account of the Numifmatic Hiftory‘of Raffia,. 
which he has rendered extremely valuable by engravings of one bundred and feventy-feven of the moft ancient: 
coins. ~ See Hilt. dela Ruff Ane. vol. if. p. 527 tos4g; 2 ; 3 

ii Sherebatof in Journ. Sts Pet, for 1781, part ii. p. 15, 

: 2. ani 
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2.an ox; 3.a tiger; 4.a hare; s. a crocodile or dragon; 6..a ferpent;.7.a horfe;.’ 
8.alamb; 9. an ape; roca hen; r1.a dog; 12.a hog. “Of thefe all but the croco.. . 
dile, the ape, and the hare, appear on the coins ;. and perhaps the Tartars who over-ran 
Ruffia, ufed inftead of them, the fwan, harpy, and fyren.. The coins imprefled with 
the figures above-mentioned, were probably {truck in the correfpondirg years of the’. 
cycle. The annual tribute paid by the Ruffians to the Tartars was marked by the ani- 
mals which denote the particular year of the cycle; and, as in fome coins two. of thefe 
animals are reprefented at the fame time, probably the tribute of two years was delivered 
at once. 2. Coins with a Tartar infcription exhibit images of men on foot, or oa 
horfeback, holding in thtir hands a fabre, a lance, and a falcon ; allo of griffins, goats, 
fowls, and fwans. 3. Coins with Tartar and Ruffian infcriptions. © 4, Coins with only 
Ruffian charaéters without date. . We may remark on the three laft claffes, that the 
characters inferibed on the coins were fometimes Tartar, fometimes Ruffian, and fome- 
times both; as the fovereigns were more or lefs fubject to the Tartar yoke. 5, Coins . 
of the Great Dukes, beginning from Vaflili Demitrievitch, and ending with thofe of 
of Vaffili Ivanovitch. The year in which the Great Duke firft {truck money at Mof. - 
cow is not afcertained ; but from the Ruffian infcription on the moit ancient pieces of 
this clafs, Vnaes Veliti Vofili, the Great Duke Vaflili, probably about the year 1424, : 
when Vaffili Demitrievitch obtained a complete victory over Kundal, Khan of the ‘lar- 
tars. The year before the death of Ivan Vafhilievitch I. a coin was ftruck by Ariftotle 
of Bologna, who, with cther forcign artifis, was drawn by that Prince to Mofcow.. 
6. Coins of the princes of the blood who held independent principalities, thofe of Ga- |. 
litz, Svenigorod, Mofhaitk, Bielofero, Sufdal, Relan, ‘fver, &c. 7. Thofe of the prin- 
“cipal towns, which had the right of coining ; Novogorod, Plefcof, Mofcow, ‘Tver, &c. 
“'Yhe moft ancient are thofe of Novogorod, where the Tartar money had no currency ; 
as the commercial intercourle with foreign nations has introduced the Lithuanian and’ 
Swedith fpecie. 4 —_ ; ; 
* 8. Coins from the Tzar Ivan Vaffilievitch IL. to thé majority of Peter the Great. The 
firfk gold piece was made in the reign of Ivan, when the impreflion was greatly im-- 
proved. On fome of thefe pieces I obferved on one fide the {pread-eagle and an uni- 
‘corn, and onthe reverfe, the fpread-eagle, with a St. George and the dragon on its. ” 
breaft. The_firft introduction of the fpread-eagle is fuppofed to be owing to the mar- . 
riage of Ivan Vaffilievitch I, with the Greek Princefs Sophia, in whofe right he is faid 
to have founded pretenfions to the Greek empire, and to have borne that device upon 
his arms. But we have no proof of the fact, either from the coins of this monarch, or 
from the accounts of Herberftein and Poflevinus; and Ivan Vaffilievitch If. was un- ~ 
doubtedly the firft Prince under whom the device of the {fpread-eagle was ftamped on 
the coin; but hiftory is filent on what occafion it was afflumed. _The firft rouble, which 
before was only ufed like our pound fterling in computing, was coined by Alexéy Mi- 
chaelovitch.. In this clafs are three coins remarkable in the hiitory of the empire: the ~ 
firft is a Ruffian ducat, having the heads of the two Tzars Ivan and Peter Alexievitch 
on one fide, and on the other that of their fitter Sophia, with the crown, fceptre, and - 
royal robes. ‘The others are two coias of Ivan and Peter, which baflle the conje&tures 
of hiftorians: they bear no date; and as thefe Princes were joint fovereigns, no anti- 
quary has accounted for their feparate reprefentation, when the money during their 
reign was, excepting in this inftance, uniformly impreffed with both their heads. 9. The 
laft clafs comprifes all the money iffued by Peter and his fucceffors ; upon comparing 
._ thefe with the preceding coins,. it is evident to the commoaceit oblerver, haw much the 
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die was corrected by Peter the Great on his return from his travels; and that fince his 
time it has gradually degenerated *. : 

The cabinet is rich in Faftern. coins ; containing, among others, thofe of the Caliphs 
of Arabia and Samarcand ; of the Khans of Bulgaria, Crim Tartary, and Afof, and of 
the Mongol tribe called by the Ruffians the Golden Horde. Among the Indian pieces 
are the twelve roupees, reprefenting the twelve figns ef the Zodiac, of Queen Nourma- - 
hall, whofe hiftory, related in the travels of Tavernier +, has more the air of an Eaftern 
tale than of a true narrative f. : A ‘ 2 

In an adjoining apartment, I was ftruck with a waxen figure of Peter the Great, as 
large as life, fitting in an armed chair. The features bear an exaé& refemblance to the 
original, being taken froma mould applied to his face when dead, and coloured in 
imitation of his complexion. ‘The ecye-brows ‘and hair are black, the eyes dark, the 
complexion fwarthy, the afpeét ferocious, and the head inciined to one fide, according 
to his afual habit. He was very tall ; and on meafuring the figure, as well as the pof- 
ture would permit, the height exceeded fix feet. It is clothed in the only full drefs 
which that Emperor ever wore, the fame which he had on, when he placed the crown 
upon the head of his beloved Catherine. This drefs is of blue filk richly embroidered 
with filver; the flockings of flefh coloured filk, with filver clocks.. But I fhould have 
received more fatisfaction in contemplating this great monarch’s image, dreffed in the 
plain green uniform, and brafs-hilted {word and hat, which are preferved in the fame 
room, and were worn by him at the battle of Pultava; the hat is pierced near the 
. crown bya mujket ball. This apartment contains alfo the trowfers, worlted ftockings, 
fhoes, and cap, which he wore at Sardam, when he worked as.a fhipwright in the cha- | 
racter of Matter Peter. ‘ ; 

The Academy of Sciences have paid the greateft refpeét to the memory of their il- 
luftrious founder, by preferving in their mufeum the horfe which he rode at the battle 
of Pultava, two favourite dogs, his turning-lathe and tools, feveral fpecimens of his, 
workmanthip 5 aniron bar, with the following infeription: “ 1724, Thurfday, Feb. 21, 
His Majefty Peter I, being at Olonetz, forged this bar with his own hand.” I mutt 
not omit three goblets of filver, prefented to the fame monarch on launching three thips 
of the line, conftruéted under his immediate direGtion. One of thefe goblets, con- 
taining fixty-five medals of the French Kings, was the gift of the Emprefs Catherine, 
who equally availed herfelf of her hufband’s virtues and foibles to win his affections. 
Another article which engaged my attention, was the model of aveffel of one hundred 
and twenty guns, given by William III. to Peter dffting his refidence in England. 
The Emperor, who had received many marks of the King’s friendthip, prefented him 
with a diamond of great value, wrapped in a piece of common brown paper; an em-- 
blem of himfelf and his nation, whofe virtues and abilities were yet under a coarfe 
cover. 

This account of the Academy of Sciences fhould not be clofed without mentioning 
the Celeftial Sphere, or Globe of Gottorp, placed in a detached building, to preferve 
it from fire. It is a large hollow fphere, eleven feet in diameter, containing a. 
table, and feats for twelve perfons.. The infide reprefents the vilible furface of the 
heavens :. the ftars are diftinguifhed, according to their refpeCtive magnitudes, by gilded 
nails. Itis fet to the meridian of Pcterfbargh; and, being turned by a curious picce: 


* See Effai fur la Bib. p. 245. Verfuch ueber die alten Ruffichen Muentzen, Journ. St. Pet. 1784. 
. ‘t Tavernier’s Travels, Part Il. p. 1a. +  £ Bachmeilter, Eifai fur la Bibl. p. 254. 
or 
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of mechanifm, exhibits the true pofition of the heavens. The outfide 
terreftrial globe. -‘This machine is called the "Globe of G 

‘that name, which, at the expence of Frederic Ill. Duke of B 
torp by Andrew Buth, under the direction of Adam Glearius*. Its 
a defign found among the papers of the celebrated Tycho B¥a! 
Frederic [V. King of Denmark go Peter the Great, who faw it in 174 2 
much fatisfaétion at its curious ftrudture and mecharifm. ‘Lhe carriage. 
a machine from Gottorp to Peteriburgh was attended with 
It was conveyed over the fnow upon rolicrs and fledzes to F 
fent by fea to the new metropolist. This fphere was afterwa: 
of the Academy of Sciences, and burnt in 1747. Fromt 
the prefent globe was conftructed, with confiderable additions, and placed, ia 175 
in its prefent pofition. It is of the fame fizeas the original; and is far preferable, be- 
caufe all the modern difcoveries in geography and aftronomy have been added. The 
meridian and horizon were formed by Scott, an Englith mechaaic }. 

The Academy of Arts was eflablifhed by Elizabeth, at the fuggeftion of Count 
Schuvalof, and annexed to the Academy of Sciences: the fund was 4,Cool, per annum, 
and the foundation for forty fcholars. Catherine formed it into a fepartate inftitution, 
enlarged the annual revenue to 12,00cl., and augmented the number of {cholars to 300: 
fhe alfo conftructed, for the ufe and accommodation of the members, a large circular 
building, which fronts the Neva. The {cholars are admitted at the age of fix, continue: 
until they have attained that of eighteen; and are inftruded in reading, writing, arith. | 
metic, the French, and German languages, and drawing. At the age of fourteen they 
are at liberty to chufe any of the following arts, divided into four claffes. 1. Painting 
in all its branches of hiftory, portraits, ‘battles, and land{capes; architeture; Mofaic; 
enamelling; &c. 2. Engraving on copper-plates, feal-cutting, &c. 3. Carving in 
wood, ivory, and amber. 4. Watch-making, turning, infirument-making, caiting 
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* Buflching Erdbefchriebung, article Gottorp.. Ata Pet. for 71 Part IL. p. 7. 

+ Motraye’s Travels. ; 

t Travellers are too apt, in defcribing foreign countries, to overlook their own, and to reprefent many 
objects as extraordinary and peculiar, which may fometimes be found in greater perfe€tion at home. ‘Lo - 
avoid the imputation of this partial proceeding, I fhall here add, that this ailronomical machine is far infe- 
ridr in fize to one ereed at Pembroke college, in the univerfity of Cambridge, by the late Joc. Long, 
mafter of that fociety, which is thus deferibed by the do@or him : 

« [Thave, in a-room lately built in Zumbroke-Hall, ere@ed a fphere of eightcen fect diameter, wherein 
above thirty perfons may fit convenieit outh pole, by fix tteps; the 











XI@; the entrance into it is over the 
frame of the {phere confifts of a nnmber of iron meridians, not complete femicirles, the northern ends of 
which are {crewed toa large round plate cf brafs, with an hole in the centre of it; through tis hole from 
abeam inthe ceiling, comes the north pole, a roued iron rod, about three inches Jong, avd fupports the « 
upper parts of the {phere to its proper elevation for the latitude of Cambridge; the lower part of the 
fphere, fo much of it as is invifiblein England, is cut off; and the lower or fouthern ends of the meridians, 
-or truccated femicircles, terminate on, and are {crewed down to, a ftrong gircle of oak, of about thirteen |” 
feet diameter, which, when the fpbere is put into motion, rans upon large rollers of lignum vite, in the 
manner that the tops of fome wind-mills are made to turn round. Upon the iron meridians is fixed a zo- 
diac of tin painted blue, whereon the ecliptic and heliocentric orbits of the planets are drawn, and the con- 
fiellaiions and flars traced; the great and little Bear and Draco are already painted in their places round 

h vole; the Fett of the constellations are propofed to follow; the whole is turned round with a 
vel with as ltele labour as it takes to wind up a jack, though the weight of the iron, tin, and 
wooden circle, is about a thoufand pounds. When it is made ufe of, a planetarium will be placed in the 
middle thereof. The whole, with the fluor, is well fupperted by a frame of large timber.” A 

" Since che ahave was written, the {phere has beea comple‘ely finithed ; and ali the conftellations and ftars 
of the  hemilphcre, ‘vilibie at Cambridge, are painted in their proper places upon plates of iron 
Fcined together, which form one concave iuriace, ~~ : 
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‘flatues in bronze and other metals, imitating gems and medals in compofitions, gilding, ° 


and varnifhing. é ; 
Prizes are annually diftributed to thofe who excel in any particular art; and from 
thofe who havé obtained four prizes, twelve are felected, who are fent abroad at the 


charge of the emprefs. A certain fum is fent to defray their travelling expences ; and , 


, when they are fettled in any town, they receive an annual falary of 6ol. which is conti-. 
nued during four years, There is .a fmall affortment of paintings for the ule of the, 
fchelars; and thofe who have made great progrefs are permitted to copy the pictures’ 


in the imperial colle@ion. ‘There are alfo models in plaifler of the beft antique fatucs 
in Italy, all executed at Rome, of the fame fize with the originals, which the artifts of 
the Academy were employed to caft in bronze. We obferved feveral finifhed pieces of 
drawing, painting, and {fculpture, which had much merit, and feeyied to predict the fu- 
ture improvement of the arts in Ruffia. : < 
Though this inftitution is admirably calculated for promoting the liberal arts, and 
deferves the highcft encomiums, we mutt not be furprifed on confidering the fiall ef- 
fedis which have hitherto flowed from thisendowment. The {cholars for the moft part 
make a confiderable progrefs during their continuance in the academy, and many im- 
prove themiclves abroad. It is remarkable, however, that the perfons of the greateft 
“merit often fettie in other countries; or, if they return, foon fink into an indolence, which 
appears almoit national. The caute of this failure feems to proceed from the little en- 
‘couragement which they receive from the nation in general. ‘The fovereign may rear 
artilts, like foreign plants in a hot bed, at a prodigious expence, and by conttant culti- 
vation; but unlefs the fame care is continued when they are broughf&o maturity, they 
will ficken by neglect, And it is impoflible even for a monarch, however inclined to 
protect merit, or for a few of the nobility who follow fuch an illuftrious example, to 
_ diffofe love for the works of art among a people who mutt firft imbibe a degree of tate, 
‘which can only be acquired by experience: and if thofe who excel are not diftinguifhed, 
they cannot feel that noble {pirit of emulation which excites to excellence. As the 
‘nation, however, is gradually drawing towards a higher ftate of civilization and re. 
‘fincment; thefe inflitutions mult be produdtive of more extenfive and permanent 
effects, : 53 
The free Giconomical Society, or the Society for the Promotion of Agriculture, at 





Peterfburgh, owes its origin to the following occafion: The Emprefs one day at table | 


exprefling herfelf with warmth on the advantages that would refult from fuch afociety, 
firit fuggefted the idea to Prince Orlof who happened to be prefent. In conformity to 
the withes of his imperial miftrefs, he and fourteen other perfons, men of rank and 
learning, aflrabled in June 1765, drew up rules, formed themiclyes into a regular fo- 


cicty, and laid the plan before the emprefs, who fignified her approbation by an anfwer, . 


‘written with her own hand. 


“* The defign which you have juft formed for the improvement of agriculture and _ 


hufbandry, is highly agreeable to us; and your labours will be regarded as effeétual 
proofs of a true zeal and love for your country. Weconfider the plan and the regu- 
lations, by which you have bound yourfelves, as deferving our approbation, and we 
gracioufly allow you to be-called The Free Giconomical Society. You may reft aflured, 
that we take your fociety under our prote@ion : we not only coufent that you ufe our feal 
and imperial coat of arms; but, as a particular mark of our good will towards you, 
we permit you to bear our device in the center of our imperial coat of arms; namely, 
. +a hive, to which bees are bringing honey, with the motto * Profitably.’ 
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We gratify, moreover, your fociety with 6000 roubles, towards the purchafe of 
aconvenient houfe, as well for your meeting, as for the purpole of holding a library 
on fubjects of agriculture. Your labours will, under the proteétion of Divine Provi- 
dence, be highly advantageous to you and your pofterity; and we will not fail, in pro- 
portion as your zeal difplays itfelf, to increafe our good-will 

s¢ Oétober 31, 1765. CATHARINE.” 


The fociety confifts of a prefident, who is changed every four months, and of an 
‘indefinite number of members, ‘The candidate for admifiion mull be propofed by three 
members, and is reje&ed or admitted by the majority of the perfons prefent. The 
fociety is chiefly fupported by the voluntary contributions of its members, whofe num. 
ber in 1781 amounted.to one hundred and feventy-nine. The affembly meets regu- 
garly once a week, when the papers on agriculture and fimilar fubjects are read. 
‘Lhofe which are thought worthy of publication are printed at the expence of the Em. 
prefs, for the profit, of the fociety. ‘The work is fold at a low price; and twelve copies 
are forwarded gratis to the governors of each province, to be diltributed in the feveral 
governments. ‘Ihe tranfactions are cither-written or tranflated into the Ruffian language, 
and printed in odtavo. : . 

The fociety gives annual prizes, confifling of gold and filver. medals, or money, 
fometimes to the amount of 14cl., for the belt folutions of certain queftions relative to 
agriculture, and for improvements in hufbandry. The Emprefs, in the true fpirit of 

“this inflitution, fends feveral young men into England, to ftudy practical agriculture. 
‘They are chiefly raggmmended to Arthur Young Efg. who has diltinguifhed himfelf by 
many excellent works on various branches of hufbandry; and who was eleéted in the 
moft honourable manner a member of this fociety. 

In Peterfburgh are two feminaries for the education of the nobility; the Corps de Cas 
dets for males, and the Le Couvent des Demoifeiles Nobles for females. 

‘Lhe houfe appropriated for the feminary of the cadets, was formerly a palace belong. 
ing to prince Mentchikof fituatedin the Vafili Oftrof, and contains, including the ca- 
dets, at. leaft two thoufand perlons. ‘Lhis inflitution owes its origin to the Emprefs 
Anne, by the advice of Marfhal Munic, but has been fo much improved, and the fund 
fo confiderably eularged, by Catherine I], that her majefty may almoft be called its 
foundrets. ‘Lhe annual income is 30,000l, for the reception of fix hundred boys. 

‘In November 1778, there were four hundred and eighty nobles, and fixty-four gym- 
nafiaits, or children of inferior ranks, who are defigned to be tutors to noblemen’s chil+ 
dren, and are inflructed in claffical literature. “The nobles are chiefly intended for the 
army, and are drefled in uniforms; a few excepted, who follow a civilline. The chil- 
dren are admitted at the age of fix, and remain fifteen years: they are divided into five 
claffes, and learn French, German, arithmetic, fortification, taftics, hiltory, and geoe 

graphy. They alfo recvive leflons in dancing, fencing, and riding, and fome in draw. 
ig and mufic. ‘The boys whofe genius prompts them to fuch ftudies, are provided 
with matters in the Latin, Englith, and ‘Vartar tongues. The cadets are divided into 
companies; and regularly trained to military exerciles.. During fix wecks in fummer 
they form an encampment near the town, arc reviewed, and perform all the manccuvres 
of war. -Prizes of books, gold and filver medals, ribbends, and ftars, are annually 
diftributed among thofe wh excel, as well in their refpedtive fludies and empioyments, 
asin their exercitcs, Of thofe whofe merit has entitled them to fix prizes, three are 
annually feleCted to travel, with an allowance to-each of 120). per annum 
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The boys are brought up in the hardieft manner; they are not, even in winter, clad 
in furs, nor always indulged in the ufe of foves.. They are habituated to all kinds of 
exercife, and particularly to running and leaping. I faw fome of the largeft cadets en- 
gaged in thefe manly diverfions. At the further end of a large hall ftood a leathern 
horfe, the higheft part of which was at lealt fix feet. They leaped over it in every di- 
rection, fprung over the head, vaulted into the feat, turned themfelves round on it, 
poifed themfclves on their hands with their head on the faddle and their fect in the air, 
and then threw themfelves from that pofture upon the floor on their legs: with other 
feats, which they performed with as much eafe and agilily as the moft expert tumblers. 
Thefe exercifes are of great ule in ftretching their limbs, opening their chefts, and ren« 
dering them robuftand a¢tive. In every department great attention is paid to cleanlinefs, 
and the boys are remarkably healthy. Ouce or twice in winter, the cadets are permitted 
to give a mafquerade and ball to the principal nobility, on which occafion, fome of the 
young ladies ivom the female feminary are generally invited as partners for the upper 
boys. One of thefe entertainments, at which we were prefent, was conducted with 
great elegance and propriety. 

Vhe feminary for the education of the female nobility, ufually called Le Convent des 
Demoifelles Nobles, is fituated at the extremity of the fuburbs of Alexander Neviki. 
The cdifice, which is a large quadrangular building, was erected by Elizabeth fora nun- 
nery; but was converted by Catherine to its prefent ufe, and endowed with a falary of 
16,0001. per annum. It was firft opened in 1764, for the reception of children: the 
foundation is for two hundred nobles, and two hundred and forty bourgesifes, or chil- 
dren of lower rank. To thefe the Emprefs has added fifty f{upernumerary nobles, called 
penfionaires; and Mr. Betfkoi, the humane direétor of all thefe ufeful focieties for edu. 
cation, fupports forty bourgesifes at his own expence. The girls are admitted between 
the age of five and fix, and quit the feminary about eighteen. Formerly the young la- 
‘dies and the bourgeosifes were brought up in the fame manner, without the leaft attention’ 
to difference of rank and fortune; but this plan is wifely amended, and they now ree 
ceive an education more adapted to their refpective fituations in life. 2 

They are both divided into. four claffes. The firft clafs is habited in white, the 
fecond in light brown, the third in green, and the loweft in chocolate. The drefs of 
the dourgevifes is coarfer than, the young ladies: the firft clafs of whom wear alfo black 
handkerchiefs and green aprons; while the dourgeoifes are clothed entirely in white. 
They all learn reading, writing, accounts, and needle-work. The young ladies are 
feparately inftruéted in hiftory and geography, and acquire, befide a grammatical 
knowledge of their native tongue, the French, German, and Italian languages, and 
receive leflons in dancing, mufic, and drawing, according to the bent of their genius. 
Inftead of thefe accomplifhments, the deurgecifes are employed in the management of 
houfehold affairs; they prepare and wash their own linen, are taught to make bread, 
and trained to the art of cookery. One of the apartments was hung with the defigns, 
paintings, charts, genealogical tables, and other trophies which difplayed the ingenuity 

"of the young ladies. Thofe who diftinguith themfelves, receive annual prefents, con- 
filling chiefly of ribbands, which are worn in bows at their fides. 

On the day in which we vifited this noble foundation, a hundred poor women dined 

‘in the hall, and were attended by the young ladies, who diftributed to each perfon a 
fmall filver coin, and a few yards of linen. This ceremony was inflituted to inculcate 
in their tender minds an attention to the poor, and a readinels to relieve diltrefs. 

The quadrangular building contains an elegant theatre, in which the young Jadies 
occafionally act plays. We were prefent at a reprefentation, and were greatly enter- 


ei oy. 
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tained with the performance, The theatre isa circilar room, neatly painted with trees. 
in imitation of a landicape, and feemed capable of containing four hundred fpeétators. 
- The pieces were, La Servant. Maitrefé, and L’Oracle, both performed in the French: 
tongue ; the firll by young ladies of fixteen or feventeen years of age, and the laft by 
others of ten or twelve. Both parties acted with fpirit, and difplayed great propriety in. 
gefture and elocution. I was greatly aftonifhed at the purity with which they pro- 
nounced the French tongue, The reprefentation was conluded by a ballet, and various’ 
dances, adapted to the ages and ftrength of the feveral performers. ‘The national 
dance was introduced; it is executed by two perfons, who continue nearly on the 
fame {pot, but ufe a variety of movements with the arms, body, and head, while their 
thoulders are elevated and depreffed in exact meafure. It is expreffive of a courtthip 5. 
firft languifhing looks, coynefs, refufal, and inviiation; at length the two dancers,. 
having once or twice changed places, make a couple of circles brifkly, and conclude 
with an embrace. : 

The play was followed by a ball and fupper, to which were admitted feveral of the- 
nobility and foreiyn gentlemen, and a few of the cadets. At twelve a collation was. 
ferved on feveral tabl-s, at which parties promifcuoufly ranged themfelves. As I was 
walking about the room, one of the young ladies obferving a for-igner unprovided 
with a feat, quitted the table where fhe was fitting, and politely invited me to make one: 
of her party, an invitation I immediately accepted. I withdrew, with the reft of the- 
company, at two o’clock in the morning, highly delighted with the eafe and innocent; 
vivacity of my fair entertainers, whofe politenefs and affability befpoke the elegant. 
fpirit of the inftitution, 


Cuap. XVIII.— Anecdotes of Profeffor Pallas. —His Travels and Works.—~Circumftances- 

© of Dr. Samuel Gmelin’s Death.—-Memoirs of Guldenftaedt.— His Travels into Georgia: 
and Imeretia.—Reception at the Courts of the Princes Heraclius and Solomon.—Works 
of Guldenftaedt. a : 


THE eminent naturalift and traveller, Peter Simon Pallas *, is fon of Simon Pallas, 
a native of Johannifburgh in Praffia, who was profeflor of furgery at Berlin, and 
diftinguifbed himfelf among the writers of phyfic, by a Lreatife on the Operations of, 
Surgery,; publifhed in 17635 and by a Supplement on the Difeafes of the Bowels, ia. 
1770, in which year he died, at the age of feventy-fix. ; : 

Peter Simon Pallas was born at Berlin, on the 22d of September 1741.. ‘He re«. 
ceived the early part of his education from private tutors in his father’s houfe, under: 
whom he made an aftonifhing progrefs. Among the preceptors to whom the great’na- 
turalift expreffes his particular obligations, muft be d:Hinguifhed John Martin Sheyling, 
who behaved to him more like a friend thana mafter, Sheyling being not an inelegant: 
writer, ‘and particularly attached to poewy, the young fcholar imbibed froni_ his 
mafter’s inftructions and. example a taite for poetry, and compofed feveral pieces in 
verfe,’which have been given to the public. To the fame perfon he was likewife in~ 
debted to a very early aitachment to entomology. Being deftined to fludy phyfic fo 
early as the thirteenth year of his age, he attended a courfe of. lectures on anatomy, 


* Tam indebted to Mr, Pallas himfelf, for many anecdotes of his early life, and for fome part of the 
remaining account of the learned profeflor to ry ingenious friend Dr. Pulteney, well known te the public 
by his “ General View of the Writings of Linus,” . 


phys 
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phyficlogy, botany, medicine, and furgery, under profeffors Meckel, Sproegel, Gle- 
ditch, Rolof, and his father, and applied himfelf with great affiduity to anatomical 
diffections.. He made fuch rapid advances in thefe branches of fcience, that, in the 
beginning of 1758, he was enabled to read a courfe of public le€tures‘on anatomy 
which every fubjedt, who praétifes phyfic in the Pruffian dominions, is obliged to 
give, as a. proof of his proficien:y.. Yet, although thus occupied in his profetlional 
labours, his indefatigable genius {till found leifure to purfue the ftudy of infeéts, and 
other branches of zoology, for which he feems at an early period to have conceived a 
predilection, and in which he eminently excels.” "i 

In the autumn M, Pallas repaired to the univerfity of Halle, where he attended the 
lectures of the celebrated Segner on mathematics and phyfics, and improved his know- 
ledge of mineralogy in the environs of that city. ; 

in the fpring of 1759, he removed to Gottingen; and, although a long and dan- 
gerous illnefs prevented him from profecuting his ftudies with his ufual ardour; yet 
he reaped great benefit from the inftruétions of the phyficians Roederer and Vogel, 
and improved his general knowledge by his-accefs to the public library. i 

During his refidence at Gottingen, he made numerous experiments on the effect of 
poifons and other violent remedies, applied himfelf to the diffe@ion of animals, and 
formed repeated obfervations on the worms which breed in the inteftines, on which 
fubje& he compofed an ingenious treatife, under the title of De infe/is viventibus intra 
viventia, defcribing with fingular accuracy thofe. worms which are found.in the human: 
body. : 

In July 1760,. he was attracted to the univerfity of Leyden by the fame of the celes 
brated phyficians and naturalifts Albinus, Gaubius, and Mutchenbroek ; and by them. 
he was noticed as a young man of promifing genius and indefatigable ardour. . His tax 
lents particularly recommended him to the favour of Gaubius, the principal profeffor. 
In December he took his doétor’s degree, and diftinguifhed himfelf by an inaugural: 
differtation,.in which he defended, by new experiments, the differtation on worms com- 
poled at: Gottingen. . 

During his refidence at Leyden, natural’ hiftory became his predominant purfuit 5: 
he employed all the time which he could {teal from his profeffional {tudies in viliting 
the public and private cabinets of natural hiftory, with which Leyden abounded, and 
was particularly charmed with the colléction of Gronovius. 

Having vifited the principal cities of Holland, he direéted his courfe to London,. 
where he arrived in July 1761, with a view to improve his knowledge of medicine and 
furgery.. But he was now fo much abforbed in his paffion for natural hiftory, that he 
neglected every other purfuit, and devoted himielf to this favourite branch of fcience. 
He feemed to have no other occupation by day than to examine the various collections 
and to perufe the. principal books which le could procure on the fubje€& of natural 
hiliory 5 nay, fo eager was he in thefe purfuits, that he frequently employed the greater’ 
part of the night, and occafionally even whole nights together, whenever he met with 
any view publication, which’ awakened his curiofity. With a view of extencing his 
knowledge, he took feveral journies to the fea coalts, and particularly in Suffex ; and f 
have often heard him lament with regret, that the feantinefs of his income did not per- 
mit him to extend his refearches to the principal parts of Great Britain. 

Being at length fummoned by his father to Berlin, he quitted London with regret 
in April 1762, and repaired to Harwich to embark immediately for Holland; but 
being fortunately detained for feveral days by contrary winds, he examined the ie 

‘ : : ccaits, 
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coat, and collected various marine productions, On the 13th of May, he landed ix 


‘Holland; and,’ pafling through the Hague, Leyden, Amfterdam, and the circle of | 


‘Weltphalia, arrived at Berlin on the 12th of June. 

‘To commence the practice of his profeflion, his father fent him to Hanover for the 
purpofe of procuring the place of furgeon in the allied army 5 but on his arrival in 
July, the peace being nearly concluded, he returned to Berlin. He there pafid a 
year, which he chiefly employed in preparing materials for a Fauna Infeétorum Mar 
chica; ora Defcription of the Infeéts in the March of Brandenburgh 5 the manulcript. 
of which now remains unpublithed in the pofleffion of profeilor Sandford, at Leyden, 
becaufe the author diffidently citeemed it unworthy of publication. : 

Animated by his predilection for natural hiftory, he extorted his father’s confent to 
fettle in Holland, and arrived in September at the Hague, where he obtained a fettle. 
ment through the recommendation of Gaubius. 

His reputation as a man of {cience being eftablifhed, he was eleGed Fellow of the 
Royal Society of London, and member of the academy Des Curieux de la Nature; to 
both of which focieties he had previoufly fent fome interefting papers. 

His intimacy with the moft celebrated naturalifis in Holland, particularly with thofe of, 
the Hague, who had juft eftablithed a literary fociety ; the free accefs which he had to the 
mufeum of the Prince of Orange,and other curious cabinets; the fyitematic catalogues of 
thofe collections which he drew up, feveral of which he gave to the public, contributed to 
advance his knowledge of natural produG@ions in the various parts of the globe; and to 
furnifh him fuch materials as gave birth to thofe accurate compofitions. which have 
defervedly diftinguifhed him as the firft zoologift of Europe. One of his firtt works in 
this branch of icience, which. rendered him eminently confpicuous, was Elenchus Zooe 
phytorums eS 

‘ihe attention which Pallas beftowed on the Zoophytes, or animal-plants, in the 
inveltigation of the worms infefting the human body, particularly the uncommon na- 


ture ot the tenia, or tape-worn, as he acknowledges, feems to have led him into this - 


line of natural feience. In this work, which is printed in o@avo, after treating on the 
nature of thefe animals in a general way, and giving the various opinions of authors 
relating to the place they ought to hold in the Syftem of Nature, he delcribes, from 
his own infpe€tion, more than two hundred and feventy fpecies of thofe worms and 
animalcules, which are known under the generical names of polypes, corals, madres 
pores, corallines, fea-pens, tenia or tape-worm, fponges, fea-fans, &c. : 
The free accefs which he had to the mufeum of the Prince of Orange, and other 
curious colleétions in Holland, enabled him to enrich his work with the defcription of 
various productions, brought from both Indies. He has deferibed each {pecies at large, 
and given it a new name, charaéteriftic of its real diflinGions 5 and (what efpecially in- 


creaics the value of his work) he has extricated, as far as poffible, the fynonyms of © 


former authors, both ancient and modern; thus rendering his book highly ufeful to 
thofe who are curious in this branch of natural hittory. 
In a dedication to his Mi/cellanea Zoologica, publithed in the fame year, the author lays 
before the Prince of Orange a plan for a voyage to the Cape of Good Hope, and to the 
_ other Dutch fettlements in the Eaft Indies ; and which, impelled by an ardour of fcien. 
tic knowledge, he offered to undertake and fuperintend. This plan, calculated to 
improve our acquaintance with the natural hiftory of thofe regions, was flrongly re. 
commended by Gaubius, and approved by the Prince; but was obftruéted by the 
author’s father, who recalled him to Berlin. 


4 ; Pallas, 
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Pallas, with great relu€tance, quitted Holland in November 1766; and on his return 
to Berlin, he arranged his numerous materials for the public. But he had {carcely 
begun to: publith his Spicilegia Zoologica, before he was invited by the Emprefs Catha- 
rine II, to accept the profefforfhip of natural biftory in the Imperial Academy of Sci- 
ences. Although in this in{tance his father and relations again withheld their confent, 
yet the author’s ardent zeal for his favourite fcience, and an irre/iftible defire to vifit 
regions fo little known, and abounding in the produ@tions of nature, induced him to 
hatten his departure for a country, where his curiofity was likely'to be amply gratified. 
He accordingly quitted Berlin in June 1767, and arrived at Peteriburgh on the 1oth of 
Aupufk. ¢ . 

He made his appearance among the Ruffians at a critical period. The Emprefs had 
already ordered the Academy of Sciences to fend aftronomers into various parts of the 
Raflian empire, to obferve the tranfit of Venus over the fun’s difk, in 1769. Being 
juft returned from a voyage down the Volga, and from vifiting the interior provinces 
of European Ruflia, the enlightened fovereign had perceived the deficiency of the topo- 
piphica wos, wa waged the ulus oh Vepuing lawned nen te wih he 
diftant provinces of her extenfive dominions, with a view to enlarge the bounds of fci- 
ence, and fpread the knowledge of ufeful arts among the natives. For this purpofe 
Catharine had directed the Academy to fend, in company with the Aftronomers, the 
moft able naturaliits and philofophers. Pallas having offered to accompany this expes 
dition, was charged with drawing up general inftructions for the naturalifts, and gratie 
fied with the choice of his aflociates. To him was fubmitted, at his own requeft, the 
condud of the expedition to the caft of the Volga, and towards the extreme parts of 
Siberia; and he was beft calculated for that expedition, as the elder Gmelin, his pre= 
curfor in thofe regions, had almoft entirely neglected zoology. Pallas employed the 
winter in forming a fyftemaric catalogue of the animals in the cabinet of the Academy 5 
in putting into order the celebrated collection of profeffor Breyn of Dantzic, lately pur. 
.chafed by Prince Orlof; in preparing for the prefs fix numbers of his Spicilegia Zoolo- 
gica, which were printed during his abfence under the direction of Dr. Martin, and in 
forming the neceflary arrangements for his expedition. 

At length, in June 1768, he quitted Peterfburgh, in company with Meffrs. Falk, 
Lepekin, and Guldenftaedt, as his aflociates, pafied through Mofcow, Vlodimir, Kafi- 
mof, Murom, Arfamas, to Cafan; and having examined great part of that province, 
wintered at Simbirfk. From thence he departed in March, and penetrated through 
Samara, and Orenburgh, as far as Gurief, a {mall Ruffian fortrefs, fituated at the mouth 
of the river Yaic, or Ural. There he examined the confines of Calmuc Tartary, and 
the neighbouring fhores of the Cafpian; and returning through the province of Oren- 
burgh, pafled the fecond winter at Ufa. After feveral expeditions in the adjacent re« 
gions, he left Ufa on the 16th of May 1770, profecuted his route through the Uralian 
mountains to Catharinenburgh, vifited the mines, proceeded to Tcheliabinik, a finall 
fortrefs in the government of Orenburgh, and in December made an excurfion as far 
as Tobolfk. A : 

The next year he was employed in traverfing the Altai Mountains, and tracing the 
courfe of the Irtifh to Omfk and Kolyvan; where having infpected the celebrated itlver 
mines, he proceeded to Tomfk, and finithed that year’s expedition at Krafnojarik, a 
town upon the Yniféi. In that place, fituated only in the fifty-fixth degree of north” 
latitude, the cold was fo intenfe, that the learned profeffor was witnefs to the natural 
congelation of quickfilver, which curious phenomenon he has minutely defcribed *. 


* See Pallas Reife, P. TfL p. 4797-4195 and a tranflaiion of this remarkable paffage, in vol. i. p. 227° 
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From Krafnojarfk Pallas departed on the 7th of March 1772, and proceeded by Tre 
kutfk, and acrofs the Lake Baikal, to Udintk, Sclenginfk, and Kiatka, which is the prine 
cipal mart of trade between Ruffia and China. Having penetrated into that part of 
Dauria which is.fituated in the fouth-eaftern region of Siberia, he journeyed between, 
the rivers Ingoda and Argoon, at no great diflance-from the Amoor; thence tracing 
the lines which feparate the Ruffian empire from the Mongo! hordes dependent on, 
Cbina, he returned to Selenginfk, and again wintered at Kyafnojarfx. Tu the fummer 
of 1773, he vifited Vara, Yaitfk, and Aftracan; and concluded that year’s reute at 
Tzaritzin, a town upon the Volga; from whence he continued his journey in the 
enfuing {pring, and arrived at Petersburgh on the 3oth of July 1774, after an abfence 
of fix years. 

The account of this extenfive and interefling tour was publihed in three parts *, con. 
‘taining two thoufand and four pages, in five volumes quarto, which has greatly con- 
:tributed to extend his fame and eftablifh his chara&er. Pallas, in this valuable work, 
has entered into a geographical and topographical defcription of the provinces, towns, 
and villages which he vifited in his tour, accompanied with an accurate account of their 
antiquities, hiftory, produdtions, and commerce. He has diferiminated many of the 
tribes who wander over the various diftriGs, and néar the confines of Siberia; detailed, , 
with peculiar precifion, their cufloms, manners, and languages ; and rendered his tra- 

.vels invaluable to the naturalift, from many important difcoveries in the animal, Vegce 
table, and mineral kingdoms. Thee travels are written in the German language 5 but 
the author has added to each part en appendix in the Latin <engue, which contains 
near four hundred fcientific deferiptions of feveral quadruneds, birds, fifh, infects, and 
plants. Ele has alfo greatly contributed to encreafe the utility of his performance by 
-charts, and engravings of various antiquities, of feveral tariar dreffes and idols, and of 
smany animals and plants. ; : 

Expeditions of this kind into inhofpitable regions, among vagrant and almoft bar- 
‘barous nations, are full of danger; as was fufficiently experienced by Muller, and 
Gmelin. the clter, in the reign of the Emprefs Anne; and nothing but the moft intenfe 
ardour for fcience can ftimulate men to fuck hazardous.undertakings, In that expe- 
dition Be Pile and Steller perifhed; and, as if thefe fchemes were deftined ta ill fate, 
Dr. S Gmelin, afer having loft many of his papers and colleficns, funk under grief 
and difesfe, and expired in a finall village of Mount Caucafus, in 1774. Falk died in 
the courle.of the iourney, and profeffor Lowitz was wantonly maffacred by the inhuman 
Pugatchef. S ‘ : 

Pallas fortunately returned, but from the manner in which he finihes his travels, not 
withoutenduring many hardihips, and narrowly efeaping from the moft imminent dangers. 
* On the 3oth of July L reached Peterfbargh, with an enfeebled body and grey hairs, 
though only in the three and thirtieth year of my age; but yet much ftronger than 

swhen I was in Siberja ; and full of grateful acknowledgments to Providence for having 
‘preferved and delivered me from numberlefs perils.’?- 

Pallas, known to the generality of the Englifh readers only as a great naturalift, de- 
ferves a confiderable place among thofe writers who have fucceeded in developing the 
complicated hiftory of the roving tribes fcattered over thofe extenfive regions which 
dtretch from the heart of Siberia, to the northern limits of India. Ina recent publica- 
tion, intitled Colleétions upon the Political, Phyfical, and Civil Hiftory of the Mongol 
Tribes t, he has thrown new light upon the annals of a people, whofe ance‘tors ‘cone 

* Reife durch verfehiedenen Provinzen des Rufifchen- Reicks. A French tranflation of this intere fling 
awork has aifo, been publithed: 

t Samiungen Hy. Nachuichten seul Klongolifchen Vetkerchaften. 
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quered Ruffia, China, Perfia, and Indoftan; and, at more than one period, eftablifhed, 
perhaps as large an empite as ever was poffefled by a fingle nation. ‘The materials for 
this publication he celleGed, partly during an intercourfe with the Mongols, Burats, 
and Galmucs, and partly from the communications of Muller and Gmelin, 

Hitherto moft authors who have written upon thefe Afiatic hordes, have called them 
all indifcriminately by the name of Tartars ; but this erroneous appellation. is rettified 
by Pallas, who proves unqueftionably that the Mongol tribes are a diigindt race from 
the Tartars ; differing from them in features, language, and government, and refemblin g 
them in nothing but in their inclination to a roving life. ‘This primitive nation of Afia, 
whofe origin, hiftory, and prefent ftate form the fubject of this intereiling work, dates its 
eclebrity from their founder Zinghis Khan. When his vat dominions fell to pieces 
under his fucceffors in the fixteenth century, the Mongol and Tartar hordes, who com 
pofed one empire, again feparated, and have fince continued diftinG& and independent. 
‘The Mongol hordes Pallas divides into three principal branches, Mongols, Oerats or 
Calmucs, and Burats; which he defcribes with that precifion and accuracy which diftin- 
guifh all his writings. 

\n the fame year in which the profeffor printed his Elenchus Zoophytorum, he alfo pub- 
lithed a treatife under the title of Mi/cellanca Zoologica quibus nove imprimis atque obfcure 
Animalium Species deferibuntur, et Obfervationibus Iconibufque illufirantur, ‘This work 
was incorporated into a fubfequent publication the next year, on his return to Berlin, 
entitled, Spicilegia Zoologica; which has been continued in numbers, or fa/ciculi, at un- 
certain periods until 1780, when the fourteenth was delivered. It contains, befides the 
letter-prefs, feventy-two plates, and reflects the higheft credit on the author, as a moft 
careful obferver and critic in zoology. ‘he works of Buffon amply teftify the labours 
of Pallas in the fupplementary volumes, and Pennant makes frequent acknowledge- 
ments of his obligations to the fame fource, particularly for his Hiftory of Quadrupeds 
and Arétic Zoology. ‘ 

In June 1777 the learned profeffor read before the Academy of Peterfburgh, in a 
meeting at which the King of Sweden was prefent, a Differtation on the Formation of 
Mountains, and the Changes which this Globe has undergone, particularly in the Ruf 
fian Empire. This curious treatife, written in the French tongue, was printed at 
St. Peterfburgh ; and a tranflation of it is given by Mr. Tooke in his Ruffia Iu 
irata. 

In 1778 he publifhed Nove Species Quadrupedum e Glirium Ordine. This perform- 
ance, printed at Erlang in quarto, contains twenty-feven plates, and defcribes numbers 
of the rat genus, and their anatomy. In 1781 he brought out Lnuwmeratio Plantarum 
que in Horto Procopii & Demidof Mofcud vigent (Pet. ottavo); or, Catalogue of the 
Plants in Mr. Demidof’s Gardens at Mofcow; and in the fame year he gave to the 

ublic two volumes, in o€tavo, of an interefting work in the German tongue, called, 
Neue Nordifche Beytrage, &c. or New Northern Colleétions on various Subjects of 
Geography, Natural Hiftory, and Agriculture, which have been followed by five ad- 
ditional volumes. . 

In 1782 he put forth two fa/ciculi, or numbers, of Leones Infectarum prefertim Ruffie 
Siberieque peculiarium, &c. quarto, Erlang; or, Figures of Inicéts, principally of thofe 
which are peculiar to Ruffia and Siberia, accornpanied with defcriptions and illuftra- 
tions. ‘Uhefe two numbers treat of the /carabei, curculiones, tenebriones, bupeftres, me- 
Jccdes, cerambyces, with fix plates, containing coloured figures of one hundred and eighty 
infeéts of thofe genera. 









rr 


3842 CoxWSs TRAVELS IN RUSSIA: 


In 1784 he publithed the firft number of a Mora Ruffica*; or, a Defcription of the 
Plants of the whole Ruffian Empire; a {plendid work, which was executed at the 
Emprefs’s expence, and owes its origin to the following circumftance: Her Majefty 
inquiring of Pallas the Ruffian names of feveral plants, the author fent fome dried 
fpecimens, which he accompanied with a fhort defcription of each plant, and a differ- 
tation on their ufes. Catharine, pleafed with the method, ordered him to defcribe in 
the fame manger the botany of the whole empire, and to fpare no expence in the exe- 
cution of the work. ‘The fecond number came out in 1789. 

‘The revifal of a curious, though lefs interelting publication, which fhows the verfa- 
tility of the author’s talents, unfortunately contributed to delay the completion of the 
Flora Ruffica and his zoological refearches; this work is an univerfal vocabulary, of 
which he fuperintended the impreflion, and which the Emprefs of Ruflia collected from 
all quarters of the globe. 

Exclufive of thefe feparate publications, he has printed in the Acts of the Imperial 
Academy of Sciences, various zoological and botanical differtations, which prove his 
accurate knowlege of natural hiftory. 

It cannot but be pleafing to the lovers of {cience to be informed, that Pallas has been 
diftinguifhed with a mark of imperial favour, being appointed member of the board of 
mines, with an additional falary of 2ool. per annum, and honoured with the order of 
St: Volodimir. ‘The Emprefs alfo purchafed his ample colleGtion of natural hiftory, in 
a manner highly flattering to the author, and honourable to herfelf. Being informed 
that he was defirous to dilpofe of that collection, Her Majefty fent word, that her coun- 
try thould not be deprived of fo curious a cabinet; that fhe would be the purchafer, 
and ordered him to make out the catalogue, and fix the price. He accordingly named 
15,000 roubles}. * Having examined the catalogue, fhe added with her own hand, 
* My, Pallas underftands natural hiftory much better than figures; he ought to have 
charged 20,000 inftead of 15,000 roubles for fo many valuable articles. The Emprefs, 
however, takes upon herfelf to correct the miftake, and hereby orders her treafurer to 
pay 20,000 roubles. At the fame time Mr. Pallas fhall not be deprived of his collec- 
tion, which fhall ftill continue to be in his own poffeffion during his life, as he fo well 
nderftands how to render it moft ufeful to mankind.” 

As the care of putting into order and publifhing the papers of Gmelin and Gulden~ 
ftaedt, is configned to Pallas, I fhall clofe this chapter with a fhort account of thofe 
learned profeffors. 

Dr. Samuel Gmelin, profeffor at Tubingen, and afterwards member of the Imperial 

cademy of Sciences at Peterfburgh, commenced his travels in Junc 1768, and having 
traverfed the provinces of Mofcow, Voronetz, New Ruffia, Azof, Cafan, and Aftra- 
can, vilited, in 1770 and 1771, the different harbours of the Cafpian, and examined 
thofe parts of Perfia which border upon that fea, of which he has given a cirumftantial 
account in the three volumes of his travels already publifhed. Animated with a 
zeal for extending his obfervations, he attempted to pafs through the weftern pro- 
vinces of Perfia, which are in a perpetual ftate of warfare, and infefted by numercus 
banditti. 


* ‘The botanical reader is referred to the Gentleman’s Magazine for Augui 1785, for a {cientific ac- 
count of the Flora Ruffica; of which no other recommendation need be given, than that it was written by 
Dr. Pulteney. 

+ Pallas has fettled in Crim Tartary, or Taurida, on an eflate granted by the Emprefa; he has lately 
publithed the firft volume of a defcription of that country. 
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He quitted in April 1772, Einzelle, a {mall trading place.in Ghilan, on the fouthern: - 
fhore of the Cafpian, but, on account of many difficulties and dangers, did not, until 
the fecond of December 1773, reach Sallian, a town fituated at the mouth of the river 
Koor, From thence he proceeded to Baku and Kuba, in the province of Shirvan, 
where he met with a friendly reception from Ali Feth Khan, the fovereign of that dif 
ti@. After he had been joined by twenty Uralian Coffacs, and when he was only 
four days’ journey from the Ruffian fortrefs Kiflar, he and his companions were, on the 
sth of February 17745 arrefted by order of Ufmti Khan, a petty Tartar Prince, through 
whofe territori¢s he was obliged to pals. Ufméi urged, as a pretence for this arreft, 
that thirty years before foveral families had efcaped from his dominions, and fqund an 
afylum in the Ruifian territories ; adding, that Gmelin fhould not be releafed until thefe 
families were reftored. ‘The profefior was removed from prifon to prifon, till wearied 
out with continual perfecutions, he expired on the 27th of July at Achmet-Kent, a vil- 
lage of Mount Caucafus. His death was occafioned partly by vexation for the lofs of 
feveral papers and collections, and partly by diforders contracted from the fatigues 
of his long journey. Some of his papers were fent to Kiflar during his imprifonment ; 
and the others were refcued from the hands of the barbarian who detained him in cap-~ 
tivity *. 

Tobin Anthony Guldenftaedt was born at Riga, on the 26th of April 1745, received 
the rudiments of his education in that town, and in 1763 was admitted into the medical 
college of Berlin, He completed his ftudies atFranckfort upon the Oder, and in 1767 
received the degree of doctor of phyfic in that univerfity: On account of his knowledge 
of foreign languages, and progrefs in natural hiftory, he was confidered as a fit perfon 
to engage in the expeditions planned by the Imperial Academy. Being invited to Pe- 
terfburgh, he arrived in that city in 1768, was created adjunct of the Academy, and in 
1770, member of that fociety, and profeffor of natural hiftory. In Jane 1768 he com- 
menced his travels, and was abfent feven years. From Mofcow, where he continued 
till March 1769, he paffed to Voronetz, Yzaritzin, Aftracan, and Kiflar, a fortrefs on 
the weltern fhore of the Cafpian, and clofe to the confines of Perfia. In 1770 he exa- 
mined the diftricts watered by the rivers Terek, Sunfha, and Alkfai, in the eaftern ex- 
tremity of Caucafus, and in the courfe of the enfuing year penetrated into Offetia, in the 
higheft part of the fame mountain, where he collected vocabularies of the language, 
made inquiries into the hiftory of the people, and difcovered fome traces of chriftianity 
Having vifited Cabarda, and the northern chain of the Caucafus, he 


among them. 
dience of Prince Heraclius ¢, who was 


proceeded to Georgia, and was admitted to an au 


wncamped about ten miles from Teffiis. 
The 


* See Bach. Ruff. Bibl. for 1775, P- $0 
+ Prince Heraclius, or, a6 he was called, the Tar Iracli, who made fo bold a fiand agairit the Tarke 


tn the lait war between the Porte and Ruflia, and pofieffed all Georgia, Kaketi, and the two fmall dilri@e 
‘of Bortthal and Kotak, which were ceded to him by Nadir Shah, was then above fixty years old, of a middle 
tize, with a long countenance, a dark complexion, large eyes, and 2fmallbeard. He pafled his youth at 
the court and in the army of the celebrated Nadir Shah, where he contracted a fondne!s for Pertian cuf- 
toms and manners, which be introduced into his kingdom. He had fevea forisand fix daughters. He was 
much revered and dreaded by the Perfian Khans, his neighbours, and ufually chofen to mediate between 
them in their difputes with each other. When they were at war, be fupported one of the pa ies with a 
few troops, Wino diftufed a fpirit and courage among the refit, becaufe the Georgian foidiers were elleemed 
the bravelt of thofe parts, and Prince Heraclius himfelf was rerowred for his courage nd military Scilly 
When on horfeback, he always had a pair of loaded pillols at his girdle, and, if the enemy was near, 3 muf 
‘et flung over his fhoulder. In all engagements he was the foremoit to give examples of perfonal bravery, 
and frequently charged the enemy at the kead of his troops. He loved pomp and expence ; he adopted 
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ae The 'profeffor accompanied Prince Heraclius in-a campaignzalong the banks of “the. 

river Koor, tighty miles into the interior part of Georgia; and returned with him to 
‘Tefflis. All the houfes of that capital are of {tone, with flat ‘roofs, which ferve, ac- 
cording to the cuftom of the Eaft, as walks for the women, ‘The buildings are neat 
and clean, but the ftreets are exceedingly dirty and narrow. The town contains one 
Roman Catholic, thirteen Greek, and feven Armenian churches. Having paffed the 
winter at Tefflis, and in examining the adjacent country, he followed in {pring the 
Prince to the province of Kaketia, and explored the fouthern diftri€ts inhabited by the 
Turcogan Tartars, and fubject to Heraclius, in the company of a Georgian magnate, 
whom he had cured of a dangerous diforder, In July he went to Imeretia, a country 
which lies between the Cafpian and Black Seas, and is bounded on the ealt by Georgia, 
on the north by Offetia, on the weft by Mingrelia, and on the fouth by the Turkifh do. 
minions, which are under the dominion of the Prince or Tzar Solomon *. 

In the almoit. unknown dominions of this Prince, who, from gratitude to Ruffia, 
afforded Guldenftaedt every affiftance in his power, the profeffor penetrated into the 
middle chain of Mount Caucafus ; vifited the confines of Mingrelia, Middle Georgia, 
and Eaftern and Lower Imeretia, and, after efcaping many imminent dangers from ban- 
ditti, fortunately returned to Kiflar on the 18th of November, where he paffed the win- 
ter, collecting various information concerning the neighbouring ‘Tartar tribes of the 
Caucafus, and particularly the Lefgees. In the fummer he journeyed to Cabarda Ma~ 
jor, continued his courfe to Mount Befhtan, the higheft point of the firft ridge of the 
Caucafus, infpected the mines of Medfhar, and’ went to Tcherkafk upom the Don, 
From thence he made expeditions to Azof and Taganroc, and then along the new li- 
mits to the Dnieper: he finifhed this year’s route at Krementfhuk, in the government 
of New Ruiflia. .dg: the enfuing {pring he was proceeding to Crim Tartary ; but receiv. 
ing an order of reeal, returned through the Ukraine to Mofcow and Peterfburgh, where 
he arrived in March 1775f. 





the drefa of Perfia, and regulated his court after the manner of that country. From the example of the 
Ruffian troops, who were quartered in Georgia during the laft Turkifh war, “he Iearnt the ufe of plates, 
knives and forks, difhes, houjehold furniture, &c. Although his revenues were {mall {earcely exceeding 
50,0001. per annum, yet he contrived to maintain a landing army of about 4x thoufand men. He was afe 
terwards in clefe alliance wih Ruffia, and in 1784 one of his fons was colonel of a Coffac regiment. Ta, 
1787 he was compelled to renounce his conneétion with Ruffia, and to acknowledge himfelf tributary to 
the Porte, but died foon afterwards Georgia has been recently annexed to the Rafian empire. 

* Solomon, having upon his acceffion forbidden the fcandalous traffic pra@tifed by the nobles of felling 
their peafants, greatly offended the i mks, who gained by thet fpecies of commerce. Being by their in- 
trigues driven from his throne, and compelled to find an afylum in the woods and mountains, he lived like 
awild man, for fiateen years, in caverns and holes, and frequently by his perfonal courage efeaped affaf- 
Gination, until be was reinflated in his dominions by the Ruffians in the late war. ‘This Prince wore ufually: 
a coarfe drefs of a brown colour, witha muiket on his thoulder ; but on fulemn occafivts put on a robe of: 
sich gold brocade, and hung round his neck a fiiver chain. He was diftinguithed from his fubje&ts by. 
siding upon an afs, perhaps the only one in )merctia, and by wearing boots. He had no regular troopss. 
but collected a defultory army of fix thoufand men, without artillery. “Thefe troops were drawn together 
by the found of the trumpet ; in other refpeéts the Prince’s orders were iffued at the markets, which are 
held every Friday One of his fervants afcended a tree near the place of meeting, and proclaimed the edi&.- 
with a loud voice. His fubjeéts were of the Greek religion, Solomon died of the plague in 1784, and 
was {veceeded by his nephew David, who threw himfelf -ader the prote@ion of Ruffia. During my con- 
tinuance at Peterfburgh in the winter of 1784; his ambafladors were introduced to the Emprefs, ang in the 
Eaftern fiyle of hemage, threw themfelves on the ground at her feet. «t 

+ For an account of Gukicnftaedt, fee Ruff. Bib. vol. i- p. 49. 102. 301. 548. val. dis Pp 221. 456. 
vol. ili. p,72. ¢2:. Hill. des Decouvertes, &e. Introd. p. 27, and Nacricht von den Lebens-Umiftanden 
des Herm Prof. Gulcenttacdt, in Journ, St. Pet. for 1782. 
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On his return he wagemployed in arranging his papers; ‘but before he could finith 
them for the prefs, was feized with a violent fever, which proved mortal, and carried 
him to the grave in the month of March 1781. 


Cuav. VIII.— Introduction of the Sclavonian Alphabet into Ruffia.—-Rife and Progrefs of 
Ruffian Literature. — Hiftorians.—Poets.—Digreffion concerning the Ruffian Stage.— 
Ruffian Tranflations.—Claffical Learning, 


THE invention of the Sclavonian characters is generally attributed to Conflantine, a 
Greek philofopher, afterwards more known by the name of Cyril, which he affumed 
when he turned monk. About the middle of the ninth century, Cyril and his brather 
Methodius were fent from Conftantinople by Michael III. to plant the gofpel among the 
Sclavonian nations inhabiting the countries bordering upon the Danube, now called 
Hiungary and Bulgaria, and thofe which were fettled in Bohemia and Moravia. As 
thofe barbarous nations knew not the ufe of letters, Cyril compofed for them an al- 
phabet, and tranflated feveral religious books into their tongue, The greater part of 
the characters were the capitals of the Greek alphabet, the fame ufually employed in 
writing ; to which he added a few others, in order to exprefs feveral founds peculiar to 
the Sclavonian language. Mot of thofe Sclavonian nations, who received chriftianity 
from the Greeks, and have retained the Greek religion, {till make ufe of thofe cha- 
racters; while the other people of that tribe, who were either firft converted by the 
Germans or Italians, or who afterwards adopted the Roman Catholic tenets, employ 
either the German or Roman alphabet *. ; 

That tribe of Sclavonians called Ruflians, when they iffued from banks of the 
Danube in the ninth century, and laid the foundation of this empire; either brought: 
with them, ifthey knew the ufe of letters, the Cyrilian alphabet ; or afterwards adopted: 
it, on their converfion to chriftianity, when the Sclavonian Bible, tranflated by Cyril, 
was introduced among them. Thefe characters are occafionally written, like the oldeft 
Greek and Roman manufcripts, of equal fize, at equal diftances, without connedtion or: 
ftops, and without diftinGtion of words, ; 

The earlieft Sclavonian book ever publifhed, was a Ruffian tranflation of the Penta- 
teuch, psinted in the Cyrilian alphabet at Prague in.1719 +: the fame letters were in- 
troduced into Ruffia on the eftablifhment of the firft prefs at Mofcow, and continued 
in ufe, not only for ecclefiaftical. publications, but alfo for all others, until 1707, when 
fome new Ruflian types, confifting of great and fmall letters, fimilar to thofe which are 
now employed, were caft at Arnfterdam for the printing-houfe at Mofcowt. ‘The lan. 

. 

* Befides the Ruffians, the Sclavonians dwelling in Dalmatia, and in the iffands under the dominion of 
Venice, who are of the Greek religion, {till ufe the Cyvilian characters, The fame were employed. by all: 
the nations of Hungary, Sclavonia, Croatia, Dalmatia, and others in the Auitrian territories; but as the 
Roman Catholic perfuafion has gained ground amongft them, they have lately begun to adopt the Roman. 
letters; while the Sclavonian people fubjeét to the Turks, namely, the inhabitants of Albania, Servia, Bof- 
nia, Bulgaria, who are of the Greck religion, preferve the Cyrilian alphabet. The Bohemians, who foon. 
after their firft convertion quitted ihe Greek religion, and were afterwards turned by the Germans to the. 
Roman Catholic fe&, ufe the German or Gothic charafters, which were alfo in ufe among the Poles, equally. 


indebted to the Germans for the firlt iatrodu€tion of chriftianity among them; but the Poles have lately, in. 
mott of their publications, adopted the Roman alphabet. See the preface to the Neue Slavonifch und 
Deutche Grammatik, printed at Vienna, 1774, 

+ Effai fur la Bibliothéque, p. 92. 

£ See a Speciinen of the Ruffian charaters in vol. it, book IL. chap. 52 
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guage in which the church-fervice is. {till performed, is the ‘fggse which was fpoken. in 

the ninth century by the Sclavonians fettled on the banks of the Danube, in the coun« 

tries now called Hungary and Bulgaria, from whom the Ruflians are undoubtedly de- 
{cended. ‘The tranflation. of ‘the Bible made in that century being ftill in general ufe, 
has afcertained its original; and preferved it in its priftine ftate; and it is remarkable 
that the feveral dialects of Sclavonian, fuch as Polith, Ruffian, -and Bohemian, have a 
greater refemblance to this mother-tongue than to each other*. 

The Cyrilian alphabet employed by the Ruffian church is compofed of thirty-nine 
chara&ters, fome of which contained, according to our mode of fpelling, three or evea. 
four confonanjs; but, as new modified in 1707, for common ufe, is reduced t to thirty 
letters. 

The Sclavonian, in its different dialeéts, is known through a larger extent of coun- 
try, and fpoken by a greater number of people, than perhaps any other language in the- 
world, It is the native tongue in Bohemia, Moravia, Croatia, Carinthia, Carniola, 
Sclavonia, Bofnia, Servia, Albania, Dalmatia, different parts of Hungary and Bulgaria, 
Poland, and Ruffia, in a word, a traveller acquainted with that language would be 
under{tood from the confines of Germany to the Sea of Kamtchatka. 

_ The Raffian dialect of the Sclavonian, which is faid to be extremely rich and har- 
. monious, has not, till lately, undergone any cultivation; having been chiefly confined 

to affairs of government, ecclefiaftical writings, and to unconnected chronicles and 

journals. 

’ Some authors, in confidering the fmall advances made by the Ruffians in the arts 

and {ciences, when compared with the progrefs of the more enlightened nations in . 

Europe, have erroneoufly attributed this deficiency to the effects of climate, or to an 
. innate want of genius, The latter affertion {carcely deferves a ferious refutation 5 for 
all intellectual improvement muft arife from culture, and the greater or lefs degree of 
knowledge mutt ultimately depend upon the greater or lefs degree of inftrudtion. 
Befides, this illiberal reflection is fufficiently refuted by the bare mention of feveral il- 
luttrious Ruffians, who, among{t many others, might be felected on this occafion: Phi+ 
laretes and Nicon; Sophia Alexiefna ; Prince Vatili Galitain, and Peter the Greats 
“the learned Theophanes ; the poets Lomonozof and Sumorokof, and Kherefkof; and 
the prefent hiftorian, Prince Sherebatof. 

With refpect to the objection, that the genius of this nation has been fettered by the 
intenfe cold of the climate, it may be remarked : if climate has an invincible effect upon 
mankind, where fha!l we draw the line of the greateft intellectual ability? Shall we 
fuppofe a point, in which the human mind is at its greateft perfection, from which, in 
proportion as it recedes, it gradually degenerates? Is the influence of climate unitorm 
or cafual? If uniform, why is modern Greece no longer the feat ofarts and learning ? 
‘Why was Iceland once the chief repofitory of northern literature? Why are the Swedes 
more enlightened than the Ruflians? And whyare not the Ruflians of Aftracan more 
civilized than thofe of Peterfburgh and Archangel? If the effects of climate are cafual, 
they are then counterbalanced by other circumftances ; and it ceafes to be a pofitive 
criterion of diftin@tion. : y 

Many impediments arife from the government, religion, and particularly from the 
vailalage of the peafants, which tend to check the diffufion of the arts and f{ciences, 
without the neceflity of having recourfe to a fuppofed want of genius, or to the effec 


%® Schloetzer Prob. Ruf. An. p.189. 
+ Rgpias Didionary, 1778. Ia Charpentiere’s Grammar there are thirty-two characters. 
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of climate. But inftead-of combating theoretical reafonings, which have no foundation 
in fat or experience, I fhall haften to trace the rife and progrefs of Ruffian literature, 
and take a curfory view of its prefent ftate. ; 

While. fome authors deny the fmalleft portion of literature to the Ruflians,.and even 
hold them incapable of any confiderable progrefs in fcience; others, on the contrary, 
affert, that they began to be enlightened even at fo early a period as during the reigns 
of Oleg and Igor*. The arguments in favour of this hypothefis prove little more than 
that the Ruffians in thofe times were not unacquainted with the art.of writing; and 
that they had compofed, or could repeat, a few ancient fongs, which celebrated the 
military exploits of their Princes and leaders.. But undoubtedly the whole nation was 
plunged in the groffeft ignorance, and in a fitwation not fuperior to that of the wander- 
ing hordes who now inhabit Independent Tartary. It is faid of Svatoflaf, the fon of 
Igort; “ On his march he carried with him no baggage-waggon, no kitchen furni- 
ture ; his food was the flefh of horfes and other animals, juft warmed over the fire; he 
had no tent; his houfings ferved for a bed, and his faddle for a pillow; the whole 
army followed his example.” A defcription which characterizes the chief of an unlet- 
tered Scythian tribe, and not the fovereign of a people in whom the fmalleft traces of 
the arts were found. And although perhaps the knowledge of the Sclavonian alphabet 
might have been brought into Ruflia by a few chriftians, who were drawn to the court 
by Olga, the wife of Igor; yet the firft introduétion of literature mutt be afcribed to 
Vladimir the Great, on his converfion to chriftianity in 988; who inftituted {chools, 
and pafied a decree { to regulate the mode of inftruéting youth. Under the aufpices 
of his fon Yaroflaf, who afcended the throne in 1018, many learned priefts were in- 
vited from Conftantinople, various Greck books tranflated into the Ruffian tongue, and 
hymns and other poetical verfions of the Pfalms fung in the churches, He alfo eftab. 
lithed a feminary at Novogorod for three hundred ftudents, and gave to that republic 
the firft code of written laws. This dawn of letters was obfcured by fubfequent cala- 
mities, and fucceeded by a long darknefs of three centuries, during which the nation 
was fubjeét to the Tartar yoke. The Chriftian religion, however, tended in this, as 
well as in moft other countries of Europe, to preferve fome fmall remains of literature 
in the fchools of the monafteries. Each convent fortunately became an afylum for the 
prefervation, though not for the diffufion of knowledge ; and in this period of barbarifm 
and ignorance, miany monks were diftinguifhed for their erudition. 


* Rurre, entered Ruffia about 862; died 879. 2 Ourc, probably the nephew of Ruric, 
Great-Duke or regent during the minority 
of Igor, 


3. Icor, died 9455 married Olga. 
| 
Le 


| : 
4 SvatosiaF, dicd 974. 
t 





| 
5. aie died 980, 6. Veapimir the Great, reigned 980 ; died 1014. 
! 
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7. YAROSLAF, 1053. 


+ Journ. St. Pet. for 1781, part I. ps 151. 
This curious decree ftill exifts in the Ruffian tongue, and is tranflated into French by Bachmeifter, in 


his Effai far la Bib. &e. p. 9» 
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On the final “expulfion of the Tartars by Ivan Vaffilievitch L in the middle of the 

“ rgth century, Ruflia gradually emerged from this ftate of darknefs, and continued im- 

proving in civilization and culture, under the patronage of the fucceeding fovereigns, 

particularly Ivan Il. Boris Godunof, the two firft tzars of the line of Romanof, and 

the princefs Sophia. But it was not till the ara of Peter the Great that letters, which 

had been chiefly confined to the regular clergy, began to be cultivated by the laity; a 
fure fign that the nation was advancing to a more general {tate of improvement, 

A review of the lives and works of the moft eminent writers, who have contributed 
to refine the language, and diffufe a tafte for fcience, will affift in tracing the progrels 
of literature, and afcertaining its prefent ftate. 

In this inquiry I thall confine myfelf principally to Hiftory and Poetry. : 

Ruflia can boaft the earlieft hiftorian of the North; for, at a period when Poland, - 
Sweden, and Denmark, were unlettered; when even the annalifts of Iceland were 
mute; a monk of the convent of Petcherfki at Kiof was compiling the hiitory of 
Rufia. 

This annalift, whofe fecular name is not known, was born in 1046, at Bielozero, 
and in the nineteenth year of his age affumed .the monaftic habit, and took the name 
of Neftor*. At Kiof he made a confiderable proficiency in the Greek language, but 
feems to have formed his {tyle and manner rather from the Byzantine hiftorians, Cerde- 
nus, Zonaras, and Syncellus, than from the ancient claffics. The time of Neftor’s" 
death is not afcertained; but he is fuppofed to have attained an advanced age, and to 
have died about the year 1115. ae . 

His great work is his Chronicle with an introduétion, which contains a fhort fketch of 
the early {tate of the world, taken from the Byzantine writers, a geographical defcription 
of Ruffia, and an account of the Sclavonian nations. He then enters upon a chrono~ 
logical feries of the Ruffian annals, from the year 858 to about 1113. His ftyle is fimple 
and unadorned, fuch as fuits a mere recorder of facts; but his chronological exattnefs, 
though it render his narrative dry and tedious, contributes to afcertain the zra and 
authenticity of the events which he relates t. 


* For the account of Nettor, fee principally Muller, S. R. G. V. p.6; and Schloctzer’s Probe Ruffil- 
che Annalen ; which accurate and interefting work I have chiefly followed, as the great faurce of informa- 
tion relative to the early annalifts of Roffia. 

+ A competent judge thus expreffes himfelf with regard to this performance : 

s¢ Neftor’s. chronicle is unigue in its kind. For all the other Sclavonian people, fuch as the Poles, Bohe- 
mians, Ilyrians, &e. cannot produce any writer who can in the fmaileft degree contend with the Ruffian an- 
nalift in antiquity, minutenefs, accuracy, and truth. He was fo highly efteemed in Roffia, and the fubfe- 
quent writers were fo convinced of his fidelity, that in {peaking of the fame times, they adopt his very 
words, or make only the fmalleit alterations, 

« I will not prejudice the readers in their judgment concerning the authenticity of this annalift ;.and I 
am convinced, that whoever perufes-his work, will at once do him the juitice which he deferves. I allude 
to thofe readers only who do not acknowledge any other hiftories than thofe which are derived from the moft 
efteemed fources; and who know how to diflinguifh with critical exa@tnefs the purity of thofe fources. 
But 1 donot addrefs myfelf to thofe who have not hitherto been acquainted with any other writers on the 
early times of the Ruffian hiftory than Herberftein and Petreius; place the introduftion of the art of 
writing into Roffia fo late as the 13th century; who hold the fucceffion of the Ruffian fovercigns to be 
unknown, at leaft uncertain, until the time of Ivan Vaflilievitch ; who confider this long period as totally 
obfcure, in which no chronicle affords a clue to the difcerning hiftorian ; who draw their whole knowledge 
of Ruffian hiftory from Strahlenberg, Voltaire, La Combe, and from the {till more wretched compilers of 
the article Ruffia in the Univerfal Hiftory. Thefe readers will not indeed be eafily induced to efteem, as 
authentic, the relations of a monk, whofé writings fhow the inaccuracy of the above.mentioned authors, 
and confute at once their whole account of Ruffia during the middle ages.”” Schloetzer, Ruff. Ann. p. 32. 
z ss It 








It is pentarkable;: that-ani-author df; fuchimportanes;*whale Mame: frequently occurs 
in the éatly:Ruflian:bodks; fhould:- have remained in obféurity abeve:fix hundred years, 
and becn” fearcely known to his modern’ countrymen. A. copy of his-chronicle was 
given, in-1668, -by Prince Radzivil to the library of Konigfburgh, where it lay unno- 
ticed until Peter the Great, in his pafflage through that town, ordered.a tran{cript to be 
“fent to Petérfburgh. But the author was {till unknown, for when Muller in-1732, pub. 
lithed the firft part of a German tranflation *, ‘he mentioned it as the work cf the ab- 
botTheodofius of Kiof. ‘The ingenious editor, not being at that time fuiliciently ac- 
quainted with the Sclavonian tongue, employed an interpreter, wha, by miftaking a 
letter in the title, fuppofed it written bya perfon whefe name was ‘i i This 
idiculous blunder was foon circulated, and copied by many forcign writers; even long 
aficr it was candidly acknowledged and corrected by Muller. 5 . 

Nefior was fuccetfively followed by three annalifts; tie firlk was Sylvefter, abbot of 
the.convent of St. Michael at Kiot, and bilhop of Periflaf, who dicd in 1123: he com. 
mences his chronicle trom 1115, only two years pofterior to that of Neflor, and conti- 
nues it to11233 from which period a monk, whofe name has not been delivered down, 
to pofterity, carrics the hiftory to 1tg73 and another, equally unknown, to 1203. 
With refpect to the exformances, Muller informs us, “ the labours of Neftor and 
his three continuato ve produced a connected feries or Ruffian hiftory fo complete, 
that no nation can boa a tmilar treafure for fo long and unbroken a period 1? We 
may-add likewife from the fame authority, that thele annals record much fewer pro- 
digies and monkifh legonds, than others which have iffued from the cloifter in times fo 
unenlightened. . : 

From this period, which terminates in 1203, there is no regular continuation of the 
Raffian hiftory, but many feparate and detached annalifts; for as the empire was 
broken into independent principalities, each writer has detailed the events of the parti- 
cular difirict in which he flourifhed. The next general annalift who prefents himifelf to 

‘our notice is Cyprian, metropolitan of Rufia in the reign of Demetrius Dontki, who 
began in the 14th century the Beck of Degrees; fo called becaule it arranges the hif. 
tory of the Empire, according to the order of defcent: each degree contains the reign 
of thofe fovereigns who followed each other in an uninterrupted line; and a new one 
commences when the throne pafled to a collateral branch. ‘Vhis work was continued b 
the metropolitan Makari, who flovrifhed under Ivan Vaflilievitch and afterwards by 
unknown compilers, to the times fomewhat pofterior to the reign of eodor Ivanovitch. 
Thele writings, unlike thofe of Neftor and his continuators, contain many idle traditions 
and abfurd legends; but the events which they record, render them the object of, the 
hiftorian’s notice; and Muller has thought them of fufficient confequence to become 

. their editor. 

The chronicle of the patriarch Nicon, in which he collected a complete feries of 
Ruffian annalitts, from Neftor to the reign of Alexéy Michaelovitch, and the extraor- 
dinary exertions which he made to diffufe knowledge among his countrymen, have been. 
already related. ‘ : 

The reign of Alexéy was extremely fertile in what were called hiftorical productions ; 
but which in reality are rather dry materials than deferving {uch an honourable appella- 

























*S.R.G.L p. 1, &e. The real title to this manuftript was, by the ‘* Monk of the Theodofian 
Convent of Petcherfki ;”” which the interpreter, by miitaking one'letter, explained, The Monk Theo- 
dofius; of the Convent, &c. See Schloctzer, p. 16.- ‘ as 

7S. R.G.V.p 6. : 7 
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tion: It would be tedious to enumerate the various chronicles, journals of the court, 
books of genealogy, public records, {tate-papers, and other fimilar fources of infor- 
mation, both of his and fucceeding times ; which the libraries contain in fuch abundance 
as to aftonifh a ftranger, who by falfe reprefentations may have been mifled to conceive 
that the Ruffians are deficient in original documents. - 

Among the perfons who, polterior to Nicon, have moftly contributed to promote 
feience by their example and proteGtion, and who may be claffed among the hiftorians, 
mutt not be omitted Theophanes Prokopovitch, metropolitan archbifhop of Novogorod. 
This learned prelate was the fon of a burgher of Kiof; he was born on the gth of June 

- 4681, and baptized by the name of Elifha. He commenced his ftudies under his 
uncle Thegphanes, rector of the feminary in the Bratfkoi Convent at Kiof, and 
was well grounded in the rudiments of the Greek, Latin, and Hebrew tongues. * 
‘Though his uncle died in 1692, he completed his education in that feminary, and in 
the eighteenth year of his age, travelled into Italy. He refided three years at Rome ; 
where, befides a competent knowledge of the Italian, he acquired a tafte for the fine 
arts, and improved himfelf in philofophy and divinity. 

On his return to Kiof, he read lectures on the Latin and Sclavonian poetry in the few 

minary, and, having aflumed the monaltic habit, changed his name to Theophanes. 
Before he attained the 2sth year of his age, he was admitted praefect, the fecond office 
in the femina:v, and profeffor of philofophy. In 1706, hediftinguifhed himfelf by a 
Latin orci before Peter the Great, and {fill more by a fermon, which, in 1709, he 
preached before the fame monarch after the battle of Pultava. Having once attracted 
the notice, he foon acquired the proteétion of Peter, who, captivated with his great ta- 
lents, fuperior learning, and polite addrefs, felected him for a companion in the 
enfuing campaign againit the ‘Turks; a fure prelude to his future advancement. In 
1711, Theophanes was nominated abbot of the monaftry of Bratikoi, reCtor of the 
feminary, and profeflor of divinity. His cenfures againft the ignorance and indolence of 
the Ruffian clergy, and his endeavours to promote a tatte for polite literature among 
his brethren, rendered him a fit inftrument in the hands of Peter for the reformation 
-of the church, and the abolition of the patriarchal dignity. He was placed at the head 
of the fynod, of which ecclefiaftical eftablifhment he himfelf drew the plan, was created 
in 1718 bifhop of Picfcof, and in 1720 archbifhop of the fame diocefe: foon after the 
acceffion of Catherine he was confecrated archbifhop of Novogorod, and Metropo- 
litan of all Ruffia, and died in 1736. 

Befides various fermons and theological difquifitions, he wrote a treatife on rhetoric, 
and on the rules of Latin and Sciavonian poetry; he compofed verles in the Latin lan. 
guage, and was author of a work, for which he is chiefly mentioned in this place, the 
‘Life of Peter the Great, which terminates with the battle of Pultava. In_this perfor- 
mance the prelate has, netwithftanding his natural partiality to his benefactor, avoided 
that feurrilous abule of the contrary party which frequently difgraces the beft hiftories, 
and has been particularly candid in his account of Sophia, Peter employed him in 
compofing the decrees which concerned theological queftions, and even many which re- 
fated to civil affairs. “ 

Theophanes not only cultivated the fciences, and promoted them during his life, but 
likewife left a legacy to his countrymen, for their further progre’s after his deceafe, by 
maintaining and faperintending the education of fixty boys, in his epifcopal palace. 
Under his aufpices, they were inftruéted in foreign languages, and in various branches 
of polite knowledge, which had been hitherto cenfured by many as profane acqui- 

. fitions 5 


coxe’s TRAVELS IN RUSSIA: ° : Bt 


fitions; thus tranfmitting the rays of learning to illuminate future ages and a diftant . 
pofterity*. : ee ; 

Though Ruffia hitherto abounded in chronicles and annals relative to detached pe. 
riods; yet, .excepting a dry detail of faéts compiled for the ufe of Alexéy Michaelovitch, 
it poffefled no regular and connetted hiftory. The firft attempt towards fuch a work 
was undertaken by Prince Khilkof. This nobleman +, defcended from an ancient 
family, had diftinguifhed himfelf as embaflador to feveral forei.n courts, before he was 
deputed, in 1700, to Stockholm. He accompanied Charles XU. in his defcent upon 
the Ifle of Zealand; and-on the enfuing truce of Travendhal, between Sweden and 
Denmark, returned toStockholm, on the 17th of September, at the eve of the rup- 
ture which broke out between the Swedifh and Ruffian monarchs. His character of - 
embaffador, deemed facred by the law of nations, could not proteét him from the re- 
fentment of Charles XII.; and, on the 2oth of the fame month, he was arrefted and 
imprifoned. 

‘Asan amufement during his captivity, which was long and rigorous, and at the re- 
queft of his fellow-prifoner prince T rubetfkoi, he began an abridgment of the Ruffian 
hiftory, from the earlieft period to his own time ; and after a confinement of eighteen 
gears, expired in his prifon of Wefteros, when he was on the point of being releafed. 

His work called the “ Kernel of the Ruffian Hiftory,” isa mere abridgment, and 
was publifhed in1770 by Mr. Muller. It forms only one volume in oétavo, and contains 
feven books: the firft commences with the creation of the world, and ends with the 
foundation of the Ruffian empire under Ruric; the remaining fix carry down the hiftory 
to the year 1713. During fome part of his confinement he was permitted to receive 
from Mofcow, books, extraéts from chronicles, and a few ftate-papers; but as he could 
not obtain the neceflary documents fo well as on the fpot, his performance unavoidably 
contains occafional errors, many of which he judicious editor has correéted. 

In 1720, Vaflili Tatifchef, who had more opportunities of obtaining information, 
began to coileét materials for a complete hiftory of Ruffia, and continued his refearches 
without intermiffion for thirty years. ‘The indefatigable compiler finifhed his account to 
the reign of Feodor Ivanovitch, and was bringing it down to this century, when death 
puta period to his labours, Part of this great work was confumed by fire, and the re- 
mainder was publifhed after the author’s death by Muller. It confifts of three volumes 
in quarto. The firft contains feveral curious differtations relative to the antiquity of the 
Sclavonian nation; the fecond and third comprife the hiftory of the Ruflian empire, 
from its earlielt origin to 1237. It can hardly be called a regular hiltory, but is rather 
a conneéted feries of chronicles, whofe antiquated Sclavonian dialecis are merely 
changed into the Ruffian idiom; and the author is juftly cenfured for not regularly ci- 
ting the various annalifts as he abridges or new models them, ard for not affigning the 
reatons which induced him to prefer the writers whofe relations he has adopted, to thofe 
which he has rejected {. 

Since Yatifchef, feveral writers § have publifhed colleGions of ftate-papers and other 
documents; but the honour of compofing a complete hiflory of this country is proba- 

bly 

* For the hiftory of Theophanes T have followed implicitly Muller, whofe fidelity and accuracy always 
appear to me unqueRionable, See S. R. G. V. p. 564. 

+ See Bach. Rull. Bib. for 1777, p- 78—~87. 

$ Bach. Rofl. Bib. for 1774, p- 433 alfo for 1775, p. 216. L?Evefque, vol. i. p. xxai. 


§ Particularly Novikof, in his ancient Ruffian Library, in ten vclumes, a work thus charatterifed by 
L’ Evelque : * Recueil de piéces originales et authentiques, tirées des cabinets et des archives: an y trouve 
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bly referved'for prince Sherebatof ; who, if. we except, Muller, ‘has, contributed mote 
than any other perfon towardsilluftrating the Ruflian‘annals, 
This learned nobleman is editor of feveral works: 2 journal of Peter the Great, in 
2 vols. quarto, which he found in'the archives, and publifhed-by order of the Emprefs, 
It confills of eight books, five of which were corrected by Peter himfelf. The firft 
volume begins with the infurreGtion of the Strelitzes in 1698, and finifhes with 1714; 
‘the fecond concludes with the peace of Nyftadt in 1721. ‘The learned editor has added 
feveral remarks, and fome important pieces from the Ruffian archives. The Ruffian 
Viftory, by an Ancient Annalift, from the beginning of the reign of Viodimir Mono. 
maca, In 1114 to 1472, in which the author dwells on the civil feuds of Novogorod, 
and its fubjeétion to Ivan Vaflilievitch 1. The Life of Peter the Great, inthe Ruffian 
language, firlt publifhed at Venice, which the Prince reprinted in #774, and enriched 
with hiftorical obfervations. His own works are, an Account of the Rufian Impottors : 
amongft thefe is the life of Demetrius, chiefly drawn from the fources confulted by 
Muller in his relation of the fame period. But this noble author’s great work is the 
Hiftory of Ruflia, from the earlieft times. He has already publifhed three volumes it 
quarto, which finifhed with the reign of Demetrius Dontki, who died in 1389. I have 
read with great pleafure the German tranflation of this performance, which is a moft va- 
luable addition to the hiftory of the North, The author had accefs to the imperial 
archives ; he draws his information from the moft ancient and unqueftionable fources, 
is exact in quoting his authorities, and ranges the events in chronological order with 
great perfpicuity. A writer, who confulted many chronicles cited by this hiftorian, and 
who has given to the public the moft complete hiltory of Ruffia yet extant, thus {peaks 
of, this work: ‘ ‘The author always cites his authorities. I have verified a great num- 
ber of his references, and have always difeovered his accuracy. If the firlt charaGer.of 
an hiftorian is the love of truth, the prince deferves the greatelt praife *.”” 
. Although this difquifition is confined to the native writers ; yet I cannot avoid men- 
tioning Voltaire’s Life of Peter the Great, as it is the work. from which moit foreign 
- nations have formed their ideas of Rufiias which many French and Eno lith authors 
ave fervilely copied, until it is confidered asa Standard book, and particularly as the 
author informs us in the Preface: “ Le cour de Peterfbiurg, Se. a fatt parvenir & P hip 
torien chargé de cet ouvrage tous les documens authentigues. Hl wa écrit que fur des preuves 
inconteftables.” : 
But the well-informed Rufficzs, although this work idolizes their hero Peter the 
Great, confefs that it is an inaccurate performance ; a panegyric rather than a hiftory, 








«in which many facts are uifed or omitted ; where every defe€ in the principal cha~ 
racter is foftened, and every virtue exaggerated. In truth, the elegant author wrote 


this Life at the defire of the Emprefs Elizabeth, by whofe order he received great part 
of the materials. Hence it may eafily be conjectured, that nothing would be commu. 
nicated which could refleét the fmalleft diferedit on Peter or Catharine ; and that the 
author was unwilling to infert any circumftance which might be difpleafing to Elizabeth. 
His genius was fettered by thefe reftraints; the picture accordingly, which he has drawn 





> 
des morceaux trés importantes.” Voli. p. xxiv. The Academy of Sciences has alfo publifhed an hiftori- 
eal Journal every month, from 1754 to 1765. It confits of twenty volumes, oGfavo, and contains “ un 
grande nombre de morecaux hifloriques trée-intéreffans, dont la pitipart ont été compofes par le favant Mul. 
ler? Tb. 
* L’Evefque. 
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‘of Peter, is almoft as devoid of animation as of refemblance,‘and:this fketch is the leaft 
entertaining, as well asthe moft inaccurate of his hiftorical pieces." coe 

But frequently. alfo in regard to thofe events which did not intérfere with Elizabeth’s 
prejudices, he either did not examine, or did not follow, fome of the beft and molt 
authentic materials communicated from Peterfburgh*. From thefe circumftances we. 
may affent to the treth of the cenfure paffed by the lively writer upon his own perform. 
ance, when he faid, “Je ferai graver fur ma tombe, cy git qui avvsulu écrire Phiftoire de 
Pierre fe Grand}? 
~~" OF the Ruiian poetry previous to this century, the only {pecimens were a few ancient 
foncs, fome occafional copies of verfes, and a pfalter, compofed by the monk Simeon 
Polotfsi, printed at Mofcow in 1680.” To ufe the expreflions of the epic writer Kheraf- 
, © the Mufes waited ull the reign of Peter the Great,’ to make their appearance in 
Ruflia: before his time were indecd a few pocis, but their compofitions were more 
rhymes than verfes, and even during his reign the art was ftill in its infancy. At length 
came Lomonozof {,” &c. © Theophdnes had indeed read leCtures on the-rules of -Scla- 
vonian or Ruffian verfe ; Prince Kantemir, Ilintki, Trediatofski, and a few others, had. 
compofed ; but there were no poets of eininence before Lomonozof and Sumorokof.. 
& sketch therefore of the Hives and writings of thefe two authors, a fhort account of the- 
Ruffian ftage, and a few remarks on the compofitions of Kherafkof, will convey tosthe: 
reader fome idea of the rife, progrefs, and ftate of poetry in this empire. 

Lomonozof §, the great refiner of his native tongue, was the fon of a fifhmonger at: 
Kolmogori: he was born in 1711, and fortunately: taught to. read ;".a,rare inftance-for- 
a perfon of fo low a {tation in Ruifa, His natural genius for poetry’ was firt kindled. 
by the perufal of the Song of Solomon, done into verfe by Polottki, whofe rude com- : 
pofitions, perhaps {carcely {uperior to our verfion of the Pfalms by Sternhold and Hop- 
kins, infpired him with an irrefiflible paffion for the niufes. He fled-from his father,. 
who would have compelled him to marry, and took refuge ina tonaftery at Mofcow ; 
where he had an opportunity of indulging his tatte for letters, and ftudying the Greek and 
Latin languages. In feminary be made fuch confiderable progréfs in polite litera-. 
iure, as to be patronifed by the Imperial Academy of Sciences. In.1736, he was fent, at 
the expenceof that fociety, to theuniverfity of Marburgh in Heffe-Caflel, where he ftudied 
under the celebrated Chrillian Wolf, univerfal grammar, rhetorie, and philofophy. He: 
continued at Marburgh four years, and applied himfelf with indefatigable diligence to 
chymiftry, which he afterwards purfued with ftill greater fuccefs, under the famous 
Henckel, at Freyburgh in Saxony. In 1741, he returned into Ruffia, was chofen in 
1742 adjunét to the Imperial Academy, and in the enfuing year member of that fociety, 
and proiefior of chymiftry. In 1760, he was appointed infpettor of the feminary, then 
annexed to the Academy ;.ia 1764, ho was gratified by the Emprefs with the utle of 
counfellor of ftate, and died on the 4th of April that year,.in the fifty-fourth year of 
his age. : : ; 




















* Bufching has publithed, in the third volume of his Hiftorical Magazine, * Mémoire abrégé fur la Vie 
du Tfarevitch Aleséi Petrovitch.” This memoir, fays the editor, was fent to Voltaire before he began ta 
write his Hiory of Ruffia: it will ferve as a proof how little that writer employed the authentic papers 
tranfmitted to him, Vol. iii p, 194. Muller alfo charges Voltaire with not paying fufficient attention to. 
the papers which he communicated from the moft undoubted authorities. Buf, xvie p. 352+ 

+ Cited by L’Evefque, vol. i. p. 30. Pcs 

+ Preface to Kherafkof’s poem on the Battle of Tchefme, quoted in.Bach. Ruf, Bib. for 1774- 
P 20%. ; . : 

§ Le Clerc, Hift, Mod. p. yo. 
; Lomonozof. 
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Lomonozof excelled in various kinds of compofition ; but his chief merit is derived 
from his odes. The firft was written in 1739, while he ftudied in Germany, on the 
capture of Kotfchin, a fortrefs of Crim Tartary, by Marfhal Munic. - The odes of Loe 
monozof are greatly admired for originality of invention, fublimity of fentiment, and 
energy of language, and compenfate for their turgid ftyle, by that {pirit and fire, which 
are the principal: characteriftics in this: fpecies of compofition, -- Pindar was his great 
model; and if we may give credit to a perfon * well verfed in the Ruffian tongue, he has 
fucceeded in this daring attempt to imitate the Theban bard, without incurring the cen- 
fure of Horace}. In this, as. well as feveral other {pecies of compofition, he enriched 
his native language with various kinds of metre, and merited the appellation beftowed 
on him, ‘ The Father of Ruffian Poetry.” 

A brief recapitulation of the principal works of Lotionazee printed in three volumes 
odiavo, will fhew the verfatility of his sends, and his extenfive knowledge in various 
branches of literature : 

The firlt volume, befide a pei on the advantages derived to the Roffian tongue 
from the ecclefiattical writings, contains ten facred and nineteen panegyric odes, and 
feveral occafional pieces of poetry. 

*.-The fecond comprifes an oe in profe, on the rules of Ruffian Poetry ; 3 tranflation 
of a German ode; Idylls; Tamira and Selim, a tragedy; Demophoon, a tragedy ; 
Poetical Epiftle on the Utility of Glafs; two cantos of an epic poem, intitled Peter 
the Great; a congratulatory copy of verfes 5 an Ode; tranflation of Bapti‘le Rouf. 
feau’s ode, Sur le Bonheur ; Heads ofa courfe of le@tures on Natural Philofophy; certain 
paflages, tranflated in verfe and profe, according to the originals, from Cicero, Erafmus, 
Lucian, ZElian, Ammianus Marcellinus, Quintus Curtius, Homer, Virgil, Martial, Ovid, 
Horace, and Seneca, which Ruffian tranilations were brought as examples in. his Lec: 
tures upon Rhetoric; latly, defcription of the Comet which appeared in 1744. 

_- “The third volume confifts chiefly of fpeeches and treatifes read before the academy § 
‘panegyric on the Emprefs Elizabeth ; on Peter the Great; treatife on the advantages 
of chymiftry ; on the phenomena of the air, occafioned by the electrical fire, with a. 
Latin tranflation. of the fame; ‘on the origin of light, as a new theory of colours; mee 
thods to determine with precifion the courfe of a veffél; on the origin of metals by the 

-means.of earthquakes; Latin differtation on folidity and fluidity ; on the Tranfit of 
*Venus in 1761, with a German tranflation }. 

Befides thefe various fubje€ts, Lomonozof made no inconfiderable figure i in hiftory, 
‘having publifhed two fmall works relative to that of his own country.  The-firft, ftyled 
Annals of the Ruffian Sovereigns, i is a fhort chronology of the Ruffian monarchs ; 3 the 
fecond is the Ancient Hiftory of Ruffia, from the origin of that nation to the death of © 
the Great Duke Yaroflaf I..in 1054 3.a performance of great merit, as it illuttrates the 
moft difficult and obfcure period i in the annals of this country. ; 

Lomonozof wasalfo an admirer of the arts; made fome proficiency ir in painting, and 
diftinguifhed himfelf by copying in mofaic.. The portraits of the regent Anne and Peter 

“the Third, done by Lomonozof in mofaic, are ftill preferved in the gallery at Orani- 
enbaum. 


7 v Evefque, who fays of him, «Tl eft peut-ctre le feul Emule de Pindare.”? . 
+ “ Pindarum quifquis Audet emulari,” &c. L’Ode de Lomonofof fit connoitre aux Ruffes les véritne 
Dies ségles de la harmonie. 1 e Clerc. 


+ Mr. Damafkin, who peblifhed this complete edition of Lomonozof’s works, received from the Emprefs 
a prefent of rool, See Ruif. Bib. for 1780, p. 938. 


_ Alexander 
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Alexander Sumorokof, juftly denominated the founder of the Ruffian theatre, next 
to Lomonozof, principally contributed to refine the poetry of his country. But before 
I give a detail of his life and writings, I fhall introduce a fhort account of the Ruffian 
ftage, becaufe a view of the ftate in which he found the national theatre * will difpiay 
his powers in dramatic compofition, 

Before the zera of Peter the Great, almoft the only t dramatic reprefentations in Ruf- 
fia were exhibited in the monafteries of Kiof and Mofcow; where the ftudents per- 
formed occafionally an Aéus Oratorius, or {criptural hiftory. ‘The learned Demetrius 
Tooptalo }, metropolitan archbifhop of Roftof, was highly diftinguifhed for compefing, 
in the tafte of the times, fcriptural hiftories in verfe: The Sinner an allegory ; Efther 
and Ahafuerus; The Birth, and the Refurreftion of Chrift. At the cammencement of 
this century, thefe pieces were the fafhionable reprefentations, not only in convents, but 
at court, even fo late as the beginning of Elizabeth’s reign. 

The ftudents of furgery in the hofpital at Mofcow gave the firft public performance 
exhibited by the laity, in the great hall, where they raifed a ftage, and ufed fereens for 
the fcenery. Staehlin §, who was prefent at one of thefe exhibitions, the fubjeét of which 
was Tamerlane, informs us, that nothing could be more grotefque and ridiculous; and 
relates an inflance of profane ribaldry introduced into one of the fcriptural pieces, too 
grofs to be mentioned. The fame author remembers to have feen at Peterfburgh the 
Emprefs’s grooms aé in a {till more wretched manner, either in the hay-loft of the im- 
perial ftables, or in an unfurnifhed houfe. Actors of this fort ufed alfo to perform every 
year for the amufement of the common people: they had no regular theatre, but were 
accuftomed to play in different parts of the city. At dufk, a paper lantern was hung 
from the window, and two huntfmen’s horns were blown, té announce a comedy for 
the evening ; the entrance money was from $d. to 2d.; and the fpedtators ufuaily re- 
mained two hours to hear every {pecies of nonfenfe and ribaldry. . Such was the ftate 
of the Ruffian ftage when Sumorokof brought out his firft tragedy of Koref 

About the fame time the firft regular Ruflian theatre was opened at Yaroflaf, under 
the dire¢tion of the celebrated aétor Feodor Volkof, the Garrick of Ruffia, whofe talents 
for the ftage were equal to thofe of Sumorokof for dramatic compofition. Volkof was 
fon of a tradesman at Yaroflaf, and born in 1729: having difcovered early proofs of 
great abilities, he was fent to Mofcow, where he learnt the German tongue, mufic, and 
drawing. His father dying, and his mother marrying a fecond hufband, who had 
eftablifhed a manuta@ory of falt-petre and fulphur, he applicd himfelf to that trade; and 
going upon the bufincls of his father-in-law to Peterfburgh about the year 1748, his 
natural inclination for the ftage led him to frequent the German plays, and form an 
intimate acquaintance with fome of the ators. : 

On his return to Yaroflaf, he eonftructed a flage in a large apartment at his father- 
in-law’s houfe, painted the fcenes, and with the affiftance of his four brothers, acted 


* Jt does not enter irto my plan to trace the introdu€tion and progrefs of the Germar, Italian, and 
French players in Ruffia. 1 fhall only obferve, that in the reign of Peter the Great, the frit fet of German 
adtors played at Peterfburgh ; fome ttalian performers fick made their appearance in 1930, aud the French 
comcdians ip 3742. For further information on this fubjeét, the reader is referred to Stachlin’s Gef. des 
Theatres in Rufsiand, in Haygold, or Schloctzer’s Beylage, vol. i. p. goo. 

+ We may except the r-pref ntations at court during the minority of Peter the Great, when fome of 
Moliere’s plays, tra: flated into the Ruffian tongue, were ated in the Ikonofpaifko convent ; among other 
perfons of diftinétion, the Princefs Sophia performed a part. 

£ He died in 1709. 

§ See Gefchitche des Theatres in Rufsland, from which ingenious treatile 1 have principally taken this 
account of the Ruffian faze, . 


4 before 


$56 COX'S TRAVELS IN RUSSIA 


*before a large affembly. Their firft performances were the feriptural hitories written’ 
by the Archbifhop of Roftof; ‘thefe were facceeded by the tragedies of Lomonozot and 
Sumorokot, and fometimes fatirical farces of their own compofition again{t the inhabi- 
tants of Yaroflaf. _ The fpeCtators being admitted gratis, his father-in-law objeGted to the 
expence; and Volkof conftruéted, in 179, a large theatre, partly by fub{cription, and 
‘partly at his own rifk. Having fupplied it with fcenes, which he painted himfelf, and- 
-dreffes, which he affifted in making; and procured additional actors, whom he inflructed, 
he and his troop performed with great applaufe before crowded audiences, who cheer- 
fully paid for their admiflion, ey 3 eee: Ete 
In 1752, the Emprefs Elizabeth, informed of their fuccefs, fummoned them t Peterf- 
burgh; where they reprefented, in the theatre of the court, the tragedies of Sumorokoh. 
‘So improve this new.troop, the four principal actors were, placed in the‘feminary of the: 
‘cadets, where they remained fouy years, At the conclufien of that period, a Rufian 
theatre was eftabfifhed at the court; three actrefles were admitted; Sumorokof was 
appointed director, and 5,000 roubles were allowed for the a&urs. Befides this falary,-. 
they were permitted to perform once a week to the public; and the admifion-money 
was di(tributed among them without deduction ; as the lights, inufic, and drefles were ° 
provided at the expence of the Emprefs.’ : : : ; 
The chief performances were the tragedies and comedies of Sumarokof, and tranflas. 
‘ ions from Moliere and other French writers. .‘Uhe company continued.to flourifh-uader 
the patronage of Catharine, and the falaries of the attors were gradually increafed to 
"_x1,000 roubles per annum, Volkof and his brother were.ennobled, and reccived from 
their imperial miftrefs cftatcs in land: he performed, for the laft time, at Mofcow, in | 
the tragedy of Zemira, a fhort time before his death, which happened in 1763, in the 
thirty-fifth year of his age. He equally excelled: in tragedy and comedy ; but his prin. 
* cipal merit confifted.in .reprefenting madnefs,. He was tolerably verfed in mufic, and: : 
no indifferent poet. : ap . 

" His friend Sumorokof paid an affecting tribute to the memory of Volkof, who had 
“done ample juftice to his dramatic compofitions: ‘* Melpomene, unite thy tears with 
mine; lament and tear thy locks. My friend is dead. Adieu, my friend; forrow pe- 
netrates and diffolves my foul. ‘The fource of Hippocrene is frozen. -O Ruffia! you 
pofieffed a fecond Racine! but the new theatre is already tottering from its foundations; 
and all the labours of a century are deftroyed! Volkof is feparated from the Mufes for 
-ever.—Tragedy has loft her bufkin and her poignard. Melpomene, bedew his tomb 

‘with thy tears*? 0.0 > 2 ne : Fer 
The prophecy, however, of Sumorokof, which his enthufiafn for the theatrical abilities 
of this great ator, or his affection for the memory of his friend, led him to utter, is far 
from being fulfilled.. The ftage, though it fuffered a confiderable lofs by the death of 
Volkof, ftill fubfifts and profpers under the proteCtion of Catharine ; and from the {pe- 
“cimens which I faw among the foundlings at Mofcow, and in other feminaries, there is 
no reafon to apprehend the want of able actors... : ee a) 
To return from this digreflion: Alexander Sumorokof, the fon of Peter Sumorokof, 
a Ruffian nobleman, was born at Mofcow, on the 14th of November, 1727+. He re- 
ceived the firft rudiments of learning in his father’s houfe, where, befide a grammatical 
knowledge of his native tongue, he was well grounded in the Latin language. Being 


~ '* Le Clerk, p. 81. 


“ This account of Sumorokof is chiefly taken from « Kurze Nachricht von dén Leben und der Schriften 
des, Alexander Petrowitch Sumorokof,” in Journ. St. Pet. for 1778. i 
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removed to the feminary of the Cadets at St. Peterfburgh, he profecuted his ftudies with 
unweatied application, and gave early proofs of his genius for poetry. Even on holi- 
days, he would retire from his companions, who were engaged in play, and devote his 
whole time to the perufal of the Latin and French writers. 

The firft efforts of his genius were love-fongs, whofe tendernefs and beauty of ex- 
preflion, till then unknown im he Ruffian tongue, were confidered as prognoftics of his 
future fame. On quitting che feminary, he was appointed adjutant, fir to Count Go« 
lovkin, and afterwards to Count Razomofski; and being patropized by. Count Ivan 






Shuvglof, was introduced by that Macenas to Flizabeth, who took him under her pros 
tection. About the twenty-ninth year of his age, an enthufiaftic fondnefs for the works 


‘of Racine, turned his genius to the drainma, and he wrote the wagedy of Koref, which 
laid the foundation of the Rufhan theatre. This ptece was fir acted by fome of his 
former fchool-mates, the cadets, who had previoufly exercifed their talenis in declama- 
tion, and in adting aFrench play. Elizabeth informed of this new phanomenon in the 

- theatrical world, ordered the tragedy to be exhibited in her prefence upon a fmall thea- 
tre of the court, where German, Italian, and French plays had been performed. The 
applaule and diftingtion which the author received on this occafion, encouraged him to 
follow the bent of his genius; and he produced fucceffively Hamlet, Ariftona, Sinafand 

. Truvor, Zemira, Dimita, Vithhelaf, the Falfe Demetrius, and Miciflafi Nor was his 
mute lefs fertile in comedies, which arc, Triffotinus, the Judge, the Difpute between the 
Hufband and Wife, the Guardian, the Portion acquired by Fraud, the Envious Man, 
Tartuite, the Imaginary Cuckold, the Mother who rivals her Daughter, the Goflip, and 
the Three Rival Brothers. [He wrote alfo the operas of Alceftes, and Cephalus and 
Procris *. 

With refpe& to his tragedies, Racine was his model; and his Ruffian biographer, 
who feems a competent judge of his merit, allows, that though in fome inftances he 
attained all the excellence of the French poet, yet he failed in many others; but it 
would be uncandid to infift on fuch defeéts in a writer who firft introduced the drama 
among his countrymen. The French overlook in their Corneille flill greater faults.” 
“ His comedies, continues the fame author, contain much humour; but I do not 
imagine that our dramatic writers will adopt him for their model; for he frequently 
excites the laughter of the {peClator at the expence of his cooler judgment}. Never- 
thelefs, they prefent fufficient paffages to prove, that he would have attained a greater 
degree of excellence in this line, had he paid more attention to paint our manners, and 
follow the tafte of the beft forcign writers.” ‘ : 

Befides dramatic writings, Sumorokof attempted every fpecies of poetry, excepting 
the epic. He wrote love-fongs, idyls, fables, fatires, anacreontics, elegies, verfions of 











* His tragedies are written in rhyme, in the Alexandrine verfe, the fame as the French heroic, | His 
comedies are in profe. 

+ « Weil es auch cin Lachen giebt, nach welchem der Zufchauer nicht woht mit fich felbft Zufrieden if 
@afs ev gelacht hat.’? Literally,‘ Since he occafions a laughter, at which the {pe€tator is not well fatisficd 
that he has laughed.” Does the biographer nican by this paflage, that the wit of Sumorokof was often 
too farcical, and degenerated into a low fpecies of humour? If fo, let thé author anfwer for himfelf. Ina 
letter to Voltaire, he complains thet his countrymen had begun to adopt that wretched f{pecies of compo 
fition, the fentimental comedy, infiead of the wit and humour of Moliere; and Voltaire agreed with bim, in 
the following words: ‘* Je fouferis entiérement a tout ce que vous dites de Moliére et de la comédie Lar+ 
moyante, qui 4 Ja honte de la nation a fuccedé au feul vrai genre comique porté 2 perfection par Vinimitable 
Moliere. Bach. Rud. Bib. for 1778, p. 153+ ee : 
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the Pfalms, and Pindaric odes. Superior to Lomonozof * in the compofitions of the 
drama, he was inferior to him in Pindaric writings. |“ Though his odes,’ adds his 
biographer, ‘ are diltinguithed by eafy flow of verfification, harmony, fofinefs, and 
grace; yet they are far from reaching that elevation and fire which chara@terize thofe 
of Lomonozof. Thefe two great poets had each their peculiar talents; the one dif- 
played all the majefty, ftrength, and fublimity of the Pufian tongue; the other all 
its harmony, fofinefs, and elegance. The clegies of Sumorokof are full of tenderncfs: 
his idyls give a‘true piture of the paltoral life, in all the pleafing fimpl! ty of untu- 
tored nature, without defcending to vulgarity, and may ferve as models in this fpeci 
of compofition, in all things excepting in ftri@ morality. “His fatires are the belt in 
the Ruffian language, but are extremely uncqual, and deferve to have been wrought 
with more plan and regularity. In writing his fables, his pen fcems to have been. 
guided by the Mufes and Graces}; and I do not hefitate, if not to prefer them, at 
Teaft to compare them with thofe of Fontaine.” 

Sumorokof was alfo author of a few fhort and detached hiflorical pieces. A Chro- 
nicle of Mofcow, in which he relates the origin of that city, and abridges the reigns, 
of its monarchs from Ivan Danilovitch to Feodor Alexievitch ; hiftory of the firft in- 
furrection ‘of the. Strelitz in 1682, by which Ivan was appointed joint fovereign with 
Perer the Great, and the Princefs Sophia regent ; an account of Stenko Razin’s re. 
bellion. His ftyle in thele pieces is faid to be clear and perfpicuous, but too flowery 
and poetical. ; 

Sumorokof obtained by his merit the favour and protection of his fovereign, _Eliza- 
beth gave him the rank of brigadier, appointed him dire€tor of the Ruffian theatre, 
and fettled on him an annual penfion of gool. Catharine created him counfellor 
of ftate, conferred on him the order of St. Anne, and honoured him with many in. 
ftances of munificence and diftinGtion until-his death, which happened at Mofcow, on 
the 1ft of OGober 1777, in the 51ft year of his age. ; 

“ With refpect to his difpofition,” fays his biographer, * this celebrated poet feems . 
to have poffefled a good and amiable heart ; but his extreme fenfibility, an excellent 
quality in a poet when tempered with philofophy, occafioned that fingularity and ve- 
hemence of charaéter, which gave fo much trouble and uneafinefs to all his acquaint 
ance, but particularly to himielf. Te was polite and condefcending towards thofe who 
treated him with refpect; but haughty to thofe who behaved to him with pride. He 
knew no deceit ; he was a true friend and an open enemy, and could neither forget an 
obligation nor an injury. Paflionate, and frequently inconfiderate in his purfuits, he 
could not brook the leaft oppofition, and regarded the moft trifling circumftance as the 
greateft evil, His extraordinary fame, the many favours conferred on him by the Em. 
prefs, the indulgence and veneration of his friends, might have made him extremely 
fortunate, if he had underitood the art of being fo.. He had conceived a great, per- 
haps too great, an idea of the charaGter and true merits of a true poet; and could not 








* There was an unfortunate rivalry between thefe two pacts: each withed to excel in the other’s line, 
and each failed in the attempt. ‘The account of this rivalry between Lo:wonozof and Sumorokof might 
add another article for the antho# of Les Querelles Literaires. 


t This opinion feems to be general: “ Mais tous Jes applaudiffements fe font réanis en faveur de ces 
fables. On ne peut leur refufer la premiere place aprés celles de La Fontaine. L’Evefque. vol, v. 


Bt eer . bs 7 
* Ses fables peuvent etre comparées @ ce qu’on a fait de mieux dans ce genre, depnis Pinimitable La 
Fontaine.” Le Clere, p. 77. 
. 


endure 
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endure to fee with patience this noble and much-efteemed art, which had been confe. 
crated by Homer, Virgil, and other great men, profaned by perfons without judgment . 
or abilities. Thefe pretenders, he would fay, fhock the public with their nonfenfe in 
rhyme, and clothe their monftrous conceptions in the drels of the Mufes. The public 
recoil from them with difguft and averfion ; and, deceived by their appearance, treat 
with irreverence thofe children of heaven, the tree Mufes.”’ 

The examples of Lomonozof and Sumorokof have tended to diffufe a fpirit of poetry, 
and a tafte for polite learning, among the Ruffians, and they are fucceeded by a nume- 
rous band of pocts*. Of thefe I fhall only mention one writer, who has diltinguifhed 
himfelf by compofing the firft epic poem in the Ruffian tongue. 

Michael Kherafkof, a perfon of a noble family, hes excelled in feveral fpecics of com. 
pofition. Ilis works are, a poem on the Utility of Science, feveral tragedies and 
comedics, Pindaric odes, anacreontics, fables, idyls, and fatires, a romance called 
Ariadne in Thebes, Numa Pompilius, a poem, in four cantos, in honour of the naval 
victory over the Turks at the battle of Tchefme. But the piece by which he has ac. 
quired the ereateft fame, is an epic poem in twelve cantos, called the Rossrapa, writ. 
ten in Iambic meafure of fix feet in rhyme. he fubje& is the conqueft of Cafan by 
Ivan Vaflilievitch Tl. or, as the author has expreffed himfelf, “I fing Ruffia delivered 
from the yoke of barbarians; the might of the Tartars laid low, and their pride 
humbled: I fing the ftrifes and bloody confli&s of ancient armies; Rutlia’s triumph, 
and Cafan’s fubjeion.” . ‘This work is greatly admired by the natives, and may juitly 
be confidered as forming an epoch in the hiftory of their poetry. The general plan 
feems well difpofed; the events follow each other in a rapid but orderly fucceflion; 
and the imagination of the reader is kept alive by frequent fcenes of terror, in which 
the author feems to excel. ‘The fubjeét is extremely interefting to the Ruffians; and 
the poet has artfully availed himfelf of the popular belief, by the introdudtion of faints 

- and martyrs for the machinery of his poem. Le Clerc informs us, that this poem, 
while it contains feveral ftriking paflages of great beauty, is in many parts deficient in 
harmony; a defeét, he adds, which the author by retouching and correcting, is capable 
of removing. ; ; iy? 

“Kherafkof has not failed of acquiring the rewards due to his extraordinary talents ; 
having been fucceffively appointed vice-prefident of the college of mines, counfellor of 
ftate, and curator. of the univerfity of Mofcow. . 

Lomonozof is a rare, and perhaps a fingle inftance of any Ruflian of low degree, 
not an ecclefiaftic, who attained fo great eminence in literature. But probably fuch - 

. examples will foon ceafe to be uncommon 5 fince the fchools, inftituted by Catharine 
in every province of her wide-extended empire, will facilitate the acquifition of learning 
among the lower clafs of people; fince the zeal for inquiry is fpread among the na- 
tives, and honour and promotion are known by experience to be certain attendants on 
literary acquifitions, Indeed, fuch is the fpirit with which the Emprefs protects and’ 
encourages learning, that fearcely any work of merit makes its appearance, for which 
the author does not inftantly receive fome mark of diftinGion or liberality. 

- To fpread a tafte of literature among her fubjects, Catharine appointed, in 1768, 
a committee to order and fuperintend tranflations of the claflics, and the beft modern _ 
authors, into the Ruffian tongue; and allowed r1oool. per annum towards defraying 
the expence of fuch undertakings f. 

: With 


* Many of thefe are esumerated by Mr. Le Clerc, Hift. Mod. p. 78—98: 
+ The following is alift of the tranflations which had made their appearance before the Sth July 1774. 
” See Ruff. Bib. for 1775. P- 74+ : 
: f Bie oye SR 2 . Homer's 


> B60. COXE’S TRAVELS IN RUSSIA, 


With refpe& to claffical literature ; the Greek language is yet taught in few fchools, 
is fearcely known to the laity, and isa rare qualification even among the regular 
clergy. - Latin is more common, being underftood by many of the clergy, and not 
unfrequently cultivated by perfons of improved education.” Many of the claffics have 
‘been’ tranflated by natives into the Ruffian tongue; feveral editions of the moft ap- 
- proved Greek and Roman authors have been publifhed at Mofcow and Peterfburgh ; 
but the editors have been chiefly foreigners, encouraged to this attempt by the pa- 
tronage of the Ruffian nobles, who are not deficient in antient literature, and excited 
by the open genius of the nation. Among the natives, who have rendered themfelves 
illuftrious in this branch of knowledge, I mult not omit Plato, Archbifhon of Mofcow, 
who is highly eminent for claflical learning ; and, among the naturalized foreigners, 
Eugenius, Archbifhop of Slavenfk and Kherfon, who, in the true fpirit of the original, 
has tranflated into Greek hexameters the Eclogues and Georgics of Virgil; a work 
printed in folio, at the expence of Prince Potemkin, and exhibiting a magnificent {pe- 


cimen of typography. 





Homer’s Batraychomyomachia ; Chara€ters of Theophrattus 3 Elian; Herodian ; Diodorus Siculus ; Te- 
rence; Cicero De Finibus ; Cxfar’s Commentaries: Three Epiftles of Ovid ; his Metamorphofes ia profe ; 
Tacitus de Moribus Germanorum ; Paterculus ; Valerius Maximus; Stritter’s Memorie populorum olim ad 
Danubium incolentium e Script. Byzan. Fiifl. eruta; Moller’s Account of the Antient inhabitants of Roffia ; 
Gmelin’s Travels through Rodflia; Pallas’s Travels through Ruflia; His Proffian MajeRy’s Treatife on 
the Reafon for making and repealing Laws ; Montefquien’s Coufiderations fur la grandeur et la decadence des 
Romains 3 bis Lyfimaque, Dialogue de Sylla et d’Eucrate, Effai fur le Gout, and Temple de Guide ; Dimfdale’s 
"Lreatife on Inoculation ; Chalotais fur P Education + Hittory and Treatifes of the Amflerdam Society for ° 
Recovery of drowned Perfons; The Ottoman Empire; Republic of Ragufa, Great Britain, Portugal, 
Kingdom of Praffia, from Bufching’s Geography ; Voltaire’s Candide; a Dialogue of St. Evremond be- 
tween three perfons of different fentiments 5 various articles from the Encyclopedia ; Juiti’s Foundation of 
the Power and Happinefs of States: Callicre de la maniere de negocier avec les fouverains; Roufleav’s , 
Abridgement of St. Hierre’s Projet d'une paix perpetuelle ; St. Real’s Confpiration des Efpagnoly contre la 
Republique de Venife; Vertot’s Revolutions Romaines; Mably’s Hifoire Grecque ; Chinefe Retle&tions from 
the Manfhur tongue; The Vifible World ; Lambert's Traité del’ émitié ; “Vaflo’s Jerufalemme Liberata ; 
Golliver’s Travels ; Joleph Andrews; Jonathan Wild the Great ; Amelia; of the Ventriloquitts; Gellert’s 
Betichwefler; the Art of being polite ; Letters upon feveral Phyfical and Philofophical Subjects ; Macqiter’s 
Chymiitry ; the Duty of an Officer; DiGionary of the French Academy ; on the Advantage of initrudt- 
ing Youth in Claffical Literature ; Rollin’s Belle’s Lettres; Bell’s Journey through Ruffia. 

This lift mentions cighty-three books, the tranflations whcreof were in the prefs; feventy-eight of* 
which tranflations were making; and fixty-three, which the committee propofed to be tranflated, 

T have received an aceount of the following tranflations, which. have been fince made ; 

Henriade ; Diable Boiteux; Gellert’s Works ; Aderfon’s Hikory of Commerce ; Robertfon’s Hiftory 
of Charles V. from the French tranflation; Pallas Samluagea Mongolifchen Volkerjchaften,; Englith Gram- 
mar; Homer’s iad: Virgil’s Aeneid ; Lucian’s Dialogues ; Milton’s Paradife Loft ; Coyer’s Hi/foire de 
J. Sobighi ; Montefquien’s Ejprit des Loix ; Mallet’s Hif. de Dannemarc ; Hif. Generale de Voyages + Vir~ 
gil’s Eclogues and Georgics ; Cicero de Natura Deorum; Pilato’s Works ; Hefiod ; Coxe’s Ruffian Dif. 
ecoverics 5 Les Incas de Marmontsl; Bielfield’s Political Infitutions; Hi%. dela Maijon de Brandenburgh 3 
Memvires de Sully ; Blackftone’s Commentaries ; Hift. Aug. Script. Sex; Pope’s Effay on Man; Locke ~ 
on Education; Livy; feveral Fpiftles and Odes of Horace; Young’s Six Weeks Tour, tranflated by 
particular order of the Emprefs, for the purpofe of diffuting the knowledge of praGtical agriculture, 
Ke. &s, , 


Cuap, 
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Cuap,. XX.— Population and Revenues of the Ruffian Empire-—Paper Currency. 


THE population of the Ruffian dominions may be eftimated from the table of the: 
_poll-tax aflefled in 1782. 


Government of Mofcow - - at 440,3 59 
St. Peterfourgh - - "283,295 
Wibuurgh - - 88,128 
Tver - . - 446,321 
Novogorod - > ay 269,320 
Pikof - - - 288,125 
Smolenfko - - 4455257 
Mohilef - - - 3315033 
Polotzk . - . 311,462 
Orel - - - 462,520 
Kurfk - - . 458,830 
Karkof “ - - 392,944 
Voronetz - - 3943934 
Tambof - - 438,025 . 
Refan -- - - 434,679 
Toola -* » . Pair 418,927 
Kaloogha - - 384,423 - 
Yaroflaf oo. » 370,961 : 
Vologda - - 349,386 ° 
Volodimir = - 4339820 > 
Koftroma ~ . "396,269 
Nithnie- Novogorod - - 398,317 
Viatka - - -- =. 407,950 
Perm’ -- - - 3732252 ° 
Tobolfk - - - . 166,225 . 
Kolyvan - - 395297 
Irkutik . m7 oo Fee 123,232.. 

. Ufa poe mee -- 177,798 - 
Simbirfk’. - - 361,159 ° 
Kafan my sed zt 3730354 
Penfa a - . 318,076. 
Saratof - -- 282,817 ~ 
Aftrachan | - . 23,776 
Atof 7 © : 177:849 

_ New Ruffia - - 210,539 
Kiof - - -: 387,792 
Tchernighof - a ee 368,099 
Novogorod Sieverfki - 365,545 
Riga - - > 263,525 
Revel =n ee ~ . -:99,564 

Sum total of peafants paying the poll-tax, 1257575180 





By: 
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oubling this number for the females, we have for the peafants, 
eee ead onal in thewhole Ruffian empire, . + 7 i 253514,360 
To this we muft add nobles, lt m ee _ 200,000 
Clergy and their families, : - ces - 120,000 
Merchants and, families, a - oe 4 250,000 
Natives of Crim Tartary and the Kuban, - * 80,c00 
Wandering hordes of Siberia, - S - 600,000 
nd the total population of the Ruffian empire will, according to 
= this Gleuaton, be. - - es e ¢ 26,764,360 


A number, however large, greatly difproportioned to the extent of the empire *, 


The revenues of Ruffia, befides the impofts paid by the Ukraine, and by the pro- 
‘vinces conquered from Sweden, chiefly arife from the poll-tax ; the duties of import 
and export ; the excife upon falt; the crown and church lands; the profits of the 
mint; and the fale of fpirituous liquors, and a few other articles. 

The poll-tax was introduced in 1721 by Peter 1; and, at the acceffion of Cathae 
rine II, was exacted from all perfons, excepting the nobles and gentry, clergy, navy, 
army, the Coffacs, the inhabitants of the Ukraine and Conquered Provinces. “All who 


This eftimation of pojulation in Ruffia was, in 1785, fufficiently exaé, and confidered fo by the 
jatt flatiflical writer in Rufiia, who adopted the general ftatement from my account ; fince that period 
a great acccffion of fubjects bas been gained by the territorial acquifitions, and fome increafe of the popu 
lation from natural caufes. 


Population in the new Acquifitions : 





. .  Diftri& of Otchakof, r791 : - - 40,000 
F By fecond partition of Poland, 1793 - - 3574500077 

By the conqueft of Poland, 1795 - - - 1,407,000 

Courland - - - . - 387,000 

; : , 52579,000 

Probable addition by the excefs of the births over the deaths, in the whole vi 

empire, for 15 ycars * - - - 1,500,000 

. anit 

: 73079,000 

Population in 1784 - - * 26,784,369 

Population in 1800 - : - oe 3358635360 


Storch, in his Hiftorical Account of the Ruffian empire, eftimates the population at 36,152,c00, in 
1797. But he feems to have exaggerated the number, by allowing an increafe of 250,000 ayear, and 
putting, therefore, the increafe durmg ten years at 3,0c0,000. 

Mr. Tooke, in the fecond edition of his view of the Ruffian empire, greatly exaggerates the populations 
by fixing it at 40,0c0,000. He grounds his calculation on the tables of births and deaths given in the 
Hamburgh Politifches Journal, and proceeds on the Principle, that only one perfon in fifty-eight dies 
annually. This calculation is erroneous, on two accounts: firft, the litt of births and deaths is not ace 
curate ; it being a well known faét, that the number of deaths was diminithed, and of the births augmented, 
to gratify the fovereign with an idea, that the population was rapidly increafing. A ftriking example oc- 
curred during my firlt journey to Peterfburgh: only a few of the numbers who perifhed in confequence of 
the cold or intoxication at the féte mentioned in p. 227, were included in the bills of mortality. . Secondly, 
when the prevalence of thofe difeafes which Mr. ‘Tooke himfelf enumerates, and the number of cafualtfes in 


Ruffia, are confidered, it will appear to any perfon in the leait accuitomed to fuch kinds of calculation, 
that the annual mortality muft be more than one in fifty-eight. 


5 : an ; were 
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were liable to this tax were rated in different proportions, as they were merchants, ° 
burghers, or peafants. By the manifefto of 1775, promulgated after the conclufion 

of the Turkifh war, the merchants were exempted from this tax; and it now includes 

‘only the burghers and peafants. “Ss 

Every fifteen. or twenty years, the number of inhabitants throughout the empire is 
ufually taken; and, in each diftrit fubjeét to-the poll-tax, all males, infants as well as 
adults, under the defcription of a burgher or peafant, are afleffed *; from that period 
the fame affeffment is regularly paid till the next revifion, whether the population, of 
that diftri&: increafes‘or diminifhes;.in the latter cafe, the inhabitants or landholders 
are bound to fupply the deficiency ; in the former, the tax is not augmented, and of 
courfe falls much eafier upon a large number of perfons. The landholders are an. 
{werable for the poll-tax of their peafants. : . . : 

By a late imperial edict, the poll-tak was extended over the Ukraine and Cone 
quered Provinces; and the other taxes paid by the peafants were abolifhed, This. 
alteration has greatly increafed the public revenue, and the poll-tax is confiderably 
more: productive. Computing the average tax paid by: each peafant at a rouble and a. 
quarter, the poll-tax amounts to 15,435,000 roubles, or nearly double its former” 
produce. : : 2 or 

‘Lhe cuftonis, or average duties on exports and imports, amount: to 5,c00,000 - 
roubles. ; . : ; 
~~ The excife upon falt, which is appropriated to the Emprefs’s privy purfe, produces,, 
on an average, 2,000,000. Her. Majefty has twice diminifhed the price of falt nearly 
30 per cent. ‘ tak ; : ; 

‘{he mines (See chap. vi. of this book) and coinage, and duties upon. iron at the: 
forge, yield 3,395,910, exclufive of the profits from the coinage of gold and filver im. 

orted into Ruflia. ; ies : ; ca fee 

The church. lands, which are now annexed to the crown, produce about 2,000,000 1 
part of this money is allotted for the falaries of the archbifhops, bifhops, and regular 
clergy, for the maintenance of the feveral monaiteriés, and for tht peafions of -oflicers 
and foldiers difmiifed from the fervice. ‘Phe remainder, which belongs to the privy’ 
purfe, amounts to about *90,000 roubles. ¢ . ie . Bes f 

The fale of fpirituous liquors forms at prefent nearly one-third of ‘the Ruffian re-: 
venue. In every part-of the empire, excepting the Ukraine and the Conquered 
Provinces, the crown alone has the privilege of felling {pirituous liquors... This branch. 
of finance yields 10,000,0¢0, : s . : eS 


1 * Itis no eafy matter to convey a clear notion of this tax, as well from the complicated method of ims 
pofing it, as from the different changes which are occeffonally made in the mode of affeffment.—A_burgher 
pays. ufually gs. od. per annum; a peafant of the crown, in fome inftances, 8s in others, 4s. 42d. 3.a. 
peafant of an individual; 26. gd.—Every perfon exercifing the trade of a taylor, fmith, fhoemaker, mafon, 
or any fimilar handicraft trade, and who enrols himfelf in the company of avy town, pays annually, befide 
the poll tax, 2s. Every peafant who quits his village, to trade at Pcterfburgh, Mofcow, or elfewhere, 
pays 5d. to the crown for his paffport: ‘Thefe; and many.other fimilar taxes, ate. all ranged under the 
pollsax. ~The diffenters, or old believers in the Ruffian church, pay double poll-tax. Some burghers 
and peafants, fuch as the yamfhics, who find po't horles, and others, are exempted from the poll’tax 3 
others pay it in labour; fome in furs, &c. I found it impoffible-to give equal attention to every object ; 
and I frankly own, that amid the variety of intelligence which I procyred in Ruffia, Ido not perfectly’ 

comprehend edch mode of affeifment in the poll tax. ‘ 


oe A 


Recaditulation © 
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Recapitulation. 
- Rovbles. 

Poll.tax 1554.35,000 
Cuftoms 5,000,000 
Salt 2,000,009 
Gold and filver from the mines, profits of the coinage, 

and duty on iron at the forge - toe 35395,910 
Farm of {pirituous liquors - - te 10,600,000 
Church lands * - - 2,000,090 
Duties on fales of lands and houfes, flamped paper, 

on mills, horfes, baths, fhops, poft office, and 

other duties omitted - -_ 4,000,000 








Roubles ~ 41,830,910 





Or, eftimating the rouble at 3s. 4d. ie 6,97 11,8181." 








The gradual increafe of civilization in the Ruffian empire has been followed by 
-a proportional increafe of the revenue. At the acceflion of Peter the Great, it 
amounted to 1,000,000l.; at his death to 1,600,000l. ; Elizabeth raifed it to 
3,600,0001, ; when Catharine afcended the throne, it produced 4,400,0001. 5 now” 
yields near 7,000,0001.3 and is ftill in an increafing ftate. This fum is fufficient for 
the peace-eftablifhment. Of this revenue, the expences of the army and navy amount, 
to about 3,176,000l. ; thofe of the civil eftablifhment to 259724851. ; and the remain- 
der, or 800,0e0)., is appropriated to the privy purfe of the Emprefs. But it is difficult 
to conceive how fhe is able to maintain the magnificence of her court 5 the number of 
public inftitutions ; the numerous buildings + continually erecting at her expence; the 
liberality with which fhe encourages the arts and {ciences; the purchafes which fhe is 
continually making m every country in Europe, and the immenfe donations which fhe 
confers upon the moft favoured of her fubjeéts. 

The revenues of Ruflia may be confiderably augmentéd in cafe of emergency, by the 
increafe of the poll-tax, and the addition of new impofts. It fhould alfo be obferved, 
that in 1775 the Emprefs remitted fifty-feven taxes, and ten in the following year. 

The great fupport of the laft war was a new bank, called the Bank of Affignation, 
which was eftablithed during hoftilities againft the ‘Turks. When copper-money could 
not be coined with fufficient. expedition to anfwer the neéeflities of the ftate, bank 
notes to the value of 50,75 {, and 100 roubles, in copper, were ifued. Thefe notes 

_are changed at the bank in Peterfburgh and Mofcow. ‘The former, which I vifited, is 
a brick building, containing feveral vaulted rooms, each capable of holding 400,c00l. of 
copper coin in bags, piled one above another; in fome the money was already placed, 
and the others were preparing for the reception of the remainder. Since 1784 the old 
bank notes were called in, and a new iflue made to the acknowledged amount of 

a - * 


© Such was the general ftate of the revenue in 1734. Since this period it has been augmented by an 
increafe of territory, as well as by the improvement of commerce, and other national benefits. Acord- 
ing to Mr, Tooke, the lateft atthor who has written on the fubje&, the revenue exceeds 41,006,000 
roubles. See his flatement, which feems to be accurate. View of the Ruffian empire, vol. ii. p- 376. 
book vii. fet. 1. % 

+ Intime of peace, Her Majefly allots at leaft 200,00c]. per ann. for the purpofe of building. 

£ Soon after the inftitution of this bank, fome notes of 75 roubles being forged, thofe bearing that 
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100,000,009 roubles, in notes of five, ten, fifteen, twenty-five, and one hundred 
roubles. On the firft appearance of this paper, it was received, particularly in the re- 
mote parts of the empire, not without difficulty, and the difcount againit it was com- 
monly about 34, and in fome places even 6 per cent. "The obvious advantages, how- 
ever, over copper-movey, foon recommended it to general ufe ; and it was found fo 
beneficial to commerce, that in 1779 the difcount in favour cf filver fpecie was only 
one per cent., and it bore a premium of one and a half per cent. ever copper money. 
But fo large a quantity was circulated, and the loans to government fo lowered the 
credit of the ikate, that in 1790 the difcount againit the paper currency was near 20 
per cent. 





Cuav. XXL—Admiralty.—Expedition to Cronftadt.—The harbours and docks.-~Rujfiun 
navy —-On Ruffia.—General abjervations on the Ruffian arny. 


THE admiralty *, which (tands on the fouth bank of the Neva, oppofite the fortrefs 
of Peterfburgh, was built by Peter the Great, and is a large brick building, furrounded 
with a rampart and ditch: it isthe great receptacle for fhips’ ftores, and contains maga- 
zines of cordage, fails mafts, anchors, which are fent to Cronftadt for the equipment 
of the fleet. A large area between the front of the building and the Neva, is appro- 
priated for the conftrudtion of veffels: when J wasat Peterfburgh, five men of war and 
two frigates were upon the ftocks f. 

Cronftadt, the principal ftation of the Ruffian navy, is fituated on the Retufari, in 
the Gulf of Finland, and was founded by Peter the Great, as being provided with the 
{afe(t habour in thefe parts, and forming a ftrong bulwark for the defence of the new 
metropolis, The only paffage by which fhips of burden can approach Peterfburgh, lies 
on the fouth fide of Retufari, through a narrow channel; commanded on one fide by 
Cronftadt, and on the other by Cronflot and the citadel. : 

Cronflot, which ftands on a {mall fandy ifland, is a circular wooden building, fur- 
rounded with fortifications of wood, and is garrifoned wich an hundred men. The ci 
tadel is another fmall wooden fortrefs, raifed alfo upon an adjacent fand-bank, and capa- 
ble of holding about thirty foldiers: all large veffels muft pafs between Cronfladt and 
thele two fortreffes, expofed to the fire of the oppofite batteries; for the other parts of 
the gulf are only from one to eleven feet in depth. ‘Thefe fortifications were, at the 
time of their conftruction, efteemed places of confiderable ftrength; but now derive 
their confequence more from paft importance, than from any refiftance they could make 
againft the attack of a powerful fleet. ' 

The ifland Retufariisa long flip of land, or rather fand; through the midft of which 
runs a ridge of granite. It is 20 miles from Peterfburgh by water, four from the 
fhore of Ingria, nine from the coaft of Carelia, and ten miles in circumference. It 
was overfpread with firs and pines when Peter conquered it from the Swedes, but now 
contains thirty thoufand inhabitants, including twelve thoufand failors and a garrifon of 
one thoufand five hundred men. ‘The ifland affords a fmall quantity of palture, pro- 


* Iam informed that the Admiralty is intended to be removed to Cronitadt. 

+ The men of war which are framed in this dock are, in their palfage to Cronftadt, lifted over the bar 
by means of camels: thefe machines were origiually invented by the celebrated De Witt, for the purpofe 
of conveying large veflels from Amiterdam over the Pampus; and were introduced into Roflia by Peter 
the Great, who obtained a model of them in Holland. 


VOL. Vie 58 duces: 
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duces vegetables, and a few fruits, fuch as apples, currants, goofeberries, and {traw- 
berries, which thrive in this northern climate. 

Cronftadt is built upon the fouth-eaftern extremity of the ifland, and defended to- 
wards the fea by wooden piers * projecting into the water, and towards the land by rani 
parts and baftions. It is a ftraggling place and occupies, like all the Ruftian towns, a 
larger fpace of ground than the number of habitations feems to require: the houfes are 
moltly of wood, excepting a few fronting the harbour, which are of brick {tuccoed 
white; among thefe are the imperial hofpital for failors, the barracks, and the marine 
academy which contained, in 1778, three hundred and feventy cadets, who are main. 
tained and taught at the expence of the crown: they are adinitted at the age of five, 
and remain until feventeen. ‘They learn accounts, mathematics, drawing, fortification, 
and navigation, and have maflers in the French, German, Englith, and Swedith 
danguages. ‘hey are trained to naval tactics, and‘make an annual cruize as far as 
Revel. 

Cronftadt has a haven appropriated to fhips of war, and another to merchant veffels, 
‘The men of war’s haven contained twenty fhips of the liae, and nine frigates, which 
were difmafted, with their guns and tackle on fhore. ‘The Ezekiel of eighty guns, ef- 
teemed the fineft thip in the navy, was built under the infpe€tion of Admiral Knowles, 
and carries eight hundred men. ; ; 

Clofe to the haven for merchant fhips is a canal and feveral dry docks, begunin 1719, 
for the purpofe of refitting the men of war; this uleful work was neglected under the 
fucceffors of Peter, and not completed until the reign of Elizabeth: it has been {till 
further improved by Catherine, and is now applied for building as well as for careen. 
ing thips of theline. At the extremity of thefe docks isa great refervoir, five hundred 

‘and fixty-eight feet in length, containing water fuflicient to {upply all the docks, which 
is pumped out by means of a fire engine, the diameter of whofe cylinder is fix feet. 
‘The length of this work, from the beginning of the canal, to the end of the lalt dock, 
is four thoufand two hundred and twenty-one feet. The fides of the docks are faced 
with ftone, and the bottom paved with granite; they are forty feet deep, one hundred 
and five broad, and capable of containing nine men of war on the ftocks. 

Nothing can convey a higher idea of the vaft and perfevering genius of Peter the 
Great, than the fituation in which he found the Ruffian navy, and the ftate in which he 
left it. ‘Though in the beginning of his reign he did not poflefs a man of war, yet in 
the courfe of a few years he equipped a fleet of fifty fail of the line, which rode miftre{s 
of the Baltic. Under his fuccetiors the Ruffian navy was greatly negleted, and was 
in fo bad a condition at the acceffion of Catherine, that the almoft equalled her prede- 
ceffor in the creation of a new fleet: fhe invited Englith captains and thipbuilders into 
Ruffia, particularly Admirai Knowles, who was remarkable for his fkill in naval archi. 
teClure. Under her aufpices Europe lately beheld with aftonifhment the Ruffian flag 
difplayed in the Archipelago, and the Turkifh fleet annihilated at ‘chefme by a fqua- 
dron from the North f. 

Ruffia produces every article neceffary for the conftruétion and equipment of thips, 
which are built chiefly at Cronftadt, Peterfburgh, and Archangel: thofe conftruéted 
at Cronftadt.and at Peterfburgh are made with oak ; thofe from Archangel with larch- 
wood. For the fupply of the dock-yards at Peterfburgh and Cronftadt, the oak is fent 
from the province of Cafan; the Ukraine and the government of Mofcow fupply the 


* In 1784 Cronftadt was fortifying with ftone piers. The eflimate was 7,000,000 roubles. 
+ Since the acquifition of Crim Tartary, and the other conquefts from Turkey, thips are now built at 
Kerfon and in-the harbours of Taurida. 8 


COxL’s TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. ce 86 
7 


hemp; the matts are procured from the vaft tracts of forelt between Novogorod and 
the Gulf of Finland, or furnifhed by the provinces difmembered from Poland. Pitch: 
and tar are obtained from Wiburgh. Manufa@ories of cordage and fail-cloths are efta- 
blifhed in different parts of the empire; and the magazines of Peterfburgh and Arch- 
angel are always plentifully ftored with large quantities of both thofe articles. 

"Vhe navy of Roflia in the ports * of the Baltic and Archangcl, confifted, in 1778, of 
thirty-eight fhips of the line, fifteen frigaies, four prames, and one hundred and nine 
gall’est. 

OF this number about twenty-eight fhips of the line and ten frigates, including thofe 
built with larch-wood, were fit for immediate fervice. In cafe however of neceffity or 
danger, Ruflia producing all the neceflary materials, her navy might foon be confidera- 
bly increafed, of which [have given a remarkable inftance on a former occafion }. 
But though Rufia, fince the beginning of this century, has made furprifing exertions in 
the marine, and rapidly become more powerful at fea than the neighbouring kingdoms 
in the North; yet, in naval affairs, fhe muft be confidered ftill in her infancy, being 
principally indebted to the Englifh, as well for the conftruction of her thips, as for ma- 
neeuvring and difciplining her feet. Many circumftances indeed concur in retarding 
the progrefs of her maritime ftrength: 1. The want of ports in the Oceans 2. ‘The 
imall extent of her fea-coaft, and that obftruéted by ice; 3. A deficiency of experi- 
enced feamen, 

1. It isobvious that Ruffia does not poffefs a fingle port on the Ocean, excepting 
that of Archangel, which is of no ufe but in acommercial light; as well on account of 
its great diflance from the other European feas, as becaufe the navigation round the 
North Cape of Lapland, fituated in the 72d degree of latitude, is only open in the 
midft of fummer. 

2. It has been juftly remarked, that few nations have attained a great height of na» 
val power, which did not poflefs a confiderable tract of fea-coaft; and Ruffia, excepting 
the late acquifitions on the Black Sea, the defolate fhores round Archangel and of the 
Frozen Ocean, and the inhofpitable regions of Kamtchatka, can boaft no greater por- 
tion of maritime country than what lies between Wiburgh and Riga§ ; a mere point 
for fo large an empire, and rendered lefs valuable by bordering on the Gulf of Finland 
and the Baltic; inland feas without tides, when compared with the Ocean, {carcely fi 
perior to the lakes, and inacceflible || for at leaft five months in the year. 


* As TY could not obtain an exa& account of the Ruffian fhips in the Black Sea, I have chofen to be 
filent on that head; I thall only obferve, that feveral men of war and frigates were building at St. Demetri, 
'Taurof, and Kherfon. According to Mr. Tooke, in 1746 the Ruffian fleet at Sebaftapol, the principal 
harbour of 'Taurida, or Crim Tartary, confifted of eleven fhips of the line, and cight frigates. View of 
the Ruffian Empire, Book 6. feét. 2. The reader will find in the Voyages de deux Frangeis, &e. Vol. 
jv. ch. tr lite of the Ruffian fleet in1779, 1786, and 1791. The number of the firft differs little from 
that which | have given, and which is inferted in the Appendix. In 1786 the thips of the line amounted 
to forty-one, and twenty-fix frigates. In 1791 the whole navy, including fhips on the ftocks, amounted 
to eight of one hundred and ten guns, twenty-two of feventy-four, and twenty of fixty-fix ; twenty-feven 
frigates, four bomb veffels, two prames, feventeen cutters, and four firethips, befides gallies, and numerous 
veffels of war, principally intended for making defcents. OF thefe, however, not more than thirty fhips of 
the line could be confidered as fit for immediate fervice. 

+ Seea lift of the Ruffian navy in the Appendix. £ See vol. ii. book 4. chap. 5. 

§ The ecquifition of Courland has fince added a {mall traG@ of maritime coatt. 

| The ports in the Baltic being frozen during that period, no veffels can take their depasture before April 
or May, and muft return at lateit in O&tober. 
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3. The third caufe is a deficiency of experienced feamen*. Government, indeed, . 
retains in its pay about eighteen thoufand fatlors, moft of whom have never ferved: a 
few in time of peace make annual cruizes into the Baltic, or perhaps as far as the Eng- 
lifh Channel ; others are employed in the fummer feafon in navi ating the veffels laden 
with merchandife from Cronitadt to Peterfburgh. But fuch aurea as thefe are by no 
means fufficient; nor can the deficiency be fupplied, in cafe of an immediate war, from 
private veffels; for Ruffia has fcarcely any merchant-fhips, which is chiefly ow ing to the 
itate of vaflalage, and the ftri@ laws that prevent the natives from quitting their country 
without a licence. A merchant who fits out a trading veffel, mutt firt apply to the 
admiralty, for permiflion to take on board a certain number of natives; leave being ob- 
tained, the pafles for each failor are brought and lodged in the admiralty ; and fecurity, 
at the rate of 301, per man, is given for their return, ‘Thus, without altering the fun- 
‘damental laws of the kingdom, and innovating on the long-eftablithed fyftem of vaffa- 
lage, an adequate number of experienced failors cannot be raifed to man a large fleet 
on fudden emergencies. Ina word, no kingdom, withcut diftant colonies, confider- ” 
able fifheries, and an extenfive fea-coaft, to familiarize the inhabitants to the dangers of 
the ocean, is likely to acquire fucha marine as to become formidable to the great naval 
powers of Europe. : 

The navy of Ruffia, however, with all thefe diladvantages, is fufficient to proteét 
her coafls, to convoy her merchantmen, to make her refpe€table in the Baltic, or in 
cafe of a Turkith war, to fend a fleet into the Archipelago. It is her advantage to main- 
tain a good correfpondence with the great maritime powers, whom fhe fupplies with na- 
val flores ; and who are, on that account, equally interefted to refpect and cultivate her 
friendthip. The frontiers of her immenfe dominions border on Sweden, Poland, Tur- 
key, Perfia, and China; and the fecurity of her empire depends more on her army 
than her navy. 

The Ruffian army is divided into regular and irregular troops. 

The regulars confifting chiefly of infantry, include all thofe who wear uniforms, and 
are trained to European difcipline. The Ruffians are excellent foldiers; brave, fleady, 
obedient, patient of fatigue and hardfhip, and fcarcely ever guilty of defertion. 

With refpe& to the irregular troops, fome of whom are ftill armed with bows and 
aprows, and confilt entirely of horfe, their number is very confiderable, and can 
fcarcely be afcertained. Of this body the corps of Coffacs, who are efteemed the moft 
excellent, and who bear the greateft refemblance to regular troops, are thus defcribed 
in the journal of Colonel Floyd. 

“ The Coffacs are in general perfons of low ftature; they wear fmall whifkers, and 
fhave their heads, excepting the crown, upon which they leave a fmall circle of hair. 

’ Their drefs is a fur cap, a loofe long Afiatic robe, and large pantaloons, boots or half. 
boots, without fpurs, and a whip hanging from the right wrift. Their arms are a lance 
about twelve feet in length, a brace of piftols, flung on the left fide, a cartridge-box 
on the right, and a fmall fcymitar-without any guard, or eventrofs-bar. Their horfes 

sare ponies, {trong and ative, but not fleet. The accoutrements are a kind of huflar 
faddle, a {mall fnafile with large eyes and no horns, to the near eye of which is faftened 
a thong, that is alfo tied to the faddle, and which occafionally ferves for a halter. 


* Inthe naval expedition againft the Turks, it was a remark made by feveral of our officers, that the 
diftance from St. Peterfburgh to the Archipelago was a fortunate circumftance, as the Ruffian acquired 
experience during the voyage. 

+ Since the final difmembermen ox Poland. an the Aufvien and Peafen Jaelntnme 
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They ride ‘fhort and full-footed, raife themfelves on their ftirrups, bend their bodies with 
great activity, and throw themfelves into different attitudes. They never pufh their 
horfes on full {peed in a ftraight line; but in galloping turn them in various direCtions, 
defcribing in ‘their progrefs a ferpentine line, and wheeling continually to the right and 
feft. When ‘not in a€tion, they carry their lance flung o» the foot; when engaged, 
they prefent it againft the enemy by holding it almoft in the middle, and counterpoifing 
it understhe arm; and, from conftant practice, dire it againft an objeét with great dex» 
terity. In retreating, they reft the lance upon their fhoulder as a defence again{t blows, 
and occafionally oppofe the point toa purfuing enemy. 

“ Thefe Coffacs, on account of their averfion to regular difcipline, are not trained to. 
attack in fquadron: but aét only as fkirmifhers, and are faid to be extremely adroit in 
their defultory evolutions: they are ufually let loofe upon a flying enemy, when they 
do great execution. ‘They excel as patrols, and are remarkable for their vigilance on 
out-pofts, and their knowledge of the country. The fagacity which they derive from 
habit and praétice is in fome particulars aftonifhing ; by examining a tract lately traverfed 
by the enemy in the muft tumultuary manner, they can difcover with tolerable exadtnefs, 
the number of horfes that have pafled‘over it, and how many of them were led. Some 
of them can defery, if any movement is taking place among a corps of troops, far be- 
yond the reach of ufual obfervation; others, by applying their ears to the ground, can 
diftinguifh the buz of men, or the clattering of hortes feet, at a confiderable diftance. 
They. can.take the field every day without intermiffion, and are indefatigable in haraff- 
ing the enemy; they are contented with a fcanty fubfiftence, and do not require any 
forage to be carried for their horfes. 

“ There are eight regiments of thefe Coffacs: each regiment confifts of five fqua- 
drons, aud each {quadron of a hundred-men, befide officers. There are alfo fix other 
regiments of horfe, called regular pikemen, fimilar in their arms and accoutrements to 
the Coffats, and diflinguifhed from them only by a trifling difference of drefs.!? 


Computed Force of the Ruffian Army in 1785. 





Guard, horfe and foot - - - 10,000 
Regular cavalry - - - - 69,465 
Regular field infantry and artillery =~ - 2559134 

| Garrifon battalions 2 - - - 49,000 
Artiliery ditto - - . - 53500 
Total - 389,099 

Irregulars not included. — 


Such was the ftate of the Ruffian army upon paper; but the real number always 
falls fhort of this lift. For it is probable that the effective troops on the peace: eftablifh« 
ment fearcely exceed two hundred thoufand; and the Ruflians have feldom brought 
into the field more than one hundred thoufand effective men *. 


“# In confequence of the territorial acquifitions, the army has been. fince_increafed; according to Mr. 
Tooke’s account, its nominal foree amounts to fix hundred thoufand men, including irregulars, of whom 
he confiders five hundred thoufand effective. View of the Ruffian empire, vol. ii. p 251, 2d edition, 


Cezar, 
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Crap. XXIL—Rife and progrefs of the Englifh trade with Ruffi—Canmerce of the 
Britifh foctery of St. Peterfburgh.—Exports and imports. 


The commercial intercourfe between Ruffia and the northern parts of Germany was 
begun and carried on by the Hanfeatic towns, which in 1726 eflablifhed factories at 
Novogorod and Plefcof*, and for a confiderable pericd entirely engroffed the trade of 
this empire. 

‘Vhe accidental difcovery of Archangel, in 1553, transferred a great part of this 
lucrative commerce to the Englifh, On the 11th of May, three fhips failed from Dept., 
ford, to explore the North Seas, under the command of Sir Hugh Willoughby. Two 
of thefe veffels penetrated as high as the 72d degree of latitude, to the coalt of Spitz- 
bergen; and being afterwards forced by ftrefs of weather into the bay of the river Ar- 
zina in Ruffian Lapland, both crews were frozen to death, 

Richard Chancellor, who commanded the other fhip, called the Bonaventure, dif. 
covering the country bordering on the White Sea, landed near the mouth of Dvina, 
in a bay which he denominated the Bay of St. Nicholas, from a convent, near the 
prefent port of Archangel. Information of his arrival being difpatched to Ivan Vafli. 
lievitch II. the Tzar fummoned him to Mofcow, diflinguifhed him with many marks of 
kindnefs and attention, received in the moft favourable manner a letter from Edward 
VI. +, and permitted the Englifh to open a commerce with Ruffia. On Chancellor’s 
return, a Ruffian company was eftablifhed by Queen Mary, and in 1555 he again re- 
paired to Mofcow, accompanied by feveral merchants of the incorporated fociety, to 
whom the Tzar granted “a free liberty { of trading to any part of his dominions, 
without paying duties either of export or import, of exercifing all kinds of merchan- 
dizes in his empires and dominions, freely and quietly, without any reftrairit, impeach- 
ment, price, exaction, cuftome, toll, impofition, or fubfidie.” ; 

The correfpondence between Elizabeth and Ivan has already been mentioned § ; 
and it isno wonder that the monarch who obtained the promife of an afylum in 
England, if depofed by his fubjets, fhould confer additional immunities on the new 
company. ‘Thefe privileges, renewed on different occafions, amounted to monopoly ; 
* Ivan forbidding all other perfons but the members of the faid company, and all other 
nations but the Englifh, to carry on any traffic to any of the northern coafts of 
Ruffia |.” 

During the reign of Ivan, the Englifh company fettled colonies in different parts of 
the empire ;. one at Kolmogori, where they even obtained grants of land, erected 
warehoufes, and formed a rope-walk; others at Novogorod and Vologda. Their 
chief eftablifhment was at Mofcow, where the Tzar built for their refidence a large 
brick edifice, called the ambafflador’s houfe. The principal merchandize which the 
firft Englifh fhips exported from Ruflia, were furs and fkins, mafts, flax, hemp, cord- 
age, tallow, train-oil, tar, pitch, and leather ¢. Their imports were chiefly cloths of 
all forts, cottons, and tin. 


* The merchants of Hamburgh and Lubec, and of the other Hanfeatic towns, in carrying on this 
traffic, ufually failed to Revel or Narva, and from thence paffed through Dorpt to Plefeof and ‘Novogorod. 
S.R.G.V. p 4185 and Buf. Hilt. Mag. X. 291. + Hackluyt, vol. i. p. 253. 

4 Ib. p. 265, 266, dated Mofcow, 7060, the fecond month of February. 

é See vol. i. book 2. chun. ©. % Blackluse. ov. a62. @ Backluyr. vol i on zoReeonk 
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Another unexpected advantage was derived from this conneétion with Ruffia. Ivan 
Vaililievitch, having conquered the Tartars of Cafan and Aftracan, extended his do- - 
“minions as far as the Cafpian Sea, and eftablifhed a communication with the Perfians 
and Bucharians*. Animated with the hopes of gain, the Englith factory obtained a 
patent fer an exclufive trade with Perfia and Bucharia; and feveral merchants pafled 
through Mofcow to the countries beyond the Cafpian, 

At the death of Ivan, the Englifh loft their great fupport; and, on the acceffion of 
Feodor, the confirmation of their immunities was for fome time refufed: this refufal 
was owing to the impatience of Sir Jerome Bowes, the Englith ambaffador, who, by 
his fupercilious deportment, offended the Ruffian nobility, and occafioned a revocation 
of the patent. In 1586, Jerome Horfey, the Englifh agent at Mofcow, obtained the 
re-e(tablifhment of feveral immunities; and, in 1588, Giles Fletcher + concluded, 
through the intereft of Boris Godunof, a treaty of league and amity between Elizabeth 
and Feodor, the fecond article of which contained, “ A confirmation and re-eftablith- 
ment of the former privileges of the companie of our Englith merchants, which were 
infringed and annulled in the principal points, with divers neceflary additions to the 
fame, for the better ordering of their trade in thofe countrys hereafter {.” 

At length the grant of exclufive trade feems to have been finally revoked by Boris 
Godunof, who extended to the Dutch feveral immunities which had been hitherto 
peculiar to the Englifh, and reinftated the Hanfeatic towns in their ancient traffic to 
Novogorod and Plefcof§. Still, however, the privileges which remained to the factory 
were.confiderable, confilting in a commerce free of duty to any part of the Ruffian 
dominions. 

At the revolution which placed Demetrius upon the throne, the Englith factory cons 
ceived a {trong hope of recovering its patent of exclufive trade. 

But his untimely fate prevented the good effects of his favourable intentions, and 
the civil calamities which, fubfequent to his affaffination, defolated Roffia, almoft an- 
nihilated the Englifh commerce. But thefe troubles being terminated by the election 
of Michael, Sir James Merricke, ambaflador from James I. to the court of Mofcow, 
obtained from the new Tzar a frefh patent in favour of the company ; which allowed - 
them, as before, a free trade, without paying duties or cuftoms, to Archangel, and 
from thence to Kolmogori, Novogorod, Mofcow, and other parts of his dominions lle 

‘This beneficial commerce was, in 1648, fuddenly annihilated by Alexty Michael 
ovitch, who banifhed the Englifh merchants from his dominions. The caufe of this- 
expulfion is generally imputed to the refentment’ conceived by the Tzar againft the 
Englifh, for the execution of Charles I., with whom he was clofely conneéted by 

leagues. 


* Ruffian Difcoveries, part iii. chap. i. ’ 

+ Fletcher, who went this embaffy, and has publifhed a curious account of Ruffia, was fellow of 
King’s College, Cambridge.  Hackluyt, vol. i. p. 473. § S.R.G.V. po isg. 

| As long as there was so town at the mouth of the Dvina, the merchandize was fent to Kolmogori - 
and from thence into the interior parts of Ruffia. Some timé in the reign of Feodor Ivanovitch, the firit 
foundations of the caftle of Archangel were laid: it took its name from a monattery: built in honour of the 
Archangel Michael. “This {pot foou increafed to a town, and became the great Raple of the Englith trade. 
See S. R. G. vil. p. 470- 

@ Inthe midft of the Khitaigorod at Mofcow, there is an ancient gateway, which forms the entrance 
into the printing-office of the Holy Synod :. it is of curious workmanthip, ornamented with figures of the 
Non and unicorn grotefquely carved in woed. Thefe being the fupporters of the Royal arms of Ingland, . 


authors have conjectured'that this gateway was the entrance to the hotel, conftruéted by order- of Ivan ” 
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leagues of amity ‘and alliance; but ins olithed the company’s privileges:the 
year before that event, His indignation .again{t ‘the Englith was only a political pres. 
-text;’ the real motive being derived from the offers of the Dutch te pay duties of ex- 
port and import, to the amoant-of 15 per cent, if they were indulged with the liberty 
of carrying on as free a trade as the Englifh. For not long afterwards, the Fzar ful- 
fered William Prideaux, Cromwell’s agent, to refide at Archangel, and permitted the 
Engilith to renew their commerce in that port on the fame footing with other foreign. 
ers*, It appears alfo, from Milton’s and {hurloe’s State Papers, that the ‘Tzar not 
only received feveral letters from Cromwell, and returned anfwers ; but, ‘atthe pro. 
tector’s requeft, even agreed to admit his ambaffador at Mofcow. In confequence of this 
permiffion, Richard Bradfhaw, Cromwell’s refident at Hamburgh, proceeded in his way 
to Mofcow, as far as Mittau, where he was henourably entertained by the Duke of 
Courlarf#; from which town feveral difpatches paffed between Bradfhaw and the Ruf- 
fian chancellor, with refpeét to the fuperfcription of the Protector’s letter to the Tzar, 
which did not confér on that monarch all the titles he required. This feems to have 
been merely a pretext, as Bradfhaw afferts, to ‘prolong the time; and in effect he foon 
afterwards returned to Hamburgh without having‘accomplifhed his intended embafly f. 
Cromwell, however, gained a great point in opening the commerce ‘of -Archan- 
gel to the Englith; and although Alexéy could not be induced to grant a free trade 
into the interier parts of his dominions; yet this exclufion was not peculiar to the 
Englith; for he equally prohibited all foreign traffic, except at Archangel }. 

Soon after the Reitoration, Charles II. defirous of obtaining a renewal. of, the com- 
pany’s privileges, difpatched the Earl of Carlifle to Mofcow, who was ordered to” re- 
prefent, that “ thefe very privileges were the bafis and foundation on which the amity 
of the two crowns of England and Mufcovy were fuperftruéted.” ‘The embafly failed 
of fuccefs: the failure was imputed to the haughty deportment of the ambaffador, 
who expreffed difguit at the bad accortmodations in Ruflia, did not pay fufficient court 
to the minifters and favourites of the’T'zar, tendered repeated remonftrances in a manner 
totally repugnant to the Ruffian cultom, and, under a falfe notion of maintaining the 
dignity of his fovereign, objected to the Ruffian ceremonial. It is much to be quef- 
tioned; however, if the Earl of Carlifle had acted a lefs impolitic part, whether the 
Ruffian court would have renewed the charter of the company in its full extent, par- 
ticularly the exemption from duties of export and import; fince: the Dutch readily 
paid the cuftoms. The Earl of Carlifle could only obtain a permiffion that the Englifh 
fhould trade freely into the Ruffian dominions, but remain fubje& to the duties of 
export and import. From that period the Britifh commerce has fuffered no inter- 
ruption §, ‘ 3 

‘Archangel continued the fole port for the exports and imports of Ruffia, until the 
building of St. Peterfburgh, when Peter the Great removed the commerce of the 
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figures of the lion and unicorn, that this gateway had fome reference to the Englifh, although it was not 
the ambaffador’s hotel, that being fituated near the church of St. Maximus, in another part of the Khi- 
taigorod ; but it evidently appears, from an infcription over the gateway, that this building was not con- 
verted into a printing-office on account of the execution of Charles.. "he infeription denotes, that 
Michael Feodorovitch, and his fon Alexty, canfed thefe apartments and this gate to be conftrudted in the 
printing-houfe, June sth, 7152, or, according to our ara, 1645: a plain proof that the eftablifhment of 
the printing-houfe was prior, by at leaft three years, to the execution of Charles, and could have ao.re- 





ference to chat event, * Thurloe, vol. ii. 558-562. 
+ Se: Milcon’s Works, p. 1657. Thurloe, vol. iti. p 258, and vi. 408, 432, 439. 
ti ey vol. ii. p. 598. _ § Except the fhort interval under Paul, 
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‘White Sea to the havens of the Baltic*. The Britith merchants, who were highly 
favoured by that monarch; fettled in the new metropolis, which fuddenly ‘became the 
principal mart for the Ruffian trade. The privileges of the Britith fa@ory eftablifhed. 
in Ruffia are confifmed by a folenin treaty of commerce and navigation, concluded in 
1734 between George II. and the Emprefs Anne; and fince renewed, between His 
prefent Majefty and Catherine I. ¢ ? ; 

‘The whole trade of St. Peterfburgh in exports and imports for 1777, with the Eng. 
lifh and other nations, was, 








In exports Shae fs 2,400,000. joel, cs 
Imports - - 1,600,000 ; 420095 ‘ 
Balance in favour of Ruifia 8eC,000 





The Britith thare in this trade is, 
In the exports about t - 1,508,782], 6 


Imports = - 423,942 12 1,932,724], 18 
Gain - - 1,084,839 14 





Confequently, the trade with all other nations (the Ruffian fubjeds included) is, 
In the exports - 891,217]. 14 ee ee 


Imports " P 1,176,057 8 apa Se 2 
tole “a ° 284,839 14 





From henccit is evident Rufia gains annually 84,839]. 
by her trade with the Britith fubjeéts about Ra SOR aes 





And that fhe lofes by her trade with all other 
nations 7 - - i 2845839 14 
Remains annually a clear gain of about 800,000 0 








Bat should the contraband traffic (in which the value of the imports far exceeds that 
of the exports, and in which the Britifh have little or no concern) be included, it will 
confiderably diminifh the balance of thefe commercial profits as juft ftated. 


* In 1752, Elizabeth again reflored the ancient immunities of Archangel ; and its prefent trade is not >” 
inconfiderable. ‘Phe port {upplies the government of Archangel, and part of thofe of Nifhnei-Novogorod 
and Cafan, with European commodities, and draws in exchange from thofe Parts corn, flax, hemp, coarfe 
linen, cordage, fails, mafts, tallow, which are mottly conveyed by the Dvina: it forms alfo a principal 
communication with the northern and wettern parts of Siberia, from whence furs, fkins, and: iron are 

racured, 
t +, The reader will find the firft treaty of 1734 in Rouffet’s Supplement to Dumont’s Corps Diplo- 
matique, vol. iff. p. 495 5 and the lait, of 1766, in a CoileGion of Treaties between Great Britain 
and other Powers, vol. ii, P- 309-—327. 

{ See Britifh exports and imports, Appendix, No. 2. 
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According to this ftatement, half the trade of St. Peterfburch is in the hands of the 
Englifh; but as their exports and imports in 1777 exceeded thofe of the preceding or 
fabfequent years, this eftimate may. be confidered as too highly rated ;, we may fairly, 
however, allow, upon the moft moderate computation, that a third.of this commerce is 
carried on by our factory. + oes : ; 

The average number of merchant fhips, which annually arrive from England at the. 
port of Cronttadt, with goods laden for St. Peterfburgh, may be collected from the 
following table : aoe : , 














Years. Ships. | Years. Ships. | Years. Ships. | Years, Ships. 
1753 + 149] 5758 = 161] 1763 - 14911773 349 
1754 - 236°) 1759> - 20611767 = 20041774 + 318 
1755 + 160}1760 = 137 1768 = 23744776 - 320 
1756 + 1861176 = 130} 1769 = 322(1777 - 366 
1757 -. 129 [ 1762. - 153| 1770. + 306 | 1778-252 
The general {tate of the trade of St. Peterfburgh in 1778 was, 
In exports Sn 8 em 2,042;0971. 8 
Imports - : 1,318,428 - 16 


303602526 4 
In 1799, the exports from St. Peterfburgh amounted to 38,169,92 syoubles; the 


imports 19,290,779 ARO ee 
In 1778 the following number of veflels arrived at Cronftadt : 













Hamburgh - 





Englifh - a52| Dutch + | 147 2 
French * + 1 | Danifh - 3g|Stralfund «+ 1 
Spanith - 6 | Pruffian - -- 26| Bremen | ©: 3 
Ruflian . 12 | Lubeck = 38 — 
Portuguefe ° 2 | Roftock - .. 29] Total . - ° 607 








Swedifh - 47 | Dantzick - 2 


| 





Befide the metropolis, the Ruffian trade in the Baltic is carried on at Riga, Revel, 
Narva, and Wiburgh. “From Riga + aconfiderable quantity of corn is exported by the 
Englith, Swedes and Dutch, which is fent down the Duna from the provinces of Plefcof, 
Smolenfko, and Novogorod: the mafts are alfo fhipped from the fame port. The 
. other exports from this, and the above-mentioned maritime towns, are fimilar to thofe 
of St. Peterfburgh. ~ 2 vs 


% The French exports and imports are, in time of war, moftly conveyed in Dutch bottoms, which fe 
the reafon why, in 1778, but one French vetlel artived at Cronftadt, although their exports and imports 
for that year amounted to 148,753! .. $ See the account of Riga in the ad volumes, ‘ 


Additions. « 
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Additions to thé Account of the Englifo Commércés—Aipift 8016. 


BY the kind communication of a-friend well verfed in the Ruffian:commerce, I am 
enabled to fubjoin a ftatement of the mode in which the Britifh-trade is principally 
conducted. ~) : es : ‘. eras 

To-enter into all the details of the Ruffian commerce, from the growth of the raw 
article in the interior provinces to its arrival at the port for exportation, would require 
a diftinét, and indced, a voluminous treatife.. But afew obfervations may give a general 
idea of an interefling part of the fubject, namely, the manner in which the commerce 
is conducted between Great Britain and. Ruflia. 

‘he particular privileges attached to the guilds, into which the Ruffian merchants 
are enrolled, appropriate to them the interior commercé of the country. 

A foreigner who imports goods into’ Ruffia, muft fell them to Ruflians only, and at 
the port where they arrive, none but natives being allowed to fend merchandize'into 
the interior of the empire for fale. A few foreigners, indeed, fettled in Ruffia, and 
having connections with natives, do carryton a trade with the interior; but it is con- 
trary to law and the goods are liable to feizure. 

‘the late Emprefs, probably with a view to induce foreigners to weave their interefts 
more clofely with Ruflia» by engaging their capital in every department of commerce, * 
propofed certain advantages. to thofe foreigners who would infcribe themfelves in guilds, 
‘and put themfelves on the fame footing.with her.own fubjects. The advantages were, 
under a commercial point of view, very confiderable.. “They greatly ‘diminifhed the. 
heavy duties on feveral articles *, and permiffion was granted to trade into’the country, 
that is, to carry imported articles to the beft market, and to purchafe the native pro- 
duéts either by themfelves‘or ‘agents: : -Notwithftanding, however, the probability of 
being underfold by foreigners, and even by fomefew-of their own countrymen, a large 
majority of the Britifh merchants refufed to refign, or even to rifk that character and 
independence which they had fo long and honourably fultained ‘as Britith fubjeéts, pro- 
tected by Ruffian laws. . PEI he nek 

If their determination did honour to their firmnefs, the event proved (what could 
not-be forefeen) that it even promoted their intereft.. The Rufhans foon perceived} that 
if foreigners, with all their intelligence and large capitals at command, could, like ~ 
themfelves, ‘penetrate the country, the principal emoluments ‘would’ pafs. mto. other 
hands, and they counteracted: the attempts of the new fpeculators.: - Even when the.pri- 
vilege was granted to Britifh fubjects, by the Treaty of Commerce concluded by. His 

_ Majefty’s late minifter at the court of St. Peterfburgh, it was impoffible to derive any. 
folid advafitage from it; for although the right-of fending goods into the interier-~was 
no longer difputed, yet by the revival of corporation laws, till that time confidered as 
obfolete, it was found that goods belonging-to foreigners in pafling through different 
towns would be fubjeét'to fuch heavy duties, that the Ruffians were able confiderably 

-. to underfell the Britifh merchants who engaged in thefe adventures. aes 

The Ruffians, therefore, asconneéted with Britifh commerce, form two difting claffes, 
firft, the grower of the raw articles, as hemp, flax, &c. or the proprietor of them, as of 
tallow, briftles, &c. Thefe are, generally fpeaking, the owners of the foil.and of the 
peafants where the articles are produced. ; ; aoe 

* Foreign merchants were obliged to pay thefe duties in foreign coin, inftead of Ruffian bank notes; or” 
copper money, which made a difference of 25 or 30 per cent. 2. eee 5 

572 The 
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The manufaGurers of linens, failcloth, &c. purchafe the yarn of the peafants, ‘who 
grow the flax, and make the yarn 5: it is then manufaCtured into ravenducks, flems, and 
“drillings, entirely in their own fabrics, and thefe articles are feldom, if ever, foid on 
contract, previous to their arrival at St. Peterfburgh. The Rufiia linens (known in 
“this country by the name of flaxen linens, crafh, and diaper,) are made entirely by the 
peafants ; and for thisarticle the Ruffian merchant is in a manner only the factor, as he 
buys them ready made, and carries them to St. Peterfburgh for fale. a the manufac- 
ture-of their fail-cloth, the fame circumftance occurs. ae : 
The fecond clafs of Ruffian merchants are, more properly fpeaking, factors; thefe 
alone make the contracts with the Britith merchant at the ports of Kuffia, and while 
% of them poffefs neither capital nor goods, they derive large profits from their com- 











mof 
mercial tranfaétons. ; 5 
From the month of November, till the fhipping feafon.in May, the Ruffians, who 
trade in hemp, flax, tallow, briflles, wax, oil, hides, iron, and many other articles, 
.. (except manufactures and linens,) either come themfelves to St. Peterfourgh, or employ 
. agents to fell their goods to foreigners, to be delivered according to agreement, in May, 
June, July, or Auguft. The payments are made according to the circumftances of the 
fellers and buyers; and fometimes the buyer pays the whole amount, in the winter 
months, for the goods which are to be delivered in the fummer or autumn; at others, 
he pays a part on concluding the contraét, and the remainder on delivery of the goods. 
The manufaGurers and dealers in linens ufually come to St. Peterfburgh in March, and 
fell their goods for ready money. : : 
The foreian goods were formerly almoft entirely fold on twelve months credit, and 








"... fome on a {till longer term ; but lately, feveral articles, fuch as coffee and fugar, are fold 


at St. Peterfburgh for ready money; {till, however, the interior is fupplied with foreign 
goods on credit, and moft of the woollen trade in St. Peterfburgh is carried on by 

allowing the Rufftans a long credit with the goods. Many, I might almoft fay all . 
the Ruffians, who buy goods on credit of foreigners, for the fupply of the interior, 
have no other connections or trade with St. Peterfburgh, than merely coming there 
once or twice a year to purchafe goods on credit, which having accompiifhed, they fet 
off with the goods, and the foreigner neither fees nor hears of them again till the bills 

become due, By the laws of Ruffia, none but merchants infcribed in the guilds are 
allowed to trade;.and in cafe any perfon not. infcribed (that is, a peafant) contracts.a 
debt for more than five roubles, he cannot be profecuted, nor is he liable beyond that 
fum. Notwithftanding this law, a great many peafants do trade, and actually purchafe 

goods of foreigners on long credit. . ey : . 

It may not be improper here to notice the fallacious though fpecious ftatement of the 
author of the Secret Memoirs of the Court of St. Peterfburgh refpecting the trade be- 
- tween Great Britain and Ruffia. » He fays, the Englith take away leather, and bring 
fhoes;. take grain, and return beer; and fend fhips laden with, hardware in exthange 
for iron, timber, &c. . In the firft place,-it may be remarked, neither fhoes, beer, nor 
hardware are allowed to be imported, nor has any timber been received from Rufha 
for a confiderable time. ee : . 
. The author has carefully kept in the back ground an effential point which proves the 
mutual interefts of Great Britain and Ruffia to be infeparable. It would, in the prefent 
- ftate of things, fubjeét Ruflia to great inconvenience, were fhe merely to carry on, as 
the above-mentioned author propofes, an immediate exchange of produce. Before this 
produce can be broughs to the ports of Ruflia, a very confiderable capital is required 
1S : ; ; ani 
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and by the advance of this capital, not by the exchange of manufadures againft raw 
articles, Great Britain renders her trade reciprocally beneficial to Ruffia. : y 
» Tt will be evident that to condu& an extenfive commerce on this fyftem, requires 
confiderable intelligence, an intimate acquaintance with, and unlimited confidence in the~ 
native merchants. Nothing can refleét more honour on the Ruffians, as a commercial 
people, than that the Britifh-merchants are in conftant habits of intrufting to them the., 
immenfé fums employed in the trade with that country, without any fecurity beyond a 
perfonal knowledge. = : ie te : . 
~~ The trade has thus been condu@ed for upwards of three centuries; and if the favour- 
able difpofition, and the charaéler of Alexander did not preclude*reflection on paft 
tranfaCtions, the interruption which has lately taken place, and the temporary fufpenfion 
of confidence could never be too deeply lamented. ° So many comforts have been derived 
from a refidence in the metropolis of St. Peterfburgh, that not only Englith capital has 
been employed in the commerce, but the poffeflors.of that capital have themlelves di- 
reted its employment; fo that, excepting in one or two inftances, the commerce with 
Great Britain is not conduéted through the mediumr of mere agents, as formerly ; but 
the. Englifh. merchant refident in St. Peigrfburgh -has the fole and independent com. 
mand‘ot the capital which he embarks in commerce. F SS Sty So ae 
Another circumftance connected with the Britith trade is too curious to. be patfed in 
‘filence. Every mercantile houfe in St. Peterfburgh employs certain men, called in the 
Janguage of the country, Artel{chiéks, who are the counting-houfe men, and employed 
by every-merchant tocolleét payment on bills, to receive money, as well as in many 
_inftances to pay it in very confiderable fums,- This is an important part of their truft.’ 
There being no bankers in Ruffia, every mercantile houfe keeps its own cath; and as’ 
the payments between merchants, and for bills of exchange, are made.entirely in bank ° 
notes of no higher value than five, ten, twenty-five, fifty, and one hundred roubles, moft - 
of them in fo tattered a ftate, as to requiré feveral hours to count over a fumvof two or * 
three thoufand pounds; this bufinefs is performed by artel{chicks, and very few in-. 
ftances have occurred of lofs by their inattention, either in mifcounting the notes, in’. 
taking falfe notes, or, where they are much torn, in receiving parts of diflerent bank 
“notes. “hae . we ge ART AT aH Fe et : 
’‘Thefe artelfchicks are alfo employed to fuperintend the loading and unloading the’ 
different cargoes; they receive the moft valuable. into the warehoule, where they are left, 
‘folely under their care; and in thefe warehoufes not merely merchandife, but often 
large quantities of dollars are depofited.*’ Thefe Ruffians are. moftly natives of Arch- 
angel and the adjacent governments, of the loweft clafs, are often. flaves, generally of 
the crown ;. and theonly fecurity of the merchant arifes in fome degree from the natural ~ 
reluctance of the Ruffian to betray confidence repofed in‘him; but in a much greater’ 
from the nature of their aflociation, which is called an Artel. Figo SOA rab See 
An Artel confifts of a certain number of Jabourers, who voluntarily beconie refpon-: 
fible, as a body; for the honefty of each individual... The feparate earnings of each man. 
"are put into the common ftock, a monthly allowance is made for his fupport, and at 
the end of the year the furplus is equally divided. . ‘The number varies in different affo- 
ciations from fifty to one hundred; and fo advantageous is it confidered to belong to. 
. one of thefe focieties, that §00, and even 1609 roubles are paid for admiffion. Thefe. 
_ focieties are not bound by any law of the empire, or even written. agreement; nor does 
the merchant reftrain them under any legal obligation ; yet there has been no inftancé - 


of their objecting to any juft claim, or of protecting an individual whofe condu@ had 
brought a demand on the fociety. 


a Let eS: 
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“CHar, XXIL—RifZ, Progrefs, and Termination of the Englifh Trade on‘ the Cafpian. 
-Sea.—Commerce of the Ruffians in the fame Quarter —Defcription of the principal 
« Ports. —Exports and Imports. —Average Value of the Trade.—Commerce with the Buchas 


rians and Chinefe. 


“IN the fourteenth century, the Venetians and Genoefe drew, by means of the Caf- 
.. pian, through Aftracan to their fettlements at Azof* and Caffa, the Indian, ~Perfian, 
cand Arabian merchandize, with which they furnifhed the fouth cf Europe. The 
northern part of this continent was fupplied likewife, through Aftracan, with Afiatic 
goods, by the Ruffian merchants of Ladoga on the Volkof, who fent them to their 
principal {torehoufe at Wifby, a Hanfeatic town in the Ifle of Gothland.. ‘he.devaftas 
.tion occafioned by the wars of Tamerlane, at the end of the fourteenth century, turned 
this trade from’ Aftracan to Smyrna and Aleppo... The commerce of| Arabia, more 
‘ commodious for thofe ports, never returned to Aftracan ; but partof the Perfian traffic 
was afterwards reftored toits old channel. >, : Se ag 
While the provinces of Cafan and Aftracan were under the government of the T als” 
tars, the cap, or head-quarters of the Khan, was a mart for the Ruffian and Perfian 
merchants, But.as, according to the:cuftom of the roving Tartars, it was frequently 
changed, Aftracan and Terkit became at length two principal places of refort. This 
commerce, impeded and frequently interrupted by the numerous banditti, was precari- 
ous; until the conqueft of Cafan and Aftracan opened a ready communication between 
’ “Mofeow and the Cafpian Sea; Ivan Vaflilievitch Il. having garrifoned Aftracan with 
troops, rendered it the chief emporium of the eaftern trade. , This conquelt being coms: 
_ pleted in 1554, foon after the difcovery of Archangel, the Englith obtained the Tzar’s: 
pefmiffion to pafs through, his dominions into Perfia, and carry on an exclufive trade 
over the Calpian. .. aed) : ; 
Jenkinfon was the firft Englifhman who navigated that fea, -In 1558, he landed at 
Mangufhlak upon the Eaftern hore, paffed by land through the country of the Turkea 
man ‘Tartar’s to Boghara, capital of Great Bucharia, and returned to Mofcow the fol- 
lowing year. In 1561, he again failed over the Cafpian, and proceeding to the coaft. 
‘of Shirvan, went by land to Cafbin, the refidence of the fophy, from whom he obtained 
a permiflion of trading into Perfia. Several merchants followed his example. ‘The laft 
cexpedition was made, in 1597, by Chriftopher Burroughs; whofe fhip being, on its. 
return, fhattered by the ice in the mouth of the Volga, he and his crew elcaped with 
difficulty, and arrived at Aftracan after many dangers}. During thefe expeditions the 
traffic was chiefly confined to the ports of Lumen, Derbent, Baku, and the coatt-of. 
“Ghilan..- , a 7 Ginseng ; ; : ; 
The difafters which attended the voyage of Burrough, the banditti frequenting the 
fhores of the Cafpian, and the wars between the Turks and Perfians, obftructed the infant 
commerce; and during above a century and a half no Englifh veffel appeared upon this 


* Sce Guldenftaedt’s Treatife Von den Hafen am-Cafpifchen Meere, in Journ. St. Pet. for 1777. 
-,The Indian goods were brought, for the moft part, through Perfia, acrofs the Cafpian to A ftracan, from 
thence up the Volga, then by land to the Don, and down that river to Azof, 

+ Terki was fituated near the river Terek, upon the weltern fhore of the Cafpian: no traces of it remainy. 
as the fite is covered by the fea, ; oe ae : : > 
-f Hackluyt, p. 324430. S. R. G. viii. 426-473. 
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fea. At length, in 1741, the Britith merchants of St. Peterfburgh, at the perfuafion of 
. Captain Elton, an Englifhman in the Ruffian fervice, renewed the commerce, and eftab- 
lithed a factory at Rethd in the province’ of Ghilan, Some difputes unfortunately aril 
ing, as well between the Englifh themfelves, as between the Roffians and Elton, he ene 
tered into the fervice of Nadir Shah, and affifted in conftru@ting fome veffels on the 
Cafpian. This circumftance gave umbrage to the court of St. Peterfburgh, and Eliza- 
beth; in-1746, withdrew her permiffion to the Englifh merchants, of pafling through 
her dominions for the Cafpian commerce. On the death of Nadir Shahin 1747, who, 
in eonfequence of Elton’s influence, had permitted the Englifh to trade to Perfia, their 
fa@ory was pillaged by one of the pretenders to the throne, and their commerce anni+ 
hilated *. ‘ 

The Ruffians purfued with perfeverance the track opened by our merchants, and - 
under Alexty Michaelovitch, Aftracan became the centre of the Perfian trade; to 
which place inerchants from Bocharia, Crim ‘Lartary, Armenia, Perfia, and even Tadia, 
reforted. « ‘Uhe vellels of the Ruffians being rudely framed, without decks, and of couric 

_esxpofed to conftant fhipwrecks +, the. Tzar drew from Amfterdam feveral fhip-builders, 
for the purpole of conftru@ing veffels more calculated to weather the fiorms of this fea; 
but thefe defigns being fruftrated by the rebcllion of the Coflacks of the Don, under 
Stenko Razin {, the trade of Ruflia was annihilated by their devaftations. Oh the 
quelling of the revolt, and punifhment of their leader, the greater part of the commerce 
fell into the hands of the Arnacnian merchants eftablifhed in Aftracan, who fettled face 
tories both in the Ruffian and Perfian territories §. : 

During this whole period the Ruffian and Armenian traders penetrated no further 
than Niezabad, a port between Derbent and, Baku; and their chief fettlement was at 
Shamakee, capital of Shirvan, until 1711, when that town was taken by the Lefgees, 
and the factory deftroyed. : a 

In 1721, this commerce was again revived: Peter having marched an army into 
Perfia, over-ran the provinces of Dageftan, Shirvan, Ghilan, and Mafanderan, on the 
ealtern and fouthern coaiis of the Cafpian, and obtained their ceffion by a formal treaty. 
Soon afterwards, he eftablifhed a Ruffian company trading to the Cafpian; but the 
whole capital confifted only of four hundred fhares, of the value of gol. ech. The 
chief fettlements were formed at Aftracan and Kiflar. eee 
_ The poffeffion of thefe diftant provinces proving expenfive and of little advantage, 
‘Anne reftored them to the fophy || on condition that the Ruffian merchants fhould en- 
joy liberty of trade to all the havens of the Cafpian without paying duty, fhould be al- 
lowed to build houfes and magazines, and not be fubjeét to the laws of the country |. 
The privileges of this company were confirmed by Anne and Elizabeth ; but the com- 
merce was inconfiderable until the reign of Catharine II. who, in 1762, abolifhed this 
exclufive right, and permitted all her fubjeéts to trade with Perfia; prohibiting, on 
account of the numerous banditti who infeft the roads, the inland traffic from Kiflar, 
and the other Cafpian ports to Shamakee. Two Ruflian confuls refide at Baku and 










: * See Hanway’s Briiifh trade over the Cafpian Sea, in his Travels, vols. i, and ii. ; and chap. xxxiti. in 
the fecond valume of Cooke’s Travels through the Raffian Empire to Perfia. Both thefe accounts, how- 
ever contraditory to each other,-fufficiently prove the unfortunate mifunderftandings which had arifen be- 
tween the Englifh who engaged in this trade. . 

+S R.G. vii p.qog. _ - 5 Ee : 3 eee 

4 Bufching, is. 80-88. For an account of Stenko Rafin, fee Schmidt, Ruff. Gef, vol. ii. p. 32, Mot- 
ley’s Hiftory of Catharine, vol. i. p. 227+ ; . ag . 

§ &.R. G, vii. p. 505. | SR. G. ip. 154, kes | q Guldenflaedt. 
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Finzellee *," ‘Thefe.regulations, however, cannot prevent the contraband trade which: 
is carried on at Shamakee, and the other inland towns of Perfia, ‘by the Armenian: 
merchants; who, from their knowledge of the ‘country and’ language, “underfell the 
Ruilians.” © a —— 2 
«-Aftracan, fituated on an ifland in a branch’ of the Volga, is the great ftaple of the 
Cafpian ‘commerce; and, by'means of that river, is readily fupplied with European 
tjnerchandize from “the ports of thé Baltic f.- Although Aftracan is only in the a7th 
degree of latitude, yet the cold.isextremely intenfe in winter;“and for two months 
‘the Volga is generally frozen: fo hard as to be pailed over by heavy-laden fledges t. 
Large traéts of foreft on the banks of that river, in’ the province of Kafan, furnith (uf 
ficient eak ‘and timber forthe con{truction of -veffels for the Cafpian fea. | : . : 
The Cafpian is’ fix hundred and eighty miles in length, from Gurief to Medfhetifar, 
‘and in no part more’ than” two’ hundred and fixty'in breadth. It has no tide; and, on 
account of fhoals is navigable only by veffels drawing from nine to ten feet water; it 
has Rtrong currents, and, like all inland: feas, is fubject to violent ftorms §, which the 
‘Ruflian veffels, wretchedly con{tru€tad, weather with difficulty: the waters are brackith. 
“Che Uralian Cofacs enjoy the right of fifhing on the’ coaft forty feven ‘miles on each 
‘fide of the river Ural; and the inhabitants of Aftracan poffels the exclufive privilege 
“on the remaining fhores belonging to Ruffia. “The roe of fturgeons and beluga fupply 
large quantities of ¢aviare; -and the fith,. which are chiefly falted and dried, form a con- 
fiderable article of confumption in the Ruffian empire. The Cafpian abounds’ with fea. 
dogs, which are hunted and caught in great numbers |]. z 
"The ports of the Cafpian may be divided into Ruffian, Perfian,' and Tartar. * 
The Ruffian ports and trading places are, 1. Gurief; 2: Kiflar, is _ 
''t, Gurief, fituated on: the mouth of ‘the ¥aik or Ural, near a bay of the Cafpian, is 
a {malt but (trong fortrefs, which guards the frontiers of the Ruffian empire towards 
“the territory of the Kirghees Tartars.. The place contains fcarcely a hundred houfes, 
and, except the garrifon, has no inhabitants but a few merchants from Aftracan, who 
trade with the neighbouring Tartars €. 2. The fortrefs of Kiflar ftands near the eaftern 
coalt;.and covers the frontiers towards the limits of Perfia. Veflels formerly entered 
the fout'ern branch of the Ferek; but as :the mouths of that river are now choaked’ 
up, ‘the’. -rchandize is landed ina fmall bay at the diftance of thirty-four miles. Kif. 
lar draws trom Aftracan the European commodities neceflary for the Perfian traffic, toe - 
gether with corn and provifion for the Ruffian colonies on the Terek, and for the neigh- 
bouring diftri&-of Mount Caucafus. \ Befide the goods which are difpofed of at Kiflar, ’ 
and fent to the Perfian ports, the inhabitants carry on a contraband trade to Shamakee, 
Derbent, 4nd even Tiflis in Georgia, which isexceedingly precarious from the numerous, 
banditti who pillage the-caravans. . Pee pert AP eS gee aS 
Before I enumerate the principal Perfian havens, it would Be neceffary to acquaint 
the reader to whom.belong the provinces of Shirvan, Ghilan, Mafanderan, and Aftra- 
bad, in which countries the ports reforted to by the Ruflians are fituated. But the 
unfettled ftate of Perfia, and the civil-wars which continue to harrafs that divided em- 
pire, render it difficult to afcertain that point **. In general thofe provinces are governed 


by. 


4 





*® Guldenflaedt, p. 248. + Hanway, p.rgz. + > $f Gmenn, vol. n. p. B4e oo 

§ Hlauway, vol tp 393- ~ |] Jour. St. Pet. p.2533 S. R.G vii p 575. “Fora lit of the fith 
inthe Cafjian, fee Gmelin, vol tp 246. : 2 - @ Pallas Reife, 1 424, &e. : 

** On the aflaffination of Nadir Shah, in 1747, various compctitors prefenred themfelves co fill the vas 
“eant throne 5 and in lefs than two years eight iovereigns had reigned, been depofed,- or affaffinated ; when 
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by their own khans, who, though tributary to the fophy, render themfelves occa- 
fionally independent ; and as they are continually at war with each other, their govern- 
ments are the feat of almoft perpetual hoftility, rapine, and devaftation. Meanwhile, 
the trade flourifhes or diminifhes in proportion as the exations of the fovereigns are 
more or lefs frequent and exorbitant. 

The Perfian havens are, 1. Derbent; 2. Niezabad; 3. Baku; 4. Einzellee; 5. Fa- 
rabat; 6. Medfhetifar; 7. Aftrabad. 

1. Derbent is the worft port in the Cafpian; if it can be called a port, where veffels 
can feldom approach the fhore, on account of fands and fhoals, but are generally oblig- 
ed to anchor, at the diftance of three quarters of a mile: from this circumftance, joined _ 
to the inconfiderable degree of commerce, it is little frequented. Derbent inthe pro- 
vince of Shirvan, is a Perfian fortrefs, furrounded by high brick wails; the inhabitants 
are chiefly Perfans, Tartars, and a few Armenians. ‘wo or three Ruffian fhips are 

_ annually bound for Derbent; they are ufually laden with oats and rye, and carry iron, 
fteel, and lead for the Lefgees and other Tartar nations, who inhabit the Eaftern chain 
of the Caucafus. The neighbourhood produces fome corn, but not fufficient for the 
confumption of the place. 2. Niefovaia Priftan, or Niezabad, was formerly the port moft 
frequented by the Ruffians, and chiefly vifited by the merchants of Shamakee, who 
fupplied the province of Shirvan with European commodities. Near the harbour are 
feveral wretched villages. 3. Baku is efteemed the moft commodious haven, as veffels 
may fecurely anchor in feven fathoms water; but the number of fhoals, iflands, and , 
fand-banks, render the entrance extremely difficult and dangerous, particularly to the 
Ruffians who are not expert failors. Baku is a fortrefs furrounded with high brick 
walls: the inhabitants like thofe of Derbent, are Perfians, Tartars and a few Armenian 
merchants. The principal articles of exportation are naphta, and rock falt, of both 
which there are mines on the eaft fide of the bay. The inhabitants cultivate faffron and 
the cotton-tree, but not to any confiderable advantage. The trade of Baku, though 
more valuable than that of Derbent, is {till inconfiderable, and chiefly carried on with 
Shamakee, from whence it draws raw filk and filken ftuffs. A Ruffian conful is refi- 
dent at this place*. Before we quit the province of Shirvan, it may not be improper 
to mention its capital, the inland town of Shamakee, which is only fixty-fix miles from 
Baku, and fupplies that port with raw filk and filken ftuffs. Shamakee owed its com- 
mercial importance to the filk which is cultivated in the neighbouring diftriat, and {till 
preferves the town from ruin, though the traffic is greatly reduced by-the exorbitant 
exactions of the Khan of Kuba; it was alfo crowded with Turkifh and Greek merchants 
but at prefent contains only a few Armenian and Indian traders. ‘The inhabitants ma- 
nufacture filk and cotton ftuffs, far inferior to thofe made in the beginning of the ccn- 
tury. The filk of this province is exported into the interior part of Perfia, Turkey, 
Georgia, and Ruffia. Shamakee ftill fupplies part of Georgia, and the inhabitants of 
the Eaftern chain of Mount Caucafus, with European commodities, principally by 
means of the traffic with Baku, and the contraband trade with the Armenians and 
Ruffianst. 4. Einzellee, though a wretched village, is the moft frequented ior the 





Shirauz. On his death, in 1779, Perfia was again expofed to all the horrors of a difputed fucceifion, and 
divided between the two principal competitors. Akau Mahomed Khan, a Perfian of high diflinétion, who 
was caftrated in his infancy by order of Nadir Shah, and who, like Narfes, poffefled great civil and 
military talents, was, in 1788, mafter ef Mazanderan and Ghilan, as well as the cities of Hfpahan aud 
‘Tauris. Jaafar Khan, nephew of Kerim Khan, was at that period fovereign-of Shirauz, the capital, and 
of the fouthern provinces,—Franklin’s Tour from Beagal to Perfia, p. 278-354. 

* Gmelin, vol. iii, p. 52, &cs Guldenftaedt. + Gmelin, vel. iil. p. 60, &c. 
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Perfian commerce: formerly veffels entered through the channel into a bay; but 
this bay being choaked up, are obliged to lay at anchor in the road. Einzellee is fitua- 
ted on the fouth-weftern coaft, a few miles north of Rethd, capital of the province of 
Ghilan : it confifts of Old and New Finzellee; the former inhabited by the Perfians 
and Armenians, under the jurifdiction of the fophy, the latter by the Raffian merchants, 
and thofe Armenians who are fubje&t to Ruflia. A garrifon of thirty Toldiers is fta- 
tioned under the command of the conful. It contains a Ruflian and Armenian church 
and about three hundred houfes, moftly formed with reed. ‘he refurfe only of the 
Perfian and European commodities is expofed to fale at Einzellee; the Great mart 
being at Refhd, where the Ruffians have erected booths, to which place a conflux of 
merchangs from Tauris, and the principal cities of Perfia, Armenia, and even Turkey, 
refort, in order to purchafe the raw filk and manufactures of Ghilan. Hence the 
Ruffians difpofe of their European commodities to confiderable advantage, and obtain 
in return the produtions of this rich province. The manufactures * and filk of Ghi- 
Jan, efteemed the beft in Perfia, have been in fuch repute for thefe laft fifty years, that 
Refhd is become one of the firft commercial towns in this part of Afia, he fineft 
fort is ufvally white, and chiefly fent into the interior cities of Perfia, or fold to the: 
’ ‘Purks; the inferior kind is yellow, and principally difpofed of to the Reffians.’ There 
is fuch a conftant demand for the filk of Ghilan+, that the price rifes every year. 
Refhd fupplies the bordering provinces of Perfia, and the independent neighbouring 
fates as far as Georgia, with European merchandize, except the goods which are tran{- 
ported immediately from Aftracan, through Kiflar and Moftok, to the nearett parts. 
of Georgia, and of the neighbouring mountains; and thofe fent from Shamakee, to 
the Lefgees Tartars, and other independent tribes}. 5, Farabat, and 6. Medthetifar, 
are fituated on the fourthern coaft, in the province of Mafanderan ; they are both fmalk 
villages, of which Medthetifar is moft commercial, from its vicinity to Balfrafch, capi- 
tal of the province, where the Ruffians and Armenians convey their merchandife: the 
traffic, however, is much lefs confiderable than formerly, a circumftance owing to the’ 
impofitions of the Khan of Mafanderan. ‘The chief produétions of this country are 
filk, far inferior to that of Ghilan, rice and cotton, of which articles there is a large ex. 
portation, Merchants from Kafkan, Ifpahan, Schirafs, and Khorafan, refort to Bal- 
frafch, and’bring for fale the Perfian and Indian commodities §. 7. The bay of Aftra- 
bad, where the Ruffians land and proceed to the capital. The produdtions of this pro- 
vince, and its exports and imports, are nearly fimilar to thofe of Mafanderan. The 
commerce of Aftrabad is chiefly with Candahar. 

The Tartar havens are, 1. The bay of Balkan; 2. Mangufhlak, both of which, but 
particularly the latter, afford a fecure harbour. 1. the Ruffians frequent the iflands 
in the bay of Balkan; inhabited chicfly by pirates of the race of Turkoman Tartars + 
thefe iflands produce rice and cotton, and one of them called Naphthonia, abounds in 
naphtha. The traffic might be increafed to the advantage of Ruflia; as it would be 
far more commodious to trade with the ‘lartars of Khiva and Bucharia from thefe parts 
than from Orenburgh, through the country of the warlike and independent Kirghees. 
_ 2. The commerce of Manguthlak is moft confiderable: the neighbouring Tartars bring 
to this place the productions of their own country, and even of Bucharia, fuch as cote 
ton, yarn, and {tuffs, furs and kins, and rhubarb jj. 


* See, in Gmelin, vol. iii. p. g1 é: a fift of the manufaSures cf Chilan. 

+ For an account of the filk of Ghilan, fee Gunclin, vol. iti. p. giz. Hanway, vol. ii. p-16. S.R, 
G.V_I. p. 515. 
¥ Gmelin, vol. iii, p. 414, § Gmelin, vol. iii. p. 45g. I} Guldenftaedt, p. 265-267. 
: The 
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‘The principal commodities exported from Aftracan to the ports of the Cafpian fea, 
are cloths, chiefly Englifh, Dutch, French, and Silefian; vitriol, foap, alum, fugar, 
Ruffian leather, needles, and cotton ftuffs, coarfe linen manufactured in Roffia, velvets, 
glafs ware, and looking-glafles, writing paper, a few furs and fkins,. a {mall quantity of 
tea, provifions, chiefly corn and butter, wine, brandy, wooden furniture, fea-hor{e 
teeth; alfo iron, brafs, tin, lead, hardware, watches, &c. &c. In 14775, the value of 
the cloths exported amounted to 52,600l.; the cochineal to 45,6001. ; and the indigo 
to 7,0co. Imports: Raw and manufaétured filks, but chiefly the former, from the 
provinces of Shirvan and Ghilan ; which article, in 1775, amounted to 43,8001. Bu- 
rian lamb-fkins, rice, dried fruit, fpices and drugs, coffee, wine, faffron, falt, ful- 


ch 
phur, and naphtha. ‘he Indians and merchants of Khiva bring occafionally to Aftra- 
can gold and filver in bars, gold-duft, precious ftones, and pearls. 

The trade of the Ca‘pian fea had confiderably declined before the acceffion of the late 
E-mpreis : by the abolition of monopolies, and by cther ufeful regulations, it has lately in- 
created tofuch a degree, that within the fpace of fifteen years the average fum of the 
exports and imports has been nearly tripled : 





Total exports 
and imports, 


Exports 36,1001. 





1760. ati 42,100 » oe 78,2001. 
Balance againft Ruffia - 6,000 





Exports 87,7001, 
ia eee ore 2% . 151,400 





Balance in favour of Ruffia 24,000 





one 
Exports 125,400l, 


1775+ are 64,120 x > 189,520 





Balance in favour of Ruffia 61,280 
Traffic with Georgia and the natives of Caucafus + 10,000 
Total in 1775. - . . 199,520 





‘The contraband trade is not included in this calculation *2 


Commerce with the Bucharians and Chinefe. 


Under the commerce with the Bucharians+ I comprize that with the Calmucs, and 
other Tartar nations beyond the frontiers of Siberia; becaufe it is of fuch little impor- 
tance as fearcely to deferve a feparate article. 


* Te reader who withes to trace the rife, progrefs, and prefent ftate of the commerce on the Cafpian 
fea, muit confult and compare Hackluyt’s ColleGion of Voyages, vol. i. p. 324 to 4313 Hanway’s Britih 
Trade of the Cafpian Sea; Cooke’s Travels; S$. R. G. vii. 103546; Gmelin’s Reife, vol. iii.; and 
Guldenftaedt’s ‘Treatife mentioned above. 

+ Having before mentioned the commerce with the Bucharians upon the Eaitern coafts of the Cafpian, 
it is needlefs to enter upon any further detail of it in this place. 
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‘The Bucharians, who inhabit the fouth-weltern part of Independent Tartary, are a 
commercial people; their caravans travel through the whole continent of Afia*, and 
trafic with Rufha, Thibet, China, India, and Perfia. Ruffia contains feveral colonies 
ot Bucharians, who are fettled in many large towns of the fouthern provinces, and main- 
tain a conftant communication with the merchants of their own country. ‘Their prin- 
cipal marts are Tomfk, Kiada, and Orenburgh, which is the moft confiderable, and 
chiefly trades with Kafkar, Tafhkent, and Khiva +. Their caravans are expofed to 
piace from the Kirghecs Tartars, through whofe country they are obliged to pafs. 
‘The.r imports are gold and filver, chiefly in Perfian coins and Indian rupees, gold-duit {, 
"precious {tones, particularly rubies, lapis lazuli, fpun and raw cotton, cotton ftuffs in 
great abundance, both Indian and Bucharian, haif-Glks, unprepared nitre, native fal- 
amm«niac, lamb-fkins, raw filk in {mall quantities, and rhubarb, large droves of fheep 
and horfes§. Exports: Cioth, Ruffian leather, beads and trinkets, hardware, indigo, 
cochineal, &c. 

The Chinefe trade is by far the moft important part of its Afiatic commerce, and is 
now carried on at Kiaéta, fituated upon the frontiers of the Chinefe and Ruffian empires. 
But having in a former publication || given a circumftantial account of this commerce, 
it will be fufficient to obferve, that in 1777, the total fum of importation and expor- 
tation, as entered at the cuftom-houfe, amounted to 573,6661.; but if we include the 
contraband trade, which is very confiderable, and make an allowance for the deficiencies 
of the above-mentioned year, which was not fo favourable as the preceding, we may 
fairly eftimate the grofs amount of the average trade to China, in exports and imports, 
at near 800,000. fterling. 


Cuav. XXVII.—On the Commerce of the Black Sea—Havens.—-Exports and Imports.— 
Ports and Territory ceded by the Turks toRuffia.—Zaporogian Coffacs.—Productions of the 
Southern Provinces. —Navigation of the Don and Dnieper —Aitempts of the Ruffians to 
profecute the Commerce through the Dardanelles to the Mi editerranean.——Precarious State 
of that Trade. 


PETER the Great firft attempted to open a commerce through the Euxine, and to 
export, by that channel, the produétions of Southern Ruflia. By his victories over 
the Turks, the poffeffion of Azof, and the conftruétion of Taganroc, he feemed on 
the eve of realizing this favourite projet; but all_his vaft {chemes were baffled by the 
anfuccefsful campaign of i711, which terminated in the peace of Pruth: a peace pur- 
chafed by the ceflion of Azof and Taganroc, and by relinquifhing the commerce of 
the Euxine. Since that period the Turks have jealoufly excluded the Ruffians from all 
{hare in the navigation of their feas, until Catherine finifhed a fuccefsful war againft the 
Porte by the glorious peace of 1774. By this peace Ruffia obtained a free navigation 


*.5. R.G. vil. p. 7- + Rytfkof Orenb. Top. vol. i. p. 263. 
£ This gold-dult is found in the fand of the rivers of Bucharia. This was the principal inducement to 
the firft expeditions of the Englifh merchants over the Cafpian into Bucharia, which are related in Hack- 
luyt’s Colleétion Peter the Great fent feveral Ruffian merchants into the country for the fame purpofe. 
See S R.G iv. p. 183, &e. Rytkof, vol i. p. 263. Roffia Muftrata, vol. ii. p. 141. 
§ Pallas Reife, vol. i. p. 2325 &c- "The fheep and horfes are brought for fale by the Kighees Tartars. 
Pallas fays, that above fixty thoufand fheep, and tea thoufand horfes, are yearly fold at Orenburgh, 
234. 
F Ilse an account of the tranfactions and commerce between Roflia and China, in Ruffian Difcoveries, 
Book iii. chap. ii.—v- 
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in all theTurkith feas, a right of paffing through the Dardanelles, all the commercial 
immunities granted to the moft favoured nations in amity with the Porte, the towns of 
Azof and Taganroc, the three fortrefles of Kinburn, Kertfh, and Yenikalé, and a 
large diftrié between the Bog and the Dnieper. 

Many. fpeculations have been made concerning the extent and value of the traflic 
which Ruflia is likely to eftablifh in the Black Sea, and the revolution which it may 
effeét in the commerce of Europe, by transferring part of the Baltic trade to the ports of 
the Mediterranean. In confequence of this change, it is afferted, the fouthern pro- 
vinces will find a vent for their fuperfluous produétions; the Ruffian veffels will open a 
profitable trade with Crim Tartary, with the Auftrian provinces at Kilia-Nova, with the 
"Turks at Conftantinople, and with the Greeks in the Levant. 4% n of Siberia, ° 
te corn, hemp, and flax of the Ukraine, and the contiguous provinces, will be fent 
from the havens of the Black Sea, through the Dardanelles, to fupply the ports of the 
Mediterranean ; and thus France and Spain will be furnifhed with naval ftores by a 
cheaper and more expeditious navigation than through the Baltic and the Northern 
Ocean, Asthe completion of this great and extenfive project can only be the work of 
time, and depends on a variety of contingencies, we cannot pretend to form any abfolute 
decifion on the probability of its failure or fuccefs; but a confiderable light may be 
thrown on this intricate fubje€&t by an attention to the following objects of inquiry *. 

I. The traffic on the Turkith Seas before the peace, with an account of their havens 
and exports. II. The ports and territory ceded to Ruffia, and the new towns con- 
{tru€ted by the Emprefs. III. The produGions of the fouthern provinces, and the na- 
vigation of the Don and Dnieper. IV. The progrefs hitherto made by the Ruffians to 
e(tablith an intercourle between the Black Sea, through the Dardanelles, with the ports 
of the Mediterranean. 

1. The traffic on the Turkith Seas before the peace of 1774, was chiefly carried on by 
the Greeks, Armenians, and Turks; and the Ruffians poffeffed no port, either on the 
Sea of Azof or the Euxine ; Tcherkafk, capital of the Don Coffacs, was the place where 
the productions of this empire and ‘T urkey were reciprocally exchanged. ‘The Greek 
and Armenian merchants failed to ‘Taganroc, where they performed quarantine, and then 
proceeded with their merchandize to lcherkafk ; having firft paid the duty at Temernik, 
a fall village on the Don, now the fortrefs of St. Dmitri. ‘Ucherkafk was alfo the 
emporium of an inland commerce with the merchants of Kuban and Crim Tartary. 
The imports were chiefly Greek wines, raifins, dried figs, almonds, oil, rice, faffron, 
painted linens and cottons; the exports, hides and leather, coarfe linen, hard-ware, 
and caviaret, &c. The Greek and Armenian merchants, in returning to Conftanti- 
nople, fupplied the ports of the Sea of Azof and the Euxine with Ruffian and European 
commodities. 

In order to form a general idea of the traffic in the Turkifh Seas, we muft take a 
curfory view of their havens, imports and exports. 

Among the harbours 0 the Black Sea reforted to by the Greek and Armenian mer- 
chants, the moft frequented were thofe of Crim Tartary, now called Taurida; namely, 
Yenikalé, one of the fortreffes lately ceded to Ruffia, Balaklava, Koflof, and Caffa, 
now Theodofia, which merits a particular defcription. Caffa and the whole peninfula, 
which were before under the dominion of a khan, who was a vaflal to the Turks, were, 






* In this enquiry I have principally followed Guldenftacdt’s Effay Von der Hafen am Azow!chen 
Schwartzen and Weiflen Meere in Journ. St Pet for 1776. 
+ See Tarif of the Imported and Exported Wares. Buf. Hia. Mag. xi. p. 373. 
I by 
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by an article in the late peace, declared independent, and fubjeét toa khan, eleCted by 
the natives, though confirmed both by the Emprefs and Grand-Signor.. It was the capi- 
tal of the Crimea; and the Tartars difinguithed it by the name of Half. Conftantino- 
ple*. The bay is capable of containing feveral hundred merchant fhips; and the inha- 
bitants are the richeft, and drive the moft extenfive trade in the Black Sea. The pro- 
cudtions of Crim Tartary, exported from Caffa and the other havens of the peninfula; 
confift chicfly in corp, wine, wool, fine black and grey lamb-fkins, and falt. The im- 
ports are fine and coarfe linens, printed cottons, nankeen, Rufian leather, fine cloths, 
velvets, laffeties, furs, ropes, paper, falted fifh, and caviare, tobacco leaves, copper 
and tin, hard-ware, gold and filver thread, beads and corals, earthen wares, a coarfe 
“fort of porcelain, and glafs-ware +. &c. &c. . 
The port of Taman lies oppofite to Yenikalé, at the extremity of the ftraits of 
Caffa, on a fmall ifland in the mouth of a river Kuban: it was fubje@ to the Khan of 
Crim Tartary, and traffics with the Circaffians from Mount Caucafus, the Coflacs dwel- 
ling near the rivers which fall into the Kuban, and the Yartass inhabiting the defert be- 
tween the Kuban and the Don. The exports are honey, wax, falt, wool, fox. fkins, 
martens, fheep, &c.; the imports nearly fimilar to thofe at Caffa. 
The ports of the Eaftern and Southern coafts of the Black Sea are fituated in the 
Turkifh provinces of Mingrelia, Georgia, and Anatolia: the principal are, 4. Poti, 
where the merchants of Georgia refort; 2. Trebizond; 3. Cherfon, which is diftant 
only fixty miles from Tokat, at which town the caravans from Perfia aflemble and fe- 
parate, in order to proceed by different routes to Smyrna and Conftantinople. Sinope, 
the neareft port upon the Black Sea to Angora, is the only place hitherto known that 
fupplies the fine goats-hair, generally called camels-hair, from which the beft camlets 
are manufactured, that equal if not furpafs thofe of Bruffels. The hair fpun into yarn, 
is chiefly purchafed at Tokat by the merchants of the caravans in their way to Smyrna, 
from which port Europe is moftly fupplied with this commodity. ‘The Greek and Ar- 
menian merchants draw from thefe parts honey, wax, fox-fkins, martens, and fheep, 
yaw and manufactured filk, both Perfian and Turkith, cotton, callicoes, rice, faffron, 
dried fruit, &c. They are fupplied in return with Ruffian and other European produc« 
tions. 4, Tios or Tilios, where the Turks have a dock for repairing fhips, and at 
-which place fails, cordage, anchors, and other naval ftores, are advantageoully dif- 
ofed of. : ~ 
. The ports on the Weftern fhore of the Black Sea, befide Kinburn, are Varna in 
Bulgaria, which is diftant about one hundred miles from Adrianople; Kilia-Nova, at 
the mouth of the Danube in Wallachia; and Akkermen, onthe mouth of the Dnief- 
ter, in Beffarabia, fixty miles from Bender. ‘Thefe ports furnith wool, dried fruits, 
Hungarian and Moldavian wines, buffalo fkins, &c. The traffic to Varna and Akker- 
men might be confiderably increafed by forming a more regular communication jwith 
Adrianople and Bender; and that of Kilia-Nova might be rendered highly important, 
by vending the produétions of Auftria and Hungary, if the navigation of the Danube 
was not obftructed by the jealoufy of the Turks. The imports confift in Evropean 
and Ruffian productions, for the moft part fimilar to thofe of Caffa. 






* Nennen folche di Tartary nur Farim Stumbul. Kleeman’s Reife von Wien nach Conflantinopel. * See 
a curious account of Caffa, in that work, he author obferved there feveral ruins of the buildings which 
the Genoefe canftru€ted when Caffa was in their poffeffion, particularly the remains of the ancient citadel, 
of churches, of angels and faints grofsly carved on flone, aud feveral Latin infcriptions, p. 168, &c. He 
defcribes Crim Tartary as a very fruitful country. 
+ Guldenftaedt, p. s2—14. 
Conftan- 
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Conftantinople and Gallipoli are the principal havens in the fea of Marmora. ‘The 
Ruffian imports are furs and fkins, . leather, faikcloth, cordage, anchors, tar and pitch, 
fteel and iron, falt fh, caviare, butter, fea-horfe teeth, wax, tea, mutfk, caftor-oil, co- 
lours, paper, coarfe cloth, linen, and corn: the exports to Ruffia are raw and manu- 
fadured filk and cotton, muflins, rich Turkith {tufls, and carpets, wocl and Angora. 
goats-hair, Grecian wines, oil, all kinds of European and Afiatic fruit, lemons and 
oranges, tobacco and fnuffs, fpices, faffron, opium, and other fpecies of drugs, pearis 
and precious ftones, gold and filver*, &c. : 

IL. The ports and territory ceded to Ruffia, and the new towns fince conftructed by 
the Emprefs. The ceded places are, 1. The dittri& cn the Sea of Azof; 2. Kertfen 
and Yenikalé, in ‘Crim Tartary; 3. The fortrefs of Kinburn; 4. ‘The territory be- 
tween the Dnieper and the Bog. : 

1, ‘The diftri&t bordering on the Sea of Azof comprifes, befide a large tra® of ter. 
ritory to the eaft and welt of Azof, the fortreffes of Azof, ‘Taganroc, and Petruffk. 
Azof is no longer of the fame importance as it was in the reign of Peter the Great ; 
the branch of the Don, on which it ftands, being now fo choaked with fand as fcarcely to 
admit the fmatleft veflels. The merchandife therefore is ufually depofited at ‘Paganroe 
or Petrofik; and the frigates and merchant-fhips, which were formerly coa(truéted at 
Azof, are now built cither at St. Dimitri or Roftof, and pafs down the Don into the Sea 
of Azof through ancther branch of that river, As the harbour of Taganroc. contains 
upon an average, only feven feet of water, the veffels muft draw no more than five or 
fix feet; the town has been rendered commodious by the conftruétion of feveral ware. 
houfes and other buildings during the late war; and is efteemed for the falubrity of 
the air. he fortrefs of Petroffk, which ftands athe mouth of the Broda, and com~ 
mands the Turkith frontiers, was alfo ereéted during the late war. It is advantageoully 
fituated, as forming a direét communication with the havens of Crim Tartary, and 
might eafily be rendered more fecure than that of Taganroc, from the fuperior depth 
of water. By the poffeffion of thefe fortreffes, the navigation of the Sea of Azof is 
perfectly fecured. The frontiers of this ceded territory, to the weft of that fea, are 
guarded by a chain of fmall forts, extending from Petrofik to the Dnieper. 

2. The fortreflés of Kertfch and Yenikalé, fituated on the eaftern coafts of Crim 
Tartary, and near the northern entrance of the ftraits of Caffa, are of the greatelt 
importance, by commanding the paflage which forms the communication between the 
Sea of Azof and the Euxine. : 

3. Kinburn is the only:port poffefed by the Ruffians on the coaits of the Black Sea; 
it ftands clofe to the frontiers, at the mouth of the Dnieper, oppofite the ‘furkith for- 
trefs Otchakof, which being a place of fuperior ftrength, muti, while ir continues in 
the hands of the Turks, ob{trué, in cafe of a rupture, the navigation of the Dnieper. 
Kinburn was intended for the principal repofitory of the merchandize fent from the 
provinces bordering on the Dnieper; but as the harbour, on account of its quick fand,. 
affords no fecurity for anchorage, the new town of Kherfon is at prefent the great em- 
porium of this trade. 

4+, The poffeffion of the territory between the Bog and the Dnieper opens a fecure 
communication between the Black Sea, and thofe rich and extenfive provinces watered 
by the Dnieper. This important territory, fo effential to the exiftence of the new 
commerce, was chiefly inhabited by hordes of roving Tartars 3_and by the Zaperogian, 
Coffacs, who by their piracies rendered the navigation of the Dnieper extreinely hazars 


* Guldenftaedt, p. 21~25- 
4 dcus 


888 COxE’s TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 


dous. The origin of thefe Coffacs is thus traced by the Ruffian hiftorians. In the 
beginning of the rs5th century, a tribe of the Cofacs, of the Ukraine, who inhabited 
the territory between the Bog and the Dnieper, were known under the denomination 
of Zaporogian*, from the fituation of their fetcha f, or principal fettlement near the 
cataracts of the Dnieper. 

"This fetcha was a fortrefs furrounded with a wooden wall, and at firft merely intended 
asa place of affembly, to deliberate on the method of carrying on*their cuftomary 
depredations, or for the purpofe of electing a chief. By degrees it was filled with ha- 
bitations, and afterwards appropriated to a feparate community of perfons; who de- 
voted themfelves folely to arms, and totally excluded all women from the precinct of 
their military refidence. The inhabitants were divided into claffes; each of which 
elected its refpective leader, and were all under the jurifdiGtion of a hetman or fupreme 
chief, chofen by the whole fociety. 

Thefe Zaporogian Coffacs became fo diftinguifhed for their bravery and {kill in deful- 
tory war, that perfons flocked from diftant regions to this fociety of warriors. The 
inhabitants of the fetcha were not obliged to continue in it for any fettled term ; being 
only bound, while they remained, to conform themfelves to the regulations and difci- 
pline of thejr affociates ; thofe who were difpofed to marry, quitted the fetcha, but were 
permitted to fettle in the neighbouring diftriét, with the privilege of re-admiffion, pro- 
vided they were not attended. with the’ wives and families, whom they were allowed 
occafionally to vifit. The Zaporogians increafed their numbers by affording an afylum 
to deferters t, and by forcing and enticing youths and children from the Ukraine and 
Poland, whom they trained to a military life, and admitted into their community. 
The place of their refidence was oceafionally varied ; when their numbers increafed, or 
when the hordes wandered at a confiderable diftance from each other, different parties 
ereéted and occupied diftin@ fetchas. ‘The firft fetcha of this extraordinary fociety 
feems to have been fituated on an ifland of the Dnieper below the cataracts; the laft 
which they inhabited, at the abolition of their government, and which at that period 

_was the only one they pofleffed, ftood near the rivulet Bufulak, at the point where it 
falls into the Dnieper, in the government of Kiof §. 

‘The members of this community being collected from various nations, and from the 
nature of their conttitution perpetually changing, their number could never be exadtly 
afcertained: Manftein relates, that in the war in which he ferved againft the Turks, 
they brought eight thoufand horfe into the field, and on an emergency could have raifed. 
twelve thoufand or fifteen thoufand. They frequently performed incredible feats of 
valour in the campaigns of the Ruffians againft the Turks and ‘Tartars, nor were their 
fervices confined folely to land: by their fkill in navigating the Dnieper, they occafion- 
ally defended the mouth of that river, and attacked with fuccefs the armed veffels on the 
contiguous coafts of the Black Sea. But while they were thus terrible to their enemies, 
they were fearcely lefs formidable to their allies. Nominally dependant on the hetman 
of the Ukraine, they were clafled among the fubjects of the Ruffian empire; but the 
peculiarity of their manners, their feparation from all other fociety, their popular form 
of government, together with their warlike difpofition, rendered them a barbarous and 


* Porogi fignifies cataracts. 
+ Setcha means any place furrounded with a wall, or fortification, feparated from the neighbouring dif- 
tri S.R.G. iv. p. 414. 
+ § R.G. iv. p. 44t 
§ M Muller has accurately and circum Mantially deferibed the fetcha of the Zaporogian Coffacs, from 
which account I have feleéted this fhort extract. 8. R.G. iv. p. 411-4726 
unruly 
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unruly banditti. Accuftomed to live by rapine and devaftation, they pillaged:the Ruf. 
fian merchants who paffed through their country, and interrupted-the navigation of the 
Dnieper by continual piracies *, paces 

Soon after. the conclufion of the Turkifh war in 1774, the Ruffian government feized 
# favourabie opportunity to deftroy their fetcha, and difperfe the inhabitants. General 
Belmain marched from the Turkith frontiers at the head of twelve thoufand regulars, 
and encamped about eighteen verfts from the fetcha 3 taking bis departure before mid. 
night, he made a forced march, and furrounding it at four in the morning, compelled 
the inhabitants to farrender. He found forty-fix piéces of cannon, and a jarge quantity 
of fmall arms and ammunition, By this falutary aét of power, Ruffia has fecured the 
merchants from the dread of perpetual depredations, and put an end to the fyftcm of 

iracy. - 
: NL. The Ruffian countries which are moft intere%ed in this commerce, are thofe con- 
tiguous to the Dnieper and Don: or the provinces of Smolentko, Mohilef, Ukraine, 
New -Ruflia, Bielgorod, Voronetz, Ukraina-Slobodfkaia, and Azof; a large trad of 
territory which furnifhes in great abundance every {pecies of grain, hemp, flax, hides, 
mafts, planks, honey, wax, tobacco, &c. mn , 

Tn thefe ceded diftriéts the Emprefs has already raifed fevetal new towns; the principal 
are Kherfon, Catharinenflaf, and Marianopoli, 

Kherfon +, fituated on the Dnieper, about ten miles below the mouth of Ingulec, is 
chiefly built with hewn ftone. It is intended to be the principal mart for all the com- 
modities of export and import ; but if an extenfive trade fhould take place in this quar- 
ter, the great depofitory for the merchandize will be more conveniently fixed on fome 
Spot below the bar of the Dnieper, and twelve mites fouth of Kherfon. It contains a 
dock { for the conftrudtion of large veffels, from which feveral men of war and frigates, 
as well as merchant fhips, have been already launched. _Catharinenflaf, or the Glory 
of Catharine, is built near the fpot where the fmall river Kiltzin falls into the Samara, 
and is appointed to be the capital of the government of Azof; it is colonized by many 
Greeks and Armenians from Crim Tartary, and by others who ferved in the late war 
againit the Turks. Another town, called Marianopoli, has been alfo raifed on the bor- 
ders of the Sea of Azof, between the rivers Myusand Calmius. Thefe three towns, as 
well as the numerous villages which have fuddenly reared their heads in a country for. 
merly inhabited only by lawlefs banditti, or traverfed by roving hordes, are filled with 
Ruflians, with Tartars reclaimed from their wandering life, and with numerous colonifts, 
particularly Greeks and Armenians, who migrated from the adjacent provinces of the 
‘Turkith empire. 

The navigation of the Don and the Dnieper, which form the communication between, 
thofe provinces and the Turkith Seas, remains to be confidered. 

The Don § takes its rife from the fmall lake of St. John, near Tula, in the govern. 
ment of Mofcow, and paffing through part of the province of Voronetz, a {mall portion 
of the Ukraina-Slobodfkaia, and the whole province of Azof, divides itfelf near Tcher. 


* The boats of thefe Zaporogian Coffacs were rowed by fifty or fixty men, had no fail, and generally 
eariied two fmall cannon. S. R. G. ix, p.5- 

+ Kherfon is celebrated as the place where the Emprefs Catharine principally refided during her memv- 
rable journey to the Crimea, when fhe took poffeffion of the provinces conquered from ‘Firkey, and where 
fhe was vifited by the Emperor Jofeph II. 

} A new town, Nicolaiof, now the principal dock, was built by Potemkin, on the confluence of the 
Ingul and the Bog. . 

§ S.R.G, ix. po rg, x2. 


VOL. VI. , 5x kafk 


tgs Coxe’s TRAVELS PY RUSEIA. 


katk into three ftreams, and falls into the Sea of Azof. - The-river has fo many wind. 
ings, and abounds with fuch numerous fhoals andiand-banks, as to be.fcarcely navigable 
excepting in the fpring, on the melting of the fnows. The banks of the Don, and of 
the rivulets which fall into it, are clothed with large tra€ts of foreft, whofe timber is 
floated down the ftream to St. Dmitri and Roftof, where the frigates for the Sea of 
Azof are chiefly conftruéted. ‘The navigation of the Don may hereafter be rendered 
highly valuable, by conveying to the Black Sea the iron of Siberia, the Chinefe goods, 
and the Perfian merchandize, which latter commodities, as well as the products of In- 
dia, formerly found their way into Europe through this fame channel *. 

Since the acquifition of Ruffian Lithuania, the ceflion of the diftri@ between the Don 
and the Dnieper, and the difperfion of the Zaporogian Coffacs, the Dnieper, from its 
fource to its mouth, now flows through the Ruffian dominions ; and through this whole 
courfe, of above eight hundred miles, the navigation is only once interrupted by a feries 
of cataracts t, which begin below the mouth of the Samara, and continue for a {pace of 

forty miles. They are not, however, fo dangerous as they have been reprefented, for 
they may be paffed in fpring, without much hazard, even by loaded.barks. _ In other 
parts of the year the goods are landed at Kementk, oppofite the mouth of the Samara, 
and tranfported forty milé¥ by land to Kitchkafe, about fix miles from the fortrefs of 
Alexandrovik, where they are again embarked, and defcend the ftream without inter. 
ruption, to Kherfon {. If the trade fhould increafe, the cataracts might, at a confider- 
able expence, be rendered navigable at all feafons of the year. ? 

1V. The progrefs hitherto made by the Ruffians to eftablith an intercourfe between 
the ports of the Black Sea and thofe of the Mediterranean. . 

To encourage her fubjects to engage in this branch of traffic, the Emprefs has leffened 
the duties of import and export §, and contributed towards forming a Ruffian houfe, or 
company trading to the Black Sea.” Soon after the peace of 1774, four merchant-thips 
failed from Peterfburgh, and not, as might have been expected, from the ports of the 
Black Sea: they were laden with iron, flax, hemp, hides, fail-cloth, and coarfe linen, at 
the fole expence of the Emprefs, who granted to the company all the profits arifing 

. from the fale of the cargoes. This plan, however, was not attended with the fuccefs it 
feemed to promife; and the failure arofe from the jealoufy of the Turks. The thips 
were, under fpecious pretences, prevented from pafling the Dardanelles ; the cargoes 
were fold in the Levant and the Mediterranean, and they returned to the Baltic without 
effeGing the main object of the voyage. Before the Ruffians could make.any further 
attempts to open this channel of commerce, diflentions took place between the Emprefs 
and the Porte, concerning the independence of the Crimea, and the free eleCtion of a 
khan, which threatened an immediate war, and fufpended all commercial exertions in 
regard to the Black Sea, until a new pacification was concluded on the 21{t of March 
1779. 

La that period, beGide feveral Greek veffels, which failed from the Sea of Azof 
and the Euxine, under }:uffian colours, and were allowed to pafs the Dardanelles, a 
Ruffian fhip, manned with feamen inthe fervice of gevernment, and laden with falted 
beef, took its departure, in 1780, from Kherfon to the port of Toulon; and foon after- 


* "The iron of Siberia, and the merchandize of China, are fometimes fent by an inland navigation to the 
Volga; the Pe fifi commodities afe conveyed acrofs the Cafpian to the fame river; from thence they. 
might be tranfported by a land carriage of only forty miles to the Don. ‘ 

+ Muller has defcribed thefe cataraais S R.G iv. p. qui. 

+ Muller. S.R G ix. p. 16.3 and Gludenftaedt. 

& See a lift of the duties of export and import, in Buf. Hik. Mag: xi. p. 373- 
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wards five others, freighted-with iron, made fuccefsful voyages to the Archipelago; atfo 
‘four fmall veflels, and a-fifth. of tons juft Jaunched, laden with hemp and 
tobacco, were expected to fail from Kherfon for France, in November 1781: 
Such, in.178r, was the infant-flate of that commerce, which fome authors have de- 
{cribed:as capable of producing an immediate revolution in the trade of Europe*: and 
in this,:or ina flill more flu€tuating ttate, it will probably continue, as long as the Turks 
retain the dominion of their own feas. For that jealous people wil! cither openly oppofe, 
or clandeftinely obftrué, the progrefs of the Ruffians, and will never readily give a free 
paflage through the Dardaneiles to a powerful rival, though they confented to it in the 
humiliating peace of 1774. Perhaps thefe claims, urged on one fide, and evaded on 
the other, will engender perpetual diffentions, and will not be finaliy terminated but by 
a feries of obftinate and bloody wars. Meanwhile the trade cannot for a confiderable 
period be extenfive, which depends on fuch cafual circumftances as the coalition and 
rupture of rival and neighbouring powers. 
The courfe of fubfequent events can alone difcover, whether the pacifi¢ation, figned 
on the gth of January 1784, will be more permanent than former treaties, or whether 
the fame caufes will not continue to produce the fame effeéts.* In a word, the Ruffian 
commerce in thofe parts can fearcely be eftablifhed on a firm bafis, until the Emprefs 
acquires a:fleet in the Black Sea fuperior to:that of her rival. Perhaps the completion 
of this great obje€t_ may be effected by the acquifition of Crim Tartary {and the Ku- 
ban, rendered bighly valuable by an additional extent of fea-coaft, and the important 
harbour of Actiar or Sebaftopol. ; 






® Many perfons are of opinion, that the obftacles to the rifing-commerce of the Black Sea are by no 
means injurious ¢o.the interefts.of Ruffia. For her commodities and produétions being asticles of neceflity, 
not of luxury, no facility given to their exportation could add to their general confumption ; and the in- 
creafe of exportation from the Black Sea would diminith that from St. Peterfburgh, and the other porte of 
the Baltic nearly in the fame proportion. By-the facility and cheapnefs of Jand-carriage, and the improve- 
ments of inland navigation, the produ@ions of the remotelt provinces are readily fent to the ports of the 
Baltic, without raifing the price too high. And as the goods which Ruffia praduces are either peculiar to 
this empire, or fuch as other nations muft purchafe, they cannot pafs through too many hands before they 
areexported, ‘T'o diminith, therefore, by facilitating their exportation, the price of fuch goods which the 
already fells cheaper than other nations, would be to incur a manifeft lofs, and to gratify the foreign trader 
at her own expence. : 

+ The Crimea, which had long been an obje& of Ruffian ambition, was fecured by the intrigues and 
arms-of Catharine. ‘ 

The requifition of Azof, Taganroc, the diftri& between the Don and the Dnieper; and the forts of 
Kimburn, Kerth, and Yenikalé, wag the prelude to the conqueft of that peninfula. Catharine availed her- 
felf of the article in the peace of Kaimagdi, which flipulated that the Khan fhould be confirmed by Ruffia 
as well as the Porte. By intrigues and money, Potemkin obtaived the election of Sehim Gerai, a prince of 
the blocd royal, formerly ambaflador from the Khan to St. Peterfburgh, who was gained over to the interefts 
of Ruffia. 

In confequence of his fubferviency to Ruffia, he was oppofed by the Porte, and a large body of his fub- 
jects in the Turkifh intereft, and commotions enfued. The Emprefs kaving appointed the Khan captain of 
the guards, fent an army to proteét him, as her officer, againit the rebels. Notwith{tanding the public re- 
monftrances and fecret oppofition of the Porte, the Khan was no fooner fecured in his dignity, than he was 
induced to abdicate ; but repenting of this aét, he endeavoured to efcape, and put himieif at the head of 
hie fubje&ts, who were diffatisfied with the Ruffians, and offered to fupport him as their fovereign. His 
intentions being difcovered, he was fent to Tamer, from thence to Kiof, and finally to Voronetz, where he 
réceived a temporary penfion from the Emprefs. Irritated by repeated degradations, he efcaped. into 
Moldavia, where he was feized by emiffaries from the Porte, transferred to the Ifle of Rhodes, and 
ftrangled. ‘ : 

Gaherine having gained the concurrence of Jofeph the Second, and made the moft formidable prepara- 
tions both by land and fea, the Porte was awed, and refigned the fovereignty of the Crimea to Buffia. 
The peninfula ‘was modelled into a new government under the name of Taurida, and the principal towns 

“532 received 
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Crap, XXVINI— Mines of Ruffiaa—Gold and Silver.—Copper and Iron. Average 
Profits which Government draws from the Mines, Foundries, and Duties. an 
THE mines of the Ruffian empire may be divided into thofe which belong to the 
crown; and thofe which are the property of individuals. “The former comprize all the 
gold and filver, and a few copper and iron works : / 2s 
1. The moit ancient gold mine in the Ruffian empire is that of Voetfk, near Olonetz, 
between the lake Onega and the White Sea, Its chief produce is a violet pyritical cop- 
per ore, mixed with quartz, and containing rich pieces of gold, but not in fufficient 
quantity to defray the charges. From 1744 to 1676, the mine yielded only fifty-feven 
pounds of gold, and about nine thoufand pood * of copper, and as the expences amounted: 
to 16,000]. more than the profits, it was neglected until 1772, when it was again work-< 
ed. Since that time it has furnifhed annually two hundred and fifty poods of copper, 
and two or three pounds,of gold-duft, which is wathed from the miné; befides acci-. 
dental pieces that have been fent to Peterfburgh as {pecimens, which may amount to five’ 
or fix pounds more... . ; ce 
2. The next gold mines difcovered in the empire were thofe near Catharinenburgh : * 
the ore is very martial, commonly of a cubic form in a quartz matrix; and the gold is: 
extracted by wafhing. The annual produce of pure gold never exceeded two hundred’. 
pounds, and was commonly much lefs: in 1772, it was only one hundred and one 
ounds, ; ; 
‘ 3. The moft important filver mines are thofe of Kolyvan, between the rivers Oby 
and Irtifh, near the mountains which feparate Siberia from the Chinefe empire, or rather 
from the territory of the Calmucs dependent on the Chinefe. ‘hefe mines, difcovered. 
in 1728, by Akinfi Nikitich Demidot, were for fome years worked for his own private 
emolument, as copper mines. . It is fufpe@ted, that he privately extra€ted the nobler 
metals, but prudently concealed the fecret until 1744, when he made the difcovery to. 
the Emprefs Elizabeth, who appropriated them to the crown }t.. ‘Thefe mines, fituated 
near Vofkrefenfk, in the Smeyetkaia Gora, or Mountain of Serpents, are known by the’ 
general appellation of Kolyvan, from a village on the rivulet Bielaia, in the diftri& of’ 
VKufnetz, where the ore was formerly fmelted. But as the adjacent country is fcantily 
provided with wood, new foundries have been conftruéted at Barnaul, Novopaulofsk, ° 
and Sufuntk, to the north eaft of Kolyvan, in a diftri& abounding with trees {. ee 
Thefe mines, which may juftly be ftyled the Potofi of the Ruffians produced annu- 
ally, between 1749 and 1762, from eight thoufand to fixteen thoufand pounds of filver; 
between 1763 and 1769, from twenty thoufand to 32 thoufand; and fince that period : 
to 1778, from forty thoufand to forty-eight thoufand. The filver contains upwards of | 





received their antient’ Greek appellations: Caffa was called Theodofia; Koilof, Apotoria ; and AGiar, 
Sebaftopol. i See! SL oe, : : f . 
But this humiliating condu& on the fide of the Porte, did not prevent further demands from the court of 
St. Peterfburgh, which terminated in a rupture ; and the Turks were happy to purchafe a peace in 1791, 7 
by ceding the important fertrefs and diftrict of Otchakof, by which the Duiefler is now the boundary of 
the Ruffian empire. * . : : 
* A pood = 4o Ruffian or 36 Englith pounds. The pound vfed ia this chapter is the Ruffian, which is 
to the Englifh as 9 to 10: : ; eae pony = 
+ Pallas Reife, part ii, p. 582 -} Ibid. p. 579. 
20 ; 3 et three 
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three per cent: of gold; the feparation of which is made in the imperial’ laboratory at 
_Peterfburgh. _The whole produce extraéted from the mines amounted, in 1771, to 
four hundred thoufand pounds of filver, with twelve thoufand feven hundred and twenty 
of gold; and fince 1771 we may calculate the annual produce at above forty-four thou. 
fand of filver, and one thoufand two hundred of gold. 

The mines and founderies of Kolyvan.employ nearly forty thoufand colonifts 3 befides 
the peafants in rhe diftri@ts of Tomik and Kufnetz, who, in leu of paying’ the poll-taze; 
in money, cut wood, make charcoal, and tran{port the ore to the foundries, The ex. 
pences, which were formerly fupplied from the treafury, and. of courfe confiderably 
diminithed the profit, have, fince 1765, been annihilated, and the whole produce of thé 
mines in gold and filver, is clear profit. In the fame year a mint was eftablithed at the 
foundry of Sufuntk, for the coinage of the cépper fupplied from the mines of Kolyvan, 
the greater part of which had been hitherto of no ufe. Pieces of one, two, five, and ten 
copecs *, are ftruck and difperfed over Siberia. Of this currency, the amount of 
$00,000 roubles are annually coined, which is fufficient for reimburfing the poll-tax, 
paying the miners, tran{porting the ore, purchafing the lead which muit be broughe 
from Nerfhinfk, and defraying the expence of fending the gold and filver as far as To. 
bolfk. The filver fmelted in the foundries, is conveyed on large fledges twice a: 
year: the firft convoy fets off in the beginning of the winter, and reaches Peterfburgh 
a little after Chriftmas;. the fecond in the middle of -witters~and-arrives there towarty 
fpring. rae aa 


via, the fouth eafternmoft part of Siberia, between the rivers Shilka and Argoon, and 
are very numerous, Their produce to the year 1772 ist: ; 


Eee . Pounds of filver, 

From 1704.to 1721, Ss as Aon 45732 
a. 1721 to 1731, - ae 1,498 
"1731 to 1741, < * ue 15333 
1741 to i751, - - = 15,657 
1751 to 1763, - - > 43,631 
> 1761 to 1771, - - ~ 126,247 

In 1771, - = 16,733 ‘ 

In 17725 ~ = 16,200, which contained 200. 

: ———— pounds of gold, * 
226,031 : 


In 1767 they yielded feventeen thoufandfour hundred pounds; but the annual average: 
produce may be eftimated at fixteen thoufand. The filver contains, in forty thoufand, 
pounds, nearly five hundred of gold. The orés being generally rich in lead, and exe- 


tremely poor in filver, the latter is eafily extra@ed. Many million poods of lead remain 


od 


4. The filver mines of Nerfhintk, which were opened in 1704, are fituated in Daue. - 


ufelefs on the fpat, as only fourteen to eighteen thoufand are annually required for the: 


feparation of the filver from the copper at the foundries of Kolyvan ; the carriage into - 
the inner parts of the empire being too expenfive, and the export to China prohibited... 
The number of men employed in thefe mines and foundries are about one thoufand 
nine hundred. free colonifts, between one thoufand and one thoufand eight hundred 
convicts, and eleven thoufand Ruffian peafants of the diftriG of Nerfhinfk 5 fix thoufand. 


of the latter are employed in cutting and carrying wood, making and tran{porting char- . 


* A {mall coin nearly equal to ahalfpenny. - Tt Buf. Erd.—Bef. vol, i. p. 1326, 
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coal; while the ref, who live at fome diftance from the mines, cultivate a certa'n por- 
tion’ of ‘ground, and bring in winter the produce to the magazines’ ofsthe foundries. 
‘The annual expences may generally be rated at 14,8o0ol. 
5. Some mines yielding’ filver have been lately difcovered in the diftri& of Krafnoy- 
arfk near the Lena, between the rivers Yins and Yenifei. : 
The gold of Catharinenburgh is obtained atithe rate of 40 guineas per pound; and 


Yas when coined it produces 681. 5s. the profit is not very confiderable. The filver and 


gold from Kolyvan is procured without any expence, as I have before mentioned. A 
pound of filver from Nerfhinfkis faid to coit between 4 and 5 roubles; and asthe fame 
quantity of this metal, when coined, is equal to 22 roubles 75; copecs, the gold ex- 
traéted from’ this filver is obtained for 111, 8s. per pound. : 

-6. The crown poffeffes at prefent but very few copper and iron works. , 

The iron worksin the north part of the diftri& of Olonetz produce annually between 
eight and ten thoufand poods of caft iron for guns, bombs, and balls, and fifteen thou- 
fand of indifferent iron in bars and plates. hofe of the Uralian mountains employ 
above one thoufand feven hundred workmen, and twenty-fix thoufand eight hundred 
peafants ; and yielded, in 1772, four hundred and twenty-three thoufand nine hundred. 
and eighty-feven poods of iron in bars and plates, which were chiefly ufed for the army 
and navy, that of Kamenfk gave in the fame year ninety-three thoufand poods of iron, 
Whicn were 1urgea into guns, and eight thoufand one hundred and feventy-two into 
bars. —— 

Four copper foundries on the weft fide of the. Uralian jnountains, in the government ~- 
of Orenburgh, and three in Permia, produced, in 1772, only thirteen thoufand eight 
hundred and fixty-eight poods. At Catharinenburgh the crown has eftablifhed a mint 
for coining the copper procured from the imperial and private foundries, into that fpe- 
cies of money which is current throughout Ruffia, and is tranfported by waterto Mof- 
cow, Peterfburgh, and other parts. ; 

The greater part of the private mines and foundries, that fupply fuch an immenfe 

uantity of iron and copper, are moltly fituated in the Uralian mountains, and the hills 
Hiaseuig from them; a few in the government of Mofcow excepted, the produce of 
which is but fmall. 

The Uralian mountains contain one hundred and five foundries, fifty-fix for iron, 
thirty-feven for copper, and the remainder for both metals. The peafants, part of 
whom belong to the proprietors, and part to the crown, employed in the mines and 
foundries, amount to ninety-five thoufand. In 1772 * thefe works yielded one hun- 
dred and thirty thoufand one hundred and fixty-nine poods of copper, and four million 
five hundred and fifty-eight thoufand feven hundred and eighteen of calt iron. The 
duty paid to the crown from the private proprietors is 4 copecs, or nearly 2d. for every 
pood of caft iron, befide 5 copecs upon every pood for exportation. With refpeé to 
the copper, the proprietors are obliged to fell three quarters of the whole produce of 
the mines to the crown at Catharinenburgh, at the low rate of 11. 2s. per poodt. The 
remainder they either fell to the crown at the fame place, at il, 148. per pood; at 


Motcow, for 2l. 28; or at Peterfburgh, for 21. 4s. 


: = 

* We muft take this year as the average ftandard, as being previous to the rebellion of Pugatchef, who 
deftroyed feveral of the foundries; but mott of them have been fince re-eitablifhed, 

+ By an edict of the Emprefs, dated July 1, 1780, the proprietors, inftead of felling three quarters of 
the copper to the crown at 11. 28. per pood, are now only obliged to difpofe of half at that price: this 
new regulation muft have fomewhat reduced the profits of the copper coinage, See Journ, St. Pet. for 
4780) P+ 53- 

14 : * At 
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- At Catharinenburgh copper money to the value of 400,000l, is annually coined. The 
. crown receives'a pood of this metal, upon an average, at 11. 2s. 6d.; and iflues it when 
Struck at 3l. 4s. owe . ge non , 
From thefe data government appears to gain annually from the mines, and duties 
on iron : ; : ; . 


. s 

Gain upon the copper coinage at Catharinenburgh =. fe te 2 es 50 
44,000 pounds of filver, and 1,200 of gold, the annual produce fromthe - : 
mines of Kolyvan, when coined, yield - - - - - 282,164 4 
16,320 pounds of filver, and 160 of gold, from the mines of Nerfhinfk 71,194.83 


Government iron works : - . - _ : 7 32,529 16 
Duty on 4,558,718 poods of caft iron je ‘ 7 - =< 36,469 5 





679,982 13 


The iron and copper are tranfported by means of the Kofva, Tchuffovaja, Bielaya, 
and Kama, into the Volga: fome of the veffels defcend that river, to fupply with iron 
the provinces fituated along its banks; but far the greater number are towed up the 

~ ftream to Nifhnéi-Novogorod, and Tver, and through the canal of Vifhné-Volofhok to 
Peterfburgh. The veflels, which fet out on the breaking of the froft in fpring, com. 
monly perform this navigation before the end of autumn ; but fometimes are obliged 
to winter on their paflage. ~~ : 





DecemBeR-1714. | 


The gold mine of Olonetz or Vogetfskoi, from which the richeft fpecimens for cabi- 
nets have been obtained, has been relinquifhed, becaufe it did not defray the expence of 
working, though the ore was rich in copper. ; 

. The gold mines of Catharinenburgh have remained nearly in the fame condition. 

‘The mines of Kolyvan have been embarraffed by the new law, by which the peafants. 
working for their capitation at the mines, have had their pay doubled throughout the 
empire, and liberty given to work only in winter. The effect of this regulation at Ko 

__lyvan, has deprived the toundries of near half the requifite quantity of charcoal; and 
‘as the neceffary workmen tor the foundry have been partly employed in making char- 
coal, the produce in filver has fince that period never reached eight hundred poods ; . 
and in 1784 did not yield five hundred. However, with an additional number of 
hands, thele mines migh. produce above one thoufand poods; for in that quarter feveral 
mines have been dilcovered ; amongft others that of Tcherepa Nofskoy, very rich in 
gold, and the richeft in fiiver ever found in Siberiat alfo fome lead mines have been 
opened in the neighbourhood, which are very promiling. : ; S 

The copper coin of Kolyvan underwent confiderable alteration in 1782; the procefs 
of extraGing the precious meta! from the copper has been greatly improved throughout 

. the empire, and the fum annually coined exceeds 3: 0,000 roubles. 

The filver mines of Nerfhinfk are in a flourifhing and even increafing condition, and 

their annual produce fince 1781 has reached between four and fix hundred poods, 
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Cave. XXIX.—Canal of Vifondi-Volofhck, which unites the Cafpian and the-Balticom 
: Canal of Ladoga.— Project of uniting the Don and the Volga. rae 


THE inland navigation is carried through a°greater extent in Ruffia than in any 
‘other kingdom on the globe ; for it is poffible to convey goods by water four thoufand 
four hundred and feventy-two miles from the frontiers of China to Peteriburgh, with an 
interruption only of about fixty miles* ; and from Aftracan through a.tract of one 
‘thoufand four hundred and thirty-four miles. : 

The water communication between Aftracan and Peterfburgh, or between the Cafpian 
cand the Baltic, is formed by means of the celebrated canal of Vifhnéi-Volofhok. This 
great work, begun and completed under Peter the Great, has been confiderably im- 
proved by the late Emprefs, and veftels now reach Peterfburgh in tefs than half the time 
which they formerly employed. : : 

The Shiina forms the lake Maftino, which gives rife to the Malta; the latter falls, 
‘after a courfe of about two hundred and thirty-four miles, into the lake IImen, from 
which iffues the river Volkof, and runs one hundred ‘and thirty miles to the lake La- . 
doga, which fupplies the Neva, fo that, in effet, the Shlina, the Matta, the Volkof, and 
the Neva, may be confidered as the fame river flowing into and through diferent lakes, 
and only changing its name at various intervals. By uniting, therefore, the Shlina 
which communicates with the Baltic, with the Tvertza which flows, by the Volga into 
the Cafpian, the jun@ion of thofe two feas is formed. ‘This junction is made by the 
canal of Vithnéi-Volofhok ; where the Shlina is united to the ‘I'vertza by feveral canals 
and rivulets, for the relative fituation of which I fhall refer to the figures in the annexed 

jan. : : ; 

r Near Vifhnéi-Volofhek, the Shlina is joined by the Zna, near which are’ the fources of 
the Tvertza.. Tojoin the Tvertza and the Zna, the following works were made under 
Peter the Great. =|: : 

- a, Near Klutfhina a cut was dug to a fall lake, a fecond to the lake of Gorodolub, 
and a third to the Zna, .2. At the fame place, juft below the firft cut, a lock of four 
gates was con{truéted acrofs the Shlina, to ftop the courfe of that rivulet; and by means 
of the faid cuts and lakes, to convey water to the Zna above Vifhnci-Volofhok. 3. But 
to keep this fupply of water in referve, and to let as much into the town as is judged 
neceflary, a great lock of feven gates was built acrofs the Zna below the third cut. 
4. The Zna and the T'vertza were united by a canal beginning from the fources of the 
Tvertza; and a lock conftruéted at the end of the Canal. 5. The natural courfe of 
the Zna was fhut up by two locks in the town (at @and 4), one of which may alfo ferve 
for a paffage. 6. A canal was dug from the Zna to the Shlina, at the end of which is 
the lock of the Zna. : : me ; 

_ ‘The feveral canals are fupplied with water, and the veffels navigated from the Tvertza 
into the canal of Zna, by the following operation. 


*® Having in the Ruffian Difcoveries, given a fhort fketch of the inland navigation from Tobolfk to the 
frontiers of China, I thall not repeat it here; but fhall flate, in a few words, that from Tobolfk to the © 
Volga. At Tobolik the barks afcend the Tobol, the Tura, and the Tigil, which rifes in the mountains _ 
feparating Siberia from Europe; from the Tigil the merchandize is tranfported acrofs a neck of land of 
fifty-two miles to the T’chuffuvaia ; there the merchants re-embark the goods, and defcend the Tchuflovaia 
into the Kama, to itsjun@tion with the Volga a little above Cafan. 


8. The 
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22 'Yhe locks of Kluthina, thofe of @ and’d in the town, and that of the Zna bine fhut, 
the tock of the Tvertza is opened; the waters of the Zna and Shlina are conveyed 
through the canal of the ‘I'vertza into that river ; and the barks pals into the Zna at 
at Vithnéi-Volofhok.:. When a fufficient number-are admitted, the lock of the 'I'vertza 
‘is fhut; and the waters being raifed to a certain level (which feldom takes more than’ 
two or three days), by means of the lock of feven gates, that of the Zna is opered, and 
the barks‘are gradually let down a fmall fall, to the number of about twenty in an hour. - 
At night the lock is fhut... If on the following day there is fufficient depth, the barks: 
continue delcending through the lock.of the Zna jor if not, they mui remain until a 
fufficient body of water is collected... Having: by this means all paffed into the Shlina, 
they proceed, .without interruption, through the lake Maltino to the beginning of the 
-Mafta 5. where a lock has been lately conftruéted, which-halds the waters of this lake in 
referve. By.this refervoir the navigation is fo greatly facilitated, that the lock of the 
‘ine. being fhut, and that of the ‘T'vertza‘open, the ‘fvertza, which was formerly almoft 
dry during feveral weeks, is now generally navigable, even in the midft .of fummer, - 
owithin two days aftér the paflage of the barks: in fpring, the fupply of water, from the 
melting of the fnows, is fo confiderable, that the locks both of the Tvertza and of the 
‘Zna are open at the fame time. ie rea ahs , Ly fide. 
Several rivulets, falling into the Mafta are confined by locks, which being opéned . 
fuccellively as the barks are pafling, fill the river, and render the fhallows naviyable ; ° 
‘and being again clofed, form perpetual refervoirs of water; this operation is pérformed: 
five or fix times in the fummer. By fothe-other works lately conftruéted, a confider- 
able addition of water has been obtained ; .and it is expected, that the Tvertza will 
“become always navigable, andthe lock of the Majta will only be fhut for a fhort 
time. : : 
The boats employed on this. occafion are towed by ten horfes ip the Tvertza to 
- Vifhnéi-Volofhok, between ten and twelve. miles a day; from which place they are 
rowed as far as ‘Novogorod.... Each-bark is provided with at leaft ten men; thofe which 
-are laden with hemp require twenty-two,, At Nofhino and Baffatino they change pilots, 
sand take in ten additional men to pafs the upper and fmall catara€ts, . “At Apezentkoi 
*Radok, at the head of the’ great‘ cataracts, they procure another pilot and two affift. 
-ants; and on account of the rapidity of the current, increafe their eamplement generally 
“to fixty men. The fall of the river is one hundred and twenty-two’ and a half -yards 
- perpendicular in twenty miles;. and the ftream fo violent, that the boats not unfre- 
quently fhoot along this fpace within the hour ;- but they are fometimes dafhed againft 
the rocks or overfet by accident; in-the year 1778 above thirty were loft. From the 
“foot of the great cataracts, the pilot of Vifhneéi-Volofhok fteers the bark one hundred 
and twenty miles further through feveral fhoals, which have lately been confider- 
“ably reduced, and almoit levelled.” In fpring the veffels can be. allowed to draw 
two and a half feet water; in fummer only twenty-fix inches.” In ‘autumn the 
* navigation from Vifhnei-Volofhok to Peterfburgh is performed in little more-than 
“a'month, in Summer in. three weeks; and in fpring only a fortnight is required. “In 
the year 1777, three thoufand four hundred and eighty-five barks paffed through the 
camale Ses BO PE OSE ER ee BRE se 
. The veflels being fteered dowri the Mafta, acrofs.the lake Ilmen to Novogorod, de- 
fcend the Volkof, and enter the. Ladoga canal, a plan of which is annexed to that of 
Vifhnéi-Volofhok. :« This canal was begun in 1718, by order of Peter, and finifhed 
during the reign of the Emprefs Anne: it was carried at firft only as far.as the Kabona, 
“ WOLe Vie hee ae ‘La tivule , 
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a rivulet which enters the lake to the eaft of Schluffelburgh ; but now reaches without 
interruption, from the Volkof to the Neva. ‘The length is fixty-feven miles and-a half, 
and the breadth feventy feet; the mcan depth of water in fummer is feven,. and in 
fpring ten feet; it is fupplied by the Volkof and eight rivelets. The barks enter 
through the fluices of the Volkof, and go out through thofe of Schluifelburgh. In 
1778, four thoufand nine hundred and twenty-feven veffels paffed through the canal of 
Ladoga. Pte ee oA : 

A lense has been Iately projected, to form a water’ communication between, the 
Ladoga and Bielo Ozero to the Duna; in order to unite the White Sea and the 
Baltic, and improve the inland commerce between Archangel and Peterfburgh. The 
only part of this plan yet finifked, is a fhort cut of about {even miles from the Volkof, 
to the Sjass : Se: ; 

The grand project of uniting the Cafpian and the Baltic with the Black Sea, by the 
jundion of the Don and: Volga, was planned by Peter the Great. Thefe two fivers 
approach each other within the diltance of forty miles in the province of Aftracan; 

nd-two rivulets, the Hofla, which falls into the Don, and the Camafhinika, into the 
Volga, are only feparated by an interval of five miles. Could thele two rivulets be 
made navigable, and united by a canal, the Black Sea would be joined with thé Caf. 
pian and the Baltic. With this view Peter fent Perry *, an Englith engineer, to the 
{pot : the canal was begun under his infpection, anda cut made the length of a mile 
and a half; but the fcheme was dropped, from an idea that it was not praéticable. 
Being revived,- however, by the late Emprefs, profeffor Lovitz was entrufted with the 
execution. Having taken a level of the ground between the Ilofla and the Camafhin.* 
ika, he traced out the canal, and was preparing to begin the work ; when, in 1774, he 
was wantonly murdered by the impoftor Pugatchef. - ‘The direét diftance between the 
two rivulets is only five miles; but the great difficulty would confift in deepening their 
beds, and procuring a fupply of water fufficient to render them navigable. The Don, 
however, being only forty miles from the Volga, and land-carriage being extremely 
- cheap and eafy, the advantages refulting from the projeCted canal would be fearcely 
equivalent to the expence of forming it. 


See Perry’s State of Rofia. - 
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APPENDIX, 
‘No, Led Letter from Mr. Keith, Britifh Miniper at St. Peterfburgh, to the Right 
ae Honourable George Grenville, Secretary of State, on the Revolution of 1762. 


_' Sir, St. Peterfburgh, July 12, 1762. * 
' LAST Friday morning, about 9 o’clock (as-1 was preparing to go to Peterhoff, to 
meet the Emperor,) one of my fervants came running into my room with a frighted 
countenance, and told me there was a great uprcar at the other end of the town, that 
.the guards, having mutinied, were aflembled, and talked of nothing lefs than dethroning 
the Emperor ; he could tell me no circumftances, and could give me no anfwer to the 
only queftion I afked, namely, if the Emprefs was in town.’ But about a quarter of an 
hour after, one of the gentlemen of our factory came in and informed me that the 

_ Emprefs was in town, and that fhe had been, by the guards, and the other troops of | 
the garrifon, declared their Emprefs and Sovereign; and that fhe was then actually at 
' the Cafanfki church, to hear the Te Deum fung upon the occafion. He added the 
_circumftances of Prince George of Holftein Gottorp’s being made a prifoner, as he 
was endeavouring to make his efcape out of the town. ‘This account was confirmed from 


‘all quarters, and we underftood the feveral fupreme colleges in the empire, and all the . 


great people were then taking the oaths of fidelity to the new Emprefs, as the guards 

~ and other regiments had already done. . 

This furprifing revolution was brought about and completed in a little more than two 
hours, without one drop of blood being fpilt, or any act of infolence committed; and: 
all the quarters of this city, at any diftance from the palace, efpecially the.ftreet where I 
and moft part of His Majelty’s fubjeéts refide, were as quiet as if nothing had happened ;'° 
the only novelty to be feen were fome piquets placed at the bridges, and fome of the’ 
horfe guards patroling through the ftreets, in order to ‘preferve the public tran. 

uillity. : elo ; 

. : as fou as the guards affembled in the morning, feveral detachments were fent to 
the Peterhoff Road, to hinder any intelligence from being fent to the Emperor; and 
this piece of duty was performed with fo much diligence and exaétnefs, that no one 
perfon got through, except the mafter’of the horfe, Monfieur Narifkin, pe RR 

About ten o’glock in the evening, the Emprefs marched out of town on horfeback, 

“at the head of twelve or fourteen thoufand men, and a great train of artillery, and took 
the, road towards Peterhoff, in order to attack the Emperor at that place, or Oranic- 
baum, or wherever they fhould meet him; and next day in the afternoon we received 

. the account of His Imperial Majefty’s having furrendered his perfon, and refigned his 
crown, without one ftroke being ftruck. The few circumftances of this great event 
that I have been able to pick up, and which appear-to be authentic, though I will not 

. warrant them all, are as follow, viz. That this affair had been long contriving, but was | 
haftened in the execution by one, of the confpirators having been arrefled two days 
before, upon fome rath words that had fallen from him 3 upon which fome of the others, 
concerned, for fear of the whole confpiracy being difcovered, Had come to the refo- 
lution of going immeditely to work, and in confequence, had fent to Monf. Orlow, 
one of the Ruffian officers in the guards, to apprize-the Emprefs of this circumf{tance, 

. gy2.. ane | 
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and to reprefent ‘the neceflity of her returning to town without lofs of time,” "hat this 
gentleman had got to Petethoff between three and four in the morning, and having 
got admittance into Her Majefty’s bedchamber, had informed her of her danger, 
upon which fhe had, as foon as fhe was dreffed, flipt out of the palace by a back door, 
and under the conduét of Monf. Orlow, without one fervant of either fex, had,. after, 
‘ fome accidents, fuctras their horfes being tired and knocked up, got to town about fix’ 
o’clock, and went directly to’ the cafernes of the Imacklowfky guards, which fhe found & 
under arms, ready ‘to receive her, with their colonel, the Hetman Rafamowfky at their 
head. ‘That Her Majelty from thence preceeded to the Simonowiky regiment, and 
then to that of Preobrazintky, and was by the whole conduéted to.the palace, where 
every thing pafled in the manner above mentioned. I mutt oblerve, that the regiment 
of horfe-guards, of which Prince George was colonel, was amongft the fir that ap- 
peared in the revolt, and fhewed th2 greacclt animofity againit their colonel and the 
late government; and that all the troops took the oaths without hefitation, except fome . 
of the officers of the Emperor’s own regiment of curaffiers, who refufed it at firft; and - 
fome of them, I believe, are {till in arreft for perfilting in their refufal.~ 
As for the Emperor, be had not the fmalleft information, nor the lealt” fafpicion “Of 
this affair, till between eleven and twelve o'clock, when being on the way from Oranic- 
baum to Peterhoff, he was met by a fervant fent on by the mafter of the horfe, who in- 
formed him how matters ftood in town. His Imperial Majefty proceeded to Peterhoff, 
sand there learned the circumftances of the Emprefs’s leaving that place, which had 
_ been concealed. till then from the ladies and other courtiers, by, her bed-chamber.wo- 
man’s pretending thatthe Emprefs was indilpofed and a-bed. 
From that moment the unhappy Emperor feems to have loft himfelf, and there was 
nothing but defpair and confufion among the {mall number of his attendants, and no 
refolution was taken till very late in the evening. . That His Imperial Majefly, with all . 
his train-gentleman and ladies, went on board.a galley that rode before Peterhoff, and 
rowed over to Cronftadt, in the hopes of being received there ; but the commifiioners 
from the admiralty, fent down from Peterfburgh, had got the ftart of them, and when 
the Emperor approached the haven, he was not cnly refufed admittance, soveh he . 
decla sred who he was, but was threatened to be fired upon. 
This augmented the confefion and defpair, and the galley, with the other boats, re- 
turned to this fide, but taking different ways, fome to Peterhoff, and others to Oranie- 
.. baum; amongft the laft was the Emperor, with a few attendants, and on the morning 
_ of Saturday, he fent Prince Galetzin, the vice-chancellor, and. Major-General Ifmaelow, 
to the Emprefs, with fome propofals. After fome time, Ifmaelow returned with the 
Deed of Refignaiion of the Crown, which the Emperor figned immediately, and then 
going into a coach with that gentleman, taking the road to Peterhoff,-and has not been 
feen fince; and | havé not been able to learn where he was conducted to. It is faid, 
that in the deed above mentioned, there was a claufe, promifing the Emperor liberty 
‘to retire into Holffein. . Thus ended this extraordinary and important affair; and Her 
Imperial Majefty, after having paffed the night at a country houfe of Prince Kurakini’s, 
returned ‘to town-yeflerday morning on horfeback, and after. having heard mafs at the 
new admiralty church, which was confecrated that day, went dire€tly to the fumuner 
‘palace, where fhe, with her fon, the Great-Duke, have taken up their refidence, and 
- where all forts ‘of people for fome hours were admitted to kifs her hand, - As for us 
foreign minifters, we eacli of us-received copies of the inclofed paper on Saturday even. - 
ing ; and we now wait for a notification of the time when we are to be admitted to the 
. prefence of Her Imperial Majefty. 


* ‘| have 
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_ Thave the honour likewife to tranfmit to you the manifefto. publifhed by authority, © 
with the tranflation, in which you will fee that great ftrefs is laid upon the fhameful 
peace concluded with their enemy; notwithtanding which, as Baron Goltz, ‘who, at- 
tended the Emperor to the laft, was returning to town, he was met on the road by: 
Monf. Allfufiew, who,. by order of the Empreis, affured him that he had nothing to 
fear, and that he might either return to Oraniebaum for a day or two, or proceed to: 
Peterfburgh, a proper elcort being appointed to attend him to either place; but he, 
chufing the town, is now at his houfe here, in perfect freedom ; bat what is moft re- 
markable, -Alfufiew afured him, that the Emprefs was perfectly well difpofed towards 
cultivating His Pruffian Majefty’s friendfhip. ee ea i . 
The Hetman was, I hear, with General Villebois and Monf. Panin, the Great Duke’s 
governor, the principal perfons in bringing about this revolution, and under them the 
brothers Orlow. were the mott trufled and the moft ative; but the moft fingular cir- 
cumftance of the whole is, that the place of rendezvous was, the houfe of the Princefs 
Dathkoy, a young lady not above twenty years old, daughter to Count Roman Lan- 
wonits Woranzow, filter to the late favourite Elizabeth, and niece to the Chancellor ; 
it is certain that fhe bore a principal fhare in contriving and carrying on the con{piracy~ 
from the beginning to the conclufion of i * ° | é : Bg ae 
Of all men the Hetman feemed to poflefs the greateft fhare in the unfortunate Em. 
peror’s affection, and. two days before his fall he dined at Marfhal Rofamowfky’s 
country, houfe, and was upon that oceafion reccived and ferved with the greateft marks 
of duty, zeal, and attachment, on the part.of both brothers, and when he returned to 
Oraniebaum,’ the Hetman went firaight to Peterhoff.to concert matters with the Em. 

. prefs, _ It isa difpute what part thg‘Chamberlain Schuwalow had-in this affair. 

On Friday evening, before the Emprefs'‘left the town, fhe difpatched an officer to 

- bring back Count Beftuchef to Peterfburgh, and it is thought he will have a confider- 
able fhare in the adminiltration ; and in the mean time Monf. Panin is the perfon that 

‘takes moft upon him, though both the Chancellor Caunt Woronzow, and the Vice- 

, Chancellor Prince Galitzking continue in their places. The former caine to town on 
Friday evening, and going directly to court was tolerably weil ceceived, and-promifed 
the Emprefs’s protection ; however, at.bis own defire, he had two officers of the guards 
put about him ‘for the firlt two days, but now they are taken off, and he goes on in 
the functions of his office ; his lady was not at court till Sunday, having continued with 
the Emperor to the-end, and having been even at Cronftadt with him; and when fhe 
kiffed the Emprefs’s hand, fhe took‘off her ribbon of St. Catherine, ‘and offering it to. ° 
‘Her Imperial Majefty, faid, fhe never afked for it, and now laid it at her feet; but the - 
Emprefs moft obligingly took it, and with her own hand put it again over the Countefs 
Woronzow’s fhoulder,  -  - > Be ‘ ea See : 

With regard to the motives of this revolution, it is plain that the taking away ofthe 
eburch lands was the principal, joined to the neglect of the clergy; the next was, 
the fevere dilcipline which the Emperor endeavoured to introduce amongit the troops, 
efpecially the guards, who had been accuftomed to great idlenefs and licence, and the 
difeontent among them was heightened by the refolution. His Imperial Maiefty had 
taken, of carrying a great part of that corps into Germany with him in his expedition 
againft Denmark ; which was a meafure difagreeable to the whole nation, who fto- 
ached greatly their being drawn into new expences and new dangers, for recovering 

- the duchy of Schlefwick, which they confidered as a trifling object in itttlf, and intirely 
indifferent: to Ruffia; and that after the Emperor had juft facrificed the conquefis 
made by the Ruffian arms, and which might have been of great importance to this 
. - empire, 


‘ 
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“empire, to his friendfhip for the King of Pruflia, which however their defires for peace ” 


would have made them not only, put up with, but approve. . : ; 

“Several other little circumftances greatly exaggerated, and artfully reprefented and 
improved, contributed to the fall of this unhappy Prince, who had many excellent 
qualities, and who never did a violent or cruel aétion in the courfe of his fhort reign 5 
‘but who, from an abhorrence of bufinefs, owing to a bad education, and the unhappy 
choice of favourites, who encouraged him in it, let every thing run into confufion, and 
by a miftaken notion he had conceived of having fecured the affeGtions of the nation, 
by the great favours he had fo nobly beftowed upon them after his firlt mounting the 
throne, fell into an indolence and fecurity that proved fatal to him. ‘Yo conclude, not 
only I, but feveral perfons of fenfe and difcernment, thought they could perccive,. 
latterly, in this Prince, a confiderable change from what he was for fome months after 
his acceflion, and the perpetual hurry in which he lived, and the flattery he met with 
from the vile people about him, had in fame meafure affeéted his underflanding. I 
muft own, that I had no apprehenfion that this-revolution could happen fo foon; but 
I was always of opinion, that, if he left his dominions, he ran a rifk of never returning 
to them; and for that reafon I made ufe of every means I could think of to divert him 
from that expedition, fometimes by reprefenting the danger to others, who had the 
honour to approach his perfon, and a title to offer him their advice; whether they did 


_ their duty in this point, particularly Prince George, 1 cannot fay, but if they did, the 


~ event has fhewn that it was all to no purpofe, 


July 2-13. Laft night, about 10 o’clock, I received a meffage from the matter of 
the ceremonies, defiring me to be at court this morning at eleven; and having gone 
thither accordingly found great numbers of people, and amongft the reft, my brethren 
the foreign minifters, and we were foon after carried into the Emprels’s apartments, 
and prefented to her by the chancellor : in kiffing Her Imperial Majelty’s hand, I took 
the opportunity of withing her a happy reign, and of making her a proper compliment 
in the King’s name, which was kindly reccived, and returned in very handfome terms, ° 
and, upon the whole, my reception was very good. ns, . My eke 

I could obferve the countenances of fome’ of my brethren confiderably changed for - 
the better, particularly thofe of the Danifh envoy, and of the imperial ambaflador ; 
a-propos to the lait orders. have already been fent to the Count Czernichef, forthwith 
to leave the Pruffian army, and return into Ruffia; at the fame time, orders were 
likewife difpatched to General Panin, to go and take the command of General Roman- 
zow’s army, and bring it back likewife into Ruffia; all this gives fome people the no- 
tion, that this court may have entertained fome thoughts of keeping the whole, or fome 
part of that country, notwithftanding the late peace. . : : 

There was likewife a good deal of difference to be obferved in the faces of the cour- 
tiers, fome for the better, fome for the worle; thofe who feemed to make the moit 
important figure, were the Hetman, Monf. Panin, and that gentleman Monf. Orlow, 
who is mentioned in the former part of this letter ; he is made knight of St. Alexander, 
and chamberlain. -Amongft thé ladies, the Princefs of Dathkow was diftinguifhed by 
the order of St. Catharine, the Emprefs having given her the ribband the wore, herfelf 
before fhe put on the Blue. Her father and fifter are under confinement in Count Ro- 


“moinzow’s houfe. . It is faid that the Emperor, in making his terms, defired only three 


things, his. own life, and grace for his favourite lady, and for his Adjutant Brigadier 
Godowitz, who is likewife under arreft. There have been feveral promotions made, 
particularly of new fenators, in which number the vice-chancellor is; but Irefer myfelf 
to my next, in which I fhall tranfmit the moft exadt lift I fhall be able to procure. 

: Prince 
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Prince Menzicoff, after being made general in chief, and knight of St. Andrew, was 
difpatched to Mofcow on Friday evening, to proclaim the Empreis in the capital. 

You cannot fail, fir, of being tired of this long incoherent letter ; but in the hurry of 
the times, all 1 can do is to throw together as many particulars as come to my know- 
ledge, and I truft to your indulgence for my pardon. In the mean time, having re- 
ceived no orders from you fince your letter of the 8th June, I thall conclude this, with 
affuring you I am with great refpeé, ‘ 

‘Sir, 
Your mofl humble and moft obedient fervant, : 
Roserr Kerry. 

P.S. Baron Goltz was not at court for want of clothes, it having been infinuated 
in the meflage from the matter of the ceremonies, that it was expected he would come 
to court in other clothes than regimentals, but having none of that kind ready, he can- 
not be prefented till next court day. 

Baron Lutzon, the Mcchlenburgh minifter, was at court amongtt the reft, he left a 
card at my door laftnight. Both Mulgonow and Wolkow are inarreft. ; 


No. If. 


Lift of the Ruffian Navy in Odaber 1778, 
Ships of the Line. ; 
Names, Guns. Station. _ "When built, 


1. Ezekiel - - §0—Cronftadt ~ * 17730 
2. Ifidor - - 74—Ditto - - 1772 
3. St. Andrew - - 74—Ditto - » 19770 
4 Cloment - - 74—Ditto » - - 19770 
5+ Lehefing - - 24—Ditto - - 1770 
6. Viadimir - - 66—Ditto a eee my 177% 
7. Vekellaf * « 66—Ditto  - * * ; 1771 
8. De Negifs ° - . 66—Ditto > ah 19772 
g- America = . 66—Ditto on - 1773. 
Periflaf - - 66—Ditto - * 1772 
11. Vfevolod - - 66—Ditto -. .» * 1769 
12. Demitri Donfki - 66—Ditto - _@- 1771 
13. Pam and Euftatia - 66—Ditto - - 1770 
14. Victor - - 66—Ditto - - 1771 
1g. Europa - - 6€—Ditto “ - 1768 
16, Saratof - = 66—Ditto ie _ . 1765 
17. Pobeda - - 66—Ditto ss ren 1770 
18. Ratiflof - - _ 66—Ditto - . 1769 
19. Miranofitz = 7 66—Ditto - - 1771 
20. Pobidnafovitz, rebuildin 66—At Cronftadt, 
21. Count Orlof - - 66—Revel - . 1770 
22. Alexander : - 66—Ditto oe 1772° 
23. Boris and Glebb - 66—Ditto - - 1773 


24. Ingermanland . «* 66—Ditto - - 1773 


ov: ee, ee 
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Names... M4 me ' Guns, Station. 
25. Afia - eo ~66—Revel 
26. Unknown |= - 2° 9 66—Cronftadt _ 
27. Ditto : - . 66—Ditto - 
28. Ditto - ; - ~ 66—Ditto 2. .- 
29. Ditto: | mea tS ae 66—Ditto ioe 
30. Ditto 2. ee +. 66—Ditto be 


Ships of the Line ready to launch, and building. 


Guns, Station. 


"a4, Ready to launch — - 74—Peterfburgh | 


32. Ditto me 74—Ditto 

33» Building - - 74—Ditto 

34. Ready to launch - > 66—Ditto. ° 

35. Building - - 66—Ditto ~ x 

36. Ditto - mo. 66—Ditto 

37. Ditto - ot -  66—Ditto- 

38. Ditto ; - vite 66—Ditto 

Frigates, 

- Names. | vie a - Guns. Station. | : 
1. St. Michael - - =  32+Cronftadt ca 
2. Kaflevoi - -> >, ..32—Ditto - 
3. Leefkoi + ‘ . + 32—Ditto =, 
4« Pofpefkoi” - i 32—Ditto - 
5. Bohemia te - 32—Ditto : 
6. Hungaria oe 32—Ditto - 
y. Nordefkoi J (See 32—Ditto - 
8. Eultatia e - 32—Ditto it 
g. Pomofknoi sole, 32—-Ditto : 
on. 6 Frigates ready to Iaunch, and building. 
10. Ready to launch - | 28—Peterfburgh 

18, St. Mark sea os 20—Ditto 

12, Ready to launch - 5 20—Ditto 

13. Building - + ||.» #o—Archangel 

14. Ditto - 7 . .20—Ditto 

ag. Ditto -. ave _ . 20—Ditto 


Whe built. ; 


“4773. 
-3777 
1777 
1777 
4777 
1777 


When built, 


1774 
(774 
VS: 
1274 
1774" 
1774 
176Q . 
v 


Prames: 1. Elephant, 36 guns; 2. Unknown, 3. Leopold, 183 4. Barla, 18. 


Gallies: 101 at Peterfburgh; 3 at Cronftadt; and 5 at Revel. 


Goods exported in three hundred and eighty-two Britifh fhips in 1777. 


“Quantity. 
1,283,279 Poods* 
1,104,299 - 
92,950 
320735 
84,008 
209,902 
25,470 
45396 
36,627 
1,373 
125514 
8,774 . 
25546 
271,273 
21,525 
1,157 
"70,838 © 
2,683 
1,473 
2,987 
359 
42 


aA, 


32lb. 
3, 3lb. 
152,854 Arihines t 
3373683 «> 
82,155 
“1,602,716 - 
1,168,440 ° = 
847,290 - - 
. 23,429 Pieces of 
56,644 ~ 
1,505 - 
39500 = 
5,C0Q 


18,454 Tchetwer t§ Linfeed 


17,986 bs 


of Tron 


~ Briftles 


~ Beaver cod. 


' Narrow ditto 


“White fox-fkins 
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“No, HL 


Clean hemp 
Outfhot ditto 
Half clean ditto 


Codilla ditte _ 
Twelve head flax _ 
Nine head flax _ 
Six head flax —_ 


Codilla ditto 
lfinglafs 


Hides 
Wax 
Tallow 
Old iron 
Feathers 
Part ee 7 
Pitch en 
Rofin 
Cordage 
Horfehair 
Rhubarb 


Broad diaper 
Narrow ditto 
Broad linen ‘ 


Crafh 
Drillings 
Fleems 
Ravenducks 
Sail-cloth 


Hare-fkins 


Wheat 


* A pood = thirty-fix Englith pounds, 
“+ Belore our unhappy difpntes with our colonies, we ufed to procure our pitch and tar From America. 


In 1776 we fir imported thefe commodities from Ruffia, 


but in 1777, tar fold for 28, 


and pitch at 3s. the pood. 


{ An arfhine = twenty-eight inches. . 
§ A tchetwert contains 52 bufhela Winchefter meafure, 


VoL. Vi. 


52 


“Tan 1728 


. 998 


Value, 


Le n 
365,224 12 


3533375 1 
27,885 
"93165 
13,441 
10057 53 
10,657 
1,582 
43395 
8,238 
24,325 
10,528 
6,110 
119,360, 


= 
Dn 


925 | 
7,083 
402 
44t 
1,194 
143 
846 
5990 
3362 
52402 
3,838 
22,438 
59842 
23,724 
372598 
67,972 
2,107 
1,400 
200 
11,072 
14,338 


-ALOCAOABOROHR AH 


~ 


They were fuld at firit for only 18. the pood ; 


Value 


~ - r 
ROOMARGA DOAGOM 


~ 


2 
o 
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oie » Value. 
Quantity. . feos 
357,083 Deals are about eighty thoufand Secea _ 24,000 
155 Poods of Potafh © at —_—-* 77 
499 . = Carraway feeds _— _— 149 1 
226 - Annifeed’ — — go 
37,817 - Old rags, old ropes, Boats! fkins,-and oxen bones 312 
- 2 galb. Raw filk. _— 57 
52 - Linfeed oil - _ _ 1s 1 
10,424 - Horfe-tails, about two hundred pood 200 
98 -. Mafts and bowfprits, and wax candles . 1,044, 
205 - Fox-{kin bags and weafel-fkin bags — 832 
Bl2 Hare-fkin bags and fkins of a iguicrsls _ 1s 1 
20 - Ermine {kins — 60 
14,379 - Ermine tails and fable mee and mats” 214 
57 - Caviar — _ 34 
1,413 Arfhines Checked linen _ _ at 
; £14293,010 14 
Cuftoms on exportation _ 307,176 0 : 
Shipping charges 5 per cent. _- 64,650 12 171,826 1a 
co eae! 2464,837.. 6 
Commiflion 3 per cent. _ _ 432945 0 
Total {um of exports by Britith thips _ 1,508,782 6 
‘ : : necro 
Goods exported by Britith fhips at Peterfburgh, in 1777. 
f Pies 
uantit ‘ . Se 
oe Poods of Alum _ _ _ 775 8 
214 - Benzoin _ _ 2,565 oO 
8,080 - Brimftone _ _— 985 12 
11,482 . Campeachy wood 0 _ 4,592 16 
579 - Cheefe _- _ 706 4 
126 - Cochineal _ F — 5040 0 
1,288 - Coffee _ —_ 2,060 16 
‘15 - Confectionary _ — 6r 16 
Copper wrought and unwrought _ “1200 8 
978 - Cork ; — — _ 660 0 
6 - Coral _ _— 500 OO 
108 - Gum Arabic _ _ 129 «16 
1,560 - Indigo _ _ 24,961 4 
58,804 - Lead _ —_ 21,169 8 
-* 568 - Muftard _ _ 1,362 12 
524 - Oil —- _ 623 16 
46 “. - Olibanum - — 92-0 
15420 - Pepper _— —_ 35418 16 


37 Poods 


* 
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Quantity. 


228 
» 608 


54 

683 
409 
15,874 
; 60 


98 
206,816 
100,494 
164,205 

79132 
162,007 
144,125 

45:995 
g,823 
16,225 
305,896 
337:895 


rt 


- 


pea 


Arfhines 
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37 Poods of Pewter 


Plates of gold and fiver 


Rice ~ 
Sugar refined i 
Ditto raw 
Sal ammoniac _ 
Tin _ 
Tobacco and fnulf ‘ 
Verdigreafe _ 
Bays _ 
Calimancoes and camblets 
Camblets —_ 
Cottons for printing 
Cloth fine 

ordinary 
Cottons, velvets, velverets, &e. 
Druggets _ 
Flannels a. 
Phlug and fhag _ 
Shalloons _ 
Tabouretts _ 
Clothes ready made _ 
Hats — 


Linen and printed handkerchiefs 
Muflin and cambric 


Quilting = 
Ribbands _ 
Stockings = 
Sundry filk fluffs _ 


Sundry woollen ditto 
Toys and millinery 


Butter _ 
Capers _ 
Coals —_ 
Chefnuts — 
Chryftal — secint, 


Currants, raifins, and figs 
Cutlery and hardware 
Diamonds and precious ftones 


Earthen ware F _ 
Fans om 
Frames for pitures 
Furniture | _ 
Furs —— 
Hops — _ 


Lace and raffles — 
Leather dreffed and undreffed 
; 522 


907 


- 
iD 


Value. 
. s. 
96 12 
72597 
243.12 
8968 
1,636 4 
255398 8 
* 182 8 
393 12, 
20956 12 
72034 12 
6,830 8 
73225 
55,042 12 
17,364 
3.219 12 
589° 12 
1,985 0 
24,881 12 
9,652 16 
344. 
215 
342 1 
1,108 
2,853 
ae 
0787 
ee 
251 3 T 
92490 
16 1 
1 
2,033 1 
68 
190. 
. 384 
19,181 1 
53596 
5,890 12 
20 16 
EP] 
gi2 4 
42.0 
24 0 
452 12 
589 


Mathe. 


° 
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BROPCDVOOOAIOIOV ORO 0 ON MOO WO AAAND 


Value, 
Quantity. J : up : : . t 
; - Mathematical inftruments & me ot 3g 58 
Mufical inftruments : _, "agi t 
Mohair ‘ _ —. S45 1 
- Nuts .. a en 45 
Olives — ion —_ I 
Paper hangings _ - 258 
Pearls _ —_ 3,000 
Pencils and black lead * _ 674° 
Pidures and coppes plates _ 3,605" 
Pickles - 37 «+1 
Pork and hams ° oe! 57 
Printed books — — 607 
Prunes _. _ G4 
Stoughton’s drops _ 13 
Stone and marble _ 822 
Snuff-boxes _~ _ 240 4 
Tea > —_ _- 35 
Tutinage _— _— 14t 
Whips -and walking ticks _- ; 108 4 
Wine and mineral water _— 434 
: Wood for coaches, furniture, &e. #54 8 2,070 
"3 Horfes_ _ _ 25920 
Dogs .- _ : _ ; 132 1 
27, 336 Picces of Beaver fkins _— _ 27,316 
239,967 Bottles _ _ 2,380 | 
3,282 Hogfheads Burton ale = —_ _- 26,255" 
61 Coaches and harnefs _ 2,084 
; Clocks and watches _ “4445842 16 
193 Dozen  Cyder : - ; mo, 154 716 
1gs Anchors of French brandy _ 780.16 
3,550 Chefts of Oranges and lemons" . | -_ 5,817 12 
10,703 ; Otter fkins . — + _ . 14,844 4 
1 - Reams of Paper — Some, , 45 +4 
Anchors of Shrub and rum : _ _ _. 98. 8 
6 1 Hogfheads of Vinegar _ io 147 16 
Sundry drugs and colours 7 _ : 865 0 


Sundry {mall articles = ; 590 16 





| f4agi942° 42 
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No. IV. . 
State of the Ruffian army 1785. 


1 Repiment horfe guards. 
3, Ditto foot suards: viz. Preobrathintky, Ifmailoffky, Semenofiky. 


909 


This corps is called ten thoufand men, but does not excced three thoufand, and - 


probably never will. . 


. ut Divifion.—St. Peterfourgh and Plefcof. 


1 Field Marfhal. Number of men, officers included. 


1 General in Chief. . ’ 
4 Lieutenant Generals. : 
7 Major Generals. 


r Rogiment carabinicrs: viz. Plefcof _ 942 
1 Ditto dragoons: viz. St. Peterfburgh —_ 1,872 
” _ Total cavalry — _ 


2 Regiments grenadiers: viz. Life greaadiers, Sophie each con- 


hifting of 4,188 men 8,376 
14 Field regiments: viz. Revel, Baloverikovs Plefver: ikoy, Koporf- 

koy, Archangel, Navagin{k, Refan, Velikolutiky, ‘Tinguintk, 

Narva, Kexholin, Neviiky, Bisrotkols eeu cach con- _ 

fifting of 2 ne0% men F 295316 

Total al infantry _ —_ 
Total ift divifion — —, 
at i 2d Divifion.—Ukraine. 

1 Field Marfhal. ‘ 

x General in Chief. 

3 Lieutenant Generals, 

5 Major Generals, { 
x Regiment, cuirafliers viz. St. George 742: 


1o Regiments, carabiniers:. viz. Kiof, Tchernigof, Severfk, ¢ Glukof,. 
Sophiitk, Lubenfkoy, Tver, Bee Staradubik, Perejoilof, 
each confiiting of o42 men 1420 
6 Regiments, light horfe : viz. Achtiurfk, Kalkoff, Sumfk, Oftrogitk, 


2,814." ° 


37,692. 





40,506; 





Duteronific, Sonik, each confifting of 1,083 men ; 6,498" ° 





‘Total cavalry E oa) os — 


10. a Carry forward: ee 


16,660> 





16,660> 
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Number of men, officers included. 








Brought forward eer _ 16,650 
» Regiments, infantry: wiz. Tomik, Sief, Brianfk, Elitz, Riga, ; 
Suzdofky, Polotfkoy, each confifling of 2,094 men, _ 14,658 ° 
Total ad divifion _— ee 31,318 
; 3d Divifion.— Mofeow. 
1 General in Chicf. . 
2 Lieutenant Generals. 
4 Major Generals. 
» Regiments, carabiniers: viz. Mofcow, Roftof, each confifticg 
of 942 men . _ _ 1,884 
1 Regiment, cuirafliers: viz. Cazan _ 742 
‘Total of cavalry —_ _— 2,626 
7 Regiments, infantry: viz. St. Peterfburgh, grenadiers, Mofccw, 
grenadiers, each confifting of 4,188 men ts 8,376 
. Pennfkoy, Yaroflaf, Alinopolik, Toola, Cafan, each confifting ‘ 
of 2,094 men _ _ 10,470 
Total infantry — — 18,846 
Total 3d divifion _— - . Bty472 
ath Divifion.—Ekateringflaf and Crimea. 
1 Field Marfhal. : x 
1 General in Chief. 
5 Lieutenant Generals. 
- 11 Major Generals. 
1 Regiment, cuirafliers: viz. Ekaterinoflaf yo 742 
1 Regiment, carabiniers: viz. Refan ~ — 9.42 


—_— 1,084 
9 Regiments, light horfe: viz. Paulogratz, Marinpolfk, ~Alexan- 
driifk, Olivinpolfk, Kherfon, Conftantinogratz, Tamiginfk, 


Pultava, Iffamik, each confilting of 1,083 men _ 95747 
Total cavalry _ _ : 115431 
1x Regiments, vz. Ekaterinoflaf, Tauritza, Phanagorifk, Kiof, gre- ‘ i 
nadiers, each confilting of 4,188 men _ 16,752 
Orlof, Koflof, Vialfkoy, Kurfk, Tambof, Taurichets, Troitzk, 
each confilting of 2,094 men, — —_ 14,658 





Total infantry , — _ 3 1,410 
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. Corps cantoned from Aftracan to Tifiis, mas, part of the ath divifion commanded by 
1 Lieutenant General. : Number of men, officers included. 


5 Major Generals. 
‘2 Regiments, dragoons: viz. Aftracan, Taganrock, each confift- 
ing of 1,872 men — — = 32744 


9 Regiments, infantry: viz. Aftracan, grenadiers 4,188 | 


Kunitfk, Kabardinia, Mofcow, Selenginfkoy, Nizof, Nithnei- 
Novogorod, BUSEY: Voronetz, each confifting of 2,094 
men — _- _ 16,752 


Total — ‘ _— 


gth Divifion.— Novegorod. 
1 General in Chief. 
1 Lieutenant General. 
2 Major Generals. 


1 Regiment, cuirafliers: viz. Great Duke’s _ 742 
1 Regiment, carabiniers: viz. Kargopolfk _- 942 
— 


4 Regiments, infantry: viz. Novogorod, Siburg, peninti burgts 
Tobolik, each confifling of 2,094 men _— 


Total 5th divifion — _ 


6th Divifion.—Viodimir and Voronetz. 
1 General in Chief. 
- 1 Lieutenant General, 
4 Major Generals. 
2 Regiments, carabiniers: viz. Jugermanland, Narva, each confilt- 
ing of 942 men _— _ 1,884 
2 Regiments, drageons: viz, ace ean ie Volodimir, each 


confifting of 1,872 men ~ _ 37 Ad: 
4 Regiments, infantry: viz. Shirvan, Roftof, Apekeronfkoy, Azof, 
each confifting of 2,094 men -— _ 8,376 
Total 6th divifion — 


ath Divifion.—Smolenfho. 
1 General in Chief. 
1 Lieutenant General. 
3 Major Generals. 


1 Regiment, life cuiraffiers —_ —_ 742 
2 Regiments, carabiniers: viz. Jamburgh, Riga, each confifting of 

942 men _ _ _ 1,884. 
4 Regiments, infantry: viz. Siberia, grenadiers 4,188 


Se Uglitz, Ingermanland, each confifting op 2 3094 


men : _ _ _ 6,282: 





Total 7th sdiviion a —_ 





24,68 


14,004 


13,006 
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8th Divifion.—Tambaf. 
x General in Chief. : ; 
x Lieutenant General. . 
2 Major Generals. 


1 Regiment, light horfe: viz. Elizabethgratz _ 1,083 
4 Regiments, infantry : viz. Troitzk, Lodago, Volodimir, Maromik, 
each confifting of 2,094 men _ _- 8,376 
Total 8th Divifion — 


oth Divifion White Rufia. 
1 General in Chief. = 
x Lievtenant General. 
1 Major General. 
2 Regiments, dragoons : viz. Smolenfko, Kinburn, each confifting 
of 1,872 men 





i ie bans 39744 
.4 Regiments, infantry: viz. Dnuperoptkoy, Polothkoy, Tfchernigof . 
Velogolikoy, each confifting of 2,094 men —_ 8,376 
. ——t 
Total th Divifion — 
roth Divifion.—Orenburg: 
xs Lieutenant General, 
2 Major Generals. 
3 Regiments, light horfe: viz. Voronetz, Pfhumik, Ukraine, each 
confilting of 1,083 men —_— 7 —_ 49249 
2 Battalions, infantry : “viz. Orenburg, Tfchernogratz, each confit. 
ing of 1,046 men _ _ 2,092 
Total roth Divifion _—. 
CORPS OF SIBERIA. 
1 Lieutenant General. 
2 Major Generals. d 
1 Regiment, dragoons: viz. Siberia _-. —_ 1,872 
‘2 Battalions, infantry + viz. Ekaterinenburg, Semiupolfk, each con- 
fiting of 1,046 men - wt _ 2,092 
Total = o— wt 
LIGHT TROOPS. 
12 Regiments, regular Coffacs, each confifting of 942 men ~ 11,304 


Irregular ditto, divided into regiments of 500 each from the 
Don and the Yaic or Ural (fince Pugatchef’s revolt) called 
Uralian Coffacks. Number net to be afcertained. 
Kalmucks—The fame, ; 





Carry forward _ 43,304 


Number of men, officers included. “. 


99459° 


12,120 


—— 


52340 


30964 


—— 
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Number of men, officers included. 
Brought forward _ 11,304 


, each confifting of 





4 Battalions, grenadiers: viz. Kharcofs, 























1,047 men _ _ _ 2,094 
8 Battalions, fufileers: viz. Mofcow, Karkhoff, each confifling of 
1,026 men _ _ —_ 8,208 
24 Battalions, chafleurs: viz. Tauritchitz, Caucafus, Livonia, Bog, ' 
Belorufky, Finland, each confilting of 990 men — 23,760 
459366 
’ RECAPITULATION. 
Cavalry. Infantry. Artillery. 
ift Divifion - - - 2,814 —= 29,316 
2 - . . - - 16,660 -—- 14,658 
3 ws = 7 - ° 2,626 — 18,846 
4 - - - + 11,431 == 31,410 
Lieutenant General Potemkin’s corps . 35744. — 20,940 
5 - - - . 1,684 — 8,376 
6 . - - -~ §,628 -—- 8,376 
7 ‘e - = 5 . 2,626 — 10,470 
8 - - - - 1,083 — 8,376 
9 - - - 35744 —= 12,120 
10 - - - - 33249 —= 2,092 
Corps of Siberia - - - 1,872 —— 2,092 
Light troops, regular - - - 11,034 —= 34,062 
Trregular - - - _ —_— 
Artillery - # - - —_—_— — —— 34,000 
68,465 201,134 34,0C0 











To this may be added, ninety-eight garrifon battalions of different eftablifhments, 
confifting of recruits and invalids, mixed, which do the duty of the places, no field 
regiment, excepting four for the garrifon of Peterfburgh, and two for that of Riga, 
being employed in that line. The artillery has eleven garrifon battalions for the fame 
purpofe. 


END OF VOL. VI. 


